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Vantage Point

Gordon Retzer
Southern Union 
President

In the Adventist Church, we love to have meetings, conventions, rallies, fellow-
ship gatherings, convocations, special events, and congresses — we just love to get 
together. I think it’s great. We have youth meetings, and singles weekends, and men’s 
conventions, and women’s conventions, and family life seminars, and evangelism 
rallies, and camp meetings, and prayer meetings. Jesus promised that where two or 
three gather in His name, He, the great God of Heaven and Earth, meets with us.  

One Voice, One Vision, an incredible women’s ministry convention in Atlanta is 
now history. Laura Smith, Southern Union women’s ministries director, and Cheryl 
Retzer, women’s ministries advisor, along with our talented conference women’s min-
istries directors, planned and executed a thrilling event involving 2,000 women from 
the Southern Union and beyond. One Voice, One Vision declares that women work-
ing together and worshiping together can have an impact on an entire city. That’s 
exactly what I observed.

The worship and seminar experiences were certainly powerful and practical, 
but what impacted me the most was to see the Friday community service activities 
in Atlanta,where more than 700 women touched the lives of thousands of people. It 
was incredible and I’ve never seen anything like it. I visited shelters and other places 
where the down and out, many through no fault of their own, spend their lives. I 
saw Adventist women smiling and giving out literature on the streets of downtown 
Atlanta. Because this event is a part of Good News Atlanta, the joint effort of South 
Atlantic and Georgia-Cumberland conferences, it was planned to let agencies and At-
lanta businesses know that Seventh-day Adventists are loving and caring people who 
want to help make life better and sweeter for those who are hurting.  

I was moved and touched when I visited a shelter and saw caring Adventist 
women giving facials to homeless and misplaced women. The love that was shared as 
our women, angels to those who were receiving a healing touch, ministered to hol-
low and hopeless women must have made Jesus happy. I doubt these women at the 
shelter had ever had a facial and been cared for with such tenderness. It was a great 
witness to the love of Jesus who went about doing good.

I shared with our Southern Union Executive Committee that, as I watched dozens 
of women receive these facials, I said to myself, “If men had been together in a com-
mittee for a thousand years, we would never have come up with the idea of giving 
facials to hurting women!” We need both women and men in ministry. We need the 
perspective of both women and men on our committees and in church boards. I’m 
thankful that on the Southern Union Executive Committee we have many women 
who share their unique perspective. And recently, we were thrilled to hear several of 
these women share how they each preached a full evangelistic meeting in San Salva-
dor with hundreds being baptized.  

Women in ministry, men in ministry — God needs both.

Women in 
Ministry
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Cover Feature

Southern Union committee members leave the hotel with their 
computers and projector cases to go preach.

Gone to 
San Salvador

By R. Steven Norman III
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Why would nine Southern 
Union Executive Committee mem-
bers go to San Salvador? What was 
their purpose?

“At the beginning of this quin-
quennium, the Southern Union 
Committee set several goals,” ex-
plains Gordon Retzer, president of 

the Southern Union. “One of those 
goals was to see laypersons in-
volved in evangelistic preaching.” 

The first wave of the thousands 
of laypersons in our churches, 
who will be involved in 
preaching the Gospel in 
the months and years to 
come, came from among 
our Union committee 
members. These nine lay 
members from various 
professional backgrounds, 
who had never preached 
an evangelistic meeting, 
offered themselves to God 
for the salvation of souls 
and went to San Salva-
dor to preach ShareHim 
meetings. They were ac-
companied by six Union 
staff, five A.S.I. members, 
and eight students from 
Florida Hospital College of 
Health Sciences who also 
preached their first meet-
ings. Only one profession-

al evangelist, Dennis Ross, with his 
wife, Jacqueline, was in the group.

When asked why she chose to 
go preach, Louise White, a regis-
tered nurse, said,”I chose to partici-
pate because I have always been 
interested in doing the Lord’s work 
and when the opportunity arose, 

I accepted. I wanted to do Bible 
studies in my community, but could 
never find the time or courage. I felt 
that I did not know enough Bible to 
teach others. “

Committee members and their spouses: Linda Medastien (seated, left), Louise White, 
Joyce Thrower, Milagros Tomei, Thelma Bonham, Mary Pulliam, Sheila Davis, Shirley 
Camp, Jean Jacques Medastien (standing, left), Jerome White, Ronald Chunn, Samuel 
Bonham, Melvin Davis, and David Camp. 

Fransisco Castro, pastor, baptizes 93-year-old Don 
Antonio, who was married for more than 40 years 
to an Adventist wife. After she died, a member of the 
Diez de Septiembre Church, where Milagros Tomei 
was preaching, invited him to the crusade. Conclud-
ing a long, intense, internal struggle, he said, “I can 
fight no longer.”
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Sheila Davis, also a registered 
nurse and university professor, 
responded, “I felt a strong urge from 
the Holy Spirit that I needed to go. 
Besides that, I longed for the experi-
ence of working more intimately 
with the Lord in the salvation of 
souls. I yearned to see His power 
in a way that is often not seen until 
times of the harvest. “

“When Elder Retzer introduced 
this evangelism campaign to the 
Executive Committee last year,” says 
Samuel Bonham, an air force retiree, 
“I knew it was something I needed 
to do. My wife and I had discussed 
being a part of evangelism for some 

time. Why we didn’t do 
it before now, I don’t 
have an answer. But, 
the Holy Spirit let us 
know, this was the time 
to begin. In my opinion, 
the Lord said, ‘Go.’ And 
we went.”

But everyone did 
not find it so easy to 
go. Joyce Thrower and 
Shirley Camp resisted 
the fears that came from 
hearing stories about 
San Salvador being one 
of most dangerous cities 
in the world. Mary Pul-
liam, a school admin-
istrator struggled with 
a sense of inadequacy. 
“I don’t feel I can do 

this. I do not have what it takes.” 
Another voice told her,” You are not 
a preacher.” But, she committed to 
go anyway and never turned back. 
“When I finally stood up to preach 
the first night, my nervousness disap 
peared and a peace came over me.”

For two weeks everyone prayed 
and studied each day, preached 
each night, and then stood amazed 
when at the conclusion of the meet-
ings the report came that 1,073 per-
sons were baptized. A later report 
indicated that an additional 521 in-
dividuals who made decisions were 
baptized during the next few weeks, 
bringing the total to 1,694. What a 

God we serve!
 When ev-

eryone returned 
to the September 
Executive Com-
mittee meeting, 
every heart was 
full of joy and ev-
ery mouth shared 
praise and testimo-
nies of how they 
saw God’s hand in 
their meetings.

Milagros 
Tomei, who is 
a retired human 
resources coordi-
nator, excitedly 
told the story of 
Don Antonio, a 

93-year-old man who was married 
for more than 40 years to an Adven-
tist. He never attended church or 
supported his wife. After she died, 
a church member invited him to the 
crusade. He came and never missed 
one night. Finally, after an intense 
internal struggle he said, “I can fight 
no longer.” He accepted Jesus Christ 
and was baptized.

Mary Pulliam shared how the 
power of the Holy Spirit saved José, 
a gentleman who was visiting San 
Salvador from Guatemala. On the fi-
nal night he said, “I have listened to 
you each 
night, and 
I have 
gone 
home to 
study the 
scriptures 
you gave 
to see 
if what 
you said 
was in 
the Word 
of God. 
I found 
everything 
to be 
true. But, 
I did not 
make my 
decision until I heard your sermon 
tonight. After I heard it, I decided 
that I should become a part of this 
church, but I want to wait for my 
family to join with me.” Mary en-
couraged him to go ahead and be 
baptized and then invite his family 
to follow him. He agreed and was 
prepared for baptism.

Clayton State University profes-
sor Jean Jacques Medastien, who 
went to San Salvador at the risk 
of losing his job, reported that 
once there he kept asking God, 
“Why have You called me to San 
Salvador.” On the final night of 
the meeting, the last person to be 
baptized was a man of whom the 
pastor said, “I have been studying 
with this man for 10 years, and he 
has never shown interest in getting 
baptized until he heard your sermon 
on baptism.” Medastien says, “That 

Clayton State University professor Jean Jacques Medas-
tien went to preach at the risk of losing his job, but found 
God’s purpose for his life while preaching in San Salva-
dor at the Chankala Church. 

Joyce Thrower learns to make pupusas, a popular El Salva-
doran food, with ladies from the Mt. Carmen Church where 
she preached.

Shirley Camp, a registered 
nurse and lawyer, preach-
es at the Las Victorias 
Church in San Salvador.



N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 8  •  T I D I N G S        7

was it for me! I knew then that God 
sent me to San Salvador to help save 
that man.” 

2009 is the Year of Evangelism. 
We are praying to baptize 25,000 in 
the Southern Union in 2009. Samuel 
Bonham, who saw God work in 
San Salvador, asserts, “The goal of 
10 percent membership increase in 
each Southern Union church, during 
the North American Division (NAD) 
2009 Year of Evangelism, can be-
come a reality as we pray together, 
and agree to permit God to radi-

cally use all who are 
willing to study, teach, 
and preach as He has 
commissioned us.”

Ronald Chunn is 
so fired up that his 
commitment is “to 
enlist every member 
of my local church in 
an evangelism project. 
We must see evan-
gelism as a 52-week 
campaign. Therefore, 
we must plan week by 

week, department 
by department, and 
activity by activity – 
inside and ‘outside 
the box’ – with the 
focus on soul winning.”

Moved by the Holy Ghost, 
and with a burden to see even 
more people saved right here in 
our territory, Gordon Retzer asked 
the Southern Union staff and 
Executive Committee members, 
“Who will be willing to preach a 
meeting in 2009?” Every staff and 
committee member stood and 
made a commitment to preach an 
evangelistic meeting somewhere 

in the Southern Union during 2009.
Perhaps you are wondering 

what God wants you to do and 
whether you can win a soul for 
Christ. Shirley Camp, a registered 
nurse and attorney, encourages, 
“Just do it! You will never regret 
it. It will fire your spiritual life up, 
make you realize what wonders 
God can do for you when you are 
willing to rely on Him. Despite your 
imperfections God can still do won-
ders through you.”

In partnership with Share Him 
and The Quiet Hour, Florida Hos-
pital College of Health Sciences 
(FHCHS) sent a team of 10 students 
and staff to the capital city of El 
Salvador during their August break. 
FHCHS was part of a larger group 
who held evangelistic meetings 
in more than 30 churches in and 
around San Salvador. 

Florida Hospital College was re-
sponsible for five churches. At each 
of these sites, students preached 
an entire evangelistic campaign 
and shared the CREATION Health 
curriculum from Florida Hospital, 
which is based on the book CRE-
ATION Health Breakthrough by 
Monica Reed, M.D. The book cov-
ers eight essentials that can revolu-
tionize a person’s health physically, 
mentally, and spiritually. 

The FHCHS team was made 
up of two chaplains, four nursing 

students, two occupational therapy 
assistant students, and two alumni. 
Three sisters, Nelly, Irma, and Crys-
tal Montoya, had parents who im-
migrated from El 
Salvador. These 
young women 
had the privilege 
of preaching in 
the church that 
was closest to 
family still living 
there.  

Each Col-
lege student 
gained practical 
public speaking 
experience in an 
international set-
ting while sharing 
both the Gospel 
and the health 
message. And the 
results? These five 

churches have baptized more than 
60 people; total baptized for all 30 
churches was well over 1,000. God 
is good!

Florida Hospital College of Health Sciences evangelism team 
gathered daily to review and edit the evening’s sermons: 
Darlene Minisee (left), Nelly Montoya, Vanessa Hollond, Dee 
Perera, Chaplain Reynold Acosta, Irma Montoya, Karen House, 
Marshall Moss, and Crystal Montoya.

El Salvador Outreach

Diana Gunter, Southern Union human resources coordi-
nator, preaches on the seven seals of Revelation at the Alta 
Vista Church.

Jorge Mayer (back row, center), mentor for 
the ShareHim San Salvador B Crusades, with 
staff members who worked: Merkita Williams 
(seated, left), Carol Hollie-Tsede, Jacqueline 
Ross, Diana Gunter (standing, left), William 
Smith, Dennis Ross, and Cheryl Hubbard.
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More than 150 student literature evangelists gathered for a Youth Summit Retreat at Camp Alamisco in Dadeville, Alabama.

A Summer of Blessings
By Rebecca Grice

Home Health Education Feature
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One afternoon Daniel Rojas in 
the Miami, Florida, program sold six 
Great Controversies while working at 
a bank parking lot.

Elias Baquero, another student 
working with the Florida program, 
met a woman who had lost her sister-
in-law. As Elias talked about God’s 
love, the woman broke into tears. He 
continued to tell her about Jesus and 
prayed with her. She had no money, 
but Elias gave her a God’s Answers 
and a Happiness Digest (Steps to 
Christ). He left the home knowing he 
had made a difference in the woman’s 
life. 

God’s presence was felt as the 
students shared many more incredible 
stories throughout the retreat week-
end. Wilmar Hirle, General Confer-
ence publishing ministries associate 
director, was the speaker for the 
Sabbath worship service. Other speak-
ers included Mel Eisele, Gulf States 
Conference president; Les McCoy, 
Florida Conference youth publishing 
associate; Gordon Retzer, Southern 
Union Conference president; Andrew 
Rachal, Southern Adventist University 
MagaBook Industry director; and Der-
rick Williamson, Georgia-Cumberland 
Conference youth publishing assistant.

Ten groups of MagaBook stu-
dents worked in five different con-
ferences, which included Carolina, 
Florida, Georgia-Cumberland, Ken-
tucky-Tennessee, and Gulf States.  
The student workers were an inter-
national group, which represented 
17 countries as well as students from 
across the USA. During this time, the 
students delivered $750,637 of books, 
knocked on more than one million 
doors, and prayed with thousands of 
people. 

But the essence of their summer’s 
work was more than books sold and 
goals reached, it was the faith build-
ing encounters with people they met 
that most encouraged them. 

Shelina Sifuentes,who worked 
with the Atlanta, Georgia, group, 
shares this story. “Big fat NOs is all I’d 
encountered, then with hope I rang 
the next door bell. A boy rushed to 
get his father. The father came to the 
door with a ‘what are you doing at 
my door?’ look. As I shared the books, 
he looked with interest at the mes-
sage set. He called his wife to come 
see what good books I had. They 
had been studying the Bible to find 
answers to some of their questions. 
They excitedly purchased the message 

set, plus an extra Great Controversy, 
God’s Answers, and Desire of Ages to 
send to their family. I left the home 
with a check for $180 in my pocket 
and a thank-you to my Heavenly 
Father for all the nos!”

Kent Millard, who oversaw the 
student program for the Lexington, 
Kentucky, area, met three women. He 
showed them the books and explained 
about Jesus’ second coming and the 
need to be ready. One of the women 
turned, walked away and said, “You 
have ruined my day!” Later, Millard 
saw the same woman sitting on the 
porch of a nearby house. He had an 
extra Ministry of Healing in his bag 
and decided to give it to her. “Ma’am, 
this book tells of the love of Jesus, 
how to trust in Him, and find salvation. 
I would like to give it to you,” Millard 
told her. She gladly took the book. The 
next day he went by a Burger King to 
get a quick meal. As he was paying 
for his food, he handed the woman at 
the window a small message booklet. 
“You were at my house yesterday,” she 
said excitedly. Millard hadn’t recog-
nized her from the previous day. “Now 
you have two good books to read,” he 
said as he thought, “Wow, God is sure 
going after that lady!”

The Three baptisms that took place on Sabbath were the highlight of the weekend. These were young people who, 
while witnessing for God, were brought closer to Him. Mel Eisele, Gulf States president, baptizes Josh James (left), 
Bohdan Pajonk (center), and Viviane Severe.

The excitement was contagious when more than 150 (of the approximately 200) student lit-
erature evangelists, from throughout the Southern Union Conference, gathered at Camp Alamis-
co from July 31 until August 3 for a Youth Summit Retreat. The annual retreat is a time for the 
young people to relax from a busy summer of witnessing through selling MagaBooks, rejoice 
for what God had done through them, and share their experiences with their coworkers.  

A Summer of Blessings
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By His Spirit We 
Evangelize

By Dennis Ross Jr.

Southern Union Feature
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The year 2009 has been desig-
nated as the “Year of Evangelism” by 
the General Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists. The North American Divi-
sion (NAD) has embraced this concept 
and has challenged the unions and 
conferences throughout the Division to 
baptize 100,000 new members.

Nothing is too hard for God! Ralph 
Ringer, Southern Union evangelism 
coordinator, says, “The Southern Union 
has as our prayer goal a net increase of 
10 percent in membership during 2009. 
This would be about 25,000 baptisms.” 
We can reach this goal if every church, 
every pastor, and every member prays 
and works to increase their local 
church membership by just 10 percent. 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we can do even more! Each of the eight 
conferences in the Southern Union has 
also set similar prayer goals.

Carolina Conference
The Carolina Conference is en-

deavoring to have every church district 
hold at least two evangelistic events in 
2009. In addition to this, every Confer-
ence departmental leader, the officers, 
and the members of the executive 
committee will hold an evangelistic 
series. The goal is to have an increase 
in baptisms that equals 10 percent 
of current membership. This basi-
cally amounts to doubling last year’s 
baptism totals — a God-sized goal. 
The Conference will also continue its 
emphasis on lay involvement in evan-
gelism for 2009 through lay pastoral 
training, lay Bible worker training, and 
ShareHim Boot Camp programs.

Florida Conference 
Florida Conference is striving to 

make each member a disciple, to make 
each church a discipleship center for 
evangelism and training, and to have 
each department in the Conference 
involved in evangelism in 2009. A city-
wide evangelism effort is planned in 
Jacksonville for the spring, followed by 
regional evangelistic meetings in Miami 
in the fall. Additionally, special church 
planting projects are the goal for Mi-
ami, Ormond, Jacksonville, Port Char-

lotte, and each home church. Other 
events which will assist the evangelism 
goal are the SEEDS Conference in Flor-
ida, April 17-19, 2009, and a summer 
evangelistic series for women, youth, 
and children, notes Gerson P. Santos, 
Florida Conference evangelism director 
and church planting coordinator.

Georgia-Cumberland 
Conference 

The Georgia-Cumberland Confer-
ence has a vision that every church 
will make evangelism a part of its 
culture. They hope to see evangelism 
become, not what the Church does 
now and then, but rather what is 
does every day of every month in the 
year. Already, scores of evangelistic 
meetings are planned for 2009. These 
meetings throughout the Conference 
territory will be led by evangelists, 
pastors, and laymen, and many more 
will be added to the schedule in the 
coming weeks. An experienced church 
planting team called “Good News 
Atlanta,” led by Bill Levin, is target-
ing the largest metropolitan area in 
the Conference. Georgia-Cumberland 
has also partnered with South Atlantic 
Conference to create an evangelistic 
process that has already begun, and 
that will build up to the 2010 General 
Conference Session and beyond. The 
two conferences are working together 

in community service and evangelistic 
outreach to the Atlanta area to reach 
almost five million people for Christ!

Gulf  States Conference
Gulf States Conference wants “to 

experience what would happen if 
church members, educators, students, 
literature evangelists, pastors, confer-
ence staff, all worked together toward 
fulfilling our God-given mission,” as 
part of their mission statement. Their 
goals include for every pastor, together 
with his leadership team, to conduct 
at least two full-message evangelistic 
meetings in his district in the fall of 
2009; and for each church to conduct 
at least one ShareHim evangelistic se-
ries of meetings with a church member 
as the speaker. The Conference is rais-
ing an additional $200,000 for evan-
gelism, and hopes to reach 10,000 in 
membership by the end of 2009, with 
1,500 baptisms, says Don Shelton, Gulf 
States ministerial director.

Kentucky-Tennessee 
Conference 

During its summer ministers’ meet-
ing, Kentucky-Tennessee Conference 
officers and pastors came up with a 
faith-goal of the minimum number 
of people they wanted to ask God to 
reach in each district. That number 
came close to 1,200, about three times 
the number baptized each year. Pas-
tors have been asked to incorporate 
The Year of Pastoral/Lay Evangelism in 
their Healthy Church Plans. This calls 
for pastors to set goals for the coming 
year and develop, with their lay lead-
ers, detailed action plans. Each pastor 
is to schedule at least one evangelistic 
campaign in every one of his churches, 
reports John van Zyl, ministerial sec-
retary. Early in 2009, the Conference 
president, secretary, and ministerial 
secretary will meet with each pastor 
and church board to review plans and 
give encouragement. 

Southeastern Conference
The Southeastern Conference plan 

for 2009 is evangelism, evangelism, 
evangelism, and more evangelism ... 

Conferences and Churches Seek 10% Membership 
Increase in 2009: Year of Evangelism

By His Spirit We 
Evangelize

Pathfinders and every other Church 
ministry can be involved in winning souls 
for Christ.
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and baptize 5,000. A budget will be 
given to every pastor and departmen-
tal leader for some form of evange-
lism, tent meetings, cottage meetings, 
Revelation Seminars, or any other form 
of evangelism, says Milton Sterling, 
Southeastern ministerial secretary.

Southern Union Leadership
Leadership at the Southern Union 

and all the local conferences has 
agreed that every single staff mem-
ber — both departmental leaders and 
administrative assistants, from the 

president to the switchboard opera-
tor — will participate in this enormous 
soul-winning effort. Everyone will be 
encouraged to preach or participate in 
evangelism in some way.

The talk around the Southern 
Union is that 2009 is going to be 
the greatest year of evangelism that 
we have ever seen. Conferences are 
working together, pastors and church 
members are working together, teach-
ers and students are working together, 
all for the same purpose — to see men 
and women, boys and girls, accept 

Jesus as their Savior and Lord.
Are you a church member with 

no formal evangelism experience? 
You, too, can help “each one, reach 
one.” Ask your pastor what you can 
do, get involved in ShareHim, reach 
out to your friends and neighbors. If 
each member reaches out and brings 
one person to Jesus, the transformation 
of lives will go far beyond the simple 
goals of the upcoming year.

Dennis Ross is the ministerial director 
and evangelism coordinator for the South-
ern Union.

What Can I Do?
	 Ask God for the power to love and reach out to people for Jesus.1.	
	 Have small group meetings (6-9) in your home for prayer and Bible study (neighbors, etc.).2.	
	 Pray for the Southern Union goal of reaching 25,000 new people for Christ in 2009.3.	
	 Pray for family members who have not accepted Christ and Bible truth.4.	
	 Do random “acts of kindness” as you go through your day, for neighbors, people at work, as a genuine attempt 5.	
to show them God’s love. 

	 Invite friends and co-workers to church and evangelistic meetings.6.	
	 Befriend former members of the Church, and pray earnestly for them.7.	
	 Ask God specifically to give you “divine appointments” daily, in order to share His love.8.	
	 Pray as never before for your pastor and the pastoral leadership of your church.9.	
	 Ask your church to have a block party in the area where it is located, or a health fair to begin bonding with 10.	
your church’s community. 

	 Please contact the Southern Union Office for help with any of the above suggestions: 404-299-1832, x449 – 11.	
Carol Hollie-Tsede or Dennis Ross Jr. 

The Southern Union Evangelism 
Council — designed for evangelists, 
pastor/evangelists, lay evangelists, 
and administrators in evangelism — 
will be held December 1-4, 2008, at 
The Plaza Resort and Spa in Daytona 
Beach, Florida. We strive to accom-
plish three things: inspiration, train-
ing for more effective evangelism, 
and relaxation.

We are privileged to have such 
inspirational speakers as Mark Fin-
ley, vice president of the General 
Conference for evangelism; Angel 
Rodriguez, director of the Biblical 
Research Institute at the General 
Conference; Ron Clouzet, NAD direc-
tor of evangelism; Gordon Retzer, 
president of the Southern Union; 
Alan Parker, evangelism professor at 
Southern Adventist University; and 
Bill Tucker from Quiet Hour.   

Training on how to use Mark 
Finley’s “The Revelation of Hope” 
and ShareHim sermons and graphics 
will be provided. Other workshops 
will include being an effective evan-
gelist, maximizing the cycle of evan-
gelism, dealing with problem texts 
and offshoots, ways to reach your 
community, and the latest technol-
ogy in evangelism. There will also be 
time to share what is working in the 

different fields.
For reservations, call 1-800-874-

7420 and mention Southern Union 
Evangelism Council to get the $99/
night rate. Please let us know you 
will be coming so we will have 
enough materials for everyone. Con-
tact Ralph Ringer at 407-257-6847 or 
suevangelism@yahoo.com.

—By Ralph Ringer

Gordon RetzerMark Finley Angel Rodriguez Ron Clouzet

Evangelism Preparation
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Adventist Health System Feature

As a chaplain at Florida Hospital 
DeLand, I have the privilege of wit-
nessing God’s healing powers nearly 
everyday. What I love about our hos-
pitals is that the care is focused on 
the healing of the spirit as much as it 
is on the healing of the body. Prayer 
plays a big part in achieving this. The 
power of prayer is prevalent through-
out our hospitals — from the pedi-
atric unit to the operation room, the 
ICU to the emergency department. I 
am a strong believer in the power of 
prayer, and that miracles do happen. 

Zachery Holmes is a special boy 
— full of energy, a sparkling sense of 
humor,and a strong, rooted faith in 
Christ. Preparing to enter the seventh 
grade, Zachery was at his annual 

check up with his 
mother, Lisa. Lisa 
remembered that 
his leg had been 
aching a few weeks 
prior and asked the 
doctor to make sure 
that everything was 
okay. As a precau-
tion, x-rays were 
ordered for the 
next day. Doctors 
concluded from 
the results that the 
problem was not 
skeletal; however, a 
mass was detected. 
Stat orders for an 
MRI and sonogram 

By Art Bakewell
Healing through Prayer 

Lisa Holmes with her son Zachery
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immediately followed. After a series 
of tests, the results were startling. 
Zachery had an aneurysm in his left 
leg.  

An aneurysm is a bulging or 
“ballooning” in the wall of an artery. 
Without medical treatment or sur-
gery, aneurysms can grow large 
enough to eventually burst, caus-
ing serious, often fatal, bleeding. 
Aneurysms are typically found in 
adult males or as a result of serious 
trauma. Doctors were bewildered as 
to how this young boy could have 
developed such a large aneurysm — 
measuring 3.5 inches long — without 
an accident or injury, and little to no 
pain. Further testing later revealed 
that the main artery had been punc-
tured by the tip of his bone during a 
massive growth spurt. 

It was imperative that Zachery be 
operated on as soon as possible for 
fear that the aneurysm would burst. 
Finding a local surgeon who was 
able to perform the surgery would 
be difficult. This condition is incred-
ibly rare among children; only nine 
other cases have been documented 
worldwide similar to Zachery’s. Lisa 
was told to be on standby over the 
weekend while doctors searched 

tirelessly for a vascular surgeon who 
could perform the surgery. 	

“We sat on pins and needles and 
did a lot of praying over the week-
end” said Lisa. 

When faced with the complica-
tions surrounding Zachery’s situation, 
Lisa and Zachery’s instinct was to 
pray. They realized that the tribula-
tions they faced were too great to 
handle on their own. If Zachery was 
going to survive, it would be through 
Christ’s healing touch. Our local 
hospital, the Holmes’s family, friends, 
and Church community joined to-
gether in prayer.

On Monday morning, the aneu-
rysm had nearly doubled in size and 
was protruding out of Zachery’s leg. 
Lisa’s sense of urgency was growing. 
Desperate for news, Lisa called her 

pediatrician and was instructed to go 
to Florida Hospital Orlando. Amid 
the looming anxieties and worries, 
Lisa faithfully rushed her son to the 
hospital, praying for a miracle.

After further tests, doctors con-
firmed that they would be able to op-
erate despite the rarity of Zachery’s 
situation. The size of the aneurysm 
actually provided a greater chance 
for success. However, they warned 

Lisa that the recovery would be slow 
and painful. None of this mattered to 
Lisa, as long as Zachery lived.

At 10:30 Monday morning, only 
three days after the aneurysm was 
discovered, surgeons took a moment 
to pray with Zachery and his family 
before surgery. 

“It was awesome,” Lisa says, re-
counting this moment when they all 
came together in prayer for her son. 
The events that followed illustrate 
that without a doubt, the Lord was in 
the operating room with Zachery and 
his surgeons.

The surgery was performed 
successfully in only half the time, 
and Zachery was in and out of ICU 
within two days. The predicted slow 
and painful recovery was virtually 
painless, and he “literally breezed 
through” physical therapy, says Lisa. 
Watching Zachery in the hospital, 
no one would ever guess that he 
had just beaten a near death experi-
ence. He was in high spirits, joking 
with the nurses for his autograph — 
surprised by the medical marvel he 
had become. He walked out of the 
hospital without an ounce of pain 
and without a single pain medication 
or antibiotic prescription. 

 “It’s literally a miracle; it’s a gift 
from God,” beams Lisa. 

Stories such as this remind 
us that prayer holds the power to 
unlock God’s promises for us — 
promises to care for us in all situa-
tions and even perform miracles. In 
addition to the miraculous nature of 
Zachery’s recovery, I believe that an-
other miracle took place. This young 
boy’s faith in God’s abilities, despite 
the tribulations he was facing, is a 
miracle in itself. 

In today’s modern world, it is 
easy to get caught up in the whirl-
wind of uncertainty and anxiety 
that characterizes our lives. The true 
miracle is the ability to process life’s 
struggles within the context of God’s 
love, faithfully believing in the heal-
ing powers of Christ.

Art Bakewell is chaplain and direc-
tor of pastoral care at Florida Hospital 
Deland.

Zachery enjoys fishing with his father, John Holmes.
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Heads are turning as a 
bright new hair accessory 
is debuting in Orlando, 
Fla. Women are demon-

strating their support for 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month by wearing untradi-
tional pink hair extensions.   

For a mini-
mum donation of 
$10 throughout 
October, women 
will receive the 
unique hair acces-
sory from Eden: 
The Spa for Im-
age Discovery, a 
service of Florida 
Hospital Cancer 
Institute (FHCI). 
The month-long 
event will benefit 
cancer patients 

and breast cancer research 
at FHCI. Cancer survivors, 
women with family and 
friends impacted by can-
cer, and others supporting 
the cause have already 
taken part. 

Cancer survivor Kathy 
Wright said her pink hair 
is a way to communicate 
with others.

“I’m just happy to 
have this little pink strip in 
my hair that says to every-
body, ‘Hey, I’ve had breast 
cancer. I’m a survivor, and 
so can you be,’” Wright 
said.

The strand is easily 

placed along the scalp by 
Eden staff. Florida Hospital 
approved employees to 
wear the pink strands to 
work during October. 

According to the 
American Cancer Society, 
breast cancer is the most 
common cancer among 
women in the United 
States, other than skin 
cancer. More than 180,000 
women will be diagnosed 
with invasive breast cancer 
in the United States in 
2008.

Pink Hair Supports Breast Cancer Awareness

Gordon Hospital, 
Calhoun, Ga., hosted a 
Spanish-speaking health 
carnival for their local 
community. More than 300 
Spanish-speaking residents 
from Gordon County and 
surrounding areas at-
tended, including Cecilia 
Mosqueda.

“My son used to be 
borderline diabetic, so we 
came to get his blood sug-
ar checked,” she explained. 
“He’s okay – praise the 
Lord!”

The free services of-
fered at the health carnival 
included blood pressure 
checks, diabetes testing, 
breast exams, strength test-
ing, body mass index mea-
surements, vision checks, 
nutrition, and healthy 
eating habits.  Informa-
tion was also provided on 

dental health, exercise and 
wellness, obstetrics and 
prenatal care, colon cancer, 
prostate cancer, flu shots, 
tobacco education and 
smoking cessation, Gordon 
Home Care, and healthcare 
careers.

“This was the first 
time that we’ve hosted 
this carnival, and I feel 
it was very successful,” 
said Amy Jordon, chief 
nursing officer for Gor-
don Hospital. “A wealth 
of information was 
presented, thanks to the 
many wonderful volun-
teers on hand.”

Jordon said that 
more than 100 people 
volunteered their time to 
the carnival. Among the 
volunteers were student 
interpreters from Calhoun 
High School and Georgia-
Cumberland Academy. 
Other volunteers included 
hospital employees and 
church members from 
Iglesia Adventista Hispana, 
Calhoun.

“We are very pleased 
to be able to offer this free 

service to the Spanish-
speaking population of our 
community,” said Carlene 
Jamerson, president and 
CEO of Gordon Hospital. 
“This carnival will become 
one of many opportunities 
that we will use to promote 
our mission of providing 
the highest quality physi-
cal, mental, emotional, and 
spiritual healthcare, while 
extending the healing love 
of Christ to all we serve.”

—BY KAREN SHAW

Gordon Hospital Hosts Health Carnival for Local 
Spanish-speaking Community

Carlene Jamerson, president 
and CEO of Gordon Hospital, 
enjoys the day with an attendee.

Kathy Wright (left), a cancer survivor, 
shows her support by receiving pink 
streaks.

Face painting was a hit with chil-
dren at the health carnival. 
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Southern Union Tribute

Wallace O. Coe, retired 
Church leader with an 
inspiring passion for evan-
gelism, fell asleep in Jesus 
on September 17, 2008. 
Coe served the Seventh-
day Adventist Church for 
43 years as a pastor and 
administrator. In each place 
he served, the Church pros-
pered under his leader-
ship and his soul-winning 
emphasis led to record 
membership growth.

Wallace Coe was born 
May 31, 1923, and became 
a Seventh-day Adventist as 
a teenager. After marrying 
Hazel Warrell and graduat-
ing from Atlantic Union 
College, he pastored in the 
Georgia-Cumberland and 
Alabama-Mississippi con-
ferences. Though initially 
spurned as “Yankees,” the 
Coes quickly won friends 
through their hard work 
and dedication to God’s 
work. In 1953, Coe be-
came lay activities/Sabbath 
School director of the Ala-

bama/Missis-
sippi Confer-
ence. He also 
served in this 
capacity at the 
Carolina Con-
ference for 
seven years.

Coe’s 
evangelistic 
fervor drove 
his leadership 
as presi-
dent of the 
Alabama-Mississippi and 
Florida conferences and 
the Northern Union. His 
administrations in these 
and later territories were 
marked by unusual growth 
in membership and other 
areas of activity. 

Wallace Coe strongly 
supported Adventist health-
care. He chaired the Loma 
Linda board while general 
vice president of the Gen-
eral Conference, from 1985 
to 1989, and was instru-
mental in the installation of 
the proton beam accelera-

tor, a device 
for fighting 
cancer. After 
retiring to 
Florida, Coe 
served as vice 
president of 
spiritual min-
istries for Ad-
ventist Health 
System for 
eight years. 

He is 
remembered 

by his coworkers as an 
encourager and mentor; 
as an administrator who 
grew leaders; and as a 
man of vision, action, and 
godly leadership. His fam-
ily remembers him for his 
stories and laughter, his 
love of music and debate, 
his thoughtful ways, and 
his early mornings with 
his Bible. Most of all, he 
is remembered as a man 
who loved God with all his 
heart and served Him with 
all his might.

Wallace Coe was 85 

years old. He is survived by 
his wife of 63 years, Hazel 
Warrell Coe; son Michael 
(Vicky) Coe, pastor of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Life-
Changing Christian Centers 
in Mt. Dora, Fla.; daughter 
Janet (Jerry) Page, prayer 
and women’s ministries 
coordinator for Central 
California Conference; six 
grandchildren; four great-
grandchildren; and sister 
Alberta Ciccarelli.

—By Shenalyn Page 

Wallace O. Coe, 1923–2008

He was single-minded about growing God’s Church. He 
talked evangelism constantly. I have been the president of five 
conferences, and three of those have had a 10 percent member-
ship growth each year. Wally helped me know that was possible. 
He is still influencing this Division as I promote the goal of a 10 
percent growth in membership for each Conference.

Don Schneider, President, North American Division

He was always the enabler, the truly great leader. He always 
wanted to glorify his God and care for his family. Close behind 
all this was his passion for evangelism and Church growth. Every 
baptism was noted in that little book he always carried in his 

inside coat pocket. He could not finish a conversation without 
whipping it out and asking, “How are the baptisms coming?” 

Charles Bradford, Retired President, North American Division

A prince and a great man has fallen in Israel! We were all 
overwhelmed by this gentle giant who dwelt among us. We 
fumble to find appropriate words to express our feelings for one 
who meant so much to so many. Friend. Distinguished. Eloquent. 
World ambassador of hope for Jesus.

E. Lonnie Melashenko,Vice President of Spiritual 
Services and Missions, Kettering Health Network

Tributes

There is nothing more precious and no greater honor than to pay tribute to the memory of close friends and fellow workers who 
have gone to their rest. I wish to do this because three friends have recently died who worked closely with me in the Florida Confer-
ence and in the Southern Union Conference. They are Henson Whitehead [see June 2008 Southern Tidings], Harold Roll, and Wallace Coe.

Elder Roll worked with me both in the Florida Conference office as secretary-treasurer and at the Southern Union as secretary, and 
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Tributes

Harold F. Roll, 1921–2008

Harold Roll was a kind and gracious boss who was a 
good mentor. He was also a good friend, and our families 
enjoyed many fun times together. He had a great laugh. Elder 
Roll was a man of integrity and vision. In addition to being 
the secretary of the Southern Union, recruiting doctors and 
dentists for the Union was also part of his duties, which was 
a tremendous blessing to the Southern Union.  

Barbara Pierce
Administrative Secretary, Southern Union Conference

I had the pleasure of knowing Harold Roll for more 
than 30 years. We traveled together to Loma Linda University 

and to other areas, working with students in the medical/
dental recruitment efforts for the Florida Conference and for 
the Southern Union Conference. What a great asset it was to 
work and recruit with Harold. He had an innate way of work-
ing with students and also had a great relationship with them. 
He will surely be missed by myself and all who knew him. 
He was an extra special person.

 Robert Deery, D.D.S. 
Associate Dental Secretary, Southern Union Conference 

Dental Secretary, Florida Conference

Harold Roll, former 
secretary of the Southern 
Union Conference, secre-
tary-treasurer of Florida 
Conference, and vice presi-
dent of Adventist Health 
System, passed away 
Wednesday, September 17, 
2008, in Collegedale, Ten-
nessee.

Harold Franklin Roll 
was born to Harold E. and 
Ancil Roll on October 20, 
1921, in Little Rock Arkan-
sas. He made his decision 
for Christ and was bap-
tized by Fordyce Detamore 
following an evangelistic 
crusade. That same year he 
enrolled at Union College, 
graduating in 1944 with a 
theology degree. He mar-
ried Hazel Irene Hagen, 
and they raised two chil-
dren, Harold Eugene and 
Shelley Jo. 

His first assignment 
in the denomination was 
part time pastor at Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, along with a 
part time position with Pa-

cific Press. He 
became Mis-
souri Confer-
ence secretary/
treasurer, a role 
he would fulfill 
in Kansas, Ne-
braska, Michi-
gan, and then 
Florida Confer-
ence where he 
served from 
1956 to 1969.

It was in 
Florida that he developed 
his special interest in 
healthcare. Having served 
on the Florida Hospital 
Board of Directors, he was 
recognized for his personal 
characteristics, business 
acumen, spiritual com-
mitment, and his involve-
ment in two decades of 
Florida Hospital’s progress 
and achievement. He was 
instrumental in developing 
Florida Hospital’s intern 
and family practice resi-
dency for physicians, and 
helped lay the ground-

work for the 
formation of 
the Adventist 
Health Sys-
tem (AHS).

Roll 
served as 
secretary of 
the Southern 
Union from 
1969 until 
retirement in 
1985. While 
there, he 

became more and more in-
volved in the physician and 
dentist recruiting efforts. 

Following “retirement,” 
he became vice president 
for Adventist Health System 
in Orlando. Even after fin-
ishing his duties at AHS, he 
continued part time as the 
Southern Union medical/
dental director of recruit-
ment.

Following the death of 
his wife Hazel, Roll married 
Lillian Hagen. He suffered 
a paralyzing stroke three 
years later, but his wife 

cared for him for the next 
five years, enabling him to 
remain in his own home.

Harold Roll is survived 
by his wife Lillian; son 
Gene; daughter Shelley; 
three grandchildren; and 
sister Evelyn Rice. He was 
not only preceded in death 
by his first wife Hazel, but 
also his sister Marjorie For-
ester. A memorial website 
paying tribute to Harold 
Roll will soon be viewable 
at www.hfroll.org.

—By Sheila Elwin

Elder Whitehead was with me in the Southern Union office as treasurer. Elder Coe followed me as president of the Florida Conference. 
In Psalm 116:15 we have the wonderful promise, “Precious in the site of the Lord is the death of his saints.” I look forward to meeting 
again with Henson, Wally, and Harold.

Harold H. Schmidt, Retired President Southern Union Conference and Florida Conference
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Arden Breaks Ground for New Community Center

Members of the Arden 
Church had a groundbreak-
ing ceremony for its new 
Community Life Center on 
September 7.  

Presently, the Arden 
Church has many ministries 
to reach their community 
for Christ. Some of these 
ministries include a nine-
week summer day FLAG 
Camp (Fun Learning About 
God), an annual health fair, 
the Carpenter’s Hands, Red 
Cross blood drives, and a 
drama club. Their hope is 
to use this new facility to 
expand their ministry and 

demonstrate to the com-
munity that they are ready 
and available to meet their 
needs.

The estimated cost for 
the building is $1.7 million. 
Their fund-raising motto 
has been “Build-
ing Together 
With God. Not 
Equal Giving, 
But Equal Sacri-
fice.”  This mot-
to demonstrates 
their willingness 
to partner with 
God in using 
His funds for 

His projects. And He has 
truly blessed! The building 
is set to be completed by 
next summer.  

At present, the commu-
nity outreach committee is 
surveying area civic leaders 

to discover the needs of 
their community. By the 
time the Community Life 
Center opens, they plan to 
have multiple programs in 
place to meet community 
needs. The dream of the 

Arden Church is 
that this church, 
which sits on a 
hill, will be a light 
to the community 
and that they in 
turn will find Ar-
den a safe place to 
grow spiritually.
—BY OWEN SPENCER

Mortgage Burning at Rock Hill Church
Members, former mem-

bers, and friends gathered 
at the Rock Hill Church 
on Sabbath, August 30, 
for its mortgage burning 

celebration. In April, the 
last mortgage payment was 
sent to the Southern Union, 
a full seven years ahead of 
schedule, making the church 

completely debt-free! 
Ron Davis, former pas-

tor, returned to Rock Hill to 
give a wonderful sermon 
on this special day. He 
reminded everyone of the 
adventure to work together 
to build the church. He also 
reminded the members that, 
even though there was not 
a lot of money and few 
people when the church 
started, God was faithful 
and provided for their every 
need. When the budget 
needed a financial boost, it 
would always appear from 

somewhere. When a church 
position needed to be filled, 
the right person or people 
would come along. God 
wanted a church in Rock 
Hill, and He provided the 
resources.  

Davis challenged the 
members to now direct their 
focus towards bringing indi-
viduals to Christ.  

Rick Russell officiated 
the mortgage burning, along 
with Ron Davis, pastor; 
Roger Pohl, head elder; and 
David Johnson, elder.

—BY LARRY HAMM
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Immediately following 
the August ribbon cut-
ting of the Raleigh Church 
Community Center, named 
the ARC, the public was in-
vited in to get familiar with 
the facility and its church 
members. 

 The name for the new 
community center, the 
ARC, comes from the story 
of Noah. God used Noah’s 
Ark to save His people 
from the flood. The Raleigh 
Church hopes He will use 
the ARC to save as many 
individuals as possible in 
the last days.  

The acronym ARC 
stands for Adventist 
R_________ Center, with 
the “R” being interchange-
able. Depending on the 
use at the time, it could 
be a Recreation Center, a 
Rejuvination, Reconciliation, 
or Revelation Center. 

The first event at the 
ARC was held August 14. 
THE ROCK - Reach Out 
Carolina Kickoff, was a 
three-day event featuring 
messages from Timothy 
Gillespie, pastor, from 
Loma Linda University; free 
concerts with music from 
Second Chance, Turning 

Point, and Mali; and free 
food and drinks. 

 The program also in-
cluded a car and motorcycle 
display during opening 
night, appealing to local 
enthusiasts. A total of 275 
people attended this event, 
with about half being visi-
tors from the surrounding 
community.  

The following week-
end, the ARC hosted 
H.O.P.E. University as 
they shared “Wonders 
of Biblical Archaeology.”  
The presenters were Ron 
Clouzet, D.Min, Th.D., 
founder of H.O.P.E. Uni-
versity and a professor at 

Andrews University 
Theological Semi-
nary, and Michael 
G. Hasel, Ph.D., 
curator of the Lynn 
Wood Museum of 
Archaeology, direc-
tor of the Institute 
of Archaeology and 
professor of ar-
chaeology and near 
eastern studies at 
Southern Adventist 
University. 

Opening night 
featured “Amazing 
Discoveries in Lost 
Cities of the Dead.”   
This event drew more 

than 250 attendees during 
the three-day period, and 
about half were residents 
from the community.  

A six-week, area-wide, 
Bible prophecy series, “Un-
sealing Revelation’s Myster-
ies,” began on September 
5, at the ARC. The Raleigh 
Church, along with eight 
area churches (via video 
transmission), offered this 
free series to their commu-
nity. The seminar attracted 
250 area residents, including 
people from all denomina-
tions.  

At the end of a particu-

larly moving sermon, 
Clouzet made an ap-
peal, and nearly half 
of those in attendance 
came forward to give 
their hearts to Jesus.

There were 15 
students from Andrews as-
sisting with the prophecy 
series.

Bob Cundiff, Raleigh 
Church pastor, shared, “In 
the seven weeks since our 
new facility opened, we 
have had about 400 [com-
munity members] visit our 
campus who have never 
been here before. It’s great 
being able to pastor a 
church that understands 
that it exists to share the 
Gospel with its commu-
nity.”

—BY JEAN OVERSTREET

Raleigh’s Community Center Gets a Great Start

Tim Gillespie

Michael Hasel (left) and Ron Clouzet
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Jennifer Bowie picked 
up the phone and dialed 
the number for Outpost 
Centers International (OCI). 
She tapped her pen ner-
vously while it rang. She 
had never heard of the or-
ganization, but she wanted 
to go on a mission trip to 
Africa this past summer. 
Her search had led her to 
the OCI web site.

A friendly voice 
answered, and, after 

learning more about the 
organization and the trip, 
she signed up herself and 
Stephanie, her teenage 
daughter, for the trip.

A month later, they 
arrived in Zambia with little 
knowledge of the culture, 
a vague idea of what they 
would be doing, and no 
previous experience with 
Seventh-day Adventists. 
Bowie found everyone to 
be very welcoming. When 

she arrived at church the 
first Sabbath and was in-
troduced with the mission 
group, the whole church 
called out, “Stay with us!”

For four weeks, she 
did stay with them, and she 
traveled to her evangelistic 
site every night to tell chil-
dren’s stories, lead health 
talks, and even preach on 
one of the topics.

Each night, she listened 
closely to the sermon. At 

first, most of the ideas were 
familiar. Her nondenomi-
national church taught the 
same things. On the sev-
enth night, however, things 
started to change.

“I’ve been a Christian 
for more than 18 years,” 
Bowie said. “I read my 
Bible, went to prayer meet-
ing, tithed, and worshiped. 
But, I somehow never 
understood God’s sincere 
and earnest commandment 
to keep the Sabbath holy! It 
was like a brick fell on me 
when I saw that in Scrip-
ture and met people who 
actually practiced it and 
were blessed!”

Now, back home near 
Daytona Beach, Fla., she is 
experiencing that blessing 
for herself. Bowie found 
the nearest church and 
loves worshiping with the 
congregation each Sabbath.

“It’s not easy,” she said. 
“Most of my family doesn’t 
understand why I keep the 
Sabbath. But, I’m doing my 
best, and God is blessing.”

—by Cheryl Torres

Web Search Leads to African Mission Experience

Bowie preached her first ser-
mon, telling listeners about the 
Christ who came to save them.

Jennifer Bowie enjoyed getting to know the African children who 
attended each evening meeting. She found herself wishing she 
could adopt many of the children she met at her evangelistic site.

When Elise Watts was baptized at 
the Avon Park, Fla., Church on Septem-
ber 6, she became the fifth generation in 
the family to be baptized into the same 
church. She was the third generation to 
be baptized by Don Holland, pastor, and 
long-time friend of the family.

Elise made her decision for baptism 
after studying the Bible during the sum-
mer with her grandmother, Krystal  
Bishop, professor in the School of 
Education and Psychology at Southern 
Adventist University, Collegedale, Tenn. 

Bishop’s Sabbath sermon, delivered on 
the day of Elise’s baptism, focused on 
the prayers of Jesus for each generation, 
from children to senior citizens.

The prayer and scripture reading, 
containing verses especially chosen for 
Elise, were given by her great-grand-
mother, Vernie Oft. Her presence at 
church was an answer to Elise’s prayers 
that her great-grandmother would be 
well enough to attend her baptism.

—by Naomi Zalabak

Avon Park Baptizes Fifth-generation Member

Elise Watts (center) with 
mother, Kari Griswold; 
grandmother, Krystal 
Bishop; great-grand-
mother, Vernie Oft; and 
great-great-grandmother, 
Kathlyn Myers (inset)
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Florida News

A new radio program, 
Families by Design, began 
broadcasting August 3 in 
central Florida, as well as 
throughout the world via 
the Internet. Listeners are 
reminded that God de-
signed families and wants 
only the best for them.

The weekly broadcast 
is produced and co-hosted 
by Daniel Forbes, Ed.D., 
pastor of the University and 
South Orlando churches. 
He is a National Board  
Certified and Florida 
Licensed Mental Health 
Counselor with specialties 
in family life education and 
family mediation.

Co-host Oliver  
Edwards, Ph.D., is a Uni-
versity Church member, 
psychologist, and a pro-
fessor at the University of 
Central Florida.

The program is for-
matted to help families 
face daily struggles. The 
co-hosts and expert guests 
offer solutions, resources, 
and spiritual guidance to 
listeners, enabling them 
to build strong homes 
in spite of challenges in 
today’s society. The goal 

to strengthen families and 
promote their well-being is 
intentional in all aspects of 
the program, from the sin-
cerity heard in the voices 
of presenters to the prayer 
offered in behalf of the 
listening audience.

Another program 
benefit is the consistent 
opportunity it provides for 
Forbes and Edwards to 
introduce radio listeners to 
the Adventist Church and 
what it has to offer families. 
Several years ago, Forbes 
sought ways for the Church 
to impact the community in 

a meaningful and unique 
manner for the Lord when 
the concept of helping 
families with an informative 
radio program was placed 
on his heart.

Subsequently, he 
spoke with Edwards, an 
elder at University Church, 
who readily agreed to help. 
Together, they began to 
search for a radio station 
that was affordable with an 
appropriate format to air 
their program.

They waited on the 
Lord and watched Him 
work, knowing that where 

God guides, He provides. 
The door opened this past 
summer when an oldies ra-
dio station changed its for-
mat to one with a mission 
of ministering to families.

God’s timing was 
perfect. Forbes approached 
the station manager, and 
the concept of Families by 
Design received an enthusi-
astic response. A generous 
offer was made to produce 
the program and air it each 
week. In addition, opportu-
nity was given for the Uni-
versity Church and school 
to advertise programs free 
of charge.

Encouraged to move 
forward after receiving 
financial commitments from 
several sources, Forbes and 
Edwards recorded their first 
Families by Design inter-
view. Airing every Sunday 
at 1:30 p.m. on WEUS 810 
AM, the program can also 
be heard via the Internet at 
www.810weus.com. In ad-
dition, LifeTalk Radio will 
soon air the program on 
their network of 104 affili-
ate stations.

—by Daniel Forbes, 
Oliver Edwards

New Radio Program Ministers to Families

Daniel Forbes, Ed.D., left, and Oliver Edwards, Ph.D. interview 
Sandra Doran, Ed.D., Florida Conference associate superinten-
dent of education, about the benefits of Christian education.

The Silver Springs 
Shores Church in Ocala, 
Fla., held Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) in July with 
55 children, ages 3-12, 
enrolled. At each session, 
a different miracle from 
Jesus’ life was presented.

Donations for the 
Vacation Bible School 

program were received 
from Winn Dixie, Albert-
sons, Walmart, Publix, 
Brick City Restaurant, CVS 
Pharmacy, and a Mobil 
gas station.

Two VBS attend- 
ees, Kerinda and Kelly 
Delgado, are now attend-
ing church services.

This year’s VBS was 
special because, when 
it appeared the church 
wouldn’t be able to hold 
one for various reasons, 
several members stepped 
forward in faith. Even 
though the VBS plan-
ners had a late start, the 
miraculous ways of God 

were multiplied in sup-
port of the program.

One of the greatest 
rewards in holding the 
summer program was see-
ing the excitement among 
children in the community 
who had looked forward 
to this annual event.

—by Norma Henry

Local Businesses in Ocala Support Vacation Bible School
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Georgia-Cumberland News

 

Seven hundred seventy-
four lay evangelists met 
at the Atlanta Metropoli-
tan Hispanic Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, Septem-
ber 26-28, with the theme 
“Revolution in the Church.” 
Attendees came with the 
purpose of receiving train-
ing and motivation to share 
the Gospel through evange-
lism in their homes.  

Speakers emphasized 
that participants should 
model their efforts after the 
primitive Church and the 
prophetic Church after 1844. 
In those models, church 
members understood that 
the work of spreading the 
Gospel was a task for all 
believers, and the main 

Hispanic Lay Evangelism Festival 
Revolutionizes Church

purpose of the ministers 
was to train the members 
of the Church to share the 
good news.

The keynote speaker at 
the festival was Russell Bur-
rill, retired director of the 
North American Division 
Evangelism Institute, who 
developed his messages 
based on the principle he 
enunciates in his book, 
Revolution in the Church. 
Humberto Rosales, the 
translator for the meetings, 
came from Puerto Rico.  

Beside Burrill, there 
were nine other seminar 
presenters. The schedule 
allowed each participant 
to attend four of the nine 
seminars. The seminars 

Seven hundred seventy-four lay evangelists attended the Hispanic 
Lay Evangelism Festival held in Atlanta this September.

Russell Burrill (left), keynote speaker at the festival, shared the message as 
Humberto Rosales (right) translated the meetings.
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covered a variety of topics, 
addressing concerns from 
how to successfully conduct 

children’s evan-
gelism to effec-
tive preaching.

Sandra Cath-
erine Molina, 
known as “Taya” 
in the Bolivian 
music world, 
was the special 
guest musician. 
She is a young 
woman who has 
converted to Ad-
ventism. She cur-
rently works for 
the communica-
tion department 
at the Bolivian 
Union office. In 
addition to spe-
cial music and a 

concert, she also presented 
a seminar titled, “Communi-
cation in Evangelism.”

Neftaly Ortiz, Georgia-
Cumberland Conference 
ministerial director for Latin 
American ministries, made 
a call on Sabbath afternoon, 
and those present commit-
ted to allow God to use 
them as His instruments. 
Together with their pastors, 
these lay evangelists aim 
to baptize 1,000 people in 
2009.

Ortiz thanks the His-
panic pastors for their out-
standing work and says that 
the glory goes to God. The 
774 lay ministers returned 
to their churches committed 
to a spiritual revolution.

—BY Neftaly Ortiz 
(translated by nancy ortiz)

Find more Georgia-Cumberland Conference news, 
resources, and information at www.gccsda.com.
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Georgia-Cumberland News

While other parts of the 
Georgia-Cumberland Confer-
ence are dry and brown 
from drought, the Northeast 
Tennessee Church Retreat 
was held in the rain at the 
foot of lush, green moun-
tains. This annual, area camp 
meeting was held at The 
Oaks retreat center in Green-
eville, Tenn., the weekend 
of September 26-27. 

Omar Miranda, a certi-
fied Christian counselor, was 
the main speaker for the 
weekend, themed “Evange-
lism Through the Family.” 
He covered topics such as 
marriage, raising children, 
the dangers the Internet 
poses to families, and men-
toring. 

The messages were well 
received by those in atten-
dance. “I think his topics 
were good, and I think we 
need to take more of his 

suggestions to heart,” 
said Bertha Kingsbury of 
Greeneville.

Carol Haney, also 
from Greeneville, felt 
this year’s theme was 
very relevant, “I work in 
a pediatric office, so the 
things he’s talking about 
are things that I have to 
deal with in the office 
with the way people be-
have with their children. 
I think it’s a good topic 
for the times in which 
we live.”  

Haney enjoys the 
retreat every year, and 
this time extended an invita-
tion to her sister-in-law, 
Lupina Haney, from Col-
legedale. “The scenery was 
fabulous and the conference 
area was wonderful,” shared 
Lupina Haney. “We decided 
this just might be an annual 
event for the Haneys.”

Sabbath afternoon held 
a variety of choices such as 
biking, hiking, a seminar, 
and a gospel jam session. In 
the evening, after Vespers, 
families gathered around the 
outdoor fireplace for stories 
and smores.

Jerry Fore, Conference 

Tennessee Retreat Focuses on Family Evangelism
general vice-president, 
explains why he is cul-
tivating more localized 
gatherings, saying, “We 
have camp meetings 
in the distant areas of 
our Conference so that 
all of our constituents 
have an opportunity 
for fellowship and to 
meet together with 
Conference staff in an 
environment for spiri-
tual growth. So, we 
have expanded from 

Collegedale into four 
different areas where 
we can be more con-

nected as a Conference.
Both the MP3 audio and 

streaming video from the 
weekend can be found on 
the  Conference web page, 
under the “Communication” 
menu.

—BY brian young
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Mitch and Vivian Hazekamp greet people at 
the door at the Northeast Tennessee Church 
Retreat near Greeneville, Tenn.

Camp Treasure is the 
beginning of a new out-
door education program 
at the Josephine Edwards 
Christian School in Ellijay, 
Ga. Del Leeds, principal 
and 5-8 teacher, says they 
are excited to offer outdoor 

education for students in 
grades K-10. “We want small 
schools (25 or less) to come 
for a day or two,” he says.

Camp Treasure consists 
of seven camping sites, 
a 100-seat amphitheater, 
Sanctuary Island, five miles 

of trails, and 36 acres of fun 
— all located directly behind 
the Ellijay school facility. 

Roy Thompson, Ellijay 
church member, says, “It 
is amazing to stand back 
and watch God work. Ellen 
White talks over and over 
about using nature to teach. 
It works on adults, and it 
really works on kids. If we 
had set out to do outdoor 
education, we couldn’t have 
done this, but God made 
it work. God gave us this 
property.”

All Camp Treasure 
projects began in October 
2007 and were able to really 
take off when the school 
received a gift from the late 

Richard McKinney. This 
14-student school has the 
students doing 80 percent of 
the work while four adults 
do the heavy labor.

Jasmine, fifth grade, 
says, “It is really cool that 
we all get to sit outside and 
go down there, and it is just 
really fun for me. It is a very 
good education program 
and a whole lot more fun 
than sitting in a classroom.”

Future plans include a 
creation walk, a slide near 
Billy Goat Mountain, a 
“green” bathroom near the 
camp sites, a boat house, a 
playground, and a low ropes 
course.
—BY Tamara Wolcott Fisher

Edwards’ School Creates Treasure

Del Leeds discusses the Camp Treasure projects with students in 
grades 5-8.

r
e

b
e

cc


a
 b

r
o

o
k

s



 

24       T I D I N G S  •  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 8    

Gulf States News

 

Family and friends of 
World War II hero and 
Medal of Honor recipient 
Desmond T. Doss Sr. gath-
ered Sabbath, August 30, to 
celebrate a portion of High-
way 9 named “Desmond T. 
Doss Memorial Highway” in 
his honor. Doss was living 
in the Piedmont area and 
attending the Piedmont, 
Ala., Church at the time of 
his death in March of 2006.

Doss 
was a 
medic 
in WWII 
who 
refused 
to carry a 
weapon 
because 
of his 
religious 
beliefs. 
It was in 
Okinawa 
where he 
bravely 
saved the 
lives of 
more than 
75 fellow 
soldiers. 

On May 5, 1945, while un-
der heavy Japanese fire, he 
lowered his injured com-
rades over a 400-foot cliff 
to safety. President Harry 
S. Truman awarded Doss 
the Medal of Honor, telling 
Doss, “This is a greater 
honor than being President 
of the United States.” Doss 
was the first non-combatant 
to ever receive the Medal 
of Honor.

During the church 
service, State of Alabama 
Representative Richard 
Lindsey, and Cherokee 
County Commissioner Lori 
Owens presented the Reso-
lution, signed by Governor 
Bob Riley, to Doss’ wife, 
Francis.

Rick Blythe, pastor of 
Piedmont Church, opened 
the service by saying, 
“His legacy continues. He 
continues to be a witness.” 
Blythe also honored the 
many veterans who were 
present at the service by 
having them stand. Among 
them was Clifford Eads, 
WWII prisoner of war. 
Blythe himself is a Navy 
veteran.

Owens stated that 
when she met Blythe in 
March of 2007, he asked 
her about the possibil-
ity of naming a portion of 
Highway 9 in recognition of 
Doss. Commissioner Owens 
was deeply moved by Doss’ 
heroic actions and asked 
for the help of her cousin, 
Representative Lindsey, to 
put this into effect.

When making the pre-
sentation of the resolution, 
Representative Lindsey 
said, “I have missed some-
thing in life by not know-
ing Doss personally. It is an 
honor to serve our country, 
and an even greater one 
when able to perform hon-
orable deeds such as Doss 
did.”

Later in the service 
when Sid Argo, an Army 
and Air Force veteran and 
member of the Piedmont 
congregation, gave the 
prayer, he gave thanks to 
God for leading him to 
the church. He had seen 
an article about Doss five 
years ago in the Anniston 
Star Newspaper and has 
attended the church ever 
since.

Don Shelton, Confer-
ence ministerial director, 
was the guest speaker for 
the worship hour. He chal-
lenged the congregation to 
live the Word in their own 
lives, as Doss did in his.

—BY REBECCA GRICE

Approximately half 
of the Conference pastors 
voluntarily met at Camp Ala-
misco to prepare themselves 
for the upcoming year of 
pastoral and lay evangelism. 

Alan Parker, associate 
professor from the School of 
Religion at Southern Adven-
tist University, and Ralph 
Ringer, Southern Union 
Conference evangelism 
coordinator, were the key 

presenters for this seminar. 
The pastors also re-

ceived hands-on training to 
manage the new presenta-
tion synchronizer which can 
be utilized with both Share-
Him meetings (designed es-
pecially to involve the laity) 
and the newer Revelation of 
Hope series.

The Revelation of 
Hope series was designed 
by Mark Finley for use by 

Pastors Prepare for 2009 Year of Evangelism
pastors during 2009 — the 
North American Division 
Year of Pastoral Evangelism. 
The focus of the Church’s 
mission is to add 100,000 
new baptized members to 
the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in North America. 

The faith goal of the 
Gulf States Conference is 
1,500 new baptisms.

—BY LESLIE LOUIS

Desmond T. Doss Memorial Highway 

A portion of State Highway Nine, which runs in 
front of Piedmont Church, has been named in 
honor of Desmond T. Doss.

Ralph Ringer (pictured) and 
Alan Parker were the presenters.
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Gulf States News

Mildred and Merle Landis 
celebrated 60 years of mar-
riage on September 2, 2008.  
A reception was given in 
their honor on September 7, 
by their daughters, Sherrie 

Landis and 
Merlene Pitt. 
Landis began 
his denomi-
national 
employment, 
which lasted 
more than 
41 years, as 
a teacher 
at  Oak Park 
Academy 
in Nevada, 
Iowa. 

He was 
a teacher and dean of men 
at Highland Academy in 
Portland, Tenn., for whom 
the boys’ dorm, Landis Hall, 
is named. 

The Fort Walton Beach, 
Fla., Church has initiated a 
youth and children’s Sab-
bath once per quarter. On 
August 23, 2008, Rachel 
Velez, 20, young adult gave 

the Sabbath morn-
ing worship service. 
Using the Truth for 
Youth Children’s 
Power Point evange-
lism program, Velez 
preached, using 
graphics, to about 
120 people.  

The sermon 
on the prophecy of 
Daniel 2 and the 
great image was a hit 
among parents and 
children. The children 
were invited to come 
forward with their 
parents and sit at the 
front of the church.  
Velez preached with 
eloquence and excite-
ment, and the chil-

dren were captivated. 
During the sermon, 

everyone at church memo-
rized the theme text. The 
children caught on very 

quickly and were excited at 
how easy the verses were 
memorized.  At the end of 
the sermon, a craft sheet of 
Daniel’s image, was given 
to each of the children to 
take home and assemble.  

Later, as Velez was 
greeting the members, one 
member commented to her 
that she did a great job.  
Velez responded, “If I can 
do it, then I know YOU 
can do it, too!”  

 The congregational 
support of the youth 
preachers is phenomenal. 
They get a rousing ap-
plause when they are done. 
Their support encour-
ages the youth to continue 
sharing their faith in Jesus 
wherever they go. 

The youth speakers are 
preparing now for an up-
coming ShareHim series.

—BY REBECCA GRICE

Youth Prepare for ShareHim 

 During their ministry, he 
served as a pastor-evangelist 
in the Kentucky-Tennessee 
Conference, and a depart-
mental director in various 
departments in the Wyoming 
and the Iowa-Missouri con-
ferences. During his career 
he built five churches and 
remodeled several others. 

 He served as a pastor 
in the Gulf States Confer-
ence at the Huntsville, Ala., 
Central Church for 14 years, 
and retired in 1995. While in 
Huntsville, he also served as 
a Chaplain in the Civil Air 
Patrol for nine years, retir-
ing as a major. 

—BY MERLENE PITTS

60th Wedding Anniversary Celebrated

Rachel Velez is one of the young 
adults who is preparing for an up-
coming ShareHim series.

In September, 25 pas-
tors and members met at 
Camp Alamisco to receive 
training by Steven Willsey, 
D.Min., the national crisis 
response coordinator for 
the North American Divi-
sion. 

The seminar included 
a syllabus packed with 
valuable resources. Partici-
pants actively role-played 
the intervention pro-
cess in a variety of crisis 
situations. Topics covered 
included the develop-
ment of listening skills 
and crisis communication 
techniques. Dealing with 
mental health interven-
tions and mechanisms of 
action in crisis intervention 
were also part of the 13-
hour training certification. 
The goal in all facets of 
disaster relief work is to 
exemplify the compassion 
of Jesus. 

Ray Elsberry, Confer-
ence director for disas-
ter response, made the 
arrangements for this 
valuable training seminar. 
Plans are underway to 
invite Willsey to meet with 
all Conference pastors at 
a future date for similar 
training.

—BY LESLIE LOUIS

Crisis 
Intervention 

Steve Willsey, D.Min.
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Kentucky-Tennessee News

 

Bob Sutherland was 
born in Madison, Tenn., 
May 6, 1926, at Madison 
Sanitarium. He was the 
grandson of  E. A. Suther-
land, co-founder of Madi-
son College.  Bob attended 
Madison Academy, then 
later served in the U.S. Air 
Force.

Bob loved Madison 
College and was active 
in the alumni association. 
He diligently sent out the 
alumni newsletter, compil-
ing the extensive mailing 
list and doing the writing 
and the entire layout even 
after retirement. He taught 
himself to use the comput-
er and kept up to date with 
technology to keep abreast 
of events in the world as 
well as for productivity.

As a health profession-
al, Bob was highly respect-
ed. He was a surgical regis-

tered nurse and worked at 
Memorial Hospital in Nash-
ville. The greatest rewards 
to him were the personal 

testimonies he received 
from colleagues and family 
members about his spiritual 
influence in their lives. For 
many years he delivered 
fruit orders to employees 
of Memorial Hospital in 

Robert Sutherland Remembered
Nashville as a fund raiser 
for Greater Nashville Junior 
Academy. To this day, he 
is remembered by many as 

the “fruit man” 
at the hospital. 
 Bob loved 
life, his family, 
people, and he 
loved the Lord. 
His interests 
were varied. 
He had a state-
of-the-art dairy 
he operated 
next door to his 
home, to make 
sure his chil-
dren had the 
opportunity for 
Christian educa-

tion. He had a large library 
in his home and read 
extensively. He enjoyed 
searching the Internet. 
 Bob was a member of 
the Boulevard Church in 

Madison, Tenn., and served 
in numerous capacities. He 
loved music and was active 
in the church choir. He 
served on the administra-
tive boards of a number of 
self-supporting institutions, 
and actively supported ASI.  

He passed away 
Monday, August 25, 2007, 
at his home in Goodletts-
ville, Tenn., surrounded 
by members of his family, 
including Stella, his wife 
of 63 years, whom he met 
at Madison College. Other 
survivors include brothers 
and sisters Shaen, Duke, 
Donna Shell, Angie Fucia, 
and Danny; daughter Clau-
dia; son Michael; and three 
grandchildren.

Funeral services were 
at the Boulevard Church 
with burial at Forest Lawn 
Cemetery in Goodlettsville.

Bob Sutherland stands by a portrait of his 
grandfather, E. A. Sutherland, in the Madi-
son College Alumni Office.

To discover 
the joy of service 
firsthand, formal 
classes were can-
celled September 5, 
at Highland Acad-
emy so students and 
staff could help with 
projects around the 
community. Student 
volunteers carried 
boxes and sorted 
clothes at a commu-
nity service center, 
dug flower beds for 
an assisted living 
center, straightened 
books and put up new 
bulletin boards for the local 
public library, baked cup-

cakes for teachers, handed 
out flyers, picked up trash, 
and cleared trails. No one 

seemed to mind 
the inclement 
weather.

“I was 
impressed with 
the students’ 
attitudes about 
service. Even 
though it 
rained, they 
didn’t let 
the weather 
dampen their 
spirits. They 
were eager to 
get involved in 
the community,” 

explains Jifer Proctor, who 
organized the event.

 Highland Academy 

believes that “The Lord 
has appointed the youth 
to be His helping hand.” 
Testimonies, Vol. 7, p. 64. 
The community service day 
helped students understand 
that they are, as Highland’s 
theme for the year says, the 
“Hands of the Almighty.” 

“I love doing commu-
nity service because of the 
satisfaction you feel when 
you help someone.  The 
world is pretty dark right 
now, and it’s good to see 
a smile from someone you 
help,” says Joshua Gaskill, a 
junior at Highland Academy.

—BY KAREN SCHIMP

Highland students Joshua Ley, Holly Keener, Chris 
Evia, and Manuel Corcino sort boxes and clothing 
at a community service center in Portland, Tenn.

Highland Students Serve Portland Community
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After a tornado ripped 
through the Lafayette, 
Tenn., area early this year, 
members of the Oasis Life 
Development Center 
determined to be 
prepared if a disaster 
ever happened again. 
In early June, nearly 
25 Oasis members 
became Red Cross 
volunteers, certified 
to help in an emer-
gency.  Oasis is a 
Seventh-day Adven-
tist company orga-
nized earlier this year 
in Portland, Tenn.

Just three months 
later, the call came 
that help was desper-
ately needed to operate 
local Red Cross shelters 
for evacuees from New 

Orleans escaping Hurricane 
Gustav.   Several members 
from the Oasis Life Devel-
opment Center volunteered 

to help in a Red Cross 
shelter outside of Nashville 
that was offering shelter to 
131 evacuees. These fami-

lies had left their homes 
behind, bringing very little 
with them. Many of them 
had lost their homes and 

personal belong-
ings when Hurricane 
Katrina hit their city 
three years ago, so 
the first couple of 
days were filled with 
anxiety as to what 
might happen this 
time. 

“Our work in 
the shelter primarily 
consisted of serving 
meals, maintaining a 
clean environment, 
and providing basic 
needed items such as 

toiletries and clean clothes. 
More importantly, volun-
teers listened to concerns 
for their families and 

Oasis Members Put Training to Use

Michele Ley (left), Michael Smith, Leslie Smith, 
and Donna Edmondson, members of the Red 
Cross and the Oasis Life Development Center, 
serve supper to the New Orleans evacuees at a 
Red Cross shelter in Lebanon, Tenn.

homes,” shares Michele 
Ley, Red Cross volunteer 
and a member of Oasis.

The evacuees were 
very appreciative to all 
who volunteered and 
willingly gave their time 
to help someone they did 
not know but was in need. 
They were more than will-
ing to pitch in and help in 
any way they could at the 
shelter to keep things run-
ning smoothly. 

If you ask the Oasis 
volunteers, they believe 
they received the greater 
blessing, knowing that Je-
sus said, “Inasmuch as you 
did it to one of the least of 
these My brethren, you did 
it to Me” Matthew 25:40.

—BY KAREN SCHIMP

Don Morgan, Ph.D., 
recently received a Distin-
guished Research Award 
from Middle 
Tennessee 
State University 
(MTSU).  Since 
coming to 
MTSU in 2004, 
he has focused 
his attention on 
helping children 
with cerebral 
palsy become 
more mobile 
and physi-
cally fit.  His 
research in this 
area has been funded by 
the National Institutes of 
Health ($310,000) and he 
has received a fair amount 
of media coverage for this 

project.
In addition, he just 

received $335,000 from 
the Centers for Disease 

Control and Pre-
vention to create 
a Center for 
Physical Activ-
ity and Health in 
Youth.  The over-
all emphasis of 
this center will 
be to support 
efforts to pro-
mote physical ac-
tivity among Ten-
nessee youth.

Morgan also 
has a health ministry that 
highlights the physical and 
spiritual dimensions of 
maintaining an active life-
style.  During the past two 

years, he has spoken at 
camp meetings, pastors’ re-
treats, and family camps in 
Washington and Michigan, 
and he is scheduled to 
speak at the Arizona camp 

meeting next year. He has 
tried not only to conduct 
research and teach students 
about exercise and health 
at MTSU, but he has also 
tried to convey the impor-
tance of regular physical 
activity to Church and non-
Church members alike.

Morgan is a member 
of the Madison Campus 
Church in Madison, Tenn., 
and is professor in the 
Department of Health and 
Human Performance, and 
director of the Center for 
Physical Activity and Health 
in Youth at Middle Ten-
nessee State University 
(MTSU).  He has a Ph.D. 
degree in exercise science.

Member Recognized for Research

Don Morgan Morgan with patient
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Academy Youth Lands Internship 
with City of Birmingham

Alexander “Cody” 
Miller, son of Alfred Miller 
II, South Central evangelist, 
and Anya Miller, interned as 
a teen comic strip artist this 
past summer in Birming-
ham, Ala. His parents and 
the school system are proud 
of what the Lord is doing in 
Cody’s life.

He attends Ephesus 
Adventist Academy in Bir-
mingham, and was offered 
this internship with the 
city through his principal, 
Mason West. This occurred 
during the second semes-
ter of his junior year. He 
worked as an intern in the 
Mayor’s Office – Division 
of Youth Services (DYS), 
answering phones and do-
ing paperwork. On the last 
day of his internship, Cody 
asked the DYS executive 
director, Cedric Sparks Sr., 
if he knew anyone who 
could publish his drawings. 
Cody enjoys doing cartoon 
art — an ability inspired 
and cultivated by his mom. 
Sparks was impressed by 
Cody’s artistic ability and of-
fered him a job at DYS the 
following summer. His job 
was to develop four comic 
strips targeted toward city 
youth.

As a result, Cody dili-
gently worked to develop 
these comic strips. He 
named the series, ‘The 
Youth Defender.’ Cody 
explained, “The comic strip 
series is about a 16-year-
old named A.J. who interns 
at the Division of Youth 
Services.” DYS featured 

Cody’s work in 
an article of its 
Spring/Summer 
Youth First news-
letter. The ar-
ticle is titled, “For 
Youth by Youth 
[FYBY], Youth 
Defender Comic 
Series” and is 
reprinted here by 
permission of the 
City of Birming-
ham’s Division of 
Youth Services: 

“Teen artist, 
Alexander ‘Cody’ 
Miller is DYS’ 
first FYBY intern. 
Cody’s vision was 
to create a publi-
cation that would 
be a fun read 
for youth, while 
encouraging them 
to tap into their 
unique abilities to 
serve the City of Birming-
ham. His Youth Defender 
Comic Series features a 
young man named A. J. 
who, through an unusual 
turn of events while intern-
ing at DYS, discovers he 
has a super hero alter ego. 
A. J. also receives advice 
from a super hero from 
the past, who turns out to 
be Mayor Larry Langford. 
Through four special edi-
tions, the Youth Defender 
will use his powers to up-
hold good, while battling 
forces that hinder growth 
for him and his peers.” –by 
Beverly Meadows, DYS 
Public Information Of-
fice, City of Birmingham’s 

Division of Youth Services, 
Birmingham, Alabama.

Cody is grateful to his 
parents for all their en-
couragement. He is espe-
cially grateful to his mother, 
Anya. When he was a 
young child, his mother 
would draw pictures of 
people, and Cody success-
fully intimated her draw-
ings. He started drawing at 
age seven. In tribute to her, 
Cody has drawn a poster 
that reads, “World’s Greatest 
Mom.” This poster is found 
in all four comic strips he 
has developed. This is his 
way of thanking his mother 
for always believing in 
him. Drawing is a passion 
he also shares in common 

with his older 
brother, Alfred 
Miller III.  

Cody, now 
a high school 
senior, and 
member of the 
newly opened 
East Birming-
ham Church, 
plans to study 
graphic design. 
He wants to 
have his own 
comic book 
company. He 
plans to draw 
Christian strips 
that encourage 
youth and others 
as well. Cody’s 
father stated, “I 
am very proud 
of my son’s 
accomplish-
ment. The Lord 
has opened 

many doors for him be-
cause he has been faithful 
and determined to use his 
gift to honor Him and do 
something positive for the 
community.” 

The City of Birming-
ham, Mayor Larry Langford’s 
Office, Division of Youth 
Services (DYS) created 
the “For Youth - By Youth 
(FYBY) Initiative” to give 
local youth a chance to turn 
their innovative dreams into 
tangible realities. All four 
of Cody’s comic strips are 
available at all the public 
libraries in Birmingham in 
Jefferson County, and on-
line at www.youthfirst.com.

—By Deborah Truitt

DYS launches Youth Defender comic series, created by 
teen artist Alexander “Cody” Miller, hired through the 
DYS FYBY Initiative.
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Jammin’ for Jesus 
Youth Choir (JJYC) of New 
Life Church in Louisville, 
Ky., celebrated its one-year 
anniversary on Sabbath, 
September 6, with the 
theme, “It’s Time to Bless 
His Name.” The exciting 
celebration began with a 
delicious breakfast and 
Sabbath School, followed 
by morning worship ser-
vice led by the choir. After 
a filling Mexican-themed 
lunch, choir members 
enjoyed an educational 
music workshop con-
ducted by Corey Gaines, 
pastor of Canaan Christian 
Church. The day’s events 
culminated with a dynamic 
concert featuring JJYC and 
special guest Designed by 

Duke University Honors 
Franklin County Seventh Grader

Recently, Ken Ephraim 
Gammada and some of the 
most academically talented 
seventh graders in the 
United States were recog-
nized for their exceptional 
scores on the ACT or SAT 
sponsored by the Duke 
University Talent Identifica-
tion Program (Duke TIP), 
according to Duke Univer-
sity news released in April 
2008.

Ken, a Franklin County 
resident since 1995, was 
honored in May at the State 
Recognition Ceremony, 
held on the campus of 
Vanderbilt University, for 
his accomplishments in the 
ACT taken in February of 
this year. He earned scores 

equal to or better than half 
the college-bound seniors 
who took the test.

“The TIP Recognition 
Ceremonies are inspir-
ing events,” said Martha 
Putallaz, Ph.D., executive 
director of Duke TIP and 
professor of psychology at 
Duke University. “It is rare 
that so many gifted students 
can come together to be 
honored for their achieve-
ments and encouraged by 
their intellectual peers. The 
honorees have proven, at 
this young age, their capac-
ity for great things. We 
hope they consider their 
achievement to be an invita-
tion to pursue an ambitious 
path in life.”

Ken is the first child 
of Ephraim and Elizabeth 
Gammada of Decherd, 
Tenn. He was educated 
at home by his mother 
through sixth grade. He 
belongs to the Seventh-
day Adventist Church and 
renders his 
talent by 
playing the 
piano every 
Sabbath dur-
ing church 
services. He 
visits and 
provides 
music to 
the senior 
citizens at 
the Golden 
Living 

Center-Mountain View 
every fourth Sabbath. He 
is a rising eighth grader at 
Webb School and hopes to 
play the violin and piano in 
the school’s string orchestra, 
and will join the middle 
school basketball team. His 

other siblings 
are Leilani and 
Lattani, who are 
both home-
schooled.

Reprinted 
with permission 
from The Herald-
Chronicle.

—By Antoine 
Maycock

Ken Ephraim Gammada is 
a member of First Church 
in Decherd, Tenn.

JJYC Celebrates First Anniversary
God, New Life’s women’s 
ensemble.

 JJYC debuted at New 
Life on Sabbath, Septem-
ber 8, 2007. The choir, led 
by Mellanie Hunter, found-
ing director, originated as 
a mass choir of school-
aged youth. A few months 
after the group’s inception, 
JJYC was subdivided into 
a younger children’s choir 
and an older youth choir, 
allowing for greater musi-
cal diversity and expres-
sion.

The ultimate focus of 
JJYC’s ministry is to spread 
God’s end-time message 
in the language of music, 
which transcends cultural, 
age, religious, and social 
factors. Their energetic, 

spirit-filled musical de-
livery is a regular fixture 
at New Life, although 
the choir’s ministry has 
extended outside the 
church’s walls to local 
community events, nursing 
homes, and other church-

es. The choir’s extensive 
repertoire includes tradi-
tional gospel, praise and 
worship, contemporary 
gospel, Negro spirituals, 
contemporary Christian, 
and a capella music.

—By Mellanie Hunter

Pictured are choir members Celene Izean (left), Amanda Valen-
tine, Jasmine Warnell, Paul Turner, Mellanie Hunter, Marquese 
Carter, Darnetta Izean, Mia Hunter, Amanda Franklin, and 
Carmene Izean.
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gathered to celebrate her life 
even as they missed her, to 
be open to healing even as 
they cherished memories, to 
let go of anger and revenge 
and instead entertain the 
idea that even as her life had 
purpose, so did her death. 

He suggested that this 
little life, in its ending, 
could draw many closer to 
the God of Heaven.

The media, having 
followed the story since 
its beginning, was there 
at the final goodbye, and 
the event was covered 
by several media houses, 
including Channel 7 and 
Channel  10 and The Miami 
Herald and The Sun-Sentine 
lnewspapers.

The church is grateful 
for having been given the 
opportunity to aid in alle-
viating the family’s stress at 

such a time. They are grate-
ful for the members who 
willingly attended, worked 
as ushers, and participated 
in the program.

On the following Mon-
day, Taylor and a member 
of the church visited the 
family home carrying a 
package containing a com-
memorative Bible; copies 
of Steps to Christ, Bible 
Answers, and Keys to Hap-
piness; and an invitation to 
the upcoming evangelistic 
meetings at the church, 
hoping to lift the spirits of 
the family members. 

They instead found 
their own spirits lifted and 
their minds again pointed 
to the awesomeness of God 
as the mother, now hav-
ing to face the loss of her 
only child, stated firmly and 
without hesitation that she 
would be in church. 

“We were all filled 
with  amazement as not 
only Benita, but her cousin, 
Judith, celebrated the very 
next Sabbath with us,” 
stated a member of the 
Morning Star Church. 

Weeks later people are 
still speaking about the kind 
deed done by the Morning 
Star Church.  

 “Out of something sad, 
our church family has made 
friends with the commu-
nity,” said Taylor. He also 
added, “ We were happy to 
be the hands of Jesus com-
forting the community in its 
time of grieving.”

—BY ANAKAYE FAGAN 

The young life of 
Veronica “Vovo” April Ford 
ended in a hit-and-run 
accident which occurred 
outside her home in Sun-
rise, Fla., on Friday, April 4, 
2008.

A member of the 
Sunrise Police Department 
called Winston Taylor, 
pastor of the Morning Star 
Church in Sunrise, and told 
him about the tragic ac-
cident. 

The news touched the 
heart of the community and 
prompted the church to 
reach out to the bereaved 
family. 

Taylor; Darnett Black-
wood, first elder; and 
Anakaye Fagan, communi-
cations director; visited the 
family’s home the follow-
ing Wednesday, bearing a 
gift and words of comfort 
for the grieving hearts, but 
found no one home. 

They returned later that 
day and met several fam-
ily members. At that very 
hour, Benita Desir, Vovo’s 
mother, was sitting at the 
funeral home attempting to 
arrange the funeral service 
for her young daughter, to 
be held on Saturday, April 
12, 2008. 

Realizing that a pastor 
was in their home, family 
members called Desir who 
asked Taylor if he would 
be willing to officiate at the 
funeral service. 

It is not traditional for 
such services to be held on 
the Sabbath in the Seventh-
day Adventist Church.  Tay-
lor turned to Willie Taylor, 

former president of the 
Southeastern Conference, 
during the time of ordeal 
for advice.  He shared with 
Taylor, “The Church has 
failed if it fails to reach out 
to and evangelize the com-
munity. “

At the funeral home the 
reality of the situation came 
into focus as photographs 
of Vovo were passed 
around. Grief was stamped 
on the faces of all present. 
However, the program was 
finalized and the venue was 
set for the Morning Star 
Church.

It was, as was expected, 
an extremely sad affair in 
which family members were 
unable to carry out their 
roles in the service due to 
overwhelming emotions. 

Taylor, however, urged 
the family and all those 

Morning Star Serves Family During  
Difficult Ordeal

Winston Taylor’s acts of kindness during a family tragedy 
brought relief.
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On September 28, 
Patrick Vincent resigned as 
the executive secretary of the 
Southeastern Conference, a 
post he was appointed to 
during the ninth Conference 
Constituency, held on April 
24, 2008.  

During his brief tenure 
as executive secretary, 
Vincent established himself 
as an integral part of the 
Conference’s administrative 
body. 

“My decision to step 
down was a difficult one,” 
stated Vincent, who holds a 
doctorate in preaching and 
worship from Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville, Tenn. 
He added that his passion 

for evangelism and pastoral 
ministry was just too great. 
It was that passion that led 
him to make the decision to 
return to the pulpit.  

Vincent will continue to 
serve the Conference as the 
chairman of the Conference 

building committee, and as 
a member of the evangelism 
committee. Vincent will 
return to pastor the Mt. 
Calvary Church in Tampa, 
Fla.

After accepting Vincent’s 
resignation, the Conference’s 
executive committee 
appointed Gregory Mack to 
replace Vincent.  

Mack is a native of 
Miami, Fla. He holds a 
bachelor of arts in theology 
from Oakwood University in 
Huntsville, Ala., and master 
of divinity from Andrews 
University Theological 
Seminary in Berrien Springs, 
Mich. Mack has ministered in 
several areas in Southeastern.   

Mack is married to the 
former Jean Johnson and 
they have two sons, Clint and 
Darren.  

He has been a pastor 
for more than 24 years,  and 
leaves his recent assignment 
from Ephesus  West Palm 
Beach, which he has 
pastored for more than 
eight years, to become the  
seventh executive secretary 
of Southeastern Conference.

When asked about the 
appointment, Mack said, “I 
am deeply humbled to serve 
God and the constituents of 
the Southeastern Conference 
in this capacity.”

 —BY ROBERT HENLEY

Gregory Mack Tapped as Executive Secretary  

Conference Committee Reassigns Pastors
It is a policy of the 

Seventh-day Adventist 
Church to periodically move 
its pastors.  

 “No two pastors lead 
in the same way. Each 
has been gifted by God 

with different talents. By 
moving pastors the church 
has the opportunity to 
benefit from the various 
skills sets of each pastor.  
Thus, over time the church 
develops into a well-

rounded institution,”  states 
Milton Sterling, Conference 
ministerial director.  

He added, “Pastors also 
benefit from the moves by 
learning how to lead in 
different environments. “  

The Southeastern 
Conference Executive 
Committee recently voted 
to reassign pastors. Listed 
below are the recent moves.

—BY ROBERT HENLEY

Gregory Mack

 Church	 Pastor	 Church  Pastor
 Ephesus - West Palm Beach	 Claude Matthews	 Rays of Light - Ft. Lauderdale Winston Taylor

 Ephesus - Jacksonville		M  aranatha - Tallahassee
 Breath of Life - Jacksonville	 Sherwin Callwood	M t. Olive - Quincy Willie L. Taylor

 New Hope - Ft. Lauderdale		M  t. Sinai - Sarasota
 Pines - Pembroke Pines	 Jonathan McCottry	M t. Gilead - Bradenton Everis Clarke

 Lebanon - Miami		  Progress Village - Tampa
 Alpha Agape - Miami	 Leonard Newton	 Westside - Tampa Dolphy Cross

 North Orlando	 Tony Taylor	 Emmanuel Spanish - Tampa Alejandro Morgado

 Mars Hill - Sanford	 Carl Ware	 Pilgrim Spanish - Hialeah Raul Cruz

 Northside - Miami	 T. A. McNealy	 Boca Raton - Spanish  Josue Parker

 Mt. Olivet - Ft. Lauderdale	 Brent Walden	 Sheeler Oaks - Apopka Juan Gonzalez

 Patmos Chapel - Winter Park	 Samuel Dade	 Frostproof - Spanish  Pablo Soler

 Tabernacle - Miami	 Olinto Groce	 Genesis - Spanish Daniel Olacirregui

 Mt. Sinai - Orlando	 Herman Davis
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Social Work Students Learn Strategies 
for Effective Intervention

On Friday, October 
3, 2008, the Oakwood 
University Social Work 
Department co-hosted 
the third annual Social 
Justice Retreat with the 
University of Chattanooga 
in Tennessee.  The event 
provided social work 
students and professional 
social workers with an 
opportunity to learn more 

about contemporary social 
and economic injustices, 
as well as human rights 
violations taking place lo-
cally, nationally, and in the 
international arena.  The 
event included global pre-
sentations, peer interviews, 
testimonies, a historical 
human rights presentation, 
a disparity walk, a campus 
march on poverty, action 

groups, and 
strategic plan-
ning.  More than 
250 social work 
students and 
faculty attended 
from six social 
work programs 
in Alabama and 
Tennessee.

Following 
the conclusion 
of the retreat, 
31 students and 
faculty traveled 
to Southern 
Adventist Uni-
versity in Col-
legedale, Tenn., 
where they 
spent Friday through Sab-
bath evening with social 
work students and faculty 
from Southern. The event, 
sponsored by the Southern 
Union Conference, was 
the outcome of last year’s 
Diversity 
Education Ex-
change Pro-
gram (DEEP) 
co-authored 
by Delbert 
Baker, presi-
dent of Oak-
wood Uni-
versity, and 
Gordon Bi-
etz, president 
of Southern 
Adventist 
University. 
The week-
end activity 
focused on 
some of the 
challenges 
within the 

Adventist Church from the 
perspective of college stu-
dents. It also emphasized 
the importance of develop-
ing methods of effectively 
utilizing Christian social 
workers as a part of the 
Church ministries team.

—By George Ashley, Ph.D.

Social work students Phaedra (left), Stephrene (second from left), 
and Nathan (right) display their placard with their new social 
work friends, Amber (center) and Brittany (second from right), 
from the University of Chattanooga at the Social Justice March.

Students take the opportunity to share their 
perspectives on the challenges within the 
Adventist Church. Lorraine Frye (center) 
from Oakwood’s Social Work Department 
listens intently.

Oakwood and Southern social work students joined in prayer 
groups at the Friday evening outdoor worship service on the cam-
pus of Southern Adventist University.

Students were matched with another student 
from the other institution for the weekend.  
Desiree (left), from Oakwood University, part-
nered with Brittany, from Southern Adventist 
University.
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“Enrollment has 
increased over the past de-

Southern Sees Continued Growth
For the ninth consecu-

tive year, Southern Adven-
tist University’s enrollment 
numbers broke records at 
fall registration. Southern 
opened its doors to 2,777 
students for the 2008-2009 
academic year — 137 stu-
dents more than fall 2007. 
This marks Southern’s 13th 
successive year of continu-
ous growth.

Southern’s uninterrupt-
ed growth can also be seen 

in the expanding campus 
facilities, including the 
new Hulsey Wellness 
Center and Florida Hospi-
tal Hall, the new nursing 
building. 

This year, undergrad-
uate enrollment is up by 
97 and graduate enroll-
ment is up by 40 stu-
dents. In addition to total 
headcount, the number 
of full-time equivalents is 
up 69 overall.

With the support of an 
anonymous donor, South-
ern Adventist University’s 
Social Work and Family 
Studies Department began 
the ASSIST (Academy 
Student Serve Initiative 
Stipend/Tuition) program, 
which connects academy 
students with older adults 
who need help in their 
homes, nursing home, or 

Computer Program Receives ABET Accreditation

assisted living centers.
Students help residents 

with household chores or 
other day-to-day activities 
while receiving monetary 
aid from ASSIST. The focus 
is not only on the work as-
pect, though. Students and 
residents also build strong 
relationships that encour-
age each other through 
their daily lives.

Southern Adventist  
University’s bachelor’s 
degree program in com-
puter science recently 
became the first and only 
computer science program 
within the Adventist higher 
education system to be ac-
credited by the Computing 
Accreditation Commission 
of ABET, Inc., the recog-
nized accreditor of college 
and university programs in 
applied science, comput-
ing, engineering, and tech-
nology. The internationally 
recognized accreditation 
demonstrates that  

cade by more than 1,000 
students, allowing the 
University to expand its 
curriculum, its facilities, 
and its faculty and staff,” 
says Vinita Sauder, vice 
president for marketing 
and enrollment services. 
“Students are choosing 
Southern because of our 
high-quality living-learn-
ing environment.”

—BY NatalIa LopEz-
ThismOn

“Every morning some 
of our residents are wait-
ing at the door anticipating 
the students’ arrival,” says 
Cindy Talley, administra-
tor of Calhoun Health Care 
Center. “Upon entering our 
building, the students greet 
the residents with hugs 
and smiles. This slight 
action is very valuable to 
nursing home residents.”

Southern’s computing pro-
gram meets quality stan-
dards formulated by the 
computing profession in 
conjunction with a number 
of technical societies.

Accreditation was a 
voluntary, peer-review 
process during which 
the computing program 
underwent comprehensive, 
periodic evaluations con-
ducted by teams of volun-
teer professionals working 
in industry, government, 
academia, and private 
practice in the field of 
computing. These evalua-

ASSIST operates entire-
ly on donated funds — 80 
percent by an anonymous 
donor and 20 percent 
that schools raise through 
community fundraisers. If 
you would like to make a 
donation to ASSIST, call  
1.800.SOUTHERN.

—BY Suzanne Ocsai

School of Computing Dean Rich-
ard Halterman demonstrates 
how a milling machine is used to 
fabricate custom circuit boards. 

Southern has seen a steady increase 
of student enrollment during the past 
13 years.

Academy Students ASSIST the Elderly

tions focused on, among 
other things, the program’s 
curricula, faculty, facilities, 
and institutional support.

“The message this ac-
creditation sends to current 
students, potential students, 
parents, employers, and 
postgraduate institutions is 
clear,” says Richard Halter-
man, dean of Southern’s 
School of Computing. 
“Southern Adventist Uni-
versity is committed to pro-
viding a quality academic 
experience and life prepa-
ration for its students.”

—BY Lori Futcher
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Seventeen-year-old Megan Mays 
began to share with her friend,  
Samantha Chang, the burden on  
her heart for the Roma children  
of Albania. 
While home 
on furlough 
in Umatilla, 
Fla., with 
her Frontier 
Mission par-
ents, Sean 
and Brenda 
Mays, and 
Moriah,  
her sister,  
Megan 
painted a 
word pic-
ture to her 
friend of the 
desperate 
transportation need for 35 children 
who walk more than a mile to school 
even in cold and rainy weather.

The Roma people are gypsies 
and have become outcasts in their 
society. Living conditions are poor, 
and there is very little food available. 
Megan and her sister, Moriah, previ-
ously raised money to start a school 
for the children.

Megan and Samantha began to 
plan and implement their ideas for 
a dinner concert to raise funds for 
school transportation for the chil-
dren. The Chang family graciously 
opened their home for the event, and 
the director of the Umatilla Youth 
Orchestra, Ray Ducay, was contacted 
to provide the concert. This church-
based group is made up of eight 

young people whose parents helped 
prepare the Asian meal served during 
the first half of the concert.

What began as an idea between 
two friends materialized into an en-
joyable evening of good food, fellow-
ship, and music for 70 church mem-
bers. Megan’s presentation about the 
Roma children and their needs raised 
$4,000 for this worthwhile project.

Florida Feature

BY GERI BOWER

Youth Raise Funds 
For Albanian 

Gypsy Children

Megan Mays (above and 
right, top) and her sister, 
Moriah, feel that God 
has placed the Roma 
children of Albania on 
their hearts.

The Umatilla Youth Orchestra performed a dinner concert which raised $4,000 to benefit gypsy children in Albania. Pictured are: 
Samantha Chang (left), Heather Markham, Nathalie Jimenez, Nathaniel Schwersinske, and Quinlan Leach.
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The phone call from Michigan 
came one day in late April. Sherry told 
me her sister, Beverly, was coming to 
Nashville to the Magdalene House – a 
place for women in drug addiction 
and prostitution. She needed someone 
to pick her sister up and take her to 
church.

I readily agreed to make the 
proper arrangements with Magdalene 
House. Because of various circum-
stances, including a death in the fam-
ily, Beverly was not able to come to 
church until the first weekend of camp 
meeting.

I knew immediately when we met 
that we would become great friends. 
She was a bubbly, friendly woman, 
who was very open about her cir-
cumstances and sincere in her quest 
for a new life. As we drove to camp 
meeting that day, she shared her story 
with me.

Beverly was not a Seventh-day 
Adventist, but had been exposed to 
the Church through her sister. She 
grew up with an alcoholic father with 
no Christian background of any sig-
nificance. Beverly became addicted to 
drugs at the age of 15 and had been in 
drug addiction for more than 30 years. 
She also had experienced physical 
abuse to the point of almost dying. 
She had one son and, though her life 
had been hard, she managed to raise 
her son to live a different lifestyle than 
the one she had chosen for herself.

That first Sabbath at camp meet-
ing we attended the young adult meet-
ing, and, when a call came to “give 
your heart to Jesus,” Beverly looked 
at me and asked if I would go down 
with her. With tears in her eyes she 
went forward. What an amazing day 
that was!

Later when I dropped her off at 
the Magdalene House, Beverly stuck 
her head back in the car and said, “I 
love you, Gail.” That was the begin-
ning of a special friendship that has 
changed my life and hers. She was 
very receptive to the Holy Spirit’s call 
and asked to return the next week.

The following weekend of camp 
meeting she once again went forward 
in the main auditorium when the pas-
tor made a call. God was obviously 
working miracles in this woman’s 
life, which was demonstrated by her 
eagerness to learn and to do what 
was right. Beverly sincerely wanted 
something different for her life and, 
praise God, He had led her here to 
this place.

I gave her a set of Bible Story 
books to read which she promptly 
and eagerly read one by one. She was 
so excited when the pastor would 

refer to a subject she had just read, 
because now she knew the story, too! 
Since that time, Beverly has helped 
with Kentucky-Tennessee women’s 
retreats and many other activities. Bev-
erly loves to be involved and volun-
teers whenever 
she is able to 
be a part of a 
ministry.She 
immediately 
joined a new 
believers class 
at Madison 
Campus 
Church. And, 
because the 
church family 
embraced Bev-
erly with love, 
she found many friendships and sub-
sequently was baptized last January.

Today Beverly is graduated from 
the Magdalene House (an 18-month 
to two-year program), works for their 
industry, paid debts she had accrued, 
saved enough money to go back to 
school, and is enrolled in a nursing 
school in Nashville.

Beverly not only is a very special 
friend, she is a woman who has cou-
rageously left behind a life of destruc-
tion and has chosen to be a disciple of 
Jesus. I know she loves Him, and she 
knows He loves her. What a woman, 
and what courage!

As this world comes to an end, 
there are many, many, more women 
just like Beverly. Though their circum-
stances may be different and not as 
severe, they need someone to care. 
That’s why women’s ministries exists, 
and that is why we believe in “Help-
ing Women to Know and Show Jesus!”

A Woman 
of Courage

Gail McKenzie is a member of the Madi-
son Campus Church and also serves as 
the women’s ministries coordinator for 
the Kentucky-Tennessee Conference.

Kentucky-Tennessee Feature

Beverly

BY GAIL McKENZIE
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We all know someone or a fam-
ily member of someone serving in 
a branch of the U.S. Armed Forces. 
Whether or not we agree with the pur-
pose of the war or “conflict” in which 
they are serving, we know them. We 
love and miss them. And, they must 
know that we support them.

But, there will always be those 
who ask — should we be there? In 
this world in which we live, free-
dom is not free. Even in Bible times, 
freedom was always a battle worth 
fighting. According to Gary Coun-
cil, director of Adventist Chaplaincy 
Ministries for the World Church, “The 
Seventh-day Adventist Church and its 
members have faced issues relating to 
war and military service 
since its official organi-
zation during the Civil 
War between the states. 
Our pioneer leaders 
wisely chose a position 
that encouraged good 
citizenship and coop-
eration with just govern-
ments in so far as con-
science would permit. 
Early Adventists served 
in the Federal armies 
to preserve the Union 
and abolish slavery, and 
thousands of Adventists 
have honorably served 

in all the nation’s wars since then.” 
Don Schneider, president of the 

North American Division, explains that 
the Church established a balanced 
position regarding military service, rec-
ognizing “the Christian’s responsibilities 
as a citizen of two kingdoms, heavenly 
and earthly. It advocates ‘conscientious 
cooperation’ by rendering to Caesar 
(Matthew 22:15-22, Romans 13:1-6, and 
I Timothy 2:1-4) within the priority of 
obeying God (Acts 5:29).  

Schneider continues by stat-
ing, “the experiences of thousands 
of Adventists who have honorably 
served and are honorably serving in 
the militaries of their countries show 
that noncombatant roles best fulfill this 

duality.”  The Church 
position advises mem-
bers not to voluntarily 
enlist, because of the 
ever-present potential 
for faith conflicts with 
military requirements: 
conflicts such as Sabbath 
observance, lifestyle, 
training to take life, 
and diet.  However, the 
freewill of individuals to 
decide ethical and moral 
matters for themselves is 
respected as they prayer-
fully seek God’s will for 
their lives.  

Officially, the Church advocates 
that those who serve do so as “consci-
entious co-operators” (noncombatants), 
with the purpose of saving life rather 
than wantonly using force to take life, 
but no judgment is passed on those 
who serve as combatants or choose 
not to serve at all. These are matters of 
individual conscience, and not a test of 
fellowship. In fact, the only noncom-
batant to ever be awarded the nation’s 
highest award, the Congressional 
Medal of Honor, was a Seventh-day 
Adventist, Corporal Desmond T. Doss, 
U.S. Army medic, for valor during the 
battle for Okinawa in 1945. 

Pastoral care is one of the primary 
purposes of the North American Divi-
sion’s Adventist Chaplaincy Ministries 
(ACM). ACM is composed of trained 
chaplains from diverse backgrounds 
who are committed to help people in 

Colonel Gary R. Councell, 
retired U.S. Army chaplain, 
is the Adventist Chaplaincy 
Ministries director/endorser 
for the General Conference.

Chaplain Hall conducts Easter service for 
soldiers or other faiths in Iraq.

Keeping the Faith in the Service
Recognizing our Troops and Veterans
By Les Rilea and Nancy Howell-howard

Adventist Chaplaincy Feature
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the settings where they minister pre-
pare for the coming of Christ. Through 
the ministry of these chaplains, ACM 
recognizes and responds to the needs 
of persons within their unique institu-
tional/organizational settings, including 
military, education, healthcare, correc-
tions, and others. Best estimates show 
that around 7,500 church members 
currently serve in the U.S. Armed 
Forces, while hundreds more serve in 
the militaries of other nations.  

Chaplain (CPT) James Hall is a 
Seventh-day Adventist who recently 
serverd in Iraq. He was reminded con-
stantly how vastly different life is com-
pared to being at a church back home. 
He shares that “Chaplaincy in the Army 
is dirty, dusty, and raw. There are no 
frills and thrills, as most of the world, 

or the ‘regular’ ministry, would see it. 
The frills are getting a good shower, 
and the thrills are usually seeing that 
one soldier come out of his or her 
shell long enough to reveal a spirit that 
is seeking greater things than himself 
— seeking God.” Often a late night 
knock at the door will reveal a fright-
ened soldier seeking counsel from 

“Chappy” to deal with tragedy back 
home. One of the greatest rewards is 
seeing a private show his commitment 
to Christ through baptism.

How we can show that we care?
Adventists in the military need 

our support — whether lonely sol-
diers missing their family members or 
seeking Christ, or the chaplains who 
minister to them.  Joan Gebhard, a 
member of the Rolling Hills Church, 
recognized the need for such support 
after learning from a family friend who 
was serving as a chaplain in Iraq how 
much care packages were needed for 
the soldiers there. She worked with 
other church and community members 
to put together care packages with 
donations of prepaid calling cards, 
snacks, candy and gum, toiletries, 
puzzles, and harmonicas.

A number of resources are avail-
able for military personnel and their 
family members back home.  For 
example, Our Military Program keeps 
parents and children connected while 
separated during long deployments 
through the medium of reading aloud 
on videotape (see Resources sidebar 
for website and additional resources).

Churches are encouraged to pres-
ent a Servicemember Kit in a dedica-
tion service for individuals prior to 
their reporting for active military duty 
(see NSO sidebar).

A word of  encouragement for 
our beloved soldiers

Not everyone is called to serve 
their nation in the military; not all are 
able, but we want to recognize our 
Adventist members who willingly 

answered the call. Public service often 
demands personal sacrifice. And, we 
want to thank you for your sacrifi-
cial service to this great country and 
your Church. We are proud of you 
for what you did, whether or not you 
were a Seventh-day Adventist during 
your days in uniform. Be encouraged 
that we have not forgotten you – and 
especially, that God has not forgotten 
you. You are loved and appreciated — 
by your family back home who miss 
you greatly, and also by your Adventist 
brothers and sisters who recognize 
both your obedience and your sac-
rifice.  No matter what you endure, 
always remember that God’s grace is 
sufficient for all of you.  

“Wherefore take on the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand” Ephesians 6:13 KJV.

Les Rilea is field representative for 
Adventist Chaplaincy Ministries.

Nancy Howell-Howard, freelance 
writer

Websites: 
www.militaryonesource.com • http://cinchouse.com/home.asp • http://weservetoo.com • Our Military Program: 
http://www.read2kids.org/united.htm. 

TurboTAP is an easy-to-use, interactive web portal that provides life-long support to separated military-service members 
(Active Duty, Guard, and Reserve) and their families.  It is a single source starting point for accessing key resources avail-
able for service members transitioning out of the military at any point in their military career.  www.TurboTap.org.

Returning Home, by Robert M. Hicks
While They’re at War, by Kristin Henderson
Romancing the Home, by Ed Young
A Lasting Promise, by Milt Bryan, Savanna McCain, 
Scott Stanley, and Daniel Trathen

The Marriage You’ve Always Wanted, by Gary Chapman
The Heart of Commitment, by Scott Stanley
Love Life for Every Married Couple, by Ed Wheat and Gloria 
Okes Perkins

Books:

Resources Available for Military Personnel and their Families

Sergeant First Class Becky Louden (front, 
left) and fellow Adventist soldiers enjoy 
worship and fellowship in Bagdad.

Betty Sweeney (left) and Emily Gebhard 
prepare care packages from the Rolling Hills 
Church in California for troops in Iraq.
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“Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute [is due]; 
… honor to whom honor” Romans 13:7.  We would like to recog-
nize a few of the fallen heroes among the Adventist men and wom-
en serving in the U.S. Military:

First Officer Leroy W. Homer Jr., died September 11, 2001, in Shanksville, PA, on 
United Flight 93.  

PFC Diego Fernando Rincon, 19, of Conyers, GA, died March 29, 2003.  

SGT William S. Kinzer Jr., 27, of Hendersonville, NC, died January 26, 2005, in 
Ad Duluiyah, Iraq.  

SSG Stacey Mastrapa, 35, of Apopka, FL, died June 16, 2004, in Balad, Iraq.  

SPC Jonathan D. Cadavero, 24, of Takoma Park, MD, died February 27, 2007, in 
Baghdad, Iraq.  

PFC Joey T. Sams II, 22, of Spartanburg, SC, died March 21, 2007, at Camp Bueh-
ring, Kuwait.  

SSG David Mejias, 26, of San Juan, Puerto Rico, died April 1, 2007, in Baghdad, 
Iraq.  

PFC Travis F. Haslip, 20, of Ooltewah, TN, died May 19, 2007, in Baghdad, Iraq. 

Fallen Heroes
First Officer 

Leroy W. Homer Jr.
PFC Diego 

Fernando Rincon

SGT William S. 
Kinzer Jr.

SSG Stacey 
Mastrapa

SPC Jonathan D. 
Cadavero PFC Joey T. 

Sams II

SSG David Mejias
PFC Travis F. 

Haslip

The National Service Organization 
(NSO), a chapter of Adventist Chap-
laincy Ministries (ACM), provides infor-
mation and guidance to young people 
who are anticipating military service, 
as well as spiritual support to Adventist 
military personnel.

ACM field representatives regularly 
visit Adventist senior academies, camp 
meetings, youth rallies, workers’ meet-
ings, and other special events where 
opportunities are given to explain 
issues in military service regarding Sab-
bath observance, the bearing of arms, 
and other concerns of conscience.  
The military cannot guarantee that all 
religious needs will be met all of the 
time, because military necessity takes 
precedence over everything else.

Churches are encouraged to pres-
ent a Servicemember Kit in a dedica-

tion service for individuals prior to 
their reporting for active military duty 
and to keep in touch with them while 
they are away.  These kits are subsi-
dized by the biennial ACM offering 
and can be secured from the local 
conference NSO director.

Go to www.adventistchaplains.
org and click on the Adventists in the 
Military link for more information on 
some of the following issues:

General information about the 		•	
 military 

Selective Service System information •	
Religious convictions of Adventists 	•	

 in the military 
Conscientious objection and     	•	

 noncombatancy
The Reserves•	
Immigrants’ alternate oath for U.S. 	•	

 Citizenship

There is also a link to put the 
name of an active duty servicemem-
ber on a list to receive free Adventist 
literature.

Contact information for assistance 	
from NSO:

General Conference ACM/NSO office
12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904
301-680-6780
Email: acm@gc.adventist.org

Les Rilea 
ACM/NSO Area Representative
1257 Nazareth Road
Lexington, SC 29073
803-743-7563
Email: lcrilea@sc.rr.com

National Service Organization (NSO) Gives Spiritual Support
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Health Summit Orlando 
January 30 - February 7, 2009

Festival of Health
Sponsored by North American Division & Inter-American Division Health Ministries 

 • General Conference Health Ministries • Florida Hospital

 prayer.
faith.              

wholeness.

Sheraton Orlando North Hotel • Maitland, Florida



schedule
FRIDAY, JANUARY 30  
4:00-7:00pm Registration 
7:00-9:00pm Track I Seminars 

SABBATH, JANUARY 31
8:30-11:30am Track I Seminars  
11:30am-12:30pm Worship Speaker
 Samuel DeShay
12:30-1:30pm Lunch (provided) 
1:30-5:00pm Track I Seminars  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1
8:30am-12:30pm Track I Seminars 
12:30-1:30pm Lunch (provided) 
1:30-4:00pm Track I Seminars 
4:00-7:00pm Registration 
 Dinner (on your own) 
6:00-6:30pm Oxygen Cocktail 
7:00-8:30pm Festival of Health
 Derek Morris, Neil Nedley

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2  
7:00-8:00am Registration 
8:00-8:15am Oxygen Cocktail 
8:15-9:15am Devotional 
 DeWitt Williams
9:30am-12:30pm Track 2 Seminars 
12:30-1:45pm Lunch (provided)
 Regeneration - lunch’n learn
2:00-5:00pm Track 3 Seminars 
5:00-7:00pm Dinner (on your own) 
7:00-8:30pm Festival of Health
 Derek Morris, Don Hall
  
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3 
8:00-8:15am Oxygen Cocktail 
8:15-9:15am Devotional
 Kathleen H. Liwidjaja-Kuntaraf
9:30am-12:30pm Track 2 Seminars 
12:30-1:45pm Lunch (provided) 
 Healing Arts by Candace Huber  
 - lunch’n learn
2:00-5:00pm Track 3 Seminars 
5:00-7:00pm Dinner (on your own) 
7:00-8:30pm Festival of Health 
 Derek Morris, Des Cummings
  
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4  
8:00-8:15am Oxygen Cocktail 
8:15-9:15am Devotional 
 Elie Honoré
9:30am-12:30pm Track 2 Seminars 
12:30-1:45pm Lunch (provided) 
 Smart Strategies for Personal  
 Financial Success by 
 Gordon Botting - lunch’n learn
2:00-5:00pm Track 3 Seminars 
5:00-7:00pm Dinner (on your own) 
7:00-8:30pm Festival of Health 
 Derek Morris, George Guthrie

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5  
8:00-8:15am Oxygen Cocktail 
8:15-9:15am Devotional
 Lenore Hodges
9:30am-12:30pm Track 2 Seminars 
12:30-1:45pm Lunch (provided)
 Instep for Life by Reg Burgess   
 - lunch’n learn
2:00-5:00pm Track 3 Seminars 
5:00-7:00pm Dinner (on your own) 
7:00-8:30pm Festival of Health
 Derek Morris, Loretta Bacchiocchi
  
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6  
8:00-8:15am Oxygen Cocktail 
8:15-9:15am Devotional 
 Gordon Botting
9:30am-12:30pm Track 2 Seminars 
12:30-1:45pm Lunch (provided)
 Vitamin D Update by 
 Lenore Hodges - lunch’n learn
2:00-5:00pm Track 3 Seminars 
5:00-7:00pm Dinner (on your own) 
7:00-8:30pm Festival of Health
 Derek Morris, Dick Tibbits

SABBATH, FEBRUARY 7  
9:30-10:45am Sabbath School
 Pastor Cho 
11:00am-12:15pm Worship Speaker 
 José Rojas
 Adventist Brass Musical Feature
12:30-1:45pm Lunch (provided at Florida Hospital) 
2:00-3:00pm Plenary Program
 DeWitt Williams, Reg Burgess 
 Restoration Musical Concert
3:00pm Debriefing Session 

    who should attend? 
community service directors, 
health care professionals, 
health ministries directors, 
pastors, personal ministry 
directors, youth leaders and 
you!

“

”



TRACK ONE (weekend only)

Black Family Health DeWitt Williams, MPH, EdD, 
CHES; Carol Easley Allen, 
PhD; Wayne L. Greaves, MD; 
Byron Conner, MD; Louvenia 
Anderson, MA

This course will address risk factors, prevention and treatment 
of hypertension, stroke, coronary artery disease, type 2 diabetes 
mellitus and other serious health problems and will offer Christ-
centered perspectives on human sexuality. Principles of exercise 
and strategies for weight control will be shared. The student will 
leave knowing how to deal with African American health dispari-
ties and how to provide culturally competent health care.

TITLE PRESENTER DESCRIPTION

Depression Recovery 
– Training the Trainer 
(English)

Neil Nedley, MD; Paula Reiter The seminar is designed to train people interested in becoming 
directors and facilitators who want to plan and hold a successful 
depression recovery program. After the training, attendees will 
receive the tools necessary to run a complete Nedley Depression 
Recovery Program.

15 Days to Lower Blood 
Pressure Naturally

Samuel L. DeShay, MD, MPH, 
DMin

The 15-Step Program will provide effective strategies to lower 
your blood pressure with significant results.

Forgive to Live: How 
Forgiveness Can Save Your 
Life

Dick Tibbits, DMin The workshop will review the basic physiological mechanisms 
which link anger with high blood pressure and the principles of 
forgiveness from a behavioral, cognitive, affective and spiritual 
dimension.

Cancer Prevention Seminar Hildemar Dos Santos, MD, 
DrPH, CHES

This Cancer Prevention Seminar will cover general cancer 
prevention, most common cancers for US residents, and specific 
cancer prevention in different sites.

Coaching Lifestyle Change Lilly Tryon, MSN, RN, FCN, 
cWC

This workshop introduces a Biblically-based, innovative lifestyle 
coaching approach that can transform your own health behavior 
change efforts and revolutionize your health ministry programs by 
helping participants experience lasting lifestyle change.

Regeneration: Dealing With 
Family Dysfunctions 

Betty Campbell, RN; 
Hal Gates, JD

The seminar helps reveal the importance of breaking out of de-
nominational denial and coming out of the ‘congregational closet 
of family dysfunctions;’ and the relevance of creating a Christ-
Centered 12-Step recovery ministry in your church.

Tools for Effective Health 
Evangelism 

Charles Cleveland, MDiv, MPH This workshop will teach you how to use the health expo as a 
natural bridge to spiritual meetings and organize an expo in your 
community. Practice using the various screening equipment that 
makes an expo so appealing to the public and become familiar 
with the Abundant Living health talk series. Hands-on experience 
in conducting an actual Health Expo for the community will also 
be given.

El Estrés más allá de poder 
controlarlo - Stress Beyond 
Coping (Spanish)

Elie S. Honoré, MD, MPH, 
MHA

El estrés es un problema universal que cada uno consigue.   
Puede destruir individuos, familias, iglesias y comunidades. Pero 
ahora usted puede intervenir con éxito. Este programa de seis 
sesiones puede darle la capacidad de hacer eso, y prepararle 
para asistir a otras persones para que puedan establecer para 
ellos mismos una vida mejor.

Recupérese de la depresión 
- Depression Recovery 
(Spanish)

Salim Serrano, MPH, RRT, 
DrPH Student

The seminar is designed to train people interested in helping oth-
ers through a successful depression recovery program. After the 
training, attendees will have the knowledge and tools necessary 
to hold the Nedley Depression Recovery Program in their com-
munity.

seminars

*Note: CEUs are available for some of the seminars



seminars

TRACK TWO (Monday-Friday AM)
TITLE PRESENTER DESCRIPTION

Divorce Recovery/Grief 
Recovery

David H. White, DMin  This course will prepare you to facilitate both a Divorce Recovery 
and Grief Recovery group. You’ll learn how to create an environ-
ment to foster hope and healing; cope with anger; handle the 
spiritual problems of a divorce; and build healthy relationships as 
well as how to put hope back into your life and deal with the pain 
of loneliness, and more.

How to Write a Grant 
Proposal: a Step-by-Step 
Approach

Steve J. Veres, MDiv This seminar will provide tips for how to find funding sources 
for your programs; write an effective proposal; and identify what 
health and community services programming is needed and 
frequently funded in your community, to name a few.

Women’s Health – Creating a 
Stronger and Healthier You

Wendy S. Perrott, MD, FACOG This course will discuss the wholistic elements of living the 
abundant life throughout all phases of the female experience 
– adolescence, the reproductive phase, the menopausal journey 
and post menopausal years. You’ll learn how to make healthier 
choices; balance your emotions; improve and strengthen your 
relationships; radiate a God-given confidence; and become an 
influence for Christ-centered abundance.

The Wellspring Diabetes 
Program – Making a 
Difference 

George E Guthrie, MD, MPH, 
CDE, CNS

We will be learning about the lifestyle treatment of diabetes and 
a program designed to help you help others (or yourself) take 
responsibility for their disease.  

C.H.A.R.T.E.R.S.: Every 
Church a Community Health 
Center (English)

Fred Harding, DHSc, RD, 
DrPH; Elie S Honoré, MD, 
MPH, MHA; Stoy Proctor, 
MPH, MDiv, MA; Kathleen H. 
Liwidjaja-Kuntaraf, MD, MPH

The workshop will give both theory and practice in the running of 
a church-based health program. It also explains the technique on 
how to bridge the church-based health program leading them to 
the loving Savior.  

Vegetarian Food Instructors 
(Morning Session)

Stoy Proctor, MDiv, MPH, MA; 
Fred Harding, DHSc, RD, 
DrPH; Lenore Hodges, PhD, 
LD, RD; Julio E. Barillas

For the first time in the history of Health Summit Orlando, par-
ticipants will have hands-on menu planning, food preparation, 
serving and dining on their own gourmet dishes. Register early 
because space is limited. Top chefs will assist the fortunate few.

¡SÍ! Salud Integral - WIN! 
Wellness (Spanish) 

John B. Youngberg, EdD; 
Millie Youngberg, EdD; 
Wes Youngberg, DrPH, MPH, 
CNS

¡SÍ! SALUD INTEGRAL presenta un Nuevo program de bienestar 
integrando la salud de cuerpo, mente/espíritu y relaciones famili-
ares para el enriquecimiento personal y como ministerio tanto 
para los miembros de la iglesia como para el evangelismo. Los 
21 factores unen el sanamiento biológico, emocional y espiritual 
basado en investigaciones científicas recientes.   

Fitness for Life™ [Lifestyle 
with a focus on fitness]/
Instep

Don Hall, DrPH, CHES Fitness for LifeTM, an effective community health outreach ministry, 
10-week modular format combines physical activity with nutrition 
and behavior modification. The program is practical and easily 
financially self-sustaining, providing opportunity to interact with 
people and invite them to “Follow Me.” Learn also about the new 
Instep for Life Walking program. 15 hours of CEUs are available.

Hydrotherapy and Massage 
Seminar (English)

Roby Angelina Sherman, MD The workshop will consist of practical talks presenting scientific 
theory and will include demonstration of many treatments in 
hydrotherapy, use of charcoal and other natural remedies for 
home use.  

Health Ministry Teams Candace Huber, MPH, BSN, 
RN, FCN

The Health Ministry Team course prepares your congregation’s 
members and/or health ministry team to understand community 
health issues, principles of health, and health behavior change; 
identify community resources for use in the congregation; imple-
ment successful congregational health surveys; and plan and 
implement successful health awareness.

Stress: Beyond Coping Skip MacCarty, DMin Based on MacCarty’s book, Stress: Beyond Coping, this work-
shop is the official Stress Management educational seminar of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church, providing biblical principles for 
managing stress.



BREATHE FREETM Smoking 
Cessation

DeWitt Williams, EdD, MPH, 
CHES; Stoy Proctor, MDiv, 
MPH, MA; Elie Honoré, MD, 
MPH, MHA

The revised Breathe FreeTM The Plan to Stop Smoking prepares 
the student to organize and conduct a stop smoking clinic for 
interested participants in your church or community.

C.H.A.R.T.E.R.S.: Every 
Church a Community Health 
Center (Spanish)

Fred Harding, DHSc, RD, 
DrPH; Elie S Honoré, MD, 
MPH, MHA; Kathleen H. Liwi-
djaja-Kuntaraf, MD, MPH

The workshop will give both theory and practice in the running of 
a church-based health program. It also explains the technique on 
how to bridge the church-based health program leading them to 
the loving Savior.  

seminars

TRACK THREE (Monday-Friday PM)

C.R.E.A.T.I.O.N. Health George E. Guthrie MD, MPH, 
CDE, CNS

Teach your congregation and community to live happier, healthier 
and stress-free with CREATION Health video seminars, tools and 
resources. This exciting new program encompasses eight time-
less secrets revealed in the Genesis creation story. 

TITLE PRESENTER DESCRIPTION

How to Develop Your 
Leadership and Volunteer 
Team

Steve J. Veres, MDiv You will learn how to develop your team leadership through lead-
ership principles, individual leadership assessment, and leader-
ship buy-in methods as part of this course. You will also discover 
the types, strengths and weaknesses of volunteers, and volunteer 
dynamics, pitfalls and how to keep volunteers long-term. 

WIN! Wellness Evangelism 
Leadership (English)

John B. Youngberg, EdD; 
Millie Youngberg, EdD; 
Wes Youngberg, DrPH, MPH, 
CNS

WIN! Wellness Evangelism Leadership presents an integrated 
package of physical, spiritual and relational wellness for balanced 
living. WIN! contains the components necessary for large scale 
public evangelism or for small groups and seminars. It is a no-
excuse wellness ministry, easy-to-use and interesting. WIN! gives 
a gentle approach to key Bible doctrines in a Christ-centered 
approach combined with current scientific research. 

Seven Steps to Financial 
Health

Gordon Botting, DrPH, CHES This practical workshop is designed to teach the participant the 
Biblical principles of finances and everyday common sense 
money management.

Eight Weeks to Wellness™ Gerard D. McLane, DrPH, 
CHES, Intrinsic Coach

This workshop introduces a new Annual Health Ministry Model 
and Club WellTM from LifeLong Health®, a division of Wellsource, 
Inc., and features a health emphasis weekend with assessments, 
follow-up seminar, year-long online follow-up, weekly and monthly 
seminars, and a community health fair. 15 hours of CEUs are 
available.

Living Free: Finding 
Freedom from Habits that 
Hurt

Vicki Griffin, MPA, MACN; 
Evelyn Kissinger, MS, RD, 
IBCLC

Habits, whether good or bad, have a powerful shaping effect on 
the brain, including its chemistry, structure, and function. Living 
Free, the newest outreach ministry seminar from Lifestyle Mat-
ters, helps participants understand how the addicted and learning 
brain work - and how to tap into powerful spiritual and lifestyle 
tools that will help participants build a better brain and a better life. 

Vegetarian Food Instructors
(Afternoon Session)

Stoy Proctor, MDiv, MPH, MA; 
Fred Harding, DHSc, RD, 
DrPH; Lenore Hodges, PhD, 
LD, RD; Julio E. Barillas

For the first time in the history of Health Summit Orlando, par-
ticipants will have hands-on menu planning, food preparation, 
serving and dining on their own gourmet dishes. Register early 
because space is limited. Top chefs will assist the fortunate few.

Coronary Health 
Improvement Project (CHIP)

Harold Burden, MDiv, MPH; 
Dena Guthrie, MS, RN, ANP

This workshop will train individuals to conduct CHIP in their local 
churches and communities. Created by Dr. Hans Diehl, the CHIP 
30-day program features 16 video lectures and addresses the 
major western diseases including Diabetes, Cancer, Atherosclero-
sis, Hypertension, and Obesity.

Hydrotherapy and Massage 
Seminar (Spanish)

Roby Angelina Sherman, MD The workshop will consist of practical talks presenting scientific 
theory and demonstrations of many treatments in hydrotherapy, 
use of charcoal and other natural remedies for home use.  
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TRAVEL & LODGING
Travel and lodging arrangements on your own

Venue: Sheraton Orlando North Hotel
 600 N. Lake Destiny Drive
 Maitland, Florida 32751
 407.660.9000
 Toll Free: 1.888.625.5144
 www.sheraton.com/orlandonorth
 

Hotel Reservation:
Special Conference rate:  $95.00 + taxes
good through January 9, 2009

Regular rate: $115.00  + taxes
good through January 16, 2009

Note: Ask for “Seventh-day Adventist Conference” discount 
(code SDA 29A).

Directions from Airport:
Take State Road 436 north for approximately six miles. On 
right will be entrance to State Road 408. Take 408 west to 
Interstate 4. Take Interstate 4 East to exit 90B (Maitland Blvd. 
West). Take a right at the first light (Lake Destiny Dr.) Hotel is 
located on the right.

Transportation:
For your transportation needs, contact Mears Transportation at 
407.423.5566 or visit www.mearstransportation.com.
 
Cost: One-way trip: $25.00 
 Round trip: $44.00

www.nadhealthsummit.com

REGISTRATION FEES:

Track One
Earlybird - Register by January 5, 2009 $139.00 
(includes two lunches)
After January 5, 2009   $149.00
(includes two lunches)
  
Tracks Two & Three
Earlybird - Register by January 5, 2009 $289.00
(includes six lunches)
After January 5, 2009   $339.00
(includes six lunches)

Tracks One, Two & Three
Earlybird - Register by January 5, 2009  $389.00
(includes eight lunches)
After January 5, 2009   $439.00   
(includes eight lunches)  

How to Register
Visit: www.nadhealthsummit.com  
Call: 1.800.732.7587
Pay by: Credit card, check or money order
 
Checks and money orders should be made payable to:
 AdventSource/PlusLine
 5040 Prescott Avenue
 Lincoln, NE 68506-5431
 (include online registration form)

Event Refund Policy: You may request a refund minus a $20 
processing fee through January 22, 2009, After this date, please 
substitute someone to attend in your place.

Visit www.nadhealthsummit.com for a complete description of 
workshops and other details. Note: Cost of syllabus will be extra 
depending on the workshops you choose. Additional cost for 
accommodations, meals, and transportation.

Register 
today!
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When Jesus was on Earth, the blind, the deaf, 
the paralyzed found comfort and renewal in 
His outstretched hand, regardless of means or 
status. He established a ministry centered on the 
spiritual, emotional and physical needs of people 
who were desperate for a healing touch.

With Christ as our example, Adventist Health 
System employees and physicians reach out 
to touch the hearts and heal the lives of more 
than 4 million patients each year. We pray that 
the compassion of His hand will be felt in the 
touch of ours.

When Jesus arrived at Bethsaida, the people brought 

         a blind man to Him, begging Him to touch him.  

Jesus took the man by the hand and led him from the village.  

   After touching him once, the man began to see.  

       He touched him again, and his vision became clear. 

  MARK 8:22-25  
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Increase Your BaptismsIncrease Your Baptisms
Attend the 

Southern Union Evangelism CouncilSouthern Union Evangelism Council
December 1-4, 2008
Plaza Resort & Spa
Daytona Beach, Florida

FOR HOTEL RESERVATIONS CALL 1-800-874-7420 
and ask for the $99 Southern Union Evangelism Council  rate. 

For all . . .

For more information:
Ralph Ringer 
Phone: 407-257-6847
E-mail: suevangelism@yahoo.com

Mark Finley

Alan Parker

Ron Clouzet

Gordon Retzer

PLUS other speakers and 
music by Charles Haugabrooks
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“Through my small radio and a 

loudspeaker I broadcast to the whole 

village. We are being 

richly blessed by your 

radio programs.”

    Listener in Africa 

graararamsmsm .”.”

    Listener in Africa 

AWR travels where
missionaries cannot go.

12501 Old Columbia Pike • Silver Spring, MD 20904
    800-337-4297 • awr.org 

Learn more on “Making Waves,” 
AWR’s new TV series on Hope Channel and 3ABN
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PROPERTY AVAILABLE

Gatlinburg, Pigeon Forge, Sevierville 
Tn Cabin Rentals. 1 to 9 bedrooms, 
mountain views, seasonal swimming pool, hot 
tubs, jacuzzis, pool tables, saunas, theater 
rooms, fire places, fully equipped kitchen, 
DollyWood tickets, pet friendly, close to area 
attractions. American Mountain Rentals 800-
508-6070. [11]

NORTH GEORGIA MOUNTAIN CABIN 
RENTALS (near Helen). Enjoy our secluded, 
deluxe log cabins: mountain view, lake, river, 
and creek fronts available; hot tub, jacuzzi, 
sauna, game room, and all the extras. Part 
of proceeds goes toward a Lifestyle Retreat.  
www.bluecreekcabins.com or call  706-865-
1405 [11-6]

COLLEGEDALE GUESTHOUSE.  1½ bedrooms 
fully equipped condo w/kitchen and laundry, no 
steps, huge deck, secluded woodland setting. 
“Absolutely delightful” say guests. $60/night for two 
(2-night minimum). Roger King, 423-236-4688. 
See pictures at www.rogerkingrentals.com.   ©

INDEPENDENT RETIREMENT COMMUNITY. 
Beautiful, spacious apartments and villas located 
in the magnificent mountains of western North 
Carolina at FLETCHER PARK INN.  We have 
current availabilities just waiting for you to call 
home. Call today to schedule a tour – 800-249-
2882 or marketing@fletcherparkinn.org    [11,12]

ANCHORAGE ROOMS to RENT. Anchorage 
Korean Church has eight guest rooms. Queen-
size beds, private entrance, one handicap room. 
Kitchen/laundry facilities. Internet access. Rates 
for Sept.-May $69.00; June-August $89.00/per 
night. Located in Midtown. All proceeds go to 
church building fund. Call 907-868-3310; 907-

230-5751. spenardsunshine@msn.com   [11-1]

SUMMIT RIDGE RETIREMENT VILLAGE is a 
place where you can live independently in your 
own home. Lawn mowing and maintenance 
provided. Church and nursing home on grounds. 
Make friends with Adventist neighbors, and 
enjoy the low cost of living in the Oklahoma 
countryside. Call Bill Norman, 405-454-6538. 
Website: www.summit-ridge-village.org   [11-4]

FLORIDA LIVING: Where the Living is Easy! 
Senior community less than one hour from 
Disney/Daytona Beach. Ground-level apts/
rooms for one-year lease – some furnished. 
Transportation/housekeeping available. Church/
pool/shopping/activities/3ABN/Hope TV/
LLBN. Vacationers- 2BR apts. completely 
furnished –$45, $75/per night – minimum 3 
nights; $300 or $400/week up to 4 months. 
Call 800-729-8017; or 407-862-2646, x24. 
Website: floridalivingretirement.com. Email: 
JackieFLRC@aol.com.  [11-4]

FOR SALE. Wagener, SC – Peaceful 64.95 acres 
located 30 miles from Columbia, SC, and about 
20 miles from Aiken, SC. Located 7 miles from 
I-20. It has lots of timber and has the possibility for 
a pond. Call Sam at 803-413-2858.  [11-12]

FOR SALE. Smoky Mountain Home on 13 acres, 
featuring stone and steel siding, spring fed stream 
flowing under glass floor in great room, 4,500 sq 
ft, 5 bedrooms/4 baths, spa, 5-car garage, walk-in 
cold box, and much more. Outstanding retreat, 
B&B potential. Contact James Hoppa, Coldwell 
Banker Nelson Inc. 865-928-0500. Virtual Tour: 
www.6850HappyValley.com.  [11]

Home on seven acres near Roan 
Mountain, TN FOR SALE. 3 bedrooms, 2 

baths, 2,300 sq ft home. 85% complete, awaiting 
your finishing touches. Learn more by visiting: 
http://jtbrunton.googlepages.com or calling 
502-352-1109.  [11]

FOR SALE. Lakeland, FL. $31,900. Doublewide 
mobile home in adult park with 1,040 sq ft, 2 
bedrooms, 2 baths, dining/living/Florida room, 
attached storeroom with washer/dryer and 
covered carport. Close to pool and clubhouse. 
Near SDA Church, regional hospital, and large 
mall. 707-756-0220 or benson2457@yahoo.
com  [11]

MIDDLE TENNESSEE HOME FOR SALE. Three 
bedrooms, 2 baths, solid construction. Quiet area. 
Includes large shop building or development 
frontage. Situated on 1.5 acres or 8 acres. 
$109,000. Call Howard at 615-746-1239.  [11]

CONDO FOR RENT OR SALE OPTION: 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, living/dining room combo, 
screened porch with view of Lake Fairview 
in Orlando, FL. Master bath has new Premier 
safety tub with whirlpool and shower. Non-
smoker. Monthly rental: $1000. Purchase price: 
$198,000. Please call 407-668-9939.  [11]

GREAT PLACE TO RAISE A FAMILY on the 
plains of Hays, KS. New Adventist kindergarten 
through eighth grade school. Beautiful SDA 
church 25 miles away. Wonderful health 
facilities: Hays Medical Center and Michael 

How to Submit Your Advertising
(1) Have your pastor or a local church elder 

write “Approved” and his signature on the sheet 
of paper containing the advertisement, (2) write 
your name and address on the same sheet, 
(3) specify how many times the ad is to run, (4) 
send the approved ad to your conference office 
6 weeks in advance of the publication date and 
(5) don’t forget to enclose payment in full for each 
month the ad is to run. Make checks payable to 
SOUTHERN UNION.

RATES: Southern Union: $40 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $45 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word 
beyond 45. Out of Union: $50 for 20 words or less, 
including address. $55 for anything longer than 20 
words up to 45 words. $1.50 per word beyond 45. 
Accepted as space is available. Ads may run in 
successive months as space permits.

SOUTHERN TIDINGS makes every reason-
able effort to screen all advertising, but in no 
case can the periodical assume responsiblity for 
advertisements appearing in its columns, or for 
typographical errors.

Our Mission:
To share God’s love by providing

physical, mental and spiritual
healing.

18 hospitals in:
California

Hawaii
Oregon

Washington

Live the Dream
The journey begins with us.

For Job Opportunities, visit
www.adventisthealth.org

CALLING FOR 

ADVENTIST HISTORY 

PHOTOS!!! 
 

This is a request for photos relating to 

Southern Union Conference’s 

History. From members in:  

Carolina, Florida, Georgia-Cumberland, 

Gulf States, Kentucky-Tennessee,  

South Atlantic, South Central, and 

Southeastern Conferences. 

If you are willing to donate your photos to 

the Southern Union Image Archives, 

please mail them to: 

Southern Union Conference 

Communication Department 

PO Box 849 

Decatur, GA 30031-0849 

or you may email scanned photos to: 

nzinner@southernunion.com 
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DeBakey Heart Institute. Fort Hays University, 
Great Plains Academy, and Union College a 
half day’s drive. Many job opportunities. Call 
785-623-0898.  [11-3]

DEER LODGE, TN: 3 WOODED ACRES on 
quiet country dead-end road. Electricity and 
water. SDA church within 2 miles, Heritage 
Academy within 30 miles. $6,000 per acre. Call 
931-863-5865 or e-mail flundberg@twlakes.net 
for more information.  [11,12]

TIME TO MOVE TO THE COUNTRY! 5-acre 
tract in east Tennessee for sale. Five minutes 
from SDA church and school. Thirty minutes 
from academy. Owner willing to finance part 
of $20,000 asking price. 423-238-4357 or 678-
234-5997.  [11]

PROPERTY IN EAST TENNESSEE provides 
view of the Smokey Mountains, nearby access 
to Tellico Lake/TN River in Vonore, TN. Located 
at Links of Kahite Golf Course. Yacht and country 
club, recreation centers, and more available to 
members of this community. Asking $92,500. 
423-596-9100 or 423-236-5194.  [11]

NEED  a  LOAN  or  HELP  to  STOP 
FORECLOSURE? Refinancing, buying a new 
home, or stopping foreclosure (call for details)? 
I can help in all 50 states. Doug Spinella, 
Dedicated Mortgage Services. 888-825-4105 
x103, or doug@dedicated2loans.com.  [11-2]

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

LAURELBROOK ACADEMY seeks mission-
minded staff. Beautiful mountain location; 
60 miles from SAU. Housing and stipend 
provided. Many positions open in healthcare and 
agriculture as well as Science, English, and Math 
teachers. Call Roger Westfall at 423-775-0771; 
or email: chsape@cs.com ©

ADMINISTRATION MANAGER / ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR – Seasoned professional with 
management, leadership, business and financial 
skills at self-supporting, non-profit ministry for 
ADHD boys in rural Tennessee. Public relations, 
fundraising, and development. Mission-minded, 
long-term commitment and self-sacrifice. Masters 
degree required. PhD preferred. Social work or 
Psychology. Call Blondel Senior 423-336-5052. 
www.adventhome.org.  [11-1]

SCIENCE/BIBLE TEACHER – Energetic and 
mission-minded. Help students develop and 
grow. Prepare, plan, teach, tutor, assess and give 
feedback to ADHD remedial student’s grades 6-12 
with differing learning abilities in rural Tennessee. 
Requires excellent classroom management skills. 
Bachelor degree in science and bible. Long-term 
commitment. Call Blondel Senior 423-336-5052. 
www.adventhome.org.  [11-1]

GROUP HOME PARENTS – Energetic team to 
supervise ADHD boys 12-18 with daily activities 
for non-profit ministry. Mission-minded, self-
sacrificing, and work well with teens. Ability 
to enforce schedule and maintain discipline 
with Christ-like character in rural Tennessee. 
Experience preferred. Vegan cooking plus. Long-
term commitment required. Call Blondel Senior 
423-336-5052. www.adventhome.org.  [11-1]

MEDICAL PRACTICE in rural East Tennessee 
seeks individual to join a physician-led 
wellness program. Contact Stephen Boone 
at 423-784-7269 for information.  [11]

REMNANT PUBLICATIONS HIRING. Full-
time positions open: Sales Manager, Sales 
Professionals, Fund-Raiser, Production Manager, 
Experienced Pressman, and Video Engineer. 
Submit resumes to: Jobs@remnantpublications.
com, or mail to: Remnant Publications, Attn: 
HR Dept., 649 E. Chicago Road, Coldwater, MI 
49036.  [11-1]

DENTAL PRACTICE FOR SALE  or DENTIST 
NEEDED - Attractive, up-to-date, fully equipped 
clinic featuring 3 operatories. Turn-key condition. 
Nice location adjoining church school. Corinth 
MS 662-284-9225. [11-1]

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY is accepting resumes 
for a full-time Assistant Professor of Computer 
Science. Required: Ph.D. in Computer Science, 
must have a strong commitment to teaching 
excellence at the undergraduate & graduate 
level. Must be a Seventh-day Adventist in 
good and regular standing. Submit resumes to 
sthorman@andrews.edu.  [11]

Southern Adventist University’s 
School of Nursing seeks an Acute Care 
Nurse Practitioner faculty member who holds 
ACNP certification and has current clinical 
experience. Requisite qualities include interest 
in research, successful teaching experience, 
enthusiasm, flexibility, and commitment to 
nursing and SDA education. Doctorate preferred, 
but will consider other qualified individuals. 
Send curriculum vitae or inquiries to Dr. Desiree 
Batson, Search Committee Chair, drbatson@
southern.edu. SAU School of Nursing, PO Box 
370, Collegedale, TN 37315.  [11]

Director for Ekamai International 
School, Bangkok Thailand 
– Ekamai International School 
(www.eis.ac.th), operated by 
the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in Bangkok, Thailand 
seeks to hire a Director. 
Seeking an experienced 
individual who is an active 
member of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. For details 
go to www.adventist.or.th/
newsite/english.  Deadline by 
December 31, 2008.  [11]

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

PHONECARDLAND.COM 10% DISCOUNT. 
Home of the pinless/rechargeable True Minutes 
phonecard. True Minutes long distance service 
is 1.9 ¢/minute including UK and Canada.  
No tax, no fee, no expiration. Visit: www.
phonecardland.com, and choose the best plan 
for all your phone calls. User-friendly/secure. 
Email: sales@phonecardland.com  Call 863-
216-0160.  [11-2]

PREPAID PHONE CARDS. Featuring some 
new-updated-different cards with no connection 
fees for U.S.A. and International countries. 
Ranges: 1¢ per minute to 2.8¢. Do you want a 
card that does not expire? Benefits ASI projects 
and Christian education. For information, call LJ 
Plus at: 770-441-6022 or 888-441-7688.  ©

BOOKS – Over 250,000 new and used 
Adventist books in stock at www.LNFBooks.
com. Looking for a publisher? Free review of 
your manuscript. Call 1-800-367-1844 or visit  
www.TeachServices.com.  [11-10]

Planning an Evangelistic SERIES 
or Health Seminar? Need affordable, 
professionally prepared handbills, brochures, 
signs, banners, or mailing services? Call 
Hamblin’s customer service free at 800-274-
0016 or visit www.handbills.org You deserve 
the best with confidence and peace of mind. 
Your friends at Hamblin’s HOPE deliver on 
time!  [11-2]

“GO GREEN” with new high protein plant 
based green powder… great for vegetarians. 
Detoxifies, anti-inflammatory, increases energy, 
anti-aging properties, promotes healthy vision, 
and alkalinizes PH…from the distributors of 
green barley for over 25 years. “Nutrition that 
works for people on the go.” Call Ruth 1-888-
356-5707.  [11]

MISCELLANEOUS

SINGLE AND OVER 40? Stay home and meet 
new friends in USA, only interracial group for 
Adventist singles over 40. For information, send 
large self-addressed stamped envelope to ASO-
40, 2747 Nonpareil, Sutherlin, OR 97479.  ©
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C h r i s t i a n S i n g l e s D a t i n g . c o m   
AdventistsSingles.org   FREE trial! Thousands 
of successes! FREE chat, search, and profiles. 
Witnessing through articles, friendships, and 
forums. Adventist-owned since 1993.  Top 
ranked.   ©

AFFORDABLE FULL-SERVICE MOVING. 
Experienced, careful, licensed, and insured 
interstate SDA mover. Based in Orlando. 
Services include: moving, packing, crating, 
vehicle transport, and storage. Formerly known as 
Russ Durham Mover. Florida Reg. Mover #1394. 
Call Free State Moving at 407-884-0089.   ©

ARE YOU MOVING SOON?  Before you rent 
an U‑Haul and do it yourself, check our price 
and save yourself the hassle. Plan now and 
reserve a time slot. Fast, direct, and economical. 
Contact Gary Erhard, Erhard Furniture, 6681 U.S. 
31, Berrien Springs, MI; 269-471‑7366 evenings 
8‑11 p.m.   ©

RELOCATING?  Apex Moving & Storage has 
a national account contract with the General 
Conference for your moving needs. Take advantage 
of a volume rated discount. Be assured you are 
moving with the BEST!  Call Marcy Dante’ at 800-
766-1902; or visit us at: www.apexmoving.com/
adventist   [11-8]

RVs!!! Adventist-owned and operated RV 
dealership has been helping SDAs for more than 
30 years. Huge inventory. Courtesy airport pickup 
and onsite hookups. Satisfied SDA customer list 
available. Call toll-free: 888-933-9300. Lee’s RV 
City, Oklahoma City. Visit our website: www.leesrv.
com or Email: LeesRVs@aol.com    ©

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD. New 
home-based business opportunity is changing 
ordinary lives into extraordinary lives. What you 
earn is up to you. Call 866-796-6178  [11-1]

EIGHT NATURAL REMEDIES with James 
Johnson, M.D.  Phone/fax 615-523-2136. Email 
education@jjohnsonmd.com. Online and 
correspondence courses for laypersons and 
professionals. www.geocities.com/jjohnsonmd/
remedies.html.  [11-1]

SEE YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK in 
winter with skilled SDA snowmobile guides! 
Experience pristine beauty and amazing animals! 
Enjoy good fellowship, inspiring devotions, deluxe 
accommodations, and fine cuisine. Don’t miss this 
unique experience—the only snowmobile tours 
traveling throughout Yellowstone Park. Limited 
openings for January 2009. Call John at 509-747-
7622 (pacific time).  [11-12]

CRUISE ALASKA. Seven-day southbound 
glacier route on Carnival’s Spirit. Cruise will 
be hosted by Missions of Love, Inc., a non-
profit corporation raising scholarship monies 
for Christian Education. Gospel vocal group 
“Except For Grace” will be in concert. For 
brochure, call Al Ferry, 661-889-0191 or e-mail 
al@missionsoflove.com.  [11-1]

Two 2009 great controversy tours. 
March 22-April 2; or July 5-15, with Dr. Gerard 
Damsteegt of Andrews University. See 
prophecies of Daniel and Revelation come alive! 
Visit Rome, Italy, and Reformation sites in the 
Waldensian Valleys, Switzerland, and Germany. 
A most exciting experience! Call or fax 269-471-
5172, email gctours@mac.com.  [11]

MUSIC AT THE 2010 GC SESSION in Atlanta, 
June 23-July 3. Needed: high-quality sacred 
music from vocalists, instrumentalists, choirs, 
ensembles, etc. Please visit www.gcsession.org 
for details and application. Send all requested 
materials to NAD Music Coordinator, Attn: 
Ron Christman, 12501 Old Columbia Pike, 
Silver Spring, MD 20904-6600. Deadline for 
application: January 31, 2009.  ©

Nov. 1-30,
2008

25%
OFF
25%
OFF

Call 1-800-765-6955 • Online at AdventistBookCenter.com

Review and Herald® Publishing Association

Popular Women of
Spirit columnist
Kim Peckham

dispenses his offbeat brand of wisdom in a humorous
look at life’s many quirks. Be prepared to laugh until
you cry! Ultimately, though, you’ll catch a glimpse of
the God who created the funny bone in the first place!
978-0-8127-0475-4. PAPERBACK, 144 PAGES.

US$12.99
SALE US $9.74

FROM YOUR ADVENTIST BOOK CENTER®
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classes: 1939, 1949, 1954, 1959, 
1969, 1979, 1984, 1989, and 1999. 
Details: Contact the alumni office 
at 402-486-2503, 3800 South 
48th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506, or 
alumni@ucollege.edu.

La Sierra Academy ‘09 Alumni 
Weekend – April 24-Golf 
Tournament, April 25-Alumni 
Sabbath. Honor classes: ‘49, 
‘59, ‘69, ‘79, ‘89, ‘99, ‘04. Keynote 
speaker: Lewis Walton. Come 
celebrate friends and memories 
on LSA Campus. Details: 951-
351-1445 x 244 or lsaalumni@
lsak12.com to update personal 
information, find missing class 
members, and share
news and class reunion 
gatherings. Large selection of 
yearbooks will be available to 
purchase.

Carolina
Community Services Workshop 
– Nov. 14-17.
Pathfinder Council – Jan. 9-11. 
NPR.
Women’s Ministries Mini-Retreat 
– Jan. 30-Feb. 2. Myrtle Beach, 
SC. Details: 704-596-3200. 

Florida
Complete calendar online – 
http://www.floridaconference.com/
calendar.html
Florida Pathfinder Events – 
http://www.floridapathfinders.
com/ or call 407-644-5000 x127.
Singles’ Ministries Events and 
mailing list information. Spiritual 
study groups, fellowship dinners, 
outings, and more. http://www.
asamcf.org/, djmiller4000@
embarqmail.com, or 386-789-
3235.
Florida Adventist Book 
Center – Winter Park: 800-765-
6955. Miami: 305-805-9900. 
High Springs: 386-454-7956. 
Shop online: http://www.
floridaconference.com/abc/ or 
order by e-mail: FloridaABC@
floridaconference.com
Florida Adventist Bookmobile 
Schedule
Dec. 6. Maranatha in Miami.
Dec. 7. Ft. Lauderdale, Lauderhill, 
Pompano Beach, Jupiter.
Planned Giving Clinics and 
Seminar – Dec. 13. Miami Springs 
Church.

Georgia-Cumberland
Complete calendar online – 
www.gccsda.com
Kids in Discipleship Training – 

Nov. 2-5. Collegedale, TN.
Thanksgiving Break – Nov. 
25-30.
Pathfinder Teen Leadership 
Training Reward Event – Dec. 5.
New Members’ Retreat – Dec. 
5-7. Cohutta Springs.

Gulf States
Complete Calendar online – 
http://www.gscsda.org
Women’s Ministries Autumn 
Renewal Retreat –Nov. 2-4. 
Camp Alamisco.
Youth Rally – Nov. 2-4. Bass 
Memorial Academy.
Pathfinder Leaders’ Honor’s 
Weekend – Nov. 8, 9. Camp 
Alamisco.
Minister’s Meeting – Nov. 26-29. 
Camp Alamisco.
Elders’ and Deacons’ Retreat – 
Dec. 5-7. Camp Alamisco.
Hispanic Youth Leadership 
Convention – Dec. 12-14. Camp 
Alamisco.

Kentucky-
Tennnessee
Conference Association Board
Dec. 9.
Jan. 13.
March 17.
May 12.
July 21.
 
Conference Executive 
Committee
Dec. 9.
Jan. 13.
March 17.
May 12.
July 21.

Southern Adventist 
University
PreviewSouthern–Nov. 13,14.
Symphony Orchestra/Organ 
Concert–Nov. 16.
Thanksgiving Break–Nov. 26-30.

Announcements
Evangelism Council – Dec. 7-10. 
Presented by Alejandro Bullon 
from the South American Division 
at Oakwood University, and 
sponsored by the South Atlantic 
Conference.

AHS Sunbelt Retired CEO 
Reunion – Jan. 23, 24. Avon Park, 
FL. Details: Bill Sager, 863-452-
2593, email: wcsager@tnni.
net or Tom Amos, 863-452-1979, 
email: dtamos@gmail.com or Jim 
Culpepper, 615-654-3311.

Union College Homecoming 
– April 2-5. Alumni, friends, and 
former faculty are invited. Honor 

Sunset
		N  ov. 7	N ov. 14	N ov. 21	N ov. 28	 Dec. 5	 Dec. 12
 	Atlanta, GA	 5:41	 5:36	 5:32	 5:30	 5:29	 5:30
	 Charleston, SC	 5:24	 5:20	 5:16	 5:14	 5:13	 5:14
	 Charlotte, NC	 5:24	 5:18	 5:14	 5:12	 5:11	 5:12
	 Collegedale, TN	 5:41	 5:36	 5:32	 5:29	 5:28	 5:29
	H untsville, AL	 4:48	 4:42	 4:38	 4:36	 4:35	 4:36
	 Jackson, MS	 5:06	 5:01	 4:58	 4:56	 4:55	 4:56
	L ouisville, KY	 5:38	 5:32	 5:27	 5:24	 5:23	 5:23
	M emphis, TN	 5:01	 4:55	 4:51	 4:49	 4:48	 4:49
	M iami, FL	 5:36	 5:33	 5:30	 5:29	 5:30	 5:31
	M ontgomery, AL	 4:50	 4:46	 4:42	 4:40	 4:40	 4:41
	N ashville, TN	 4:46	 4:40	 4:36	 4:33	 4:32	 4:33
	O rlando, FL	 5:37	 5:33	 5:30	 5:29	 5:29	 5:30
	 Wilmington, NC	 5:14	 5:09	 5:05	 5:03	 5:02	 5:03

 

ENJOY A MOUNTAIN TOP EXPERIENCE  

at 

Quiet Oaks Assisted Living 

Located on the crest of Brayton Moutain in 

Graysville, TN, 45 miles from Chattanooga. 

 Commune with God in surroundings that 

include:  the freshest air, plenty of sunshine, 

clean water, walking trails, 3ABN TV, healthy 

cuisine, and more of the eight principals of 

biblical health.    

Visit www.quietoak.com or call 423.775.7658 

 



Have        
Fa i th

A master’s degree  
is within your reach.

As you have been given, so you can give. Today’s world needs 

competent and caring professionals at home and abroad. Benefit 

from faculty who use their academic and professional expertise, 

mentoring students to become the leaders they aspire to be. 

Our programs are designed to maximize flexible scheduling and convenience 

for busy adults needing to fit education amidst family and work responsibilities. 

Come study in one of our accredited master’s programs in business, education, 

counseling, nursing, or religion. Call us at 1.800.SOUTHERN or visit us online at 

graduatestudies.southern.edu.
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