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Vantage Point

A Passion for 
Him

At this time of year a Christian’s mind is directed to the birth of Jesus. Rather 
than debating the pagan origin of the Christmas season, perhaps our time would be 
better spent focusing our thoughts on the uniqueness of Jesus. This uniqueness gen-
erated a powerful passion in His followers, a passion that made them willing to be 
persecuted and killed rather than forsake Him, a passion that sent them to the most 
remote areas of Earth to tell His story.

More than 350 Old Testament prophecies, given centuries before the event, 
promised a totally unique Person would be born in Bethlehem. Let’s review a few of 
these prophecies.

Isaiah lived more than 700 years before Jesus. Under special inspiration, He 
promised, “For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. And the government will 
rest on his shoulders. These will be his royal titles: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His ever-expanding, peaceful government 
will never end. He will rule forever with fairness and justice from the throne of his 
ancestor David. The passionate commitment of the LORD Almighty will guarantee 
this,” Isaiah 9:6, 7 NLT. In chapter 53, he shares the uniqueness of the Person given 
the royal titles in chapter 9: “But he was wounded and crushed for our sins. He was 
beaten that we might have peace. He was whipped, and we were healed. All of us 
have strayed away like sheep. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the 
LORD laid on him the guilt and sins of us all,” Isaiah 53:5-6 NLT.

The New Testament writers expanded and amplified this theme. They believed 
without a doubt that Jesus was the fulfillment of all these prophecies. Matthew 
writes, “…He will be called Immanuel (meaning, God is with us),” Matthew 1:23b 
NLT.  John wrote, “In the beginning the Word already existed. He was with God, and 
He was God,” John 1:1 NLT. In verse 14a, he continues, “So the Word became hu-
man and lived here on Earth among us.” Thomas declared, “My Lord and my God,” 
John 20:28 NLT. These early believers were flabbergasted that we humans could be 
“…restored to friendship with God by the death of his Son while we were still his 
enemies,” Romans 5:10 NLT. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “For God made Christ, 
Who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right 
with God through Christ,” 2 Corinthians 5:21 NLT.

The idea of a Deity coming to this Earth and being the Sacrifice for mankind is 
totally unique to the thinking of the great philosophers and writers of history. No 
one had ever imagined that concept. Believing that Jesus fulfilled the prophecies of 
the Old Testament, that He was the Sacrifice sent from God, that He was Who He 
claimed to be, has given believers throughout history a passion for Him the gates of 
hell could not stop.

Melvin K. Eisele
Gulf States 
Conference
President

Guest Editorial
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It is easy to get caught up in 
the hustle and bustle of everyday 
living. We become so involved 
with our jobs, marriage, and pay-
ing bills that now-and-again we 
need a reality check to help get 
things back into perspective. I 
came across an article entitled, 
“Whose House Comes First?” that 
did just that for me. What a serious 
question. Who is first in our lives? 
Do we have room for God in our 
busy schedules? 

Imagine this… You haven’t 
been home in a number of years. 
When you return, you find your 
land overgrown, filled with weeds, 

and occupied by pest. Still you 
are happy for the opportunity to 
rebuild your home. In the midst 
of your rebuilding you hear the 
Lord of host saying: “Is it time for 
you yourselves to be living in your 
paneled houses, while this house 
remains a ruin? Consider your ways! 
You have sown much, and you 
bring in little; you eat, but do not 
have enough; you drink, but you 
are not filled with drink; you clothe 
yourselves, but no one is warm; 
you earn wages to put into a bag 
with holes,” Haggai 1: 4-6, NKJV.

You ask yourself, why is God 
so cruel? Does He not know that 

your home has been in ruins for 
years? Does He not see the long 
hours you labor in attempt to re-
cover and restore your assets? How 
does He expect you to be of any 
help to anyone else if your own 
place is not in order?

You hear God’s voice again 
saying: “You looked for much, but 
indeed it came to little; and when 
you brought it home, I blew it 
away. Why? Because of My house 
that is in ruins, while every one 
of you runs to his own house. 
Therefore the heavens above you 
withhold the dew, and the earth 
withholds its fruit. For I called a 

BY Oliver J. McKinney and Whitney Jordan

Cover Feature

Whose House Comes First?
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drought on the land and the moun-
tains… and on all the labor of your 
hands,” Haggai 1:9-11, NKJV.

You wonder if this could be 
the reason for your unexplained 
expenses and reduced income. Is 
this why you can’t seem to make 
ends meet? Emergencies, sickness, 
loss, and taxes… “Someone” has 
definitely been “blowing” on your 
income.

I, too, have been in a situation 
much like this one. I was so in-
volved in my personal ventures and 
didn’t see the benefits of my labor. 
But have no fear, for the Lord says, 
“be strong, all you people of the 
land. For I Am with you… from this 
day on I will bless you,” Haggai 2: 
4-19, NJKV.

God’s message through Haggai 
brought revival and new hope to 
the Jewish remnant. With renewed 
strength they bent every effort to 
rebuild the Temple, and within a 
remarkably short time, the Lord’s 
House was finished.

Nothing has changed. God’s re-
quirements are still the same today. 
His promised blessings will come 
when we learn to put His House 
and His Work first.

Today, there is an urgent need 
for new or refurbished church 
buildings that bring praise and 
honor to God. There are churches 
that have stopped growing due 
to crowded facilities. There are 
churches that are burdened with 
debt, and little effort is being made 
to decrease it. This was never 
God’s plan!

Ellen White tells us in Counsels 
on Stewardship, “It is a dishonor to 
God for our churches to be bur-
dened with debt…. If the money 
that is needed to build could first 
be accumulated by strenuous ef-
forts, and the church dedicated free 
from debt, how much better would 
it be.” We must remember that all 
of our possessions belong not to 

us, but God. Our talents, skills, 
opportunities, strength, and means 
belong to Him, and we must give 
account for them, pages 22, 259, 
261.

Let us prove the Lord, for He 
says, “bring ye all tithes and offer-
ing into the storehouse, that there 
may be meat in Mine house, and 
prove me now herewith, saith the 
Lord of hosts, if I will not open you 
the windows of Heaven, and pour 
you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive 
it.”  He invites us to do so, “that 
there may be meat to supply the 
demands of souls hungering for the 
bread of life,” Counsels on Steward-
ship, p. 89. This word is our assur-
ance.

The message is clear. There is a 
close correlation between personal 
prosperity and personal commit-
ment to God.  As the year comes 
to a close, let the New Year find us 
with God’s treasuries replenished. 
We must never forget that God’s 
House comes first.

Oliver J. McKinney is Southern 
Union stewardship director. Whitney 
Jordan is Southern Union communica-
tion department intern.
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Southern Adventist University Feature

By Ingrid Hernandez

As a pre-nursing student, fresh-
man Jonika Freeman understands 
how important grades and test 
scores are when it comes time to 
apply to the School of Nursing at 
Southern Adventist University. She is 
aiming to apply to the program the 
fall semester of her sophomore year, 
along with many other hopeful pre-
nursing students. What will make 
their situation different, though, is 
with the opening of a new nursing 
building, Florida Hospital Hall, the 
nursing program is accepting more 
students than it has in the past.

“It’s intimidating because I know 
there’s probably tons of nursing 
students with high GPAs,” says Free-
man. “With so many people, there’s 

going to be a lot of competition. 
It makes me feel better knowing 
there’s a better chance for me to get 
in because of the extra space.”

When choosing a school for her 
nursing education, Freeman explains 
there were two factors that made 
Southern stand out. First, word of 
mouth. She often spoke to people 
who praised the nursing program at 
Southern. Second, student success. 
The passing rate on the NCLEX-RN 
exam and the nurse practitioner cer-
tification exams is extremely high at 
Southern. The cherry on top, as she 
puts it, was Florida Hospital Hall.

“I feel like I can get a better 
education [in the new building],” 
says Freeman. “Just like you need to 

change textbooks in order to keep 
up with the latest information, it’s 
also good to change tools and the 
environment to be up to date.” 

From Herin Hall to Florida 
Hospital Hall

With the nation facing a nursing 
shortage that’s expected to worsen 
as the baby boomer generation ages, 
Florida Hospital has partnered with 
Southern to add a building more 
than twice the size of the old nurs-
ing building. This new building will 
significantly reduce space issues for 
current students. 

“We have already increased 
enrollment into the program in an-
ticipation of the new building,” says 

Southern Adventist University to Open Florida Hospital Hall in January

As construction wraps up on Florida Hospital Hall, Jonika Freeman dreams of the day she will be able to take classes in that building.

A New Home for Nurses
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Linda Marlowe, progressions coor-
dinator for the School of Nursing. 
“We’re absolutely delighted to get 
into the building.”

The three-story 33,000-square-
foot facility differs greatly from 
Herin Hall, Southern’s old home for 
the School of Nursing. The limited 
amount of classroom space in Herin 
Hall had forced nursing classes to 
spread out among various parts of 
campus for years. Plans of simply 
renovating Herin began in the late 
1990s and continued until 2006 
when the Board of Trustees voted 
for Southern to build an entire new 
building for nursing.

“The original plan was renova-
tion,” says Christopher Carey, vice 
president of advancement, “but as 
we looked out our need and de-
mands, a new vision was crystal-
lized.” 

Impacting Nursing Education
Ground was broken for Florida 

Hospital Hall on December 2, 2007. 
Three years later, the School of 
Nursing expects to move into the 
new building in time for the winter 
2010 semester. 

“We are very excited, very 
anxious to be all under one roof,” 
says Barbara James, D.S.N., dean 
of the School of Nursing. “We’re so 
scattered out and have been for a 
number of years.”

This roof will cover a state-of-
the-art learning center, complete 
with all the technology and tools 
needed to prepare nurses for a life 
of service. Florida Hospital Hall will 
have six classrooms ranging from 
24-seat rooms to a 96-seat amphithe-
ater. Two seminar rooms, along with 
a skills lab and assessment/massage 
lab, will also serve as classrooms.

Students will also benefit from 
the building’s new learning resource 
center. The learning resource cen-
ter is an important meeting place 
for nursing students; not only are 
classes occasionally held there, but 
it’s also used for research, testing, 
and review. Florida Hospital Hall’s 
learning resource center will be 
composed of two computer labs: 
one will be a testing lab with 36 

computers, and the other 
will have 31 computers 
primarily used for home-
work and practice tests. 

Simulation and Real 
Life Experiences

Junior nursing major 
Sara Hernandez says 
the most exciting thing 
about the new nursing 
building will be having a 
larger learning resource 
center and simulation 
lab in the same place. 

Once a semester, 
Hernandez walks into a 
lab for a hands-on four-
hour simulation with five 
other nursing students 
and two professors. With 
the two professors assess-
ing and controlling the 
simulation dummies by 
computer, and the rest 
of the students watching, 
Hernandez and her part-
ner proceed to study their 
“patient’s” report and 
perform a physical assess-
ment. Once they perform 
the assessment and check vital signs, 
they come up with a diagnosis and 
administer the proper medication. 
The subsequent measures taken are 
determined by how the dummy reacts 
to the medication. 

Simulations are certainly an 
exciting and valuable part of Her-
nandez’s nursing education. A little 
more space for the lab would allow 
for a more comfortable, efficient en-
vironment. “It’s intimidating enough 
with two professors and the other 
students watching you,” says Her-
nandez. “The space [we have now] 
makes it even more difficult with 
everyone crammed watching.”

In Florida Hospital Hall, the 
simulators will range from the most 
basic to the most advanced nursing 
course. The two simulation rooms, 
plus a third space prepared for an 
extra station, will allow the nursing 
program to have simulators not only 
for the associate’s degree program, 
but also for the bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s curriculums for the first time. 

“There are two simulation rooms 
separated by a control room in the 
center,” says James. “The control 
room has one-way glass, so the 
scenarios will be monitored by the 
professor in the control room.”

Something new for both the 
skills and simulation labs is the com-
puter software. Labs will be stocked 
with laptop computers with nursing 
education-specific electronic medical 
record software. Students will use 
the EMR software to chart records in 
a database. 

A Collaboration Focused on 
the Future

Together, all these programs 
and resources are part of a com-
mon goal between partners Florida 
Hospital and Southern’s School of 
Nursing: to provide students with 
the opportunities necessary for an 
easy transition from the classroom to 
the workplace.

Florida Hospital has had a long-
standing partnership with Southern 

The world-field light fixture hangs over a dramatic 
staircase located at the very front of the building.
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Adventist University, a connection 
that allows nursing students to learn 
about the medical field from the 
start.

“The relationship between the 
nursing faculty at Southern and 
Florida Hospital leadership,” says 
Lars Houmann, Florida Hospital 
president/CEO, “builds bridges for 
recruitment and career development 
specific to Florida Hospital’s needs 
and Southern’s ability to prepare 
nurses to meet those needs.”

Gordon Bietz, D.Min., University 
president, serves on the Florida Hos-

pital board, and was able to discuss 
possible ways of strengthening the 
nursing program with Houmann and 
the rest of the team. In the end, the 
group worked together to develop 
a relationship where Florida Hospi-
tal would help with the funding of 
the nursing building, and Southern 
would help with the training of 
nurses for careers of service.

From a Building to the World
There is no doubt the much-an-

ticipated nursing building has been 
the focus of every nursing student 

and faculty member walking down 
the K.R. Davis Promenade. Molly 
Gibb, junior nursing major, is espe-
cially glad she had the opportunity 
to be here while it happened.

“Florida Hospital Hall is beauti-
ful! It’s gorgeous and it makes me 
prideful about the field I’ve cho-
sen,” says Gibb. “A specific place 
for everything will encapsulate the 
grandeur of the nursing program.”

Yet with all the buzz surround-
ing cool new gadgets and spacious 
classrooms, the School of Nursing 
has not lost focus on the mission of 
its program.

“A number of graduates are 
serving around the world as per-
manent missionaries. They report 
that having a nursing degree and 
knowledge of how to meet people’s 
healthcare needs allows them to 
subsequently evangelize,” says 
James. “We also see a mission field 
in our own local community and 
have students involved in many as-
pects of health-related services.” 

In relation to this mission, stu-
dents in the new building will lift 
their eyes to behold a world-field 
light fixture hanging from the ceil-
ing, a grand symbol for the purpose 
of Southern’s nurses: to go out into 
all parts of the world to serve.
 Ingrid Hernandez is a junior public 
relations and business administration 
major at Southern Adventist University.

Alumni learn about the features of the new nursing building while standing in one of 
its classrooms.

Florida Hospital Hall is a unique 
building in several ways. Inside, it 
has figures of branches and leaves 
swirling on the carpeting. It has 
warmer colors, walls of earthy 
green envelop the setting. It has 
wall embellishments made of stone, 
an organic look ushered into the 
indoors. Fred Turner, Southern’s 
corporate architect, designed the 
building with a contemporary feel.

“I remember walking down a 
hallway when I first entered Herin 

Hall and thinking it was boring,” 
says Turner. “When someone walks 
down a hallway of Florida Hospital 
Hall, I want them to see variety just 
as you would see in nature.”

And variety is exactly what 
they will be seeing. Aside from the 
organic elements found throughout 
the building, the actual structure 
itself seems to embrace its natural 
surroundings. Not only does it curve 
along with campus’ K.R. Davis 
Promenade, but the many windows 

also invite the warm sunshine and 
Tennessee greenery inside.

Despite being placed near the 
two oldest buildings on campus, 
the latest addition to Southern’s 
campus fits right in with its brick 
composition, chimney structure, and 
towering white columns. It was a 
clear goal from the beginning — 

Florida Hospital Hall was meant 
to uphold the traditional look of 
Southern while being a modern 
addition.

Ideal for the Campus Atmosphere
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Atlanta Adventist Academy 
Principal La Ronda Forsey received a 
voicemail from the U.S. Department 
of Education in September. The first 
reaction was of concern about why 
anyone would call from there, but it 
ended up being a good phone call. 
The Office of Non-Public Education 
was selecting two schools to make a 
presentation on “Innovative Education 
for Private Schools.” On September 
22, Forsey had the opportunity to 
share what has been happening at 
Atlanta Adventist Academy (AAA) dur-
ing the last five years.

This was more than an oppor-
tunity to share what is happening at 
AAA — it was a chance to promote 
Adventist education to a prestigious 
audience that is interested in making 
sure that private schools can continue 
to be a part of the American school 
system. Many of the participants 
were members of CAPE (Council for 
American Private Schools); the role of 
this coalition group is to serve private 
elementary and secondary schools.

A testimony of how God’s plan 
was shared with people of many dif-
ferent faiths, Forsey recalls, “This was 
a high pressure speaking engagement, 
but was glad to have the opportu-
nity — a chance of a lifetime.” AAA 
has come a long way — it was only 
five years ago that Atlanta Adventist 
Academy was struggling over whether 
to close its doors when enrollment 
plummeted due to lengthened com-
mute times through Atlanta’s grow-
ing metroplex. Instead of accepting 
defeat, administration decided to try 
something new — a multi-campus 
network of live classrooms. Three 
metro-Atlanta campuses allow parents 
to keep their child close to home 

three days a 
week, and all 
three campuses 
come to one lo-
cation the other 
two days by bus 
for more social 
interaction and 
group-oriented 
activities such 
as music, art, 
science labs, 
etc. All three 
campuses have 
a handful of 
live teachers 
and a group 
of classrooms 
logged in live 
from around 
the south. These three campuses, 
along with five rural partner cam-
puses around the southeast, are all 
visually and audibly linked live, as if 
in the same classroom. Teachers can 
see their students, answer their ques-
tions, and even do interactive activi-
ties across campuses, without losing 
a beat. 

This system allows for lowered 
commute times in a large city and 
for students to have another choice 
when it comes to their education. Stu-
dents more than 45 minutes from an 
Adventist day academy traditionally 
have had to choose between board-
ing school and public school. While 
boarding schools are a valuable and 
appropriate choice for some students, 
some parents and students have stron-
ger reasons for keeping their students 
at home longer than others, but don’t 
wish to sacrifice the atmosphere and 
excellence that comes with Adventist 
education. 

The AAA staff continues to seek 
God’s guidance in being innova-
tive in a way that will sustain AAA, 
and continue to prepare students for 
Adventist Christian leadership.  There 
is one quote by Bruce Wilkenson that 
is a part of the AAA transition from 
six years ago:  “We are expected to 
attempt something large enough that 
failure is guaranteed ... unless God 
steps in ... you do not become great; 
you become dependent on the strong 
hand of God.”

God has blessed our church with 
an amazing educational system that is 
recognized throughout the world.

AAA Principal Invited to Present 
to U.S. Department of Education

La Ronda Forsey, principal, shares a presentation with the United 
States Department of Education about how Atlanta Adventist 
Academy applies “Innovative Education.”
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Watch a video about 
Atlanta Adventist Academy 

and its use of technology 
by visiting  

http://vimeo.com/16028051.

BY Alysa Darmody

Georgia-Cumberland Feature
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Adventist Health System

Bert Fish Medical Center
 Helps Children “Bear” Hospital Visit  

Hospitals can be scary 
places for young chil-
dren, so Bonnie Bullock, 
Bert Fish Medical Cen-
ter (BFMC) Parish nurse 
coordinator, decided to do 
something about it.

After a group of 
friends at Bullock’s church 
knitted teddy bears for a 
mission trip to Guatemala, 
Bullock thought that the 
bears could also help chil-
dren in Southeast Volusia 
County. She recruited ap-

proximately 20 BFMC 
employees, volunteers, 
and community resi-
dents to knit or crochet 
more than 100 bears to 
give to children in the 
hospital’s emergency 
room. 

“First of all, you 
are not feeling good. 
You’re sick, or you 
wouldn’t be in the 
emergency depart-
ment,” Bullock said. 
“So we are hoping that 
a friendly, smiling teddy 
bear will go ahead and 
make that experience a 
pleasurable one.”

One local volunteer, 
Geneva Wetzel, has made 
almost 50 of the bears.

“I’m enjoying do-
ing it and it is for a good 
cause. I hope the children 
enjoy it too,” said the New 
Smyrna Beach grandmoth-
er and great-grandmother 
of 12. “I hope it lights up 
their eyes a little bit and 
makes them feel a little bit 

better. I know they are 
sick when they come 
in here, so I hope it 
helps them.”

The bears were 
given out during the 
month of October.

“We want to create 
a healing environment 
so that people don’t 
feel institutionalized,” 
said Lisa Reese, BFMC 
director of ethics and 
compliance. “Patient-

centered care is a health-
care evolution and every-
one’s moving to it, but I 
think that we had a head 
start on it at Bert Fish.”

—BY LINDSAY REW

Geneva Wetzel (left) shows Bonnie Bull-
ock, BFMC Parish nurse coordinator, the 
teddy bears she is currently working on.

Florida Hospital Heartland Helps Local Children’s  
Museum Teach Kids About Health

Florida Hospital 
Heartland Medical Center’s 
mission is to extend the 
healing ministry of Christ 
— especially to kids. The 
Children’s Museum of the 
Highlands has partnered 
with Florida Hospital to 
update an interactive 
educational area featuring 
hands-on healthcare tools. 

“By teaching children 
about their bodies and 
how to care for them, we 
are empowering the next 
generation and helping 
them lead healthier lives,” 
said Florida Hospital 
performance improvement 
manager and Children’s 
Museum board member 

Meredith Lutz. 
Florida Hospital 

donated scrub outfits, 
lab coats, latex gloves, 

surgical masks, x-ray 
films, and more items to 
the Children’s Museum 
to pair with their existing 
x-ray light box, patient 
table,f and wheelchair for 
a fun interactive experi-
ence. A particular high-
light of the area is the 
assorted x-ray films show-
ing a snake and a teddy 
bear, and the wheelchair 
skills test. The hospital is 
also sponsoring a Stetho-
scope Drive to complete 
the area so kids can listen 
to their heart beats and 
practice counting. 

—BY TIFFANY BENDER

Florida Hospital Heartland’s partnership with the Children’s 
Museum provides children with an interactive and educational ex-
perience. Pictured in the group photo are Lauren Chapman (left), 
Owen Lowe, Noa Stoll, Breanna Word, Joshua Martin, Rachel 
Fowler, museum director Linda Crowder, and Alexandra Collier.
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Southern Adventist University

World-Famous Artist Showcases 
Biblical Illustrations at Southern

Alum Wins Emmy 

Barry Moser, a world-
renowned printmaker, 
book illustrator, and native 
Chattanoogan, showcased 
more than 100 Old and New 
Testament illustrations from 
his Pennroyal Caxton Bible 
to students, faculty, and 
community members for 
two consecutive evenings on 
September 22 and 23.

Old Testament 
illustrations such as “The 
Raping of Tamar,” “Jonah 

and the 
Whale,” and 
“Esther” were 
unveiled at 
the John C. 
Williams Art 
Gallery, while 
“Simeon,” “The 
Dove,” and 
other New 
Testament 
illustrations 
were revealed 
in the McKee 

Library the following 
night to complete the 
Barry Moser exhibit.

“I absolutely love 
it,” says Kristopher 
Haughton, a senior 
graphic design major. 
“It’s great to see an artist 
approach the Bible by 
illustrating the things 
that people don’t always 
want to think about.”

—by John Shoemaker

With an Emmy 
on her résumé, 
Maranatha Hay 
is one successful 
Southern Adventist 
University 
graduate.

Hay, ’08, 
recently won an 
award for her 
documentary, 
Surgeons of Hope, 
at the 36th annual 
Pacific Southwest 
Emmy Awards 

in San Diego. Surgeons of 
Hope is an emotional short 
documentary that she wrote, 
directed, and edited. The 
film follows the stories of 
two children in Nicaragua 
undergoing heart surgeries.

The video was 
produced for Loma Linda 
University by its public 
relations team. Hay took a 
position as a video public 
relations specialist at Loma 
Linda after graduating from 
Southern with a degree in 

broadcast journalism. Her 
job allows her to do what 
she loves most — telling 
stories.

Hay credits Southern 
for preparing her to pursue 
a career in documentary 
making.

“At Southern, I learned 
how to learn,” explains Hay. 
“I admired my professors, 
and I wanted to emulate 
them professionally.”

—By Jarod Keith 

ers, coffee, and other things 
that bikers would like to 
have. The CMA’s purpose 
is to not to be preachy but 
to serve others like Christ 
did, hoping that by serving 
bikers physically, the bikers 
would be open spiritually.

All day the bikers 
walked in sandals through 
dusty and dirty roads. Their 
feet were very soiled.

“It hit me that the 

Faculty and staff at 
Southern Adventist Univer-
sity strive to teach students 
about service by setting 
a personal example. One 
such example is Becky 
Djernes, Southern’s interior 
design coordinator, who 
serves bikers through the 
Christian Motorcycle Asso-
ciation (CMA).

At a biker bash, CMA 
was there to provide show-

bikers’ feet were exactly 
the type of feet Jesus was 
washing as he knelt before 
his disciples,” says Djernes. 
“Christ washed their feet not 
just to clean their feet but to 
refresh them.”

On the first evening, 
only one person came to 
get a pedicure, but the next 
morning before Djernes 
even had time to eat break-
fast, a line was formulating, 

and she gave pedicures to 
bikers for the next 13 hours 
straight. 

“Not only did God 
touch my life, but it affected 
others,” says Djernes. “We 
have no idea who we are 
touching. It was the most 
spiritual experience of my 
entire life — spending 13 
hours washing the feet of 
hardcore bikers.”

—by Carrie Francisco 

In addition to illustrating the Pennroyal Caxton 
Bible, Barry Moser has illustrated several children’s 
books like A Ring of Tricksters. 

Maranatha Hay’s filming career has taken 
her to many exciting places in the world. 

Employee Serves God by Giving Pedicures to Bikers
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Oakwood University

Following several 
hours of prayerful delib-
eration on Monday after-
noon, November 1, the 
Oakwood University Board 
of Trustees voted Leslie 
N. Pollard, D.Min., Ph.D., 
the 11th president of 
Oakwood University. The 
Board had been in closed-
door sessions all day pre-
paring to make the final 
decision on who would be 
Oakwood’s next CEO.  

Mervyn Warren, 
Ph.D., was voted interim 
president at the end of 
the General Conference 
session, and has served in 
that capacity since August  

During the past couple 
of months, the presiden-
tial search committee has 
worked diligently with the 
Myers McRae Executive 
Search and Consulting firm 
to meticulously review all 
24 confirmed applications 
that were under consider-
ation since the search team 
officially began its work. 

The committee was 
composed of represen-
tatives from Oakwood’s 
Board of Trustees, 
administration, faculty, 
staff, and students. It 
hosted four separate 
campus forums in the 
week preceding the 
Board’s fall session, 
to allow faculty, staff, 
students, administrators, 
alumni, and members 
of the local community 
to pose their questions 
and concerns directly 
to the final three can-
didates, and become 
more engaged in the 
selection process. 

The Board met 
with the final three 
candidates that Monday 
afternoon on Oakwood’s 
campus, as part of its regu-
larly scheduled fall meet-
ing. Ted Wilson, president 
of the General Confer-
ence and interim chair of 
the Oakwood University 
Board of Trustees, made 

the official announcement 
at approximately 5:30 p.m. 
(CST), as the Board con-
cluded its fall session.     

Pollard was one of 
three final candidates 
for the presidential seat, 
vacated in July when for-
mer president Delbert W. 

Baker, Ph.D., 
resigned 
the position 
to serve as 
one of nine 
general vice 
presidents of 
the Seventh-
day Adven-
tist Church. 
Pollard 
assumes his 
new position 
as president 
of Oakwood 
University on 
January 3, 
2011.

The two 
other final-

ists who were under 
consideration for the 
presidential post were 
Gina Spivey Brown, 
Ph.D., and Bertram 
L. Melbourne, Ph.D. 
Brown, the only fe-
male finalist, serves as 
dean of the School of 
Health Professions, Sci-
ence, and Wellness at 
Washington Adventist 
University. Melbourne 
is professor of biblical 
language and literature 
at Howard University 
School of Divinity.

Asked to comment 
on the overall presi-
dential search process, 
Board chair Ted Wilson 
had this to say: “We 
had three very fine can-

didates who were shared 
by the search committee 
with the Board. We prayed 
earnestly prior to the vote 
... and asked for the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance.” Vice 
chair Doris Gothard added, 
“We worked very, very 
hard to find a gifted and 
qualified candidate, and 
we found one — one of 
the best — Dr. Leslie Pol-
lard.…It is a good time for 
Oakwood University. It’s 
a wonderful experience 
when an institution can 
have one of its own come 
home, and so we welcome 
him.”          

Pollard’s commitment 
to excellence is seen in 
his drive for education. He 
earned a B.A. degree from 
Oakwood University and 
a M.Div. degree from the 
Adventist Theological Sem-
inary at Andrews Univer-
sity. He earned the D.Min. 

Oakwood University Names Its 11th President

Leslie N. Pollard, D.Min., Ph.D., 
Oakwood University president-elect 

Board members pause to pray for the Oakwood presidential decision. 
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Oakwood University

degree in preaching and 
worship from Claremont 
School of Theology. Seek-
ing higher-level fiscal and 
administrative develop-
ment, Pollard earned an 
M.B.A. in organizational 
management from the La 
Sierra University School 
of Business. Concluding 
his academic pursuits, he 
graduated from Andrews 
University with a Ph.D. in 
new testament language 
and literature, with a spe-
cialization in apocalyptic 
literature.  

Pollard’s 32 years of 
leadership reflect local, 
national, and international 
service. He has served 
as senior pastor, a youth 
pastor, a university chap-
lain, a healthcare program 
administrator, and an edu-
cational administrator at 
Loma Linda University. As 
a clergyman, Pollard pas-
tored the Oakwood Uni-
versity Church (formerly 
Oakwood College Church) 
from 1994 to 1997, and has 
functioned as an evange-
list, professor, ministerial 
educator, and leadership 
development facilitator to 
the General Conference 
family. He regularly leads 
denominational and non-
denominational leadership 
and mission conferences 
all over the world.

Pollard’s orientation to 
fiscal leadership emerges 
from his experience as 
senior pastor of major con-
gregations, from adminis-
tering university budgets 
and grants, and from his 
graduate business educa-
tion. Pollard views chief-

executive 
leadership 
as a team-
based col-
laboration 
between ex-
ecutive team 
members. 
For him, ser-
vant leader-
ship accom-
plishes both 
the mission-
related and 
financial 
goals of 
the orga-
nization, 
through 
the careful 
placement 
of commit-
ted people, the diligent 
monitoring of organiza-
tional processes, and the 
implementation of data-
driven initiatives and strat-
egies. Leadership devel-
opment of his colleagues 
is an active passion, and 
Pollard’s commitment to 
racial, cultural, and gender 
inclusiveness has been in-
ternationally received and 
affirmed. 

Pollard, 54, remains a 
productive writer, speaker, 
and engaged scholar on 
the subjects of leadership, 
cultural competence, and 
mission. He is editor and 
contributing author to the 
volume on leadership and 
cultural competence en-
titled, Embracing Diversity: 
How to Understand and 
Reach People of All Cul-
tures. Since its publication, 
Embracing Diversity has 
been translated into Span-
ish, German, and French, 

and has become a global 
text for transcultural lead-
ership education. Pollard 
also writes regularly for 
the Adventist Review and 
Ministry magazines. He is 
a member of the editorial 
board of the Journal of Ap-
plied Christian Leadership 
of Andrews University. In 
addition, Pollard has pub-
lished numerous articles 
and authored several book 
chapters on the subjects of 
leadership, cultural compe-
tence, and mission.        

Pollard has been 
married to the former 
Prudence LaBeach for 31 
years. Prudence holds a 
master of public health 
degree, and a Ph.D. in 
evaluation, measurement, 
and research design from 
Western Michigan Uni-
versity. Additionally, the 
Pollards have received 
numerous acknowledg-
ments across their 32 years 
of denominational service. 

They were honored in 
April 2009 with the Oak-
wood Alumni Association’s 
Certificate of Merit and are 
both lifetime members of 
the Oakwood University 
National Alumni Associa-
tion. They are the parents 
of two daughters, who are 
both graduates of Oak-
wood University.  

The Oakwood Uni-
versity Presidential Search 
Committee Brochure and 
video clips of the recently-
held campus forums are 
posted on the Oakwood 
University website, www.
oakwood.edu. Presidential 
inauguration events will be 
announced at a later date.

—By Michele Solomon

Ted Wilson, General Conference president, chairs the Oakwood University Board of 
Trustees fall session, where the vote was taken to name Oakwood’s new president.  
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Carolina News

ShareHim pioneered 
the concept of providing 
lay church members with 
sermons, laptops, and pro-
jectors, and giving them the 
opportunity to preach the 
gospel. As a result of this 
ShareHim initiative during 
the past 10 years, thou-
sands of people have been 
baptized into the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. 

At the Charlotte, N.C., 
Sharon Church, Minner 
Labrador (above left), 

lead pastor, decided to 
use the ShareHim materi-
als and training, but with 
a different slant that he 
called “Team Evangelism.” 
Labrador does not believe 
in “spectator” evangelism, 
where members sit in a 
pew while an evangelist 
preaches to them. He be-
lieves in the priesthood of 
all believers!  

He chose 13 mem-
bers, from many different 
backgrounds and levels 

of speaking expertise, to 
present the fall evangelism 
series at Sharon Church. 

The 13-member team 
helped each other organize 
and practice-preach their 
sermons. They diligently 
prayed for each other and 
for those who were being 
called by the Holy Spirit 
to attend. Each speaker 
attracted a special audience 
of their families, friends, 
and neighbors. 

The attendance was 

excellent. A frequent com-
ment was, “The meetings 
were never boring! They 
were always fresh and 
interesting with a differ-
ent speaker each session.” 
And the Sharon Church 
praise team kept the music 
lively, making it even more 
inviting for guests to attend 
each meeting. 

Every speaker, whether 
experienced or a “newbie,” 
as well as each musician, 
felt the thrill and cama-
raderie of being part of 
something so important. 
They were a team that was 
passionate about preaching 
the Gospel to the whole 
world to hasten the Second 
Coming of Jesus.  

Those who made their 
decisions for Christ were 
baptized on October 30. 
There is no way to describe 
the thrill of winning souls 
to the Kingdom of God! 

ShareHim makes it 
easy, but it takes a willing 
heart to make it happen. If 
you would like to get in-
volved in evangelism, visit 
www.sharehim.org to start 
your journey for Christ.  

—BY ELLIE GREEN

Sharon Uses “Team Evangelism” to Share Him

2010 Pathfinder Camporee
The Carolina Pathfinders 

had an awesome campout 
at Camp Durant in Carthage, 
N.C., on September 23-25. 
Nearly 800 Pathfinders and 
staff from around the Confer-
ence were in attendance. 

The young people en-
joyed fun activities on Friday 

and a peaceful Sabbath af-
ternoon completing honors. 
Throughout the weekend 
guest speaker Kevin Pires 
shared how to be “Faith-
ful and True,” teaching the 
youth that serving God is not 
only good, it’s also fun!

—BY CHANA LOSOLLA 
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Carolina News

The Carolina Confer-
ence once again hosted 
Church Works, this time 
in several area follow-up 
meetings in late October. 
What is Church Works? It 
is a program designed by 

the North American Divi-
sion Evangelism Institute 
(NADEI), based at Andrews 
University, Berrien Springs, 
Mich., to promote a cli-
mate of evangelism within 
churches. 

Guest speakers Ron 
Clouzet, director of NADEI, 
and Eduard Schmidt, as-
sociate director of NADEI, 
and Rod and Donna Willey 
presented messages to mo-
tivate and inspire strategic 
planning techniques.

Earlier this year Church 
Works was initiated in the 
Carolinas with a week-
end event. At this follow-
up meeting, teams from 
around the Conference 
were invited to stand and 
give a review of what has 
since been accomplished in 
their churches. They shared 
their successes and chal-
lenges with the presenters 
who gave them feedback 
and suggestions.  

—BY BECKY CARPENTER

The Fayetteville, N.C., 
Spanish Church had their 
first women’s retreat at the 
beautiful Ocean Isle Beach 
in Wilmington, N.C., dur-
ing the last weekend of 
September. The theme was 
“Refined,” and their time 
together was full of bless-
ings, praise, fellowship, 
and intimate moments with 
God. Their guest speaker 
was Christian psychologist 
Yasmin Padilla. 

Zaida Mendoza, Fay-
etteville women’s ministries 
director, shared that the 
group wanted to have a 
special time with their sis-
ters, and show them how 
God can transform their 
lives: All they need to do 
is come to Him just as they 

are. The house they rented, 
to their surprise, had the 
name “INTENSIVE CARE.” 
And that is just what they 
received. Mendoza said, 
“We came with a critical 

need of spiritual healing, 
and I believe this weekend 
we received just that.  We 
felt the Lord healing, and 
we left REFINED!”    

—BY ERENIA G. RIVERA

Women’s Retreat is “Refined” 

Church Works Returns to Carolina
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A 70th 
Anniversary 
Milestone

Eddie and Eloise 
Reifsnyder of the Hender-
sonville, N.C., Church cel-
ebrated their 70th wedding 
anniversary on September 
8, 2010. They were mar-
ried in Takoma Park, Md.

Throughout their 50 
years before retirement, 
they served in many differ-
ent conferences. A special 
celebration was held on 
October 3, to commemo-
rate their anniversary, as 
well as their 90th birth-
days! It was truly a mile-
stone event.

The couple have 
two sons, Ed Reifsnyder 
of Colorodo, and Steve 
Reifsnyder of Georgia; four 
grandchildren; and five 
great-grandchildren. 

The Reifsnyders re-
side in Pisgah Estates in 
the beautiful Blue Ridge 
Mountains in Candler, N.C.

—BY PAM REIFSNYDER
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Florida News

North Port Church Burns Mortgage
More than 240 attend-

ees watched as Michael 
Reid, pastor, and Mike 
Cauley, Florida Conference 
president, kindled the fire 
for the September 25 mort-
gage-burning ceremony at 
the North Port, Fla., Church.

Cauley was the guest 
speaker for the worship ser-
vice. Obed Graham, former 
Conference president, and 
Ray West, former North Port 
pastor, also participated in 
the day’s events.

This was the second 
time North Port has con-
ducted a mortgage burning 
ceremony. The first oc-
curred in 1995 when the 
mortgage on the original 
chapel was burned. When 
the membership outgrew 
that facility, they built the 
current church on the same 
campus and began worship-
ping there in 1998.

On Sunday morning, 
five new members were 
baptized by Reid in the Gulf 
of Mexico, bringing the cur-
rent membership to more 
than 130.

—by Cynthia James

Back2School 
Event Reaches 

Community

First Church members 
of West Palm Beach, Fla., 
sponsored a Back2School 
community outreach in Au-
gust under the direction of 
community services leader 
Margarette Monice. The 
church was urged to “Envi-
sion, Ignite, and Pray” for 
success of the program.

Volunteers distributed 
425 backpacks, gave 214 
haircuts, and served hun-
dreds of meals. Volunteer 
medical personnel adminis-
tered 325 school physicals.

Several church mem-
bers offered encourage-
ment and prayer while 
handing out free copies of 
Steps to Christ and Bibles 
in English, French, and 
Spanish. Prayer warriors 
listened, encouraged, and 
shared the love of God 
with all who came.

First Church members 
are committed to continue 
this yearly event to help 
families.

—BY Nieves Jenkins

A child happily accepts one 
of the 425 school backpacks 
distributed by First Church  
of West Palm Beach, Fla.

Mike Cauley (left), Florida Conference president, set the North 
Port Church mortgage ablaze as Michael Reid, pastor, led the 
congregation in a responsive reading.

Tallahassee, Fla., Spanish Company members dedicated a new church facility 
June 5, 2010. Purchasing a former commercial building, the congregation created a 
beautiful sanctuary and made additional improvements, including a new kitchen. 
Beginning with a small group approximately 12 years ago, the company now has a 
membership of more than 85. Ruben Duany is the pastor.

Tallahassee Spanish Members Dedicate Facility

The weekend celebration continued Sunday morning in the 
Gulf of Mexico where Michael Reid, pastor, baptized five new 
members, including Dominique (left) and Aaleyah Dawes. Also 
pictured is Delroy Gray (right), assistant elder.
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Florida News

Jacksonville Mandarin Church
Christmas Concerts Attract Community Visitors
Not a typical Christmas 

program, the concerts held 
at Jacksonville Mandarin, 
Fla., Church are a plethora 
of sound, lights, technology, 
music, and vignettes that 
bring stories to life.

Last year’s concert, 
“Reflections,” was widely 
received in the commu-
nity, and more than 100 
nonAdventists attended the 
program. The participants, 
who perform as polished 
professionals, are church 
members who give their 
time to create this special 

gift for the holiday season.
The theme for this year’s 

program is “Hearts of Christ-
mas.” Juan Rodriguez, pas-
tor, explains, “We will hear 
from the Christmas story’s 
traditional main characters as 
they share their feelings sur-
rounding the birth of Jesus.”

All are invited to this 
year’s “Hearts of Christmas” 
program, December 11, 7:00 
p.m., at 10911 Old St. Augus-
tine Road, Jacksonville. More 
information is available from 
the church: 904-268-7476.

—by Gladys Neigel
Jacksonville Mandarin Church is transformed into a Christmas 
concert spectacle of lighting and sound by the audio/visual team.
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Visitors enjoy one of many sets depicting life in the time of Jesus.

To celebrate the yule-
tide season, Sorrento, Fla., 
Spanish Company annually 
sponsors “A Night in Bethle-
hem.” Dressed in authentic 
costumes, the congregation 
participates in vignettes 
on the grounds and at the 
many booths, depicting life 
in the time of Jesus.

Approximately 70 
people from the community 
attended last year, and each 
family had a picture taken 
as a reminder of the occa-
sion. This year’s event is 
December 5, from 4-7 p.m., 
at 30028 Orange Avenue, 
Sorrento, Fla.

—by Clifford Sutherland

Sorrento Spanish
Members Present

“A Night in Bethlehem”

The decorations, sounds, and smells were remi-
niscent of ancient Egypt as the heartfelt story of Jo-
seph was relived for 169 Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
children. First Church of West Palm Beach, Fla., 
transformed its complex around the theme, “From 
Prison to Palace.” Sandra Ramharack Burks, VBS 
director, and her volunteers created an experience for 
all the children who witnessed the faith and forgiving 
spirit of Joseph. Nearly every church member took 
part, whether donating time, money, or food. Others 
contributed by teaching or acting.

Horace Deleon portrayed Joseph with storytelling 
enthusiasm that touched the audience. Adults from 
churches in the area with no children in VBS even 
came to enjoy the stories of Joseph’s life.

Vacation Bible School Portrays 
Forgiving Spirit of Joseph
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Georgia-Cumberland News

University of Georgia Hosts Campus Weekend

Hispanic Health Fair Aids Many
Almost 300 people 

attended the health 
fair “New Dimensions” 
in Collegedale, Tenn., 
where participants could 
make medical appoint-
ments and receive 
dental revisions. 

Organized by 
Metro-Chattanooga 
Community Health 
Care, an organization of 
volunteers which brings 
together staff working 
in the area of health 
and other volunteers 

from religious and 
educational organiza-
tions like the Hispanic 
Seventh-day Adventist 
churches of the area, 
the fair offered attend-
ees valuable informa-
tion regarding the age 
of their health through 
a computer program 
which, after entering 
the information, gave 
out the results and 
recommendations for 
good health habits. 

Besides the medi-

Danilo Cornejo (right), pastor of the 
Chattanooga Hispanic Community and 
Collegedale Spanish-American churches, 
talks with attendees at a booth.
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At the University of 
Georgia, the Adventist 
Christian Fellowship/Adven-
tist Students for Christ held 
their first on-campus church 
service of the year, Septem-
ber 10, 11. Parents/Alumni 
Campus Weekend marked 
the beginning of campus 
worship meetings, which 
are held during the school 
year. The guest speaker for 
the weekend was Michaela 
Lawrence-Jeffery, Advent 
House chaplain/Adventist 
Christian Fellowship (ACF) 
director for the Georgia-

Cumberland Conference.
Lawrence-Jeffery spoke 

on “Serving the Benevo-
lent King in a Community 
of Believers.” Her sermon 
focused on the importance of 
forgiveness in relationships 
within the body of Christ, 
the mutual nurture of com-
munity members within the 
body, and the responsibilities 
believers have toward each 
other. The worship services 
were held in the John W. 
Rooker Hall of the East 
Campus Village residence 
community on the University 

campus. Alumni members, 
Tina O’Connor, and imme-
diate-past president of ACF/
ASC Fiyinoluwa Fawole were 
in attendance, as well as stu-
dents from Athens Technical 
College, Georgia Perimeter 
College, and the Medical Col-
lege of Georgia. 

A particular highlight 
of the Campus Weekend 
was the presentation of a 
memorial plaque in honor 
of Matthew Nam, recently 
deceased former president 
for ACF/ASC, who was 
killed in a Cleveland, Tenn., 
car accident in early April 
2010. Nam also served at 
the University of Tennessee-
Knoxville at Advent House 
with Lawrence-Jeffery at the 
time of his death. Nam’s 
parents were present to ac-
cept the plaque given in love 
by the student organization, 
which he led for two years. 
The plaque reads, “Matthew 
Nam, posthumously. For 
dedicated and visionary lead-
ership. Adventist Students for 

Christ, University of Georgia, 
September 2010.” The plaque 
was presented by Gary 
Rustad, group chaplain ACF/
ASC; Valarie Blyden, Univer-
sity sponsor; and Michaela 
Lawrence-Jeffery. 

AFC/ASC is a student 
group of Adventists on the 
campus of the University of 
Georgia. They are a student 
movement whose desire 
is to spread the Gospel 
through outreach and teach-
ing of God’s love to all they 
encounter. The main focus 
of ASC is to reach out to 
the surrounding university 
and community. AFC/ASC 
continually reaches out to 
their community by provid-
ing services that it needs — 
such as tutoring, feeding the 
homeless, and committing 
their time to help out fellow 
students. 

For more information 
on AFC/ASC, contact them at 
ascuga@gmail.com. 

—BY Valarie BlydenStudents, parents, and visitors meet at the University of Georgia 
for a spiritual weekend on campus, September 10, 11.
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cal consultations, doctors 
gave talks on techniques 
on how to stop smoking, 
prevention of diabetes, and 
other important issues that 
affect the Hispanic commu-
nity. Some of the participat-
ing institutions were Blue 
Cross, Project Hug/CSS, 
Blood Assurance, Southside 
Community Health Centers, 
the Dodson Avenue TB 
clinic, and the Department 
of Transportation. 

—BY Danilo cornejo
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Bergmans Celebrate 
60th Anniversary

Dick and Lucille Berg-
man celebrated 60 years 
of marriage on September 
24, 2010. 

They were married in 
Warren, Penn. Dick served 
for 26 years with Loma 
Linda Foods, and eight 
years with Harris Pine 
Mills. Lucille served as a 
secretary in the Georgia-
Cumberland and Illinois 
conferences, and retired 
from the Southern Union 
Conference office.

 Dick and Lucille 
have three children: David 
Bergman, Sandy Worthen, 
and Shari McQuistan. They 
have seven grandchildren 
and four great-grandchil-
dren. They love their Ring-
gold, Ga., church home.

The moment he saw 
her, Leroy Abrahams knew 
she was going to die.  

Leroy, a member of the 
Fayetteville, Ga., Church, 
was a student missionary 
with Layman Ministries in 
the Philippines visiting a 
hospital near the village 
where he was working. 
The wards were segregated 

between rich and poor, 
with the poor not receiving 
medical care or even bed-
ding. The woman he saw 
was on the poor side. 

“She was only 30, but 
you could tell she was 
about to die from ovarian 
cancer,” he remembers. “I 
felt so helpless seeing her 
there wasting away for lack 
of treatment. I could see the 
despair in her eyes.” 

A few days later she 
passed away, but that hos-
pital didn’t even bother to 
remove poor patients who 
had died. As a result, Leroy 
and his fellow missionar-
ies purchased some plastic, 
wrapped her up, and took 
her to be buried. 

“I remember riding in 
the back of the truck with 
the woman’s body and her 

husband,” Leroy recalls. “I 
couldn’t speak his lan-
guage, but I could sense 
his hopelessness that went 
beyond grief. When we got 
to the village, I helped her 
husband and the missions 
director carry her to her 
grave. Her children recog-
nized her body from afar 
and started to scream. That 

moment convicted 
my heart that I had 
to do something with 
my life to help break 
this cycle of prevent-
able pain.” 

Overseas, he 
had seen people 
who didn’t realize 
that defecating in 
their yards and near 
their water sources 
could foster disease. 
He had seen young 
children eat unclean 
foods that resulted in 

swollen bellies filled with 
worms. 

“A lot of people over 
there die from diseases that 
could have been prevented 
with medication and some-
times simply with health 
education,” Leroy shares. 
“That’s what inspired me 
to pursue medicine. The 
Gospel is more than just 
telling people 
about Jesus — it 
is also helping 
them with their 
physical needs.” 

Leroy had 
always had a 
strong interest 
in medicine, but 
after his time in 
the Philippines, 
he was a man 
on a mission to 

become a mission doctor. 
Leroy had graduated high 
school through Home Study 
International shortly before 
going to the Philippines, 
and when he returned 
home, he enrolled as a 
biology major at Southern 
Adventist University.  

Leroy is currently a ju-
nior biology major at South-
ern and hopes to attend 
Loma Linda University for 
medical school. Throughout 
his time in college, he has 
been deeply involved with 
local community outreach. 
This year, Leroy is taking 
his community involvement 
to a new level by taking on 
the position of community 
service director at Southern, 
where he will be getting the 
whole campus even more 
involved in ministry through 
campus-wide volunteer-
ing outreaches, and also 
encouraging them to get 
involved on an individual 
level in their free time.  

Leroy is still counting 
down the days until he 
becomes a doctor and can 
head back into the foreign 
mission field where he feels 
his true calling lies. Until 
then, however, he will con-
tinue to offer himself up as 

Mission Experiences Ignite Doctor Dreams

Children squeeze into a photo with 
Leroy Abrahams during his time as a 
missionary in the Philippines.
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God’s instrument wherever 
he is. 

“Being involved with 
these ministries has allowed 
me to keep focused on 
my purpose for attending 
Southern, and also on my 
goals as a Christian,” Leroy 
says. “These experiences 
have strengthened my faith 
and have allowed me to 
realize that you can be a 
missionary anywhere.”

—BY Angela Baerg
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Leroy Abrahams visits with students in the 
Philippines.
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lowed a tasty lunch pro-
vided by Jason and Stepha-
nie Dorris, Camp Alamisco 
ranger and his wife. 

On Saturday night the 
awards ceremony was fol-
lowed by a talent show.

Hours of  hard work 
and preparation went into 
the planning and production 
of a very uplifting and suc-
cessful camporee. Because 
of club leaders and directors, 
TLTs, parents, the Path-
finder council, volunteers, 
and Conference leadership, 
hundreds of Pathfinders 
throughout the Conference 
have tucked in the corner of 
their hearts a warm memory 
of Camporee 2010.

—BY TANIA MANGUM/
REBECCA GRICE

On a bright, autumn 
weekend, 18 Pathfinder 
clubs and more than 300 
Pathfinders attended the 
Conference Pathfinder 
camporee held at Camp Ala-
misco, October 7-10, 2010. 
James Mangum, Conference 
Pathfinder and youth direc-
tor, was the main speaker 
throughout the weekend.
The theme was, “iChrist: A 
Decade of Service.” Mang-
um’s devotions and sermons 
were centered around the 
theme, using titles such 
as iTunes and iGoogle, to 
encourage the Pathfinders to 
spend time being connected 
to Jesus through prayer and 
Bible study where, unlike 
Goggle, they will find the 
real answers to life.

 On Friday morning all 
the clubs demonstrated their 
skills in basic drill. 

Fancy drill demonstra-
tions included two groups 
from the El Shaddai club 
of the Maranatha Spanish 
Church in Meridian, Miss.; 
and a group each from the 
Pensacola Gators of the 
University Parkway Church 
and the Madison Hawks of 
the Madison, Ala., Church. 
The precision and creativity 
while marching the fancy 
drill were judged, and Madi-
son Hawks won the first 
prize. 

Next, clubs participated 
in skill building field events 
that included iRescue,  
which required each team to 
assemble a gurney, carry a 

victim, and navigate a course 
in the shortest amount of 
time without the gurney 
falling apart. iHop required 
a  team to start a fire, mix 
pancake batter, cook the 
pancakes, run a relay by 
flipping the pancake over 
a rope and then eating the 
pancake. iGuiding the blind 
tested the canoeing and di-
rectional skills of each team.

Sabbath School was 
provided by the Panama 
City, Fla., Son Seekers. The 
Pathfinders’ parade started 
from the lodge and finished 
in front of the gym. Each 
club marched with pride 
representing their church. 

Innovative Bible games, 
one in which teams sent 
clues by text messages,  fol-

The Bible was the ultimate 
search tool for the answers to 
the Sabbath afternoon quiz.

Preparation is important in 
many activities, especially fire 
building.

Got a question about campo-
ree? Ask Bob Kimbro, Path-
finder council chairman. 

James Mangum is Conference 
Pathfinder and youth director.

Pathfinders and staff crowd into the outdoor chapel on Sabbath morning.

iDecide Conference Camporee a Success



       

D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 0  •  T I D I N G S        21

Gulf States News

As a result of an evan-
gelistic series of meetings 
held in the Panama City, 
Fla., Church, 13 new mem-
bers had been baptized and 
become members by the 
end of September. “Each 
person who makes the deci-
sion to follow Christ has a 
testimony of God’s leading 
and the power of prayer,” 
says Johnny Mosquera, 
Conference evangelist. He 
shares the following stories.

Phillip has been attend-
ing the Panama City Church 
for 20-plus years with his 

wife, who is a member. 
Many times he had attended 
seminars and had a good 
grasp of the Bible beliefs, 
but would not make a 
decision to become part of 
God's family. John Riggs, 
pastor of the church, and 
Mosquera visited with him 
one evening, and when 
Mosquera gave him the 
invitation, he told him he 
was waiting for the Holy 
Spirit to tell him when to 
join God's church.  

Mosquera’s prayer that 
week became, "Holy Spirit, 

I don't know what Phillip 
wants to hear from You, or 
wants You to show him, 
but You know. So please 
speak to him or show him 
what he wants to see, so 
he will come into Your 
church." Riggs, his wife, and 
Mosquera prayed without 
ceasing for Phillip. Two 
days later Phillip called the 
pastor and said he was go-
ing to be baptized, and now 
he is a part of the family of 
God.

Carolyn, a wonderful 
Pentecostal woman, attend-

ed all the meetings and had 
questions about speaking 
in tongues. As the pastors 
visited during the last week 
of the series, she made her 
decision.

Connie, a Roman Cath-
olic, knew two Adventists 
who had befriended her 
for the past year. When she 
came to the meetings she 
said her eyes were opened 
to the Bible, and she was in 
the group baptized on the 
last Sabbath. She is planning 
to go to the Philippines and 
do a ShareHim Campaign 
in March at her village. She 
is already witnessing to 
friends and family here and 
in the Philippines. She does 
all the cooking for the big 
family get-togethers in the 
Philippines, and has already 
given them the lecture on 
health — no more pork! 

“There are at least 
five others in the Panama 
City Church that we hope 
will make decisions,” says 
Mosquera.

—BY REBECCA GRICE

Sheila Whaley recently 
attended a Seventh-day 
Adventist Church for the first 
time because, in her words, 
"The Holy Spirit got a hold 
of me and wouldn't let me 
quit reading the Bible."

“She found the Sabbath, 
who the ‘beast’ power is, 
and the ‘state of the dead,’ 
all on her own. She works 
at night for a local television 
station, and reads the Bible 
all day, with very little sleep 

for more than a month. 
Then she found us and be-
gan attending church,” says 
Chuck Woods, pastor of the 
Olive Branch, Miss., Church. 
During her first visit to Olive 
Branch, Whaley asked if she 
could speak to the pastor 
privately.  

“When we retired to 
my office, she began to give 
me a Bible study on the 
‘Mark of the Beast,’” Woods 
explains. There were only 

a few things Woods had to 
cover with Whaley before 
her baptism. Since then, she 
continues to be a faithful 
church member and is still 
radiating God's love. Her 
husband hasn't yet joined 
her in her new faith, but her 
two pre-teen children have 
been coming to church, and 
her daughter seems likely to 
follow her mother in bap-
tism soon.

—BY REBECCA GRICE

Evangelism is Testimony of God’s Leading

John Riggs (sixth from left), Panama City, Fla., Church pastor, is surrounded by the newly 
baptized members.

Bible Study Leads Woman to Olive Branch Church

Shella Whaley and Chuck 
Woods, pastor
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“Bags of Love” Prepared for Robertson County
The White House, 

Tenn., Church offers “Bags 
of Love” as a community 
outreach service project. 
This project began in 
White House Church in 
2008 by Omelia Isabell.  
It is a ministry to chil-
dren ages 2-17 through 
the Robertson County 
Department of Chil-
dren’s Services (DCS) as 
they come through their 
department for help or 
to be placed in emer-
gency foster care.

When children 
must be removed from 
their home for their 
welfare, they are taken 
to DCS to be placed 

in a temporary care center. 
These children often do not 
have any of their personal 

belongings with them. Mary 
Gardner at DCS keeps Bags 
of Love on hand, which 

are provided by White 
House Church.

Each bag includes 
a quilt or throw, a soft 
teddy bear or other 
stuffed toy, a game, 
puzzle or toy, note-
book, pen, pencil, 
coloring book, cray-
ons, and personal care 
items. The children 
are always excited to 
receive something to 
keep that is theirs to 
treasure for a long time. 
In the first eight months 
of 2010, Gardner has 
given out 22 Bags of 

Love. A letter to the child is 
placed in each Bag of Love 
letting them know where it 
came from.

Members of White 
House plan to continue this 
service to the community as 
long as resources are avail-
able. Many churches that 
have started a Bags of Love 
program have discovered 
that many individuals and 
groups in their community 
are more than willing to do-
nate both time and money 
to this project. For more 
information about starting 
a Bags of Love program in 
your church, visit www.
itsmyveryown.org.

—By Omelia Isabell

“Pathways to Peace” 
was the theme for this 
year’s booth spon-
sored by the Ridgetop, 
Tenn., Church, at the Rob-
ertson County Fair. From 
the large banner with 
the peace lily painted by 
church member Linda 
Raines, to the lap quilt 
made by the church’s 
quilting ministries, the 
theme was reiterated.

As a result of fair con-
tacts, Bonnie Armantrout, 
personal ministries leader, 
reported that information 
gathered from visitors at 
the booth has been passed 
along to various church 
ministries leaders for 
follow-up. Church mem-
bers have visited dozens 
of homes with Doug 
Batchelor’s new sharing 
book, Who Do You Think 

You Are? and 
a letter from 
Jeremiah Smart, 
pastor, and an 
invitation to 
church and/or 
Bible studies. In 
this way, an 
effort was made 
for some further 
interaction with 
all fair contacts.

 —By Helen 
Kelly

Members Witness at Fair

Marty Barrow attends the booth at the Fair.

The Cross 
Plains Church is 
a small church 
located north of 
Nashville, Tenn., 
but the congre-
gation has a big 
heart toward 
God’s Work.  
Investment has 
always been a 
yearly project for 
church members 
to pursue.  

This year the 
Sabbath School 
superintendent 
conceived the 
idea of raising “a 
mile of pennies” for invest-
ment in one year. At 16 
pennies per foot, and 5,280 
feet per mile, it would take 
84,480 pennies, side-by-
side, to make one mile.  

Every Sabbath the 
treasurer reported on the 

number of pennies col-
lected. After nine months, 
the congregation had sur-
passed the one mile mark. 
It has inspired them so 
much they have decided to 
“go the second mile.”

—By Thelma Pitts

Mile of Pennies Raised

Janie Brewer (left), Investment leader; 
Swiftly Gonzales, superintendent; and Sue 
Reynolds, church treasurer

Mary Gardner (left) and Omelia Isabell 
display one of the quilts that goes into the 
Bags of Love.



       

D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 0  •  T I D I N G S        23

Kentucky-Tennessee News

The Lobelville Church 
conducted a Full Plate Diet 
(FPD) class in October 
with 10 community par-
ticipants and seven church 
members. Each session 
included high-fiber, high-
water food samples. Sim-
plicity is the secret of the 
FPD’s success; there are 
no menus to follow and 
no measuring or weighing 
of food.

Participants came to 
the one month follow-up 
with these reports: “I’ve 
gone down one pant size,” 

Lobelville Church Presents Full Plate Diet

Mayra Cruz (left) and Louis Cruz, N.D., facilitate group 
discussion.

“I’ve lost 12 pounds,” and 
“My diabetic A-1C went 
down two points!” (Her 
doctor took her off two of 
her medications.)

The participants were 
feeling better, sleeping 
better, and have increased 
energy levels. All want 
to continue with more 
follow-up sessions. The 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Church is winning the con-
fidence of the community 
in Perry County, Tenn.

—By Leslie Caza

Madison Campus has iPhone App
like Korea, Mexico, Brazil, 
and Singapore with the 
possibility of connecting to 

your church ser-
vice by simply 
pulling out their 
phone. Think of 
the impact your 
church could 
have with the 
music, children’s 
time, and espe-
cially the spoken 
Word pre-

sented by the pastors.
As this Church be-

gan more than a cen-
tury ago, James White 
had a burning desire to 
share this message. He 
purchased a used print-
ing press and printed a 
few tracts. Ellen White 
wrote how she saw 
them “like the leaves of 
autumn” before Christ 
returned. Could she 
have in her visions of 
end times, seen local 

The first day that the 
Madison Campus Church 
iPhone app first appeared 
in the iTunes store was 
May 19, 2010. With a 
$2,000 investment, folks 
around the world can now 
connect with the church 
family in Madison directly 
from their iPhone, iPod 
Touch, or iPad.

Madison Campus 
Church is the first local 
Adventist congregation 
to have an iPhone app. It 
has expanded the church’s 
sphere of influence into 
the personal, digital world 
where folks aren’t teth-
ered to the computer at 
home or work. But, would 
it matter, would anyone 
respond?

When the church 
placed the app on iTunes, 
its live Internet stream was 
being viewed by about 50 
viewers each week, with 
more coming to watch the 

archived service later. Dur-
ing the first three months 
the application has been 
available, there 
were 581 down-
loads from the 
iTunes store. 
In fact, recent 
reports demon-
strate a steady 
growth of down-
loads that this 
app has enjoyed. 

Because 
Apple sells their prod-
ucts world-wide, iTunes 
is available to people in 
every country around 
the globe. As you might 
expect, the bulk of down-
loads for this app come 
from major English-speak-
ing countries. However, 
there have been down-
loads in many corners of 
the world where, until 
now, the only impact was 
through mission offerings. 
Think of folks in places 

churches in the Kentucky-
Tennessee Conference 
reaching out and impact-
ing folks weekly in places 
like Qatar, Peru, Saudi 
Arabia, Austria, the United 
Arab Emirates, and Thai-
land?  Did she see the im-
pact a single congregation 
could have on the world?

—By Dan Davis
Madison Campus 
App Icon
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A national study re-
vealed that in the United 
States, 70 percent of youth 
leave their church by the 
time they are 22 years old, 
and it is estimated that 80 
percent of those who grew 
up in a Christian church 
will be “disengaged” by 
the time they are 29 years 
old.

Though the numbers 
are slightly better in the 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, the fact remains 
that the Christian church 
is losing too many of its 
young people. But, the 
Alice Slater Youth Federa-
tion (ASYF) is addressing 
this issue.

The Alice Slater Youth 
Federation is a ministry 
with big agendas and even 
bigger dreams. In 1956, 
the Youth Federation of 
South Carolina was named 
in honor of Alice P. Slater 
for her diligent service 
to the Church and young 
people.  

The purpose of the 

ASYF is 
to spread 
the love of 
Jesus Christ 
through 
leadership 
training, 
community 
outreach, 
and evan-
gelism 
programs 
through-
out South 
Carolina. 
The fed-
eration is 
passionate 
about min-
istry and has committed 
to a ministry model that 
is inspiring, creative, and 
innovative. 

Karen E. Thrower can 
attest to ASYF develop-
ing and teaching youth 
leadership skills. Thrower 
started with ASYF when 
she was just 15 years old. 
Twenty-two years later, 
she is now the president, 
and has been for the past 

four years.
On March 26, 2010, 

with the support of Calvin 
Watkins, South Atlantic 
Conference community 
service director, the South 
Carolina Pathfinder Clubs, 
and AYS departments 
throughout the state, 
the ASYF deviated from 
the traditional afternoon 
workshops and hit the 
streets of Orangeburg, 
S.C., knocking on doors 
and distributing nearly 
400 bags of food to some 
of the most economically 
depressed neighborhoods. 

Typically, youth 
federations are funded by 
annual dues received from 
the local churches, and the 
generous offerings at the 
federation convocations. 
Because the monetary 
contributions are not suf-
ficient to fund year-round 
activities, it was necessary 
to seek external funding. 
A special committee con-
sisting of Karen Thrower, 
Iris Wilson, Lakeshia and 
Kenshalla Oston, Marquis 

Jackson, and 
Joyce Thrower 
was appointed 
to research and 
write a grant to 
implement their 
initiatives.

Writing 
and receiv-
ing a grant is 
challenging 
enough; how-
ever, to receive 
a grant that will 
allow you to 
provide min-
istry activities 
throughout the 
year is unprec-

edented for a federation.
On April 26, 2010, 

ASYF was notified that 
they were the recipient 
of The Worship Renewal 
Grant awarded by the Cal-
vin Institute of Christian 
Worship, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Grant recipients for 
2010 represent congrega-
tions and schools from 
15 denominations in 16 
states and one Canadian 
province. The Worship 
Renewal Grants Program 
is generously supported 
by Indianapolis-based Lilly 
Endowment Inc. The ASYF 
was the first Seventh-day 
Adventist organization to 
apply for and receive a 
grant from the Calvin Insti-
tute of Christian Worship.

The purpose of the 
grant is to encourage 
youth and adults to share 
the experience of God’s 
love by studying, pray-
ing, and communicating 
openly with one another, 
tearing down generational 
barriers that segregate 

South Carolina Youth Federation Awarded Grant

After preparing food bags, the youth loaded them on a bus 
and went out into the community to distribute them. 

A special communion service was held for children ages 5-12 to 
learn the significance of communion.
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spiritual relationships.
The calendar of work-

shops is ambitious. Joyce 
Thrower introduced the 
team to author Dennis 
Smith’s book, 40 Days of 
Prayer and Devotion. The 
first in a series of work-
shops on the book was 
presented in Columbia, 
S.C., on June 5, 2010, by 
Daryl Anderson, pastor of 
the Florence/Darlington 
district; and additional 
workshops were held in 
Hemingway, Charleston, 
Florence, and Darlington, 
S.C. James Artis facilitated 
a workshop in Aiken, S.C., 
and Ronnie Williams held 
workshops in Greenwood 
and Anderson, S.C.

Pastors and their 
congregations embraced 
the 40 Days of Prayer, and 
from June 20 through July 
31, 2010, the entire state 
studied, fasted, and prayed 
together for an outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit. 
They utilized the ASYF’s 
“United Through Prayer” 
telephone ministry, which 
meets every Thursday 
night for 30 minutes at 
9:00 p.m., to support 
one another and share 
testimonies of how God 
answered their prayers 
during the 40 days. Author 
Dennis Smith conducted 
the prayer call on Thurs-
day, June 24, 2010, and 
during the remaining 
weeks, pastors from across 
the country led out in the 
devotionals.

Brook Williams, who 
has participated in fed-
eration activities for three 
years, stated, “Honestly, I 

love it.” Even though the 
workshop is over and the 
40 days are up, Williams 
and her prayer partner 
contact each other at 
least once per week for 
prayer. “We make it our 
duty to still pray.” Wil-
liams went from praying 
in the morning and at 
night before bed, to pray-
ing without ceasing. “Now 
it’s a habit…my prayers 
have gotten stronger,” she 
declares.

On October 9, 2010, 
in Orangeburg, ASYF 
concluded the first half 
of their grant calendar 
with an Intergenerational 
Convocation entitled, 
“Holy Spirit Rain on Me.” 
John E. Parker, pastor 
of Maranatha Church in 
Montgomery, Ala., was the 
divine worship speaker, 

and T. A. McNealy, pastor 
of Northside Church in 
Miami, Fla., conducted the 
evening’s Intergenerational 
Communion Service where 
475 individuals were 
served.   

Fifty children, ages 
5-12, received their own 
communion service led by 
Harold Thomas, pastor of 
the Christ is the Answer 
Church in Orangeburg, 
S.C., who was assisted by 
his wife, Juliette Thomas, 
and Learie Luke, ASYF 
children’s ministries lead-
er. During the ordinance 
of the Lord’s Supper, the 
children were able to see 
their peers in leadership 
roles. They received a full 
explanation of the sig-
nificance of the death of 
Christ, the joy of forgive-
ness, and the solemnity 

T. A. McNealy (left), Northside Church pastor, Miami, Fla.; John E. Parker; Karen E. Thrower, fed-
eration president; and Marquis Jackson, ASYF pastoral advisors

of the entire communion 
service.

A total of 10 work-
shops have been con-
ducted throughout the 
state, including the “Teach 
Me to Pray” workshop 
presented by Yvonne 
Footman. The Alice Slater 
Youth Federation thanks 
their Conference presi-
dent, Vanard J. Mending-
hall, for his support, and 
Ron Smith, D.Min., Ph.D., 
executive secretary of the 
Southern Union Confer-
ence, for his generous 
contribution. 

The ASYF has a pres-
ence on Facebook where 
more information about 
present and upcoming 
ministries can be obtained.

—By Juanita Green
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Take 6 Concert Benefits Domestic Violence Ministry

Multiple Grammy Award winning gospel A cappella group, Take 
6, performed a benefit concert at Mt. Pisgah Church on October 
30, 2010: Alvin Chea (left), David Thomas, Cedric Dent, Claude 
McKnight III, Mark Kibble, and Joey Kibble.

 In recognition of Do-
mestic Violence Awareness 
Month and to promote its 
domestic violence ministry, 
Mt. Pisgah Church, Miami 
Gardens, Fla., hosted a 
benefit concert that featured 
multiple Grammy Award 
winning gospel A cappella 
group, Take 6, on October 
30, 2010.

In an effort to bring 
more awareness to this 
long-standing issue, Carmen 
Hope-Thomas and Sandra 
Brown decided to start a 
ministry that both educates 
and assists women caught in 
a domestic violence situa-
tion. 

According to the 
National Centers for Injury 

Prevention and Control, an 
estimated 1.3 million women 
are victims of physical as-
sault by an intimate partner 
each year.  

The Adventist church 

is not immune to domestic 
violence, in fact it is a major 
issue in the Church. “Inci-
dents of abuse follow trends 
documented in non-Ad-
ventist populations,” said a 

spokesperson for ‘enditnow,’ 
the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church’s global initiative to 
end domestic violence.

The mission and goal of 
the domestic violence pro-
gram is to provide support 
and referrals to those who 
are and have been victims of 
domestic violence.

More than 450 people 
attended the concert, which 
was opened by Mt. Pisgah’s 
praise team — The Levities. 
“I have been familiar with 
their ministry, and so it was 
just expected. It was a thrill-
ing experience to see them 
live, and also to interact 
with the group,” said Kelvin 
Trocard. 

—BY JONDRA GRIER

After 47 years in min-
istry, Keith A. Dennis has 
retired. Dennis, a native of 
Jamaica, accepted the mes-
sage in 1952 at a meeting at 
the North Street Church in 
Kingston, Jamaica. 

He attended the Kings 
Way High School, and 
later spent six years at West 
Indies Training College in 
Mandeville, Jamaica. 

Dennis earned a bach-
elor’s degree in theology 
from Andrews University, 
and a master’s degree in 
school administration and 
ancient history from City 
University of New York.

Dennis began his career 
in the Lake Region Con-
ference as principal and 
teacher of the Capitol Av-
enue Seventh-day Adventist 
School in Indianapolis, Ind. 

Afterward he accepted 

a call to the Northeast-
ern Conference where he 
served as principal and 
teacher of the R.T. Hudson 
Elementa-
ry School 
in Bronx, 
N.Y.  

He 
also pas-
tored the 
Mt. Ver-
non and 
Hartford 
churches. 
In 1971, 
Den-
nis was 
named 
Pastor of 
the Year.  

He 
later accepted a call from 
the South Atlantic Confer-
ence to pastor the Daughter 
of Zion Church in Delray 

Beach, Fla., Trinity Temple 
in Belle-Glade, Fla., and a 
small company in Deerfield 
Beach, Fla.

 After 
the forma-
tion of the 
Southeast-
ern Con-
ference 
in 1981, 
Dennis 
served as 
the youth 
director, 
Pathfinder 
coordi-
nator, 
education 
secretary, 
health/
temper-

ance director, and com-
munication and National 
Service Organization coor-
dinator. 

After his tenure in the 
Conference office, he pas-
tored the West Palm Beach, 
Rivera Beach, Loxahatchee 
Grove, and First churches.

In 1995, Dennis was 
assigned to the Lighthouse 
and Rays of Light churches 
in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., as 
well as Deerfield Beach 
Church. Deerfield was his 
last and longest pastorate. 

During his tenure 
at Deerfield, he and the 
members built a 500-seat 
sanctuary.

Dennis is married to 
Mavis Gabay, a registered 
nurse, who has led out in 
family and health ministries 
in most of the churches he 
pastored. They have five 
adult children, Wayne, Da-
vid, Dawn, Dean, and Luke, 
and many grandchildren.

—BY XAVIER PIERRE JR.

Keith Dennis Retires After 47 Years of Service

Keith Dennis, pictured with his wife, 
Mavis, served Southeastern as a 
departmental director and pastor for 
47 years.
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Several months ago 
the Southeastern executive 
committee voted to establish 
a human resources depart-
ment.

 After an exhaustive 
search process, the execu-
tive committee appointed 
Nicola McClymont to serve 
as Southeastern’s first human 
resources director.

McClymont comes to 
Southeastern from Florida 
Hospital, Apopka/Altamonte, 
where she served as human 
resource generalist for four-
and-a-half years. She was 
responsible for meeting all 
the HR needs. 

Prior to working at 
Florida Hospital, McClymont 
served as Northern Carib-
bean University’s associate 

director of 
career ser-
vices, work 
studies, and 
student aid 
department.

She 
holds a 
bachelor’s 
degree in 
business 
administra-
tion and 
a master’s 
degree in 
business 
administra-
tion from 
Northern Caribbean Univer-
sity, Mandeville, Jamaica. 
She also holds a certifcate in 
human resources from Ever-
est University.

The creation 
of the depart-
ment was the 
vision of Hubert 
Morel, president 
of Southeastern.  

“The 
creation of this 
department 
will ensure that 
Southeastern 
will be able 
to meet the 
complex needs 
of a diverse 
workforce,” 
said Morel. 

Southeast-
ern employs 240 pastors, 
teachers, support staff, and 
auxillary workers.

“I am excited to be 
here,” said McClymont. 

“This is where God wants 
me to be.” Her goal is to 
strengthen the ministries of 
Southeastern, provide sup-
port and guidance to the 
workers, and build a high 
level of confidence with its 
constituents.  

The department will 
deal with issues related to 
employees such as compen-
sation, hiring, performance 
management, safety, well-
ness, benefits, employee 
motivation, and training.

Established in 1981, 
Southeastern has a diverse 
membership of 39,790. It 
operates 137 churches, 15 
schools, two administrative 
complexes, and two camp 
grounds.

—BY ROBERT HENLEY

Southeastern Creates HR Department,  
Appoints Director

The senior youth 
Bible bowl team from First 
Church, Port St. Lucie, 
Fla., won first place in 
the 29th Annual Black 
Adventist Youth Directors 
Bible Bowl Championship 
Games, on October 22-24, 
2010, in Ontario, Toronto, 
Canada.  

Other teams repre-
senting Southeastern in 
this year’s competition 
were from Shiloh Church, 
Ocala, Fla., competing in 
the junior and adult cat-
egory; and Patmos Chapel 
Church, Winter Park, Fla., 
competing in the senior 
youth category.  

Each team qualified 
for the event by winning 
its category at the South-

eastern Conference Bible 
Championship at Mt. Sinai 
Church, Orlando, Fla., on 
June 12, 2010.

Joining Port St. Lucie 
on the winners’ platform 
were the teams from 
Shiloh, which placed third 
in the junior youth cat-
egory, and Patmos Chapel, 
placing third in the young 

adult category.
This was the first time 

since the inception of the 
game that the Bible Bowl 
Championship was hosted 
in another country.  

Also competing in 
this year’s competition 
were teams from Greater 
New York, Northeastern, 
Southwest Region, South 

Southeastern Places First in Bible Bowl Competition
Atlantic, Allegheny East, 
Central States, and South 
Central conferences.  

It has been more than 
eight years since South-
eastern has come in first at 
the National Championship 
Games. 

“Each team performed 
exceptionally well, and 
made both their churches 
and Southeastern very 
proud,” said Ceasar Robin-
son, Southeastern’s youth 
director.  

For more information 
about the BAYDA Bible 
Bowl, contact any local 
youth leader or the South-
eastern youth department.  
—BY SHERRIE BARTON-SMITH

The team from First Church of Port St. Lucie, Fla., prepares to 
compete: Midian Ambo (left), Junor Wright, Daulton Isaac, 
and Indiana Carter. Not pictured: Nicholas Armstrong, Andre 
O’Brien, and coach Grace Wray.

Nicola McClymont, an 
experienced human resources 
professional, leaves Florida 
Hospital to serve as director 
of human resources at 
Southeastern.
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ALVES, Clayton Valencia, 76, born Jan. 4, 
1934 in Atlantic City, NJ, died May 25, 2010. He 
grew up in Strafford, CT, with his four siblings. 
He attended Pine Forge [Institute] Academy 
in Pennsylvania; Atlantic Union College in 
Massachusetts; and Oakwood [College] 
University in Alabama, and graduated in 1962. 
While at Oakwood he met Elizabeth Walker, 
and they were married in August 1962. They 
moved to Nashville, TN, and he accepted a 
job at Riverside Hospital. After a few years, he 
accepted a job with the Internal Revenue Service 
and relocated to Birmingham, AL. He was a 
member of Ephesus Church in Birmingham, and 
served as an elder. During the 1970’s, he and 
other laymen spread the Gospel outside of the 
Birmingham city limits, and were instrumental 
in establishing and building Hillsview Church 
in Birmingham. He provided Bible studies to 
anyone interested. He is survived by his wife of 
47 years, Elizabeth; two children: Valerie and 
Clayton (LaSandra); six grandchildren: Brandon, 
Brandi, Samuel, Catherine, Caitlin, and Caylah; 
two sisters: Delores and Mary (Thomas); one 
brother-in-law, Charles; one sister-in-law, Iris; 
many nieces; nephews; and godchildren.

BARRETT, JR., William (Bill) E., 56, born Nov. 
26, 1953 in Toledo, OH, died Dec. 27, 2009 in 
Daytona Beach, FL. He was a member and 
pastor of the Daytona Beach, FL, Church. He 
served the denomination for 25½ years: 1984-
1986 - assistant pastor, Winter Springs, FL, 
Church; 1986-1988 - pastor, Lake Wales and 
Lakeview, FL, Churches.  1988-2009 - pastor, 
Daytona Beach, FL, Church. He is survived by 
his wife, Gayle; one daughter, Johanna (Kevin) 
Wright of Apopka, FL; one nephew, Jonathan 
Duers of Orlando, FL; and two grandchildren.

BEATY, Samuel P., 90, born July 5, 1920 in 
Richland, FL, died Aug. 28, 2010 in Zephyrhills, 
FL. He was a member of the East Pasco Church 
in Zephyrhills, FL, for 68 years. He is survived 
by his son, Bud Beaty of Melbourne, Australia; 
daughters, Nancy Massey, Axson, GA, and Jane 
Anderson, Ackworth, GA; four grandchildren; 
and four great-grandchildren. His wife, Delores, 
predeceased him. The service was conducted 
by Pastor Art Stagg at the East Pasco Church.

BELL, Raymond Eugene (Ray), 61, born 1948 
in the Pensacola, FL, area, died May 2, 2010 
in Pensacola, FL. He was a member of the 
University Parkway Church in Pensacola, FL. 
He loved working with the youth of the church 
and was a Pathfinder leader at Milton Church 
and then in the University Parkway Church for 
more than 26 years. He is survived by his wife, 
Peggy Joe; one son, Raymond Eugene Bell Jr.; 
six grandchildren; one brother; and three sisters.
 
BROWNLOW, Harmon C., 80, born Dec. 11, 
1928 in Winston-Salem, NC, died Nov. 16, 2009 
in Altamonte Springs, FL. He was a member of 
the Forest Lake Church, Apopka, FL, for 30 years. 
His 43 years of denominational service included: 
1953-1957 - intern, Carolina Conference ; 
1957- 1961 - pastor and evangelist, Kentucky-
Tennessee Conference; 1961-1964 - evangelist, 
Georgia-Cumberland Conference; 1964-1972 

- evangelist and secretary of evangelism, 
Southeastern California Conference; 1972-1985 
- evangelist, Florida Conference; 1985-1994 
- Union evangelist, Mid-America Union. After 
retirement, he held meetings in Florida, Carolina, 
and Moldovia; and started new churches in 
Boone, NC, and Kischniv, Moldovia. He and his 
wife established a ministerial scholarship fund 
at Southern Adventist University to train young 
men and women for ministry.  He is survived by 
his wife, Margaret; two sons: Joe (Heather) of 
Longwood, FL, and John (Renee) of Apopka, 
FL; one daughter, Jeanie Boyd of Marietta, GA; 
two sisters: Willie Reavis of Winston Salem, 
NC, and Ruth Kilby of Ashboro, NC; and six 
grandchildren. The service was conducted at the 
Forest Lake Church, Apopka, FL, by Pastor Joel 
Tompkins. Interment was in Highland Memory 
Gardens in Apopka.

CANTARUTTI, Warren, 78, born Jan. 4, 1932 
in Davidson County, TN, died June 20, 2010 
in Greenbrier, TN. He is survived by his wife, 
Mary Jo Cantarutti; two sons: Alton (Ann) 
Cantarutti and Ralph (Shelia) Cantarutti; one 
daughter, Monecca Cantarutti; two sisters; five 
grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren. 
He served in the U.S. Army (1952-1954) during 
the Korean War and Standby Reserve (1954-
1962). He was employed at the Southern 
Publishing Association in Nashville for 16 years. 
He was a faithful member of the Ridgetop, TN, 
Church. Pastor Jeremiah Smart officiated at 
the funeral. Interment was at Middle Tennessee 
Veterans Cemetery.

CARLTON, Wayne D., 48, born Oct. 28, 1961 
in Ft. Lauderdale, FL, died April 17, 2010 in 
Ooltewah, TN. He was a member of the Avon 
Park, FL, Church. He is survived by one brother, 
Byron of Chattanooga, TN; and one sister, 
Patricia Sullivan of Apison, TN. The service was 
conducted in Ooltewah, TN, by Pastor Bantler. 
Interment was in Ooltewah.

CLARK, James D., Sr., 91, born Oct. 26, 
1919 in Hattiesburg, MS, died May 9, 2010 in 
Hattiesburg. He was a member of the Hattiesburg 
Church. He is survived by two daughters: Willie 
Nell Maher and Ann Harrington; two sons: 
James D. “Sonny” Clark Jr. and Rodney Clark 
Sr.; two sisters: Frances Carroll and Dorothy 
Mae Watts; one brother, Turner S. Clark; 13 
grandchildren; 22 great-grandchildren; and two 
great-great-grandchildren.

COMPTON, Benjamin David, 60, born March 
21, 1949 to Glenn and Violet Compton in 
Sacramento, CA, died Dec. 7, 2009 in Snellville, 
GA, after a five-year battle with cancer. He is 
survived by his wife of 38 years, Margie; two 
sons: Andy and Corey; two daughters- in- law: 
Angela and Amy; three grandchildren; one 
brother, Tim; and one sister, Susan Patterson. 
He worked for the Southern Union Home Health 
Education Service in the shipping department 
for 29 years, and later after cancer surgery, as 
receptionist for five years. He felt called to 
the work, and prayed over each package of 
truth-filled literature that was shipped to the 
customers, asking the Lord to touch the people 

who read the printed pages. During his struggle 
with cancer, he never became discouraged. 
Anyone he spoke with was told, “This is not my 
battle, but the Lord’s, and no matter what the 
outcome, I will one day be healed and God will 
be the victor over all.”

COOK, Doris, 75, born Feb. 4, 1935 in Hahira, 
GA, died July 1, 2010. She was member of the 
Fletcher, NC, Church. She was food service 
manager for Fletcher Hospital and Park Ridge 
Hospital for 33 years. She is survived by her 
mother, Esther Coward; one son, James; three 
sisters; one brother; five grandchildren; and five 
great-grandchildren.

COOK, Joyce, died May 30, 2010 in Louisville, 
KY. She was a member of the Louisville First 
Church. She is survived by her husband, Chuck 
Cook; and one daughter, Joya Lyn Adkins.

COOK, LaRue Llewellyn, 90, born Jan. 23, 
1920 in Bolivar, NY, died Sept. 19, 2010 in 
Columbus, MS. He was a member of the 
Columbus Church. Cook was a retired, ordained 
minister of the Church. He was a pastor in 
Pennsylvania and Michigan; a missionary in 
Panama and Costa Rica; an assistant principal 
of Takoma Academy in Takoma Park, MD; 
Principal of Greater New York Academy, NYC; 
Battle Creek Academy (MI), South Lancaster 
Academy (MA) and Pennfield Junior High 
School (MI). He spent the last years working in 
the trust services department at the Michigan 
Conference in Lansing, MI, full to parttime after 
retiring. He is survived by his wife of 66 years, 
Erma Jane (Ellis); three children: Nancy-Jane 
(Dr. Jacob Skiwski, a pediatrician), Diane (Ed 
Sturges, retired), and Timothy (Linda Bennison); 
five grandchildren: Sara-Jane Skiwski, Jason 
Skiwski, Janeen Bernal, Sabrina Skiwski 
McDow, and Erin Cook Simmons; and seven 
great-grandchildren.

COOK, Roger Allen, 53, born April 20, 1957, 
died May 14, 2010 in Hendersonville, NC. He 
was a member of the Fletcher, NC, Church. He 
is survived by his parents: Russell and Doris 
Cook; one brother, James; one niece, Patricia; 
two nephews: Charles and Russell; and five 
grandnieces.

COOK, Russell H., 81, born Oct. 7, 1928 
in Kansas City, MO, died June 22, 2010 in 
Fletcher, NC. He was member of the Fletcher, 
NC, Church. He is survived by his wife, Doris; 
one son, James; five grandchildren; and five 
great-grandchildren.

CRESS, Dorothy May Aycock Strong Luce, 
80, of Ooltewah, TN, died August 5, 2010 in a 
local healthcare facility. She was a member of 
the Collegedale, TN, Church.

DAVIES, Sara, 82, born Feb. 21, 1928 in 
Gainesville, FL, died June 5, 2010 in Gainesville. 
She was a member of the Gainesville Church for 
nine years. She is survived by two sons: Clifford 
Barnhart of Gainesville, and Richard Barnhart of 
Jacksonville, FL; four daughters: Sharon Taylor 
of Atlanta, GA, Merry Jane Spear of Mercer, PA, 
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Margie Hogan of Gainesville, and Patricia Barber 
of Newberry, FL; two brothers: Donald Griffin of 
Thomasville, GA, and William Griffin of Perry, FL; 
11 grandchildren; and 11 great-grandchildren. 
The service was conducted at the William 
Thomas Funeral Home in Newberry, by Pastor 
Ken Norton. Interment was in St. Augustine, FL.

DAVIS, Dr. Ruth Faye Constance Smith, 77, 
born Aug. 24, 1932 in Greensboro, NC, died July 
6, 2010 in Huntsville, AL. She was a member 
of Oakwood University Church in Huntsville, 
where she held several offices. After completing 
her bachelor’s degree in home economics and 
biology at Emmanuel Missionary College (now 
Andrews University) in Berrien Springs, MI, she 
accepted a call from the General Conference 
to teach in Ghana, West Africa, at the Bekwai 
Training College. She taught home economics for 
two years and three months. She then transferred 
to Liberia, West Africa, where she taught home 
economics, English, Bible, and other subjects at 
the Konola Secondary School. After completing 
her work in Liberia, she returned to the United 
States and completed a master’s degree in 
fashion design and textiles, with a minor in 
related arts at Michigan State University in East 
Lansing, MI. her next academic experiences 
took her to Kentucky State University, where 
she taught courses in her major field. Wedding 
bells sounded for her and Dr. Oliver James 
Davis on August 14, 1960. Their first home was 
established in Merced, CA, where she taught in 
the Merced City School system and the Adventist 
School System. She pursued further studies at 
Stainislaw State University to qualify for teaching 
in the California educational system. She and 
her husband were offered teaching positions at 
Oakwood College (now Oakwood University) 
in 1964. During more than 45 years of service 
at Oakwood, she was blessed to have written 
proposals that provided funds for her to pursue 
and complete requirements for the doctorate 
degree in child and family studies at the University 
of North Carolina at Greensboro, and funds 
to purchase equipment, present workshops, 
and to have travel funds for the Family and 
Consumer Sciences Department, where she was 
department chair. She is survived by her husband 
of nearly 50 years, Oliver Sr.; three children: Rose 
(Cavil) Phillips, Olivia (Bruce) Turner, and Oliver 
Jr.; seven grandchildren: Constance, Roscille, 
Alexandria, Starr, Erica, Elijah, and Kailyn; her 
cousin, Carrie Outlaw, who grew up with her like 
a sister; sisters-in-law, June Smith and Kathryn 
Newell; a host of nieces; nephews; cousins; 
other relatives; devoted friends; and church 
family members.

FESSLER, Robert C., 70, born Dec. 5, 1939 in 
Garden Valley, CA, died April 23, 2010 in Kenneth 
City, FL. He was a member of the Avon Park, 
FL, Church. He is survived by his wife, Edith; 
two sons: James and John of California; two 
daughters: Janice of California, and Jennifer of 
Oregon; one brother, John of Lake Tahoe, NV; 
one sister, Kathryn Lynch of Fresno, CA; and 
four grandchildren. The service was conducted 
by Pastor Paul Boling at the Avon Park Church.
FISHER, Linda, 63, born March 13, 1947 in Mt. 
Holly, NJ, died May 28, 2010 in Winter Park, FL. 

She was a member of the Kress Memorial Church 
in Winter Park, for 30 years. She is survived by 
her mother, Helen Smith of Winter Park. She 
was predeceased by her father, Elder Walter H. 
Smith, and her husband, Charles Edwin Fisher. 
The service was conducted at Kress Memorial 
Church by Pastor Eric Doran. Interment was at 
the Glen Haven Memorial Cemetery.

FULFER, James G., 88, born Dec. 6, 1921 in 
Akron, OH, died Feb. 8, 2010 in Hendersonville, 
NC. He was a member of the Fletcher, NC, 
Church. He was a Seventh-day Adventist pastor, 
and before that a dental technician in the U.S. 
Army Air Corps during World War II. He attended 
Washington Missionary College, Southern Junior 
College, and received a master’s of divinity from 
Andrews University. He is survived by his wife of 
66 years, Olive Tyson Fulfer; one sister, Mildred 
Fulfer; one son, Bob Fulfer; two daughters: 
Nancy Merz and Ellen Story; six grandchildren; 
eight great-grandchildren; a host of nieces; and 
nephews.

GAERTNER, Nell Lucile, 96, born May 27, 
1914 in Ridgeway, SC, died June 22, 2010 
in Houston, TX. She was a member of  the 
Fletcher, NC, Church. She was a registered 
nurse at Hinsdale Hospital in Illinois and Fletcher 
Hospital in North Carolina. She is survived by 
her brother, Fletcher Wilson; two daughters: 
Frances S. Graham and Linda Thompson; four 
grandchildren: Stephanie Casanova, Christopher 
Gillin, Kristina Mueller, and Rick Hume; seven 
great-grandchildren; many nieces; and nephews. 
She was predeceased by her husband, Rudy; her 
brothers: Byron, Homer, and Bert Wilson; and her 
sisters: Eva Maude Martin, Mildred Architect, and 
Ethel Johnson.

GAYLE, Sibyl, 93, born Sept. 17, 1916 in 
Rochester, NY, died June 14, 2010 in Clearwater, 
FL. She was a member of the New Port Richey, 
FL, Church for 23 years. She is survived by one 
daughter, Andrea Greco of Malvern, PA.

GRIFFIN, Loretta, 56, born Jan. 16, 1954, died 
Feb. 10, 2010 in Dothan, AL. She was baptized at 
an early age at Ephesus Church in Meridian, MS. 
After leaving Meridian, she became a member of 
Seabrook Church in Lanham, MD, where she was 
employed with the United States Securities and 
Exchange Commission. At her demise, she was 
a member of the Dothan, AL, First Church. She 
is survived by two sons: Stephen A. (Monique) 
Griffin and Shaun E. Griffin.

HARTMAN, Richard D., 73, born March 28, 
1936 in Endicott, NY, died Jan. 21, 2010 in St. 
Petersburg, FL. He was a member of the St. 
Petersburg First Church for 12 years. He was 
an outstanding and dedicated Sabbath School 
teacher serving for 25 years in the Syracuse, NY, 
Church, and for eight years in St. Petersburg. 
He also served as head elder in Syracuse for 
10 years, and as an elder in St.  Petersburg 
for eight years. He was employed in the X-ray 
department of the St. Joseph’s Hospital in 
Syracuse for 40 years. He is survived by his 
wife of 50 years, Judith; one son, Douglas 
(Phyllis) of Salisbury, MD; one daughter, Denise 

(Rob) of St. Petersburg; one brother, Ronald of 
Johnson City, NY; two sisters: Darla Walburger of 
Endicott, NY, and Penny Martin of Mesquite, TX; 
five grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. 
The memorial service was conducted at St. 
Petersburg First Church by Pastor Steve Adessa, 
and was attended by a large delegation from the 
community where Richard lived as a testimony 
of his daily witness.

HAUGE, G. Cromwell, 83, born June 15, 1926 
in Newport, KY, died Feb. 15, 2010.  She was a 
member of the Murray Church. She served as 
the Western Kentucky Christian Records Field 
Representative from 1973 to 1979, and again 
from 1989 to 1991. She is survived by two sons: 
Louis Hauge of Murray, KY, and Blake W. Hauge 
of Chattanooga, TN; and two grandchildren.

HAWKINS, Collier Grant, 83, born Nov. 27, 
1927 in Red Boiling Springs, TN, died Aug. 16, 
2010 in Red Boiling Springs. He is survived 
by his wife, Nadine Dunaway Hawkins; one 
step-daughter, Kathy Dunaway Law; two step-
sons: Dan (Candice) and David Dunaway; two 
nieces: Carolyn Martin Lawson and Martha Lynn 
Brown; three nephews: Charles Neil, Thomas 
Clarence Martin, and Ray Daniel Brown, Jr.; 
four step-grandchildren; and one step-great-
granddaughter. He was an active member of 
the Lighthouse Company in Lafayette, TN. Elder 
Tom Brito officiated the funeral with burial at the 
Whitley Cemetery in Red Boiling Springs.

HENDERSON, Willie Inez Scarbrough, 55, 
born April 5, 1955 in Meridian, MS, died May 31, 
2010. She was a member of Ephesus Church in 
Meridian. She is survived by one daughter, April 
Hunter; two grandchildren: Akira and De‘Aundre 
Hunter; her mother, Nora Scarbrough; five 
sisters: Rosetta Scarbrough Riser of Fairfield, 
CA, Carolyn Dawson of Sacramento, CA, Sheila 
Young of Woodbridge, VA, Sherry Hunter of 
Marion, MS, and Zenith Turner of Fairfield; three 
brothers: Thomas Scarbrough of Las Cruz, NM, 
Cecil Scarbrough Jr., of Meridian, and Chris 
Scarbrough of Bailey, MS;  brothers-in-law; 
sisters-in-law; four uncles; six aunts; 15 nieces; 
nine nephews; a host of great-nieces; great-
nephews; cousins; and friends.

HODGES, Rosa Ellen (Horney), 97, born Dec. 
18, 1912 in Banner Elk, Avery County, NC, died 
Sept., 2010 in Hendersonville, NC. She became 
a Seventh-day Adventist soon after marrying 
her husband, Lester Hodges, and joined the 
Banner Elk Church. She had only a sixth-grade 
education, but served as treasurer of her church 
for many years. She was a farmer’s wife, and 
worked on the farm while raising her three 
children. She was the fourth of 10 children, and 
outlived all her siblings. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Lester Hodges, and her 
son, Floyd. She is survived by her daughter, 
Margaret Tate; son, Lester Hodges Jr.; 10 
grandchildren, 18 great-grandchildren, and 
seven great-great-grandchildren.

HOLLAND, Guy Sherman, Jr. (Sherman), 
93, born July 8, 1917 in Pensacola, FL, died 
Sept. 3, 2010.  He was a charter member of 



30       T I D I N G S  •  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 0    

O b i t u a r i e s
the Pensacola University Parkway Church, 
having joined it at the age of 12. He is survived 
by his wife, Helen; one daughter, Linda 
Roberts (Eldon), one brother, Don Holland; 
one sister, Betty Anderson (Ernest); three 
grandchildren; and one great-grandchild. 
Holland is remembered as a very special 
godfather to members of his church in which he 
served in many capacities during the years. He 
especially enjoyed giving Bible studies, hosting 
socials, and working with young people as a 
Pathfinder leader.

HOLLAND, Pastor Michael Renard,  55, 
born June 25, 1954, died Feb. 10, 2010. He 
was born after his twin sister Michele, and was 
the fourth of seven children. He was raised in 
south Memphis, TN. During his childhood he 
learned to understand and appreciate the value 
of family. In 1972, he graduated from Carver 
High School in Memphis, TN. After the death 
of his grandmother, he decided to change his 
life around, and get right with God. He was first 
introduced to the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
in a tent revival held in Memphis, TN. After 
being introduced to the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, he decided to go to Walla Walla College 
in Walla Walla, Washington, in 1977 to obtain a 
degree in Theology, and in 1986 he graduated 
from Oakwood University (formerly Oakwood 
College) in Huntsville, AL, with a degree in 
Theology. He never stopped striving to do his 
best, so in 1999 he pursued a master’s degree 
in counseling at Mississippi State University. In 
1985, he married Juanita Maxwell, and to this 
union three children were born: Ashley, Michael, 
and Amber. He began his pastoral ministry in 
1987 at Campbellsville, KY. Upon arriving in 
this district, church services were being held 
in a garage. After the property was purchased, 
they reconstructed the garage into a church. 
In 1990, he was transferred to the Kingsport 
and Greenville, TN, district. In 1991, he was 
transferred to Memphis, TN, where he became 
the associate pastor of Longview Heights 
Church. The next year, he was transferred to the 
Greenwood, FL, and Panama City, FL, district. 
In 1996, he was transferred to the Meridian and 
Sylvarena, MS, district, where he remained for 
10 years. During this time, he was ordained on 
June 13, 1998. In 2006, he was transferred to 
the Amory and Tupelo, MS, district. While in 
the Amory-Tupelo district, he married Patricia 
Reese on Jan. 30, 2008. Though married only 
two years, they enjoyed a deep, special love. He 
is survived by his wife, Patricia Reese- Holland 
of Saltillo, MS; two daughters: Ashley Holland 
of Keene, TX ,and Amber Holland of Memphis, 
TN; one son, Michael Holland II of Saltillo, MS; 
one grandson, Kaydan Holland of Memphis; 
two sisters: Michele (Earnest) Tunstall of Saint 
Charles, MO, and Beverly Stanton of Byhalia, 
MS; two brothers: Stanley Holland of Memphis, 
and Rodney Holland of Arlington, VA; an 
adoptive godparent, Benjamin (Louise) Grissom 
of Enid, MS;  sister-in-law, Sheryl Holland of 
Atlanta, GA; a cousin who was raised as his 
brother, Keith (Rhonda) Holland of Memphis; 
his mother-in-law, Florence Reese of Tupelo, 
MS; five brothers-in- law: Robert Buckingham 
and  William Reese, both of Chicago, IL, R. E. 

Gilleylen, Felix Gilleylen, and Charles Reese 
all of Tupelo; three sisters-in-law: Flora Dean, 
Maxine (Robert) Bell, and Mary Gray, all of 
Tupelo; eight aunts; five uncles; a host of 
nieces; nephews; relatives; and friends. He was 
preceded in death by his brother, Larry Holland; 
his father, Louis Holland; his brother, Benjamin 
Holland; and mother, Ora Lee Holland.

IVEY, James Delbert, 88, born Dec. 21, 
1921 in Quitman, MS, died May 13, 2010 in 
Meridian, MS. He was a member of the Meridian 
Community Church. He is survived by two 
daughters: Elizabeth Ivey and Mo White; one 
son, James S. Ivey; and one daughter-in-law, 
Donna Ivey.

JOHNSON, Donald E., 82, born Sept. 30 1927 
in Dayton, OH, died April 24, 2010 in Apopka, 
FL. He was a member of the Florida Hospital 
Church, Orlando, FL, for 18 years. He is survived 
by his wife of 57 years, Mary Ann; one son, 
Eddie Johnson (Amanda) of Ringgold, GA; twin 
daughters: Valeri Knight (Stanley) of Charlotte, 
NC, and Vicki McDonald (Andy) of Orlando, 
FL; and seven grandchildren. The service was 
conducted by Pastor Andy McDonald and Pastor 
Stanley Knight at Florida Hospital Church. The 
interment was in Highland Memorial Gardens, 
Apopka.

JUSTESEN, Jerome P., 73, born June 6, 1937 
in Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada, died Aug. 
4, 2010 in Avon Park, FL. He was member 
of the Avon Park Church.  His 40 years of 
denominational employment included: 1963-
1965 as a pastor in Fresno, CA; 1965-1973 as 
teacher at Brazil Adventist College; 1973-1990 
as a pastor in Greater New York Conference; 
and 1990-2003 as a pastor in the Carolina 
Conference. He is survived by his wife, Marilyn; 
two sons: Peter of Takoma Park, MD, and Joe 
of Manhattan, NY; and two grandchildren. The 
service was conducted by David Burke at Avon 
Park Church. Interment was at Bougainvilla 
Gardens in Avon Park.

KIGHT, Janet G., 67, born May 4, 1943 in 
Oregon, died July 22, 2010 in Gainesville, FL. 
She was a member of the Gainesville Church 
for 25 years. She is survived by her husband, 
George; three sons: Bruce, Clayton, and Scott 
James; three daughters: Theresa Martone, 
Janice Brown, and Darci Jo James; one brother, 
Daryl Burham; two sisters: Linda Michaels and 
Karen Dunning; 20 grandchildren; and 17 great-
grandchildren. The service was conducted at the 
Morning Funeral Home in Melrose, FL, by Henry 
McKinney. Interment was in Florida National 
Cemetery in Bushnell, FL.

LARA, Luz M., 68, born Sept. 3, 1941 in Bonao, 
Dominican Republic, died March 24, 2010 in 
Moca, Dominican Republic. She was a member 
of the Avon Park, FL, Spanish Church for two 
years. She is survived by her husband, Maximo; 
two sons: Maximo Jr. of Silver Springs, MD, and 
George of Chicago, IL; one daughter, Melba of 
Chicago, IL; one brother, Danilo Gomez of Moca, 
Dominican Republic; and four sisters: Melba 
Christian of Avon Park, Emma Hernandez of 

Moca, Dominican Republic, Regina Lopez of 
Avon Park, and Olga Perez of Moca, Dominican 
Republic. The service was conducted by M. 
Dinorah Rivera at Moca, Dominican Republic. 
Interment was in Moca, Dominican Republic.

LAWHORN, Marie L., 87, born in St. Augustine, 
FL, died May 28, 2010 in St. Augustine. She 
was a member of the St. Augustine Church for 
14 years. The interment was at the Evergreen 
Cemetery in St. Augustine, and the service was 
conducted at the cemetery by Pastor Robert 
Hayes.

MCCONNELL, Eleanor, died April 15, 2010 
in Huntsville, AL. She was a member of the 
Huntsville Central Church. She is survived by 
her mother, Ramie McConnell; one brother, 
Steve McConnell; and one sister-in-law, Vicky 
McConnell.  

MCFARLANE, Janalene Walker, 86, born 
March 22, 1924 in the Piney community, 
Oakdale, TN, died June 15, 2010. “Jane” was 
the youngest girl of seven girls, and three 
boys. She was left motherless at the age of five 
when her mother died from burns suffered from 
lighting a fire. She attended Oakdale School, 
and after graduation she worked in the Five & 
Dime store in Harriman, TN. She and her sister 
Helen studied the Bible and were baptized into 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church by Pastor 
McKee of Knoxville, TN. Later she moved to 
Hinsdale, IL, with her sister Helen. Jane entered 
the nursing program and became a licensed 
practical nurse. While working at Hinsdale 
Adventist Hospital, she met Leslie McFarlane 
and they married. After several years, Jane 
and Leslie moved to Takoma Park, MD, where 
she worked in the recovery room at Washington 
Adventist Hospital. She retired from nursing in 
1989, and in 1991 moved back to Harriman. She 
was a caring and generous person. She loved 
natural beauty, especially flowers and watching 
the birds that came to her bird feeders. She had 
a God-given art talent and, though she never 
took art lessons, she had a list of 400 paintings. 
Many were sold and many were given away. 
The money from the paintings was given for 
the church building fund. Her greatest loyalty 
was to the Lord and her Church. That is where 
she found peace and her hope of eternal life. 
She wanted others to know her Savior and all 
that He has for them. She is survived by her 
sister, Bonnie Cline of Lake Placid, FL; nieces; 
nephews; her church family; and many friends. 
She was a member of the Roane Community 
Church in Harriman.

MEDANICH, N. S. “Tolly”, 76, born Sept.1933 
in Valley Station, KY, died March 5, 2010 in 
LaGrange, KY. He was an excellent tool and 
dye-maker and was a graduate of Ahren Trade 
School in Louisville, KY. He worked many years 
at Reynolds Metals Company and at Tompkins 
and Stauble Company in Louisville. Tolly was 
very artistic in both metals and woods. He could 
look at an automobile part and make a replica of 
it.  During the years, he produced many pieces 
of beautiful and useful furniture. He loved nature 
and being in nature’s surroundings. He spent 
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his retirement years on a several acres estate 
in Oldham County, KY. He was a member of 
the Pewee Valley Church. He is survived by his 
wife, Phyllis Wheeler Medanich; two sons: David 
and Daniel; two granddaughters: Jessica and 
Stephanie; one grandson, Matthew; one brother, 
Jerry; and one great-granddaughter, Mayia.

MERCER, Clive A., 88, born July 14, 1921 in 
Mackenzie County, ND, died May 31, 2010 in 
Fletcher, NC. He was a member of the Fletcher, 
NC, Church. He was a teacher and taught at 
Sunnydale Academy, in Missouri, and Valley 
Grande Academy in Texas. He was also a Navy 
veteran of World War II. After WWII, he received 
a degree in education from Union College 
in Nebraska. Later he received his electrical 
engineer’s license and worked in maintenance, 
and as an assistant plant manager at several 
hospitals and schools. He is survived by his 
wife of 57 years, Magdelene; three sons: Chet 
Mercer, Tim Mercer, and Walter Mercer; one 
daughter, Lore Seal; seven grandchildren; eight 
great-grandchildren; nieces; and nephews.

MOORE, Gary W., 55, born Nov. 27, 1954 in 
Anderson, IN, died Sept. 16, 2010 in Punta 
Gorda, FL. He was a member for 27 years of the 
Port Charlotte, FL, Church.   He is survived by 
three sons: Brian of Rock Spring, GA, Bradley of 
Takoma Park, MD, and Kevin of North Port, FL; 
and one sister, Barbara Logan of Summerfield, 
FL. The service was conducted by William 
Wilson in Port Charlotte, FL.

MYERS, Florence E., 100, born Dec. 3, 1909 in 
Taunton, MA, died Sept. 21, 2010 in Apopka, FL. 
She was a member of the Florida Living Church 
in Apopka for 13 years. She is survived by two 
daughters: Eleanor Walmsley of Boonsboro, 
MD, and Ruth Peppel of Sevierville, TN; five 
grandchildren; and eight great-grandchildren. 
The service was conducted at Florida Living 
Center by Pastor Horace Walsh.   Interment was 
at Lakeview Memorial Gardens.

PARMAN, Laura Self, 83, born on July 26, 
1927 in Argo, AL, died Sept. 13, 2010 at her 
residence following several months of declining 
health. She taught Church school for three 
years, and pre-K for five years. She raised 
three children, and later worked with Adventist 
Health System for 10 years as a switchboard 
operator, and assistant in the business office 
before her retirement in September 1993. She 
had been a resident of Calhoun since 1993, and 
was a member of the Calhoun Church. She is 
survived by her husband, Carlos Parman; one 
son, Terre Parman and his wife, Lynette, of 
Lakewood, WA; two daughters: Sandy Parman 
and Debra Parman, both of Calhoun, GA; two 
sisters: Sadie Liles Dart of La Grange, GA, and 
Tula Mae Coble of Calhoun; four grandsons; 
and one great-granddaughter. 

PATTERSON, Louise M., 92, born Nov. 9, 1917 
in Fort Meade, FL, died Sept. 7, 2010 in Apopka, 
FL. She was a member of the Florida Living 
Church in Apopka, for one year. She is survived 
by one son, Clarence Manz of Orlando, FL; one 
daughter, Joyce Buchan of Orlando; two sisters: 

Marie Stuart of Maitland, FL, and Francis Glatter 
of Malabar, FL; three grandchildren; and one 
great-grandchild. The service was conducted 
by Pastor Walsh at Highland Memorial Gardens 
in Apopka.

PEEK, Eugene Peyton, 102, born Nov. 25, 
1907 in Ellis County of northwest Oklahoma, 
died Feb. 6, 2010 in Crossville, TN. In 1951, 
he and his wife, Winnie, moved to Little Creek 
School near Knoxville, TN., to give their three 
children a Christian education. Eugene served 
as the school’s purchasing agent and gave 
hydrotherapy treatments to the patients in the 
sanitarium. He is remembered as one who 
shared his faith with everyone and was always 
willing to help someone in need. His wife Winnie, 
and son Norman, preceded him in death. He is 
survived by his daughter, Mary (Bob); son, Leon 
(Eun-Hee); five grandchildren; seven great-
grandchildren; and one daughter-in-law, Ava.

PEEK, Winnie Briggs, 95, born in the Tiger 
Town community of northeast Texas on Nov. 
24, 1914, died Jan. 24, 2010 in Crossville, 
TN. For 30-plus years she was the cook for 
the Little Creek School. When the school 
closed she and her husband, Eugene, moved 
to Heritage Academy where she helped cook 
well into her 90’s. She is remembered by Little 
Creek students around the world for her tasty 
meals, bread, granola, and delicious sweet 
rolls. Her son, Norman, preceded her in death. 
She is survived by her husband, Eugene; 
daughter, Mary (Bob); son, Leon (Eun-Hee); 
five grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren; 
and one daughter-in-law, Ava.

POLOGRUTO, Jennie, 92, born June 24, 1918 
in Genoa, Italy, died June 8, 2010 in Centreville, 
DE. She was a member of the Dunnellon, FL, 
Company for 11 years. Active in church work 
and volunteering, she was loved, respected 
and well known for her kindness, charity, 
and generosity. She is survived by two sons: 
Anthony (Ruth) and Lawrence (Donna); three 
daughters: Joan (Don) Knoll, Cabrina (Larry) 
Palme, Anita (John) Cleaver; 16 grandchildren; 
13 great-grandchildren; and two great-great-
grandchildren.  She was predeceased by her 
husband of 62 years, Anthony.  The service was 
conducted at the Danka-Hinski Funeral Home in 
Lindenwold, NJ. Interment at the Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Lindenwold, NJ.

PRESTON, Winton Russell, 81, born Dec. 
29, 1928, died Jan. 10, 2010 at his home in 
Ooltewah, TN. A native of New England, he 
attended Southern Missionary College (now 
Southern Adventist University) in Collegedale, 
TN, where he later managed the College Press 
for a few years. He was a member of the 
Collegedale Church, where he served as head 
deacon. He, his wife, and daughter moved to 
Cleveland, TN, where he established Preston 
Printing Company, with the later development 
of plants in Knoxville, TN, and Manchester, 
GA. Seeing the need for a new, larger church 
in Cleveland, he was one of the founders of 
the Bowman Hills Church and Elementary 
School. He always enjoyed being a member 

of this wonderful Church family. As chairman 
of the advisory board, he and his wife were 
privileged to be associated with the Faith For 
Today television ministry for several years. With 
much enthusiasm, he later became involved in 
developing the new Cohutta Springs Conference 
Center and Youth Camp in Crandall, GA, a 
wonderful outreach ministry for the Georgia-
Cumberland Conference. He is survived by 
his wife of 61 years, Lourene S. Preston; 
one grandson, Brook Preston, and his wife, 
Jessica; one sister, Beverly Fletcher, and her 
husband, Dr. Weldon Fletcher; one brother, 
Forrest Preston, and his wife, Kathleen; several 
nieces; and nephews. His daughter, Wynene 
L. Preston, preceded him in death. The service 
was conducted at the Heritage Funeral Home in 
Chattanooga, TN, by Pastor Dwight Herod of the 
Bowman Hills Church. Interment was at Sunset 
Memorial Gardens in Cleveland.

ROBISON, George, 99, born Dec. 11, 1911 in 
North Carolina, died Feb. 26, 2010 in Brownsville, 
TN. He was a member of the Dyersburg 
Church. He is survived by one daughter, Nancy 
Sutherland of Brownsville; three grandchildren; 
and two great-grandchildren.

ROE, Cyril E., 85, born Nov. 17, 1924 in Ripley, 
England, died April 7, 2010 in Ormand Beach, 
FL. He was a member of the Daytona Beach, FL, 
Church, and a member of the Adventist Church 
for 70 years. His denominational employment 
included principal, Napa Junior Academy 
1957; principal, Las Vegas Junior Academy; 
Education Department, Spicer College, India, 
1965-1972; principal, Deer Park Elementary 
School; Education Department and Physics, 
Southern Adventist University, 1976-1992 
full time and part time from 1992-2002. He is 
survived by his wife, M. Joy; one son, Peter of 
Ormond Beach, FL; one daughter, Vernita Joy 
Roe of Waynesville, OH; two sisters: Monica 
Norman of Zephyrhills, FL, and Neina Logan of 
Vista, CA; and five grandchildren. The service 
was at Daytona Beach Church and conducted 
by Dr. Douglas Jacobs. Interment was in the 
Volusia Memorial Park and Funeral Home in 
Ormond Beach.

SCOTT, Edgar, 79, born July 23, 1931 in Elva, 
IL, died Aug. 28, 2010 in Sebring, FL. He was a 
member of the Avon Park, FL, Church. He was 
employed by the Walker Memorial Hospital in 
Avon Park for 30 years, as an X-ray technician. 
He is survived by his wife, Glena; one son, 
David of Orlando, FL; one daughter, Elaine 
Mandzuk of Daytona Beach, FL; one brother, 
Kenneth Scott of Kimberling City, MO; one sister, 
Mary Govansson of Hendersonville, NC; five 
grandchildren; and one great-grandchild. The 
service was conducted by Pastor Paul Boling 
at Avon Park Church.

SCOTT, Helen, 86, born Sept. 29, 1923 in 
Anduera, AL, died May 27, 2010 in Denver, 
CO. She was a member of the Avon Park, FL, 
Church. She is survived by one son, George of 
Bosie, ID; one daughter, Mary of Denver, CO; 
four grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. 
The service and interment were in Denver.
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SIRCAR, Suchitna “Sue”, 63, born Sept. 14, 
1946 in Pakistan, died April 2, 2010 in Nashville, 
TN. She was a member of the Madison Campus 
Church. She is survived by two daughters: Crystal 
and Nicole Sircar.

SLATE, Sarah, 88, born May 25, 1921 in Gaston 
County, died Dec. 16, 2009 in Lexington, NC. 
She earned her bachelor’s degree in English 
from Atlantic Union College in 1945, and 
her master’s degree in French from Kansas 
State Teachers College in 1967. She was the 
teacher of commercial subjects at Glendale 
Union Academy from 1947 to 1949. Registrar 
and teacher of commercial subjects at San 
Pasquel Academy in California from 1949 to 
1950. Registrar at Southwestern Junior College 
from 1957 to 1958. She taught French and 
Spanish in North Carolina from 1959 to 1984 
at Draper Junior High School, Morehead Senior 
High School, and Ruffin High School. Her last 
teaching position was at Lexington Senior 
High School until she retired in 1984. Assistant 
registrar at Atlantic Union College from 1995 
to 1997. She was a member of the Mocksville, 
NC, Church. She is survived by her nephew, 
Dr. Francis (Daphne) Slate of Mocksville, 
NC; one niece, Glenda (Michael) Brenner of 
Washington, DC; several cousins; great nieces; 
and nephews. Interment was at Rose Cemetery.

SMITH, Mariana P., 89, born July 12, 1920 
in Cuba, died Aug. 29, 2009, Sumterville, 
FL. She was a member of the Silver Springs 
Shores Church, Ocala, FL, for 22 years. She 
traveled to Africa for six months as a volunteer 
nurse. She served as family life, singles leader, 
and investment leader for many years. She 
is survived by two brothers: Enrique Lindo in 
Panama, and Jovian (Martina) Lindo in New 
York; sister-in-law, Carolina Lindo, Wildwood, 
FL; four sisters: Rosa Maria de Salazar of 
Panama, Lena Jean Maria Lindo, Evaldine 
Lindo, Raquel Brooks of Wildwood, FL; two 
nephews: William and Rueben of Wildwood. 
The service was conducted at the Silver Springs 
Shores Church by Pastor Reynold Maxwell and 
Elder Leroy Adams. Interment was in Wildwood.

SOUTHALL, Jeanette, 85, died Dec. 21, 2009. 
She was a resident of Lakehaven Nursing Home 
in Valdosta, GA, and a member of the Valdosta 
Church. She is survived by her husband, Joseph 
Frank Southall Jr.; one daughter, Barbara (John) 
Hodges of Tifton, GA; two sons: Eugene (Faye) 
Warren of Fernandina Beach, FL, and Herbert 
Warren of Valdosta.

SOUTHALL, Joseph Frank Jr., 87, died Feb. 
6, 2010 at South Georgia Medical Center. He 
was a founding member of the Valdosta, GA, 
Church, and served in several different church 
offices for many years.  He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Jeanette Southall; and his 
first wife, Mary Kitt Southall.  He is survived 
by one daughter and son-in-law: Diana and 
George Wheeler of Clarksburg, W.VA; two sons 
and daughters-in-law: David and Jan Southall, 
Beaverdam, VA; Donny and Catherine Southall, 
Valdosta, GA; step-sons and daughters-in-law: 
Eugene and Faye Warren, and Herbert Warren; 
and step-daughter and son-in-law: Barbara and 
John Hodges. 

STANAWAY, Helen Alice, 96, born Aug. 
8, 1913 in Belding, MI, died June 26, 2010, 
with family by her side at Alive Hospice. She 
was a former resident of Collegedale, TN, 
and was retired from the state of Michigan as 
secretary to the Governor. Her interests included 
porcelain painting. She was a member of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church for 56 years, 
and was a member of the Collegedale Church 
at the time of her death. She was preceded 
in death by her husband of 60 years, Samuel 
E. Stanaway; and three brothers: Lawrence, 
Gordon, and George Danford. She is survived by 
her son, Melvin, and his wife, Belva Stanaway, 
Franklin, GA; one daughter, Karen, and her 
husband, Pastor Robert Fancher, Copperhill, 
TN; six grandchildren: Amy Stanaway Johnson, 
Goodlettsville, TN, Gay Stanaway Knapp, 
Crossville, TN, Ian Stanaway, Sequatchie, 
TN, Pastor Martin Fancher, Ft. Walton Beach, 
FL, Edward Fancher, Chattanooga, TN, and 
Vanessa Fancher Williams, Duluth, GA; 11 great-
grandchildren; former daughter-in-law, Barbara 
Stanaway, Goodlettsville, TN; and one sister-in-
law, Betty Danford, Diamondale, MI. Graveside 
services were held at the Collegedale Memorial 
Park with her two grandsons officiating, Pastor 
Martin Fancher and Pastor Rusty Williams. 

STEFFENS, Juanita Lucile Coon, 80, born 
Feb. 25, 1930 in Trinidad, British West Indies 
to missionary parents, died Sept. 5, 2010 
surrounded by family. She was a member of 
the Collegedale, TN, Church. She was a nurse 
and worked many years in nursing homes 
and volunteered with the Samaritan Center in 
Ooltewah, TN, and with animal rescue. She is 
survived by her husband, Charles Steffens; one 
daughter, Rita Lucile Steffens Baez; one son, 
Dr. Randall Lee Steffens Sr.; one brother, Glenn 
Adelbert Coon II; six grandchildren: Christina 
Lucile Baez and Steffenie Baez Marshall, 
Randall Lee II, Robbie, Shayla, and Brandon 
Steffens. She was preceded in death by her 
mother Ethel Lucile Numbers Coon and her 
father Glenn Adelbert Coon.

STEPHENS, Ardell G., 87, born Oct. 26, 1922 
in Missouri, died May 12, 2010 in Portland, TN. 
She worked for the denomination many years 
at White Memorial Hospital in Los Angeles, CA, 
Southwestern Adventist University in Keene, TX, 
and other entities. She is survived by one sister, 
Chris Jensen of Grand Junction, CO; several 
nieces; and nephews.

SWOBODA, Erika Maria, 70, of Chattanooga, 
died Sept. 18, 2010. She was a member of the 
Collegedale, TN, Church.

TAYLOR, Noble, 83, born July 15, 1926 in 
Madison, TN, died May 18, 2010 in Portland, TN. 
She was a member of the Cross Plains Church. 
She worked as a RN at Pewee Valley Hospital 
and Madison Hospital. She is survived by two 
sons: Eddie (Vanessa) Russell and Wayne 
Taylor, both of Cross Plains; four grandchildren; 
six great-grandchildren; and three great-great 
grandchildren.

TURNER, Cora Mae Swann, 66, born Oct. 17, 
1943 in Marion, AL, died May 6, 2010. She was 
a member of Ephesus Church in Birmingham, 
AL, where she held several offices. She owned 
and operated Cora’s Day Care for more than 
30 years. She is survived by three daughters: 
Valerie Reed, Adrian Jenkins, and Melanie 
Turner; sons-in-law; five brothers; two sisters; 
one aunt; two mothers-in-law; two brothers-
in-law; sisters-in-law; one granddaughter; one 
grandson; a host of nephews; nieces; cousins; 
and friends.

TYSON, Robert Aaron, 90, born Feb. 25, 
1919 in Greenville, NC, died Dec. 23, 2009 in 
Hendersonville, NC. He was a member of the 
Fletcher, NC, Church. He served as a pastor in 
Virginia and New Jersey, a missionary volunteer 
(youth) and education secretary for New Jersey, 
Chesapeake, Nebraska, Pennsylvania, and 
Gulf States conferences; a Bible teacher at 
Blue Mountain Academy; principal at Pisgah 
Academy; and a pastor in New York before 
retiring to the family farm in North Carolina. He 
lived there for 21 years, still serving various 
congregations as a retired minister. H e is 
survived by his wife of 65 years, Elsie Tyson; one 
sister, Olive Fulfer; one brother, Jesse Tyson; 
many nieces; and nephews.

UNDERWOOD, Josephine, 89, died Jan. 
9, 2010. A native of Moultrie, GA, she was a 
resident of Ocala, FL, for many years before 
moving to the Chattanooga, TN, area in 1952. 
She was the wife of the late E.B. Underwood, 
and preceded in death by four brothers. She is 
survived by two daughters: Bertha Jo (David) 
Knecht of Chattanooga, and Ernestine (Steve) 
Poenitz of Indianapolis, IN; one son, J.B. (Anne) 
Underwood of Ooltewah, TN; four step-sons: 
Harold (Mary) Underwood of Marietta, GA; 
David (Joella) Underwood of Eastman, GA; 
Raymond Underwood of Moore, SC; and Ralph 
Underwood of Dayton, TN; 11 grandchildren; 
three great-grandchildren; one sister, Bettie Lou 
(Jim) Ashlock of Collegedale; several nieces; 
and nephews. She had dual membership with 
McDonald Road and Collegedale churches.

A Perfect Christmas Gift!
Immune Ammunition: a unique five 

herb blend that helps your immune
system fight virus, bacteria, fungus, 

and inflammation.

PO Box 1038, Collegedale, TN, 37315
Phone: 423-238-7467

E-mail: bonnie@bonherbals.com
Web: www.bonherbals.com

Vegan Vitamin D & Other Supplements
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Send your ADHD Boys to Us!
•Residential Care with minimum distractions
•Remedial Schooling and Online Schooling

•Affordable Monthly Fees
•Counseling

Tel:  423-336-5052
E-mail:  INFO@ADVENTHOME.ORG

www.adventhome.org

Celebrating our               Anniversary, Established since 1985.

We provide...

We change performance by ....
•Reversing ADHD

•Improving academics
•Managing disobedience and anger

25 th

VANCE, Sonny, 68, born Jan. 7, 1942 in 
Buchanan County, VA, died April 16, 2010 in 
Greenbrier, TN. He was a long-time member 
of the Ridgetop Church. An Army veteran, he 
was assistant director of linen services at St. 
Vincents Hospital in Little Rock, AR, and laundry 
manager at Mt. Vernon Academy in Ohio and 
Madison Academy in Tennessee.  He is survived 
by his wife, Sharon Ross Vance; his mother, 
Ora Matney Vance; four daughters: Cathy 
(Billy) Marlin, Mary (Thomas Bailey) Vance, 
Erin (Chris) Zanchi, Stephanie (Greg) Garrison; 
eight grandsons; one great-granddaughter; four 
brothers; and three sisters. A memorial service 
was conducted by Pastor Jeremiah Smart at 
Ridgetop Church.

VAN DEUSEN, Shirley R., 96, born Jan. 29, 
1913 in AuGres, MI, died July 11, 2009 in 
Zephyrhills, FL. She was a member of the East 
Pasco Church in Zephyrhills for more than 
seven years. She is survived by her husband, 
Jessie; one son, Ross VanDeusen, Stoughton, 
WI; three daughters: Elaine Lovejoy, Ooltewah, 
TN, Jane Townsend, Soulsbyville, CA, and 
Lucille Furman, Zephyrhills; one step-daughter, 
Judy Hook, Hermiston, OR; 11 grandchildren; 
15 great-grandchildren; and 10 great-great 
grandchildren. The service was conducted at 
the Hodges Family Funeral Home by Pastor Art 
Stagg and Chaplin George Carpenter. Interment 
was at the Chapel Hill Gardens.

WAHLBERG, Raymond E., 78, died Nov. 
2009 in Panama City, FL. He was a member 
of the North Bay Church in Lynn Haven, FL. 
The highlight of his career was spent in higher 
education administration as director of planned 
giving at St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN, 
and later as senior vice president and general 
counsel at Luther College in Decorah, IA. 
Throughout his career he was active in the 
communities where he lived, serving on school 
boards, hospital boards, United Way, and many 
Church organizations. He is survived by his wife, 
Joyce Stanford Wahlberg; two brothers: Wallace 
(Betty), and Rodney (Mary Ann); four sons: 
Randy (Sylvia), Brad (Rhonda), Tom (Beth), and 
John (Lisa); and one daughter, Kathy (Robert) 
Fuqua. He is also survived by two step-children: 
Brian (Karen) Small, and Tamara (Steve) Grice; 
11 grandchildren; and step-grandchildren.

WALTERS, Bernice, 92, born Feb. 13, 1918, 
died March 25, 2010. She was a member of the 
McDonald Road, TN, Church.

WARREN, Marion Gene, 78, born Dec. 3, 1931 
in Laurel, MS, died July 24, 2010 in Laurel. 
He was a member of Laurel Church. He is 
survived by his wife, Ruth Warren; one daughter, 
Penny Beech; one son, Grayson Warren; six 
grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; and two 
sisters: Mary Joyce Cagle and Jonnie Fay Read. 

WASH, Evadena, 92, born Oct. 28, 1917 in 
Ashbrook, KY, died June 15, 2010. She was 
a member of the Elizabethtown Church in 
Elizabethtown, KY, where she held many offices. 
She was a cook for Louisville Junior Academy. 
She is survived by two sons: Wilton (Gloria) 

Wash of Minnesota, and Ronald (Sally) Wash 
of Florida; four daughters: Barbara Wilder of 
Florida, Jean Hile (Gerald) of Indiana, Wanda 
Castle of Kentucky, and Janice (Don) Land 
of Tennessee; three brothers; two sisters; 16 
grandchildren; 20 great-grandchildren; and 
two great-great-grandchildren. Pastor Luis 
Ruiz officiated the funeral. Interment was at 
Elizabethtown Memorial Gardens.

WASH, Mollie, 93, born Jan. 6, 1917 in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, died July 31, 
2010 in Apopka, FL. He was a member of 
the Florida Living Church for four years. He is 
survived by one sister, Esther Tessler Breslaw 
of Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. The service 
was held at Florida Living Church in Apopka by 
Pastor Horace Walsh. Interment was at Forest 
Hill in Palm City, FL.

WEBBER, Linna, 76, born Aug. 27, 1933 in 
Port Maria, St. Mary, Jamaica, WI, died Dec. 31, 
2009 in Port Charlotte, FL. She was a member 
of the Port Charlotte, FL, Church for 23 years.  
She is survived by three brothers: Enos Martin, 
Hepburn Martin, and Luther (Herbert Jr.) Martin; 
and five sisters: Esther Clunie, Dorrell Foster, 
Marva Martin, Jackie Martin, and Helen Martin.  
The service was conducted by Pastor William 
Wilson in Port Charlotte, FL. Interment was in 
Englewood, FL.

WEEDMAN, Marvin 
“Mickey” Eugene, 73, 
born April 22, 1937 
in Lit t le Rock, AR, 
died May 15, 2010 in 
Collegedale, TN. He 
was a member of the 
Standifer Gap Church, 
Chattanooga, TN. He 
is survived by his wife 
of 51 years, Betty; two 
sons: Kirk and Victor; 
and one daughter-
in- law,  Cathy.  His 
memorial service was 
conducted by Betty 
Weedman, Pastor Bob 
Mix, and the Advent 
Quartet .  Interment 
was at Standifer Gap 
Church Cemetery.
  
WHITE, Charles L., 
died Nov. 13, 2009. He 
is survived by his wife, 
Mardel; two children: 
F l o y d  ( C h a r l o t t e ) 
White and LaDonna 
(Gary)  Gryte;  and 
three grandchildren. 
He was a member of 
the Collegedale, TN, 
Church.

WILLIAMS, Gerald 
D., 84, born Nov. 15, 
1925 in Eaton, CO, 
died Jan. 23, 2010 in 
Orlando, FL. He was 

a member of the Forest Lake Church, Apopka, 
FL. His denominational employment included 
the Inter-American Division from 1950-1961 and 
Washington Sanitarium and Hospital, Takoma 
Park, MD from 1961-1966. He is survived by 
two sons: Dennis of Mt. Dora, FL, and Dale of 
Apopka; three brothers: Gordon of Crawford, 
NE, Ivan of Gresham, OR, and Royce of 
Newbury Park, CA; four grandchildren; and one 
great-grandchild. The service was conducted 
at the Forest Lake Church by Pastor Barbara 
McCoy. Interment was at Pearce, AZ.

WILLIAMS, Michael Levon, 57, born Dec. 8, 
1952, died May 5, 2010. He was a member of 
Your Bible Speak Church in Evergreen, AL. He 
is survived by his wife, Suzan A. Williams; five 
sisters: Patricia, Mary, Deloris, Clarissa, Betty, 
and Mary Ann; six brothers: Leroy, Edward, 
Willie, Jimmie, James, and Lawrence; aunts; 
uncles; cousins; and in-laws. 

YOO, David Myung Soo, 51, born Sept. 12, 
1958, died Feb. 23, 2010. He was a resident 
of Duluth, GA, and a member of Collegedale, 
TN, Church.
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Contact your local conference or university Planned
Giving and Trust Services representative today
and ask how you can help shape lives for God’s
kingdom.

To read Travis’ story, go to
www.southernunion.com/PlannedGiving and click 
on on Travis’ Story.

and they will only know the impact they
have made once they get to heaven.”

- Travis Wichman
  Southern Adventist University student
  student scholarship recipient

Southern Adventist University: Carolyn Liers, 423-236-2818
Southeastern: David Long, 352-735-3142
South Central: Michael Harpe, 615-226-6500
South Atlantic: Lawrence Hamilton, 404-792-0535
Oakwood University: Fred Pullins, 256-726-8278
Kentucky-Tennessee: Lin Powell, 615-859-1391

Gulf States: Rick Hutchinson, 334-272-7493
Georgia-Cumberland: Mitch Hazekamp, 706-629-7951
Florida: Jose LeGrand, 407-644-5000
Carolina: Ken Ford, 704-596-3200
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vegetarian meals, SDA TV, activities and 
transportation to church, Dr appointments and 
shopping. Now available new independent living 
patio homes; monthly rental agreement. Contact 
RN Administrator Laura Morrison. 423-775-7658 
or e-mail quietoaks@comcast.net.  View our 
website at quietoak.com.  [12]

SUMMIT RIDGE RETIREMENT VILLAGE is a 
place where you can live independently in your 
own home. Lawn mowing and maintenance 
provided. Church and nursing home on grounds. 
Make friends with Adventist neighbors, and 
enjoy the low cost of living in the Oklahoma 
countryside. Call Bill Norman, 405-454-6538. 
Website: www.summit-ridge-village.org.  ©

FLORIDA LIVING: Where Friends Become 
Family! Senior Community half-hour from 
Orlando. Ground level Apts. and Rooms; one-
year lease; no extra fees; Vegetarian Cuisine; 
Church/Pool/Shopping/Activities; Short-term 
Rentals - furnished 2 BR Apts. $48/$75/night; 
$300 or $450/week; 1-800-729-8017 x 24 
Website: floridalivingretirement.com. Email: 
JackieFLRC@aol.com.  [12]

LAKELAND, FL –  Doublewide furnished mobile 
home in adult park $19,500 with 1040 square 
feet, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, dining/living/Florida 
room, attached storeroom with washer/dryer and 
covered carport. Close to pool, clubhouse, SDA 
Church, mall. Would consider financing. 928-
632-2222 or email dbenson2457@yahoo.com.  
[12-2]

PERFECT RETIREMENT HOME IN SEBRING, 
FL – Half mile from SDA Florida Hospital, 
golf community. 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, family 
room/3rd bedroom, garage and screened 
porch. Duplex - half $79,000 or whole duplex 
$139K, rent one side. Pictures: http://tinyurl.com/
SebringDuplex. Call Barry McBroom 863-446-
2381, e-mail barrymcbroom@gmail.com.  [12]

COLLEGEDALE, TN HOME – 2 miles to SAU! 
3 bed/2 bath, fireplace, basement with a family 
room. Lots of updates including siding, floors, 
paint, light fixtures. Large yard! $154,900. Call 
Wendy Dixon Crye-Leike Realtors, 423-238-
5440 or 423-883-0654.  [12]

COLLEGEDALE AREA HOME for sale in 
Bradley County, only 12 minutes to SAU on 5
level cleared acres with barn. New construction, 
Southern Living style home and floor plan. 
Gorgeous! Call Wendy Dixon Crye-Leike 
Realtors, 423-238-5440 or 423-883-0654.  [12]

COLLEGEDALE, TN HILLTOP 1 acre home 
surrounded by wooded trees. Featuring 3 car 
garage/full unfinished basement, full unfinished 
3rd floor! Huge home for the money-could 
be a dormitory with all the rooms it has! Only 
$250,000. Call Wendy Dixon Crye-Leike 
Realtors, 423-238-5440 or 423-883-0654.  [12]

CABIN RENTAL OF COLLEGEDALE – 
Vacation by pond, in nature. 3 miles from SAU. 
2 bedrooms, sleeps 6, 1.5 bath. Minimum 2 night 

stay, $100/night. Contact Lisa Foote: 423-600-
0070, lisafoote@live.com.  [12]

OOLTEWAH/COLLEGEDALE, TN – 2 
bedroom, 2 full bath townhome, hardwood-tile 
flooring, fireplace, jetted tub, large walk-in closet 
and handicap features. Minutes from Southern. 
HOA includes yard maintenance. Realty 
Specialists 423-238-7325. Tammy Thayer 423-
645-9621 www.4RealtySpecialists.com.  [12]

HARRISON, TN rural home – 3 bedroom, 3 bath 
rancher over full basement. Over an acre lot with 
plenty of gardening area, oversized garage and 
fabulous storage space. Call for more details: 
Liz Reinsel Crye-Leike Realtors, 423-290-1077 
or 423-238-5440.  [12]

SPACIOUS 4 BED, 2.5 BATH house built in 
07 with walk-out basement. Minutes to SAU. 
Neighborhood with pool! $295,900. Call the 
“Twin Team” Sue (Erhard) Vosen/Debbie 
(Erhard) Johnson. Crye-Leike Realtors 423-
774-1029.  [12, 1]

2 HOMES WITH ACREAGE close to SAU. Both 
with in-ground pools. $279,900. Call the “Twin 
Team” Sue (Erhard) Vosen & Debbie (Erhard) 
Johnson. Crye-Leike Realtors 423-774-1029.  
[12, 1]

PRIVATE FARM on The Cumberland Plateau! 
36.85 rolling acres partially wooded & field. All 
fenced with spring fed pond. 2486 square foot 
home includes 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, plus 4 car 
garage and 672 square foot apartment above. 
Tammy Thayer 423-645-9621 Realty Specialists 
423-238-7325. www.4RealtySpecialists.com.  
[12]

BREATHTAKING VIEWS: Spacious 3,000 
square foot, 5 bedroom, 3 bath home atop White 
Oak Mountain. Has 3 decks, library, & offers the 
coziness of a chalet with all the advantages of 
a ranch style home. Only two miles from SAU. 
Must see. Call 423-472-3702.  [12]

PRIVATE WOODED PARADISE: Deer Lodge, 
TN custom log home on 9.22 acres. 1640 square 
feet, 2 car log garage, 3 other buildings, SDA 
church 2 miles, academy 30 minutes away. Call 
931-863-5324 or 931-200-3858; rustywheels@
twlakes.net.  [12]

SPRING CITY, TN – Well kept 1383 square foot 
mountain cottage on 9.27 acres in woodland 
setting. 2 bed/1 bath, study, utility room, large 
kitchen, dining/living room, carport, central heating 
(with outdoor furnace). 11 miles to shopping/
church. $85,000. Call 423-533-2107.  [12]

RURAL COUNTRY LIVING at it’s best - 
Pikeville, TN. Updated 12 year old, 3 bed, 2 bath 
doublewide on 6.1 acres. Beautiful mountain 
views with some tree clearing. $74,200. Call 
Jack Dawson 423-503-1838, Realty Specialists 
423-238-7325.  [12]

MOUNTAIN PROPERTY FOR SALE – 20 
acres of undeveloped wooded, rolling land on 

PROPERTY AVAILABLE

COLLEGEDALE GUESTHOUSE. 1.5 bedrooms 
fully equipped condo w/kitchen and laundry, no 
steps, huge deck, secluded woodland setting. 
“Absolutely delightful” say guests. $60/night for 
two (2-night minimum). Roger King, 423-236-
4688. See pictures at www.rogerkingrentals.
com.   ©

QUIET OAKS ASSISTED LIVING in Graysville, 
TN (45 miles from SAU) 25 acre mountain 
estate is surrounded by state park and walking 
trails. Our licensed home offers private rooms, 

How to Submit Your Advertising
(1) Have your pastor or a local church elder 

write “Approved” and his signature on the sheet 
of paper containing the advertisement, (2) write 
your name and address on the same sheet, (3) 
specify how many times the ad is to run, (4) 
send the approved ad to your conference office 
6 weeks in advance of the publication date and 
(5) don’t forget to enclose payment in full for each 
month the ad is to run. Make checks payable to 
SOUTHERN UNION.

RATES: Southern Union: $40 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $45 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word 
beyond 45. Out of Union: $50 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $55 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.50 per word 
beyond 45. Accepted as space is available. Ads 
may run in successive months as space permits.

SOUTHERN TIDINGS makes every reason-
able effort to screen all advertising, but in no 
case can the periodical assume responsiblity for 
advertisements appearing in its columns, or for 
typographical errors.
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top of Monteagle, Tennessee. Great location for 
country living in a pleasant rural environment. 
Small SDA church nearby. Property must sell 
as one tract. Call 978-368-4198 or 978-549-
2477.  [12, 1]

SOUTH GEORGIA’S newest Adventist Personal 
Care Home has room for you or your loved 
one. Beautiful country setting, personal service, 
vegetarian, Caribbean cuisine, SDA tv & more. 
Near churches, good care, companionship, you 
never have to live alone again. For information 
call 478-998-9428.  [12]

WELL-ESTABLISHED BUSINESS FOR SALE. 
The price for this mobile fire extinguisher sales 
and service business in northeast TN includes a 
van, equipment, and training. Unlimited income 
and witnessing potential. Serious calls only. 
423-727-1988.  [12]

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

LAURELBROOK ADACEMY NEEDS YOU: 
Positions open are Director of Nursing, RNs, 
LPNs, CNAs, Cooks, Greenhouse/Garden 
Manager, and Construction Staff.   Housing 
and stipend provided. Located in the beautiful 
mountains of Dayton, TN and only 60 miles from 
SAU.  Contact Roger Westfall at 423-775-0771; 
or email maudie.westfall@gmail.com. [12, 1]

PHYSICIAN OPPORTUNITIES IN NORTH 
GEORGIA. Gordon Hospital is seeking Board 
Certified/Board Eligible Internal Medicine 
physicians. Live within a beautiful southern 
community which offers a gorgeous Adventist 
hospital (www.gordonhospital.com), brand new 
Adventist elementary school (www.cobleschool.
com), and first class Adventist high school (www.
gcasda.org). Southern Adventist University 
within a 45 minute drive (www.southern.edu). 
Contact bonnie.shadix@ahss.org, 800-264-
8642.  [12]

Beautiful Adventist Hospital located 
in North Georgia is seeking Board Certified/
Board Eligible OBGYN. Join a highly respected, 
busy private practice. Excellent income guarantee. 
Excellent benefits. Outstanding Adventist schools 
within community. Southern University within a 
45-minute drive. For more information contact 
bonnie.shadix@ahss.org, or call 800-264-8642. 
www.gordonhospital.com.  [12]

ADVENTIST HEALTH SYSTEM needs 
registered nurses and physical therapists. Do 
you want to be a part of “Extending the Healing 
Ministry of Christ”?  Email David Gordon at david.
gordon@ahss.org or call 407-975-3792! [12]

JELLICO COMMUNITY HOSPITAL in beautiful 
Jellico, TN is looking for physicians in the 
following specialties: Orthopedic, Cardiology, 
Pediatrics, OB/GYN or FP/OB. The hospital is 
also hiring nurses in Med Surg., OB, ICU and 
Surgery. For more information please contact: 
Jason Dunkel at 423-784-1187 or jason.dunkel@
ahss.org.  [12-7]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks 
Nurse Practitioner faculty member to join our 
progressive, mission-focused, graduate team. 
Candidate must hold current family or adult NP 
certification, and have current clinical experience. 
Requisite qualities additionally include interest 
in research, successful teaching experience, 
enthusiasm, flexibility, and commitment to 
nursing and SDA education. Successful 
candidate must be a Seventh-day Adventist 
Church member in good standing. Educational 
requirements include earned doctorate; MSN 
may be considered. Immediate opening (winter 
2011). Send curriculum vitae or inquiries to Dr. 
Holly Gadd, Graduate Program Coordinator, 
hgadd@southern.edu. SAU School of Nursing, 
PO Box 370, Collegedale, TN 37315.  [12, 1]

ANDREWS ACADEMY is searching for a 
Principal. Some of the position’s opportunities 
include: administering  the operations of the 
academy, grades 9-12 and establishing a learning 
environment which is spiritually focused & in 
concert with SDA beliefs. Required qualifications: 
Master’s degree and denominational & state 
secondary school credentials. Interested 
candidates apply online at http://www.andrews.
edu/HR/emp_jobs_salaried.cgi.  [12]

UNION COLLEGE seeks chair/director of 
BS nursing program. Responsibilities include 
strategic planning, curricular assessment, faculty 
development, and support of college activities. 
Nebraska state licensure, teaching experience, 
and doctoral degree or ongoing study required. 
Contact Charlotte Schober, interim chair, 
chschobe@ucollege.edu.  [12]

UNION COLLEGE seeks Academic Director 
for its Master of Physician Assistant Studies 
program. Responsibilities include curricular 
analysis, teaching, and evaluation. Graduate 
degree, NCCPA certification, and 3 years clinical 
experience required. Contact Michael Huckabee, 
PhD, PA-C, Program Director, paprog@ucollege.
edu.  [12]

LA SIERRA UNIVERSITY seeks to fill 
an Assistant Professor position in 
Communication, beginning July 1, 2011. 
Areas: Mass Media/Advertising/Public Relations/
Journalism and methods of research. The 
successful candidates will be able to 1) teach 
a variety of courses, 2) demonstrate a research 
record, 3) advise majors and minors, 4) supervise 
internships and 5) serve on committees. 
Qualifications: Ph.D. in Communication or 
related discipline. In lieu of a Ph.D., at least 
ten years of professional journalism/media 
experience. See posting: http://www.lasierra.
edu/index.php?id=3823.  [12]

BIBLE WORKER NEEDED – Small church in 
Columbia, SC is looking for a full-time dedicated 
Bible Worker. Salary: $575 per week. Also, an 
experienced vegan cook is needed for a small 
vegetarian restaurant ministry. Salary: $480 per 
week. Please send resume to: Pastor, Midtown 
SDA Church, 701 Gervais Street, #150-301, 
Columbia, SC 29201.  [12]

EXPERIENCED PROPERTY AND CASUALTY 
CLAIMS EXAMINER is needed immediately 
for Adventist Risk Management’s (ARM) 
headquarters in Silver Spring, Maryland. 
ARM, a General Conference institution, and 
its affiliated insurance companies provide risk 
management and insurance products for SDA 
Church organizations around the world. This 
full-time position offers denominational benefits 
including health care and retirement. Five years 
experience in Property and Casualty claims is 
desired (not auto). Must be willing to locate in 
proximity of the headquarters office. ARM is an 
equal opportunity employer but applicants must 
be SDA members in regular standing. This is a 
great opportunity to use your expertise to serve 
the mission of the Church. Send your electronic 
resume to ARM HR Manager at AAshman@
adventistrisk.org.  [12]

RESIDENT CARE STAFF – Immediate 
openings. Christ-centered males/couples for 
self-supporting ministry helping teenage boys 
with special learning needs. Supervise/mentor 
students’ worship, studies, work, recreation, etc. 
Advent Home is a residential school, offering 
salary, housing and other benefits. Contact: Dr. 
Blondel Senior, info@adventhome.org; call 423-
336-5052; Fax 423-336-8224.  [12]

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

BOOKS – More than 250,000 new and used 
Adventist books in stock at www.LNFBooks.
com. Looking for a publisher? Free review of 
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your manuscript. Call 1-800-367-1844 or visit  
www.TeachServices.com.  [12]

ADVENTIST SATELLITE SYSTEMS – For 
sales & installation in the Atlanta area, call Kaz 
Sanocki, 404-791-3093.  [12]

BORN TO WIN SOULS – a moving life story 
of Pastor W. C. Scales, Sr, is part of the 
Scales Legacy Package which also includes a 
collection of his inspirational poetry and music. 
To order or learn more, contact Real Truth 
Associates. Phone: 205-276-1906, online: www.
realtruthassociates.com. [12-2]
 
FIND Jaime Jorge, Brenda Walsh, Christian 
Edition, Jimmy and Pam Rhodes, Forgiven, 
and other Chapel Music artists. Listen to sample 
clips, purchase your favorites, and download 
free selected Christmas music. Same great 
message, fresh new voice–ChapelMusic.com.  
[12]

SHOP ONLINE at www.antoinette-house.
com. A secure, fully functioning online store for 
gifts, collectibles, home, garden, and seasonal 
décor. Discover the awesome selection of new 
products. We have something for everyone 
on your shopping list. Available 24/7 for your 
convenience.  [12]

MISCELLANEOUS

SINGLE AND OVER 40? Stay home and meet 
new friends in USA, only interracial group for 
Adventist singles over 40. For information, 
send large self-addressed stamped envelope 
to ASO-40, 2747 Nonpareil, Sutherlin, OR 
97479.  ©

AdventistSingles.org Free 14-day Trial! Join 
thousands of Adventist singles online. Free 
chat, search, profiles, match notifications! 
Adventist owners since 1993. Visit www.
ElliotDylan.com for the Undercover Angels 
series of novels for Christian teens that build 
on Biblical principles and encourage integrity. 
Great Sabbath reading and gifts!  ©

www.AdventistContact.com – successfully 
matching single Adventists since 1974.  We’re 
the original dating ministry for Adventists. We 
endeavor to be the best! Will you be our next 
success story? Still alone? Why? Join now! 
See what’s free! Tell your friends. Married 
through Contact? Submit your stories/photos: 
success@adventistcontact.com.  [12]

ARE YOU MOVING SOON?  Before you 
rent an U-Haul and do it yourself, check our 
price and save yourself the hassle. Plan now 
and reserve a time slot. Fast, direct, and 
economical. Contact Gary Erhard, Erhard 
Furniture, 610 South Mechanic Street, Berrien 
Springs, MI; 49103; 269-471-7366 or 248-890-
5700, evenings 8-11 p.m.  ©

RELOCATING?  Apex Moving & Storage has 
a national account contract with the General 

Conference for your moving needs. Take 
advantage of a volume rated discount. Be 
assured you are moving with the BEST!  Call 
Marcy Dante’ at 800-766-1902; or visit us at: 
www.apexmoving.com/adventist.  [12-2]

RV’s!! Adventist owned and operated RV 
dealership has been helping SDA’s for over 
30 years.  Huge inventory of new and used 
trailers and motorhomes. Jayco, Newmar and 
Hurricane. Courtesy airport pickup and on-site 
hookups. Call toll-free 1-888-933-9300. Lee’s 
RV, Oklahoma City. www.leesrv.com or e-mail 
Lee Litchfield at Lee@leesrv.com.  ©

WILDWOOD WEIGHT MANAGEMENT 
SEMINARS: Intensive 14-day programs 
focusing on education, motivation, planning, 
and commitment. January 2-16, 2011 & January 
23-Feb. 6, 2011. Site: Wildwood Health Retreat, 
Iron City, TN. Cost: $625 (Includes room, vegan 
meals, materials). Contact: Darlene Keith 931-
724-6706. www.wildwoodhealthretreat.org. 
Email: darlenekeith@gmail.com.  [12]

W I L D W O O D  C O U N T R Y  L I V I N G 
SEMINAR: Intensive 7-day seminar focusing 
on country living and practical skills. Feb. 13-20, 
2011. Morning and evening devotionals focus 
on last day events: The Coming Crisis, Sunday 
Law, Leaving the Cities, Loud Cry, Latter 
Rain, Sifting and Shaking, Close of Probation, 
Jacob’s Trouble, Seven Last Plagues, Second 
Coming. Site: Wildwood Health Retreat, Iron 
City, TN. Cost: $279 (Includes room, vegan 
meals). Contact: Darlene Keith 931-724-
6706. www.wildwoodhealthretreat.org. Email: 
darlenekeith@gmail.com.  [12]

WILDWOOD HEALTH EVANGELISM MINI-
CAMP: R igorous 3-week seminar focusing 
on practical skills of health evangelism: Bible 
Prophecy, Sanctuary, Leadership, Education 
for Heaven, Marriage For Ministry, Last 
Day Events. Evangelistic Health Lectures: 
Putting Them Together, Hydro &  Massage, 
Nutrition. Feb. 27-March 20, 2011. Site: 
Wildwood Health Retreat, Iron City, TN. 
Cost:  $760 per person.  (Includes room, 
vegan meals, materials). Contact: Lew Keith 
931-724-6706.  www.wildwoodhealthretreat.
org. Email: lykeith@gmail.com.  [12]

PLANNING AN EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
OR HEALTH SEMINAR? Have questions? 
Need affordable, professionally prepared 
handbills, brochures, signs, banners, and 
mailing services? Call free, 800-274-0016 and 
ask for HOPE Customer Service or visit www.
hopesource.com. You deserve the best with 
confidence and peace of mind. Your friends at 
Hamblin’s HOPE deliver on-time.  [12]

AdventistEvanglism.com – your #1 source 
for seminar handbills and brochures. If you 
are considering a community outreach series 
in your area we can help you design, print, 
and mail your invitations. Call Color Press toll 
free at 1-800-222-2145 and ask for Janet or 
Lorraine.  [12, 1]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY offers 
master’s degrees in business, counseling, 
education, nursing, religion and social work. 
Flexibility is provided through online and 
on-campus programs. Financial aid may 
be available. For more information, call 
423-236-2585 or visit www.southern.edu/
graduatedegrees.  [12]

HERITAGE SINGERS, celebrating their 40th 
anniversary, are now taking concert invitations 
for fundraisers and special church events. Call 
Max Mace at 530-622-6369 to book a 2011 
concert while there are still available dates.  [12]

VACATION IN KAUAI, Hawaii at Kahili 
Mountain Park – tropical paradise with 
affordable lodging. Proceeds support Adventist 
school. Inquire about volunteer or mission trip 
rates and home school programs. Furnished 
cabins from $45-$100, 2-5 bedroom homes 
from $120-$200. Near popular beaches/
attractions. Pictures: www.kahilipark.org. 
Brochure/rates: info@kahilipark.org. 808-742-
9921.  [12-10]

LOOKING FOR A NEW, inexpensive health 
program for your church but don’t have a lot of 
time? Consider the Full Plate Diet Weight Loss 
Program created by Lifestyle Center of America 
doctors. Eight one-hour sessions perfect for 
small groups. Great stand-alone program or 
follow up after CHIP. www.FullPlateDiet.org, 
800-681-0797.  [12-4]

MEDICAL MASSAGE – would you like 
a rewarding career in medical ministry? 
Obtain an A.S. Degree in just one year. Full-
time and part-time evening courses start 
in January! Learn A/P, medical massage, 
hydrotherapy, and other natural remedies in 
a Christ-centered environment near Loma 
Linda. Distance learning now available! www.
handsonmedicalmassage.com. 909-793-4263.  
[12-2]

ELTERNHAUS ADVENTIST CARE for 
Adventist Elderly – we care for all levels at 
our Maryland SDA assisted living. Visit us at 
www.elternhausalf.com or call Diane Crane at 
410-707-7071. Come see us during the holiday 
season.  [12]

PLANNING AN EVENT? Southern Adventist 
University offers excellent meeting space 
for your conference or special event 
needs. Beautiful setting, personal planning 
professionals, one-stop shopping! Plenty of 
recreational and educational options. Ask about 
our professional team-building packages! 
Join corporate leaders from Volkswagen of 
America and McKee Foods Corporation by 
calling us today! 10% discount if you book 
an event by December 31, 2010. Conference 
Services and Events at 423-236-2555 or email 
conferenceservices@southern.edu. [12]
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Carolina
Pathfinder Council – Jan. 7-9. 
Nosoca.
Women’s Ministries Mini-
Retreat – Jan. 21, 22.
Lay Advisory Retreat – Jan. 28, 
29. Nosoca.
Teachers’ Convention – Feb. 
4-8.
Lay-Pastoral Assistant & 
Elders’ Certification Program 
#4 – Feb. 4-6. Nosoca. Pre-
registration is required: 704-596-
3200.
Romance at the Ranch – Feb. 
11-13. Nosoca.

Florida
Complete calendar online – 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/calendar/
Florida Pathfinder events – 
http://www.floridapathfinders.
com/ or call 407-644-5000 x127.
Singles’ Ministries events 
and mailing list information. 
Spiritual study groups, fellowship 
dinners, outings, and more. 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/childrenandfamily/, 
djmiller4000@gmail.com, or 407-
703-3050.
North Florida Oakwood 
University Alumni Chapter – 
membership information and 
event listings for Oakwood 
alumni in Florida. Details: http://
www.oakwoodalumninfl.org/, 
oakwoodalumninfl@gmail.com, 
888-719-7776, or 904-616-1896.
Florida Hospital DeLand 
Support Groups – Florida 
Hospital DeLand offers a variety 
of support groups. Details are 
available under the “Support 
Groups” link in the “Patients 
and Visitors” box at http://www.
fhdeland.org/
Planned Giving Clinics and 
Seminars
Jan. 15. Venice.
Jan. 22. Kissimmee.
Feb. 12. Tallahassee.
Feb. 19. Avon Park.
Feb. 26. Sarasota.
Ambassador Church 
Evangelism Series – Jan. 7-29. 
Ambassador Church, Lauderdale 
Lakes. Televised on 3ABN. 
Details: evangelismproject_
amsda@eccgroup.net or 954-
733-0607.

Georgia-Cumberland
Complete calendar online – 
www.gccsda.com

Pathfinder Teen Leadership 
Training – Dec. 3-5. Cohutta 
Springs Youth Camp, Crandall, 
GA.
Prayer Ministries – Dec. 4. 
Thomasville, GA, Church.
Collegedale Academy Opus 
Evensong – Dec. 4, 5:00 p.m. 
Collegedale, TN, Church
Collegedale Academy Band 
Christmas Concert – Dec. 8, 
7:00 p.m. Collegedale Academy, 
TN.
GCA Festival of Carols – 
Dec. 11. Georgia-Cumberland 
Academy, Calhoun, GA. Live 
web stream at www.gcasda.org. 
Church 11:10 am
Collegedale Academy Choir 
and Orchestra Christmas 
Concert – Dec. 12, 7:30 p.m. 
Collegedale, TN, Church.
Live Nativity – Dec. 17, 7:00 
p.m. Oglethorpe, GA, Church.
Christmas Vacation for 
Schools – Dec. 17-Jan. 2. 
Conference-wide.
Handel’s Messiah Community 
Sing-Along – Dec. 19, 3:00 p.m. 
Chattanooga First Church, TN.
Elementary Strings Festival – 
Jan. 27-28. Georgia-Cumberland 
Academy, Calhoun, GA.
Sound System Basics – 
Jan. 30, 1-4 p.m. Georgia-
Cumberland Conference Office, 
Calhoun, GA.

Gulf States
Complete Calendar online – 
http://www.gscsda.org 
Elders’ and Deacons’ Meeting 
– Dec. 3-5. Camp Alamisco.
Executive Committee – Dec. 7. 
Conference Office.
Pathfinder Council Meeting – 
Jan. 7-9. Camp Alamisco.
Pastors’ Meeting – Jan. 16-19. 
Camp Alamisco.
Teen Invitational Caving with 
Bob Hill – Jan. 21-23.

Kentucky-
Tennnessee
Conference Association Board
Dec. 8.   Jan. 25.   March 16. 
Conference Executive 
Committee
Dec. 8.   Jan. 25.   March 16.
Highland and Madison 
Academy Boards
Jan. 20.   March 24.   May 12.
West Tennessee Festival of 
Faith -- March 5. Memphis, TN.
Eastern Kentucky Camp 
Meeting -- March 11, 12. 

Prestonsburg, KY.
Kentucky-Tennessee Music 
Festival – March 17-19. 
Highland Academy.
Family Prayer Conference – 
April 8, 9. Indian Creek Camp.
Pastors-Elders Conference – 
April 15-17. Indian Creek Camp.
Camp Meeting (Anglo) – May 
27-June 4. Highland Academy.
Camp Meeting (Spanish) – 
June 10, 11. Highland Academy.

Southeastern
Youth Convocation – Jan. 21-
23. Lakeland, FL.
Marriage Convention – Feb. 
11-13. Doubletree Hotel, 
Orlando, FL.

Southern Adventist 
University
Kirsten Wolcott Memorial 5K 
Run – Dec. 3.
Evensong: Festival of Lessons 
and Carols – Dec. 4.
Wind Symphony Christmas 
Concert – Dec. 4.
Biology Expo – Dec. 8.
School of Music: Christmas 
Concert – Dec. 11.
Winter Commencement – Dec. 
15.
Christmas Break – Dec. 16-
Jan. 4.
Christmas Eve Service – Dec. 
24.

Announcements
Southern Union Prayer 
Ministries met in March to 
establish and implement goals 
with the conferences. These 
are the goals: Southern Union 
churches to become houses 
of prayer for all people; Unity 
through communication and 
prayer partnering among all 
churches; Encourage more 

prayer rallies, prayer days, 
weeks of prayer, in every church; 
Plan and implement children’s 
prayer conference; Encourage 
families to establish family 
altars; and Encourage families 
to establish time and place for 
personal prayer.

Valley Grande Adventist 
Academy Alumni Association 
– April 1-3. All former faculty, 
staff, and students for honor 
classes ending in 6 or 1 (2006, 
2001, etc.) are invited to our 
annual Alumni Weekend. 
Details: www.vgaa.org or contact 
Suzanna Facundo: sfacundo@
hotmail.com.

Union College Homecoming – 
April 7-10. Alumni, friends, and 
former faculty are invited. Honor 
classes: 1941, 1951, 1956, 
1961, 1971, 1981, 1986, 1991, 
and 2001. Details: contact the 
alumni office at 402-486-2503, 
3800 South 48th Street, Lincoln, 
NE 68506 or alumni@ucollege.
edu.

Oakwood University Class of 
1981, 30th Reunion Alumni 
Weekend – April 22-24.  
Details: facebook: 
Oakwood Reunion; Email: 
ouclassof1981@gmx.com.

		D  ec. 3	D ec. 10	D ec. 17	D ec. 24	D ec. 31	 Jan. 7
 	Atlanta, GA	 5:29	 5:30	 5:32	 5:36	 5:40	 5:45
	C harleston, SC	 5:13	 5:14	 5:17	 5:20	 5:24	 5:30
	C harlotte, NC	 5:11	 5:12	 5:14	 5:17	 5:22	 5:27
	C ollegedale, TN	 5:28	 5:29	 5:31	 5:35	 5:39	 5:45
	H untsville, AL	 4:35	 4:36	 4:38	 4:32	 4:46	 4:52
	 Jackson, MS	 4:55	 4:56	 4:59	 5:02	 5:06	 5:12
	 Louisville, KY	 5:23	 5:23	 5:25	 5:29	 5:33	 5:39
	M emphis, TN	 4:48	 4:49	 4:51	 4:54	 4:59	 5:04
	M iami, FL	 5:30	 5:31	 5:34	 5:37	 5:41	 5:46
	M ontgomery, AL	 4:40	 4:41	 4:43	 4:47	 4:51	 4:56
	N ashville, TN	 4:32	 4:33	 4:35	 4:39	 4:43	 4:49
	O rlando, FL	 5:29	 5:30	 5:32	 5:36	 5:40	 5:45
	 Wilmington, NC	 5:02	 5:03	 5:05	 5:08	 5:13	 5:18

Sunset
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