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CREATION

The following is a reaffirmation of the Church’s understanding of the biblical
account of creation. It is a most important subject in these last days. I praise the
Lord that the institutions and schools within the Southern Union are in full accor-
dance with this statement of affirmation of creation. Gordon L. Retzer

“Whereas belief in a literal, six-day creation is indissolubly linked with the
authority of Scripture, and,;

Whereas such belief interlocks with other doctrines of Scripture, including the
Sabbath and the Atonement, and,;

Whereas Seventh-day Adventists understand our mission, as specified in Rev-
elation 14:6, 7, to include a call to the world to worship God as Creator,

We, the members of the General Conference Executive Committee at the 2004
Annual Council, state the following as our response to the document, An Affirma-
tion of Creation, submitted by the International Faith & Science Conferences:

We strongly endorse the document’s affirmation of our historic, biblical posi-
tion of belief in a literal, recent, six-day Creation.

We urge that the document, accompanied by this response, be disseminated
widely throughout the world Seventh-day Adventist Church, using all available
communication channels and in the major languages of world membership.

We reaffirm the Seventh-day Adventist understanding of the historicity of
Genesis 1-11: that the seven days of the Creation account were literal 24-hour days
forming a week identical in time to what we now experience as a week; and that
the Flood was global in nature.

We call on all boards and educators at Seventh-day Adventist institutions at all
levels to continue upholding and advocating the church’s position on origins. We,
along with Seventh-day Adventist parents, expect students to receive a thorough,
balanced, and scientifically rigorous exposure to and affirmation of our historic
belief in a literal, recent six-day creation, even as they are educated to understand
and assess competing philosophies of origins that dominate scientific discussion in
the contemporary world.

We urge church leaders throughout the world to seek ways to educate mem-
bers, especially young people attending non-Seventh-day Adventist schools, in the
issues involved in the doctrine of creation.

We call on all members of the worldwide Seventh-day Adventist family to
proclaim and teach the Church’s understanding of the biblical doctrine of Creation,
living in its light, rejoicing in our status as sons and daughters of God, and praising
our Lord Jesus Christ — our Creator and Redeemer. “

As a response to the “An Affirmation of Creation—Report,” this document was
accepted and voted by the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventist Church
Executive Committee at the Annual Council in Silver Spring, Maryland, October 13,
2004.**

** TIDINGS readers may see the full Report by linking to the General Confer-
ence website from www.southernunion.com.
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“During this year of evangelism,
our entire Southern Union office team
has taken very seriously the challenge
to be involved in direct evangelism.

I praise the Lord that the team has
fanned out all over the territory of the
Southern Union and held evangelistic
meetings. What a team!” stated Gor-
don Retzer, president, Southern Union
Conference.

This article recounts some of
the testimonies from our staff who
witnessed God working. We thank
God for hundreds of baptisms during
2009. We also thank all the pastors
and church members who welcomed
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us and supported the evangelistic
meetings held by the Southern Union
staff.

Ralph Ringer, Southern Union
church growth director
Four “The Way of Hope from
Parables to Salvation” series were held
this year in Burnsville, North Carolina;
Paducah, Kentucky; Birmingham,
Alabama; and Westminster, Maryland,
with many decisions for baptism.
Ringer has two more series
scheduled at Owenby Chapel in
Ider, Alabama; and Southernmost
Church, Key West, Florida.

He held a “Revelation of Hope”
series in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, with
decisions for baptism.

Ringer also held six “ShareHim
Boot Camps,” training 175 laypersons
to hold “ShareHim” evangelistic meet-
ings in the Southern Union during the
first five months of 2009.

Ron Smith, D.Min., Ph.D., Southern
Union executive secretary

The first evangelistic series was
held at Atlanta Belvedere Church
in Decatur, Georgia. Pastors Den-
ton Rhone, D.Min., Shaun Brooks,
Conrad Cort, and five Bible workers
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Denton Rbone, D.Min., senior pastor at Atlanta Belve-
dere Church, examines the baptismal candidates before
they are baptized during the meetings conducted by
Ron Smith, D.Min., Ph.D., Southern Union executive
secretary.

were utilized during the
three-week meetings. A
baptismal service was held
every Sabbath.

Meetings at South
Hampton Church in Ber-
muda also went for three
weeks. Five churches
came together on the
western side of Bermuda.
Several individuals surren-
dered their lives to Jesus
and were baptized.

Smith preached at
Hillcrest Church in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, Oc-

tober 10-31. One Pittsburgh woman
hungering for the Word of God rode
her bicycle more than six miles in
the rain each night to the meetings.
When the Mark of the Beast was
preached, she, along with many oth-
ers, made a decision for Christ and
was baptized with her son.

“These meetings changed my
perspective on my function of church
administration,” reflects Smith. “Each
evangelistic series reinforced in my
thinking, the idea that ministry is not
harnessing statistics and pushing pa-
per, but touching people’s lives with
the good news that Jesus saves.”
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Gordon Retzer, Southern Union
president

Friday evening, March 27, 2009,
Cheryl and I walked up our drive-
way to begin visiting everyone in our
neighborhood. We've been praying
for our neighbors, we’ve walked and
jogged in our neighborhood, we've
become acquainted with some of our
neighbors, we’ve waved at our neigh-
bors, but I must admit we had not yet
visited all our neighbors. We knocked
on every door — about 70 homes.
We gave each one a special invitation
inviting them to a neighborhood Bible
study in our home to begin April 17.
Once we got started we gained cour-
age, and we knew the outcome was
entirely up to God.

Sunday evening, 7 p.m., we heard
steps on the front porch, the doorbell
rang, and we welcomed our next
door neighbors. Hallelujah! Talk about
joy! And we praise the Lord they have
opened their hearts to the Word of
God, and to the truth found only in
Scripture. After the study on salvation
through faith in Jesus, Patrick and
Arlene voiced their desire to accept
Christ as their personal Savior.

Jorge Mayer, Southern Union His-
panic Ministries director

My wife, Nibia, and I held an
evangelistic series July 3-12, 2009,
in the Dominican Republic at the
Piedra Linda II Church, on the skirts
of La Romana City (two hours east of
Santo Domingo), which has a mem-
bership of 57. The average atten-
dance during the crusade was 110.
Many responded to the altar calls,
and a baptism was held at the end of
the meetings.

Jorge Mayer, Southern Union Hispanic
ministries director, beld an evangelistic
series in the Dominican Republic.
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Merkita Wil-
liams, South-
ern Union
associate
treasurer

May 23,
2009, was an
historic day in
Bartow, Flor-
ida. The Eb-
enezer Church,
though it is
the oldest
church in the
Southeastern
Conference,
had not held
an evangelistic
effort for more
than 50 years.
The four-

Father and daugbter intently follow along in the Bible at the meet-

member-strong
church geared
up to see the
Lord at work.

Under the leadership of Roland
Brise, pastor, and Nicolle Brise,
Southeastern Conference women'’s
ministries director, a tent was erected
on the church’s property. On opening
night, more than 50 people came to
hear the Word of God. The member-
ship of Ebenezer Church doubled
from these meetings.

Another series was held in Riviera
Beach, Florida. Mona Vallon was
the speaker for the first week of the
meeting, which started October 2 and
ended October 17; she also served as
my French-speaking translator.

The Bethel French Church had
several baptisms that final Friday night
of the meetings. To God we give all
the praise.

Nibia Mayer accompanied ber husband,
Jorge Mayer, to the Dominican Republic,
and preached during the series.

ings in Greenwood, South Carolina.

Fred Rogers, Southern Union Na-
tive American ministries director

In May 2009, the planned evan-
gelistic meeting to reach out to the
Mam indigenous (Indian) people in
Greenwood, South Carolina, came to
fruition. Plans were made with South-
ern Union Native American ministries
to conduct an evangelistic meeting,
and plant a church company. Pastor
Reyes, pastor of the Saluda, South
Carolina, Church, was already meet-
ing with four or five people in one of
the homes on Sabbath. The meetings
were well attended, with as many as
80 individuals in attendance on the
weekends. There were individuals
who made their decision to keep the
Sabbath and be baptized.

Follow-up meetings were
planned, and another meeting is in
progress during the writing of this
article. Pastor Romanof, pastor of
the Greenwood Church, invited this
group to meet in his church each Sab-
bath until they are strong enough to
have their own church building. Each
Sabbath, there are 20 to 30 individu-
als worshipping with this new church
company.

For some time, Southern Union
Native American ministries has also
had great interest in opening work



in Cherokee, North Carolina, and
planned a Culture Awareness Semi-
nar for October 2009 to evaluate the
interest.

On the first night of the seminar,
there were 11 individuals in atten-
dance. On the second night, there
were 12 in attendance, and on the
third night, there were 18 that came
to the meeting. What was impressive
was the acceptance that was demon-
strated from what was presented. In
this seminar, the Sabbath is presented
and compared to the native belief
of Sabbath-keeping that has been
recorded as early as 1775. Some of this
group openly committed to worship-
ping on the Sabbath when we opened
the worship service.

Oliver McKinney Jr., Southern
Union stewardship and children’s
ministries director, and ASI
Southern Union Chapter execu-
tive secretary/treasurer

The 15-day “Hope for Today
and Strength for Tomorrow” re-
vival/reaping meeting was held July
11-29, 2009, in Columbia, South
Carolina.

The meetings were held in the
Ephesus Church under the direction
of Horace Malone, pastor, and as-
sociates Darius McCarthy and DaRon
Barfield. Several were baptized. One
person mentioned that, “I never

thought that
God would
stop lov-
ing me ...
you see, I
came from
an abused
family. I
was violated
by family
and friends,
and became
pregnant at
age 13. 1 felt
dirty, lost,
and I never
knew what
true love and
caring was
about. But,
before the
father of my
baby died, I told him that he was
forgiven. The song that was sung
that night still rings in my ears, ‘Mar-
velous Grace of Our Loving Lord,’
grace that exceeds our sin and our
guilt.”

William Smith, Southern Union
Family Health Education Service
director

On August 2, 2009, the four-
week-long Amazing Facts Bible
Conference began in Bridgeport, Alb-
ama. Bible worker Anthony Williams

Peter DeVries, Southern Union Association assistant treasurer

A teen, three women, and five men volunteered to speak during the
meetings and excitedly presented their topics. An appeal was made for
baptisms, and individuals responded to prepare for baptism.

The speakers were Tom Carter, Southern Union trust services direc-
tor; Peter DeVries, Southern Union Association assistant treasurer; Vincent
Dale; Hal Peggau, pastor; Philip Douglas; Juanita Douglas; Shelia Ar-
chibald; as well as Cecilia Vincent and Gary Tunis who are not pictured.

William Smith, Southern Union Conference Family Health Education
Service director, rejoices with Tieashia Bynum as she is baptized dur-
ing the Bible School he conducted in Stevenson, Alabama.

prepared the soil by conducting Bible
studies and passing out food bags
three weeks prior to the meetings.

The Lord blessed us twice with
a free meeting place. Singing evan-
gelist Reginald Oates opened and
closed the meetings with inspir-
ing songs. John Jones, pastor, gave
motivational health and temperance
nuggets nightly, and the big screen
was used to cover the Amazing Facts
14-series course in a question-and-
answer format. There was an average
of 20 people attending nightly, which
included 12 visitors.

A baptism service was held Au-
gust 29, 2009, at the Mount of Olives
Church in Stevenson. It is reported
that the new members are on fire for
the Lord, already using their gifts to
edify the Church, and are bringing
visitors to weekly services.

Conrad L. Gill, Southern Union
director of education, and Gene
Brewer, Southern Union training
development specialist

From August 16 to September
12, 2009, this team co-presented a
“ShareHim” evangelistic series at the
Diamond Lakes Elementary School
in Hephzibah, Georgia, a suburb of
Augusta, Georgia. The series was
sponsored by the Ebenezer Church,
and supported by Augusta First
Church.

Opening night featured a gos-
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Free Community
Gospel Program

Southern Union education staff, Conrad L. Gill and Gene Brewer, beld evangelistic meet-

ings at the Diamond Lakes Elementary School in Hepbhzibah, Georgia.

pel concert by Larry Ford, Gaither
recording artist, who tailored his
concert to fit the evening message.

On the third Sabbath of the series,
individuals took their stand and joined
the Ebenezer Church through baptism.

R. Steven Norman III, Southern
Union communication director
and Soutbern Tidings editor

We conducted a Community
Bible Class in Evergreen, Alabama.
Evergreen is a small town with a
population of 1,600, and a Seventh-
day Adventist church which meets in
a tiny storefront. The pastor, Ronsard
Broussard, and four members, served
as Bible workers.

We averaged six visitors per night

R. Steven Norman III held a “Jesus is the
Answer Revival” at Your Bible Speaks
Church in Evergreen, Alabama.

8

Dennis Ross, Southern Union ministerial director, evangelism coordinator, and global missions director

“The Dawn of Hope” began on
July 11, 2009, on the edge of inner-city
Orlando, Florida. There were two tents
— one large tent for the adults, and
a smaller tent for the young people,
ages 5-13. Despite the fierce storms,
individuals came from all directions.

Many of the 324 children who
came were from the community, and

many community and church children
were baptized.

In the adult tent, we were sup-
ported by area pastors, vocalists, musi-
cians, technicians, and an awesome
community service team who provided
the community with free haircuts,
school backpacks, a job fair, and a
block party.

A young boy and his sister, who
attended the meetings with their Ad-
ventist grandmother, were instrumental
in winning their parents.

At the end of the meeting, numer-
ous individuals were added to the
churches, and more baptisms took
place in the churches following the
meetings.

Dennis and Jacquelyn Ross call their bearers to follow Christ in
baptism during the “Dawn of Hope Revival” in Orlando, Florida.
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Many raised. their hands in response to Dennis Ross’ preaching
during the “Dawn of Hope Revival” in Orlando, Florida.



9 to Novem-

ber 7, we used
the “ShareHim”
series. We started

to keep the Sabbath.” McCall was
happy to support her daughter’s deci-
sion, and consented to bring her to
church on Sabbath! 4

Ronsard Broussard, pastor of Your Bible Speaks Church in Ever-
green, Alabama, baptizes Suzanne Williams.

when we began on September 26,
2009. Every night the visitors respond-
ed to God’s appeal. On Sabbath,
October 3, we completed the second
week with individuals ready for the
first baptism.

Kevin James, Southern Union
public affairs and religious liberty
associate director

The dates for our meetings were
October 2-17, 2009. Ten individuals
came at first, including a couple who
had been watching Doug Batchelor
on 3ABN (Three Angels Broadcasting
Network), and they brought six visi-
tors with them. Others came later, and
about 50 people attended the light
supper we served before the message
one night.

Two teens came with their grand-
father, and wanted to be involved
with church. They both indicated that
they accepted Jesus as their Savior
after the evening’s meeting.

A chaplain over a small congre-
gation in the area wants to attend
church on Sabbath, and shared what
he has learned with the people he
oversees every Sunday. It appears that
some of the individuals will eventu-
ally join the ranks of God’s command-
ment-keeping Church within the next
few weeks and months.

It’s a privilege to share the love of
Christ!

Bill Beckworth, Southern Union
Home Health Education Service
director

Our meetings were from October

in the Winder,
Georgia, Com-
munity Center
with a total of 70
visitors attending
at various times,
and transferred to
Auburn Church for
the last week.

Individuals
came forward dur-
ing the November
1 altar call. On
Sabbath, Novem-
ber 7, the first baptism was held, and
others responded to the call made by
the pastor after baptism.

The man who opened the com-
munity center for us each evening
heard every lecture and has attended
the Auburn Church once, and said he
will come back.

Some of the church members who
were not clear on some of the Adven-
tist doctrinal beliefs benefited from this
series as well.

A children’s “ShareHim” program
paralleled the adult subjects each
evening. Some of the children have
already expressed interest in being
baptized.

Diane Ruff, Southern Union as-
sociate for elementary education
director

Twenty-eight students at the
Montgomery, Alabama, Bethany
Christian Academy attended a three-
week “Truth for Youth” after-school
evangelistic meeting. At the conclu-
sion, there were decisions for bap-
tism, and other students shared their
parents’ support of their decision to
become members of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Ninety percent of
Bethany Christian Academy students
are not from Adventist homes. How-
ever, more than 50 percent of the
student body attended the meetings.

Minnie McCall states that her
daughter “Timia had been taught
and trained by Adventists since she
was five years old. It was no surprise
when she announced that she wanted

Dennis Millburn, Southern
Union undertreasurer and Bob-
bie Millburn Southern Union
circulation manager for the
Soutbern Tidings

Our first series was March
13-21, 2009, in Panama. Juan, an
alcoholic walking on a country
road, was asked by a young girl
if he would like to attend some
meetings at the Vigia Company in
rural Panama. He attended, learn-
ing new truths about the Lord and
the special message that we, as Ad-
ventists, hold. Juan was convinced
that the messages he heard were
true and from the Bible. When an
appeal was made, Juan accepted
the invitation to give up his alcohol
and become a member. He arrived
early for the remaining meetings
with a beaming smile and a helpful
attitude.

On the last day of our meet-
ings, we had the joy of seeing
Juan baptized with other individu-
als. Later, more individuals gave
their hearts to the Lord and were
baptized.

Our second meeting was from
June 5 to 27, at Hendersonville,
Tennessee, Church. The Lord
blessed with baptisms, and we
plan to make this an annual effort.

Indian women and youth parade in
costumes, and shared gifis from the
Vigia Company on the last night of the
meetings Dennis and Bobbie Millburn
conducted in Panama.
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Mention stewardship, and many
Christians cringe. They are afraid that
someone is going to ask them to give
more money.

In reality it is not someone, but
Someone, who is doing the asking,
and money is the least of what He
wants. He asks for everything a person
has and is. He wants it all dedicated to
His cause on Earth.

Somewhere along the line the
word “stewardship” got all tangled up
with simply money. You've heard the
comments, and so have 1. Whenever
the church budget runs low, someone
usually pipes up, “Let’s have a steward-
ship campaign. That'll raise the funds!”

But, stewardship isn’t about
money. It’s about a relationship, a trust
relationship between the Creator and
His creation.

To believe in stewardship is to
affirm that God exists. And to af-
firm God’s existence is to believe in
stewardship. They are inextricably tied
together, for at the basis of all steward-
ship is the fact that God exists and that
He is Creator (Genesis 1:1), Owner
(Psalms 24:1), Sustainer (Hebrews 1:3;
Acts 17:28), and Redeemer (Psalms
19:14) of us and the entire Universe.

With this understanding, Adventist
Christians see humans as simply stew-
ards, or managers for God of all that
He entrusts to us while we exist on
Earth. That includes our time, talents,
physical and mental health, material
possessions, and environment.

Culture has done well in con-
ditioning even Christians to equate
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success with the acquisition of money,
material possessions, power, and pres-
tige — unapologetic self-centeredness
at its best! The natural consequence is
Christians who begin to paint pictures
of God with brushes tainted by selfish
agendas. They sometimes view God as
“a gigantic cosmic bellhop whose sole
duty it is to indulge our desires, spare
us inconveniences, and ensure our
success in every venture.”

Nothing, however, could be more
antithetical, more diametrically op-
posed to the biblical portrayal of God
and of the radically different life He
calls His followers to pursue. The
world even laughs at the seemingly
outrageous call of God for Christians to
live a life of giving.

But, what is a paradox to the
world, God says makes good sense.
He says that when we lose our life
in service to God, we will truly find
it (Luke 9:24). Paul even asks us to
become a sacrifice for God, a living
sacrifice. “T appeal to you . . . to pres-
ent your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual worship” Romans 12:1.

Does that mean that God doesn’t
want us to have any fun, any happi-
ness, or reach our individual potential
in life? Of course not! God is intensely
interested in our personal growth and
happiness. But He suggests that His
followers will not pursue personal hap-
piness as their goal. Rather, they will
pursue a life of service on His behalf
— motivated by the great sacrifice of
Christ’s life on the cross. That certainly
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doesn’t extinguish happiness, but says
that it always comes “as the unex-
pected surprise of a life lived in service
(see Matthew 25:31-40).

Instead of being autonomous
selves “doing our own thing,” we are
called to be surrendered selves living
totally under His Lordship in communi-
ties of shared life. And instead of being
acquisitive selves striving and compet-
ing for our own selfish gain, God calls
us to be servant selves who put the
needs of others before our own (see
Romans 12:10).

As one Christian professor warned:
“Nothing is more dangerous than to
live out the will of God in today’s
contemporary world. It changes your
whole . . . lifestyle.” It sure does. And
it has completely changed how Sev-
enth-day Adventists view the resources
that God entrusts to each of us — we
choose to be faithful, responsible stew-
ards for God for all His resources.

Christians are Christ’s ambassadors,
and I believe that God has entrusted
Seventh-day Adventists with a spe-
cial end-time message for the world’s
inhabitants — the three angels’ message
of Revelation 14:12. We are to proclaim
the everlasting Gospel that calls all
people to worship God, to keep His
commandments, and to hold the faith.

As this year draws to a close, let us
give an account of thy (our) steward-
ship and answer the question, “How
much owest thou unto the Lord” Luke
16:2, 5. We are partners with God. We
manage, but God owns. Let’s prove
God. %
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\When Cory Goodwin, a senior
animation major at Southern Adven-
tist University, got the idea to paint a
three-story wall mural of the Second
Coming on a building in Thailand, he
didn’t realize how much of a witness

it would turn out to be.

A Simple Idea

Not long into his time as a
student missionary for the Seventh-
day Adventist Language School
in Bangkok, Thailand, Goodwin
noticed a three-story building on a
corner with one blank side. Having
had some experience with paint-
ing wall murals in high school, he
wanted to paint something color-
ful and uplifting to brighten up the
neighborhood.

Alongside fellow Southern stu-
dent missionary and animation ma-
jor Robin George, Goodwin found
inspiration in a series of paintings
done years before by a well-known
Thai artist of Bible scenes. The
paintings had been commissioned
by a Christian missionary, but were
controversial at the time and not
widely distributed. When Goodwin
saw the Thai artist’s rendition of
the Second Coming, with the verse
John 3:16 in the center, he knew he
wanted to recreate it on the wall.

A Chance to Witness
During the following month-and-
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a-half, Goodwin worked almost every
day on the mural, despite setbacks
with heavy rains and often running
out of supplies. He soon found that
painting the mural gave him many
chances to interact with local Thai
people who were curious about what
he was doing, and would often come
by to bring him fruit and water and
ask him questions about Jesus and
the Bible. Despite the fact that he
was working
in the middle
of a primar-
ily Buddhist
neighborhood,
he found the
people to be
very encourag-
ing, giving him
many chances
to share his
beliefs with

them.

Forl Painting the mural gave
Goodwin, chance to talk with Thai
working on love.

the mural also

gave him a chance to witness through
his actions. When the students from
the Seventh-day Adventist Language
School were on break from classes,
they would often go out to see the
progress on the mural, and their
teacher would explain to them about
Jesus and the scene of the Second
Coming.
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Being a Miss1onary

During his experience with the
wall mural, Goodwin was able to see
the value of coming from a Christian
university in preparing him to be a
missionary.

“My time at Southern put my
focus on Jesus,” says Goodwin. “It
showed me the importance of art and
the connection with God, and how
it makes a difference to recognize
where artistic tal-
ent comes from.
It all comes from
God.”

Being able
to put his artistic
skills to work
for God was
not something
Goodwin had
expected going
into his time as a
student mission-
ary, but he has
come to believe
that God is able
to use what you
have to give no matter where you are.

“It’s not about what I can do, but
it’s about what God can do through
me,” Goodwin says. “God can use
you to do whatever, as long as you
are willing.” #

Jennifer Meyer is a senior public
relations major at Southern Adventist
University.

Cory Goodwin a
locals about God’s
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BY STEFANIE JOHNSON, YVETTE SALIBA, AND KATIE SHAW

Painting with precision gives Primrose Center a face-lift.

In I Corinthians 12, Paul de-
scribes a single body which is made
up of every individual human being
on Earth, moving together toward a
common goal.

It is this image that inspired 178
faculty and staff members at Florida
Hospital College of Health Sciences
(FHCHS) in Orlando, Florida, to
spend a day volunteering together in
one location — moving as one body
to make a difference in their com-
munity.

Dave Greenlaw, Florida Hospital College
president, lends a hand.
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The day of service was the
capstone to the annual campus pre-
week events. The theme of pre-week
— “Preparing Us to Serve Humanity”
(P.U.S.H.) — provided a time for the
faculty and staff to refocus, recharge,
and prepare for the coming school
year.

Focusing on
Healthcare as Min-
istry, P.U.S.H. Week
2009 activities were
designed to re-dedicate
the College com-
munity to the goal of
preparing healthcare
professionals who are
committed to be-
ing God’s hands to
those they serve. Two
days of presentations,
interactive-activities,
and digging into the
Scriptures were capped
by the day of service.
Primrose Center, a not-for-profit
organization, provides therapy, job
opportunities, and a variety of daily
support services to 400 adults with
developmental disabilities.

“At the very core of healthcare
is the opportunity to reveal the

character of God by the attitude and
actions displayed and performed by
the caregiver,” said David Greenlaw,
D.Min., president of the College.
“Primrose was one of the best collec-
tive College family outings we have
ever experienced.”

Taking a break, new friendships were formed and memo-
ries made.

Each person from the College
participated in one of nearly 20 activ-
ities, from baking cookies to painting
walls to playing basketball with the
Primrose clients. Everyone worked
together that day. The president of
the College helped make crafts, the



chair of the department of health and
biomedical sciences twirled a woman
in a wheelchair in the music room,
and the vice president for operations
worked with other staff from the
College to grill lunch for all of the
clients.

Terri Roche, student accounts
manager, was one of the leaders in
the music room. “I saw one man
with a couple of sticks in his hands,
and he was making music with those
sticks,” Roche remembered. “His face
was lit up with joy, and he hung
onto those sticks the entire time,
making sweet music. That simply
warmed my heart to see that he felt
so happy, so a part of what was go-
ing on in that group.”

As the day drew to a close, Meg
Quinlivan, chief development officer
at Primrose, pulled one of the faculty
members aside and said, “People
come to volunteer here all the time,

At
e

but they would much prefer to clean
bathrooms or organize files than
actually physically interact with our
clients. Your group is the first group
to actually touch the residents.” A
letter sent to the College by Primrose
staff after the event expressed grate-
fulness: “You didn’t just provide an
opportunity for play, you played with
us. You didn’t bring us cookies, you
baked them with us. The individuals
felt your love and happiness.”

The service event was orga-
nized by Tia Hughes, chair of the
department of occupational therapy
assistant (OTA), and Vicki Case, a
program faculty member.

“Every face I encountered had
the biggest, brightest smile, com-
mented Beth Quinones, administra-
tive assistant for the department of
nursing. I laughed that day ... a lot. I
went in hoping to make a difference
in somebody’s life, but it was I who

Many Florida Hospital College volunteers worked together to beautify the grounds.

left changed. Best day at work, ever!”

At the end of the day, each
person was invited to sign a commit-
ment statement, which will hang at
Florida Hospital College to remind
the campus family of our promise to
our God, to each other, and to our
students.

“Serving others has nothing to
do with being servile,” commented
Deena Slockett, associate profes-
sor for the department of radiologic
sciences. “It has to do with being a
human being among other human
beings. It is nothing heroic. In fact,
it’s very un-dramatic. Using actions
instead of words, and simply loving
others as Jesus would: our time at
Primrose allowed us to let our guard
down, let our true spirits shine, and
BE in the moment — nothing more,
nothing less.” %

Florida Hospital College
of Health Sciences Commit-
ment: We will live Healthcare
as Ministry using our hands
to do God’s work, to exceed
expectations, to help even if
the problem is not ours, to be-
lieve in spite of doubts, and
to serve with joy. Our com-
mitment is more than words,
so we will now go and do
likewise.

Creating crafts was a highlight of the day.
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Flat Rock school

HE 1S TELLING
THE TRUTH

BY TOM CARTER

The Douglasville, Georgia,
Church celebrated 100-plus years
of Adventist history on October 24,
2009. The church service consisted of
three members, Tom Carter, Martha
Woods, and Natalie Thames, telling
of how the church started, and the
many events that formed the history
of the church.

In 1892, a Seventh-day Adventist
evangelist, W. A. McCutcheon with
his wife and three-year-old daughter
came to Douglasville. They heard that
the Vansant family had a building
they allowed any church group to use
for meetings. McCutcheon asked and
was granted permission to use the
building. Everything went well until
he presented the Sabbath message.

The men of the community,
including John Vansant, contrived
to drive him out of town with rotten
eggs and tomatoes in the middle of
his talk. What they had not counted
on was 5-foot-2 Lou Vansant (John’s
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wife) who
stood up and
said, “You
are not going
to do it; he
is telling the
truth.” Quickly
the men left,
including
John, who
pretended
to be asleep
when Lou re-
turned home.
Lou Vansant
was the only
one to join the
church from
the meetings.
Later, four
of their 12 children were to become
Seventh-day Adventists. Soon a
school was started by Irving Vansant
for the community on Bright Star
Road. The exact date of the start of

Jobn Vansant

Lou Vansant

the Adventist church is not known,
but the Bright Star property was
turned over to the church sometime
before 1913. In 1913 the church de-
cided that there should be an Adven-



Current school

tist school. The church was renovated
where they partitioned the auditorium
into rooms for the school and added
a second floor for the church itself.

All went well for the church until
the mid-1930’s when certain chal-
lenges arose resulting in the closing
of both the church and the school.
The remaining members were left no
choice but to go to Atlanta to attend
church. In 1963 a granddaughter of
Lou Vansant, Sarah Carter, and her
pastor-husband, Glenmore Carter,
retired in Douglasville with a vision
to restart the work of the church
in the community. They purchased
the First Methodist Church in Doug-
lasville, and organized with 43 charter
members.

June 3, 1974, was the ground-
breaking for the church in its current
location. On October 29, 1979, the
church was dedicated free from debt.

The first principal of the current
school, Johnny Powell, had taken
the students to the State of Georgia’s
Governor’s mansion where they met
the then governor and future Presi-
dent, Jimmy Carter.

In 2001 the junior/earliteen class
raised money from the church mem-
bers and their families so that they
could go on a mission trip to help
build a church for a community in
Mexico.

A special Veterans Day Sabbath
was held to welcome Congressional
Medal of Honor Winner, Desmond
T. Doss, and his wife, Francis. They
both attended and he shared his
testimony.

On December 20, 2008, the cur-

Douglasville, Georgia, school and church

rent pastor, Hal Peggau, and his wife,
Cyndra, joined to lead Douglasville.

A special dedication service for the
pastor and his wife was held, as well
as a special dedication for the congre-
gation.

For years the school’s gymna-
sium was used as the fellowship hall.
The first Sabbath of every month a
fellowship lunch was planned. There
was a great need to have the gymna-
sium repaired, which was completed
in April 2009. Then in May a special
dedication service was held.

The gym was renamed to “Miles
and Ruth Kellogg Auditorium” on Oc-
tober 24, in honor of the hard work
the Kellogg
family had
done through
the years.
Miles Kellogg
was instru-
mental in the
construction
of the church,
school, and
gym.

Under the
leadership of
Peggau, and
with the help
of eight other
members,
an evange-
listic series,
“Revelation of Hope” by Mark Finley,
was held. The speakers for that
series were Hal Peggau, pastor, Peter
DeVries, Tom Carter, Cecelia Vincent,
Vincent Dale, Shelia Archibald, Gary
Tunis, and Philip and Juanita Doug-

las.

We are not to think that the
Douglasville Church was founded
on anyone’s human ingenuity. We
are told plainly, “Let not man seek to
fasten minds to himself. God is the
Founder of His church... To the end
of time, Christ is to be first” Letter
39, March 2, 1902, Ellen G. White to
Elder E. E. Franke, an evangelist.

The members believe it was
Christ who was directing in the
founding of the church in Doug-
lasville. It is also Christ who sus-
tained them through the years. They
believe it is also true of the three
other churches in the Douglasville

Hal Peggau, pastor, dedication

area: Heritage Seventh-day Adventist
Church, New Jerusalem Seventh-day
Adventist Church, and Philadel-
phia French Seventh-day Adventist
Church. 4
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Georgia-Cumberland Feature

A number of Georgia-Cumberland
Conference employees have been get-
ting their exercise by participating in
marathons, triathlons, and community
races.

Albert Handal

Albert Handal, associate pastor
for the Calhoun, Ga., Church, recently
completed the Louisville [ronman
Triathlon. The race is 140.6 miles,
including 2.4 miles of swimming, 112
miles of biking, and 26.2 miles run-
ning. He finished in 12 hours, 47
minutes, and 48 seconds.

Kevin Becker, associate pastor
for the Collegedale, Tenn., Com-
munity Church, and Josh Woods,
assistant pastor at the Conyers, Ga.,
Church, both completed the Au-
gusta Half Ironman triathlon. The
70.3-mile race includes a 1.2-mile
swim in the Savannah River, a 56-
mile bike ride, and a 13.1-mile run.
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SUBMITTED BY ALBERT HANDAL

Paula Elkins

Woods finished with the time 5:42:20,
and Becker finished with 5:57:17.

Paul Hoover and Rick Greve, who
are both regional ministerial directors,
ran in the Marine Corps Marathon
(26.2 miles) in Washington, D.C., on
October 25, with 21,000 other partici-
pants. Their wives, Patty and Denel,
both participated in the Marine Corps
Marathon 10k (6 miles).

Paula Elkins, office receptionist
at Georgia-Cumberland Conference,
placed first in her age division in the
5k Unity Run in Calhoun, on Sep-
tember 29. She also ran the Susan G.
Komen Race for the Cure 5k in Chat-
tanooga, Tenn., September 27, placing
first in her age division. There were
7,500 runners, 500 who were breast
cancer survivors. Elkins placed fifth
overall in the survivor group.

It takes a lot of work to prepare
for events like these. Why do they do
it and how do they stay motivated?

Elkins is a four-year cancer sur-
vivor. “The healthier I am, the less
chance I have for a recurrence,” she
says. “I also do it because I enjoy exer-
cise and feel great.”

“I signed up for this event to give
myself a goal,” says Becker. “When I
was tempted to sleep in or be lazy, 1
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Paul Hoover

Rick Greve (left) and

P

Kevin Becker

would force myself to get up or run in
the rain.”

Woods has been doing triathlons
for about five years. “It not only helps
you to be physically healthy, but it also
helps your mental health. It is a great
break from the daily grind.”

“T just feel so much more alive,
alert, and able to take on the challeng-
es of life,” says Greve. “I am thank-
ful for the strength God gives me to
participate in physical fitness activities.
It adds value to my life.”

Hoover has been running for five
years. “It is an act of worship as
my body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit, and T want to live a life of
wellness and wholeness as a testi-

Handal says one of the ben-
efits he enjoys is being able to mo-
tivate others through his actions.
“Having a healthy body is one of
2 the quickest ways to experience
God-given joy and happiness on a
regular basis.” %

MITTED BY RICK GREVI

DAVID L. SMITH
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From Athens, Alabama, to Tanza-
nia, in central east Africa, ShareHim
evangelism is on the move. It all
began in the summer of 2008 when
Anthony Quintanilla and Rachel
Pankey caught the vision for mis-
sion service. It was about the same
time that Anthony was preparing for
baptism in the Athens Church.

Anthony and Rachel had been
friends and neighbors for a number
of years. In fact, it was through the
Pankey family that Anthony had
come to know this last-day message.
Following a Revelation Seminar,
Anthony was baptized in October of
2008. During this same time-frame,
he and Rachel became acquainted
with Chris Holland from Atlanta.

It was Chris Holland’s passion
for evangelism and stories of his own
missionary crusade experiences that
provided the spark that stimulated
further action. Anthony and Rachel
signed up on the ShareHim website
and began receiving emails from
David Dobias. With Rachel’s nursing
experience and Anthony’s informa-
tion technology (IT) experience,
Dobias assured them their services
were needed. They began saving
their money, and for the most part
funded their own mission trip. To
further their preparation, they at-
tended one of Don Shelton’s “Share-
Him Boot Camps” in March 2009,
and made plans to leave on June 16
— three months later. They learned
they were to support Polina Kadatska
from Andrews University, who would
be the speaker for their group.

Upon arrival, Anthony was im-
mediately put to work uploading 30
computers with shortened preach-
ing notes, a Jesus video, and nightly
health talks. Rachel’s responsibility
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was to deliver
health talks
each evening.
Their great-
est challenge
proved to be
the electricity
glitches. But,
they learned
to improvise
and make

do with their
notes when
necessary.
Because of
the electricity
challenges,
Anthony’s

job was more
than full time.
Rachel not
only delivered
health talks,
but as an RN aided in the dispensary,
told children’s stories, helped with
special music, and participated in a
shoe ministry.

They both learned that what
might be expected in the U.S. was
quite different from Tanzania. Where-
as we might expect our largest at-
tendance to be during the meetings’
opening nights, in Tanzania they
started small, but crowds swelled as
the meetings continued. At the end
of four weeks, they had approxi-
mately 47 baptisms and others still
studying.

Since returning to Athens, An-
thony and Rachel have continued to
witness. Throughout the summer
they spoke at churches and shared
mission stories during Sabbath
School services. Thirteenth Sabbath
projects have taken on new meaning.
They understand the needs and urge

-
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hrist in Tanzania

BY SANDRA PRICE

The evangelism team stands in the lobby of the Isanga, Tanzania
Church: interpreter Patrick Manga (left), Polina Kadatska, interpret-
er Maotola Lumbe, Rachel Pankey, and Anthony Quintanilla.

members to support the world work.

They came away with a sense
of awe of how rich we as Americans
are with so many goods and services
at our fingertips. They also saw first
hand God’s protective power when
one of the crusade team members
had a heart attack right before they
were to leave. God put into place
every avenue for saving the victim’s
life, even in a remote area with
sparse resources.

When asked if they would go
on another mission trip, they both
answered with an unequivocal “yes.”
They stated, “We need to be mindful
there is a lot of work to be done in
outside countries. Not everyone has
yet heard the Gospel, and we need
to keep it on the forefront of our
minds that there are people who still
need this “blessed hope.” %
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BY MICHAEL HARPE

At the closing ceremony, the prayer requests were set ablaze as prayers went up for them to be answered.

It was the first. Generally, when
men come together, it’s for meet-
ings, for sports events, or car shows,
etc. But imagine this, men gathering
together, and many traveling from
great distances, men
coming together to
pray. Yes! “I know
the Lord is coming
now,” someone said.
A little more than 250
men came together
for prayer in Oden-
ville, Alabama.

Odenville We
had not heard of this
place before now;
however, we who
were there will never
forget it. It was at this
place “that prayer was
want to be made.”
The total registered
for the Summit was
253, and several men came from the
nearby Birmingham area on Sabbath,
swelling the numbers to about 300.

Men came to uplift their hearts,

TIDINGS « December 2009

Benjamin Browne, former
South Central president,
greets the men who came
Sfor the first Praying Men’s
Summit.

prayers, and praises to God Almighty.
Former president Benjamin Browne
was present to see the thrust he
started during his presidency fulfilled,
men coming together to pray. Roy
Rugless, Conference
prayer ministries direc-
tor, agreed that it was a
glorious sight. We were
visited by the presence
of the Holy Ghost. Real
men became vulnerable
to the impressions of
God’s Spirit. Men became
broken for Jesus. It was
exhilarating, rejuvenating,
and life-changing. Men
were released from the
bondage of the enemy.
They left with the tools
and armor, to continue
the battle, knowing the
victory has already been
Tim Allston of Hunts-
ville, Alabama, reflected on the 1,000
Praying Men’s Summit: “T was glad to
have been one of the 253 South Cen-
tral Conference men — along with

the continuously-praying circle of
eight women, nearby — who allowed
God to break us down emotionally
and spiritually at the denomination’s
first-ever 1,000 Praying Men Summit.
We're now better equipped to assume
our God-ordained priesthood in our
homes, workplaces, and churches.
We're each tasked with role-modeling
a baptism of the Holy Spirit, praying
specifically for those attendees who
revealed (some for the first time, pub-
licly) closeted shame and abuses; and
then, returning next year with two to
three other brothers!”

Dana Edmond, Conference presi-
dent, said this was a good way to be-
gin his ministry as president of South
Central, and we have to continue
this next year. Many thanked God,
applauded the idea, and committed
to going home telling the story and
bringing back 1,000 men or more next
year. The 1,000 Praying Men Sum-
mit was God’s success for the South
Central men. #



Roy Rugless (left), Conference prayer ministries director, prays Bernie Anderson (left), author and presenter of “Breaking the
with Dennis Smith, author and presenter of “Baptism of Holy Silence,” shares an illustration as Roy Rugless assists him.
Spirit” during the Summit. ’ '

Jobn S. Nixon Sr. (left), D.Min., senior pastor of Collegedale This was a spiritually charged moment when all the men’s bearts
Church, Collegedale, Tennessee, and Sabbat ship speaker; were focused on one individual’s need. All were drawn near in

Dana Edmond, South Central Conference president; and Philip support of a burting brother. Everyone at that moment offered
Palmer, Conference treasurer, sing during worship. intercessory prayers for bim.

Smiling men — exbilarated and rejuvenated — were ready to go home and tell the story to bring back 1,000 men or more next year.
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What do a
former million-
aire mobster and
a beautiful, deaf,
former Miss
America have in
common? They
love the Lord,
and both have
been featured
speakers at
Gordon Hos-
pital’s Annual
Prayer Breakfast
program.

Held each
year on the
National Day

Twe or Moere Are

Former mob boss Don Michael Franzese spoke
at the 2008 Prayer Breakfast sponsored by
Gordon Hospital. His story riveted the crowd
as he told how God lifted bim from despair

were just getting
too large,” says
Weber. “We had
resisted moving
it outside of a
church, but we
were bursting

at the seams, so
we contacted

the Sonoraville
Recreation
Center, which is
the local county
recreation center.
They have been
wonderful to
work with, and it
is an ideal loca-

of Prayer, the
Prayer Break-
fast is an extension of the ongoing
mission of Gordon Hospital to extend
the healing ministry of Christ. Gordon
Hospital in Calhoun, Georgia, is a
member of Adventist Health System,
and is the only faith-based hospital
located in northwest Georgia.

“When you talk to people who
visit or are patients here, we always
tell them that something is different at
Gordon, but they don’t believe it until
they experience it,” says Pete Weber,
president and CEO of Gordon Hos-
pital. “I's not something that you can
put your finger on, but it's something
that you can definitely feel. We know
that it is God’s love and presence in
everything we do.”

One of the big things that the
hospital does is the annual Prayer
Breakfast program.

The event, which boasts approxi-
mately 500 attendees each year, has
outgrown all the local church fellow-
ship halls.

“A couple of years ago, we had
to change the venue because we

20 TIDINGS « December 2009

and turned him into a new man.

tion for an event
like this.”

The event is planned by a com-
mittee year-round. The committee re-
views comments from previous years,
and looks to those comments to make
the Prayer Breakfast better and to dis-
cover whom the audience might like
to see as a future speaker.

The Prayer Breakfast is a large
commitment on behalf of the hospital
to not only plan, but to offer at no
charge.

“It is not an inexpensive event to
host, but it is a truly worthwhile one.
It is our gift to the community, and I
think that the people who come are
blessed by the experience, and that is
the ultimate gift,” says Weber.

During the course of the last
seven years, the Prayer Breakfast has
featured dynamic speakers such as
evangelist David Ring; Miss America
Heather Whitestone; and Cheryl
McGuiness, wife of American Airlines
Flight 11 co-pilot Tom McGuiness,
whose plane was the first to hit the
World Trade Center on September 11,
2001. Also giving testimonies were
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Evelyn Husband, whose husband,
Rick, was the shuttle commander of
Columbia that broke apart on re-entry
on February 1, 2003; Al Mead, a gold
and silver Paralympic athlete, pastor,
and motivational speaker; Christian
businesswoman Kathleen Jackson;
nationally known Christian singer
Wintley Phipps; and most recently,
former mob boss Michael Franzese.

“Since the event began, it has
evolved and become a time of fellow-
ship, prayer, and spiritual growth,”
says Weber. “We know that God is
with us on that day as we pray and
worship Him. We know it to be true
because in Matthew 18:20 it states,
‘For where two or more are gathered
together in My name, there I Am in
the midst of them.” #

Kim Brazell is director of marketing
and public relations at Gordon Hospital.

When the Space Shuttle Columbia broke
apart just minutes before its scheduled re-
turn to Earth on February 1, 2003, Ameri-
ca lost seven heroes. Evelyn Husband, wife
of Columbia's commander Rick Husband,
lost much more — the love of ber life, the
Jatber of ber children, the backbone of ber
Jamily. She captivated the audience with
ber story of faith and survival after this
terrible tragedy.
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Takoma Reglonal Upgrades Mammography System

Takoma Regional Hos-
pital, Greeneville, Tenn., re-
cently installed the Fujifilm
full-field digital mammog-
raphy system. This cutting-
edge technology will better
detect cancer for women
with dense breast tissue.

“This new equip-
ment will enable us to see
the tissue underneath the
breast and will help us save
more lives,” says Raymond
Kohne, M.D., medical direc-
tor of radiology at Takoma
Regional. “We want the best
possible images because
our patients’ lives are in our
hands, and this new ma-
chine will provide that.”

Similar to digital pho-
tography, this new system
offers the highest resolution
currently available. Higher

Takoma Regional Hospital
is committed to providing
patients with the best care.

resolution enables radiolo-
gists to see greater detail
within soft breast tissue,
and this produces a more
accurate diagnosis.

A major clinical study
funded by the National

Cancer Institute in 2006
showed that digital mam-
mography is more accurate
than conventional film-
screen mammography for
detecting breast cancer in
certain groups of women,
including women under 50
and pre- and peri-meno-
pausal women.

Digital mammography
is a superb tool for “find-
ing those cancers that are
hiding,” Kohne said. “And
if we can catch it early
enough, we can get a cure
for the patient — not a sur-
vival rate.”

Patients can expect
clearer images on their
mammograms.

“And that means less
radiation because we will
have less repeat mammo-

grams,” Kohne said. “We'll
be able to get clearer im-
ages the first time and won’t
have to reshoot them.”

Kohne said he is very
proud to provide digital
mammography to this com-
munity.

“The standard of care
in this town is amazing,”
he said, noting that he
moved here 10 years ago
from the Los Angeles area.
“You don’t have to leave
this community for excel-
lent healthcare. In fact, I
bring my parents here for
their healthcare from 1,000
miles away. And I do that
because I believe we have
outstanding healthcare right
here at home.”

—BY TINA CHUDINA

Transparency Improves Quality of Care

All five Florida Hospital
campuses in Volusia and
Flagler counties now dis-
play current quality of care
results on their websites.
Infection rates, mortality
rates, or what patients are
saying about the quality of
care they received during a
hospital stay are now avail-
able for the public to view
online.

“Quality is a priority
for Florida Hospital, and
we want the community to
quickly and effectively see
how their local hospitals
are doing,” said Daryl Tol,
chief executive officer for
Florida Hospital DeLand.

Currently, people can
visit third-party websites
— for example the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid

Services (CMS), Agency for
Health Care Administra-
tion (AHCA), and Hospital
Consumer Assessment of
Healthcare Providers and
Systems (HCAPS) — to
review hospital data. How-
ever, this information can
be nine to 12 months old
and difficult to find. Now,
patients will have easy
access to more cur-

rent data on hospital
websites.

“Taking ownership
means not only show-
ing success in meeting
or exceeding care stan-
dards, but also sharing
our stories of improve-
ment in each of the
facilities,” said Desiree
Magnant, executive
director of integrated

marketing, Florida Hospital.

Transparency such as
this is expected to make
dramatic improvements in
the ever-changing world of
healthcare. Florida Hospital
is committed to adapt to
change and meet the emo-
tional, spiritual, and physi-
cal needs of its patients.

Infection and mortality rates, as well as
patient feedback, are available on hospi-
tal websites.

“It’s important for
patients to have up-to-date
quality of care informa-
tion as they make deci-
sions about their medical
care. We want to partner
with our community to
continue to raise the level
of healthcare in our area,”
said Duane Price, clinical
effectiveness director
for Florida Hospital Me-
morial Medical Center/
Oceanside.

“We all have the
right to be informed,
especially when mak-
ing medical decisions.
This transparency will
help our patients make
better healthcare deci-
sions,” said Tol.

—BY LEWIS CLARK
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Carolina Women'’s Retreats Celebrate 20 Years

This year marked the
20th year of women’s re-
treats in the Carolina Con-
ference. And, the women
celebrated this milestone
with two fantastic events.

The first was the His-

panic Women’s Retreat,
a wonderful weekend
of spiritual rejuvenation

for the 200 women who
traveled to Nosoca Pines
Ranch in Liberty, S.C. Guest
speaker Benny Rodriguez
is the women’s ministries
director of the Venezuelan
Union Conference. One
woman found so much
hope and restoration, she
told her group, “I'm not

leaving without being bap-
tized.” On Sunday morn-
ing she entered the waters
of baptism with her new
sisters in Christ nearby.
The second retreat
was held in early Octo-
ber with the theme “The
Bridegroom Cometh,”
complete with an invitation
on Sabbath evening for
the Wedding Feast of the
Lamb. Well-known speaker
Philip Samaan, D.Min.,
presented a different take
on the purpose and destiny
from God. This
year, there was
a teen track
and outreach
in the commu-
nity designed
especially for
girls from ages
13 to 17. After
morning manna,

a hearty brunch, and final
words from Samaan on
Sunday, the women left
the gym singing “These are
the Days of Elijah.” Many
walked to the street outside
as King Jesus came down
the hill and rode in front of
them with his white robe
on a white horse.

Their prayer is that
the women will be drawn
closer to Jesus in the com-
ing year.

—BY JACQUIE PINDER AND

DEBBIE RAPP
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Carolina Men’s Ministries Goes On the Air

Minner Labrador,
senior pastor of the Sharon
Church in Charlotte, N.C.,
spent this summer develop-
ing his long-time vision for
a men’s television show.
Unprecedented in Adventist
media, authors, counselors,
and experts discuss issues
affecting men in today’s
society.

Labrador, director of
men’s ministries for the
Carolina Conference and
coordinator of men’s minis-
tries in the North American
Division, serves as creator
and host of this television
program. Called “Old Man
New Man,” it is based on
the verse in 2 Corinthians
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5:17 that “if anyone is in
Christ he is a new creation,
the old has gone, the new
has come!” He worked
with producer and director
Kris Allen, also a mis-

RMAAM

sion segment producer for
ShareHim and Quiet Hour
Ministries.

This television program
focuses on how single
men, fathers, and husbands
can gain personal freedom
and achievement in mar-
riage, parenting, finances,
sexual integrity, health, and
more.

Labrador
believes the
best way to
win men and
their families
for Christ,
is to enter
their homes
through tele-
vision and ra-

mn
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dio. He stated that “When a
man comes to Christ, over
90 percent of the time the
whole family follows.”

In the Charlotte
area the program may be
viewed locally every Sun-
day at midnight on station
WAXN 64. National and
internationally the program
may be viewed on the
Hope Channel beginning in
January. Hope Channel is
carried on Direct TV, chan-
nel 368.

You can learn more
about this television pro-
gram by visiting www.
oldmannewman.com.

—BY JACQUIE PINDER



Caroling WL

Virginia Boone Honored With Building Dedication

7

A special member of
the Asheville, N.C., North
Church was honored on
the opening day of the
Western North Carolina
(WNC) Mountain State Fair.
On September 11, 2009, a
beautiful new building at
the WNC Agricultural Center
Fairgrounds was dedicated
to Virginia C. Boone.

It was fitting that Boone
was born in a log cabin.
Now her name appears on
the huge sign outside the
impressive log Mountain
Heritage Center. The post
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and beam structure, con-
taining vast and much-need-
ed exhibit space for the
arts and crafts native to the
area and a large commercial
kitchen, will also serve as a
multi-purpose building.
Boone, now in her late
90’s, has hand-braided rugs
for more than 60 years. Her
rugs have been shown at
the North Carolina State Fair
as well as the WNC Moun-
tain State Fair in Asheville,
and have found homes in
all 50 states and several for-
eign countries. Many pro-

ceeds from her sales have
lovingly gone to her home
church’s building fund. She
has used the exposure at
the fairs to promote her
love of the Lord, and enjoys
the opportunity to witness
and hand out hundreds of
books and literature.

When Tryon, N.C,,
pastor Arthur Gibbs and
his family went in the new
building to see the crafts,
Boone was there in the
foyer showing her hand-
made rugs. Gibbs noticed
some Adventist literature

near her rugs, and saw that
the Discover Bible School
interest cards had her
personal address on them.
Here she was giving out
tracts at 94-years-old!

She said, “I have been
doing this for years, and
never have asked anyone
if it’s ok, but they don’t say
anything.” Now that her
name is on the $7 million
building, it’s unlikely any-
one will!

Pride and excitement
showed on her face as she
had the honor of cutting the
ribbon at the dedication cer-
emony attended by many
dignitaries and attendees.
But, most importantly, her
many loving friends, family
members, and church mem-
bers were there to support
this special woman.

—BY FLORIE ROGERS

Arden Church Opens Community Center

- ni

The members of the
Arden Church had been
thinking and praying about
building a community life
center since they purchased
additional property in 1992.
On August 23, 2009, they
realized their dream, and
dedicated their new Arden
Community Life Center to
Christ by meeting the needs
of the community.

In 2003, Jim Hakes,
pastor, came to the Arden
Church and caught the vi-
sion. The church was being
blessed with an increase of
young families with chil-
dren, expanding the size

of Sabbath School classes,
Pathfinders, and Adventurer
Clubs. The need for class-
room space, an updated
kitchen, and a larger fellow-
ship room was becoming
apparent.

The challenge was that
there was a mountain on
the building site. A miracle
came in the form of a local
contractor who removed
the mountain and did the
grading in exchange for the
removed dirt. When God’s

people prayed for God to
“move a mountain,” He liter-
ally did!

Plans were finalized,

Arden pastor Jim Hakes (second from left) and Conference presi-
dent Jim Davidson, along with other church officials, dedicate

the new center.

and funds were raised us-
ing the campaign theme:
“NOT EQUAL GIVING BUT
EQUAL SACRIFICE.” The
church soon hired a contrac-
tor, and today they have

a finished Community Life
Center.

The Arden Church
views this experience as a
shining reminder of what
God can do when His
people pray, dream, and
faithfully sacrifice in order to
advance His cause.

—BY OWEN SPENCER
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Re-elected to lead Florida
Conference: Mike Cauley (left),
president; Carmen Rodriguez,
executive secretary; and Duane
Rollins, treasurer.

Mike Cauley, president;
Carmen Rodriquez, execu-
tive secretary; and Duane
Rollins, treasurer, were
re-elected September 27
to lead Florida Conference
during the 2009-2011 trien-
nium. Delegates voiced
their affirming votes at the
69th Regular Constituency
Meeting held on the cam-
pus of Forest Lake Acad-
emy in Apopka, Fla.

“Thank you for the
privilege of being able
to serve you,” responded
Cauley to the 768 del-
egates after they acted on
the recommendation of
Josie Oates, secretary of
the nominating committee.
“Florida Conference is a
Spirit-empowered Confer-
ence of men, women, and
young people. God has a
powerful anointing of His
Spirit to pour out upon His
people as we begin this
new triennium.”

The session’s theme,
“Creating a Culture For
the Commission,” pro-
vided a backdrop for the
Conference’s commitment
to move its nearly 60,000
members from being folks
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Florida Conference Offi_cers Re-elected to Serve
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Members elected for the 2009-2011 Florida Conference Executive Committee met in October for a
spiritual retreat with Conference leaders at Camp Kulaqua, High Springs, Fla.

Mike Cauley (right), Conference president, interviewed delegates

JSfrom Northwest Miami Spanish, Eliathab, and St. Augustine

churches as examples of 21st-century missionary soul-winners.
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Darren Ob, a delegate from
Lakeland Church, was among
many delegates to voice their
opinions on agenda items.

who do just enough to

be faithful members to
embracing the biblical
standard of a disciple of
Jesus. Cauley explained,
“Being a disciple means be-
ing missionaries where we
live and work, seeking to

Judith Hawkins, a Leon
County, Fla., judge and South-
eastern Conference member,
served as parliamentarian.

reproduce our experience
in the lives of others.”
Business of the day
was intertwined with in-
spirational thoughts from
the devotional assuring
God’s promise “to be in
the midst” by Alex Bryant,

LEONARD FERNANDEZ

PHOTOS: MARTIN BUTLER

North American Division
executive secretary, to the
president’s closing chal-
lenge to “be in tune with
the presence of God as we
go from this place, watch-
ing for movement of the
Spirit and listening to how
God is guiding us.”

Following Conference
treasurer Duane Rollins’
financial review for the past
three years, Gordon Retzer,
Southern Union Conference
president, responded, “It
wasn'’t that long ago this
Conference had to bor-
row nine million dollars in
operating money from the
Southern Union Revolving
Fund” in addition to regis-
tering “nearly zero of the
recommended percentage
of working capital.

“Today, we praise God
that the nine million dollars
has been paid, and work-
ing capital stands at more
than 100 percent. So, I
thank the Lord for the trea-
surer’s report, for the lead-
ership of this Conference,
for the Executive Commit-
tee, and for the faithfulness
of God’s people!”

—BY MARTIN BUTLER
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South Orlando Church Honors First Responders

South Orlando, Fla.,
Church held its annual
First Responders Apprecia-
tion Sabbath on September
12 to honor “heroes who
serve in the community to
keep us safe.”

Among those invited
to attend were firemen and
emergency medical techni-
cian’s (EMTs) from Orange
County Fire-Rescue Sta-
tion 51, which serves the
neighborhoods surround-
ing South Orlando Church.
With the reputation of “one
of the busiest” precincts in
the nation, it seemed fitting
— and almost predictable
— that a call during the
service took them away to
an emergency.

The guest speaker for
this special day, set aside
as close to September 11

Rus Aldridge (second from left), chaplain, received South
Orlando Church’s 2009 Officer of the Year award during First
Responders Appreciation Sabbath. Also pictured are Robin Ret-
zloff (left), lieutenant; Daniel Forbes, pastor; and Don Aldridge,

chaplain.

as possible, was Robin
Retzloff, lieutenant, from
Orange County Fire-Rescue
Station 73 in the nearby
city of Taft. This Lakeland
Church member, honored
on a past Appreciation Sab-
bath, helped present this
year’s Officer of the Year

award to Rus Aldridge,
chaplain, who serves the
Florida Highway Patrol and
Orange County Sheriff’s
Department.

Assisting in the presen-
tation with Retzloff were
Rus’ brother, Don, who
is also a chaplain for the

MONTANA FREEMAN

Orange County Sheriff’s
Department, and Daniel
Forbes, South Orlando
Church pastor. The Al-
dridge brothers are both
retired Florida Conference
pastors who now find great
joy serving first responders.

Visibly moved as he
accepted the award, Rus
Aldridge said in all his
years of service as a chap-
lain, he had never received
such an outpouring of
appreciation. His emotion-
filled comments confirmed
to South Orlando members
the reason they pay tribute
to first responders, and
those who serve them, for
their hard work, dedicated
service in the community,
and for risking their lives to
keep families safe.

—BY DANIEL FORBES

Vacation Bible School Features Apostle Paul

“Our Visit With Paul
and the Underground
Church” was the theme of
the most recent Vacation
Bible School (VBS) pro-
gram conducted by Midport
Church members in Port St.
Lucie, Fla.

Entering a dark tunnel
that led to an underground
church, the 34 children in
attendance strolled through
a Roman market place and
experienced a visit with an
imprisoned Apostle Paul
who was guarded by a Ro-
man soldier.

When leadership first
considered using the pro-
gram, they didn’t anticipate
that a VBS story-line about
Rome would be very spiri-

tual. They were pleasantly
surprised. One little girl,
Eliana, enjoyed the pro-
gram so much, she told
her mother at the close,

“I didn’t like VBS because
it was too short!”

“This was my sixth or
seventh VBS and I found
it to be the most inclusive
of all ages,” says Barbara
Feak, director. “Volunteers
and attendees included
babies, elementary, and
teen-aged young people,
parents, and grandpar-
ents. Those participating
were richly blessed by the
experience as we saw God
leading the entire program
from beginning to end.”

—BY HELGA PEDZY

The testimony of Apostle Paul (top, portrayed by Dennis McOmb-
er, pastor) inspired thought-provoking moments, and VBS partici-
pants enjoyed the sights and sounds in a Roman market place.
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Nearly 500 Hispanic Youth Meet for Makeover

The theme chosen
for this year’s Hispanic
Youth Makeover was
“Total Surrender,” and the
guest speaker was Homero
Salazar, pastor, from the
Potomac Conference.
In addition to his top-
ics, there were important
seminars, songs, praise,
and recreational activities
for the youth. The retreat
is always supported by the
pastors of the area, but the
young people are the ones
who organize and coordi-
nate it. This is an excellent
tool to develop leadership
skills in youth ministry.

Miguel Tirado, pastor of the Hispanic churches
in Marietta and Canton, Ga., baptizes Robin
Alfredo Velazquez.

The yearly Hispanic
Youth Retreat, Makeover,
took place October 23-25,
2009, at Cohutta Springs in
Crandall, Ga., with nearly
500 individuals attending.
The retreat has been held
every year since 2003. It
was initiated by a group
of young people from the
Spanish-American Church
in Collegedale, Tenn., un-
der the leadership of Raul
Rivero, a theology student
at that time.

In 2005, youth leaders
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of the Spanish-American
Church decided to con-
tinue the tradition of invit-
ing other churches from
around the Georgia-Cum-
berland Conference to the
retreat. The theme chosen
for the 2005 retreat was
"Extreme Makeover," and
it was decided to make
that the name of the event
from then on.

Leaders thought there
was no better name to call
it since it is hoped that
each retreat will transform
lives and bring people
closer to Jesus Christ. The
retreat has been held at
the same
place for
five con-
secutive
years, but
increasingly
it becomes
better. The
2008 event
was orga-
nized by
the Youth
Conference
Federa-
tions. Both
federations
of Atlanta (UJAM) and the
North Federation (FEJA
North) have joined their
talents to make this retreat
where you can experi-
ence moments of spiritual
growth in companionship
with others in the midst of
the beautiful facilities of
Cohutta Springs.

Federation leaders feel
grateful to God for pros-
pering this initiative from a
few into an effort of many.
Since 2008, this retreat has
generated baptisms. This

SUBMITTED BY MIGUEL TIRADO
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year, three
young
individuals
were bap-
tized. Many
others
accepted
Christ and
had the
opportuni-
ty to make
a com-
mitment
to Christ
to surrender their time,
talents, being, and weak-
nesses that they have not
been able to overcome.
The youth recognized
Neftaly Ortiz, Georgia-
Cumberland Latin Ameri-
can ministries director, and
Rob Lang, Georgia-Cum-
berland youth ministries
director, who year after
year have supported this
activity with their presence
and resources for this proj-
ect. In the past there were
individuals and organiza-
tions that gave monetary
support because they are
convinced that investing
in youth is an investment
with eternal dividends.
Every year at this re-
treat is when new leaders

The musical group “Reach One” performs.

for the federations are cho-
sen for the following year.
This is done under the
direction of Ortiz, along
with Miguel A. Tirado and
Richard Urdaneta, who are
pastors and the current
federations’ counselors.
The new leadership is
ready to begin work for
2010, organizing the dif-
ferent events and activities
in their respective areas,
with “Makeover” being the
highlight anticipated by all.
This is a nice opportu-
nity for spiritual renewal,
shared together in a
healthy environment, and
to learn and invite friends
who do not know the Sav-

ior Jesus Christ.
—BY NANCY CASTILLO

The Cobutta gym was packed on Sabbath morning.

SUBMITTED BY MIGUEL TIRADb
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Help Given to Atlanta Flood Victims

i 18

Pathfinder Brittany Falconer belps load donated school items to

aid Atlanta, Ga., flood victims.

During three days in
September, some areas
around the northwest side
of Atlanta received more
than 22 inches of rain. As
a result, lakes and creeks
began to overflow. Water
began covering the streets,
making it dangerous to
cross the roads. Some tried
to cross through the water,
but were swept away in
their cars. Ten people were
killed trying to cross the
flooded roads.

Then, as the rain
slowed down, the waters
began to rise even more.
Some waters rose nearly
15 feet and began to
flood into neighbor-
hoods and homes. Clark-
dale Elementary School,
located several miles
from Lakeview, Ga.,
Church, had water only
inches from covering the
roof of the school.

The Lakeview and
Hiram, Ga., churches be-
gan hearing of individuals
whose homes were under
water. Church members
divided the names of the
church members and began
calling others to check on
them and see if they had
damages to their home.
Both churches made lists of
people whose homes were
affected by the flood.

Lakeview scheduled
several Sundays as work

Some waters rose 15 feet, flooding
neighborhoods and homes.

n
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days to help as many indi-
viduals as possible. Nearly
30 gathered to take down
drywall; remove installation,
carpet, and appliances; and
help however they could.
Some church members
walked up and down the
streets offering to pray with
families who had been af-
fected.

Hiram began sup-
porting a school supply
campaign led by a local
news station and School
Box stores. All the school
supplies donated went to
help teachers and students
at Clarkdale Elementary
School. One Hiram Church
member works at Wal-Mart.
She told her supervisor
what the church was try-
ing to do, and Wal-Mart of
Hiram donated hundreds
of folders, notebooks, pads
of paper, and pencils. The
Hiram church members also
brought supplies to help the
school. They filled sev-
eral vehicles and delivered
them to two local School
Box stores. On the follow-
ing Monday, School Box
presented Clarkdale School
with the new school sup-
plies.

The clean-up and re-
building will continue
for the next several
years. However, many
have remained posi-
tive during this difficult
time. One man whose
home was eight feet
under water said, “Ev-
erything I lost is mate-
rial possession. At least
I have my family. At
least we have Jesus.”
—BY TABOR NUDD

SUBMITTED BY TABOR NUDD

Trion, Ga., ACS
Reports

The Trion, Ga., Adven-
tist Community Services/
Disaster Response Distribu-
tion Center assisted those in
need during the September
floods for two weeks. There
were 25 volunteers and
some police officers. The
volunteers put in a total of
774 hours. Final statistics
show that 166 families (584
individuals) were served,
some several times.

There were 6,069 items
given away, but a lot of
these items were in kit
form, so the total number
of items received by victims
was higher. Water, not
included in the count, was
also distributed since Trion’s
water was non-drinkable for
more than a week.

Fifty percent of the cli-
entele were undocumented.
It soon became apparent
that because of their status
as illegal aliens, FEMA could
not help them unless they
had children who were
born in this country and
were citizens. Therefore, the
only help they could find
was through the ACS/DR
Distribution Center.

Trion mayor Benny
Perry took the ACS/DR
management staff to sup-
per one night to show the
town’s appreciation. Also
attending were police chief
Chad Spraggins and officer
Steve Fountain and their
wives.

Special thanks to those
volunteers from the Sum-
merville Church who came
and worked.

—BY TERRY HAIGHT
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More than 400 indi-
viduals gathered at Camp
Alamisco for the annual
Spanish Family Camp Meet-
ing, September 4-6, 2009.
The theme for the weekend
was "A Mission of Faith.”
For the Sabbath worship
service, Mel Eisele, Gulf
States Conference president,
challenged the attendees to
fulfill the Divine mandate to
preach the Gospel.

Morning, noon, and
evening, Jerson Santos, from
the Florida Conference,
focused on the theme with
topics such as one mission
of faith, discipleship, and
spreading the Gospel. His
messages of commitment,

The Columbia, Miss.,
Church has a very small
congregation, but it is big on
helping its community. The
members know what Jesus
meant when He said, “It is
more blessed to give than
receive.” In October they
distributed 200 free plate
lunches to the community.

The women’s minis-
tries members cooked chili

Brian Halley has as-
sumed the church auditor
and new IT director position
at the Conference office.
Halley began working with
computers while in the
military. He received an as-
sociate’s degree in computer
science in 1998. He moved
to Atlanta in June 1998 and
worked for a financial soft-
ware company as an install-
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motivation, and training
brought inspiration to each
one who attended.

One of the highlights
of the weekend was the
launching of the “Gold
1,000” evangelistic imitative
by the Spanish youth. Their
goal is to give as many Bi-
ble studies as possible, and
then invite their contacts to
come to the “Gold 1,000”
meeting, which is scheduled
to take place in Montgom-
ery, Ala., on December 12.
Nilton Garica, Spanish coor-
dinator for the Conference,
explains, “The final goal
is to baptize 1,000 young
people for Jesus Christ.”

Loida Aispuro led the

and baked pound cakes.
The meal consisted of chili
cheese nachos, potato salad,
pimiento cheese sandwich,
and pound cake. Each
person also received a lami-
nated bookmark Bible study
on one of the beliefs of the
Church.

Every month the church
members have a special
outreach project. In Septem-

er, then at IBM as computer
support for Lucent Tech-
nologies. He next joined the
Arthritis Foundation as their
email administrator and
senior tech support.

In 2001 he began
working for the Church as
a literature evangelist for
the Georgia-Cumberland
Conference. He was hired
by the Southern Union in

“A Mission of Faith” is Spamsh Camp Meetmg Theme

The attendees enjoyed inspirational sermons, beautiful music,
and Christian fellowship.

children’s program with

the theme: “Crowns and
Castles.” The children were
blessed with Christian praise
songs, DVD'’s, activities, and
lessons.

Other activities includ-
ed two seminars on family
life given by Lybna Arroyoa,
psychologist and girls’ dean

ber, the women's
ministries members
prepared enough
food to feed the
evening shift at the
local nursing home.
In August, they
offered free school
supplies, and the
adults were treated
to snacks.

—BY LYNNE POWELL

2002 to resolve
issues with the
financial soft-
ware for HHES,
and was then
given the task
of supporting
the Union and

Brian and Karen

at Bass Memorial Acad-
emy; a baptism; a sermon
preached by a nine-year-old
boy; a wedding ceremony;
and a special Saturday night
banquet.

—BY NILTON C. GARCIA/

TANIA MANGUM

Columbia Church Feeds 200

Helping assemble the meals are women’s
ministries members Wilda Powell (left)
and Janice Rhoden with Bill Devine,
pastor.

Conference Welcomes New IT Director

TN of sound for all
-‘.1 Southern Union-
sponsored events
and training. He
enjoys spending
time with his
family and play-
ing games. Brian

conferences with
all their financial
software. He
also took care

Hailley are shown with
two of their children,
Mikayla and Thomas.
Their son Carl Jones is
not pictured.

and his wife,
Karen, have
three children.
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Family Fun Day Held at Panama City Church

Snorkles and Snickers, from the Shaddai Shriners, clown around
with Amanda Schwinn.

The family life depart-
ment of the Panama City,
Fla., Church, under the
direction of Anita Pemble-
ton, family life director,
sponsored its second Com-
munity Family Fun Day
on September 13, 2009.
There was no monetary
charge to participate in
Fun Day; however, it was
suggested that attendees
bring a school supply or
non-perishable food item

to be used for Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas bas-
kets, which will be given
to needy families in the
community. There were ap-
proximately 175 people in
attendance. Ninety percent
of the attendees were from
the community, and 100
nonperishable items were
acquired. Judging from the
interaction, involvement,
and responses of those
attending, Fun Day was an

The Panama City Police Department provided education on drug
awareness and child and Internet safety.
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Elijab Gloudeman enjoyed looking like a ferocious tiger after get-

ting his face painted.

overwhelming success.

Fun Day served to
build an awareness of
resources available in the
community. The goal of the
Fun Day was to enhance
family unity and build
community awareness.
Health professionals were
available to provide blood
pressure checks and cho-
lesterol screenings. Adven-
turer Club, Pathfinder Club,
Home and Schools, and the
CHIP programs were also
highlighted. There were
a number of games, lots
of food, and loads of fun,
which encouraged family
togetherness and interac-
tion.

Local organizations
also joined in the en-
deavor. The Shaddai Shri-
ners provided a Kid Care
ID service, clowns, and
a motorized train for the
children to ride. Some
big kids also took a ride
or two. The Panama City

Police Department pro-
vided education on drug
awareness, and child and
Internet safety. Bay County
Emergency Management
Division discussed hurri-
cane awareness and prepa-
ration. Emerald Coast Party
Rentals provided a bounce
house and the Big Kahuna
water slide for water fun.

There were a number of
highlights at this event. The
most memorable was the
prediction of 100 percent
chance of rain. As a mat-
ter of fact, it had rained all
night the night prior and
was pouring rain 30 minutes
before set-up. God smiled
on the Fun Day. It was a
beautiful day. He even dried
up the water in the parking
lot! The ultimate show of
His power was ... the rain
came back after tear-down.
Definitely a faith-building
experience for all who
worked the event!

—BY ANITA PEMBLETON
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Tennessee News

Students Travel from Madison to Maluti

A new school has been
built in Lesotho, a small,
third-world country inside
of South Africa. The old
school was too small and
outdated, and the small
classrooms were semi-trail-
ers converted into class-
rooms. A new school was
desperately needed. That’s
where Madison Academy
students and others from
the Kentucky-Tennessee
Conference stepped up to
the plate.

Last winter a call was
put out all across the North
American Division for
academies, colleges, and
churches to get involved in
“Mission: Maluti.” Mission
Maluti is an initiative by the
education department of
the NAD to raise funds and
build an Adventist elemen-
tary school in Lesotho.

Madison Academy
students along with students
and families from Appala-
chian Adventist Academy
in eastern Kentucky, spent

two weeks
and nearly
$3,000
each

to help
build this
school.
Other
volunteers
came from
Dakota
Adventist
Academy,
Pine Forge
Academy,
Chisholm
Trail Acad-
emy, and other areas.

The students and vol-
unteers worked eight hours
a day for eight days, and
laid more than 10,000 bricks
that were made on site. The
building, which was just a
foundation and steel beams
when the group arrived,
had all the walls complete
and the roof put on by the
time the group had finished
their work. The only thing
left to do was the plumbing

From left to right: Chris Tastad (Dakota Acad-
emy), James Middleton (Madison Academy), An-
drew Jamieson in red (MA), Gerrald Walker above
and in back (MA), Pam Gatling (MA), Logan
Randal (DA), Ashley Woodland (MA), Doug Hayes
(Towa-Missouri Conference), Rebecca O’Hare (DA).

and other final touches.

Gerrald Walker, a se-
nior at Madison Academy,
says, “If you would have
told me we could have
completed the school when
we got there, I would have
laughed in your face. But
by the grace of God, we
completed our project and
did more than I could have
ever imagined!”

To be in a third world
country was eye open-

ing. Most families live in
tin shacks or mud huts
with thatched roofs. Ash-
ley Woodland, a Madison
Academy senior, stated,
“This was such a humbling
experience. I worry about
my iPOD and cell phone
when I'm at home, but I
look around and see that
these people have nothing,
NOTHING, and are com-
pletely happy and satisfied.
I wish I could have their
simple outlook at life. I've
learned so much.”

Andrew Jamieson,
chaplain and Bible teacher
at Madison Academy, says,
“Our students’ lives will
never be the same and their
hearts are being molded
for service. The lives of the
students in Lesotho are now
changed because of the
work and effort of the vol-
unteers that committed their
time, money, and talents to
this project.”

—BY ANDREW JAMIESON

Pathfinder Takes Her Staff to Camporee

After months
of encouraging
the White House,
Tenn., Patriots
Pathfinders to at-
tend the Courage
to Stand Interna-
tional Camporee,
only one Path-
finder, Cheyanne
Beebe, planned
to attend along
with five staff.
The club had a choice —
cancel or go and help by
putting on an honor. It was
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Peter Meckma 1V (left), Thomas Day, Cynthia Day,
Cheyanne Beebe, Shirley Beebe, Julee and Michael Vest

decided to go and offer the
Model Railroading honor.

Michael Vest decided
on a 20- by 24-foot L-

shaped layout.
Each Pathfinder
would put a tent,
tree, or their state
flag on the track
in their union
area. The train
track took on life
as the different
decorations went
in place.

Several inter-
national guests
came through the honor.
The greatest tree was a
coconut tree from Hawaii.

Each participant sang the
graduation song, “This
Train is bound for glory,”
as they finished their hon-
or. It was great fun for all.

Beebe spent a great
deal of time with a sister
club, the Ridgetop Ridg-
erunners. They did com-
munity service projects
together, as well as several
honors. The members of
the staff were grateful for
the opportunity to be a part
of a great camporee.

—BY THOMAS DAY
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Kentucky Student Wltnesses in Poland

When one
thinks about mis-
sion service, Poland
isn’t usually the first
place that comes
to mind, but for
Southern Adventist
University student
Jenna Schleenbaker,
Poland is just as
much of a mission
field as any third-
world country.

Upon arriv-
ing in the country at the
beginning of her term as a
student missionary, Schleen-
baker was faced with a
question: How are we sup-
posed to reach those who
aren’t looking?

For Schleenbaker, that
answer lies in a ministry of
true friendship that begins
through simple conversa-
tion, and Schleenbaker’s
mission work in Poland
certainly provided her
with plenty of opportuni-
ties for that. She began her
average day by caring for
young children in a day-

Jenna Schleenbaker (center) let her life and
[riendship be a witness to ber Polish students.

care, teaching them English
through interaction. In the
afternoons, she taught Eng-
lish classes to high school
students and adults. She
also taught them about her
faith through the way she
lived her life.
Schleenbaker’s students
knew she didn’t drink,
smoke, or go to church on
Sunday. Poland is 98 per-
cent Catholic, so many of
her students were already
Christians. Still, she chal-
lenged them to think about
why they kept certain tradi-
tions and why they believed

what they believed.

“I had one
student, Machek,
who was an athe-
ist,” Schleenbaker
shares, “and when
I asked him why
he was, he said that
he was an athe-
ist just because his
grandfather was. I
told him that wasn’t
a good enough
reason — he also
needed to investigate things
for himself.”

As the year went on,
that particular student
opened up to Schleenbaker
more and more. One day
he came to her and said, “I
have something to tell you.
I drank alcohol for the first
time last weekend.”

A little stunned,
Schleenbaker asked, “Why?”

“My friends were do-
ing it.”

“How much?” she went
on, still not sure what to
say.

“I got pretty drunk,

and I was being stupid,
and I started feeling sick,
and I threw up, and I re-
membered that you didn’t
drink, and now I think I
know why.”

Breakthrough mo-
ments like these reminded
Schleenbaker why she had
come overseas in the first
place.

Although she is back
at home now in her junior
year of her psychology
degree at Southern, she
still plans to continue the
friendships she made with
her overseas students
through her Facebook and
email accounts.

“Witnessing is not
about instant gratification,”
she says. “I want to help
people think through why
they do what they do. Only
by helping them evaluate
their own traditions and
decisions as a friend can
you truly help them make a
lasting decision for Christ.”

—BY ANGELA BAERG

Louisville Area Churches Work for Common Goal

The coordinator for
Generation of Youth for
Christ (GYC), Wes Via, pas-
tor, introduced plans that
will involve all Adventist
churches in the Louisville,
Ky., area. GYC is an orga-
nization whose objective
has been for young people
to come together for wor-
ship, dedication, and to
look for opportunities
to effectively spread the
Gospel.

This year their four-
day conference will be

Wes Via, pastor, and bis wife
Lauren

in Louisville, beginning
December 30.

The focus will be em-
powering church members
for personal evangelism,
and training the youth
to give Bible studies and
preach evangelistic ser-
mons.

To meet the demands
and carry the plan through
to a successful conclusion,
Via, and his wife, Lauren,
will remain in Louisville
for a year. Visiting experts
such as Mark Finley, local

pastors, Bible workers,
and others experienced in
evangelism will provide
Louisville’s Adventist com-
munity with effective tools
for sharing what God has
done for them. The plans
include special training
programs for students at
Louisville Adventist Acad-
emy, who will be speak-
ers for a reaping program
series in March 2010. To
learn more about GYC,

visit www.gycweb.org.
—BY CLIFTON KELLER
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Atlanta-Berean Church Honored as the 2009 NAD
Innovative Church of the Year

The Atlanta-Berean
Church has been selected
by the North American
Division (NAD) Church
Resource Center (CRC) as
the 2009 NAD Innovative
Church of the Year. Carl-
ton Byrd, D.Min., received
the award on behalf of the
Atlanta-Berean Church at
the National Conference
on Innovation in Colum-
bus, Ohio, on October 5,
2009.

“Atlanta-Berean was
selected by the CRC
directors because of its
remarkable transformation.
Through innovation, the
church was transformed
from a church that was fo-
cused largely on the needs
of Adventists, to a com-
munity-oriented church,
placing the needs of area
residents above the needs
of Adventist members,” ac-
cording to the observations
of Dave Gemmell, associ-

ate director of the NAD
Church Resource Center.

Currine Harris, com-
munications leader of
Atlanta-Berean, points to
numerous community min-
istries such as the homeless
feeding initiative, prison
ministries, weekly com-
munity food and clothes
distribution, Habitat for
Humanity, employment
assistance fairs which are
now a permanent “Jobs For
Life” program, and plans
for a Senior Housing Cen-
ter. She also mentions the
creative public evangelistic
cycle that starts with block
parties in a local housing
project, tract attacks, and
culminates in non-tradi-
tional evening evangelistic
meetings.

What have been the
results of these innova-
tions? Weekly prayer meet-
ing attendance has grown
from 30 to more than 300,

On behalf of the Atlanta-Berean Church, Carlton Byrd (center),
D.Min., accepts the 2009 NAD Church Resource Center Innova-
tive Church of the Year award from Dave Gemmell, NAD Church
Resource Center, and Raj Attiken, Obio Conference president.

TIDINGS « December 2009

MAR DE OLIVEIRA

Atlanta-Berean Church delegates to the National Conference on
Innovation receive the 2009 NAD Innovative Church of the Year
award. James K. Lamb (first row, left) assistant pastor; Cariton Byrd,
D.Min., senior pastor; Linwood Stone, associate pastor; Rosie Pear-
son (second row, left), treasurer; Patricia Harris, accountant; Emma
Mackey, administrative assistant; Currine Harris, commumnication
leader; Charles Cunningbam (third row, left), personal ministries
leader; Dave Gemmell, North American Division (NAD) Church
Resource Center; and Ollie Clemons, head elder.

and the Sabbath worship
service has grown to more
than 2,000. Tithe has also
grown from 1.5 million
dollars in 2006, and should
come close to three million
for 2009. Baptisms have
doubled from a little more
than 100 a year in 2006 to
more than 200 a year in
2008, and if current trends
continue, Berean should
surpass 500 baptisms in
2009.

The National Confer-
ence on Innovation is
designed to foster a global
conversation on innova-
tion and renewal within the
Adventist Church, and to
create a safe space for in-
novators to learn, explore,
collaborate, and strategize
for the future. The event,
sponsored by Partners in

Innovation, is held each fall
in Columbus Ohio.

Through the Innova-
tive Church of the Year,
the NAD Church Resource
Center hopes to foster
growing healthy con-
gregations in the United
States, Canada, and Ber-
muda. Gemmell says that
“most everything we do in
Church life started out as
an innovation. We need to
continue to innovate and
update because the world
is constantly changing.”
The NAD Church Resource
Center hopes to stimulate
and affirm congregations
that have successfully
taken risks in adapting the
eternal truth of the Gospel
to constant environmental
changes.

—BY DAVE GEMMELL
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Charlotte Berean Junior Academy
Hosts Community Expo

A study from the book
Do Hard Things motivated
student at Berean Junior
Academy in Charlotte,
N.C., in grades 7-9 to go
out and witness to people.
Many of them had never
spoken to a stranger on
the street about anything,
until now. The students
received training on how
to approach and converse
with people of different
temperaments.

Afterwards, students
began knocking on doors
within the school com-
munity and shared with
the neighbors information
about a local Free Store,
owned and operated by
Adventist members Robert
Forquer and Paul Fisher.

People within the com-
munity were surprised to
hear about a store where
everything was “free.” They
readily accepted the flier
and commended the stu-
dents for informing people
about this place.

The students were so
excited about getting to

GAAA Hosts Adventist College

Representatives from
12 Adventist colleges and
universities came to Greater
Atlanta Adventist Academy
(GAAA) to share informa-
tion about their respective
schools. Groups of junior
and senior students gathered
information from the visiting
recruiters as they contemplat-
ed where they will matricu-
late for their post high school

know the community bet-
ter, that they unanimously
agreed to help prepare a
community expo right on
the school property. They
wanted to educate the
community about healthful
eating and living, and show
support for those who suf-
fered breast cancer or fire
loss.

The expo featured free
healthy vegan food sam-
ples prepared by members
of Northeast and Berean
churches. Free door prizes,
which included stress
balls, bags, chip clips, and
lip balm, were distrib-
uted along with clothing
and books from The Free
Store. Information about
the local Adventist church-
es were also available for
attendees. Free blood pres-
sure and diabetes screen-
ings were conducted by
Blondene Robinson and
Ruth Wiehn, registered
nurses at local hospitals,
and Robert Bishop, retired
veteran. A diabetic machine
and supplies were donated

education.

The college fair is an
annual event designed to in-
form students of the various
programs offered at Adven-
tist colleges and universities
around the world.

The schools that were
represented were Andrews
University, Atlantic Union
College, Avondale College,
Florida Hospital College of

to the school by James
McKeiver. A representative
from the County Health
Department attended along
with firemen from Fire
Station #18 who supplied
information on fire preven-
tion.

Sammie Johnson, along
with his wife and Derrick
Miller, manned a smoking
cessation booth; a repre-
sentative from McCrorey
YMCA handed out free
trial memberships; a Sam’s
Club manager arrived with
healthy samples and free
membership cards; and
Ursula Pizarro coordinated
a breast cancer vigil where
balloons were released
with the name of a breast
cancer victim attached to
them. The students were
especially grateful for Avis
Bing, who helped the
students plan and prepare
for the event.

One woman arrived
about 20 minutes before
the event began. She sat on
the edge of the sidewalk,
waiting for everyone to

Health Sciences, La Sierra
University, Oakwood Univer-
sity, Pacific Union College,
Southern Adventist Univer-
sity, Union College, Walla
Walla University, and Wash-
ington Adventist University.

Students from Atlanta
Adventist Academy (AAA)
shared in the event and will
host the fair in 2010.

—BY JAMES K. LAMB

settle. Leah Davis, seventh
grade student, walked over
to the woman and began
talking with her. Davis en-
couraged her in the Lord.
The woman began to cry
because she was not accus-
tomed to people being nice
to her. The other students
began to make her feel
welcomed. They welcomed
every person who attended
with arms of love, embrac-
ing them with kindness,
helpfulness, and encour-
agement. People were
so amazed to see young
people in action with such
positive, Christian attitudes.
— BY LAWANNA MCCOY

People from the community
visit one of the tents that were
set up during the expo.

Fair

Students from GAAA and AAA
receive information from one
of the college recruiters.
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Elder McClamb, 99,
was born November 6,
1909 in Durham County,
N.C.; he was the fourth of
14 children. He died April
28, 2009.

He joined the Adven-
tist Church in 1934. He
began his publishing min-
istry as a literature evan-
gelist with the late Elder
E.S. Sumpter. They shared
a bicycle for transporta-
tion and remained friends
throughout their lifetime.

On January 31, 1935
he married Gladys McMil-
lan. After 67 years of mar-
riage, she preceded him in
death on August 22, 2002.

His first assignment as
a leader in the publishing

ministry was with the
South Atlantic Confer-
ence. He served as asso-
ciate publishing director
from 1945 to 1951. He
served as director from
1951 to 1966. He was
ordained in 1952. He as-
sisted Elder E.E. Cleve-
land in his first major
evangelistic effort in the
Northeastern Confer-
ence. He was the first
man of color to serve on
the General Conference
Publishing Committee.
In 1982, he and his
wife, Gladys, retired to
Melrose, Fla. Elder Mc-
Clamb has touched many
lives during his years of
service to the Church. For

ADVENTIST
WORLD RADIO

“I'm a 15-year-old girl. | mailed the

application form for Bible correspondence
lessons. I'm going to
tell about Jesus to
my young cousin.”

Listener in Asia

mission

12501:01d

Learn more on “Making Waves,”
AWR’s TV series on Hope Channel and 3ABN

34 TIDINGS « December 2009

relaxation, he enjoyed
golf. Brothers, Michael and
John Simpkins of August,
Ga., provided Masters Golf

Elder Silas McClamb — 1909- 2009

Tournament tickets for
him three consecutive
years. He was thrilled to
witness Tiger Woods at
his best.

He is survived by
two daughters: Cammie
Evans of Baltimore, Md.,
and Montrose Jeffries of
Philadelphia, Penn.; one
son, Reese McMillan (De-
lores) of Bronx, N.Y.; one
brother, Joe McClamb of
Durham; grandchildren;
great grandchildren; a
host of nieces; nephews;
relatives; and friends.

Many thanks to Pris-
cilla Simpkins of Melrose,

for many years of loyal
care giving to the Mc-
Clambs.
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THE CELEBRATION CONTINUES!
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Join 3ABN for a celebration of 25 years of miracles, blessings, and
triumphs, as 3ABN takes a look back, forward—and upward!

January 22-23, 2010
25TH ANNIVERSARY, PILLARS OF OUR FAITH, FOCUS ON RUSSIA

Location Lakeview Seventh-day Adventist Church Powder
Springs, Georgia
Special Guest John Carter, The Carter Report

éJ

NIVERSAR
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May 26-29, 2010
3ABN CAMP MEETING AND PILLARS OF OUR FAITH WEEKEND

Location 3ABN Worship Center Thompsonville, Illinois
Special Guest Lyle Albrecht, David Asscherick, Doug Batchelor, C.D. Brooks,
John Carter, Kenneth Cox, Jim Gilley, Bill Knott, John Lomacang,
C.A. Murray, Shelley Quinn, Kenny Shelton, David Shin, and others

ANHENAR

THE BIBLE AS THE INSPIRED WORD OF GOD « THE TRINITY « THE GREAT CONTROVERSY » SALVATION
AND ATONEMENT « BAPTISM « THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY « STANDARDS OF CHRISTIAN LIVING « JUSTIFI-
CATION, SANCTIFICATION, GLORIFICATION « THETEN COMMANDMENTS « THE SABBATH « JUDGMENT «

THE STATE OF THE DEAD « THE SECOND COMING AND THE MILLENNIUM « HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH

This Season, Remember Those You Love

R Aze
Gulf States: Tui Pitman, 334—272—7493
Kentucky-T ¢: Lin Powell, 615-859-1391 Southcastern

Oakwood University: I'red Pulling, 256-726-8278 Southern Adventist University: Carolyn Tiers, 423-236-2818

with a thoughtful estate plan

Plan now for your

gift of love with free
services available at
your local contference

or Adventist university
Planned Giving and
Trust Services Department

South Atlantic: Lawrence Hamilton, 404-792-0535
South Central: 1\Ilc]ncl Harpe, 615
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Juliett Tracey, women’s
ministries leader at Daughter
of Zion Church in Delray
Beach, Fla., led a team of
eight laymen from Florida
to Ghana, West Africa, on
July 7, 2009, as part of the
ShareHim crusade.

Team members consist-
ed of speakers Clive Fowler,
Denise James, Mckelly
Medard, Juliett Tracey; vari-
ous support team members,
including Bible workers Una
Bolton and Vilma Tracey;
physician Cygethia Kankam;
and children’s ministries or-
ganizers Dominique Johnson
and Helen Wright.

The Ghanaian crusade
took place from July 10 to
25. The crusade began with
an orientation on July 9 at
the South Ghana Conference
of Seventh-day Adventist in
Ghana’s capital, Accra, under

the direction of pastors Em-
manuel D. Poakwa, personal
ministries director for the
Conference, and Greg Jones,
ShareHim organizer.

Upon arrival, the group
convened with laymen mis-
sionaries from other states
and one pastor from Europe.
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For days leading up to
the group’s arrival, the cru-
sade sites had experienced
heavy rain storms. Upon
hearing this, Tracey sent out
a “SOS” email to her wom-
en’s ministries department
and church members back
home, soliciting an urgent
need for prayer for the Lord
to hold back the rain.

The crusade’s first
praise report: there was
no rain for 14 days! On
the final baptismal day of
the crusade, a light drizzle
blessed the land for less than
an hour.

Each speaker was as-
signed to a site in Accra.
The speakers and their team
members conducted nightly
services and two services on
Sabbaths.

At other sites, the first
night of the crusade proved

Pastors baptize three individuals on July 25. A total of 177 indi-
viduals were baptized at the completion of the crusade.

to be a technological chal-
lenge.

Most of the sites were
located outdoors in the
midst of the community.
The Ni Boi Town Achimota
site was situated in an open
courtyard on the grounds of
the Ni Boi Town Seventh-

day Adventist Church
School.

An average of 250
individuals attended the
nightly meetings. The
children were always the
first to arrive, approxi-
mately 150 each night. The
program included a health
lecture and a quiz of the
topic discussed the previ-
ous night, accompanied
with prizes to the winners.

After the first week of
meetings, the organizers
added a health clinic spear-
headed by Kankam. The
community’s interest in this
facet of the crusade was
so great, there were more
patients than seats. The
health clinic was available
one hour prior to the start
of the nightly meeting.

As was expected,
the enemy attempted to
rear his ugly head on the
crusade. After the second
night of meetings, one of
the speakers lost his voice.

On the night when
the topic was the Sabbath,
one speaker felt continual
stabbing in his side while
delivering the sermon, but
when he turned around,
no one was there. On the
night when the subject
matter concerned the true
Church, one speaker’s left
hand shook uncontrollably
throughout the entire first
half of the sermon.

On the third night,
one of the prayer warriors
began to sweat profusely
from head to toe. Before
fainting, the prayer warrior
only had enough strength
to utter the words, “pray
for me,” to her prayer part-

Daughter of Zion Crusade in Ghana Nets 177

ner. Immediately the male
team members and one
female team member es-
corted the ill prayer warrior
into an adjacent building
to pray for the member’s
recovery. The ill team
member quickly recovered.
These events caused the
then-recovered team mem-
ber to recall a dream she
shared with the speaker a
few weeks earlier.

In her dream, she
saw a man praying for a
woman who was emerged
in water. In the dream, a
nearby woman expressed
her fear, but was urged
by the woman, “do not
be afraid, the Lord is with
you.” The prayer warrior
now knows she was the
woman emerged in water.
Through the dream, the
Lord revealed that He
would be with her through
her cold sweat, and would
have men on standby to
pray for her.

Local religious leaders
of other faiths attended the
meetings as well, some to
spy to see if their members
were attending. When the
nightly appeal was made,
the organizers dimmed the
lights to protect the identi-
ties of those responding to
Christ’s call. One visiting
church leader asked the
local church leader to invite
the speaker to his region
and share the message with
his congregation.

As the team mem-
bers performed commu-
nity outreach, many of
the residents asked for a
home visit from the speak-
ers. During one such visit,



one speaker encountered a
group of older men playing
checkers. After compliment-
ing the winner, the speaker
handed the players a Steps
to Christ and invited them

to the night’s service. As the
service began, however,

the speaker didn’t see any
of the players. The mes-
sage was entitled, “How to
Start Life Over — Baptism.”
When delivering the ap-
peal, the winner of the game
responded to the call and
gave his life to the Lord. The
speaker praised the Lord

for His marvelous works.
During another night’s ap-

Trio

For three young
adults in their early 20’s,
the members of Naturally
Blessed have come a long
way in a short time.

The trio, which formed
five years ago, held their
first album release on
November 21 at the newly
renovated Tabernacle
Church in Miami, Fla.

Jonathan Dalberiste,
Cristelle Louisne, and Addly
Philossaint, who have been
friends since childhood,
found a common bond
during a time of change for
these Tabernacle members
and their church.

“Pastor [Lloyd Bur-
rowes] was about to leave
in 2004, and there wasn't
much for us to do,” Philos-
saint said. “We grew up in
church always singing, and
then singing wasn’t there
anymore. We [Dalberi-
ste and Philossaint] were
in a guys’ group. When
Jonathan came back [from

Southeastern WL

Members of the 2009 ShareHim Ghana Crusade

peal, one of the speakers
was impressed by the Holy
Spirit to walk past the seats,
outside the courtyard, and
into the street. There, she
pled the blood of Jesus, and
called anyone within the

sound of her voice to repen-
tance. No one responded

to the appeal. Making her
way back to the front of the
stage, she prayed for those
who responded within the
courtyard. During the prayer,

she felt something brush
past her left shoulder. After
the prayer, the speaker saw
a young man she had not
seen in the meetings, and
through the interpreter, in-
quired where he was during
the service. The young man
said he was in the street
listening to the service and
heard God calling for him.
At the conclusion of
the 2009 ShareHim Ghana
crusade, 177 individu-
als were baptized, and 98
students enrolled in Bible
studies in preparation for the
next baptism.
—BY JULIETT TRACEY

Seeks to Evangelize with Music

college], we decided to get
Cristelle and start singing.”

Their inspiration was
Anointed, a gospel trio that
also featured two men and
one woman. After their first
song together, “Precious
Jesus,” they knew they had
made the right decision.

But they needed a
name. “Cristelle came
up with the name,” said
Dalberiste. “We all have
this natural ability, so why
not say we were Naturally
Blessed ... vocally?”

Dalberiste plays the tuba
and his mother used to sing
in a group. Louisne has been
singing solos since she was
a little girl, and Philossaint,
who plays the drums, comes
from a musical family. Each
of his siblings play an instru-
ment as well.

Naturally Blessed’s
reputation grew quickly,
and as they continued to
sing throughout Florida,
they started to think bigger,

and an idea for
an album was
born. Now all
they had to do
was write the
music.

Their
process? “Come
out with the
chorus,” Lou-
isne said. “The
chorus is the
foundation.
Once we get the chorus, ev-
eryone gets their own input
by writing their own verse.”

Next comes the melody
and the basic structure of the
song. Then they sought help
from well-regarded south
Florida musicians Herve
“Dada” Alce and Richard
Toussaint. “We tell them
what we want, and they add
the flavor,” said Dalberiste.

Now that the dream is
a reality, their expectations
don’t include fame and for-
tune, but they want to make
a spiritual impact.

“We want them to be
touched by God. We don’t
want to have ABC lyrics.
There are a lot of artists,
and their music is tight,
but the message is weak.
We want to feed meat, not
milk,” said Dalberiste.

Louisne added, “Once
we sang at Northwest
Dade Church. There was
a lady who came up and
said how touched she
was.”

And isn’t that the goal
of gospel music?

—BY JOHN DEVINE
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Back to the Future in God’s Hands

“Back to the Future
in God’s Hands”: This
was the theme of Patmos
Chapel Church’s 56th
Anniversary celebration
weekend that took place
in Winter Park, Fla., on
the weekend of September
26, 2009. Samuel M. Dade
Jr. is the pastor. With the
many changing events
and circumstances Patmos
Chapel had undergone, it
was only fitting to choose
a theme that encapsulated
the many hopes and prom-
ises Patmos members felt.
As the church celebrated
this special occasion,
many Patmos members
expressed sentiments that
getting back to the basics
of God’s plan will make
the church’s future an as-
sured success in reaching
and winning more indi-
viduals than ever imagined
for the Kingdom. Also, by
being a shinning light and
beacon in the community
through service and as-
sistance, Patmos will point

more individuals to
Christ, not just in
words but in deeds.
That community
outreach was never
more evident as Pat-
mos presented its first
Community Service
Award. This award
was presented to
the mayor of Winter
Park, The Honorable
Kenneth W. Bradley.
The irony was that
when candidates
were selected for the
Community Service
Award, names were
only chosen based
on deeds and service,
not denomination or
social status. After
choosing Bradley, it was
discovered that he was
a Seventh-day Adventist
serving his first term in
office. He is also the CEO
of Winter Park Memorial
Hospital in Florida. He is a
graduate of Southern Ad-
ventist University (formerly
Southern College) located

The Honorable Ken Bradley (center), mayor of Winter Park and
CEO of Winter Park Memorial Hospital, presents the official procla-
mation, proclaiming September 26, 2009 “Patmos Chapel Seventh-
day Adventist Church Day” in the city of Winter Park, Fla. Daniel
Smith (left), Patmos Chapel communication director, and Samuel
M. Dade Jr., pastor of Patmos Chapel, stands with bim.
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Samuel M. Dade Jr. (right), pastor, presents
the first Community Service Award to The
Honorable Ken Bradliey (left). Ron Smith,
D.Min., Ph.D., Southern Union Conference
executive secretary, was in attendance for
the 56th Anniversary celebration.

in Collegedale, Tenn. One
of Bradley’s official duties
that surprised even Pat-
mos members during the
anniversary celebration,
was when he presented
an official proclamation to
Patmos, making September
26, 2009 an official “Pat-
mos Chapel Seventh-day
Adventist Church Anni-
versary Day” in the city of
Winter Park.

The anniversary week-

end was a real bless-
ing. Joseph Grider
from Houston, Tex.,
was the divine wor-
ship speaker, and Ron
Smith, D.Min., Ph.D.,
executive secretary

of Southern Union
Conference, was in
attendance.

The weekend
featured a Friday eve-
ning youth program,
Sabbath evening com-
munity praise concert,
and climaxed on
Sunday with an Inter-
national Food Festival
held at the Winter
Park Civic Center.

The anniversary
committee members
included Thaddeus Jack-
son, elder; Daniel Smith,
chairperson; Rebecca
Smith; Glenn Harrington;
Stacey Montanez; Yvonne
McFarlane, elder; Thomas
McPhee; Shawn Smith,
elder; Ivan Allston; Micki
Bedward; Michael Hud-
gens; and Barbara Jones.

—BY DANIEL SMITH

Joseph Grider, Pb.D., delivers the 56th Anniversary message to the
more than 1,100 in attendance at Patmos Chapel Church.
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Nathan Greene Exhibit Opens on Campus

An exhibit of Nathan
Greene’s art opened
on October 14 to a
crowd of enthusiastic
students and community
members. At the opening
program, Greene gave
encouragement to aspiring
artists from Southern’s
School of Visual Art and
Design as he spoke about
his own career path.

Greene had not
intended to become an
artist, but had grown up
with a strong interest in
medicine. A turning point
came, however, when
Greene was 17 and spent
a day with well-known
artist Harry Anderson, who

Yefim

Southern Adventist
University celebrated its
distinction as the world’s
100th All-Steinway School
with a concert featuring
Grammy Award-winning
pianist Yefim Bronfman
on November 8 and 9.

Bronfman is world-
renowned and widely
regarded as one of the
most talented performers
today. He won a Grammy

in 1997 for his recording

was famous for several
of his depictions of Jesus
in modern settings. After
talking with Anderson,
Greene says he felt God’s
spirit surrounding him.

Believing in the
importance of following
his calling, Greene
closed his talk with
encouragement to students
to seek God’s guidance in
their own lives.

“God has a plan for
your lives, just as He had
one for mine,” Greene
said. “I believe if you keep
your heart open, He will
keep leading you in the
direction you should go.”

The Nathan Greene

Community members enjoy Nathan Greene’s painting, “The Lord
God Made Them All,” at the opening of his art exbibit.

exhibit is featured in the
art gallery on the second
floor of Brock Hall and

will be open through
January 7.
—BY JENNIFER MEYER

Bronfman Performs at Inaugural
All-Steinway Concert

of the three Bartok Piano
Concertos with Esa-Pekka
Salonen and the Los Ange-
les Philharmonic. His com-
manding technique has
earned him critical acclaim
and enthusiastic audiences
worldwide.

As a designated
Steinway artist, Bronfman
prefers to use only
Steinway pianos.

Similarly, by becoming
an All-Steinway School,

Southern will teach and
perform exclusively using
Steinway pianos. To earn
this distinction, Southern
purchased 30 Steinway
pianos. Southern joins
the likes of schools such
as Yale School of Music
and The Juilliard School,
and has become the only
All-Steinway School in the
region.

—BY BRITTANY RUSSELL

Grammy award-winning pianist
Yefim Bronfman belped South-
ern celebrate its new distinction
as an All-Steinway School.

Guinness Record Holder for Memory Shares

Knowledge With Students

Dave Farrow, who
holds the record for
memorizing the order
of 59 decks of randomly
shuffled cards, recently
shared tips for how to

improve memory skills and
study habits with Southern
Adventist University
students at a morning
convocation and evening
program.

Farrow also shared
how, as a teenager, he was
diagnosed with ADHD and
dyslexia, and experienced
a lot of discouragement.

“All of us are given

different gifts, different
talents, and abilities,” he
told students, “and all we
have to do is find a way to
unleash them.”

—BY JENNIFER MEYER
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Weiaid American Division News

Adventist Communicators Celebrate a
Year of Excellence

SAC 2009 attendees and presenters

Collaboration. Creativ-
ity. Inspiration. This year’s
Society of Adventist Com-
municators (SAC) Conven-
tion delivered all of this
and more. Newport Beach,
Calif., proved to be an
inspiring backdrop for the
20th annual convention. A
total of 140 communicators
from across the country
joined together to exchange
ideas, celebrate successes,
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and brainstorm strategies for
improvement.

After mingling with
welcomed newcomers and
longstanding veterans at the
open reception, attendees
gathered for the Thursday
night program. The Com-
munications Showcase
featured exciting new proj-
ects, highlighting the Voice
of Prophecy and the Hope
Channel. The business

meeting covered numer-
ous agenda items, including
the nomination and voting
of new board members

and SAC president. Steve
Vistaunet, assistant to the
president for the North
Pacific Union Conference,
will be replacing Celeste
Ryan Blyden, assistant to
the Columbia Union Confer-
ence president and Visitor
editor, who enthusiastically

served as SAC president for
the past two years.

The evening closed
with the SONscreen film
dcreening, highlighting
young adults who effec-
tively use film and video to
encourage social conscious-
ness, inspire action, and
celebrate creative entertain-
ment.

Keynote speaker Ryan
Bell, pastor of the Hol-
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Celeste Blyden, SAC president, presented the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award to Daniel “Don” A. Roth.

lywood, Calif., Church,
and young adults from his
congregation blessed Fri-
day morning attendees by
sharing their inspirational
— and artistic — approach
to ministry. The morning
address opened minds to
the importance of artists,
filmmakers, writers, and ac-
tors serving the Lord.

The remainder of the
day was spent in breakout
sessions addressing the di-
verse needs faced by com-
municators. Award-winning
filmmaker Martin Doblmeier
closed the evening with a
moving presentation of his
film The Power of Forgive-
ness. Clips of his upcoming
film The Adventists was also
shown. The production
focuses on Seventh-day Ad-
ventists’ unique approach to
the interconnected relation-
ship between faith and sci-
ence, and is scheduled for
release December 2009.

Blessings continued
pouring Sabbath morning
with a touching testimonial
from Christian Iordan, asso-

ciate pastor of the Campus
Hill Church in Loma Linda,
Calif. Campus Hill senior
pastor, Hyveth Williams,
D.Min., presented the morn-
ing’s sermon. Her prolific
rendering reinvigorated and
charged the congregation
as she urged worshippers
to serve and praise the Lord
“excellently.”

Shelley Freesland (left), Adventist World Radio communication
director, received the Award of Excellence for the Adventist World
Radio 2008 Offering Campaign from Celeste Blyden, SAC president.

The evening’s award
banquet and farewell was
drenched in humor by
the program’s guest em-
cee, Jimmy Phillips, and
included the surprising
performance of The Three
Waiters. However, the heart
of the evening was focused
on celebrating efforts of
high-reaching and high-

TIM PUTT

The Reger Smith Jr. Cutting Edge Award was awarded to the
Southeastern California Conference (SECC) for website rede-
sign: Garrett Caldwell (left), General Conference public rela-
tions director; Gerald Penick, SECC president; Enno Mueller,

SECC assistant commumnication director; Jocelyn Fay, SECC as-
sistant to the president for communication; and Celeste Blyden,
SAC president.

achieving individuals and
teams. Roland Scalliet from
Southern Adventist Univer-
sity won the Student Award;
Jessica Lozano from South-
western Adventist University
won the Young Professional
Award; the 2008 Offering
Campaign for Adventist
World Radio was awarded
the Award of Excellence;
the Southeastern Califor-
nia Conference website
redesign was awarded the
Reger Smith Jr. Cutting Edge
Award; Daniel “Don” A.
Roth received the Lifetime
Achievement Award.
Communicators left
rejuvenated, inspired, and
revving to fulfill this year’s
theme: “Ride the Wave
of Communication Excel-
lence.” Save next year’s
convention dates and loca-
tion: October 14-16, 2010,
in Rochester, N.Y. For more
information about SAC, visit

adventistcommunicator.org.
—BY JULIE ZAIBACK
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A master’s degree
is within your reach.

As you have been given, so you can

give. Today’s world needs competent and caring

professionals at home and abroad. Benefit from N

faculty who use their academic and professional

expertise, mentoring students to become the leaders

they aspire to be.

Our programs are designed to maximize flexible scheduling and SOUTHERN
convenience for busy adults needing to fit education amidst family ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY
and work responsibilities. Come study in one of our accredited Power for Mind & Soul
master’s programs in business, education, counseling,

nursing, or religion.

Learn. Lead. Give.

Call us at 1.800.SOUTHERN or visit us online at graduatestudies.southern.edu.




Education for At-risk Teen Boys

We focus on... We prnvid&...

« ADHD * Close supervision & counseling
* Learning weakness * Residential setting

* Poor academics * Minimum distraction

* Negative attitude
* Disobedience

For more information cali;
Blondel E Senior, Ph.D,
* Remedial S‘-'f“?ﬂ”",if 200 County Rd 950 « Calhoun, TN 37309

- - . Bus.: 423-336-5052 « Fax: 423-336-8224
: .‘{{ff.’ rdable _.ff,‘:’-" * infoaadventhome.org » www.adventhome.org

We change atfitude and reverse ADHD!

FREE Adventist Channels * NO Monthly Fees!
Adventist Satellite is the Official Distribution Partner for the General Conference and the following Adventist broadcasters:

Ao AND LLBNS "}14;/;; reTal) RADioZs — Jai™ ;ﬁuu

.......

Single-room Satellite Packages
Standard Receiver System Digital Video Recorder

$1 9 9 +shipping $2 8 9 +shipping

Multi-room Satellite Packages
Standard Two Room System Twu Room System with DVR

$3 74 +shipping 4 4 9 +sh|pp|ng

Famuly Safe Christian TV makes a great gift to friends, ‘ﬁ’i

loved ones or a charitable donation for your church!
Order now just in time for the holidays!

www.adventistsat.com call now: 866-552-6882

Advantist Satellite BE01 Washington Blvd., Ste 107 Rosevilla CA 95678 Working hours: Mo-Th 2am-Spm, Frl Bam-4pm PST Local Phone 916-218-T806
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How to Submit Your Advertising

(1) Have your pastor or a local church elder
write “Approved” and his signature on the sheet
of paper containing the advertisement, (2) write
your name and address on the same sheet, (3)
specify how many times the ad is to run, (4)
send the approved ad to your conference office
6 weeks in advance of the publication date and
(5) don't forget to enclose payment in full for each
month the ad is to run. Make checks payable to
SOUTHERN UNION.

RATES: Southern Union: $40 for 20 words or
less, including address. $45 for anything longer
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word
beyond 45. Out of Union: $50 for 20 words or
less, including address. $55 for anything longer
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.50 per word
beyond 45. Accepted as space is available. Ads
may run in successive months as space permits.

SOUTHERN TIDINGS makes every reason-
able effort to screen all advertising, but in no
case can the periodical assume responsiblity for
advertisements appearing in its columns, or for
typographical errors.

PROPERTY AVAILABLE

GATLINBURG, PIGEON FORGE,
SEVIERVILLE TN CABIN RENTALS. 1
to 9 bedrooms, mountain views, seasonal
swimming pool, hot tubs, jacuzzis, pool
tables, saunas, theater rooms, fire places,
fully equipped kitchen, DollyWood tickets, pet
friendly, close to area attractions. American
Mountain Rentals 800-508-6070. [12, 1]

COLLEGEDALE GUESTHOUSE. 1.5
bedrooms fully equipped condo w/kitchen
and laundry, no steps, huge deck, secluded
woodland setting. “Absolutely delightful” say
guests. $60/night for two (2-night minimum).
Roger King, 423-236-4688. See pictures at
www.rogerkingrentals.com. ©

QUIET OAKS ASSISTED LIVING in
Graysville, TN (45 miles from Southern
Adventist University) has room openings
for seniors. A 25-acre mountain estate with
many walking trails and gardens is located
near 3 local SDA churches. Our licensed
home is clean and updated with 11 rooms,
3ABN TV, healthy menu, social activities
and other amenities. Call RN Administrator,
Laura Morrison at 423-775-7658 or e-malil
quietoaks@comcast.net or www.quietoak.
com. [12]

SUMMIT RIDGE RETIREMENT VILLAGE
is a place where you can live independently
in your own home. Lawn mowing and
maintenance provided. Church and nursing
home on grounds. Make friends with Adventist
neighbors, and enjoy the low cost of living in
the Oklahoma countryside. Call Bill Norman,
405-454-6538. Website: www.summit-ridge-
village.org. ©
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INDEPENDENT RETIREMENT
COMMUNITY - Beautiful spacious
apartments and villas located in the
magnificent mountains of western North
Carolina at Fletcher Park Inn. We have
current availabilities just waiting for you to
call home. Call today to schedule a tour.
New Rental Program! 800-249-2882 or
marketing@fletcherparkinn.org. [12-1]

FLORIDA LIVING: Where Friends
Become Family! Senior Community half-
hour from Orlando. Ground level Apts.
and Rooms; one-year lease; no extra
fees; Vegetarian Cuisine; Church/Pool/
Shopping/Activities; Short-term Rentals
- furnished 2 BR Apts. $48/$75/night;
$300 or $450/week; 1-800-729-8017 x 24
Website: floridalivingretirement.com. Email:
JackieFLRC@aol.com. [12-4]

GREAT VACATION HOME - 2B/1B in a
Park. Pool, screened in porch, covered drive,
brand new kitchen and bath, $15,000. Also:
1999 Ford 250 plumbing/work truck: closed
in bed, 100,000 miles, $6000. 352-787-3332
Lady Lake Florida. [12, 1]

EAST TENNESSEE MOUNTAINS! Cedar
sided cabin on 43 wooded acres, built 1985,
3BR, 2.5 BA, 4300 sq. ft., workshop, chapel,
heat pump, 2 fireplaces, pioneer cook stove,
new metal roof, water filtration system, wrap
around deck, central vac. Call 423-783-0051
for pictures and info. [12]

EAST TENNESSEE! Brick ranch, 5 acres
partially wooded & fenced, 3 BR, 3 BA, 1800
sq. ft., two fireplaces, full basement with
canning kitchen, carport, drive under garage,
established garden, fruit trees, minutes from
Adventist school, hospital and churches. Call
423-783-0051 for pictures and info. [12]

8+/- MILES TO SAU - home on 3.5 acres
featuring a full unfinished basement with
workshop & 2-car garage. Only $159,900.
Call Wendy Dixon, Crye-Leike Realtors, 423-
238-5440 office or 423-883-0654 cell. [12]

COLLEGEDALE VACANT LOT very close
to SAU. Buildable lot or 2 bedroom home.
Public water, phone and cable available.
Subdivision. Call Wendy Dixon, Crye-
Leike Realtors, 423-238-5440 office or 423-
883-0654 cell. [12]

OOLTEWAH DUPLEX NEAR SAU only
$129,850. Two units that are approximately
1100 sq.ft. and 2 bed/1.5 bath each. Currently
occupied with $1300 gross monthly income.
Call Wendy Dixon, Crye-Leike Realtors, 423-
238-5440 office or 423-883-0654 cell. [12]

HISTORICAL HILL-TOP HOME: 4200 sq.ft.
home near Centerville, TN. 28 cross-fenced
acres, pasture, woods. 1200 foot waterfront
on beautiful Mill Creek, 110 yr old log cabin,
15 RV sites. Spring water to home, cabin,
RV area. Dead end road, no neighbors in
view. Ideal for lifestyle center, retreat. Photos
on request. $395,000. 423-488-7010, 423-
645-4045. [12]

BUYING OR SELLING PROPERTY IN
TENNESSEE Collegedale, Chattanooga,
Cleveland, or North Georgia? Contact Bob
Roach, ABR, CRS, GRI at Crye-Leike,
Realtors. Cell: 423-503-4196, Home: 423-
326-0199, Office: 423-238-9090 or e-mail:
bob.roach@crye-leike.com. [12]

GATLINBURG TIMESHARE ON GOLF
COURSE -2 bedrooms, kitchen, bathrooms,
sleeps eight. Has lockout, pools, game and
exercise rooms. Between Pigeon Forge and
Gatlinburg. Exchange 5000 points per year
to travel the world. $6000 or best offer. 423-
396-2787. [12]

CHURCH SCHOOL A PRIORITY? Larger
1975 brick/vinyl family home on 1.98 acres
with barnin Gray, TN, 2 miles from Tri-City SDA
School near Kingsport, Johnson City. 1-level
living, new neutral carpet. Daylight basement
area makes great guest quarters or could
sublet for income apartment. $195,000. Judy
Bolyard, 423-753-5983. [12, 1]

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

LAURELBROOK ACADEMY seeks mission-
minded staff. Beautiful mountain location;
60 miles from SAU. Housing and stipend
provided. Positions open for treasurer and
in healthcare and agriculture as well as for
teachers in Science, English, and Math. Call
Roger Westfall at 423-775-0771; or email:
chsape@cs.com ©

PHYSICIAN OPPORTUNITIES IN NORTH
GEORGIA. Gordon Hospital is seeking Board
Certified/Board Eligible Internal Medicine
physicians. Live within a beautiful southern
community which offers a gorgeous Adventist
hospital (www.gordonhospital.com), brand
new Adventist elementary school (www.
cobleschool.com), and first class Adventist
high school (www.gcasda.org). Southern
Adventist University within a 45 minute
drive (www.southern.edu). Contact bonnie.
shadix@ahss.org, 800-264-8642. [12]

BEAUTIFUL ADVENTIST HOSPITAL
located in North Georgia is seeking Board
Certified/Board Eligible OBGYN. Join



a highly respected, busy private practice.
Excellent income guarantee. Excellent
benefits. Outstanding Adventist schools
within community. Southern University within
a 45-minute drive. For more information
contact bonnie.shadix@ahss.org, or call 800-
264-8642. www.gordonhospital.com. [12]

CURRENTLY HIRING: Assistant Director,
Counselor, and Executive Assistant. Advent
Home Learning Center, Inc. is seeking
dedicated, self-sacrificing workers who have
long term interests in supporting ministries.
Visit our website: www.adventhome.org.
Contact: Ms. Izzy Williams, Phone 423-336-
5052. Send Resume: fax 423-336-8224,
E-mail iwilliams@adventhome.org. [12]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY'S
Department of Biology/Allied Health, seeks
professor for Fall 2010. Prefer Ph.D. in Biology
with emphasis in Anatomy and Physiology.
Desire scientist committed to involvement with
undergraduate student learning and research.
Desire scientist committed to involvement
with undergraduate student learning and
research. The successful candidate will be
a member in good and regular standing of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Send CV,
statement of teaching philosophy, and three
references to: Keith Snyder, Chairman, Biology
Search Committee, Southern Adventist
University, P.O. Box 370, Collegedale, TN
37315. Phone: 423-236-2929. Fax: 423-236-
1926. Email: kasnyder@southern.edu. [12]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY
seeks a full-time faculty member to teach
English as a Learned Language and Basic
Writing, including intermediate and advanced
reading, writing, and grammar skills. The
top candidate will hold at least an M.A. in
English, with emphasis on teaching English
as alearned language, or, better still, a Ph.D.
in linguistics. He/she will have a record of
successfully teaching ELL students, will show
commitment to integrating faith and learning,
and will be a Seventh-day Adventist Church
member in good standing. Please send CV to
Jan Haluska, Chair, Department of English,
P.O. Box 370, Collegedale, TN 37315-
0370, or haluska@southern.edu. Deadline:
November 15, 2009. [12]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY
seeks an instructor in the School of
Journalism & Communication to teach
public relations, advertising or new media.
Candidates must have at least a master's
degree, and preferably a doctorate, in
the field, as well as professional work
experience. They must be a member of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church in good
and regular standing. Send CV to Dr. Greg
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Rumsey, rumsey@southern.edu, PO Box
370, Collegedale, TN 37315. [12]

SOUTHERNADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks
professor in the Mathematics Department
beginning August, 2010. Candidates will
hold a doctoral degree in mathematics or
mathematics education. Applicants with
expertise in real analysis and/or geometry, and
are qualified to direct secondary mathematics
teacher education program. The successful
candidate will be a member in good and
regular standing of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. Send letter of application, curriculum
vitae (including a statement of teaching
philosophy), and at least three references
to Kevin Brown, Mathematics Department,
Southern Adventist University, P.O. Box 370,
Collegedale, TN 37315-0370. [12]

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY’S School of
Social Work seeks applicants for (2) tenure
track positions. MSW degree and minimum
of 2 years post-MSW practice experience
required. Ph.D. in social work or related
field and five or more years of successful
teaching/administrative practice preferred.
To learn more, visit our website at: http://jobs.
wallawalla.edu. [12]

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY is seeking a
new Provost. The Provost reports to the
President of the University and is responsible
for all the academic programs, educational
services, quality/program review, student
success, teaching & learning resources,
faculty development, outcome assessment,
university accreditation and providing
Christian leadership to the seventh most
diverse campus in the nation. The preferred
candidate should hold an earned doctoral
degree and have experience in mobilizing
and leading a complex academic structure
to demonstrated levels of achievement. The
successful candidate will have significant
academic/management experience
in institutions of higher learning. This
candidate will also possess academic vision,
problem solving skills, collaborative style,
strong interpersonal skills, and an ability
to champion positive change. Andrews
University encourages applicants with
diverse backgrounds to apply at: http://www.
andrews.edu/hr/emp_jobs_salaried.cgi. [12]

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY has a unique
job opportunity for an Aviation Airframe
& Powerplant Instructor. Duties include
teaching/developing curricula, materials,
projects and instructional aids for an FAA
approved Part 147, Aircraft Maintenance
Technician Program. Interested candidates
apply at: http://www.andrews.edu/HR/
emp_jobs_faculty.cgi. [12, 1]

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY is seeking a
Graduate Dean for the School of Graduate
Studies and Research. An earned doctoral
degree is required. For more information and
to apply please go to: http://www.andrews.
edu/HR/emp_jobs_salaried.cgi. [12, 1]

INDIANA ACADEMY seeks missionary
taskforce assistant girl's dean for the 2009-
2010 and 2010-2011 school years. She must
have a passion for sharing Jesus with others,
respectfully enforce rules, and supervise
young ladies in the dorm. Contact Kara Kerbs,
head girl's dean, at ia4dgod@yahoo.com or
317-984-3575. [12]

WORKING OR RETIRED LADY to share
expenses living with active senior lady in
Nashville, TN. Call 615-672-2309 or 615-
473-8485. [12]

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

BOOKS — More than 250,000 new and used
Adventist books in stock at www.LNFBooks.
com. Looking for a publisher? Free review of
your manuscript. Call 1-800-367-1844 or visit
www.TeachServices.com. [12-9]

ADVENTIST SATELLITE SYSTEMS - For
installation in the Atlanta area, call Kaz
Sanocki, 404-791-3093. [12]

HOMESCHOOLERS, awaken the bookworm
in your child with the familiar Bible stories
in the A Reason For Guided Reading®
curriculum. These ability-based leveled
readers teach kids reading strategies
for success. Now available at your local
Adventist Book Center, online at www.
adventistbookcenter.com, or by calling
1-800-765-6955. [12-9]

GREAT GIFTS FOR KIDS! Are you looking
for Christmas gifts with real value? Your
Story Hour is the answer! Christmas sale in
progress. Just call 800-987-7879 for orders
or to request a catalog, or visit us at www.
yourstoryhour.org. [12]

IMMUNE AMMUNITION: five herbs blended
to help fight bacteria, virus, fungus and
inflammation! Buy now and be ready. Give
it as a Christmas gift. We also carry vegan
vitamin D and other vegan supplements.
www.bonherbals.com, 423-238-7467.
Bonnie Mattheus, Bon Herbals, PO Box
1038, Collegedale, TN, 37315. E-mail:
bonnie@bonherbals.com. [12]

INSPIRTATIONAL BOOK: From a Nobody
to the Daughter of the King by Juanita
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Hamil. Read about Cassie’s miraculous
escape from the bloodbath in her country.
$12.95. Available at your ABC, online: www.
AdventistBookCenter.com, or by calling
1-800-765-6955. [12]

CEMETERY LOTS FOR SALE - A six-
grave lot at Valhalla Cemetery, south of
Birmingham on Bessemer Highway. Choice
location and easy to find. Originally $4800
(over ten years ago). Will sell for $4500.
(Today’s price: over $9000). Contact Pastor
Wm. Webb in Florida: 727-372-7088. [12, 1]

MISCELLANEOUS

SINGLE AND OVER 40? Stay home and
meet new friends in USA, only interracial
group for Adventist singles over 40. For
information, send large self-addressed
stamped envelope to ASO-40, 2747
Nonpareil, Sutherlin, OR 97479. ©

AdventistSingles.org Free 14-day Trial! Join
thousands of Adventist singles online. Free
chat, search, profiles, match notifications!
Adventist owners since 1993. Visit www.
ElliotDylan.com for the Undercover Angels
series of novels for Christian teens that build
on Biblical principles and encourage integrity.
Great Sabbath reading and gifts! ©

www.AdventistContact.com — successfully
matching single Adventists since 1974.
Adventist Contact is the original dating
ministry for Adventists. We endeavor to be
the very best! Will you be our next success
story? Don’t spend Christmas alone. Join
now! See what’s free! Tell your friends.
Married through Contact? Send your story
to: success@adventistcontact.com. [12-5]

ARE YOU MOVING SOON? Before you
rent an U-Haul and do it yourself, check our
price and save yourself the hassle. Plan now
and reserve a time slot. Fast, direct, and
economical. Contact Gary Erhard, Erhard
Furniture, 610 South Mechanic Street,
Berrien Springs, MI; 49103; 269-471-7366 or
248-890-5700, evenings 8-11 p.m. ©

RELOCATING? Apex Moving & Storage has
a national account contract with the General
Conference for your moving needs. Take
advantage of a volume rated discount. Be
assured you are moving with the BEST! Call
Marcy Dante’ at 800-766-1902; or visit us
at: www.apexmoving.com/adventist. [12-2]

RVs!!! Adventist-owned and operated RV
dealership has been helping SDAs for more
than 30 years. Huge inventory. Courtesy
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airport pickup and onsite hookups. Satisfied
SDA customer list available. Call toll-free:
888-933-9300. Lee’s RV City, Oklahoma City.
Visit our website: www.leesrv.com or Email:
LeesRVs@aol.com. ©

EIGHT NATURAL REMEDIES with James
Johnson, M.d. Phone/fax 615-523-2136.
Email education@jjohnsonmd.com. Have a
blessed Christmas and happy New Year. [12]

NEWSTART LIFESTYLE PROGRAM at
Weimar Institute of Health & Education:
Our 18-day NEWSTART Lifestyle Program
reduces the risk of and reverses obesity,
high cholesterol, hypertension, diabetes,
neuropathy, heart disease, fibromyalgia,
stress & other degenerative diseases. For
more information, call 800-525-9192 now!
Read testimonies on our website: www.
newstart.com. [12, 1]

MEDICAL MISSIONARY TRAINING -
Wildwood Health Retreat: Intensive 2-week
course focusing on natural remedies,
nutrition, sanctuary, last day events,
and beginning your own health ministry.
Dates: Jan. 18-31, 2010. Site: Wildwood
Health Retreat, Iron City, TN. Cost:
$425 (includes room, vegan meals, and
materials). For more information: Lew Keith
931-724-6706. Email: lykeith@gmail.com.
[12]

confidence and peace of mind. Your friends
at Hamblin's HOPE deliver-on time! [12]

VACATION ON KAUAI, HAWAII — “THE
GARDEN ISLAND” — Kahili Mountain Park
is a scenic mountain getaway located at
the base of Kahili Ridge. Just minutes from
popular Kauai attractions, the park has an
assortment of 1-4 room cabins with sleeping
for 2-6 persons. See pictures and rates at
www.kahilipark.org. Info: info@kabhilipark.
org or 808-742-9921. [12-6]

VISIT EUROPE! Adventist group travel or
individual arrangements: discounted hotels,
car rentals, trains, cruises. 601-891-0414 or
starmountaintravel.com. [12]

ONLY $25 provides sanitation to a child in
Niger! Most schools in Niger have no latrines,
contributing to poor health and school
attendance. ADRA is installing latrines and
hand-washing facilities in 25 schools. Use
code PM0927 and call 1-800-424-ADRA
(2372) or visit www.adra.org to give children
a chance to succeed! [12]

HUSBAND & WIVES
SEMINAR — Wildwood Health
Retreat: A 1-week Bible-
based seminar focusing on
strengthening relationships
between husbands and
wives. Site: Wildwood
Health Retreat, Iron City,
TN. Dates: Feb. 8-14,
2010. Cost: $199 per person
(includes private room
and bath, vegan meals,
all materials). For more
information: Lew Keith 931-
724-6706. Email: lykeith@
gmail.com. [12]

to Famil
PLANNING AN
EVANGELISTIC SERIES
OR HEALTH SEMINAR?
Have questions? Need
affordable, professionally
prepared handbills,
brochures, signs, banners,
and mailing services?
Call HOPE'S Customer
Service Representative
free at 800-274-0016 or
visit www.hopesource.com.
You deserve the best with

GIVE Creation lllustrated

magazine, “The Christian

Answer to National Geographic!”
Neighbors, Co-Workers, of ALL ages!
Stunning quarterly, Bible-based nature lessons,
animal stories, Creation science, study guide,
Genesis Cuisine Vegan Recipes, & more! A Gift that
Keeps On Giving! Every issue a KEEPSAKE!

Subscriptions as Low as
$12.50/yr. (reg. $19.95)

www.Creationlllustrated.com/SUC
Or Call: (800) 360-2732

Holiday Gift




Florida

Complete calendar online —
http://www.floridaconference.
com/calendar.html|

Florida Pathfinder events —
http://www.floridapathfinders.
com/ or call 407-644-5000 x127.
Singles’ Ministries events
and mailing list information.
Spiritual study groups, fellowship
dinners, outings, and more.
http://www.asamcf.org/,
djmiller4000 @gmail.com, or 386-
789-3235.

North Florida Oakwood
University Alumni Chapter —
membership information and
event listings for Oakwood
alumni in Florida. Details: http.//
www.oakwoodalumninfl.org/,
oakwoodalumninfl@gmail.com,
888-719-7776, or 904-616-1896.
Florida Hospital DeLand
Support Groups - Florida
Hospital DeLand offers a variety
of support groups. Details
available under the “Support
Groups” link in the “Patients
and Visitors” box at http://www.
fhdeland.org/.

Singles’ Ministries Annual
New Year’s Retreat — Dec.
30-Jan. 3. Camp Kulaqua, High
Springs. Details: http://www.
asamcf.org/, djmiller4000@
gmail.com, 386-789-3235,
rhoda.burrill@floridaconference.
com, or 407-644-5000 x136.
116th Annual Florida
Conference Camp Meeting

— March 4-7. New venue:

Camp Kulaqua, High Springs.
Details online: http://www.
floridaconference.com/
campmeeting/

Campestre Hispano
(Spanish-language Camp
Meeting — April 15-18. New
venue: Camp Kulaqua, High
Springs. Details online: http.//
www.floridaconference.com/
campmeeting/

Georgia-Cumberland
Complete calendar online—
www.gccsda.com

Homeland Lay Evangelism
Training — Dec. 4-6. Columbus,
GA.

Pathfinder Teen Leadership
Training — Dec. 4-6. Cohutta
Springs.

Events Calendar

Prayer Ministries — Dec. 5.
GCC/SAC Evangelism Rally —
Dec. 5. Atlanta Berean Church.
Stenbakken Christmas
Program — Dec. 5. Alpharetta,
GA.

Roy & Amy Pauley — Dec. 12.
Atlanta Metro Church at 11 a.m./
Stone Mountain Church at 5
p.m. Atlanta, GA. Details: 404-
289-1748.

The King’s Heralds — Dec. 12.
Atlanta Romanian Church at 11
a.m./Mt. Olive Church at 5 p.m.
Atlanta, GA. Dec. 19. Marietta
Church at 11 a.m./Atlanta
Boulevard Church at 5:30 p.m.
Details: 404-289-1748.
Handel’s Messiah Sing-Along
— Dec. 20. Chattanooga First
Church.

Elementary Band Festival
Deadline — Jan. 11.

Winter Ministers’ Meeting —
Jan. 17-19. Cohutta Springs.
Young in Ministry — Jan. 19-20.
Cohutta Springs.

Children / Family Ministries
Convention — Jan. 29-31.
Cohutta Springs.

Health Summit — Jan. 29-Feb.
7. Maitland, FL.

Gulf States

Complete Calendar online —
http://www.gscsda.org.

Elders’ and Deacons’ Meeting
— Dec. 4-6. Camp Alamisco.
Conference Executive
Committee — Dec. 8.
Montgomery, AL.

Literature Evangelists Retreat
—Jan. 1-3.

Pathfinder Council — Jan. 8-10.
Camp Alamisco.

Teen Caving Invitational — Jan.
22-24.

Kentucky-
Tennnessee
Conference Association Board
Dec. 1. Jan. 26.

Conference Executive
Committee

Dec. 1. Jan. 26.

Pastors’ Meeting — Jan. 4-7.
West Tennessee Festival of
Faith — March 6. Memphis, TN.
Eastern Kentucky Camp
Meeting — March 12, 13.
Prestonsburg, KY.

Prayer Conference — March 19-
21. Indian Creek Camp.
Highland Academy Alumni
Weekend — April 2-4. Honoring
classes: 1960, 1985, and 2000;
as well as the classes of ‘45,

‘65, ‘65, ‘70, ‘75, ‘80, ‘90, ‘95,
and ‘05.

Southern Adventist
University

Christmas on the Promenade
— Dec. 1.

School of Music Christmas
Concert — Dec. 12.

Semester Exams — Dec.13-16.
Christmas Break — Dec. 17-
Jan. 4.

Online Registration — Open for
new/transfer students continues
through Jan. 8.

Announcements

Adventist Attorneys and Law
Students: Membership in the
Southern Society of Adventist
Attorneys is open to all Seventh-
day Adventist Attorneys and
Law Students. For membership
enroliment and additional
information, please contact:
Southern Society of Adventist
Attorneys, PO Box 849, Decatur
GA 30031-0849.

Invitation to Teach in Thailand:

Missionary teachers needed
to serve God in the wonderful
country of Thailand. Details:
kpergerson@yahoo.com.

Uchee Pines New Lifestyle
Center Dedication/40th
Anniversary — Jan. 21-24.

Seale, AL. To RSVP please
contact Tari Jenkins at 334-855-
4781. Details: ucheepines.org
Third Annual Adventist Health
System CEO Reunion - Jan.
29, 30. Avon Park, FL. Details,
contact: Bill Sager, 863-452-
2593, email: wesager@tnni.net;
or Tom Amos, 863-452-1979,
email: dtamos@gmail.com; or
Jim Culpepper, 615-415-1925.

Union College Homecoming

— April 1-4. Honor classes are
1940, 1950, 1955, 1960, 1970,
1980, 1985, 1990, and 2000.
Details: Contact the alumni office
at 402-486-2503 or alumni@
ucollege.edu.

=\ dventist
Health

Our Mission:
To share God's love by providing
physical, mental and spiritual
healing.

17 hospitals in:
California
Hawaii
Oregon
Washington

Live the Dream
The journey begins with us.

For job opportunities, visit
www.adventisthealth.org

SURSET

Dec. 4
5:29
5:13
5:11
5:28
4:35
4:55
5:23
4:48
5:30
4:40
4:32
5:29
5:02

Dec. 11
5:30
5:14
5:12

Atlanta, GA
Charleston, SC
Charlotte, NC
Collegedale, TN
Huntsville, AL
Jackson, MS
Louisville, KY:
Memphis, TN
Miami, FL
Montgomery, AL
Nashville, TN
Orlando, FL
Wilmington, NC

Dec. 18 Dec. 25

NE Jan:
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P.O. Box 849
Decatur, GA 30031

Change Service Requested

You and youf Bible
will never be the same!

2 weeks

Jan. 31 - Feb. 14 Operation Mission LIEE

July 11 - July 25

Aug. 29 - Sep. 12 Jant24'- M[]y 1)(8

3 Weeks 4 Weeks

Jan. 24 - Feb. 14 Jan. 24 - Feb. 21 - 9F) - = 415

For more information and application/reference forms

www.ComeExperiencelLife.com

. Lay Institute For Evangelism
1.888.MAT 28:19 stituts For Evang
(1.888.628.2819) Orlando, Florida, 32868-3255



