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Vantage Point

Gordon Retzer
Southern Union 
President

The Southern Union Executive Committee recently voted a bold vision—a bold 
objective.  In fact, so bold that, humanly speaking, it is impossible.  The idea came 
from our ministerial directors as they reflected on the North American Division chal-
lenge to try to reach the impossible in Church growth in 2009.  

Here’s the vision: To have all conferences in the Southern Union emphasize and 
promote 2009 as the “Year of Pastor/Lay Team Evangelism,” and that every church 
be encouraged to consider as a prayer objective a “tithe” in net membership gain in 
2009.  It means that pastors and lay members will join hands in an outreach and disci-
pling explosion that, through the Holy Spirit’s power, would result in a 10 percent net 
gain in membership.  

Why does it seem impossible?  For the past 10 years, the average Church growth 
rate in the Southern Union churches has been 3.5 percent, in North America 2.2 per-
cent, and in the world it averaged 5.5 percent.  We are praying and working toward 
10 percent in 2009.

The Executive Committee voted to affirm the following recommendations from the 
ministerial directors:

1. That every pastor will be encouraged to model “evangelizing” to the members 	
 they serve.

2. That every pastor will be encouraged to train and empower members to ac	
 complish the Gospel commission.

3. That every church will be encouraged to utilize creative, entry-level, felt-		
 need, and bridging ministries for its various communities.

4.   That every church will be encouraged to hold periods of fasting and prayer at 	
 the beginning of 2009, and before any outreach/decision events.

5.   That every church will be encouraged to plan for and hold two pastor/lay 	
 team outreach/decision events during 2009.

6. That every church will be encouraged to empower all members to use their 	
 spiritual gifts to disciple new believers and mentor each other.

7. That conferences will develop and/or make available programs, materials, 	
 and training for discipleship and spiritual growth.

8. That conferences will develop and/or implement reconnecting ministries with 	
 materials and training to help minister to inactive members.

9. That conferences will assist churches to birth, grow, and support mission-	
 minded, wholistic small groups.

10. That conferences will encourage and support church planting. 
11. That every union and conference leader holds, or directly participates in, at 	

 least one evangelistic series in the Southern Union in 2009.

That means I will be preaching an evangelistic meeting in the Southern Union in 
2009.  I’m excited that we’ve gone on record with the Lord and with ourselves that 
we will attempt the impossible.  Come, Holy Spirit, we need You.  Thank you for be-
ing a part of this adventure.  I believe the church you attend will attempt the impos-
sible.  And, we will give God all the praise and all the glory.

It Seems Impossible
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It’s Soul-
Winning Time

Carolina Conference
New challenges and opportuni-

ties for reaching every person in 
the Carolinas continue to expand. 
During 2007, 500,000 homes received 
invitations to study the Bible through 
the mission-mailing program. Addi-
tional quarterly mailings are planned 
to reach another 500,000 homes in 
2008.

More than 100 requests totaling 
$800,000 for Carolina Breakthrough 
evangelism subsidies have been sent 
to the Conference evangelism coor-
dinator. 

The Conference is planning two 
evangelism field schools this year. 
Southern Adventist University will be 
holding a field school of evangelism 
in the Columbia, South Carolina, 

Miriam Isla (left), West Palm Beach, Florida, Hispanic Church elder, leads a small 
group Bible study that has resulted in 17 baptisms since it was formed in 2006. This 
ministry group, one of 15 in the church, meets in the home of Lourdes Nieves, and was 
spawned as a result of health screening events held in the community. Two new groups 
are scheduled to begin in February after members hold health-screening services in 
their communities, according to Vicmael Arroyo, pastor.

“What time is it?” Willie Black asked his congregation.  From 
the pews his son, James, responded, “It’s soul-winning time!” In 
the Southern Union it is always soul-winning time. By the end 
of the third quarter of 2007, God blessed the conferences in 
the Southern Union to report 6,038 baptisms and professions of 
faith. As 2008 begins, conference leaders, pastors and members, 
teachers and students are off to a running start for another great 
year of public and personal evangelism.

By R. Steven Norman, III
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area this spring. Andrews University 
Theological Seminary and the North 
American Division Evangelism Insti-
tute will hold a field school in the 
Raleigh, North Carolina, area this fall.  

This fall one dozen churches in 
the Asheville/Hendersonville area 
will team up to hold an area-wide 
evangelistic meeting as well.

  
Florida Conference

God’s blessing upon evangelism 
in 2007 was felt throughout Florida 
Conference.  A satellite campaign at 
Forest City Spanish Church in April, 
with Conference Hispanic evange-
list Rolando de los Rios, resulted in 
more than 500 baptisms.  In October 
12 simultaneous reaping meetings 
in north Florida, held by Conference 
office staff, pastors, and evangelists, 
saw more than 100 individuals bap-
tized. A fall reaping campaign in the 
Lauderhill Church, with preaching 
by former calypso musician Claudius 
Morgan, resulted in 104 baptisms.  
The Conference evangelistic team, 
Bill and Sunshine Waters, saw 50 
new members join the Bradenton 
Church in August during their Bible 
Prophecy Made Simple meetings.

Newton Hoillette, pastor of the 
Lehigh Acres Church near Ft. Myers, 
trained 16 lay volunteer Bible work-
ers who helped prepare 58 individu-
als for baptism. Miriam Isla has been 

leading a small group meeting in 
the Miami area that resulted in 17 
baptisms.

Youth teams will highlight 
2008 evangelism plans this sum-
mer before the national Adventist-
Laymen’s Services 
and Industries (ASI) 
convention opens in 
Tampa.  Each year, 
a youth-led series of 
meetings provides 
evangelistic training 
for young people that 
results in stirring testi-
monies and stories at 
the convention.

In the fall, young 
people will be among 
those holding Har-
vest 2008 meetings 
simultaneously in 

central Florida with 
Mark Finley’s October 
24-November 29 NET 
series from the Forest Lake Church 
in Apopka.  A Spanish-language 
campaign will be held by de los Rios, 
November 1-8, in the Miami Central 
Spanish Church as a culmination to 
small-group evangelism ministry that 
will be ongoing this year in Spanish-
speaking churches. Both series of 
meetings will be uplinked via satel-
lite on the Hope Channel network.

A grand celebration for the Eng-
lish and Spanish meetings will take 

place December 5 and 6 in the For-
est Lake Academy gymnasium, where 
an invitation will also be extended to 
individuals who haven’t yet made a 
decision for baptism.

Georgia-Cumberland Conference
Forty-three lay evangelist teams 

preached the story of salvation dur-
ing a November 2007 ShareHim se-
ries in the Atlanta, Georgia, area. At 
the conclusion of the meetings, more 
than 100 were baptized.

Richardo Campos participated 
in ShareHim for the first time in the 
November series. He preached in 
a home for 16 nights and had 39 
people attending his meetings. Six 

Wilfredo Valle presents a ShareHim message in Cham-
blee, Georgia. Valle is part of a team of several lay evan-
gelists who preached the Seventh-day Adventist message 
in November 2007, reaping 100 baptisms.

All Nations Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
Norcross, Georgia, heard “I do” declared five 
times in the context of baptism and wedding 
vows. The first three occurred June 30, 2007, 
during the baptism of Susan Fink (left), 
Rosa Maria Galarza, and Samuel Cline. The 
following Sunday, July 1, Samuel and Rosa 
repeated this vow to each other in the context 
of holy matrimony. 

Brand new members of the Celebration, Florida, Company wasted no time banding 
together in praise immediately following their baptisms. 
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individuals were baptized as a result. 
“At the beginning it was hard and I 
was nervous,” says Campos. “With 
time and the way people were react-
ing, it gave me more confidence.”

In total, 132 lay Hispanic teams 
have been trained in the Atlanta 
metro area. Forty-three teams held 
campaigns, November 2-17, 2007, 
and the remaining will preach from 
March 21 to April 5, 2008.

“I am elated to hear how God 
has blessed these efforts.  I passion-
ately believe that this is where God 
is calling us, as a Conference,” says 
Ed Wright, Conference president. 
“Evangelism has always been at 
the core of our purpose, but for 
too long we have relied on “pro-
fessionals” to do it.  As more and 
more members embrace this divine 
call, we will not only see increased 
decisions for Christ, but stronger 
and more vibrant members in our 
churches, as well.  I am proud of 
our Hispanic members for leading 
the way, inspiring all of us!”

Gulf  States Conference 
Following on the heels of its 

500-plus baptisms in 2007, Gulf 
States is planning a major evan-
gelistic thrust in Montgomery, 
Alabama, for 2008. In cooperation 
with South Central Conference, 
they will have 12 satellite church 
locations. Each church is prepar-

ing the territory in its own area, and 
each will have its own speaker. At 
the conclusion, they hope to plant a 
church in Prattville, Alabama.

A particularly exciting church 
plant last year involved students from 
Bass Memorial Academy.  English 
teacher Drew Rester had been hop-
ing for years to start a church in 
Wiggins, Mississippi. For two years, 
Adventist Church members met in 
his parents’ home, but last summer 
they bought a building in Wiggins 

and prepared to hold evangelistic 
meetings. Bass students were excited 
about the project and became in-
volved in the effort. They blanketed 
the entire county with literature, and 
contributed to the meetings via scrip-
ture presentation, prayer, special mu-
sic, and child care. Currently, there 
are about 40 in regular attendance at 
the new church.

Kentucky-Tennessee Conference
God blessed evangelism in the 

Maximina San Juan (center) teaches a small group that has become the nucleus of the 
Betel Mission in Kilptarick, Alabama. Surrounding her are Maribel Silvan Lopez (left), 
Marixa Lopez, Ana Lopez, and Gavino Francisco. During the summer of 2007, she helped 
bring nine individuals to Jesus.
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Kentucky-Tennessee Conference dur-
ing 2007. The evangelistic meetings 
preceding the ASI convention in Lou-
isville proved to be a great blessing. 
Young people in preparation for the 
meetings visited thousands of homes. 
Many of them converged on the city 
and were joined by the local youth 
of the churches. All of the young 
evangelists who conducted the meet-
ings were powerful preachers. Si-
multaneous with the ASI evangelistic 
meetings, Louisville First conducted 
their own campaign. They invited 
Douglas Na’a, a seminary student, to 
be the evangelist.

 Phillip Sizemore, the new pastor 
at South Louisville, stirred up such an 
interest in evangelism that the church 
board voted to augment the $12,000 
budget, provided by the Conference, 
with another $20,000 from the church 
coffers.

Evangelism thrived in the 
Hispanic congregations. The three 
Hispanic pastors were responsible 
for conducting 24 campaigns. Some 
of these campaigns they preached 
themselves; some were conducted by 
visiting evangelists.

Dennis Rogers, a layman of the 
Ohio County Church, has a burden 
for saving people. Rogers teamed 
with Jimmy Rone, a new member 
and former methamphetamine user, 
to start a program called Celebrate 
Recovery at the local jail. Dennis and 
Jimmy gave the inmates hope, not 
only for their addictions but also for 

their salvation through Jesus Christ. 
Through this ministry, David and his 
wife, Kathy, were baptized. 

John Van Zyl, Conference min-
isterial director says, “God blessed 

us by adding 420 souls to 
our Conference family, but 
we recognize it is but a frac-
tion of what God wants to 
do for us. We are launch-
ing the new year with three 
Homeland Evangelism rallies. 
Building healthy churches 
will be our focus this year. 
Administration is scheduled 
to meet with every congrega-
tion to review their plans for 
spiritual growth, discipling, 
evangelism, and community 
involvement. We recognize 
that retaining and discipling 
members are equally impor-
tant. Unhealthy congregations 
do not have the vitality and 
spiritual energy to accomplish 

those important tasks.”

South Atlantic Conference
William Winston, Conference 

executive secretary, reports 1,189 
baptisms for the South Atlantic 
Conference during 2007. Of these 
baptisms, 330 occurred at the Atlanta, 
Georgia, Berean Church where an 
evangelistic culture has been created 
through innovative worship services 
and ongoing outreach initiatives. The 
members engaged in “Tract Attacks,” 
community block parties, musical 
concerts, a Habitat for Humanity 

“house-build,” two weekly television 
broadcasts, and two public evange-
listic campaigns with Carlton P. Byrd, 
D.Div., senior pastor, as speaker.

Byrd says, “Two public evange-
listic campaigns and an evangelistic 
collegiate ministry are planned for 
2008. Our church believes that God 
is going to do ‘exceeding abundantly 
above all’ we can ever ask or think 
in 2008!”

South Central Conference
The South Central Conference is 

working to establish 22 new church-
es in five years. Benjamin P. Browne, 

Benjamin P. Browne (fourth from left), South Central president, is pictured with the bap-
tismal candidates for the new church group in Demopolis, Alabama, in the South Central 
Conference. The evangelistic meeting was conducted by Conference evangelist Alfred Miller.

Carlton P. Byrd, D.Div., pastor of the Be-
rean Church in Atlanta, Georgia, baptizes 
Verna Little during the fall “Standing 
on the Word” Bible Conference, which 
resulted in 129 baptisms.

Hector Hernandez, pastor of the Brunswick, Geor-
gia, Church, baptizes one of six new individuals 
at his church from a September 2007 evangelistic 
effort.
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Conference president, says, “Three 
congregations were organized during 
2007, to make a total of six congre-
gations organized since 2006.  These 
new congregations are located in Ev-
ergreen, Demopolis, and Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama.”

Edgardo J. Herrera, Latino co-
ordinator and pastor of the Agape 
Church in Kilpatrick, Alabama, 
shares the stories of Maria Andres 
Felipe and Maximina San Juan, who 
share a passion to share the story 
of Christ’s transforming grace with 
their relatives and neighbors. During 
the summer of 2007, San Juan and 
Felipe participated in a tent meeting 
where nine people gave their lives to 
Jesus Christ. Currently, Maximina San 
Juan is the leader of a small group of 
eight, which she is preparing for the 
Alejandro Bullón reaping meeting in 
April 2008. Every year Maria Andres 
Felipe brings three to seven people 
to Jesus Christ. Last year she brought 
five new members and led this group 
to prepare a new, small-group com-
munity called Betel Mission, in Kil-
patrick, Alabama.  As a result of the 
members’ labors, God had blessed 
the Agape Church to grow from 18 
members in 2003, to 83 members in 
2007. This church is averaging about 
15 new members each year through 
the discipleship program.

Southeastern Conference
The Southeastern Conference 

has challenged itself to generate 
a Conference-wide goal of baptiz-
ing 1,000 in one day during camp 
meeting. Willie L. Taylor, Conference 
president, calls it “1K in 1 DAY!”  It 
will turn camp meeting into a soul-
winning convention.    

Last November the pastors met 
to receive strategic training. Office 

staff and lay 
leaders have also 
been briefed 
regarding the 
mission.  

Each mem-
ber and worker is 
asked to conduct 
at least one study 
with a relative 
or friend, and is 
expected to assist 
their team part-
ner with his or 
her study as well. 
Theus Young, 
Conference 
publishing direc-
tor, will provide 
every Southeast-
ern member with 
a Bible Readings 
for the Home. 

Clarence Wright, Conference per-
sonal ministries director, is planning 
numerous joint leadership lay train-
ing classes.  Nicole Brise, Conference 
prayer coordinator and women’s 
ministries director, is coordinating 
Conference-wide evangelism prayer 
services, as well as committing to a 
goal for the women. Lewis Edwards, 
Conference family life director, is 
planning a family evangelism series. 
Many are involved with joint ministry 
efforts to make this enormous goal a 
reality.

Florida Hospital College of  
Health Sciences

Finding opportunities for spiri-
tual outreach is a challenge at a 
college that is largely a commuter 
campus and has a intense health 
sciences curriculum. Florida Hospital 
College chaplains Stan Dobias and 
Reynold Acosta are committed to 
finding meaningful chances to do 
just that. The College has sponsored 
mission trips to Russia, Cuba, and 
Central America to build buildings or 
work with orphanages.  However, 
the chaplains challenged the campus 
ministry team to take mission trips to 
do public evangelism in partnership 
with ShareHim and The Quiet Hour.

“I felt God calling me,” said 

Maria Andres Felipe (right) teaches Jeremias Coix and Maria 
Lorenzo. Every year Felipe brings three to seven people to Jesus 
Christ. Last year she brought five new members and led this 
group to prepare a new, small-group community called Betel 
Mission, in Kilpatrick, Alabama.  

Baptismal candidates anxiously await baptism at the Atlanta, Georgia, Berean 
Church, at the conclusion of a fall evangelistic meeting by Carlton P. Byrd, D.Div. 
Courthney Russell (left), Suvette Seelal, Trovi Fulp, and Byron Biggs were included with 
the individuals baptized, which resulted in 330 baptisms during 2007.
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Jason Busch when Acosta asked stu-
dents to spend the majority of their 
August break working in Mexico 
City. When Ashley Skinner was asked 
to consider preaching, she immedi-
ately said, “Absolutely not!” But, she 
could not get the thought of preach-
ing out her mind. During one of her 

sleepless nights she decided to put 
God to the test and step out in faith. 
In less than a week, Ashley raised 
$797 to cover her expenses for the 
trip.

On August 7, 2007, Jason, Ash-
ley, and the rest of the team flew to 
Mexico City to work with five local 

churches that ranged in size from 100 
to 300 members. In spite of Hur-
ricane Dean, the attendance at the 
sites exceeded the seating capac-
ity of the churches. The students 
who feared public speaking spoke 
with power and were embraced by 
the audiences. When the meetings 
concluded, numerous decisions were 
made for Christ. 

Dennis Ross, evangelism co-
ordinator for the Southern Union, 
reminds us, “Evangelism is still the 
life blood of the Southern Union. We 
still believe that people need to be 
reached with the Gospel for Christ. 
. . . Jesus said GO. Where are we to 
go? Go everywhere. Go wherever 
there are people. In your own home, 
on the computer, on the job, in the 
supermarket, library, civic meetings, 
airports, wherever people gather. 
Joses Sierra a young man in Florida 
Conference has gone onto myspace.
com and started more than 400 Bible 
studies. There are countless opportu-
nities where we can share our testi-
mony with people.  The challenge is 
not finding people. The challenge is 
obeying Jesus command, ‘GO.’ May 
this be our determination in 2008!”

Ashley Skinner, a member of the Florida Hospital College of Health Sciences Campus 
Ministries team, put God to the test, and stepped out in faith to evangelize.

Anna Romanov and three other youth held 
an evangelistic meeting in Greenwood, 
South Carolina.

The Seventh-day Adventist move-
ment was set ablaze by a passion 
burning in the hearts of young 
people.  Many leaders among the 
early Adventists were “kids.”  J. N. 
Andrews was 22 when he served 
on the publishing committee. Ellen 
White was 17 when she had her first 
vision.  Uriah Smith was 21 when 
he joined the publishing work. 
James White preached 1,000 ser-
mons before his 21st birthday.  God 
tapped into the energy and vision of 
teenagers and young adults to begin 
a church that made a profound 
impact.

In 1912, Ellen White published 
an article which called upon the 
Church to re-enlist young people in 
its mission. It concludes with these 
ringing words: “With such an army 
of workers as our youth rightly 
trained..., how soon the message of 
a crucified, risen, and soon-coming 
Savior might be carried to the 
whole world! How soon might the 

Youth 
Called

end come, — the end of suffering 
and sorrow and sin!”  

We don’t have all of the an-
swers as to how we might accom-
plish this, but over the past several 
months, we have sensed once again 
God calling us to give this clarion 
call. We are convicted that Jesus 
is coming soon, and He desires to 
accomplish His dream of herald-
ing the Gospel through the lips and 
lives of our young people. We have 
been praying for God to raise up 
youth evangelistic teams in Florida 
Conference.  In 2008 we are looking 
to support pilot projects involving 
our youth in carrying the message 
about Jesus and His grace and truth. 
Please join with us in praying for an 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
our young people, and that God 
will show us what He wants to do 
through them. 

Michael Cauley 
President, Florida Conference
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Carolina Conference
March 1-8
SU/SAU Field School for Evangelism Re-
vival, Columbia, South Carolina.
May 23-June 28
SU/SAU Field School for Evangelism, 
Columbia, South Carolina.
July 25-27
ShareHim Bootcamp, Nosoca Pines, Lib-
erty, South Carolina. 

Florida Conference
March 14-16
Elders’ Certification (Personal Evange-
lism), Florida Conference Office, Orlando, 
Florida.

Georgia-Cumberland Conference
November 21-23
Homeland Lay Evangelism Bootcamp, 
Collegedale/Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
area (contact E.W. Dempsey at the Con-
ference Office for location).

Gulf  States Conference
February 22-24
ShareHim Bootcamp, Camp Alamisco, Dadev-
ille, Alabama. 
April 18-May 3		
ShareHim Lay Mentoring Series, Pensa-
cola, Florida.
September 5-7
ShareHim Bootcamp, Camp Alamisco, 
Pensacola, Alabama.

Kentucky-Tennessee Conference
April 4-6		

ShareHim Bootcamp, Indian Creek Camp, 
Liberty, Tennessee.
August 22-24		
ShareHim Bootcamp (contact John Van 
Zyl at the Conference Office for loca-
tion) 

South Atlantic Conference
October 24-26		
MegaFest Lay Evangelism Training Rally, 
River Oaks Convention Center, Orange-
burg, South Carolina.

South Central Conference
March 22
Church Growth Seminar, Emmanuel 
Church, Hopkinsville, Kentucky.
October 18-25
Parable Series (Decision Revival), Emman-
uel Church, Hopkinsville, Kentucky.

Southeastern Conference
March 28, 29
Elders’ Certification in Personal Evange-
lism, Bethel Church, Florida City, Florida.
April 12
ShareHim Rally, First University Church, 
Tampa, Florida.
May 10
Church Growth Seminar, Southern Most 
Church, Key West, Florida.
October 4
Elders’ Certification (Personal Evange-
lism), Pensacola, Florida.
December 12-14
ShareHim Bootcamp, First University 
Church, Tampa, Florida.

Southern Union-wide
October 24-November 29
NET 2008 with Mark Finley, Forest Lake 
Academy, Apopka, Florida.
December 1-4
2008 Southern Union Evangelism Council, 
Daytona Beach, Florida. 

Resources for Personal 
and Public Evangelism:
Advent Source — 800-328-0525 
Amazing Facts — 916-434-3880 
Seminars Unlimited — 800-982-3344 
ShareHim — www.ShareHim.org
The Quiet Hour—800-900-2021 

2008 Public and Personal 
Evangelism Training 

Opportunities
Are you involved in the work of spreading the Gospel? What are your own spiritual gifts, and how can they be 

used in this work? As you pray for preparation or an opportunity to serve, here are training opportunities provided by 
your local conference and the Southern Union office of church growth/evangelism that you can consider:

Ministry Opportunity

 Hold a ShareHim Homeland 
Evangelistic Campaign. To see 
a list of 2008 campaigns in the 
Southern Union territory, visit
www.ShareHim.org.
 Participate in the ASI Youth 
for Jesus Evangelistic Campaign, 
July 9-August 9, 2008, in Tampa, 
Florida. Visit www.asiyouthforje-
sus.org.
 Join the Good News Atlanta 
project coordinated by the South 
Atlantic and Georgia-Cumberland 
conferences. For more informa-
tion, contact your local confer-
ence president.
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There was great celebration as 
Brian, Deb, and Trendy McDan-
iel were baptized, November 24, 
2007. Their journey began at Emory 
Adventist Hospital where Brian is 
assistant vice presi-
dent. Dennis Kiley, 
president of Emory 
Adventist Hospital 
in Smyrna, Geor-
gia, along with his 
wife, Kathy, began 
an outreach church 
at the hospital. 
They invited Brian 
and his family to 
attend. At first they 
attended every fifth 
week when Brian 
was on call and 
then gradually be-
gan attending every 
Sabbath.

When the 
congregation was 
transferred to the 

Lakewood Church in Smyrna, Brian 
and his family began attending the 
Calhoun, Georgia, Church. There, 
members Dennis and Tami Starkey, 
who had met the McDaniels several 

months prior at an interdenomi-
national marriage retreat, began 
giving them Bible studies. After 
completing the studies, Brian, Deb, 
and Trendy entered the baptistry 

together and sealed 
their ongoing com-
mitment to the 
Lord. The McDan-
iels are now in the 
process of giving 
studies to their ex-
tended family.

Personal evan-
gelism, working on 
a one-to-one basis, 
is successful in the 
Calhoun Church. 
During the past 12 
months, 34 individ-
uals have become 
members through 
baptism, rebaptism, 
or by profession of 
faith. A special fea-
ture of each baptism 

Phil White (left), Calhoun, Georgia, Church senior pastor, greets Dan and Beli-
na Bramblett on Sabbath morning during his pew ministry. Dan is the brother 
of Deb McDaniel. They are now taking Bible studies from the McDaniels.   

Personal Evangelism Brings 
34 to Christ

By Barbara Mittleider

Tamara
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is when Phil White, senior pastor, 
invites the local elders and or-
dained ministers to participate in a 
commissioning service for the new 
member. The pastor offers prayer, 
and all participants join in the lay-
ing on of hands for the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit to empower the 
new member for service.

Each one is anxious that their 
spiritual gifts may be discovered. 
For “... if they are connected with 
Christ, if the gifts of the Spirit are 
theirs, … His disciples will have a 
power that will tell upon hearts” 
Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 328.

Jason Everts was raised in an 
Adventist home but had never 
come to the place of feeling the 
need for a full commitment to the 
Lord. For years he was away from 
the Church, but during the past 
year and a half he had been study-
ing and getting to know God in a 
more personal way. At his baptism 
he acknowledged that this was the 
real starting point and that he was 
finally on the right path.

Shortly after his baptism on 
August 25, 2007, he went on a 
short-term mission trip to Haiti. The 
need in Haiti was so overwhelm-
ingly great that he wondered what 
he could do to continue his new 

ministry of helping others. He is 
currently giving Bible studies to 
another young man and woman in 
the community.

Bill Lewis began working five 
years ago on the farm of David and 
Cheryl Brannon. Meanwhile, David 
Brannon, M.D., became better ac-
quainted with Bill’s wife, Pat, who 
worked with him in the operating 
room at Gordon Adventist Hospital 
in Calhoun.

Cheryl invited Bill and Pat to 
church. With many conflicts or fam-
ily obligations, this wasn’t possible 
until, one Friday as Bill was leaving 
the farm, he told Cheryl, “We’ll see 
you at church tomorrow.”

Church attendance raised many 
questions in their minds, so the 
Brannons began Bible studies with 
them. Both had open and willing 
hearts, and one evening as they 
were leaving the Brannons’ home, 
they indicated they had made their 
decision to accept what they had 
been studying.

Bill and Pat were baptized 
December 23, 2006. They invited 
other family members to attend 
church with them. As a result, their 
granddaughter, Emily Case, was 
baptized on July 21, 2007, and their 
daughter, Ana Roberts, on Decem-

How Does It 
Happen?

Every Sabbath Phil White, 
senior pastor of the Calhoun, 
Georgia, Church, walks through-
out the sanctuary greeting 
everyone in the pews. With 15 
to 20 non-member guests each 
Sabbath, his pew ministry has 
proved to be an effective part of 
the soul-winning process. This 
has also helped him find several 
interested individuals seeking 
Bible studies. To get the church 
involved in ministry, members 
are invited to participate in the 
giving of Bible studies.

According to White, “What 
the Church needs is not more 
paid clergy, but more members 
who understand and accept 
their God-given calling to the 
priesthood of all believers. That 
means the Church needs more 
physicians who recognize their 
calling to be the best pastor-phy-
sician. The Church needs more 
carpenters who recognize their 
calling to be the best pastor-car-
penter. And so on. That’s what 
it’s going to take to grow the 
Kingdom of Heaven.”

Pastors Phil and Jan White baptized Brian and Deb McDaniel on November 24, 2007.

ber 22, 2007. Ana says, “Mom and 
Dad were so excited with what 
they were learning that I decided I 
wanted to join the studies.” Em-
ily is currently in eighth grade at 
Coble Elementary, the local church 
school.

It is thrilling to see how the 
Lord blesses when members ac-
tively participate in giving Bible 
studies and become more involved 
in the work of the Church. Cal-
houn members look forward with 
anticipation to a continued exciting 
journey with the Lord during 2008.

Barbara Mittleider is the com-
munication coordinator at the Cal-
houn, Georgia, Church.
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Carolina News

 

The Messiah’s Mansion 
visited both the Kerners-
ville and Hendersonville, 
N.C., churches this past 
fall. In both communities 
the response was positive. 
Donovan Davis, senior 
pastor at Kernersville, and 
Charles Ferguson, senior 
pastor at Hendersonville, 
commented that many of 

the people who visited the 
exhibit were Christians of 
other denominations. They 
were studying the sanctu-
ary and found the exhibit 
and tour beneficial, and 
the tour guides well-versed 
and interesting. Pastors 
and members of other 
churches in both areas said 
they would like the exhibit 

to return annually.
Guided tours were 

conducted by staff and 
students from Okla-
homa Academy as well 
as by adult and youth 
church members in 
both locations. 

Nearly 4,000 
people toured the Mes-
siah’s Mansion in Kern-
ersville, and more than 
3,700 individuals went 
through the exhibit in 
Hendersonville. 

In order to follow-
up on the interest 
generated by the ex-

hibit, Jorge Baute, Hender-
sonville associate pastor, 
wrote and presented a 
series of lectures, which 
showed how lessons 
were taught through the 
sanctuary and its services 
included insights into the 
28 Fundamental Beliefs of 
Seventh-day Adventists. 

John Williams, audio-
visual director for the 
Hendersonville Church, 
took Baute’s notes and 
composed a PowerPoint 
presentation, correlating 
what they had seen in the 
Messiah’s Mansion with 
what the Bible teaches on 
each of these topics. Baute 
and Ferguson presented 
this innovative method of 
evangelism to the pas-
tors at the Southern Union 
ministerial meeting last 
month in Daytona Beach, 
Fla. 

As a result of the 
exhibit in Hendersonville, 
32 individuals who are not 
Seventh-day Adventists 
attended at least one of 
Baute’s presentations, and 
28 attended all. In addi-
tion, 250 members of area 
Adventist churches attend-
ed one or more nights.

—BY JOHN SWEIGART

Messiah’s Mansion Leads to Sanctuary Message

Rocky Mount Pastor Marries
The wedding service 

of Adina Loredana Ispas, 
formerly of Houston, Tex., 
and Daniel Bran, pastor 
of the Rocky Mount and 
Roanoke Rapids, N.C., 
churches, took place on 
September 16, 2007, at the 
Rocky Mount Church. 

The service, with John 
Sweigart, Conference min-
isterial secretary, officiat-
ing, blended elements of 
traditional wedding ser-
vices in Romania and the 
United States. Adina was 
given away by her father, a 

petroleum 
engineer, 
and her 
mother, 
a home-
maker. Her 
younger 
sister, 
Larissa, 
a college 
student 
and brides-
maid, read 
a poem. Daniel’s brother, 
Emanuel, a ministerial 
student at Newbold College 
in England, and his wife, 

Camelia, 
were best 
man and 
matron 
of honor. 
They also 
presented 
a blessing 
in music 
during the 
service. 

Adina 
and Daniel 

were born in the formerly 
communist country of 
Romania. Their stories of 
what they experienced 

growing up and coming to 
the United States are amaz-
ing. How they met and 
carried on a long-distance 
courtship is romantic. 

Along with other fam-
ily and friends, members 
of both of Bran’s churches 
were present to witness the 
joyful celebration. 

The Brans reside 
in Rocky Mount, where 
Daniel pastors, and Adina 
is adapting to life in the 
parsonage. 

—BY JOHN SWEIGART
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Carolina News

While Billy Benfield 
was driving down Interstate 
85 near Gaffney, S.C., he 
suddenly stepped on his 
brakes and pulled over to 

the side of the highway. 
Something had caught his 
attention, and he had to 
take a closer look.

Benfield, a Seventh-

day Adventist from Green-
ville, S.C., has a passion 
for collecting signs. What 
had caused him to sud-
denly stop was the sight 
of a brand new billboard 
high overhead with a group 
of smiling faces and the 
words, “Welcome! to South 
Carolina from your friends 
at the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church.”

While he enjoyed 
seeing the new billboard 
display, what really piqued 
his interested was the old 
sign still resting against the 
base of the structure. Know-
ing it was probably headed 
for the junk yard, he called 
the Carolina Conference 

office and asked if he could 
have it.

“I want to put it on the 
side of my barn,” Benfield 
explained.

Not only is Benfield a 
collector of signs, but he 
likes to profess his beliefs 
on his licence plates as 
well. His wife’s car has a 
plate that proclaims “Sab-
bath,” and his car sports 
an advertisement for his 
favorite Adventist Television 
station, the Three Angels 
Broadcasting Network 
(3ABN).

And, they do get no-
ticed. Many times he has 
driven down the road and 
had folks wave at him. 
Once in Charlotte, N.C., 
someone held up a Sab-
bath school quarterly as a 
gesture of support.

When Benfield places 
the old sign from the In-
terstate on the side of his 
barn, he will be one of the 
last to use the old billboard 
design. The Southern Union 
and the North American 
Division are planning to 
adopt a design based on 
the one used in the Carolina 
Conference. 

It’s a continued effort 
to, like Billy Benfield, tell 
the world what Seventh-day 
Adventists are all about.

—BY BECKY CARPENTER

Old Sign Creates Witnessing Opportunity

The members of 
the Sharon Church in 
Charlotte, N.C., met on 
December 22, 2007, for 
vespers and refreshments 
on the site of their new 
church and school. 

The outline of the 

new facilities were laid 
out in yellow tape so 
members could walk the 
perimeter and pray for 
God’s guidance.  

The new church struc-
ture will seat 500, and will 
provide rooms for many 

church and community 
activities. The school will 
accommodate 12 grades. 
There is an 86-foot tower 
on the church that will be 
visible from I-485, alerting 
all passing motorists to 
the location of the church. 

The plan is to break 
ground this spring.

They pray that, with 
God’s blessing, the new 
church and school will 
become a lighthouse for 
truth in the Charlotte area. 

—BY ELLIE GREEN

Sharon Church Hosts Long-Awaited Vespers
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Florida News

 

A groundbreaking cer-
emony for the new 10,151-
square-foot North Lake 
Church near Leesburg, 
Fla., was held November 
4, 2007, in a service led by 
Dotty Pommer, head elder.

Reggie Bacchus,  
assistant head elder of the 
near 80-member congrega-
tion, shared expressions of 
devotion and praise:

“Two years ago, 
through Your servants 
Obed and Coretta Graham, 
You gave us this beauti-
ful hill for the purpose 
of building a church to 
Your glory. Today, we 

come to dedicate not only 
ourselves, but this broken 
ground for the service of 
our God. We pray this new 

church will be a citadel, a 
house of refuge, a light to 
the community, so when 
visitors join us in worship, 

they may find this church 
to be one of unconditional 
love and acceptance.

“We also pray a special 
blessing on Allan Miller, 
our construction superin-
tendent; Hubert Moog, our 
building committee chair-
man; and Randy Smith, our 
building contractor. We 
dedicate these skilled men 
to Your service.”

Congratulatory messages 
and words of challenge were 
given by the pastor, Mel 
Landers; local leaders; and 
Conference administrators.

—by Chet Jordan

North Lake Church Breaks Ground

Paul Cunningham (left), Dennis Fletcher, Ann Fletcher, Warren 
Minter, Louise Patterson, and Loretta Moog participated in the No-
vember 4, 2007, North Lake church groundbreaking.

Willingness, service, 
and integrity were the key 
points of the message by 
Keith Harding, pastor at 
Maranatha Church, Miami, 
Fla., for an ordination ser-
vice that included women 
for the first time in Marana-
tha Church’s history. The 
pastor exhorted the three 
individuals being ordained 
to uphold the integrity of 
the office of elder, to make 
service in the community a 
focal point of their mis-
sion, to embrace the truth, 
and to demonstrate practi-
cal love for the Gospel by 
sharing it with boldness 
and clarity.

The candidates for 
ordination: 

Ottmar Wilson, with 
a passion for men’s min-
istries, prays that God 
will use this ministry to 
enhance the spiritual life 
of the church and that the 

men will become role mod-
els, committed husbands, 
and responsible fathers 
under Divine control. A 
third generation Adventist, 
who has also served the 
Lord in his native Jamaica, 
he currently offers spiritual 
counsel to the Pathfinders, 
teaches Sabbath school, 
and supervises the activities 
of the deacons.

Janet Fox, serving in 
the family life and Sabbath 

school departments, has 
allowed God to use her 
ministry as a glue to hold 
many families together. 
Fox believes hospitality is 
one avenue through which 
the church can bridge the 
divide between young 
and old and lead others to 
Christ. Baptized at the age 
of 13 in Birmingham, Eng-
land, this second genera-
tion Adventist later immi-
grated to the United States.

Ruby Williams, as a 
founding member of the 
Maranatha Church, worked 
untiringly and gave sacrifi-
cially to the establishment 
and growth of the church. 
Williams has served as 
head deaconess in the 
church for 17 years. She is 
passionate about evange-
lizing and has witnessed 
the conversion of five 
relatives and three life-long 
friends. Originally baptized 
in Jamaica, she recommit-
ted her life to Christ and 
was the first candidate to 
be baptized in 1976 when 
Maranatha formed  
as a company.

After the ordination 
prayer, the families were 
invited to join the newly 
ordained elders on the 
platform where Harding 
charged them to be co- 
laborers in God’s work.

—by Lesonie Walker

History Made at Maranatha Ordination Service

Elders ordained at Maranatha Church in Miami were Ottmar 
Wilson (left), Janet Fox, and Ruby Williams.
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Florida News

Five members of the 
Winter Springs Pathfinder 
Club drill team were 
honored to serve as color 
guard for the November 24, 
2007, National Basketball 
Association (NBA) game 
between the Orlando Magic 
and the Miami Heat.

Presenting four flags 
during the National An-
them were Bianca Diaz, the 
Christian flag; Joe Mercado, 
the Pathfinder flag; Ivy San-
chez, the Florida flag; and, 
Elvin Gonzalez, the Ameri-
can flag. Kayla Pyecha, drill 
team captain, called out 
the positioning commands 
and presented arms to the 
American flag with a sharp 
salute.

Considering the intense 
rivalry between the two 
Florida NBA teams, the 
game at Amway Arena was 
sold out. “It was awe-
some to show everyone 

that we as an organization 
and a club were honor-
ing Pathfinders, Florida, 
America, and most impor-
tantly, God,” said Pyecha in 
speaking for the group.

The drill team gave 
credit for the opportunity 
to Winter Springs Church 
member Norm Middag 
who made the contact and 
necessary arrangements. 
Middag is former Pathfind-
er director for the North 
American Division.

Following the No-
vember 24 appearance, 
the team received invita-
tions to provide the color 
guard for two additional 
games: the Orlando Magic 
and New York Knicks on 
December 26, and the New 
Year’s Day Capital One 
Citrus Bowl game between 
University of Florida and 
University of Michigan.

—by Bianca Diaz

Pathfinder Drill Team Present Flags at NBA Game

The Winter Springs Pathfinder Club drill team present the flags 
during an NBA game between the Orlando Magic and the Miami 
Heat on November 24, 2007.
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In response to the serious public health risk of 
smoking, Orlando, Fla., Central Church is offering  
a six-week stop-smoking clinic facilitated by Jack 
McCaskill, formerly with the American Cancer So-
ciety. The clinic will be offered Monday nights, 7-8 
p.m., February 25-March 31, in the church’s Hillcrest 
Community Center.

Clinic participants will learn about the addictive 
nature of tobacco products and health dangers asso-
ciated with smoking, how to prepare to quit smok-
ing, coping skills to stay smoke-free, and how to get 
needed support after becoming smoke-free.

The church plans to offer community outreach 
programs on healthy living and wellness in 2008.

—by Cherie Faircloth

Orlando Church to Host
Stop-Smoking Clinic

A 100-member orchestra composed of strings 
students, pre-K through grade 12, from Forest Lake 
Education Center (FLEC), Longwood, Fla., and Forest 
Lake Academy (FLA), Apopka, Fla., presented a con-
cert, December 12, 2007, in H.H. Schmidt Auditorium 
on the FLA campus. Conductor Chip Everts, strings 
instructor at both schools, says, “It was good for the 
academy students to mentor the elementary students, 
and excellent for the elementary students to see what 
they could look forward to at the academy.”

Strings Students Combine 
in 100-member Orchestra
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Georgia-Cumberland News

 

Attend the Georgia-
Cumberland Youth Festival 
“Shine,” Sabbath, March 
29, at the Cross Point 
Christian Centre, 2681 
Underwood Street, Dalton, 
Ga. Call 800-567-1844, 
x346, or email alyse@
gccsda.com to learn more.

Registration is open 
for Cohutta Springs Youth 
Camp. Email campinfo@
gccsda.com or register on-
line at www.cs-yc.com.

The Adventist South-
ern Deaf  Fellowship (SDF) 
group shared with more 
than 3,000 deaf people 
who attended the Ameri-
can Sign Language (ASL) 
Expo, October 20, 2007, in 
Atlanta, Ga.

Eighth graders from 
A.W. Spalding Elementary 
helped school chaplain 
Tabor Nudd lead out in 
a week of prayer, fall 
2007, at the Bowman Hills 
School.

Fifty enthusiastic  
seniors — ages 47 to 82 — 
from Maranatha Volunteers 
International built two 
1,400-square-foot staff 
houses for Advent Home, 
October 2007.

Bells rang Sabbath, 
November 3, 2007, at the 
Rome, Ga., church as the 
Oakwood Bell Choir from 
Huntsville, Ala., presented 
worship.

The All Nations 
Church in Norcross, Ga., 
held its first Neil Nedley 
Depression Recovery Semi-
nar. The 8-week seminar 
was attended by church 
members and visitors.

Pathfinders Visit U.S.S. Yorktown

Cohutta Dining Hall Expanding

Thirty-two Conference 
teens and staff attended a 
Pathfinder Teen Leadership 
Training at Patriots Point Na-
val & Maritime Museum near 
Charleston, S.C., November 
30-December 2, 2007. This 
was a trip to reward teen 
Pathfinders who go beyond 
the regular Pathfinder pro-
gram. 

“This trip presented a 
learning opportunity to help 
teens understand the role of 
the military, realize the cost 
of freedom, and better ap-
preciate being an American,” 
said John Swafford, Confer-
ence Pathfinder director. 

Highlights of the trip 
included a tour of the World 
War II aircraft carrier, the 
U.S.S. Yorktown. The group 
stayed overnight on the ship 
in the actual berthing areas 
once occupied by the crew. 
For the full effect of living 
aboard a World War II ship, 

Stanley Knight, Pathfind-
er director for the Carolina 
Conference, met the group 
to give a worship talk about 
“the daily war for our lives.”

—BY John Swafford AND 
Joe White

The Cohutta Springs 
Youth Camp dining hall is 
getting an additional 8,500 
square feet with an expan-
sion project that began 
December 2007. The project 
will cost $785,000. Funds are 
coming from the Georgia-

Cumberland Conference, 
Cohutta Springs Develop-
ment Association, and 
donors who have given 
$220,000 of the $300,000 
goal to date. 

The expansion will 
include eight guest rooms 

on the lower 
level, the din-
ing hall on 
the middle 
level, and a 
staff lounge 
on the upper 
level. The 
project is be-
ing built by 
East Tennes-

see Specialty Builders and 
is slated for completion May 
2008.

“With 200 additional 
campers each year, we 
desperately need the space 
to accommodate them,” says 
Rob Lang, Conference youth 
ministries director, who also 
serves as project manager 
for the dining hall expan-
sion. “Due to my passion 
on seeing this completed 
in time for camp, as well as 
previous experience in the 
building arena, I have been 
asked to serve as project 
manager.”
—BY TAMARA WOLCOTT FISHER

You can see the progress on the expansion by 
watching a live stream from the webcam at 
www.gccsda.com.
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the morning and evening 
meals were prepared and 
served in the “Chief's Mess” 
aboard the U.S.S. Yorktown. 

The group also toured 
World War II submarine 
Clamagore, World War II 
Destroyer Laffey, World War 
I Coast Guard Cutter Ing-
ham, and Fort Sumter.

On their bus ride to 
Charleston, they had the 
opportunity to view “The 
Conscientious Objector,” 
the documentary film about 
Desmond Doss. The group 
also visited the newly reno-
vated Congressional Medal 
of Honor Museum on board 
the U.S.S. Yorktown and 
noted the information about 
Desmond Doss. Doss was a 
Seventh-day Adventist who 
was the first of two non-
combatants to receive the 
Medal of Honor. Presently, 
3,459 have received the 
honor. 
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Georgia-Cumberland News

and decorated one of the 
nine tables and invited 
guests to join them at their 
table.  A white-shirted staff 
of 18 men from the church 
and community served the 
meal.

After dinner, everyone 
moved to the sanctuary for 
a Christmas program of mu-
sic and scripture readings. 

Joyce Peak, the charge 
nurse at Hospice House, 
spoke about the enormous 
physical, emotional, and 
spiritual benefits of hospice 
care. When the members 
presented her with a check 
for $1,170 and the prom-
ise of more that had been 
pledged, Peak responded, 
“I don't know what to say 
except ‘Thank you! Thank 
you!’  This is a really great 
thing that you are doing.” 

—BY Scott begley

Habitat for Humanity Home Dedicated

Hospice Benefit Held in Bristol
The Family Life Cen-

ter at the Bristol, Tenn., 
Church was transformed 
into a fine dining establish-
ment on December 2, 2007. 
The first Truly Christmas 
program brought together 

48 women from the church 
and community for a festive 
meal and spiritual program. 
The proceeds from the 
event were dedicated to the 
Hospice House at Wellmont 
Regional Medical Center 

in Bristol. It was a way of 
showing the church mem-
bers’ gratitude for the minis-
try that the hospice care-
givers had shown to two 
church families recently. 

The idea for Truly 
Christmas was inspired by 
the memories that organizer 
Debbie Begley had from 
her experience with the 
program at the Peachtree 
City, Ga., Church.  

“God really put it on 
my heart,” said Begley. “We 
wanted to do something 
special for the women of 
our church and also reach 
out to our community.” 

Along with fellow coor-
dinator Vanessa Morenings, 
Begley and a crew of volun-
teers spent many hours 
organizing, cooking, and 
decorating. 

Each hostess sponsored 
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Joyce Peak (center) was presented with a $1,170 gift for Hospice 
House by benefit coordinators Debbie Begley (left) and Vanessa 
Morenings (right).

Vanard J. Mendinghall (left), South Atlantic president; Ollie 
Clemons, Atlanta, Ga., Berean Church coordinator; Chris Dono-
van, Georgia-Cumberland project coordinator; and Ed Wright, 
Georgia-Cumberland president, receive plaques of thanks from 
Atlanta Habitat for Humanity.

After seven Sundays of 
working on construction, 
the Habitat for Human-
ity house at 914 Plainview 
Drive, Atlanta, Ga., was 
dedicated on December 
2, 2007. The house was 
a joint effort between the 
Georgia-Cumberland and 
South Atlantic conferences.

“It’s a blessing because 
you all could have been 
anywhere else, but you 
were here with us, helping 
us,”  said new homeowner 
Angela Kendrick, a single 
mother with three daugh-
ters.

This was the first ven-
ture for both conferences 

in partnering to connect 
with the Atlanta community 
in this manner.

The project began on 
October 14, 2007, and vol-
unteers from both confer-
ences joined each Sunday 
to build the house. 

Ed Wright, Georgia-
Cumberland Conference 
president, says he hopes to 
partner with South Atlantic 
Conference for more proj-
ects in the future, espe-
cially in preparation for the 
2010 General Conference 
Session in Atlanta.

—BY MARTIN KNOPPER  
AND REBECCA BROOKS
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Gulf States News

 

When the Shoals, Ala., 
Church members entered a 
float in the Florence, Ala., 
Christmas parade they had 
no idea they would receive 
the top award. Their hope 
was to remind the public of 
the real reason for celebrat-
ing Christmas.

The church mem-
bers dressed in biblical 
costumes to portray the 
Nativity. The authentic float 
included live goats, caged 

chickens, a duck, and 
doves which slept above 
the manger. Surround-
ing the float were women 
dressed in angel costumes. 
Two of the women carried 
a banner which read, “Wise 
Men Still Seek Him.”  The 
other women distributed 
candy and Little Friends to 
the youngsters attending 
the parade. 

The response from the 
crowd as the float passed 

by ranged from applause 
to, “You guys got it right! 
We love your sign. Way to 
go!” 

“It was exciting to hear 
the positive comments,” 
says Tawana Threlkeld, a 
participant and the wife of 
the pastor, Kurt Threlkeld. 
“There were 150 floats, and 
we were one of two that 
had a religious theme,” she 
added.

The church had par-

Shoals Christmas Float Wins First Place

ticipated in the Tuscumbia, 
Ala., parade a week earlier 
and received the same re-
sponse from the crowds. 

The award for placing 
first in the Florence parade 
included a check for $400, 
but, according to Tawana, 
the real reward was having 
the opportunity to bring 
Christ back into Christmas.

–BY REBECCA GRICE

The star hanging above the float was designed and made by a church member. Women dressed in angels costumes carried the ban-
ner, while others handed candy and Little Friends to the children.

Attendees learned about lighthouses in a class taught by Bob 
Kimbro, the Pathfinder Council chairperson.

Pathfinder Honors Weekend Revived
More than 50 Pathfinder 

leaders and Teen Leaders 
in Training (TLC) attended 
the first Pathfinder Honors 
Training weekend held in 
several years. 

The event held at Camp 
Alamisco was designed to 
introduce and teach differ-
ent honors to the leaders 
so that they can go back to 
their clubs and teach their 
Pathfinders. 

A variety of honors 
were taught, including bats, 
scrapbooking, lighthouses, 

carpentry, the sanctuary, 
small engines, and string 
craft.  Several honors were 
taught in Spanish. 

The weekend is coor-
dinated by the Pathfinder 
Council, and Bob Kimbro, 
Pathfinder Council chair-
person, was pleased with 
the turnout since the event 
had been cancelled for the 
past several years due to a 
scheduling conflict at Camp 
Alamisco. 

–BY REBECCA GRICE
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Gulf States News

State Honors Life of Desmond Doss
The state of Alabama, 

County of Cherokee, voted 
to recognize and honor the 
life of Corporal Desmond 
T. Doss, Sr., an outstand-
ing citizen of Cherokee 
County who passed away 
on March 23, 2006.

A resolution was ad-
opted through the County 
Commission of Cherokee 
County, Alabama, to honor 
the life and sacrifices of 
Doss. Cherokee County 
Commissioner Lori Ow-
ens came to Piedmont 
Church on Saturday, 
November 17, 2007, to 

present this resolution.
Doss was presented 

the Congressional Medal 
of Honor by President 
Harry S. Truman on Oc-
tober 12, 1945, for saving 
75 lives during WWII, in 
Okinawa, Japan.  Doss 
served as a medic and 
never used a weapon.

Owens stated that Doss 
served the United States of 
America with great honor 
and distinction, and in 
doing so brought pride 
to Cherokee County.

—BY LINDA FREEMAN

Frances Doss (center), widow of Desmond Doss, thanked Chero-
kee County Commissioner Lori Owens (second from right), for  
the resolution presented to Piedmont Church for the outstanding 
life of Desmond Doss. Family members of Frances Doss were also 
present.

One might ask what 
does cotton candy, face 
painting, a football throw, 
plus many other fun 
activities have to do with 
witnessing. The answer 
is—a lot. The purpose is 
to provide a fun-filled, 
family-oriented event that 

draws visitors 
to the church. 
This year the 
members of the 
Laurel, Miss., 
Church decided 
to invite the 
community to 
its fall festival, 
and the atten-
dance quadru-
pled over last 
year’s event. 
The church 
advertised 
through several 
free mediums 
and made sure 
the public 
knew they were 

invited. The parking lot 
was full of visitors’ cars. 

Other activities includ-
ed a “Daniel and the Lion’s 
Den” photo shoot, and pin 
the nose on the pumpkin. 
The teens were in charge 
of the pony rides, basket-

ball toss, corn toss, dart 
throws, and a huge inflated 
slide, which could be seen 
from the road and helped 
draw people to the festival. 

Free food was served, 
and included baked po-
tatoes, chili, nachos and 
cheese, fruit salad, hot 
cocoa, and punch.

A balloon arch cre-
ated a main entrance 
with a registration table. 
The Ten Commandments 
book and “Who are the 
Seventh-day Adventists?” 
brochure were given to 
the adults. Lunch bags 
filled with Little Friends, 
Primary Treasures, and 
age-appropriate tracts, as 
well as balloons—each 
with a tiny coloring page 
and Bible verse tied to 
it—were given to every 
child.  The addresses ob-
tained at registration will 
be used to invite families 

to vacation Bible school 
and summer camp. 

The booths were made 
by families using their own 
money, except for cost of 
food and slide rental. Each 
family was responsible 
for setting up and tak-
ing down its booth. The 
event was costly, but the 
friendships made with the 
families in the community 
were priceless. 

 —BY HELEN RYAN AND 
REBECCA GRICE

Laurel Members Witness with Fall Festival

Balloons, with tiny coloring pages and Bible 
verses, were given to every child.

A young visitor found the festival 
very relaxing.
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Kentucky-Tennessee News

 

The Kentucky-Tennes-
see Conference Executive 
Committee has invited Keith 
Reid to serve as publishing 
director.  He assumed his 
new responsibilities January 
1, 2008.

Reid was raised in New 
York with two younger 
brothers and one older 
sister.  His father was a New 
York City policeman, and 
his mother worked as a sec-
retary at a local high school.

New Publishing Director Elected
Having excelled aca-

demically in high school, he 
was offered a scholarship to 
attend Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology, where 
he graduated with a bach-
elor’s degree in chemical 
engineering.  It was while 
attending MIT that Reid met 
two Adventist men who 
introduced him to the Sab-
bath.  Following graduation, 
Reid worked with DuPont in 
the northeast in the chemical 
engineering field for three 
years.

In 1979, Reid was 
invited to a tent meet-
ing which led him to join 
the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church.  He became a litera-
ture evangelist in 1983 in the 

Northeastern Conference, 
where he soon became a 
district leader.  Later, Reid 
spent three years at Uchee 
Pines in Alabama.  In addi-
tion to studying and working 
as a lifestyle counselor, he 
helped to develop and led 
in their literature outreach 
program.  This included sev-
eral months as a field school 
of evangelism instructor in 
Norwalk, Calif. 

From 1989 to 1991, 
Reid and his wife, Carolyn, 
worked with Maranatha 
Institute and the Troy Ad-
ventist Church in Alabama in 
various capacities, which in-
cluded literature evangelism 
and Bible work.  In 1991, 
Reid joined the South Cen-

tral Conference as a litera-
ture evangelist in Alabama, 
and in 1993 he accepted a 
call to be the Kentucky dis-
trict leader for South Central.  
In 1996, Reid began working 
in the Kentucky-Tennessee 
Conference as a literature 
evangelist and became the 
Kentucky district leader in 
2000.

Reid married the former 
Carolyn Rattliff in 1989.  She 
was raised in an Adventist 
home and attended Pine 
Forge Academy and Co-
lumbia Union College.  The 
Reids have one daughter, 
Cassia Hosanna, who is 11.

—BY RICHARD R. HALLOCK

Madison Academy stu-
dents spent a day to serve 
at convalescent homes, 
local schools, churches, and 
the Second Harvest Food 
Bank on November 28, 
2007.

Madison Academy 
students, along with eighth-
graders from Madison 
Campus Elementary and 
Ridgetop Adventist School, 
assembled for a short 
worship talk by Andrew 
Jamieson, chaplain. 

After loading the buses, 
the students were dropped 
at various projects.  At 
noon, they returned to the 
Academy for lunch and a 
video recap of the morn-
ing’s events.

Freshman Justin Brown 
stated, “It felt good to help 
out at the food bank.”  Jus-

tin helped to sort and bag 
canned goods for the less 
fortunate in Nashville.  

Jameya Knight, a se-
nior, was part of the group 
that went to Maybelle Carter 
Retirement Village to deco-
rate the building for Christ-
mas and visit the residents.  

She said, “I loved it, and it 
made me happy because I 
got lots of kisses from the 
elderly ladies there.  I felt 
like I made a difference.”

The students at Madi-
son Academy are learning 
the gift of service, and how 
it affects others and them-

selves.  They are being 
trained for not just certain 
days of service but living a 
life of service.

All participating stu-
dents received tee-shirts 
with the day’s theme on the 
front – “Reach Out!”

—By Andrew Jamieson 

Madison Academy Holds “Reach Out” Day

Madison Academy students sorted and bagged food for needy families in Nashville.
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Kentucky-Tennessee News

The little church was 
filled to capacity on Sab-
bath, December 15, 2007, 
for the organization of 
Smyrna Hispanic Company.

The Kentucky-Tennes-
see Conference authorized 
the formation of a mission 
group in the Smyrna, Tenn., 
area in July 2006, with 32 
baptized members and an 
attendance of 50.  Since then 
the group has grown to 45 
members with an average 
Sabbath attendance of 70.

The new Smyrna His-

Two New Companies Organized
panic Company resulted 
from a church plant project 
of the Nashville Tenn., First 
Hispanic Church, currently 
pastored by Carlos Pinto.  
Pinto is also the pastor as-
signed to Smyrna Company.  
The company is currently 
meeting in the Emmanuel 
Missionary Baptist Church 
in LaVergne, Tenn.

The following Monday 
evening, December 17, 
Oasis Company was orga-
nized in Portland, Tenn.  
Following the young adult 

Armando Calderon was among the first to sign as a charter 
member of the newly organized Smyrna Hispanic Company.

Michael Smith, a member of 
the core leadership team at 
Oasis, signs the charter mem-
ber list for the newly formed 
company.

camp meeting held on the 
Highland Academy Campus 
in 2006, a group from High-
land Church saw the need 
for an informal environment 
for people in the Portland 
community seeking greater 
meaning in life who might 
otherwise not attend an 
Adventist church.

The Oasis group began 
Friday night meetings in a 
remodeled store front in the 
heart of Portland’s business 
district, and the response 
was more than encourag-
ing.  Oasis attracted people 
from the community as well 
as some former and nonat-
tending Adventists. 

Many of the core lead-
ership of the group came 
from Highland Church.  
Several have attended train-
ing events on how to reach 
the postmodern society, a 
curriculum developed by 
the Center for Secular and 
Postmodern Studies at the 
General Conference.

Marvin Lowman, Con-
ference executive secretary, 
was present to speak and 
to officiate at both of these 
organizational meetings.

In 2002, the Confer-

ence Executive Committee 
voted guidelines which 
would promote the strategic 
growth of the Conference.  
Following the guidelines 
assures that churches are 
organized for the right 
reasons and are planted in 
areas where there is ad-
equate potential for viability 
and growth.

—By Marvin Lowman

Short-Term Missions Continue 

Members of the Louisville, Ky., First Church continue to partici-
pate in short-term mission projects.  In December 2007, six Louisville 
First members took part in a mission trip to the Caribbean with the 
Cruise With a Mission (CWM) organization, planned by the Center 
for Youth Evangelism, based at Andrews University. David Voignier 
is pictured with gifts which were distributed to children in Guatemala.

—By Clifton Keller
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South Atlantic News

 

The groundbreak-
ing service for New Life 
Church in Warner Robins, 
Ga., was held October 
1989. Members, Confer-
ence officials, and the 
mayor of Warner Robins 
participated in the cer-
emony. The erection of 
the building began under 
the leadership of Samuel 
Dade, pastor. Funds were 
low; therefore, the church 
became the project of the 
general contractor and 
Johnny Butts, elder and 
project manager. All the 
families sacrificed and 
worked together to keep 
expenses to a minimum. 
Thirty months passed 
and Dade was transferred 
before the church was 
completed.

Walter Boyd, pastor, 
arrived during March 1992. 
The congregation had 
been renting and worship-
ing in the basement of 
the Lutheran church for 

six and one-half 
years. Upon com-
pleting the build-
ing, an opening 
day service was 
planned. The 
city of Warner 
Robins provided 
a full police 
escort from the 
Lutheran church 
on Pleasant Hill 
Road to the newly 
erected church 
on Green Street. 
Before entering 
the church for the 
grand opening, 
the members sang 
their theme song, 
“We’ve Come 
This Far By Faith.”

Twenty-five members 
strong at that time, New 
Life Church, sometimes 
referred to as the “Miracle 
Church,” held its first wor-
ship service in the newly 
erected edifice in April 
1992. Dade returned to be 

the speaker for the grand 
opening day.

On September 29, 
2007, New Life mem-
bers joyfully celebrated 
the burning of the mort-
gage. William L. Winston, 
Conference executive 
secretary, and Stephan 
Davis, pastor, conducted 

the service. Winston 
was also the divine 
worship speaker. 

Michael Harris, 
committee chair-
man, coordinated 
the events for this 
special occasion. 
Many yearned to 
see this day, and 
some fell asleep in 
the Lord. Only three 
of the original mem-
bers remain, Bobby 
Head, Darline Head, 
and Ethel Haynes.

Through the 
years, things had 
worn out and the 
Lord’s house needed 
to be restored. 

Evelyn Myrthil, treasurer, 
initiated the church beau-
tification project. The plan 
was to have the New Life 
Church renovation project 
completed by Homecom-
ing on October 20, 2007.

—BY DARLINE HEAD

New Life Church Burns Mortgage

William L. Winston (left), Conference executive 
secretary; Eula Winston; Michael Harris, head 
deacon; Ethel Haynes, head deaconess; Bobby 
Head, head elder; Stephan Davis, pastor; Evelyn 
Myrthil, treasurer; and Patricia Davis participated 
in the mortgage burning ceremony.

The faculty of Bald-
win’s Chapel Adventist 
School in High Point, N.C., 
took the time to honor two 
special community families 
on Sabbath, November 17, 
2007.  Sherman Marshall, 
who lives directly across 
the street from the school, 
does not hesitate to help 
when he sees a need on 
the school grounds.  He 
voluntarily removes un-
wanted shrubbery from 
the school fence, picks up 

Baldwin’s Chapel Honors Community Friends
trash when the 
cans topple over, 
and watches the 
school grounds  
to make sure no 
suspicious activity 
is happening after 
school hours. 

The Harper 
family recently 
enrolled four of 
their children in 
the school and 
voluntarily mow the lawn 
early in the morning.  Sara 

Harper is constantly look-
ing to find ways to benefit 

the school.  Neither 
family is a member 
of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. 

To show appre-
ciation, the students, 
faculty, and staff of 
Baldwin’s Chapel 
Adventist School 
invited both families 
to church to honor 
them with large food 
baskets filled with 

various items.  
—BY BEATRICE BANKS

Food basket recipients include the Harper fam-
ily and Sherman Marshall (right), Baldwin’s 
Chapel neighbor.
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Southeastern News

“I appreciate the work 
that Miami Union Academy 
(MUA) has done in provid-
ing a quality educational 
experience for the youth in 
south Florida, and its con-
tribution to the Step Up for 
Students Program,”  stated 
Florida Governor Charlie 
Crist at the fourth annual 
Step Up for Students Donor 
Appreciation Rally, which 
was held at Miami Union 
Academy on December 10, 
2007.   

Crist was joined by 
Florida State Representative 
Ronald Brise, former Con-
gresswoman Carrie Meek, 
and other dignataries to say 

thank you to the corporate 
donors for their continued 
financial support of the Step 
Up for Students Program. 

Brise, a graduate of 
MUA and a member of the 
school board, served as the 
master of ceremonies for 
the rally.

The Step Up for Stu-
dents Scholarship Program 
provides scholarships up to 
$3,750 to parents who want 
to place their children in 
private schools. 

Currently, 17,000 stu-
dents in Florida are attend-
ing a private school. 

One such individual 
was Melody Cherfils, a 

graduate of MUA and 
a former Step Up for 
Students Scholarship 
recipient. 

During the rally, 
Cherfils shared her per-
sonal story of success.  

Before receiving 
the scholarship, Cher-
fils had a GPA of less 
than 1.0 and consid-
ered dropping out of 
school. Her mother, 
Millie Prophete, was 
determined to help her 

as well. After attending a 
week of prayer at Oak-
wood, she decided to give 
her life to Christ and is 
now a baptized member of 
the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church.  

“Christian education is a 
viable tool for evangelism,” 
states Elisa Young, Confer-
ence superintedent of edu-
ation, after hearing Cherfils’ 
testimony.

Cherfils credits her suc-
cess in life to MUA and her 
teacher, Shelly Garner.  She 
plans to become a physi-
cian’s assistant.   

—BY ROBERT HENLEY

daughter. With the 
assistance of the 
Step Up Program, 
Prophete was able 
to send her daughter 
to MUA.   

Prophete, a 
member of a non-
denominational 
church in Miami, 
chose MUA because 
she felt that the 
school would pro-
vide her daughter 
with an environment 
that would enable 
her to succeed.

 “After conducting 
research on all the private 
schools in my area, I was 
determined that Miami 
Union Academy was the 
best place for my 
child,” stated Proph-
ete.

Her decision to 
send her daughter to 
MUA was met with 
resistance from the 
pastor and members 
of her church.  

The teachers at 
MUA worked with 
Cherfils to address her 
learning needs and 
helped her overcome 
the difficulties she 
had at the previous 
school she attended.  

By the end of the first 
year at MUA, Cherfils was 
achieving A’s, B’s, and C’s.  
She is now a sophomore at 
Oakwood University, and is 
also the first member of her 
family to attend college.   

Not only were Cher-
fils’ academic needs met 
while attending MUA and 
Oakwood University, her 
spiritual life was impacted 

Miami Union Academy Changes Student’s Life

Governor Crist expresses his appre-
ciation to Willie Taylor, Conference 
president, for the contribution MUA 
has made toward the success of the 
Step Up for Students Program.

Florida State Representative Ronald Brise (left), MUA Principal 
Regina Harris, Governor Charlie Crist, and Esmeralda Gussman 
enjoy a musical performance by the MUA band.

Melody Cherfils with her mother, Millie 
Prophete

William Byrd (left), school board 
chairman, welcomes Governor Crist 
to MUA.
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South Central News

 

Longview Heights 
Church in Memphis, 
Tenn., wrapped up a suc-
cessful six-week Revela-
tion Seminar, November 
2007, conducted by James 
G. Owens, pastor.

The nightly count for 
visitors never dropped 
below 35. “This was not 
normal,” stated Owens. 
“In other meetings I have 
done, attendance started 
to drop shortly after I 
preached the Sabbath 
and Mark of the Beast; 
however, 32 people were 
baptized at the end.”

Among those bap-
tized were a chemist, his 
son, and his 81-year-old 
mother, Vera Anderson, 
who has 14 children, all 
of which are successful 

32 Baptized at Longview Heights

professionals. She is deter-
mined to bring them all into 

the fold. Owens later found 
out that Anderson had been 

watching the Three Angels 
Broadcasting Network 
(3ABN) for more than two 
years. 

One doctor, who was 
a very active leader in 
Anderson’s church, wrote 
her pastor a moving and 
thoughtful letter explain-
ing that she had been 
led into a deeper under-
standing of the Word and 
would be resigning her 
membership. 

The Longview Heights 
members provided con-
sistent support and invited 
neighbors, friends, and 
coworkers. Sandra John-
son, James Lee, and Annie 
Miller served as Bible 
workers.

—By Natalie T. Owens

James G. Owens (center), Longview Heights pastor, baptizes Vera An-
derson and her son, who accepted the Seventh-day Adventist message 
after listening to God’s Word on 3ABN.

A total of 32 were baptized at Longview Heights.
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South Central News

Recently a group 
of distinguished men 
performed in a special 
concert in support of 
women’s ministries at 
the Oakwood Uni-
versity Church. Funds 
were raised to support 
the many projects of 
this ministry, which 
includes special classes 
for women in auto 
care, computer and 
Internet challenges, 
foreign languages, 
leadership develop-
ment, health issues, quilting, 
knitting, and parenting.

The outstanding concert 
talent included the nationally 
acclaimed electric guitarist 
Roland Gresham; Attorney 
Sandy Robinson, concert 
pianist; Kevin Long, organist; 
and Taj Davis, an Oakwood 

Danny and Reta 
Chandler recently pre-
sented April Collins, a first 
year student at Oakwood 
University, with a $1,000 
scholarship check from Mis-
sissippi FOCUS (Friends of 
Oakwood College United 
Supporters). 

Collins is a member 
of New Heights Church in 
Jackson, Miss.; Fred Bat-
ten, Jr., is her pastor. Her 
parents, Derek and Marbeth 
Collins are elders at the 
church.

Mississippi FOCUS is a 
$50,000 scholarship pro-
gram, founded in 1996 by 
Danny R. Chandler, a 1984 

Men of Distinction Support Ministry

University student, bass 
clarinet. 

Craig Newborn, Ph.D., 
senior pastor for the Oak-
wood University Church, 
concluded the first half with 
an inspirational message 
entitled, “The Call to Men 
for Spiritual Leadership.” He 

challenged the men to 
lead and serve in the 
family, the Church, and 
the community. 

The second half in-
cluded the well known 
flutist Josiah Person 
who has performed 
alone and in prestigious 
groups locally and in 
other major metropoli-
tan areas; Daniel Wash-
ington with his clarinet 
and military band 
achievements, accom-
panied by Calvin Vance 

of Oakwood University; Taj 
Davis, tenor saxophonist; 
Philip Williams, music direc-
tor at Oakwood Adventist 
Academy and Oakwood Uni-
versity Church choir director, 
pianist; and a special trio 
from Oakwood Academy: 
Arion Mills, James Williams, 

and Kwame Malone. Spe-
cial guest soloist Tommie 
Lockhart whose voice is 
recognized and loved locally 
and in other major cities was 
accompanied by seminarian 
and local minister of music 
Chester Andrews.

Jessie Godley Bradley, 
women’s ministries director, 
expressed great apprecia-
tion for a successful program 
given by talented “men of 
distinction.” Veterans and 
families of military service 
personnel were recognized 
for the tremendous sacrifices 
made for the freedom of 
all. Thanks to the Heavenly 
Father for all good gifts were 
given by David Lee, associ-
ate pastor. Clarence Hodges 
served as master of ceremo-
nies. 

—By Clarence E. Hodges

graduate of Oakwood Col-
lege, and his wife, Reta. All 
contributions to Mississippi 
FOCUS are tax deductible.

Chandler also an-
nounced a new program he 
calls “Pocket Change.” He 
states, “People don’t always 
have $25 or $50 a month to 
commit to other programs, 
but we all have pocket 
change. The plan: Take a 
cup, and label it “Pocket 
Change.” On Friday of each 
week, take the change out 
of your purse or pocket, 
put it in the labeled “Pocket 
Change” cup. On the first 
Sabbath of each month, turn 
the pocket change in to the 

local church designated for 
Mississippi FOCUS. This is 
the same way we used to 
set aside money for invest-
ment. It is an investment in 
education.”

Chandler 
says his hope 
is that at least 
1,000 members 
in the Missis-
sippi churches 
will participate. 
He expects to 
produce $5 per 
month from 
each member 
who takes part. 
He says, “This 
is less than 

the cost of a value meal at 
a fast food restaurant. All 
we are asking for is pocket 
change.”

—By Danny R. Chandler

Mississippi FOCUS Announces 2007 
Scholarship Recipient

Distinguished men recently shared in a 
special concert to raise funds in support of 
women’s ministries at Oakwood University 
Church.

Derek Collins (left); MarBeth Collins; Reta 
Chandler; Danny Chandler; April Collins, 
Mississippi FOCUS scholarship recipient; 
Denise Batten; and Fred Batten, Jr., pastor, 
share a photo moment at the end of worship 
service. 
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Southern Adventist University

Southern 
Adventist Uni-
versity’s outdoor 
leadership and 
outdoor educa-
tion programs 
are partnering 
with the Boys 
and Girls Club of 
Chattanooga to 
help inner-city 
children from 
underprivileged 
families get a 
taste of the natu-
ral world.

In early 
December 2007, 
20 Southern 
students volun-
teered their time 
to help clean up 
Camp Kiwanis 
at Hidden Valley, which 
is owned by the Boys 
and Girls Club. Students 

helped with repairs around 
the camp and cleared trails 
and roads leading back to 

Students Improve Inner-city Camp

While a class of 
student teachers was at 
East Lake Academy, an 
urban middle school, 
for observation, they 
recognized the students’ 
financial needs and de-
cided to get involved in 
a big way. 

The students devel-
oped a plan, arranged 
a Christmas wrapping 
fundraiser at Wal-Mart, 
wrote letters, and col-
lected money from their 
local churches during the 
Thanksgiving break. Nam-
ing their program “Change 
for Change,” the students 
raised more than $2,200—

the camp’s cur-
rently vacant horse 
barn. This was a 
first step in help-
ing to improve the 
camp and make it 
more functional.

Camp Kiwanis 
has been around 
since the 1960’s. 
It operated as an 
overnight camp 
until about four 
years ago when 
staffing problems 
reduced its use 
to summer day 
camps.

“The trails 
have been here 
for years,” says lo-
cal resident Chris 
Hankins, who 

has taken an interest in 
the camp and helped get 
Southern and other local 

organizations involved in 
fixing it up, “but about half 
of them were so over-
grown you couldn’t even 
hardly get down them.”

Other organizations 
who have helped with this 
project include Lee Univer-
sity and HeartWise Minis-
tries, a nondenominational 
outreach ministry dedicat-
ed to helping children and 
bringing Christians of all 
faiths together for the good 
of the community.

Southern graduate 
students visited Kiwanis 
in January to evaluate the 
resources available there 
and develop a proposed 
plan on how to make the 
most of the camp.  

—by Matt Herzel

Education Students Help Local School

an amount that will be 
matched by Wal-Mart.

“We hope this will 
influence change,” says 
student Riley Kirkpatrick, 

who organized this ef-
fort. “That’s why we call it 
change for change.”	

The effort is com-
pletely student-driven, with 

support from education 
professor Suzy Gloude-
man.

“It’s Christian work 
in action without a lot 
of talk,” says Denise 
Dunzweiler, dean of the 
School of Education & 
Psychology, “shouting 
the love of Jesus to these 
kids without speaking.” 

The funds raised 
toward this project will 
help buy books for East 
Lake students, as well 

as paper, clothing, and 
whatever the teachers feel 
students need. 
—By Michelle Knowles and 

Lori Futcher

Outdoor leadership majors Sunny Tier and Casey 
Walter work on repairing old cabins.

Education students present their gift to East Lake Academy. 
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Georgia-Cumberland Feature

difference in helping them stay con-
nected to the Adventist Church. 

“Adventist Christian Fellowship 
has been a really important connec-
tion for me to the Adventist Church. 
It helps me to get together with 
other people who believe the same 
as I do, where it might otherwise be 
hard to meet them here on a really 
big university,” says Nathan Rowe, a 
senior electrical engineering major at 
the University of Tennessee in Knox-
ville (UTK).

Elisabeth Tilstra is a freshman 
at UTK after attending Collegedale 
Academy.  “Being able to have that 
community and have people who I 
can surround myself with who not 

only believe what I be-
lieve, but know what I’ve 
believed since childhood—
that’s a big part of com-
ing here. It’s nice to find 
a whole group of people 
who understand where 
you’re coming from.”

ACF is planning a lead-
ership convention for Feb-
ruary 29-March 2, 2008. The 
event, themed CONNECT, 
is designed to be a connec-
tion point for students to 

Adventist Christian Fellowship 
(ACF) ministry was implemented in 
Georgia-Cumberland Conference in 
June 2007, and is the North Ameri-
can Division’s program to coordinate 
Adventist students on secular college 
and university campuses throughout 
North America. There are currently 
nine schools in the Conference that 
either have an ACF chapter or are 
getting ready to start one. Lisa Hope, 
director of ACF for Georgia-Cum-
berland, has also been contacted by 
universities in the Kentucky-Tennes-
see and Carolina conferences that are 
interested in using the program in 
their areas.

Shares Hope, “I’ve been con-
tacted by people who read about 
it and live or attend church near a 
university or college campus. They 
want to know how to get started. 
So, I’m serving as a resource to give 
them ideas and practical suggestions 
to reach out to the students and de-
velop an ACF chapter.”

College is a time when faith can 
become a personal reality or a distant 
memory. For students involved in 
Adventist Christian Fellowship, it is 
obvious this ministry is making a 

Adventist Students 
Connect

At the University of Tennessee in Knoxville, Adventist Christian Fellowship students 
gather for a spaghetti dinner each Wednesday evening.
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Adventist students Scott Hansen (left), Rachel Day, 
and Nathan Rowe study together at the University of 
Tennessee.

BY REBECCA BROOKS

meet other Adventists on public cam-
puses, a (re)connection with God, 
and a way to help students recognize 
their unique leadership roles in rep-
resenting God on their campuses. 

Rebecca Brooks is the assistant 
communication director for Georgia-
Cumberland Conference.

The following schools are 
working with ACF. If you are inter-
ested in reaching out to Adventist 
students on secular campuses near 
you, contact Lisa Hope at Lhope@
gccsda.com.

• University of Tennessee at Knox-
ville (Advent House)
• University of Georgia, Athens
• East Tennessee State University, 
Johnson City
• Augusta State University, Augusta
• Medical College of Georgia, 
Augusta
• Chattanooga State Technical 
Community College, TN
• University of Tennessee at Chat-
tanooga
• Tennessee Tech University, 
Cookeville
• Georgia Institute of Technology, 
Atlanta
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South Atlantic Feature

25 Years of 
Bible Bowl

Baseball and Boston have been synonymous 
ever since I can remember.  It was, therefore, not 
unusual to find the 2007 World Series being played 
in Boston’s Fenway Park between the Boston Red 
Sox and the Colorado Rockies.  What was particu-
larly unusual for this weekend in Boston was to 
find the silver anniversary of the National Bible 
Bowl being played there, not too far from Fenway.

It was 25 years ago, at Cobo Hall in Detroit, 
Michigan, that the first National Bible Bowl was 
played.  On that occasion, throughout the North 
American Division, there were only two teams, one 
from the Northeastern and South Central confer-
ences that had come to minister to the delegates 
of the United Youth Congress—an event that had 
been sponsored by the Black Adventist Youth Di-
rectors Association (BAYDA).

Twenty-five years later, from the same re-
gions in North America, 32 teams from 11 confer-
ences converged on the prestigious campus of the 
University of Massachusetts at Boston to display 
their knowledge in a subject that has, throughout 
history, brought controversy and discord, peace 
and brotherhood, to various audiences across the 

South Atlantic’s junior youth team: Coaches Petal Peters and Acquen-
nette Jackson (left), Khalil Peters, Ronnie Jackson Jr., Kelli Duncan, 
Kayla Duncan, and Barbara Jackson, from Mount Olive church in 
East Point, Georgia.

BY D. WAYNE DAVIDSON
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25 Years of 
Bible Bowl

globe.  They came to vie for the 
desired distinction of being titled 
as champions in the Word of God.  
They came to play Bible Bowl.

Representing the Southern 
Union were 11 teams from the 
Southeastern, South Central, and 
South Atlantic conferences.

From the beginning of the 
event on Friday morning to its close 
on late Saturday night, every chal-
lenge that attends an event of this 
magnitude was met by the National 
Bible Bowl Coordinators Associa-
tion.  The association members were 
faced with generating 4,500 unique 
questions required for the event; set-
ting up the Quiz Master equipment; 
and recruiting and assigning judges, 
moderators, Quiz Master operators, 
and logistic coordinators.  These lay 
people rallied together to produce 
an event worthy of celebrating the 
ministry’s silver anniversary.

It was here at Bible Bowl XXV 
that the ministry’s nostalgia and 
history came face to face.  From the 
collage of photos and articles in the 
hallways that were reminiscent of 
the early days, to the presence of 

those whose performance had fu-
eled its early growth, it was evident 
that through this ministry lives had 
been changed and individuals won 
for the kingdom of Heaven.  Espe-
cially noted were the coordinators/
old timers’ game; and the presence 
of Judy Lee, who shared with the 
audience the memoirs of the Central 
States Conference’s team involve-
ment at the 1986 first national game 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

The final games brought the 
junior teams from Ontario and South 
Atlantic to the front. Moderated by 
Maurice Turner, this game was well 
executed by South Atlantic as they 
laid claim to their seventh consecu-
tive junior division championship.

Next up were the senior youth 
of Northeastern and South Atlan-
tic, who executed a comeback and 
forced Northeastern to a third game 
in which South Atlantic held strong 
for the title of champion.  These 
games were moderated by Thrifine 
Rowe and Fred Furman.

There an upset in the young 
adult division as Northeastern forced 
Greater New York to a third game 

and then claimed the championship 
in an exciting end.  Deni Davidson 
and Lawrence Brown moderated 
these games.  South Atlantic was the 
second runner-up in this division. 

In the adult division, Ontario 
held strong over Northeastern to 
carry the championship across the 
border with the well-known voice 
of Trevor Baker, president of the 
Northeastern Conference, behind 
the moderator’s microphone.  South 
Central was the second runner-up.

From playoff to champions, 
each Bible Bowl player demon-
strated that they are champions in 
the Word of God.  Their testimony 
in this ministry will one day become 
the history of Bible Bowl as they 
continue to enshrine God’s Word 
in their hearts and to grow this 
ministry within North America and 
beyond.

D. Wayne Davidson is the Bible 
Bowl coordinator for the South At-
lantic Conference.

South Atlantic’s Young Adult team: Pete Summer (left), Undre 
Seav, Miracle Scott, Angela Harris, Titus Wongk, Victor Wongk, 
and Coaches Dale and Karen Wongk, from New Life Church in 
Warner Robins, Georgia.

South Atlantic’s senior youth team: Shante McKinley (left); 
Joshua Haynes; Merriah Haynes; Coach Nidia Haynes; Stephen 
Brooks, Conference youth director; Wayne Davidson, Confer-
ence Bible Bowl coordinator; and Kassimier Haynes. The team 
is from New Hope Church in Ellenwood, Georgia.
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Southern Union News

 

A historic event in the 
Adventist EDGE initiative 
took place at the Southern 
Union Board of Education 
on December 17, 2007; the 
first Adventist EDGE Teach-
er of Excellence Award was 
presented. 

The meeting be-
gan with a devotional 
presented by the fourth 
grade class from Bethany 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Academy in Montgomery, 
Ala. The students presented 
the meaning of Adventist 
EDGE—Educators Deliv-
ering GREAT Education. 
They defined GREAT as 
God centered, Results 
oriented, in an Environ-
ment that nurtures, Aligned 
with Adventist and national 
standards, and a Team 
effort. They then told how 
GREAT applies to their per-
sonal lives. At the end of 
the devotional, a surprised 
Reggina Baskin, the fourth 
grade teacher, was present-
ed with the award. 

Baskin is a charismatic 
adult.  What is a charismat-
ic adult?  The late psychol-
ogist Julius Segal wrote, 
“From studies conducted 
around the world, research-
ers have distilled a num-
ber of factors that enable 
children… One factor turns 
out to be the presence in 
their lives of a charismatic 
adult—an adult from whom 
they can identify and 
gather strength. And, in a 
surprising number of cases, 
that person turns out to be 
a teacher.”

A basic belief that 
resides within the mindset 
of effective educators is 
that they have the power 
to be the charismatic adult 
in a student’s life, and they 
actively seek opportunities 
to do so.  The Adventist 
EDGE is all about enabling 
children.      

Ask Baskin why she 
teaches and she will tell 
you, “Teaching is my 
destiny!  I was created, 
equipped, and ordained to 
TEACH.  Though there be 

other occupational disci-
plines that could satisfy, 
there is no other that could 
fulfill.  My personal and 
professional mission is as 
certain as my destiny…I 
was saved to teach, and I 
must teach to save.”  

Ask her why she 
believes in the Adventist 
EDGE and she will say, “I 
believe that true education 
transcends academics, and 
that those rightly educated 
depart the classroom’s 
borders prepared for lives 

of joyous service to the 
Master.”  

Ask her how she 
teaches and she will say, 
“I prepare before, con-
nect during, and celebrate 
after each lesson gleaned 
for lifetime application.  I 
have been divinely com-
missioned and credentialed 
as an enlightener, engager, 
and encourager; but most 
and best of all, a lead 
learner before the Master 
Teacher.” 

Ask her for her mis-

Baskin Receives First Adventist EDGE 
Teacher of Excellence Award

Union, Conference, and school officials celebrate the first Adventist EDGE award recipient:  Jim 
Ingersoll (left), Southern Union associate director for secondary education; Benjamin P. Browne, 
South Central president; Tamara Libonati, Southern Union associate director for early childhood 
education; Gordon Retzer, Southern Union president; Erma Lee, South Central superintendent of 
education; Reggina Baskin, first recipient of the Adventist EDGE Teacher of Excellence Award; 
Conrad Gill, Ed.D., Southern Union education director; Victor Waller, Bethany principal; Diane 
Ruff, Southern Union associate director for elementary education; Gracie Culpepper, Southern 
Union teacher certification registrar; and W. Eugene Brewer, Ed.D., Southern Union development 
specialist.
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Southern Union News

Shurney Appointed Tennessee Board Chair at Center 
for Diabetes Prevention and Health Improvement

Reggina Baskin’s (back row, second left) fourth grade “kings and 
queens” presented the meaning of Adventist EDGE during the de-
votional for the Southern Union Board of Education meeting on 
December 17, 2007. Other attendees included Philip G. Palmer 
(back row, left), South Central treasurer; Benjamin P. Browne, 
South Central president; Sandra Hawkins, Bethany school board 
member; and Olakunle Harrison, Ph.D., Bethany school board 
chair.

The Governor of 
Tennessee, Phil Brede-
sen, appointed Dexter W. 
Shurney, M.D., to be chair 
of the Tennessee Center 
for Diabetes Prevention 
and Health Improvement 
Board, in December 2007. 
Dexter Shurney graduated 
in 1979 from LaSierra/
Loma Linda University 
and received his medical 
degree from Howard Uni-
versity. Shurney resides in 
Brentwood, Tenn.

Governor Bredesen’s 
letter of appointment states 
among other things that 
Shurney’s individual char-

acteristics and professional 
qualifications were found 
by the competitive selec-
tion process to be “excep-
tional among the number 
of nomi-
nees who 
expressed 
interest in 
the position.” 
He added 
his expec-
tation that 
Shurney’s 
participation 
is “certain to 
leave a posi-
tive impact 
on this board 

and its achievements.”
Dexter Shurney, M.D., 

M.B.A., M.P.H, is senior 
vice president and chief 
medical officer of Nash-

ville-based 
Healthways, 
Inc. He also 
serves on 
the board of 
the Ameri-
can College 
of Medical 
Quality and 
represents 
ACMQ as 
the orga-
nization’s 
delegate to 

the American Medical As-
sociation. Shurney is also 
an active participant with 
the National Association of 
Managed Care Physicians, 
and for eight years served 
as editor of the Journal of 
Managed Care Physicians. 
He is board certified in 
preventive medicine.

Shurney is active 
in the Riverside Chapel 
Church in Nashville and 
also in the Oxnard All 
Nations Church in Ox-
nard, Calif. He is also a 
participant in evangelistic 
outreach.

sion statement and she will 
say, “It is my spiritual and 
professional determina-
tion to creatively meet my 
students’ needs to inquire, 
explore, and experience.  
As I influence and model 
active learning, each mind 

will prove Jesus to be the 
source of knowledge and 
sustenance.  My students 
will love Jesus, know 
Jesus, reflect Jesus, and 
ultimately meet Jesus when 
He returns to claim those 
educated for His service.” 

Reggina Baskin is a 
charismatic teacher of ex-
cellence and truly repre-

sents the Adventist EDGE.
—By W. Eugene Brewer, Ed.D.

Reggina Baskin teaches her fourth grade “kings and queens” at 
Bethany Academy in Montgomery, Ala.
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O b i t u a r i e s
ABSTON, Clara Ann Hudson, 81, born July 26, 1925, 
died July 7, 2007. She was head of housekeeping at 
the Highland Hospital in Portland, TN, during the early 
1960s. She and her husband worked with Dark County 
Evangelism in Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Georgia. 
She was a member of the Pikeville, TN, Church.
ALBOCK, Doris Davis, 90, born Aug. 14, 1917 in 
Quitman, MS, died Jan. 12, 2007 in Meridian, MS.  She 
was a member of the Meridian First Church.
ALEXANDER, Jerry Max, died Aug. 8, 2007 in 
Mobile, AL. He was a member of the Mobile Cody 
Road Church.
BOTIMER, Laurence, 88, born Sept. 29, 1918, died 
Aug. 20, 2007 in Collegedale, TN. He was a member 
of the Apison, TN, Church, and served for many years 
as a science teacher at denominational colleges.
CAMPBELL, Claudell F., 80, born Nov. 2, 1927 in 
Palmetto, FL, died Nov. 2, 2007 in Palmetto, FL. She 
was a member of the Palmetto Church. She is survived 
by her husband, Willard; and one daughter, Brenda 
Becker of Parrish, FL. The service was conducted 
at the Palmetto church by Pastor Clarence Pillsbury. 
Interment was at the Palmosola Cemetery.
CARPENTER, Michael B., 52, died Oct. 2, 2007. He 
was a Chaplain for more than nine years in Wisconsin. 
He attended the Greeneville, TN, Church.
CLEMONS, Doris, 87, died Sept. 28, 2007. She was 
a member of the Greeneville, TN, Church. She was 
a retired teacher from South Lancaster Academy in 
South Lancaster, MA.
CORNEALY, Adeline, 87, born Nov. 4, 1919 in Taylor, 
FL, died March 10, 2007 in Orange Park, FL.   She 
was a member of the Orange Cove Church in Orange 
Park.  She is survived by her husband, Walt; one 
son, Max Walker of Jacksonville, FL; two daughters: 
Rhoda Holt of Jacksonville, FL, and Jan Brummett of 
Spartanburg, SC; two grandchildren; and three great 
grandchildren.
CROOKER, Merrill Webster, died June 17 2007. 
He was a member of the Gulf States Conference 
Church.
CRUMLEY, Gerline, 82, died Oct. 27, 2007. She was 
a member of the Greeneville, TN, Church.
DAILEY, Joseph, 74, born Dec. 1, 1933, died July 23, 
2007 in Fort Mitchell, AL. He was a member of the 
Phenix City, AL, Church.
DEMING, Murray W., 98, born Nov. 11, 1909 in Broken 
Bow, NB, died Nov. 27, 2007 in Tucson, AZ. He was 
the beloved pastor of churches in Indiana, Oklahoma, 
Nebraska, Ohio, and California. At the time of his death 
he was a member of the Collegedale, TN, Church. He 
is survived by five daughters: Charlene Scott, Corinne 
King, Billie Jewett, Natalie Dodd, and Regina Nestell; 
two sons: John and Michael; 25 grandchildren; and 
47 great-grandchildren.
FRITH, Roy K., born February 1925 in Selma, AL, died 
June 2006 in Orlando, FL. He taught in the Southern 
Union Adventist school system until retirement. He is 
survived by his wife, Miriam B. Frith; one son, Roy Frith, 
Jr.; two daughters: Tanya McClellan and Karen Emde; 
five grandchildren; and six great grandchildren.
FRITH, Miriam B., born February 1927 in Selma , AL, 
died August 2007 in Orlando, FL. She is survived by 
one son, Roy Frith, Jr.; two daughters: Tanya McClellan 
and Karen Emde; five grandchildren; and six great 
grandchildren.
GRIFFITH, Connie H., 86, born Sept. 25, 1921 in Ft. 
Worth, TX, died Oct. 30, 2007 in Winter Park, FL. 
She was a member of the Florida Living Church in 
Apopka, FL. She is survived by one son, Daniel Griffith 
of Marietta, GA; two daughters: Darlene Winter of 
Longwood, FL, and Denise Griffith of Winter Park, FL; 
and one grandchild. Her husband, D. K. Griffith, and 
one son, Dorlin Griffith, predeceased her.

HENRY, Dorothy Lorraine, 85, born July 15, 1922, died 
Oct. 28, 2007. She was a member of the Collegedale, 
TN, Church. She was an elementary school teacher 
for more than 30 years.
HICKS, Ruby Lois Walters, 98, born March 14, 1909 in 
Mill Creek Community, Jones County, MS, died Aug. 5, 
2007 in Ellisville, MS. She was a member of the Laurel, 
MS, Church. She is survived by one son, Robert Hicks; 
one daughter, Janna Farmer; one granddaughter, 
Vickie Sledge; two grandsons: Dirk and Kevin Farmer; 
and three great grandchildren.
HINTON, Craig, 59, a native of Alexandria, VA, died 
Sept. 30, 2007 at his residence in Collegedale, TN. 
He was a member of the Collegedale, TN, Church. 
He is survived by his wife, Deborah Whidden Hinton; 
one stepdaughter, Dr. Stacy Spaulding of Baltimore, 
MD; his mother, Nan Hinton of Orlando, FL; his father, 
Dude Hinton of Palm Harbor, FL; one sister, Paige 
Hinton of Orlando, FL; one brother, Mark Hinton of 
Asheville, NC.; mother and father-in-law: Chuck and 
Jewel Whidden of Collegedale.
HOWELL, Donita Lynn, 33, born in 1973 in Chicago, 
IL, died Jan. 26, 2007 in Phenix City, AL. She was a 
member of the Huntsville Central church.
HUDNALL, Dewey, 87, died Oct. 3, 2007 in Owensboro, 
KY. He was a member of the Henderson, KY, 
Church.
KELLY, James Raymond, 83, born Aug. 12, 1924 in 
Huntingdon, TN, died Dec. 6, 2007 in Jackson, TN. 
He was a member of the Leach Church in Cedar 
Grove, TN.
LEE, Cory Wilma, 78, born Oct. 24, 1929 in Eldorado, 
IL, died Nov. 13, 2007 in Eldorado, IL.  She was a 
member of the Henderson, KY, Church.
LOGAN, James Raymond (Ray), 94, born Nov. 8, 1912 
in California, died Feb. 2, 2007 in Florence, MS.  He was 
a member of the Florence/Pearl, MS, Church.
LOGAN, Louise Everett Waggonner, 82, born 
Aug. 7, 1924 in Florence, MS, died March 20, 2007 
in Hendersonville, NC.  She was a member of the 
Florence/Pearl, MS, Church.
LYLES, William Blount, born Sept. 18, 1921, died Nov. 
21, 2007. He was a Literature Evangelist for more than 
17 years, and an Elder for 50 years. He was a member 
of the Coalfield, TN, Church since 1951. Bill is survived 
by his wife of 64 years, Thelma; one son, Gary; four 
daughters: Charlotte Ann Isbell, Jeannette Cox, 
Regina Kay Cross, and Karen Sue Lyles; one son-
in-law, Eddie Cross; eight grandchildren; nine great 
grandchildren; and two great-great grandchildren.
MADER, Bernice, 82, born July 6, 1925 in Carlyle, 
PA, died Nov. 13, 2007 in Altamonte Springs, FL. She 
was a member of the Avon Park church. She was 
employed for 30 years at Walker Memorial Hospital 
as a baker from 1961-1991. She is survived by her son, 
Larry Mader of Longwood, FL.
MARTIN, Edward F., 88, born Oct. 15, 1919, died Oct. 
20, 2007 at the Baptist Memorial Hospital in Memphis, 
TN. He was a member of the Memphis First Church 
in Cordova, TN.
MCALEXANDER, Kenneth Jackson, 82, born on 
July 1, 1925 in Carroll County, TN, died Nov. 22, 2007 in 
Memphis, TN. He was a member of the Leach Church 
in Cedar Grove, TN.
MIZHER, Nassry S., 91, born June 27, 1911 in Fall 
River, MA, died Nov. 20, 2007 in Apopka, FL. He was 
a member of the Florida Living Church in Apopka, 
FL. He was employed by the denomination for 37 
½ years as a Pastor in Vermont, Maryland, Ontario, 
New York, Connecticut, and New Jersey.  Upon his 
retirement, he tutored seminary students in Greek. 
He is survived by his wife of 62 years, Nancy Mizher; 
one son, Michael Mizher of Keene, TX; one daughter, 
Rebecca, Madison of New Jersey; two grandchildren; 
and two great grandchildren.

PERVIS, Essie C., 92, born July 23, 1915 in Cairo, 
GA, died Sept. 8, 2007 in Bradenton, FL.  She 
was a member of the Palmetto, FL, Church. She is 
survived by two sons: Melvin and A.W. Pervis, Jr.; 
two daughters: Linda Hayden and E. June Turner; 
17 grandchildren; 40 great grandchildren; and two 
great-great grandchildren.  Her husband of 70 years, 
A. W. Pervis, Sr., predeceased her.  The service was 
conducted by Pastor Clarence Pillsbury at the Toale 
Brothers Bradenton Chapel.  Interment was at the 
Gillete Cemetery in Bradenton.
PETTIBONE, Ruth, 86, of Collegedale, TN, died 
Nov. 12, 2007 in a local health care center. She was 
a member of the Collegedale, TN, Church. She is 
survived by her daughter, Darlene (Clifford) Williams 
of Collegedale; three sons: Dennis (Carol) Pettibone of 
Collegedale, Don (Susan) Pettibone of Kenya, Africa, 
and Dale (Carol) Pettibone of Walla Walla, WA; one 
brother, Clarence Nicholas of Michigan; two sisters: 
June Lewis of Alabama, and Grace DeLong of Ohio; 
14 grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren.
SHEFFIELD, Leslie, 88, born Sept. 11, 1919 in Hinsdale, 
IL, died Nov. 10, 2007 in Apopka, FL.  He was a 
member of the Florida Living Church in Apopka. He is 
survived by his wife of 67 years, Imogene; two sons: 
Gary Lee of Orlando, FL, and Curtis of Apopka; one 
daughter, Patricia of Cleveland, TN; six grandchildren; 
and six great grandchildren. The graveside service was 
conducted by nephew, Frank Sheffield, at the Highland 
Memory Gardens in Apopka.
SZMANDA, Charles Andrew, 82, died Oct. 27, 2007. 
He was a retired chaplain of Takoma Adventist Hospital 
and Adventist Living Centers in Wisconsin. He served 
his country as an infantryman in the Second Infantry 
Division under General George Patton during World 
War II. He was a member of the Greeneville, TN, 
Church.
VIVODA, Juan Carlos, 59, born June 7, 1948 in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, died Aug. 20, 2007 in Spartanburg, 
SC. He was a member of the Spartanburg Church.
VOGT, Floyd J., 88, born 1918 in Davy, WV, died 
May 29, 2007.  He was a member of the Gulf States 
Conference Church and a long-time teacher and 
deacon at the Anniston, AL, Church.
WALKER, Serena, 41, born June 12, 1966 in Huntsville, 
AL, died Aug. 3, 2007. She was a member of the 
Huntsville Central Church. She is survived by her 
husband, Keith Walker; one daughter, Sarah Walker; 
her mother and father: Bob and Betty Myers; and one 
brother, Darren Myers.
WILHITE, Mary Kate, 66, born May 6, 1941 in Limerick, 
Ireland, died Sept. 25, 2007 in Jackson, TN.  She was 
a member of the Jackson, TN, Church.
ZAIN, Joseph Blaney, 3½, born Dec. 8, 2003, died 
Oct. 4, 2007 in Maryville, TN.  The son of Matthew 
and Ashley Blaney; grandson of Mike and Durienda 
Blaney and Joseph and Julie Low; great grandson 
of Hugh and Imogene Shepard and Jean Elizabeth 
Blaney. He and his parents attended the Maryville-
Alcoa Church.
ZERVOS, John George, 52, born Aug. 12, 1953 in 
Takoma Park, MD, died May 30, 2006 in Orlando, 
FL. He was the youngest radio engineer in Maryland 
when he began working at WGTS-FM at the age of 
12. He was a member of the Forest Lake Church in 
Forest City, FL.
ZERVOS, Mark Gregory, 46, born April 4, 1961 in 
Takoma Park, MD, died April 15, 2007 in Forest City, 
FL. He is best remembered for giving up his place in 
the Junior Olympics in observance of the Sabbath. 
He was a member of the Forest Lake Church in 
Forest City, FL.
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“I’m a 15-year-old girl. I mailed 

the application form for Bible 

correspondence lessons. 

I’m going to tell 

about Jesus to 

my young cousin.”

 Listener in Asia

Traveling where
missionaries cannot go.

12501 Old Columbia Pike • Silver Spring, MD 20904 
800-337-4297 • www.awr.org

Georgia-Cumberland Academy  

Alumni Weekend – “Come Back Home” 

April 4-6, 2008 

 

Golf Tournament  

Friday, 11 a.m., Field’s Ferry Golf Club  

  

Featured Guests 

Class of 2003 – Vespers 

Pastors John Strickland, Roger Bothwell,  

and LeClare Litchfield - Church 

Musical Artist Vonda Beerman, along with 

Other alumni musicians 

 

Alumni Sports Night, Saturday, 7:30 p.m.  

 

Ride for GCA, Motorcycle Event, Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

 

Honor Classes 

’68, ’73, ’78, ’83, ’88, ’93,p ’98, ‘03 

 

For more information contact the Alumni Office 

706-625-7166, email nagerard@gcasda.org or check 

for further details on the GCA website:  www.gcasda.org 
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AUTOS and PASSENGER 

VANS NEEDED!!! 

 
Looking for a “Tax Break?” 

The Southern Union Home Health 

Education Services (HHES) is looking 

for individuals or businesses willing to 

donate cars or vans to its  

YOUTH SUMMIT  

student missionary program.  These 

much-needed vehicles will be used by 

student literature evangelists and 

Bible workers to do evangelistic work 

in various church locations through-

out the Southern Union.  Financial 

contributions are accepted as well. 

   For more information, please call 

Rocky Davis or Jim Wilson at: 

404-299-1621 

Southern Adventist 
University
Mother/Daughter Weekend–Feb. 
15-17.
PreviewSouthern–Feb. 18.
Honors Music Festival–Feb. 
20-23.
Meet the Firms–Feb. 21.
Spring Break–Feb. 29-March 9.

Announcements
Forest Lake Academy Alumni 
Weekend - March 28, 29. Golf 
Tournament; Rededication 
of remodeled McClure and 
Memorial Halls. All former deans 
are invited. Call 407-772-3729; 
OsorioC@forestlake.org; www.
forestlakeacademy.org

Union College Homecoming 
– April 3-6. Alumni, friends, and 
former faculty are invited. Honor 
classes are 1938, 1948, 1953, 
1958, 1968, 1978, 1983, 1988, and 
1998. For details, contact the 
alumni office at 402-486-2503, or 
alumni@ucollege.edu

Shenandoah Valley Academy 
Centennial Celebration – 
April 18-30. On the campus 

of SVA.  Details: 540-
740-2202 or go to www.
shenandoahvalleyacademy.
org

Broadview Academy Alumni 
Weekend – May 2-4.  All 
alumni are encouraged to 
attend.  Mark you calendars.  
Call your classmates and start 
planning for this weekend now.  
Honor classes, 1948, 1958, 
1968, 1978, 1983, 1988 and 1998. 
Friday night Vespers, Sabbath 
School, and Church.  All ideas 
and information welcome.  For 
communication purposes, we 
need your e-mail addresses.  
Send them to: scross@
broadviewacademy.org or call 
Shona Cross at 630-677-4387. 
Don’t miss it!  

Cruise with the Aeolians 
and Alma Blackmon to 
Cozumel, Mexico – June 
19-23.  See our website at 
www.aeolianalumni.org or 
call Tanja Spohn at 800-777-
9529 EST, or email Tanja@
ClassicWorldTravel.com
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PROPERTY AVAILABLE

GATLINBURG, TENN., LOG CABIN RENTAL. 
Seven bedrooms, 5 full baths, 6 king beds, sleeps 
21. Game room with 84” TV screen in media room 
w/DVD player. Three mountain view decks, 2 hot 
tubs – 2 inside, 2-person spas, and a pool. Call 
800-508-6070 – also for sale.  ©

CHURCH BUILDINGS.  Engineered steel—
stamped sealed drawings, custom exterior.  We 
work with your architect.  Gyms, classrooms, storage.  
Call 850-642-5566; www.rocksolidbuildingsystems.
com  ©

QUIET OAKS ASSISTED LIVING in Graysville, 
TN (45 miles from Southern Adventist University) 
has room openings for seniors.  A 25-acre 
mountain estate with many walking trails and 
gardens is located near 3 local SDA churches.  Our 
licensed home is clean and updated with 11 rooms, 
3 ABN TV, healthy menu, social activities and other 
amenities.  Call RN Administrator, Laura Morrison 
423-775-7658 or e-mail quietoaks@comcast.net 
or www.quietoak.com   [2]

MOVING to COLLEGEDALE/CHATTANOOGA/
OOLTEWAH? An Adventist Realtor with over 17 
years of experience will be delighted to assist you 
in this major real estate investment. This area has 
a lot to offer. For free consultation, call Sam Nkana 

@ 423-503-5286. Email: asnkana@comcast.
net. [2,3]

WITH the GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS National 
Park on the next ridge, 48+/-Acres of Prime 
East Tennessee Land, 3 Large Lot Tracts (sold 
together/will not subdivide), 50’ Access Roadway 
and Underground Utilities In Place. A Wonderful 
Opportunity to Own Tennessee Mountain Property 
in a private and beautiful mountain setting. Please 
Contact: JamesHoppa@Comcast.net, 865-257-
0372. [2]

TUCKED INTO A MOUNTAIN COVE just a 
stone throw from the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. 5000+/-SF, 5BD/4BA, Stone & 
Steel, Tennessee Mountain Home, on 10+/- AC. A 
Private Haven w/outstanding Retreat/B&B Potential 
featuring Walk-In Cold Room, 5-Car Garage, Spring-
Fed Stream Running Thru the Great Room Under 
Glass, ++ Virtual Tour: www.6850HappyValley.
com. Please Contact: JamesHoppa@Comcast.
Net, 865-257-0372. [2]

NEED A LOAN?  If you want to refinance to 
consolidate debt, need a home equity loan, or if 
you’re buying a new home, I can help you in all 50 
states. Call Doug Spinella at 888-825-4105, x103, 
or email doug@dedicated2loans.com  Owner of 
Dedicated Mortgage Services.  [2]

CENTRAL FLORIDA REAL ESTATE - Let Bob 
Fulghum (SMC ‘54) with 25 years experience in 
real estate, help you with your real estate needs. 
I also do property management, 407-896-6080 or 
407-758-5807.  [2-5]

COLLEGEDALE GUESTHOUSE.  “A lovely 
retreat!” “We don’t want to leave, ever!” says guests.  
1½ bedroom, fully equipped kitchen, no steps, 
huge deck, secluded woodland setting.  $50/night 
for two (2-night minimum).  Roger King 423-236-
4688. View pictures at: www.rogerkingrentals.com  
Keep this ad!   ©

FOR SALE.  1500 square foot house on 2.08 
acres in Collegedale, TN, about one mile from SAU.  
Property lovely and great frontage. Two springs 
and an unused well. Three bedrooms and two 
baths.  Drainage creek to insure good winter runoff. 
Beautiful trees and large lawn area. $350,000. Call 
Sherry 423-716-8968.   [2]

ROOMS to RENT.  Brand-new Anchorage, Alaska 
Church has eight guest rooms, queen-size beds, 
private entrance, one handicap room, and kitchen/

laundry facilities.  Internet access. Sept-
May rates: $69.00 per night and June-Aug 
$89.00 per night. All proceeds go to the 
church building fund. Call 907-868-3310 

or 907-301-0703; spenardsunshine@msn.com  
[2-6]

FLORIDA LIVING: Where the Living is Easy! 
Senior community near Disney/Daytona Beach; 
apts/rooms for lease; 13.5 acres of flowers and 
trees; transportation/housekeeping available. 
Church/pool/shopping/activities; 3ABN, Hope TV. 
VACATIONERS- Short-term furnished rentals, 
$30, $45, $75/per night. SNOWBIRDS- 2BR/2BA 
for two- $300/wk. For 3+- $400/wk. Call: 800-
729-8017; or 407-862-2646, x24. Website: 
floridalivingretirement.com Email: JackieFLRC@
aol.com   [2,3]

FANTASTIC COUNTRY HIDEAWAY IN THE 
WEST VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS.  Nothing comes 
close to being as nice as this 128 acre private 
retreat in Summers County. Two brand new cabins 
overlooking a stocked pond, wonderful walking 
trails, waterfalls, and mountain views. Additional 
homesites cleared and ready for building. Great 
road frontage, large timber, underground utilites, 
springs, and much more. Adventist group meets 
nearby. Asking $650,000. Call 301-992-7472 for your 
DVD tour of the property.  [2]

FOR SALE.  Beautifully maintained four bedrooms, 
3½ bathrooms home in quiet, new subdivision, 
minutes from Southern Adventist University. Total 
3100 sq.ft. Double garage, level driveway.  Sloped 
yard fully landscaped. Price $248K. Visual tour 
and details at http://www.visualtour.com/shownp.
asp?prt=62&t=1330806  Contact Neville Webster 
at 423-653-5768. [2]

SOUTHERN COUNTRY LIVING-Johnston 
Estates -92 acres to develop. 130+ Lots and 
homes for sale. Lots priced at $45K+, homes at 
$175K+. Spec and owner homes available- all 
utilities, low taxes, flexible financing.  4 miles from 
Southern Adventist University.  SDA churches, 
schools, and ABC available.  15 mins to mall and 
stores.  Moderate climate, great people, and great 
place to live. Call David Job, 770-601-6356; or 
Herman Harp, 423-315-2661.  No Saturday calls.  
[2-4]

MULBERRY PARK is a planned community, 
located approximately 1 mile from Southern 
Adventist University. Our beautiful landscaped 
property features 2 and 3 bedroom condominiums 
and 16 floor plans of single-family homes. Amenities 
include pools, parks, and grilling stations. 4106 
Ooltewah-Ringgold Road, Ooltewah, TN, 37363. 
423-396-3838.   [2]

FOR SALE. Beautiful Country Setting! Bushnell, 
FL. 2661 sq.ft., pool home, 1 acre, large oaks, 
hickories and magnolias. Large family room, 

living room, dining room, large 
eat-in kitchen. Main house 2/
bdrm/2 baths. Swimming pool 
screen enclosed surrounded by 
office, mother-in-law apartment. 
M.L.A. features: kitchen and 
full bath. Detached 3-car 
garage, paved driveway. Call 
Roy McCann, 352-568-5262. 
$299,000.    [2,3]

How to Submit Your Advertising
(1) Have your pastor or a local church elder 

write “Approved” and his signature on the sheet 
of paper containing the advertisement, (2) write 
your name and address on the same sheet, 
(3) specify how many times the ad is to run, (4) 
send the approved ad to your conference office 
6 weeks in advance of the publication date and 
(5) don’t forget to enclose payment in full for each 
month the ad is to run. Make checks payable to 
SOUTHERN UNION.

RATES: Southern Union: $40 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $45 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word 
beyond 45. Out of Union: $50 for 20 words or less, 
including address. $55 for anything longer than 20 
words up to 45 words. $1.50 per word beyond 45. 
Accepted as space is available. Ads may run in 
successive months as space permits.

SOUTHERN TIDINGS makes every reason-
able effort to screen all advertising, but in no 
case can the periodical assume responsiblity for 
advertisements appearing in its columns, or for 
typographical errors.

Adventist Satellite System 

 
For Installation in the Atlanta Area, Call 

 

Kaz Sanocki - 404 791-3093 
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FOR SALE. 2065 sq. ft. split foyer, 4 bed/3 bath, 
in-law apartment in full basement, laundry on 
both levels, handicap accessible, 11x14 covered 
porch, 10x16 storage shed. Quiet Ooltewah, TN, 
neighborhood, three miles to SAU. Updates: new 
roof, gutters, windows, heat/AC, interior/exterior paint, 
blacktop drive. $164,000. Call 423-553-7877.  [2]

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

OB/GYN – North Georgia: Overwhelming 
practice needs BE/BC OB/GYN for partnership 
or an associate. New building will be complete in 
summer, 2008. Local Adventist Hospital, Churches, 
and Academy. Community of 50,000 is a wonderful 
place to raise family and practice medicine. For 
more information contact Debbie at 706-629-7380, 
or email: dowens@4womenscare.com. [2-5]

GORDON HOSPITAL is CURRENTLY SEEKING 
a physical therapist for home health. Candidate 
must be able to be licensed as a physical therapist 
in the state of Georgia and have at least one year of 
previous physical therapy experience.  Relocation 
expenses would be covered for this position.  
Gordon Hospital, owned by Adventist Health 
System, is located in Calhoun, GA, approximately 
one hour south of Chattanooga, TN and one hour 
north of Atlanta, GA.  To apply, contact Jeni at 
706.602.7800 x2321 or jeni.hasselbrack@ahss.org 
or apply online at www.gordonhospital.com.  [2]

PRIMARY CARE PHYSICAN NEEDED. Rural 
South Georgia needs you – an IM or FP.  We offer 
a good climate and great environment to raise a 
family with a local SDA church and school. Flint 
River Community Hospital is prepared to offer 
an attractive and unique benefit package. Call 
Laurie Hair at 478-472-3100 or email L.Hair@
resurgencehealthgroup.com   [2]

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT NEEDED. Neil Nedley, 
M.D., is seeking a Physician Assistant with interests 
in Gastroenterology and Internal Medicine. Call Dr. 
Nedley to discuss the salary and benefit package 
of working with a health-minded, energetic team. 
Toll-free: 888-778-4445 or 580-223-5980.  [2]

COLUMBUS, NE, OB/GYN PHYSICIAN NEEDED. 

Solo Ob/Gyn physician in Columbus, Nebraska, is 
seeking a committed and compassionate partner 
to join rapidly expanding practice. Please submit 
CVs and/or questions to cwhc@frontiernet.net. 
www.columbuswomenshealthcare.com   [2-4]

BLACK HILLS HEALTH and EDUCATION 
CENTER is seeking a Registered Nurse who 
has interest in non-drug treatment of disease and 
has phlebotomy skills.  Contact 605-255-4101 or 
e-mail cheryl@bhhec.org   [2,3]

BLACK HILLS HEALTH and EDUCATION 
CENTER needs an organic farmer with greenhouse 
experience, willing to also teach.  Contact Betty 
Garner, 605-255-4101. [2]

ADVENTIST FRONTIER MISSIONS is praying 
for a recruiter who will invite people to share 
the Gospel with the unreached. Qualifications: 
an ability to uplift Christ in public and good 
communication skills. Good benefits. Requires 
travel. Position based in southeast. Submit résumé: 
jbaxter@afmonline.org  [2,3]

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. Oklahoma Academy, a 
supportive ministry of the church is in need of help 
with construction, painting, carpet and tile laying, 
etc. Full time positions available are: maintenance, 
cafeteria, and a canvassing leader. Please call 
405-454-6211 for more information.  [2]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks an 
instructor for a full-time position in the School of 
Journalism & Communication.  Anticipated courses 
include audio/video production, photography, new 
media, and speech. Candidates should have 
demonstrated success in college teaching, and/
or professional work experience, with a strong 
commitment to Seventh-day Adventist education. 
A master’s degree in the field is required, and 
a doctorate is preferred. Send CV to Dr. Greg 
Rumsey, rumsey@southern.
edu, School of Journalism & 
Communication, PO Box 370, 
Collegedale, TN  37315.   [2]

COUPLE NEEDED to assist 
in managing a resort in 

beautiful western North Carolina. Must be honest, 
dependable, flexible, in good health, meet public 
well, and have supplementary income. Apartment, 
utilities, DSL, cable TV provided. Wages based on 
abilities and performance. See website at www.
lakemontcottages.com; 828-693-5174.   [2,3]

LAURELBROOK ACADEMY seeks mission-
minded staff. Beautiful mountain location; sixty 
miles from SAU. Housing and stipend provided. 
Many positions open in healthcare and agriculture 
as well as Science, English, and Math teachers. 
Call Roger Westfall at 423-775-0771; or email: 
chsape@cs.com ©

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

ARE YOU AWARE THAT “CANDIDA” (yeast-
fungus) can be the underlying cause of disease? 
Are you experiencing headaches, gas and bloating, 
constipation, fatigue, indigestion, or sinusitis? FREE 
cassette and information on books, which include 
great testimonies and cleansing/detox recipes. 
Call 888-356-5707. This information can change 
your life!  [2]

NEW BREAKTHROUGH STEM-CELL PRODUCT 
enhances stem-cell release from your bone 
marrow, promoting health. Endorsed by medical 
doctors. FREE information and testimonies 
regarding back pain, Alzheimer’s, stroke, heart, 
eyes, Parkinson’s, and Diabetes. 888-356-5707. 
Business opportunity.  [2]

PHONECARDLAND.COM 10% DISCOUNT. 
Home of the pinless/rechargeable True Minutes 
phonecard. True Minutes long distance service is 
1.9 ¢/minute including UK and Canada.  No tax, 
no fee, no expiration. Visit: www.phonecardland.

com, and choose the best plan for all 
your phone calls. User-friendly/secure. 
Email: sales@phonecardland.com  
Call 863-216-0160.  [2-6]

FOR SALE.  For the first time in 
book form, “The 30-Day Diabetes 
Miracle” guides diabetes sufferers 
through a three-part program of 
lifestyle medicine that addresses 
and corrects lifestyle behaviors at 
the source of this disease. It’s a real 
world solution that offers patients 
benefits often described as nothing 
short of “miraculous.” “The 30-Day 
Diabetes Miracle” is currently available 
at your local ABC or favorite online 
bookstore.  [2,3]

PLANNING an EVANGELISTIC 
SERIES or HEALTH SEMINAR?  
Have questions?  Need affordable, 
professionally prepared handbills, 
brochures, signs, banners, and mailing 
services?  Call Cynthia or Ray, toll-
free at 800-274-0016 or visit www.
handbills.org  You deserve the best 
with confidence and peace of mind. 
Your friends at Hamblin’s HOPE 
deliver-on time!  [2-6]

HYATT REGENCY ATLANTA
265 Peachtree Street N.E.

Atlanta, GA 

    Plan now
  to attend! 

September 4 - 7, 2008

Make a Difference and be Blessed in Atlanta
• Dynamic Speakers
• Outstanding Music
• A Service Project in Atlanta
• Intensive Prayer Time
• Vendors
• Great Food, Fun, Fellowship
• Present Jesus’ Good News to Atlanta

Southern Union Women’s Conference

HYATT REGENCY ATLANTA
265 Peachtree Street N.E.

Atlanta, GA 
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  to attend! 

September 4 - 7, 2008

Make a Difference and be Blessed in Atlanta
• Dynamic Speakers
• Outstanding Music
• A Service Project in Atlanta
• Intensive Prayer Time
• Vendors
• Great Food, Fun, Fellowship
• Present Jesus’ Good News to Atlanta

Southern Union Women’s Conference
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MISCELLANEOUS

SINGLE AND OVER 40? Stay home and meet 
new friends in USA interracial group for all singles 
over 40. For information, send self-addressed 
stamped envelope to ASO-40, 2747 Nonpareil, 
Sutherlin, OR 97479.  ©

ChristianSinglesDating.com   AdventistsSingles.
org   FREE trial! Thousands of successes! FREE 
chat, search, and profiles. Witnessing through 
articles, friendships, and forums. Adventist owned 
since 1993.  Top ranked.   ©

AFFORDABLE FULL-SERVICE MOVING. 
Experienced, careful, licensed, and insured 
interstate SDA mover. Based in Orlando. Services 
include: moving, packing, crating, vehicle transport, 
and storage. Formerly known as Russ Durham, 
Mover. Florida Reg. Mover #1394. Call Free State 
Moving at 407-884-0089.   ©

ARE YOU MOVING SOON?  Before you rent an 
U‑Haul and do it yourself, check our price and save 
yourself the hassle.  Plan ahead now and reserve 
a time slot.  Fast, direct, and economical.  Contact 
Gary Erhard, Erhard Furniture, 6681 U.S. 31, Berrien 
Springs, MI; 269-471‑7366 evenings 8‑11 p.m.   ©

RELOCATING?  Apex Moving & Storage has 
a National Account Contract with the General 
Conference for your moving needs.  Take advantage 
of a volume rated discount.  Be assured you are 
moving with the BEST!  Call Marcy Dante’ at 800-
766-1902; or visit us at: www.apexmoving.com/
adventist   [2,3]

RVs!!! Adventist owned and operated RV 

dealership has been helping SDAs for more than 
30 years. Huge inventory. Courtesy airport pickup 
and onsite hookups. Satisfied SDA customer list 
available. Call toll-free: 888-933-9300. Lee’s RV 
City, Oklahoma City. Visit our website: www.leesrv.
com or Email: LeesRVs@aol.com    ©

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD – New 
home-based business opportunity is changing 
ordinary lives into extraordinary lives. What you 
earn is up to you. Call 866-796-6178. [2-6]

EVANGELISM THROUGH TECHNOLOGY. Spread 
the message of God’s love via the worldwide web. 
Join churches from around the globe. Experience 
PondTV Media, video on-demand and podcasting. 
Try our video/audio streaming services for free. 30-
day free trial. For more information contact urick@
churchpond.com or visit www.churchpond.com/
service.  [2-5]

CONFUSED BY ALL THE TALK ON DIET? Attend 
the two Conferences on Vegetarian Nutrition 
on March 4-8, 2008 at Loma Linda University 
in California. For more information on speakers, 
topics, and motels, contact Stoy Proctor at 301-680-
6718 or e-mail sanchezl@gc.adventist.org   [2]

MISSIONS MADE POSSIBLE.  Non-profit ministry 
providing air transportation at no charge for sick and 
ill individuals to Southeast USA medical treatment 
centers needs your help with donations to this 
ministry.  Contact Ken Guill, President, Missions 
Made Possible (501 C 3 Corp) 407-423-1025, cell 
407-929-8559. www.missionsmadepossible.com   
missionsmp@aol.com  [2,3]

EIGHT NATURAL REMEDIES with James 

Johnson, M.D.  Phone/fax 615-523-2136.  Also 
online instructor-led NCLEX-RN® review nursing 
courses every month.  www.geocities.com/
jjohnsonmd/nclex.html   [2-4]

2008 GREAT CONTROVERSY TOUR – July 
10-24 with Dr. Gerard Damsteegt of Andrews 
University. See prophecies of Daniel and 
Revelation come alive! Visit Rome, Italy, and 
Reformation sites in the Waldensian Valleys, 
Switzerland, Germany, France. A most exciting 
experience! Call or fax 269-471-5172; email 
gctours@mac.com.  [2]

WOMEN’S RETREAT AT SEA – August 3-10. 
Deluxe Alaska cruise with-a-purpose! Inspirational 
seminars and music. Mission outreach at three 
ports of call. Sponsored by NW Adventist Women’s 
Ministries. Visit www.npuc.org Women’s Retreat at 
Sea. Call 800-869-6903, x202.   [2]

WANTED: CAMPERS for once-a-month 
weekend fellowship with God and friendly people 
in the quiet outdoors away from the hustle/bustle of 
life. Great fellowship, food, and relaxation. Central 
Florida area. For details, contact Les Randall, 407-
774-8945; or email lesrandall@juno.com   [2,3]

MUSIC AT THE 2010 GC SESSION in Atlanta, 
June 23-July 3. Needed: high-quality sacred 
music from vocalists, instrumentalists, choirs, 
ensembles, etc. Please visit www.gcsession.org 
for details and application. Send all requested 
materials to NAD Music Coordinator, Attn: Ron 
Christman, 12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, 
MD 20904-6600. Deadline for application: January 
31, 2009.   ©

Our Mission:
To share God’s love by providing

physical, mental and spiritual
healing.

19 hospitals in:
California

Hawaii
Oregon

Washington

Live the Dream
The journey begins with us

For Job Opportunities, visit
www.adventisthealth.org

The Southeastern Conference of  Seventh-day Adventists
Notice is hereby given that the 9th regular session of the Southeastern Conference of 

Seventh-day Adventists will be held at the Mt. Calvary SDA Church, 3920 E. Osborne Avenue, 
Tampa, FL, on Sunday, April 27, 2008. The first meeting is called for 9:00 a.m.  The session 
is called for the purpose of electing officers for the ensuing term and for transacting any 
other business that may properly come before the session. Each church in the Conference is 
entitled to one delegate for the organization and an additional delegate for each 50 members 
or major fraction thereof.

Willie L. Taylor, President
Hubert J. Morel, Jr., Executive Secretary

 The Southeastern Conference Association of  Seventh-day Adventists, Inc.
Notice is hereby given that the 9th regular session of the Southeastern Conference As-

sociation of Seventh-day Adventists, Inc. will be held at the Mt. Calvary SDA Church, 3920 E. 
Osborne Avenue, Tampa, FL, on Sunday, April 27, 2008. The first meeting is called for 9:00 
a.m.  The session is called for the purpose of electing officers for the ensuing term and for 
transacting any other business that may properly come before the session. The delegates to 
the Southeastern Conference Session are the constituency of the corporation.

Willie L. Taylor, President
Hubert J. Morel, Jr., Executive Secretary
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Spring Women’s Retreat – 
March 28-30. Cohutta Springs.

Gulf States
Family Ministries Ministers’ and 
Wives’ Retreat–Feb. 12-14.
Elders’ Training #3–Feb. 15-17. 
Camp Alamisco.
Executive Committee–Feb.19. 
Conference Office.
ShareHim Boot Camp–Feb. 22-
24. Camp Alamisco.
Education Mission Adventure–
Feb.26-March 4. Nicaragua.
Spring Break –March 1-9.
Teen Invitational Back Packing–
March 7-9.
Family Ministries Singles’ 
Retreat–March 14-16.
Bass View Academy Days–
March 15,16.

Kentucky-Tennnessee
Conference Association Board
March 11.   May 13.   July 22.
 Conference Executive Committee
March 11.   May 13.   July 22.
Highland & Madison Academy 
Boards
March 20. May 8.
Conference Board of Education
Feb. 14.   April 10.
Eastern Kentucky Camp 
Meeting–Feb. 29-March 1. 
Prestonsburg, KY.
West Tennessee Festival of 
Faith–March 8. Memphis, TN.
Highland Academy Alumni 
Homecoming–April 4,5. Honor 
classes include years ending in 
3s and 8s (1998, 2003, etc.) See 
www.highland-academy.com for 
details.
Camp Meeting–May 23-31.
Hispanic Camp Meeting–June 
6,7.

Carolina
Lay Pastoral Assistant Training 
– Feb. 8-10. NPR.
Romance at the Ranch – Feb. 
15-17. NPR.
Hispanic Marriage Retreat – 
Feb. 22-24. NPR.
Panama Mission Trip – Feb. 27-
March 10.

Florida
Complete calendar online—
http://www.floridaconference.
com/calendar.html
Florida Adventist Bookmobile 
Schedule
Feb. 23. St. Petersburg.
Feb. 24. Clearwater, New Port 
Richey, Spring Hill, Brooksville, 
East Pasco in Zephyrhills, Plant 
City.
March 1. Sunrise.
March 2. Plantation, Lauderhill, 
Temple Adventiste in Deerfield 
Beach. (Southeastern 
Conference: Mt. Olivet.)
March 8. Tallahassee.
March 9. Perry, Cross City, Ocala, 
Silver Springs Shores, Belleview, 
Inverness.
March 15. Port Charlotte.
March 16. North Port, Venice-
Nokomis, Sarasota, West Coast 
Christian Academy in Bradenton, 
Brandon, Tampa First.
March 29. West Palm Beach.
March 30. Midport Road in 
Port St. Lucie, Fort Pierce, 
Cocoa, Titusville. (Southeastern 
Conference: Port St. Lucie, Palm 
Bay.)
Planned Giving Clinics and 
Seminars
Feb. 23. Apopka Spanish.
March 1. Lake Wales.
March 1. Bonita Springs English 
and Spanish.
March 8. East Pasco in 
Zephyrhills.
March 15. St. Petersburg.
March 29. Sebring.
March 29. Palmetto.
Stop Smoking Clinic—Feb. 
25-March 31, Mondays, 7:00-8:00 
p.m. Orlando Central Church 
Hillcrest Community Center. 
Facilitator: Jack McCaskill, 
formerly with the American 
Cancer Society. Details: 407-841-
7510.
North Florida Cowboy Camp 
Meeting—Feb. 29-March 2. 
Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. 

Speaker: Jim Gilley. Music: Mark 
Trammell Trio, Driven Quartet, Joe 
Pearles, Andrew Ishee, Robert 
McGuire, and Buddy Liles. Cost: 
to be announced. Details: http://
www.cowboycampmeetings.
com/, http://www.campkulaqua.
com/, or 386-454-1351.
Lake Union Academies Alumni 
Reunion (formerly Michigan 
Academies Alumni Reunion). 
March 1. Forest Lake Academy 
H.H. Schmidt Auditorium, Apopka. 
Details: rebecca.becker@
flhosp.org or 407-814-1859.
The Heralds In Concert—
March 1. Ambassador Church, 
Lauderdale Lakes. Details: 
amsda@bellsouth.net, 954-733-
0607, or 954-817-6419.
14th Annual Retired 
Denominational and Hospital 
Workers’ Retreat—March 
9-11. Pine Lake Retreat, 
Groveland. Speaker: Jack Harris. 
Reservations required. Details: 
rhshepard@netzero.net or 407-
331-3249.
Men’s Ministries Conventions—
March 7-9 and March 14-16. Camp 
Kulaqua, High Springs. Theme: 
The Last Frontier. Registration: 
http://www.campkulaqua.com/ 
or 386-454-1351.
Vacation Bible School 
Workshops. Details: rburrill@
cfl.rr.com, 407-644-5000 x136, or 
321-303-7699.
March 15. Pine Lake Retreat, 
Groveland.
March 22. Miami Temple church.
Spanish-language Family 
Ministries Directors Training 
Convention—April 4-6. Camp 
Kulaqua, High Springs. Details: 
407-644-5000, x138.
Spanish-language Children’s 
Ministries and Vacation Bible 
School Convention—April 4-6. 
Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. 
Details: 407-644-5000, x138.

Georgia-Cumberland
Complete calendar online—
www.gccsda.com
Hispanic Elder’s Certification – 
Feb. 8-10. Cohutta Springs.
High School Retreat – Feb. 8-10. 
Cohutta Springs.
Columbus, GA Evangelism – 
Feb. 9-March 9.
Atlanta Adventist Academy Day 
– Feb. 14.
Pathfinder Teen Challenge – 
Feb. 15-17.

Hispanic Children’s Ministries 
Convention – Feb. 15,16. Atlanta, 
GA.
Hispanic Lay Preachers 
Training (ShareHim) – Feb. 
22,23. Atlanta, GA.
Children’s & Family Ministries 
Convention – Feb. 22-24. 
Cohutta Springs.
Hispanic Congregations 
Leader’s Training – Feb. 29-
March 2. Cohutta Springs.
“Connect” Adventist Christian 
Fellowship Conference – Feb. 
29-March 2. Knoxville, TN.
Lay Evangelism Rally – March 1. 
Moultrie, GA.
Festival of the Family – March 1. 
Austell, GA.
Crisis Intervention Training – 
March 2,3. Collegedale, TN.
Regional Health Rally – March 8. 
Cookeville, TN.
GCA Days – March 14,15. 
Calhoun, GA.
Conference-wide Exercise 
Workshop – March 16. 
Collegedale, TN.
Precision Drill Team Day – 
March 16. Ocoee, TN.
Kids in Discipleship Training – 
March 16-19. Collegedale, TN.
Adventurer Family Fun Day – 
March 16. Cohutta Springs.
Hispanic Evangelism 
(ShareHim) – March 21-April 5. 
Atlanta, GA.
Hispanic Women’s Retreat – 
March 21-23. Cohutta Springs.
Regional Health Rally – March 
22. Carrollton, GA.
Youth Festival – March 28,29. 
Dalton, GA.
South Georgia Camp Meeting – 
March 28-30. Norman Park, GA.
Teen Girls’ Retreat – March 28-
30. Cohutta Springs.

Sunset
		  Feb. 1	 Feb. 8	 Feb. 15	 Feb. 22	 Feb. 29	 Mar. 7
 	Atlanta, GA	 6:12	 6:19	 6:25	 6:31	 6:38	 6:43
	 Charleston, SC	 5:56	 6:02	 6:08	 6:14	 6:21	 6:26
	 Charlotte, NC	 5:55	 6:02	 6:09	 6:16	 6:23	 6:29
	 Collegedale, TN	 6:12	 6:19	 6:26	 6:33	 6:40	 6:46
	H untsville, AL	 5:19	 5:26	 5:33	 5:39	 5:46	 5:52
	 Jackson, MS	 5:37	 5:44	 5:50	 5:56	 6:02	 6:07
	 Louisville, KY	 6:10	 6:18	 6:25	 6:33	 6:41	 6:48
	 Memphis, TN	 5:32	 5:39	 5:46	 5:52	 5:59	 6:05
	 Miami, FL	 6:07	 6:12	 6:16	 6:21	 6:25	 6:29
	 Montgomery, AL	 5:22	 5:28	 5:34	 5:40	 5:46	 5:51
	N ashville, TN	 5:17	 5:25	 5:32	 5:39	 5:46	 5:52
	O rlando, FL	 6:08	 6:13	 6:18	 6:23	 6:28	 6:33
	 Wilmington, NC	 5:45	 5:52	 5:59	 6:05	 6:12	 6:17
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When Jesus was on Earth, the blind, the deaf, 
the paralyzed found comfort and renewal in 
His outstretched hand, regardless of means or 
status. He established a ministry centered on the 
spiritual, emotional and physical needs of people 
who were desperate for a healing touch.

With Christ as our example, Adventist Health 
System employees and physicians reach out 
to touch the hearts and heal the lives of more 
than 4 million patients each year. We pray that 
the compassion of His hand will be felt in the 
touch of ours.

When Jesus arrived at Bethsaida, the people brought 

         a blind man to Him, begging Him to touch him.  

Jesus took the man by the hand and led him from the village.  

   After touching him once, the man began to see.  

       He touched him again, and his vision became clear. 

  MARK 8:22-25  
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Southern Union Conference
P.O. Box 849
Decatur, GA 30031
Address Services Requested

SOUTHERN

 Lonnie & Jeannie 
Melashenko

 Lonnie & Jeannie 
Melashenko

Crandall, Georgia
March 7–9

For information and to register for this or other VisionBuilders locations, 
 call 1-800-429-5700 or go online: www.vop.com/visionbuilders *

Devotional Speaker
 Chaplain Barry Black

Jimmy & 
 Pam Rhodes

rrrs

The 
 King’s

 Heralds


