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Vantage Point

Forgiven and 
Forgiving

The other day while walking my four miles in our neighborhood, I almost got 
run over by a speeding car. I jumped out of the way and stopped to catch my breath. 
We live in a quiet, small, one-entrance neighborhood with the usual 25-mile-per-hour 
speed limit, and the signs warning us all to watch for children. The driver of the car 
obviously didn’t see me as he came up over the rise in the road with the early morning 
sun in his eyes.   

In a few minutes the same white Impala slowly pulled alongside as I had turned 
onto another street.  He apologized profusely. He told me he had lectured his nurse 
wife not to go so fast and to watch out for the neighbors. He said it wasn’t right be-
cause he knew I lived in the subdivision, and we should look out for one another. We 
talked for quite awhile. I learned his wife had just finished chemotherapy treatment for 
lymphoma, and that their children had to change schools because of what was going 
on in their family. He had just driven them to school and had a lot on his mind, but 
still he said, “It was no excuse for driving so fast that I almost ran over my neighbor.” 
Of course, I told him it was alright and that I was impressed that he had turned around 
and took the time to find me and to apologize. He was forgiven.

What if I told him everything was okay between us, and as soon as he left I called 
the police and gave them his address and the tag number of his car. What if I said, he 
needs to learn a lesson. I’ll turn him in so he’ll have to squirm a little. That would have 
ruined everything and really been worse than the original infraction. Once I say the 
beautiful words — I forgive you — the relationship is fully repaired and the record is 
clear.   

Gloria Gaither penned new words to the music of Finlandia by Jean Sibelius. The 
lyrics call us to higher thoughts and grand themes. The first stanza rings in my ears:

“I then shall live as one who’s been forgiven;
I’ll walk with joy to know my debts are paid.
I know my name is clear before my Father,
I am His child, and I am not afraid.
So greatly pardoned, I’ll forgive my brother,
The law of love I gladly will obey.”
We live every day in peace when we know we are forgiven and forgiving.  
	 “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name!
	 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits:
	 Who forgives ALL your iniquities . . .” Psalm 103:1-3.

For the Psalmist, the primary benefit of knowing God is the assurance, He forgives 
ALL my sins. All I have to do is turn around and ask for forgiveness. Let’s choose to 
live forgiven and forgiving.

Gordon Retzer
Southern Union 
President
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Cover Feature

Michael Hasel, Ph.D., professor of Near Eastern studies and 
archaeology at Southern Adventist University, Collegedale, Ten-
nessee, was the featured speaker for the convention, and he used 
the theme, “The Battle Over the Bible: Archaeology, History, and 
Faith,” to present compelling evidences that the Bible is true.

Chattanooga-based physicians Joyce Mills, M.D. (left), and 
Robert Mills, M.D., discuss the possibilities for physicians in the 
Southern Union with Southern student Lisa Carrasco of Apopka, 
Florida.

Southern Adventist University pre-med students Harrison Filler of Birmingham, Alabama, and Andrew Keys of Phoenix, Arizona, 
spend a few moments mentoring with Gary Edgmond, D.D.S., of Calhoun, Georgia.
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No Appointment 
Necessary

 By Allan Williamson

The Southern Union Conference 23rd consecutive biennial Medi-
cal/Dental Retreat for physicians, dentists, and optometrists was 
held in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, October 14-17, 2010, and provided 
continuing education credits, spiritual enrichment, and Christian 
fellowship.

Stephanie Laroche, Southern pre-med student from Mt. Dora, Florida, was mentored by Zeno L. Charles-Marcel, M.D., dean of the 
faculty of health sciences at Montemorelos University in Mexico. 
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This is an historic event because 
of its longevity and the family together-
ness it provides for our medical/dental 
family.

Presenters for continuing educa-
tion classes included the following:  

Medical – Zeno L. Charles-Marcel, 
M.D., adjunct associate professor of 
clinical medicine, Loma University 
School of Medicine, and dean of the 
faculty of health sciences, Montemore-
los University, Mexico.

Dental – Charles J. Goodacre, 
D.D.S., dean of Loma Linda Univer-
sity School of Dentistry, Loma Linda, 
California.

Optometry – Jim A. Williamson, 
O.D., staff optometrist and supervisor 
of residency program, Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center, and assistant profes-
sor, Southern College of Optometry, 
Memphis, Tennessee.

Thursday evening and Friday 
afternoon were set aside for continuing 
education classes. A golf tournament 
was held on Friday morning. Oth-
ers chose to hike in the Great Smoky 
Mountains or spend time sightseeing.

There were a wide-variety of 

exhibitors that featured 
resources and ministries 
available to medical/dental 
professionals.

The National Associa-
tion of Seventh-day Adven-
tist Dentists (NASDAD) 
combined their annual 
meeting and joined with 
us for our retreat. They 
presented a powerful mis-
sion report on their dental 
clinics that are helping to 
make a difference in many 
parts of the world. 

Friday Vespers opened 
the Sabbath weekend of worship and 
Christian fellowship. Michael Hasel, 
Ph.D., professor of near eastern studies 
and archaeology, Southern Adven-
tist University, Collegedale, Tennes-
see, was the devotional speaker. The 
theme, “The Battle Over the Bible:  
Archaeology, History, and Faith,” was 
timely and strengthened our faith and 
belief in the Bible.

Childcare was provided for begin-
ners and kindergarteners on Friday 
evening and Sabbath morning. A spe-
cial Sabbath School 
and church service 
was planned for the 
primary, juniors, and 
youth.

Another highlight 
of the weekend was 
the attendance of 
eight pre-medical/
pre-dental students 
from Southern Adven-
tist University who 
attended the retreat. 
These students spent 
time interacting with 
medical/dental pro-
fessionals, and getting 
mentored on a per-
sonal level. Mentors 
shared knowledge 

and advice on what it is like practicing 
as a professional, and how their faith 
relates to their work.

You may be interested to know 
that the Southern Union Conference is 
the only union in North America that 
plans a regular scheduled meeting for 
medical/dental professionals. I hope 
that if you haven’t attended in the past, 
that you will consider joining us in 
2012. A date will be announced later.

The Southern Union believes that 
medical/dental professionals strength-
en the Union; help build stronger com-

munities, schools, 
and churches; and 
provide excellent 
leadership in the 
local church. Thank 
you, medical/dental 
professionals, for 
making a difference 
in the Southern 
Union territory. 
Together, with our 
dedicated members, 
we reach out to 
share with others 
the good news that 
Jesus is coming 
again. 

Robert Addison, D.D.S., a charter member of the South-
ern Union Medical-Dental Association, shares some of 
its history as he prepares to call for the offering.

Edward Pelote, M.D., shared stories 
of the medical work done in Haiti 
by medical and health profession-
als from the Southern Union.
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Chelsea Campbell and her father, 
Dennis Campbell, D.D.S., (background) 
participated in the orchestra composed 
of medical-dental families.
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Obeying a voice from Heaven, 
Rothacker Smith quickly crossed the 
room to pick up his first aid kits. 
As the German army zeroed in on 
their position with guns and heavy 
artillery, he sensed that danger was 
near and he knew that as a medic, 
his expertise would soon be needed.  
As he knelt down, a 120mm mortar 
shell landed and exploded, shatter-
ing the window of the stone house 
where he, his sergeant, and three 
other U.S. Army medics were po-
sitioned in Sommocolonia, Italy, in 
winter of 1944. Broken bits of metal 
struck Smith’s helmet and face, while 
several pieces pierced his shoulder, 
hips, and arm, shooting excruciating 
pain through his body. A piece of 
glass lodged under his right eye, and 
blood was running down his legs 
and arm.

At that moment, Rothacker Smith 
knew he was dying, yet he sensed 
that he was not saved, and immedi-

ately terror came 
over him.

“I started 
trying to pray,” 
recalled Smith. 
“But the devil was 
telling me, ‘You 
should’ve done 
this a long time 
ago. Who do you 
think is going to 
hear you now?’ I 
was in the most 
intense despair 
because I knew 
I was lost and 
it would be for 
eternity.”

Smith, still bleeding and in im-
mense pain, kept talking to God 
while carrying out his medic duties, 
dressing the injuries of his severely-
wounded sergeant. 

“I could hear men screaming 
and bullets ricocheting off the build-

ings,” said Smith. “German 
soldiers set up a machine 
gun near our house, and 
I could hear them talking. 
Finally, I heard a voice 
from heaven that said, 
“Your sins are forgiven.” 
A peace came over me 
even though I knew I was 
going to be dead. I didn’t 
expect to live except if 
our troops could drive the 
German troops back, and 
that was my prayer.”

By morning, Smith 
and the rest of soldiers 
knew their fate was sealed 
as they realized they were 

too injured to fight. Smith convinced 
his comrades that the best plan was 
to surrender so that when the Ger-
mans shot them, their death would 
be swift and less painful. Seconds 
later, five German soldiers stood at 
the entrance to the house and told 

Southern Union Feature

Adventist Soldiers — 
Untold Stories

By Gianna Norman Snell

Rothacker Smith holds the shirt that he was wearing when he was injured and later captured. The hole seen is from where a piece of 
metal penetrated his back. Not realizing it was in his back, the two-inch shrapnel was not removed until 10 years later.

Smith’s Army photo
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Smith and the other men to come out 
with their hands up.

 “When we got to the door, 
I looked into the muzzles of five 
guns,” recalled Smith. “I knew that 
they were going to put me up against 
the wall and shoot me, but a split 
second after that, Jesus would wake 
me up. I tried to smile at the thought 
of seeing Jesus, but half of my face 
was stiff with dry, caked blood. Chills 
ran up and down my spine where 
the bullets would soon hit me.”

As Smith and the others marched 
off through the city with raised arms, 
and loaded guns pointing towards 
their backs, he wondered if he was 
living his last moments on Earth.

Preserving the Story of  Veterans
There are many other stories 

of Adventist soldiers like Rothacker 
Smith’s that remain untold and un-
documented. The Veteran’s History 
Project (VHP) was formed to pre-
serve and share the stories of vet-
erans. Created by the United States 
Congress in 2000, VHP collects, 
preserves, and makes accessible 
the personal accounts of American 
war veterans and civilian workers 
who supported them, so that future 
generations may hear directly from 
veterans and better understand the 
realities of war. These collections 
of first-hand accounts are archived 
in the American Folklife Center 

at the Library of Congress for use 
by researchers and to serve as an 
inspiration for generations to come. 
The stories of our Adventist veterans 
should be included among these 
stories.

Stories from American veterans 
can be relayed through personal nar-
ratives, including audio and video-
taped interviews, written correspon-
dence or diaries, and visual materials. 
VHP collects first-hand accounts of 
U.S. veterans from the following 
wars:

World War I (1914-1920)
World War II (1939-1946)
Korean War (1950-1955)
Vietnam War (1961-1975)
Persian Gulf War (1990-1995) 
Afghanistan and Iraq conflicts 	

  (2001-present)

In addition, those U.S. citizen ci-
vilians who were actively involved in 
supporting war efforts (such as war 
industry workers, United Services Or-
ganization workers, flight instructors, 
medical volunteers, etc.) are also 
invited to share their valuable stories.  
VHP relies on volunteers throughout 
the nation to collect veterans’ stories 
on behalf of the Library of Congress. 
These stories are made available to 
researchers and the general public, 
both at the Library in Washington, 
D.C., and via the VHP website.

Veterans, interviewers, or a per-
son that wants to donate a ve teran’s 
collection may participate in the proj-
ect. There are also several education-
al resources available to students and 
teachers who want to get involved in 
preserving this important part of our 
country’s history. 

For more information on how to 
get involved, visit http://www.loc.
gov/vets/vets-home.html or call 202-
707-4916.

Miraculous Rescue
Once Smith and his comrade 

reached the outside of the door, he 
expected to be pushed up against 
the stone wall across the narrow 
cobblestone street and shot in the 
back. Instead, the men were told to 
walk in front of the German soldiers 
with their hands up. They eventu-
ally exited the city and walked about 
five miles to a prison camp. Because 
of Smith’s loss of blood, he was 
dehydrated, weak, and numb from 
the waist down, and wasn’t sure he 
would be able to survive the journey.

“During that night…I concen-
trated on walking. I know that God 
was with me every step I took, and 
I should have learned then what it 
means to pray without ceasing. My 
sole concentration was on counting 
five steps and then five more steps.”

Smith and the other Americans 
remained in prison camp for sev-
eral months. On Sunday, April 29, 
1945, General George Patton visited 
the camp and liberated the soldiers. 
Smith was later awarded eight med-
als, including the Bronze Star and the 
Purple Heart.

Smith is just one of many Sev-
enth-day Adventists who served the 
United States with honor. His story 
can be found on the VHP website. 
His book, No Way Out details his 
experience as a black World War II 
Buffalo Soldier.

For more information, contact 
Dr. Smith at 256-890-8553 or email 
him at docrock@knology.net. 

Smith points to a picture taken in the city of Sommocolonia in his keepsake book.
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Life was good for Adrienne 
Townsend. Already a school teach-
er of six years, she was nearing 
completion of her master’s degree in 
curriculum education. Between her 
job and lay ministry on the week-
ends, Adrienne’s life was ideal; she 
wouldn’t have changed a thing.

That was in 2001. Today Adri-
enne is Chaplain Townsend of the 
United States Navy. The journey 
from educator to evangelist was her 
response to God’s calling.

It was a week before gradua-
tion. Adrienne was meeting with 
her professor, Robert Kennedy, 

Southern Union Feature

Ministry 
in the Military

By Fylvia Fowler Kline
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about the perfunctory details of her 
degree. Suddenly, he said, “You 
should go into the ministry.” Unex-
pectedly and without reason, he felt 
strangely compelled to make this 
seemingly absurd suggestion — a 
suggestion completely unrelated to 
her current career and education.

The idea was preposterous. 
Yet, the call to ministry plagued her 
every day. More than a whisper, it 
was a persistent push. The struggle 
to abandon her career in educa-
tion and follow God unequivocally 
was too much for Adrienne to bear 
alone. So she fasted and prayed, 
asking God to strip her of self, and 
create in her a new heart completely 
surrendered to His will. 

Now recommitted to God’s 
control, she proceeded with the 
application to Andrews Univer-
sity. However she was torn with 
which degree to apply for. First, she 
completed the application for the 
doctorate of religious education de-
gree. When she came to a question 
asking to explain her desire to enter 
the ministry, Adrienne stopped. Not 
knowing how to answer, she simply 
stated, “I don’t know.” Sensing that 
this was not God’s will, she then 
completed the application for the 
master of divinity degree. One week 
later, her admittance letter arrived.  

Yet even then, her doubts were 
not assuaged. There were moments 
of trepidation when nothing made 
sense. She longed to follow God’s 
leading, but felt the familiarity of 
her former life holding her back. 
Fighting this internal battle, Adri-
enne took a giant step of faith. She 
emptied her life of everything — her 
job, her car, her possessions — and 
set out for Andrews with just $200 
in her pocket and a prayer: “God, if 
I’m going to do this, I need to know 
that You are with me, that I have no 
other ties but You.”

The first year at the Seminary 
saw Adrienne simply going through 
the motions. She was where God 
wanted her, but where was she 
going? How was God going to use 
her? Pastoring? Youth ministries? 
School counseling? Healthcare? 
Despite these lingering questions, 

she pushed on. In her second year, 
after meeting with military recruiters 
on campus, she signed up for their 
training program. Without requiring 
any immediate commitment, she had 
nothing to lose. But as she became 
more involved with the Navy, a 
passion burned within her like she 
had never before experienced. It 
was then, she knew — this was her 
God-ordained purpose.

In July 2008, Adrienne was com-
missioned as a Navy Chaplain. Being 
one of a few Adventist on a military 
base was one of her biggest fears. 
Life on the base was very different 
from the Adventist communities to 
which she was accustomed. In her 
words, “The loss of security when 
you step outside the Adventist circle 
can be a shaking and sifting of one’s 
faith.” Her beliefs odd and lifestyle 
non-traditional, she was forced to 
question and understand her faith 
with clarity. She had to develop a 
strong fundamental and foundation-
al buy into her Church, her Advent-
ism, with certainty and commitment 

before she could 
live as an Adventist 
amongst those who 
were not. “Ministry 
is wherever you 
are, no matter who 
is around you,” 
Adrienne empha-
sizes. “I may miss 
being in an Ad-
ventist community, 
but this pluralistic 
environment gives 
me increased op-
portunities to live 
out my faith and be 
a witness.”

Ministry in the 
military requires 
Adrienne to be 
many things — pas-
tor, grief counselor, 
ethical advisor, 
mediator. “No way 
can I wear all those 
hats without God,” 
she explains. “I 
begin every day 
asking God to give 
me what I need 
to keep my feet 

going, to keep from being weary.” 
And God has not failed her. Even 
in the minutia of the everyday, she 
feels God’s presence and sees His 
leading. His presence was evident 
one morning when God urged her 
to reschedule her exercise routine 
and get to her office earlier than 
usual. Without understanding, she 
obeyed. Waiting at her office was a 
teary eyed Marine, who desperately 
needed to speak to a chaplain. The 
simple act of skipping her morning 
routine had a profound impact on 
that Marine’s life.

Through her amazing journey of 
transformation at the hands of God, 
Adrienne has learned much about 
surrender and selflessness. Her story 
is her challenge to fellow Christians: 
“Never be afraid to step outside 
of what is comfortable. Peace and 
confidence from God comes with 
His call. Both joys and challenges 
are opportunities to strengthen one’s 
faith.”
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Searing sunlight penetrates the 
morning air. Wisps of smoke rise 
from cooking fires. Mothers and 
children mingle next to the thatched 
circle of huts, their bright clothes ex-
ploding in a rainbow of hopeful col-
ors against the brown Zambian soil. 
A few feet away, the line of green 
and gray tents seems out of place. 

Taking up temporary residence 
in these tents was a group of 11 
individuals passionate about service. 
Their task: constructing One-Day 
Churches with Outpost Centers Inter-
national (OCI) in Zambia.

Steven Grabiner, vice president 
of OCI, led the team of four fathers 
and their sons from the East Ridge 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
Tennessee, as well as a husband and 
wife from Pensacola, Florida. Work-
ing with Riverside Farm Institute, 

one of OCI’s ministries in 
Zambia, the team con-
structed six churches and 
put roofing on a seventh.  
 
Coming Together

The sweltering sun 
glinted off the roof of a 
One-Day Church, send-
ing beams of metallic light 
tumbling onto the dry 
grass and dirt below, and 
reflecting on the sweaty 
faces of the workers. Ea-
ger builders secured shiny 

steel sheets into place; 
locals labored alongside 
members of the team. 
While many in the group 
had previously participat-
ed on mission trips, for 
some it was their first. 

Daily life in rural Af-
rica is a struggle. Posses-
sions are few, yet hearts 
and souls are rich, over-
flowing with an apprecia-
tion for the simple things 
in life. Richard Natzke 
faced his own struggles 
as he fundraised for the 

mission trip, his first time out of the 
U.S., yet God provided. Natzke was 
thankful for the opportunity to make 
a difference in the lives of brothers 
and sisters in Christ across the ocean. 
The locals were also gratified. Songs 
of praise and happiness rang out to 

meet the team as they arrived at the 
construction sites, and bonds formed 
as they worked alongside Natzke and 
the rest of the group.

By Hannah Kuntz  

Southern Union Feature

Team members work alongside the locals to put up the 
framework of a church.

Villagers go about their morning activities next to where the group camped during their time in Zambia.

One of the local children totes Steven Gra-
biner’s water bottle.

Caleb Knowles, Zack Barrow, and Steven Grabiner work 
on the roof of a church.
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Building a Connection in Zambia
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“The experience gave me a real 
sense of connection with people I 
never knew existed on the other side 
of the world,” Natzke said. “I wanted 
to come back here to America and 
bring back that sense of community, 
that we’re all one church and we 
need to love one another and draw 
together.”

One of the biggest reasons 
Natzke went was to share the trip 
with his son, Houston, 15. 

“I wanted him to be able to 
experience service and compare his 

life here, how blessed we are with 
material things, and that you can 
live without those things and still be 
happy.”

The happiness of the locals 
stood out to both Natzke and Hous-
ton, making a stronger impression 

than the unfamiliar cir-
cumstances. But getting 
used to village life still 
took some time.

“Trying to sleep for 
the first few nights was 
difficult,” Natzke said. 
“The barnyard critters at 
1 a.m. were hard to sleep 
through.”

Bucket showers, 
pit toilets, and penetrat-
ing dust were also new 
experiences. Yet despite 
the difficult conditions, 
Natzke encourages 
people to involve them-

selves in a similar mission trip — 
with prayer and a step in faith, God 
opens the right doors and magnifies 
purpose above surrounding.

Unordinary Vacation
In addition to construction, the 

team held evangelistic meetings at 
the main church in the evenings, 
which also included health lectures 
by Kevin and Laura Maupin, a doctor 
and nurse from Florida.

The Maupin’s chose to forgo a 
typical vacation this year. Instead 
of tourists dressed in expensive 
sundresses and safari hats, Kevin 
and Laura encountered barefoot 
children in torn and stained shirts. 
But for Kevin, this was a true va-
cation, away from his beeper, cell 
phone, and pager. 

“The blessing you give is not 
as great as the one you receive,” 
Kevin said. “Jesus did not die in 
vain. We are all working toward 
the kingdom.” 

Deciding to go on the trip 
was not easy for everyone. 
Jay Anders, an engineer and 
lay pastor of the East Ridge 
Church, initially questioned 
the value of going. Anders 
even considered sending 
money instead, but saw the 
trip as an opportunity to 

reconnect himself and his son 
with Christ. 

“Helping people does me 
good, gets me out of my com-
fortable life,” Anders said.

Many team members 

appreciated the reminder of how 
blessed their lives are as they ex-
perienced a few of the challenges 
their fellow church members face 
in Africa. Each person took special 

memories back with them, whether 
it was being greeted in heartfelt song 
every day, or the lasting impact of 
sharing Christ’s love through building 
churches. The trip also gave indi-
viduals a chance to connect with an 
OCI project and gain a better under-
standing of the work OCI is doing 
worldwide. 

OCI is an umbrella organization 
for 80 ministries worldwide and a 
supporting ministry of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. From its head-
quarters in Apison, Tennessee, OCI 
networks and nurtures member min-
istries and connects mission-minded 
individuals with opportunities in 37 
countries around the world.

Hannah Kuntz is the communication spe-
cialist at Outpost Centers International.

Kevin Maupin and others of the team enjoy 
camp meeting with the locals on their first 
Sabbath in Zambia. 

Jay Anders and Amos, a local church member, pray 
together during a communion service on the final 
Sabbath.

Richard Natzke receives a thank-you gift 
from the Bbllili Main Church in Zambia 
on the team’s last Sabbath.

A happy group poses in front of the last church 
after the roof is completed.
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“You were very abused as a 
child!” So said my counselor af-
ter I told my life story in her small 
therapy group.  I wanted to argue 
with her — to defend those who had 
cared for me when I was young. Yet 
I vividly remembered the abuse I 
experienced. I was assaulted sexu-
ally, burned with cigarettes, tied up, 
and left to struggle as my abuser and 
his friends played a card game.  And 
that’s the short list.

Years later, after I became a pas-
tor, youth director, and college reli-
gion teacher, the abuse I experienced 
as a child surfaced. It affected my 
adult relationships. I was depressed. I 
found it difficult to complete ordinary 
tasks at home and at work. I was 47 
years old when I finally reached out 
for professional help.

By then, my wife and I had 
established The Bridge to Recovery 
near Bowling Green, Kentucky, to 
help Adventist young people who 
were struggling with addictions. 
Because we had benefitted from 
therapy and counseling for our own 
childhood trauma, we decided to 
incorporate trauma treatment into 
our program. More than 4,000 clients 
have attended our “Growing Beyond 
Codependence” workshops.

Codependence can be described 
as “the pain in adulthood that comes 
from being wounded in child-
hood, and leads to addictions and/
or problems in close relationships.” 
Many victims of childhood abuse and 
neglect as the result of divorce or 
death of a parent find it difficult to 
relate effectively with their spouses, 
their fellow workers, and their peers 
in the Church.

Hundreds of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists have come to The Bridge 
seeking emotional and spiritual 
healing. Many have come when they 
could no longer function effectively 

at work.  Many who are fac-
ing personal or professional 
burnout are suffering from 
untreated codependency. 
Codependency is no respecter 
of persons. A dedicated pastor 
can become incapacitated from 
his childhood trauma as eas-
ily as a young drug abuser. A 
skilled physician can succumb 
as surely as the person who 
has never been able to hold 
a job. In fact, many highly 
educated teachers, lawyers, 
and businessmen and women, 
as well as housewives, janitors, 
and day laborers, have come 
to The Bridge in great pain. Most are 
able to leave a few weeks later, filled 
with hope because they have tools 
that will help them thrive in their 
homes, jobs, and other relationships. 

Hundreds of people have en-
tered our program at The Bridge after 
recognizing a huge change in loved 
ones who have been through our 
workshops. When they see the free-
dom and joy these individuals have 
found as a result of their stay at The 
Bridge, they want to find it too. The 
young adult daughter of a workaholic 
Church employee who found free-
dom from workaholism at The Bridge 
stated, when she enrolled in a later 
workshop, that she came too because, 
as a result of her father’s stay at The 
Bridge, she finally had a dad!

Carol and I retired in 2009 after 
35 years at The Bridge. We want to 
thank the hundreds of church mem-
bers who literally built and main-
tained this institution during the years. 
Dozens of Adventist volunteers have 
given untold hours of labor, thou-
sands of dollars in scholarships, and 
other donations to The Bridge, mak-
ing it the beautiful place it is today — 
a safe haven for suffering people. 

We extend a special thank you 

to the leadership of the Southern 
Union Conference, especially the 
Southern Union Chapter of ASI 
(Adventist-laymen’s Services and 
Industries), and the Kentucky-
Tennessee Helping Hands. A great 
lift came from generous grants from 
the National ASI, which allowed us 
to build both the main lodge and 
women’s mini-dorm.  Maranatha’s 
team of workers offered the muscle 
needed to complete the mini-dorm 
in 1989.  Since then, approximately 
1,500 women have found a tempo-
rary home in this structure. 

The Bridge to Recovery stands as 
a monument to how much the mem-
bers of the Adventist Church care for 
hurting people in general, and for 
the youth of the Church in particular. 
The executive director, John Stenzel, 
and the program director, Rawley 
Glass, invite you to contact them for 
additional information at 877-866-
8661 or www.thebridgetorecovery.
com. Counseling professionals are 
welcome to call and arrange a site 
visit.  
 Paul Cannon is co-founder and past 
president of The Bridge to Recovery. 

Healing for Emotional Pain
By Paul Cannon

Southern Union Feature

Marvin Moore (right), president of The Bridge to 
Recovery, teams with Paul Cannon, co-founder 
and past president of The Bridge to Recovery, to 
man the ministry’s exhibit at the 59th General 
Conference Session in Atlanta, Georgia.



N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 0  •  T I D I N G S        15

Who can predict the power of 
small things? Who can measure the 
impact of a divinely appointed meet-
ing on a young heart, and the amaz-
ing blessings that follow? 

Hunter and Nathan Penn are the 
eight-year-old sons of Robert and 
Esther Penn, Hendersonville, N.C. The 
Penns are monthly supporters of Ad-
ventist Frontiers Missions (AFM) mis-
sionaries in India. Each month when 
Adventist Frontiers magazine arrived 
in the mail, Hunter and Nathan would 
search through it for their missionary 
family. The seeds of mission sup-
port were planted in their hearts and 
began to grow.

In May 2009, Esther and the boys 
attended the Carolina Camp Meeting. 
Greg and Molly Timmins, AFM mis-
sionaries to Southeast Asia, also hap-
pened to be there. Nathan and Hunter 
were delighted to meet the Timmins 
children, Hannah 
and Caleb, at the 
children’s programs. 
Greg and Molly told 
mission stories to the 
children by day, and 
described mission 
challenges to the 
adults by night. The 
Timminses’ stories 
greatly impressed 
the boys, and Hunter 
decided to collect 
money for their mis-
sion project. Nathan 
was his first contribu-
tor — four dollars. 
During the next 
week or so, Hunter 
gathered $45 for the 
Timminses’ work. 

Esther and the 
boys drove north to 
attend the Michigan 

Camp Meeting, planning to drop 
the donation off at AFM’s head-
quarters in Berrien Springs. Imag-
ine their joy when they bumped 
into the Timmins family again at 
Michigan Camp Meeting! Hunter 
was able to present his offering to 
Molly in person. 

When Hunter and Nathan 
opened the October 2009 issue of 
Adventist Frontiers, they turned to 
Greg Timmins’ article and read, 
“We were blessed to meet a young 
boy with a similar passion for mis-
sions who decided to visit several 
members of his church to raise funds 
for our project. The Lord blessed his 
efforts, enabling him to raise $45. We 
wish you could have seen his beam-
ing face as he handed over his sacred 
trust to Molly.”

“Mom!” Hunter called, “I want to 
raise $1,000 for the Timmins family!” 

Hunter has some 
speech and muscular 
challenges and sees 
a therapist regularly. 
On his next visit, he 
told his therapist of 
his dream to raise 
$1,000. She was 
impressed with his 
commitment and 
decided to help make 
it happen. Hunter’s 
therapy consists of 
eight daily stretching 
exercises. They are 
painful, and it’s hard 
for him to do them 
faithfully. His thera-
pist made an exercise 
chart on which he 
would get a star for 
each exercise he 
did. She suggested 
he send out letters 

inviting family, neighbors, friends, and 
church members to sponsor him for 
every star he earned in three months 
through January 2010. Responses 
flooded in, and Hunter soldiered 
through his exercises. 

The Penn family arrived at the 
AFM office in Berrien Springs on 
March 3, 2010. During AFM’s morn-
ing office worship time, John Kent, 
the Timminses’ field director, placed 
an Internet call to them, and Hunter 
beamed as he told them how much 
he had raised for their mission — 
$2,751.89! Greg and Molly were ut-
terly amazed.

And that wasn’t all. That morning, 
Hunter received another $100 dona-
tion. Also, an anonymous donor who 
had heard his story, pledged to top 
off his total to an even $3,000. 

Just as important as the fundrais-
ing was the answer Hunter gave on a 
school worksheet: “When I grow up, 
I want to be an AFM missionary.” It 
has been said, “Giant oaks from little 
acorns grow,” and his story proves it 
to be true.

Please follow Hunter’s example. 
Consider what you can do today to 
bless the ministry of missionaries to 
the unreached. Call AFM at 1-800-937-
4236 or give online at www.afmonon-
line.org.

Carolina Feature

By Marilyn J. Bauer

Hunter (left) and Nathan Penn 

Hunter Penn solicited funds for 
Adventist Frontiers Missions, and 
presented a check for $2,751.89 to 
Bruce Wickwire, AFM’s CFO.

Little Acorns 

Grow
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Florida Feature

“If we don’t try shock treatments, 
I fear that your husband will soon be 
institutionalized with the criminally 
insane,” the doctor told Carol Arnold. 
Deeply depressed for 10 months, 
David Arnold was admitted to the 
National Naval Medical Center in 
Bethesda, Maryland, September 1958.

Three months into David’s stay, 
a literature evangelist knocked at 
the home of Carol’s parents. Carol’s 
brother purchased two volumes of 
the Bible Story and told the colpor-
teur about David.

Immediately, the literature 
evangelist sent David’s name to the 
Voice of Prophecy for special prayer. 
Then, he told his pastor in Baltimore, 
Maryland, who visited Carol and the 
family, and then went to see David, 
leaving copies of Steps to Christ and 
Desire of Ages at his bedside. 

Following 23 electric shock treat-
ments, David woke up with a clear 
mind, saw the books that were left 
for him, and began reading. Little 
did he know how powerfully those 
books would impact his life. “I ac-
cepted God’s forgiveness and the fact 
that I could get well,” says David. “I 
knew that God would make of me 
what He wanted me to be.”

When David was released from 
the hospital, a Bible worker studied 
with him and gave him a copy of Col-
porteur Ministry by Ellen G. White. 
“Sharing the Gospel with others inter-
ested me,” he said. “However, I had 
two drawbacks, drinking and smok-
ing, which kept me from joining the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church.”

In 1965, David and Carol at-
tended a Billy Graham campaign 
where the Holy Spirit touched their 
hearts, and they decided to commit 
their lives to Christ as their Lord and 
Savior. By this time, David had given 
up drinking, but still struggled with 
smoking. That’s when an Adventist 
pastor in Colorado prayed for the 
Lord to take the desire away.

“I got up from that prayer and 
have not smoked since,” says David. 
Shortly thereafter, he and Carol were 
baptized at the Arvada Seventh-day 
Adventist Church near Denver.

David clearly remembers the mo-
ment he felt called to be a colporteur 
as he listened to a sermon based on 
the theme, “Here I am, send me.” A 
turning point came when David was 
fired from his job on New Year’s Day, 
1966, because his beliefs as an Ad-
ventist prevented him from working 

on the Sabbath. Nine days later, he 
was hired by Colorado Conference as 
a full-time literature evangelist.

“Our faith was tested as income 
was slim for the first six months,” 
says David. “However, Revelation 
17:14 reminded us that with Jesus 
we are ‘called, chosen, and faithful 
followers,’ so God provided for our 
needs.” In 1968, the Arnold family 
moved to Florida, and David started 
working for the Florida Conference.

Even during the testing times, 
David never wished that God would 
have given him another calling.  
“Every morning, as I read my Bible, 
the Sabbath School lesson, and Ellen 
G. White’s Conflict of the Ages series, 
I would pray for the Lord to lead me, 
and break down barriers that Satan 
would put up against me,” he says.

David’s faithful wife, Carol, loved 
and supported him through all 53 
years of their marriage before she 
passed away. “She was behind me 
100 percent,” he says. Retiring in 
2003, he continues to work part time 
while adding to 44 incredible years of 
leading people to Christ.

David says, “Under the Holy Spir-
it’s influence, I let the books do their 
work just as they worked on me.”

Considering a career in  
literature evangelism?
David Arnold’s advice is simple:  
“If you feel in your heart and are 
convinced in your mind that you 
are called for this work, and are 
not going into it for the money 
but to save souls, then do it!”

BY GABRIELLA PASOS
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Meet Daniel and 
Kristina McFeeters. In 
March 2009, this newly 
married couple asked 
God to send them to 
a mission field in the 
United States, and He 
led them to McCreary 
County, a rural Ap-
palachian community 
in eastern Kentucky 
— the second poorest 
county in the state.  

The McFeeters 
own a computer business called 
FiForms Solutions, where they do 
custom software development and 
network engineering on a contract 
basis. It’s a busy job that requires long 
hours, but they have made a com-
mitment to connect with clients who 
need Christ, to devote at least one day 
a month to some type of outreach 
ministry, and to make “one extra stop” 
while running errands in town in or-
der to exercise friendship evangelism.  

After praying and doing “cultural 
research,” the McFeeters felt impressed 
that the best way to serve their com-
munity was through health ministry. 
Neither of them is a health profession-
al, but Kristina enjoys cooking, and 
they both have an interest in healthy 
lifestyle, so they contacted the local 
health department and asked if there 
were any classes being offered on 
the use of fruits and vegetables. The 
health officials replied, “We’ve tried, 
but people just won’t buy into the 
idea. If you want to try, we will sup-
port you and tell our patients about 
your classes.” The local health coali-
tion, Get Healthy McCreary County, 

also offered the 
use of their name 
and logo to adver-
tise the classes.  

The monthly 
health classes 
(called Healthy 
Living Seminars), 
kicked off in Oc-
tober, 2009, with 
12 participants 
and soon grew 
to 25 — most of 
whom came from 

the “one extra stop” that Daniel and 
Kristina had been making. Each class 
features one fruit or vegetable with a 
meal, recipes, and health talk focused 
on that fruit or vegetable.  

During the next few months, as 
word of the cooking classes spread, 
amazing things began to happen. In 
January, a health food store in Somer-
set contacted the McFeeters and asked 
if they would be willing to give the 
same class for them.  

Around the same time, the health 
educator from the health department 
asked Daniel and Kristina to help 
with an eight-week weight-loss class, 
making food and doing a cooking 
demonstration.  Then the diabetes 
nurse asked if they would be willing 
to take over an occasional diabetes 
class because she liked what they 
were sharing. 

In March, the McFeeters were 
asked by local health organizations to 
operate health booths at three differ-
ent fairs. Through these combined 
events, they, along with other church 
members, were able to pass out more 
than 1,500 pieces of literature and do 

over 100 health-age tests.  
As summer came, God continued 

to open doors. Get Healthy McCreary 
County put the McFeeters in contact 
with the local community college, 
who asked them to put together a 
week-long program for a Kids Cook-
ing Kollege.  The college gave them 
permission to teach the eight laws of 
health and use all plant-based recipes. 
Twenty-three children showed up for 
the five-day extravaganza of recipes, 
cooking, crafts, and activities. They 
devoured the vegetables, much to the 
surprise of the helpers from the com-
munity, and begged to have the same 
class again next year. A local county 
newspaper ran a story about the kids’ 
class along with photos.

What started as a young couple’s 
willingness to devote one day a month 
to outreach ministry has escalated into 
multiple ministry opportunities and 
hundreds of touched lives. The story is 
just beginning to unfold because God 
keeps opening up more doors.

To learn more about this ministry, 
go to www.discoveringhistreasures.
com.

Kentucky-Tennessee Feature

A Mission Field in Eastern Kentucky
BY David Hartman

Kristina  and Daniel McFeeters

Kristina demonstrates one of her recipes.

Grade school children enjoyed the Kids 
Cooking Kollege.
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Progress. In health care, we mea-
sure progress by the advancement of 
medical technology or cutting-edge 
research that is continually improving. 
As a Christ-centered health care pro-
vider, Adventist Health System has the 
privilege of measuring our progress in 
another way — for the glory of God. 

On September 1, 2010, Adventist 
Health System grew to include five 
more hospitals. University Community 
Hospital, University Community Hospi-
tal-Carrollwood, Long Term Acute Care 
Hospital, Pepin Heart Hospital & Dr. 
Kiran C. Patel Research Institute, and 
Helen Ellis Memorial Hospital joined 
our family of 44 campuses located 
across the United States. 

“We are excited about this latest 
development and the pooling of re-
sources and talents,” says John Hard-
ing, president and CEO of Adventist 
Health System’s Tampa Bay Region. 
“But most of all, we are excited by the 
opportunity to join with other Seventh-
day Adventists in the area and share 
the Seventh-day Adventist health mes-
sage in Florida’s Tampa Bay area.”  

Whenever Adventist Health System 
is blessed with the privilege of bring-
ing new members into the family, we 
have the unique opportunity to affirm 
our Christ-centered culture, and recom-
mit ourselves to a mission of extending 
His healing ministry. A Seventh-day 
Adventist hospital is a place of hope 
and healing. While each hospital is as 
unique as the community it serves, it 

is our hope and intent that they share 
a unifying quality — Christ-centered 
patient care. By defining our model of 
care by our mission — “Extending the 
Healing Ministry of Christ” — our work 
is not merely our responsibility, it is 
our sacred privilege.

Adventist Health System physi-
cians, nurses, and staff are committed 
to whole-person care — body, mind, 
and spirit. 

“Caregivers not only provide 
excellent care, but also emotional and 
spiritual support for patients and their 
families” says Don Jernigan, president 
and CEO of Adventist Health System. 
“Caregivers, as well as those being 
cared for, find an atmosphere where 
prayer is encouraged and is an impor-
tant part of the healing process.”

We believe that in order to live 
a well-balanced lifestyle, spiritual 
nourishment needs to penetrate into 
all aspects of our daily lives — includ-
ing work. Caregivers form meaningful 
relationships with their patients and 
their families. In turn, they experience 
intense joy, as well as moments of sor-
row; frustrations, as well as fulfillment. 
We want to create an atmosphere that 
nurtures the spiritual needs of our 
patients and medical staff. 

This is a change for our newest 
hospitals in the Tampa area, and it is 
natural for employees to have ques-
tions as they journey through a transi-
tion. Peter Bath, D.Min., has joined 
Adventist Health System’s Tampa Bay 
Region as vice president of mission, 

and will play a central role in working 
with hospital staff to address questions 
and possible concerns. 

“The questions of change abound 
as the wonderful people of the Uni-
versity Community hospitals seek to 
understand and embrace the very clear 
mission and operating culture of Ad-
ventist Health System,” says Bath. “Un-
derneath it all is a sense of hope and 
help as we move forward in ministry 
to the large Tampa area population.”

Progress in any setting will always 
be defined by an organization’s mo-
tive for growth. As Adventist Health 
System joins the Seventh-day Adventist 
community in the Tampa Bay area, 
our prayer is that the Adventist health 
message will reach even more people, 
and that Christ’s healing presence is 
felt throughout this community. That’s 
how we measure progress. 

Julie Zaiback is corporate commu-
nications specialist at Adventist Health 
System.

By Julie Zaiback

Adventist Health Feature

A New Perspective on Progress
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Adventist Health System

Breast Care Navigation Enhances Patient Care
Florida Hospital Fish 

Memorial, Orange City, 
Fla., and Florida Hospital 
Memorial Medical Center, 
Daytona Beach, Fla., are 
offering something new to 
help breast cancer patients 
navigate the entire treatment 
process. It’s called Breast 
Care Navigation, and while 
it is newly implemented at 
Florida Hospital Fish Memo-
rial and Florida Hospital 
Memorial Medical Center, it 
will soon be available to all 
six Florida Hospital campus-
es in the Volusia and Flagler 
counties.

“Without Breast Care 
Navigation, services can be 
fragmented and patients 
go, not only from facil-
ity to facility, but doctor to 
doctor,” said Sara Sprague, 
R.N., Ed.D., administrative 

director for Florida Hospi-
tal’s Volusia/Flagler Cancer 
Collaborative. “So now we 
have a service where we can 
streamline everything, and 
every patient gets their own 
personal care navigator.”

The goal of breast 
care navigators is to guide 
patients and families through 
the complexities of cancer 
treatment. These trained on-
cology and breast care certi-
fied nurses serve as health 
advisors and advocates. 

“Cancer — just that 
word is very, very scary,” 
said Tracy Fosnow, R.N., 
Florida Hospital Fish Memo-
rial breast care navigator. 
“As a navigator, I’m here to 
make it a little bit easier for 
the patient, in scheduling 
appointments with physi-
cians and diagnostic tests. I 

serve as 
a point 
person 
and, as the 
name says, 
navigate 
the patient 
through 
the pro-
cess, mak-
ing it just 
a little bit 
easier for 
them.” 

Not only do the breast 
care navigators provide 
logistical support for breast 
cancer patients, they also 
provide vital emotional 
support. 

“When I meet with a 
patient, the first thing we 
usually do is hug or cry with 
each other,” said Charlene 
Brady, R.N., Florida Hos-

pital Memorial Medical 
Center certified breast care 
navigator and breast cancer 
survivor. “A diagnosis of 
breast cancer is overwhelm-
ing, not only for the patient, 
but the family also. My focus 
is always on the patient and 
their family, helping them 
through the treatment pro-
cess and into survivorship.”

—BY LINDSAY REW

Nurse navigators serve as an advocate, health 
advisor, and friend. 

Pink Gloves Promote Breast Cancer Awareness
In conjunction with 

national “Pink Glove Day” 
on September 17, 2010, 
Takoma Regional Hospital, 
Greenville, Tenn., operat-
ing room and imaging staff 
donned pink gloves to 
demonstrate their commit-
ment to increasing breast 
cancer awareness. 

By purchasing Med-
line’s “Generation Pink” 
gloves, a portion of the 
proceeds is donated to 
the National Breast Cancer 
Foundation to fund free 
mammograms for women 
who can’t afford them.

“I have friends who 
are breast cancer survivors, 
and, as director of surgery, 
I see plenty of patients bat-

tling breast 
cancer,” said 
Robin Rob-
erts, director 
of surgery 
at Takoma 
Regional 
Hospital. 
“Our imag-
ing depart-
ment works 
with them, as 
well. We just 
wanted them 
to know that 
we support 
them in their 
fight.” 

In addi-
tion, several 
Takoma as-
sociates wore 

pink “Takoma Fights for 
A Cure” T-shirts to work 
today.

All of the special 
events tie into a national 
campaign to promote 
breast cancer awareness.

“We’re excited to 
participate in this national 
event,” said Gwyn South-
erland, Takoma’s American 
Cancer Society (ACS) team 
captain. “Our team raises 
money for the American 
Cancer Society all year 
long. And, being a breast 
cancer survivor for 14 
years, it’s a passion for me 
to promote the ACS be-
cause I know what impor-
tant work they do.” 

—BY TINA CHUDINA
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Southern Union News

After 
more than 40 
years of faith-
ful service, 
Conrad L. Gill, 
Ed.D., has 
moved into 
a new phase 
of his career 
— retirement. 
He began his 
ministry in the 
South Atlantic 
Conference as 
a teacher at 
Berean Junior 
Academy 
(BJA), Atlanta, 
Ga., and has 
served as pas-
tor and educa-
tor in various 
locations in 
the North 
American Di-
vision.  

During his tenure at 
BJA, Gill decided to attend 
the seminary at Andrews 
University, Berrien Springs, 
Mich., where he accepted 
a call to be the Bible 
teacher at Andrews Acad-
emy, and later became the 
Bible methods instructor 
at Andrews University. He 
also served as associate 
pastor of Pioneer Memorial 
Church on Andrews’ cam-
pus, University chaplain, 
and guest lecturer in the 
religion department and 
the seminary.

After leaving Andrews, 
he served as the youth di-
rector for the Lake Region 
Conference, Chicago, Ill., 
and in 1985 he became the 
headmaster of Pine Forge 
Academy, Pine Forge, Pa. 
He then returned to South 

Atlantic in August 1989 
as principal of Greater 
Atlanta Adventist Academy 
and Berean Elementary 
School. In August 1991, 
he became the superinten-
dent of schools for South 
Atlantic. In January 1998, 
he became the associate 
director of education for 
the Southern Union, and 
in September 2002, he 
was appointed the direc-
tor of education, where 
he served until his recent 
retirement. As director, Gill 
became the architect of the 
Adventist EDGE Compre-
hensive School Improve-
ment Initiative which has 
been implemented in the 
Southern Union. 

Gill has been married 
to his wife, Mildred Willis 
Gill, for 48 years. They 
have three adult children 

and six grandchildren. 
In early June 2010, 

Debra Fryson was elect-
ed the new director of 
education for the Southern 
Union. She has worked for 
the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church for more than 30 
years. During that time, 
she has taught students 
from kindergarten through 
college, and has served as 
a library media specialist at 
the elementary, academy, 
and college levels. Fryson 
has served in a variety 
of administrative roles, 
including vice principal, 
principal, and associ-
ate superintendent. She 
has worked at Oakwood 
College (now Oakwood 
University), and in the 
Allegheny West, North-
eastern, South Atlantic, 
and South Central confer-

ences. She has 
also served 
as associate 
director of 
education for 
the Southern 
Union and the 
North Ameri-
can Division.  

A product 
of Adventist 
education, 
Fryson at-
tended Shiloh 
Seventh-day 
Adventist 
Elementary 
School, Cin-
cinnati, Ohio; 
Pine Forge 
Academy, 
Pine Forge, 
Pa.; Oakwood 
University, 
Huntsville, 
Ala.; and An-

drews University, Berrien 
Springs, Mich. She holds a 
master of science degree 
in library media, and a 
master of arts degree with 
an emphasis in curriculum 
and instruction. Her pas-
sion is for excellence in 
teaching, and she believes 
that the greatest goal of 
Adventist education is to 
prepare students “for the 
joy of service in this world 
and for the higher joy of 
wider service in the world 
to come.”  Education, p. 13.

New Director of Education Announced

Conrad L. Gill, Ed.D. Debra Fryson
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Calculate 
the number of 
books sold in 
the Southern 
Union publish-
ing ministry 
between 1988 
and 2010 by 
literature evan-
gelists, and you 
would arrive at 
a figure in the 
millions. Cou-
ple this with 
the number 
of baptisms, 
home visits, 
and prayer ses-
sions offered 
on behalf of 
casual encoun-
ters, and you 
would get an 
idea of Bill 
Beckworth’s 
impact as 
director of publishing. He is 
honored to have canvassed 
for God’s Word for 41 years 
in a team ministry with his 
wife, Connie, of almost 43 
years.  

The literature evangelist 
ministry has taken Bill and 
Connie to such varied places 
as the Caribbean islands, 
Russia, Africa, and Austra-
lia.  His responsibilities have 
included assistant publish-
ing director of the Kansas 
and Missouri conferences, 
and publishing director in 
Wyoming, Colorado, and 
Florida conferences.  He 
also worked for six years 
as publishing director in 
the Trans-Africa Division’s 
Southern Union.

During his tenure with 
the North American Divi-
sion Southern Union, $81.6 

million in books have been 
sold. Millions of books 
and literature distributions 
have been spread to share 
the Good News of Christ, 
baptisms have numbered 
in the thousands, count-
less prayers have been 
offered and answered, and 
hundreds of thousands of 
individuals have been turned 
around and introduced to a 
real God.    

Beckworth retired ear-
lier this year from the South-
ern Union position.  He 
plans to continue canvassing 
homes, sharing “truth-filled” 
literature that provides hope, 
health messages, and en-
couragement. 

The Southern Union 
Executive Committee 
elected William S. Smith as 
the new publishing direc-
tor on September 16, 2010. 

Smith served as the associ-
ate publishing director since 
2006. He is a graduate of 
Oakwood University and 
has worked in the publish-
ing ministry since 1978. 
Before attending Oakwood, 
he worked as a literature 
evangelist (LE) in the Lake 
Region Conference, Chi-
cago, Ill. While a student at 
Oakwood, he worked as a 
student LE and student LE 
leader under the leadership 
of Sandy Robinson. Out of 
college, he worked as an 
associate publishing director 
in the South Central Confer-
ence covering the state of 
Alabama.

From Alabama, he was 
appointed the publishing 
director for South Cen-
tral where he served for 
nine years. Being a strong 
supporter of Adventist 

education, he 
accepted the 
call to serve as 
the publishing 
director of the 
Literature Evan-
gelist Training 
Center at Oak-
wood Univer-
sity, where 
thousands of 
students re-
ceived scholar-
ships selling 
truth-filled 
books. He was 
called to serve 
as the chaplain 
of Oakwood in 
2005, and after 
serving there 
for one year, 
he accepted 
the invitation to 
serve as the as-
sociate publish-

ing director for the Southern 
Union Conference. 

Smith has a burden 
to reach the masses with 
the special Christ-centered, 
end-time message, and is 
anxious to find ways to en-
gage many more members 
in literature ministry. 

Smith is married to the 
former Joyce Wilborn of 
Memphis, Tenn. She serves 
as the interim enrollment 
director for Oakwood 
University, and has enjoyed 
recruiting students for Oak-
wood since 1997. They have 
two adult children, Kellie 
Smith, who is a dentist in 
the North Carolina area, and 
William II, who is a graduate 
student at Bowling Green 
State University, majoring in 
history.

New Publishing Director Elected

Bill Beckworth William Smith
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Community Health Expo in Raleigh a Sell-Out

 “It’s easier to find a 
Snickers bar, a Big Mac, or 
a Coke than it is to find an 
apple,” says John Robbins.  
Studies show 
that a good 
diet is the 
most powerful 
weapon we 
have against 
disease and 
sickness.

And Antoi-
nette Martin, 
the Raleigh, 
N.C., Church 
health ministries director, 
answered the call to get 
that word out. Dr. Colin 
Campbell, world-renowned 
researcher for The China 
Study, answered her invita-
tion and came to Raleigh 
Church on two separate 
weekends.

The first event was 
a free film screening 
of “Forks Over Knives” 
on September 19, 2010. 
Campbell, pictured above, 

had a question and answer 
period after the film. The 
kernel of the movie (com-
ing to theaters on March 

11, 2011) was 
that most, if not 
all, of the degen-
erative diseases 
that afflict us can 
be controlled, or 
even reversed, 
by adopting a 
plant-based diet 
and eliminating 
processed foods.

People came 
en masse to hear the “right 
arm” of the Three Angels’ 
Message. More than 500 
pre-registered, forcing them 
to close registration due to 
space. They had a waiting 
list. Most were not Adven-
tists, coming from around 
45 cities as far as 250 miles 
away.

The next event was a 
health expo on October 
3.  Campbell delivered the 
keynote address, “Why 

Nutrition Should Be Part of 
Mainstream Medicine.”  Re-
search shows a direct link 
between dietary animal-
based protein and cancer. 
Cancer could be turned 
on or off, contingent on 
the amount of animal-
based protein consumed. 
Consuming a plant-based, 
whole foods (less total 
protein and fat, no ani-
mal protein) diet leads to 
less chronic degenerative 
diseases.

The health expo had 
about 35 natural health ex-
hibitors (most not Adven-
tist) spread throughout the 
Raleigh Church community 
center. There were free 
health screenings for blood 
pressure and glaucoma, as 
well as fitness assessments 
— including body fat 
analysis and cardiovascu-
lar testing for adults. Local 
professional chefs from 
Whole Foods Market had 
plant-based cooking demos 

and food sampling.
One thousand 

free copies of Vibrant 
Life on becoming a 
vegetarian were given 
out. There were also 
numerous drawings for 
door prizes.

Hippocrates, the 
father of modern 
medicine, had it right 
more than 2,500 years 
ago: “Let food be thy 
medicine and medicine 
be thy food.”  Yet what 
is really worth noting 
is when God lovingly 
told Adam and Eve 
what to eat in their 
beautiful new world.

“I left the event,” 
notes attendee Ken 

Ford, “with this over-
whelming reality surround-
ing me:  “I just watched 
the eternal God chatting 
about authentic health with 
His children through His 
children!”  

—BY KEN FORD
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“Sisters Sharing God’s 
Glorious Grace:” This was 
the theme of the 2010 Car-
olina Women’s Retreat at 
Nosoca Pines Ranch, Sep-
tember 24-26, 2010. A total 
of 260 women from around 
the Conference convened 
at the picturesque camp for 
a weekend of sisterhood 
and spiritual refreshment.

Rhonda Davis, chap-
lain at Florida Hospital in 
Orlando, was the featured 
speaker. “Highly motivating 
... empowering ... inspiring 

and positive,” were words 
used to describe her pre-
sentations. She illustrated 
her topic, “No Ministry 
Without Mess,” by telling a 
story about her son. As a 
small child he had declared 
his intention to help her 
do the dishes. So she got 
out the stool, covered the 
floor with plastic and rags 
to catch the sopping water, 
and set him to the task. 

Later, as she was clean-
ing up the huge mess he 
made and doing the dishes 

anyway, her resentful at-
titude was interrupted by a 
thought from God. “This is 
like your ministry.”

She realized that, like 
her son’s attempt to help, 
she was doing her best 
to minister to people and 
sometimes totally botch-
ing it. But the idea was 
that she was trying, and 
each time God was coming 
along behind to clean ev-
erything up and makes it a 
blessing. The women were 
thoroughly inspired by this 

encouraging message.
Not only was the 

weekend inspiring, but it 
was also a time of healing. 
Chris Bradford of the Gas-
tonia, N.C., Church facilitat-
ed a break-out session on 
“End It Now,” a campaign 
against violence toward 
women. The women who 
attended felt empowered to 
do something now, either 
about their own abusive 
situation, or to help others 
dealing with abuse.

When speaking about 
the women’s retreat, one 
attendee shared that it had 
changed her life. A visitor 
from another denomination 
stated, “If I had known this 
was the way Seventh-day 
Adventists worshipped, I 
would have attended their 
church long ago.” This is 
the kind of thing that hap-
pens when you have “Sis-
ters Sharing God’s Glorious 
Grace.”

—BY BECKY CARPENTER

Sisters Share God’s Glorious Grace

GPS is beginning its 
second year at the Fletch-
er, N.C., Church. 

GPS? Yes! But in this 
case, it is not the gadget 
you use in your vehicle 
to guide your route. GPS 
stands for “Guiding Peo-
ple to Salvation,” and is a 
Wednesday night program 
offering a variety of activi-

ties and classes meeting 
the needs of both church 
and community.

To kick off this year’s 
activities, the church foyer 
was transformed into a 
mini-convention center 
with booths displaying the 
different ministries of the 
church, and the particular 
programs being offered 

for the fall season. Some 
are ongoing, some are 
new, but all invite 
participation, and en-
courage growth and 
friendship. 

The classes and 
seminars change and 
vary throughout the 
year. It’s a wonderful 
way to lift Jesus up 

and love people in! 
—BY PAT MOORE
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Fletcher Church Uses GPS to Show the Way
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Graduate Represents Christ on University Campus

Apopka Mission Team Serves in Costa Rica

With Philippians 4:13 
written on his cap, Elias 
Alexander Rivera graduated 
at the top of his class this 
past May with a bachelor 
of civil engineering from 
University of Florida in 
Gainesville. More important 
to Rivera than 4.0 GPA aca-
demic honors is to follow 
God’s plans and pursue a 
life that is a testimony of 
persistency, dedication, and 
success.

Born in Guayaquil, 
Ecuador, Rivera came to 
America with his parents, 
Byron and Ximena Rivera, 
when he was four years 
old. He attended Adven-
tist elementary schools, 
graduated from Forest Lake 
Academy, Apopka, Fla., 
and enrolled for two years 
in pre-engineering classes 

at Southern Adventist Uni-
versity, Collegedale, Tenn.

Afterward, Elias dedi-
cated another school year 
to serving God as a student 
missionary on the island 

of Palau, Micronesia, as a 
sixth-grade teacher. This 
life-changing experience in 
2006-2007 has him look-
ing forward to Heaven and 
meeting Jesus, and all of 

his students from Palau. Ri-
vera’s Christian service also 
includes active member-
ship at Gainesville Spanish 
Church where his father 
is pastor. Amidst his high 
achievements, he remains 
humble and always gives 
credit to God.

As a result of his suc-
cess at the University of 
Florida, Rivera was awarded 
a full scholarship toward 
pursuing a master of civil 
engineering from Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and 
State University in Blacks-
burg, Va. He will began 
classes this fall on campus, 
where he desires to live 
among students, faculty, 
and staff as a worthy exam-
ple to Jesus Christ, the Solid 
Rock on which he stands.

—by Marc Boursiquot

The summer of 2010 saw the Rivera family rejoicing as Elias (in 
cap and gown) graduated at the top of his engineering class from 
the University of Florida, and Byron, his father (left), received 
a doctor of ministry (D.Min.) from Andrews University, Berrien 
Springs, Mich. Supporting Elias and Byron in their achievements 
were Elias’ mother, Ximena, and brother, Byron Ariel Jr.
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Building relationships 
is the basis of an ongo-
ing mission outreach in 
Costa Rica by Apopka, Fla., 
Church members. They 
recently completed a sixth 
visit to the Pacific Coast 
community of Villa Real 
near Tamarindo. Through 
free dental care, Vacation 
Bible Schools, and home 
improvement projects, 
they are building friend-
ships and nurturing a new 
church family.

Until a couple of years 
ago, Adventists living in this 
area either did not attend 
church or traveled by bus to 
Santa Cruz, returning home 
hot and tired at the end of 
the Sabbath. To avoid the 

long bus ride and all-day 
trip, they began meeting at 
a member’s home in Villa 
Real. The group has grown 
from three members to 

more than 30. Thanks to the 
Apopka Church members, 
they now have a temporary 
shelter in which to meet, 
and a full-time Bible worker 

dedicated to this area.
When the Apopka 

members began traveling to 
Villa Real six years ago, the 
outreach consisted primari-
ly of painting schools and a 
government medical clinic. 
Later, they began providing 
personal assistance to some 
of the church members by 
making home improve-
ments. The mission effort 
has expanded in the past 
three years with a free 
dental clinic by Longwood 
dentist Dan Quevedo, 
D.D.S., and members of his 
staff. The goal is to eventu-
ally build a church in Villa 
Real.

—by Jane Allen Quevedo

Dan Quevedo, D.D.S. (left), has cared for 150 patients in Villa 
Real, Costa Rica. Also pictured are Melissa Quevedo and Gail 
Shelton.
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Eliathah Church Celebrates Early Loan Payoff
Eliathah Church mem-

bers in southeast Florida 
are rejoicing today over the 
completion of a recent excit-
ing journey that began in 
2002 under the leadership of 
Lenworth McLean, pastor.

At that time, the church 
acquired property to the 
south of its main facility — a 
purchase which increased 
the mortgage from $400,000 
to $1.1 million.

“This was visionary to 
say the least,” says current 
pastor John Mills, “because 
it presented enormous pos-
sibilities for ministry in the 
city of Tamarac.”

When Mills was called 
to pastor Eliathah in October 
2005, the mortgage stood 
at $960,000, and the church 
held $250,000 in savings. By 
2008, savings had increased 
to $400,000, when the con-
gregation was challenged to 
aggressively pay down the 
mortgage. This was done as 
part of a three-dimensional 
goal:

1.	 Eliminate the  
current mortgage.

2.	 Raise $1.5 million.
3.	 Build a new, state-

of-the-art facility on 
the property that was 
acquired in 2002.

Every three months, 
the church made a lump 
sum payment between 
$20,000 and $40,000. This 
was in addition to their 
regular monthly payment 

of $10,162, while also 
staying current with their 
Conference remittances. 
The final payment was 
made April 2010 — seven 
years before the scheduled 
payoff date. The highly 
anticipated mortgage burn-
ing celebration service was 
held August 28, 2010.

Recognizing the con-
gregation’s sacrifice and 
faithfulness, Mills listed the 
lessons learned:

1.	 God is faithful.
2.	 With God, the word 

“impossible” does  
not exist.

3.	 People respond very 
well to vision when 
it is clear, crisp, and 
concise.

4.	 There is power in a 
praying church.

Today, the members 
rejoice: “Praise the Lord, 
great things He hath done.”

Eliathah members gathered at their debt-free church as the words of John Mills, pastor, echoed in 
their minds: “Eliathah, you have done well! Praise the Lord for your sacrifice and faithfulness.”
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Students Win
Colorado Golf
Tournament

The Forest Lake Academy 
golf team in Apopka, Fla., was 
invited to participate in the Colo-
rado Christian Cup, September 
12, 2010, in Westminster, Colo. 
Four team members won the 
tournament by shooting 60 in 
the best ball event. Combining 
for the top score were Griffin 
Prusia (left), Jeffrey Brownlow, 
Matt Green, and Judson Prusia.

—BY Alison Prusia Al
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 Nutrition-
ist Ethel Kaufman, 
a member of the 
Cherokee Church, 
Woodstock, Ga., sim-
ply calls her ministry, 
“Vegetarian Cooking 
Classes.” Her ministry 
is a joy — something 
she’s been doing for 
two years. However, 
she adds, with an air 
of astonishment, “I’m 
surprised that the 
classes are still grow-
ing after two years.” 
Even more, she adds, 
“If you had told me seven 
years ago that I’d be joining 
the Adventist Church and 
teaching vegetarian cook-
ing classes, I would have 
laughed at you.”  Kaufman 
notes that she never ex-
pected to be an Adventist 
because, “I thought I’d never 
measure up.”

She notes, “Serious 
marriage problems with 

my husband, Scott, led me 
to decide to start attending 
church.” Her mother, who 
had become an Adventist, 
like others in her family, 
died. Thinking that it might 
bond her to her deceased 
mother, Kaufman, with a 
Catholic background, says, 
“I thought I’d start going to 
the Adventist church, then try 
Baptist, and others to reach 
out to God. I told Scott about 

my plan and he said, 
‘I’ll go with you.’ We 
started with the Ad-
ventists, joined small 
group Bible studies, 
which brought Scott 
and I closer together, 
and never left. Our 
marriage healed.” The 
Kaufmans were bap-
tized in May 2004.

Kaufman explains 
that the classes she 
teaches are held at the 
Cherokee Church one 
evening each month 
for one hour: “Us-

ing the book More Choices, 
Eat Well, Live Well, I teach a 
short nutrition lesson. Then 
tie that in with something 
biblical, including Ellen 
White’s book Health and 
Happiness (updated version 
of Ministry of Healing), and 
I usually demonstrate two 
new foods at each class, with 
samples.” She also distributes 
copies of Amazing Health: 

Nutritionist Discovers Health Ministry

Fourteen enthusi-
astic 5th- and 6th-grade 
students lined up on the 
platform of the Dalton, 
Ga., Church to lead out 
in praise singing Sab-
bath morning, September 
18, 2010. Vicky Laurit-
zen, principal, was at the 
piano. Every year, students 
at Learning Tree Elemen-
tary School have an op-
portunity to plan and lead 
a worship service.  

After the praise sing-
ing, students led the con-
gregation in the rousing 
opening hymn, “We Have 
This Hope!”  Vivian Raitz 

was at the organ. The class 
chose the Second Coming 
of Christ as their theme for 
the service.  

Philip Soldevilla of-
fered the opening prayer, 
followed by Jonathon Bray 
calling for the tithes and 
offerings. Music teacher 
Jordan McKee sang the 
offertory music, “If You 
Search With All Your 
Heart.”  Colton Chancey 
introduced the children’s 
story drama, depicting 
the difficult and amazing 
life of blind/deaf Helen 
Keller. Keller’s experience 
of coming out of a world 

of dark-
ness into 
a world of 
hope was 
compared 
to Christ 
coming to 
this world 
of sin, 
bringing 
hope into 
lives.  

Ed-
ward Lugo led in the 
kneeling prayer.  For 
special music, the school 
choir (grades 5-8) sang 
a variation of “When He 
Cometh.”  Elizabeth Haw-

thorne read Revelation 
22:20 for scripture reading.

The closing song was 
“We Know Not the Hour.”

—BY vivian raitz

Dalton Fifth, Sixth Graders Lead Worship Hour

Enthusiastic 5th and 6th grade students led out 
in the worship service September 18, 2010, in the 
Dalton, Ga., Church.

Ethel Kaufman enjoys teaching vegetarian cook-
ing classes at the Cherokee Church in Wood-
stock, Ga.
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8 Bible Secrets magazine. 
She charges a modest $3 per 
class. The attendance has 
grown from the original 12 to 
32 by both personal invita-
tion and press releases, run 
in two area news journals; no 
current attendees are church 
members. 

After attending the 
monthly classes for most of 
2010, Janie Gulick, a faux 
finisher, says, “I consider 
the class members as new 
friends, especially Ethel. It’s a 
fun experience.”

Before taking Kaufman’s 
classes, Elisabeth Webb says 
she thought that all protein 
came from animals, “Now I 
make lentil soup.” She’s glad 
that she saw the press release 
in The Ledger.

Kaufman assures, “I had 
no idea that I’d be doing this 
two years later, but I plan on 
continuing the classes for as 
long as the need is there.” 

—BY Betty kossick
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The Knoxville Hispan-
ic district has been greatly 
blessed by the support and 
ministry of the Southern 
Union Conference and the 
North American Division. 
Robert Burneth and Fred 
Rogers have been willing 
to offer financial support 
and logistics for the small 
group ministry qualifica-
tions as a ministry of life 
for the church.

There was a power-
ful training and revival 
missionary week for the 
church, September 5-12, 
2010. Burneth sent Wag-
ner Cilio as the trainer, 
an inspiring man of God, 
with a special gift in the 
motivation and growth 
of churches. During each 
night, the members and 
visitors were made aware 
of the need of a spiritual 
reformation in their lives, 
and in their relationships 

with their fellow beings. 
Furthermore, the small 
groups were confirmed as 
the main ministry of the 
church, and as the way 
of life for the members to 
grow and reach the lost.

The week concluded 
with a retreat for the lead-
ers and associates of the 
small groups directed by 
Cilio and Richard Urda-
neta. On this weekend 
the lives of the leaders 
of the Knoxville Church 
were committed to partake 
courageously as braves 
for Jehovah, for the care, 
development, and mis-
sion of their small groups. 
Twenty-five leaders were 
invested and ordained 
during a solemn ceremony 
where their wives were 
made participants of the 
commitment, presenting 
them with the Badge of 
the Braves of Jehovah.

By the grace of God; 
the support of the local 
ministry; and the efforts 
of emphasis, qualifica-
tion, and training of the 
Knoxville district, 42 lead-
ers of small groups were 
dedicated, and 40 small 
groups established as a 
base of Christian effort. 
In addition, it was made 
possible to equip members 
and leaders of the small 
groups of the churches 
with projectors, videos, 
books, DVD’s of study, 
and instruction handbooks, 
among other things.

The small groups 
are the great alternative 
that the Lord has left to 
His church to stand firm 
against the attacks of the 
enemy of the souls.  

—BY richard  urdaneta

Leaders Dedicated to God

Small group leaders were presented with the symbol of the Badge of the Braves of Jehovah from their 
wives during a retreat for the Knoxville Hispanic district. 

Heiseys Celebrate 
65th Anniverary

Darwin and Della 
Heisey recently celebreat-
ed their 65th wedding 
anniversary.

They were mar-
ried September 8, 1945. 
Darwin taught English for 
24 years at Blue Moun-
tain Academy, and after 
retirement at Laurelbrook 
Academy. Della served in 
secretarial positions, and 
worked for the General 
Conference insurance 
department. They live in 
Dayton Mountain, Tenn.
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Wentlands 
Together 60 Years

Roger and Eloise 
Wentland married on June 
4, 1950. Roger was in 
denominational work for 
22 years at the Southern 
Union HHES and assistant 
manager of the Atlanta, 
Ga., ABC. Eloise was head 
of the Real Estate Indexing 
Department of the Fulton 
County Courthouse for 28 
years.

Their children include 
Renee and Raymond Earle 
and Steve and Debbie 
Wentland. They live in 
Deer Lodge, Tenn.
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April Hobbs, 
a member of 
the Montgomery 
First Church, is 
the new Confer-
ence women’s 
ministries direc-
tor. Hobbs has 
a passion for 
sharing her love 
for Christ, and 
showing others 
how to become more like 
Him. Among other activities 
in her church, she is the di-
rector of women’s ministries 

and Adven-
turers, and 
registrar 
for home-
schoolers. 
She has 
been ac-
tive with 
women’s 
ministries 
in the 
Confer-

ence, both as committee 
member for four years and 
the associate director for 
one year. She also serves as 

the Conference representa-
tive on the North American 
Division executive commit-
tee.

  April and her hus-
band, Norman, have been 
happily married for 16 
years. She enjoys home-
schooling their two chil-
dren, Savannah 13, and 
Nelson, 10. In her free time, 
she loves to read, play the 
piano, draw, and spend 
calm, peaceful time out in 
nature, with “her” backyard 
birds and butterflies. 

In April of 1948 it was 
Ingathering time on campus 
of what is now Washing-
ton Adventist University. 
The slogan was “Participate 
in ’48.”  On the evening 
of the 22nd, they did just 
that.  Stanley Dalton joined 
the singers in the back of a 
pickup truck, and Christine 
Aplin solicited. Between 
blocks she would jump 
on the running board and 
listen to the singers or talk 
to Stan. When the evening 
was over, the fellows in the 
truck drove them the few 

blocks to Christine’s home.  
While Stan was seeing her 
to the door, they drove off 
and left him! What could he 
do but ask her for a date 
and walk back to the college 
alone. They were married by 
the college president, W.H. 
Shepherd, on June 5, 1950, 
at the Takoma Park, Md., 
Church.    

 The North Bay Church 
in Lynn Haven, Fla., cel-
ebrated their 60th anniver-
sary in June with a beautiful 
cake, lots of lovely cards, 
and good wishes. The family 
celebrated in August with a 
weekend at Serenbe Farms, 
an inn on a large, beautiful 
farm in north Georgia.

 Stan spent most of his 
career as a professional engi-
neer for the United States 
Air Force. Lunch-time Bible 
studies in his office resulted 
in baptisms. He served on 
several conference commit-
tees in the Ohio and Gulf 
States conferences, includ-

ing the Gulf States executive 
committee, and in many 
leadership roles in the local 
churches he attended.

 Christine taught at the 
local church school in Ohio 
and later in Gulf States, but 
when the children started 
arriving, it was usually just 
when they needed someone. 
After they were all in school 
it was steady, and she had 
the thrill of being on the 
faculty when Dayton, Ohio, 
Junior Academy became 
Spring Valley Academy.

 They have five chil-
dren, all of whom have 
celebrated more than 30 
anniversaries. They have 12 
grandchildren. The seventh 
great-grandchild is due to 
arrive in November.

 When they were mar-
ried, Stan observed that their 
50th would be in the year 
2000, “but Jesus will come 
before that!”  

—BY CHRISTINE DALTON

It Began With Ingathering

   Hobbs is New Conference Women’s 
Ministries Director

Wes Peppers was 
welcomed back to his home 
church in Piedmont, Ala., 
this summer. He has been 
in California working with 
Amazing Facts Center of 
Evangelism (AFCOE), and 
traveling worldwide. Pep-
pers is now AFCOE's global 
coordinator, and has recently 
come back from the Ukraine 
and Malasyia, where he and 
his wife, Marion, have helped 
set up AFCOE schools.

  Peidmont Church 
enjoyed a picture presenta-
tion of the Peppers’ trips to 
Ukraine and Malasyia, and 
the stories of people's lives 
changed and surrendered to 
Christ in baptism.  

—BY LINDA FREEMAN 

Message Spread 
to the World 

Staff Served by 
Church

The Columbia, Miss., 
Church prepared a meal 
for the staff at The Myrtles 
Nursing Facility in Colum-
bia, to show their apprecia-
tion for all they do for the 
elderly and disabled. The 
table was decorated with 
fall leaves, colored gourds, 
and pumpkins, and real 
lemons as vases for moss 
and flowers. Many health 
booklets on subjects such 
as stress, prayer, and stop 
smoking were scattered 
among the decorations.
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People seeking to 
learn about and experience 
the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit met at the Holiday 
Inn Airport in Birmingham, 
Ala., September 10-12, 2010.  
Dennis Smith, pastor and 
author of 40 Days, was the 
keynote speaker. 

The entire weekend 
was a spiritually enriching 
experience. Pastor Mike and 
Dvorah Curzon opened the 
Sabbath with the traditional 
blowing of the Shofar. Then 
the attendees were led 

through traditional Sabbath 
Jewish hymns. The theme, 
“Come Holy Spirit,” resonat-
ed through every presenta-
tion as Smith led the group 
through the presentations 
on experiencing the Holy 
Spirit, emotional healing, 
and experiencing God’s 
love. Hearts were touched.

 The music was spiri-
tually uplifting. Musical 
praise was given by Terry 
MeHarry, Shaylia MeHarry, 
and Angela Palmer. Paul 
Corbier, M.D., and pastors 

Richie Halv-
ersen and 
Larry Owens 
each brought 
messages 
that invited 
the Holy 
Spirit to come 
and minister 
through each 
person. Ow-
ens, assisted 
by numerous 
local elders 

and pastors, had a special 
anointing service on Sab-
bath afternoon that many 
saw as one of the highlights 
of the weekend.

There were many op-
portunities for attendees 
to share their faith. Before 
the summit started, 85 Steps 
to Christ had been stuffed 
with Bible study enrollment 
cards.   Numerous sup-
port staff and members of 
a motorcycle club were the 
recipients of the books.  

 Birmingham First 
Church children’s ministries 
planned an extraordinary 
program for the children. 
Jennie Bunton and her team 
kept the children engaged 
on Sabbath afternoon. 

 “Three weeks before 
the summit started, less than 
40 people had registered. 
Some members of the Con-
ference prayer team started 
praying daily, sometimes 
two or three times a day, 
and by the time opening 
remarks were given, almost 
100 people had gathered 
to open the Sabbath. What 
answers to prayer!” exclaims 
Amy Mapp, Conference 
prayer ministries’ coordina-
tor. 

Smith has been invited 
to return next year for the 
prayer summit, September 
9-11, 2011, at Birmingham 
First Church.  

—BY AMY MAPP

Prayer Summit 2010 is Summit of Blessings

Rick 
Hutchinson has 
joined the Gulf 
States Confer-
ence as director 
of trust services 
and steward-
ship. Hutchin-
son, a fourth-
generation Ad-
ventist, comes 
to Montgomery 
after serving 
10 years as a member of the 
Conference executive com-
mittee. He has also served 
and continues to serve on 
several other Conference 
committees, and has served 

on the Southern 
Union constitution 
and bylaws com-
mittee for more 
than six years.

Hutchinson 
began his legal 
career in 1983. 
He established 
and maintained 
his own private 
practice law office 
where he repre-

sented clients that suffered 
from the wrongful acts of 
business entities and individ-
uals. He will continue to rep-
resent disabled persons (both 
current and new clients) in 

their efforts to obtain Social 
Security disability benefits.  
Hutchinson’s wife, Deborah, 
is an assistant treasurer for 
the Gulf States Conference. 
They have three children and 
five grandchildren.

His passion to help the 
suffering and disabled was 
put into action internationally 
when, in 2007, he volun-
teered as a medical mission-
ary in Kenya, Zambia, and 
Tanzania. Prior and subse-
quent to 2007, Hutchinson, 
his wife, and his brother, 
Mike, donated weeks of 
their time to assist victims of 
Hurricanes Katrina, Wilma, 

Ike, and others. Prior to the 
2007 Africa mission, Rick 
was conducting up to 15 
in-home Bible studies per 
week.

Hutchinson’s goal is 
simple: Do it! His philoso-
phy is, “to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus, we must act.”

He wants to remind the 
Gulf States members that the 
trust services office offers at 
no charge, estate planning 
documents preparation, 
including a last will and tes-
tament, a power of attorney, 
living will, a health care sur-
rogate form, and a trust. 

Hutchinson Joins Conference Staff

A few of the hundred-plus people who enjoyed the prayer summit held in Birmingham
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Special 
recognition 
was given to 
Andrew and 
Louise Wolcott 
on Sabbath, Au-
gust 21, 2010, 
to honor what 
God has done 
through their 
lives to bless 
others around 
the world. Brian 
Hadley, pas-
tor of Dick-
son Church, 
described in his 
sermon the dedicated ser-
vice of Aquila and Priscilla, 
comparing their faithfulness 
to that of the Wolcotts.  

As a retired pastor, 
Andrew Wolcott has never 

stopped his ministry of serv-
ing Jesus by spreading the 
Gospel message.  Louise, 
his wife of 65 years, has 
continued to work along-
side her husband, sharing 
Jesus with others. Together 

Faithful Servants Honored
they are truly 
an evangelistic 
team.  

Excellence 
of service, both 
in the fields 
of Adventist 
education 
and pastoral 
ministry since 
the mid 1940’s, 
has taken this 
couple from 
Michigan to Cal-
ifornia, Alaska, 
Canada, Japan, 
and Korea.  The 

Wolcotts now make their 
home in Lyles, Tenn.

The Wolcotts’ faith-
fulness has been evident 
through their dedication 
as teachers and advocates 

for Adventist education, 
pastoral ministry, and 
church planting.  Even in 
their retirement years, they 
continue their untiring, 
enthusiastic involvement 
in local church activities 
through loving connections 
with family, friends, and 
the community. Andy and 
Louise continue to honor 
God with their lives as they 
share and reflect Christ.

A plaque of apprecia-
tion from Dickson Church 
was presented, with a 
concluding prayer by 
Douglas Hilliard, treasurer 
of the Kentucky-Tennessee 
Conference, expressing 
gratitude for such a fine ex-
ample of “faithful servants.”

—by Diane D. Capps

Brian Hadley (left), pastor; Louise and Andy Wolcott; and 
Douglas Hilliard, Conference treasurer

On August 28, 2010, 
Ralph and Earlene Moore 
celebrated their 70th wed-
ding anniversary at the 
Lebanon, Tenn., Church.

Ralph, born in 1915 in 
Richmond, Ind., attended 
Madison College in 1934 
where he met Earlene Ethel 
Thomas. They were mar-
ried August 29, 1940.  “It 
took me that long to get 
up enough nerve to ask 
her!”says Ralph.

Ralph earned an M.S. 
degree in physics from 
Vanderbilt University. He 
taught physics and math 
at Madison College and at 
Vanderbilt. After graduat-
ing from Madison College, 
Earlene taught in Tennes-
see and Kentucky Adventist 
academies.

From 
1940 to 1944 
Ralph worked 
at WSIX 
radio station 
in Nashville, 
Tenn., where 
he designed 
and built all 
their broad-
casting equip-
ment.

In 1952, 
Ralph re-
ceived his 
M.D. degree from The 
College of Medical Evan-
gelists (now Loma Linda 
University).  After com-
pleting his internship at 
Nashville General Hospital, 
he practiced in McMinnville 
and Woodbury, Tenn., for 
eight years.

In 1960, the Moores 
answered the call to serve 
as missionaries in Bo-
tswana, Africa, for the next 
four years.  Returning to 
Woodbury, Ralph practiced 
medicine for eight and 
a half more years; then 
volunteered at Eden Valley 
four more years.

After retir-
ing in Texas and 
North Carolina, 
they moved to 
Lebanon in 2006 
to be near their 
son, John, who is 
a nurse anesthe-
tist at University 
Medical Center.

Their daugh-
ter, Arlene Moore 
van Rooyen, 
made the trip to 
Lebanon to co-

host the celebration with 
her brother and his wife.

Ralph and Earlene still 
maintain a home and trans-
port themselves to church 
and wherever else they 
need to go.
—By Herman Montgomery

Moores Celebrate 70 Years of Togetherness

Earlene and Ralph Moore
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The Lobelville, Cam-
den, and Parsons churches 
in Tennessee enjoyed unit-
ing in a community health 
outreach called “Health 
Expo.”  Each of the three 
churches is looking forward 
to offering the Health Expo 
in their community.  

The Health Expo fea-
tures 16 colorful six-foot-tall 

panels that teach the eight 
laws of health to the partici-
pants.  Each of the eight sta-
tions offers a hands-on ac-
tivity, which familiarizes the 
guests with practical means 
for a healthy lifestyle.  

Special features includ-
ed professional massages, 
everyday stretching instruc-
tion, delicious and healthy 

food sam-
ples, den-
tal exams, 
half-hour 
lectures on 
depression, 
and the Full 
Plate Diet.  

Four 
members 
put together 
a children’s 
Health Expo 
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Health Expo Held in Perry County
that delighted 
the young 
guests, and 
gave the dis-
trict children 
an opportunity 
to minister to 
their peers.  
Several of 
the commu-
nity people 
lingered for 
hours.  Com-
ments includ-
ed, “Every church should 
do what you do. You really 
help people!” and “This 
program is so well orga-
nized.”  

The goal of the Health 
Expo was to minister 
in practical ways to the 
citizens of Perry County. 
Several guests enrolled in 

the Full Plate Diet program 
which took place in August.  
Guests were also invited 
to an evangelistic series in 
September.

—by Leslie Caz

Leslie Caza (left) and Kathy Yates introduced 
the Full Plate Diet by Lifestyle Center of 
America.

Members of the 
Lighthouse Company, 
near Lafayette, Tenn., 
learned that the audio-
visual team at White 
House Church “some-
times helps smaller 
churches to upgrade 
their sound systems.” 
Lighthouse member 
Melinda Wilson con-
tacted the White House 
AV team member Larry 
Hamm to ask about get-
ting some help to replace 
their sound system, and 
to upgrade it so that they 
would be able to record 
their services.

Once the needs were 
established, equipment was 
chosen and a cost estimate 

was given. The Lighthouse 
members raised the funds 
necessary to upgrade the 
sound system to include 
the capability of recording 
services. Although consid-
erable cost was involved, 
within a few months suffi-
cient funds had been raised 

to purchase the equip-
ment and complete the 
project.

In July, White 
House AV team mem-
bers Jeremy Leggett and 
Larry Hamm, along with 
church member Ernest 
Copley, installed a com-
pletely new sound sys-
tem, video projector and 
screen, video camera, 
and DVD recorder. Also 
included in the project 

was a DVD duplicating ma-
chine, CD player, and DVD 
player. Hamm also trained 
Lighthouse members Keith 
Wilson and Greg Kneedler 
on the use of their new 
equipment.

—By Larry Hamm

Lighthouse Company Receives
Helping Hand

Keith Wilson (bottom) and Greg 
Kneedler (top) from the Lighthouse Com-
pany get used to the new equipment.

Ginny Stoddard (left) and Leah Carrow 
manned the children’s Health Expo exhibit.

Bowling Green 
Homecoming

Friends and former 
members are invited to 
attend “Together,” a spe-
cial homecoming event 
November 5, 6, 2010, 
at the Bowling Green 
Church, 1740 Cave Mill 
Road, Bowling Green, 
Ky. The weekend will 
begin with supper at 6:00 
p.m. on Friday. Sing-
ing and special music 
selections will follow 
at 7:00 p.m.  Breakfast 
will be served at 9:00 
a.m. on Sabbath. Sab-
bath School will begin at 
9:45, and Divine Worship 
at 10:30 a.m. The guest 
speaker will be former 
pastor Paul Cannon. A 
delicious lunch and warm 
fellowship will conclude 
the event. Come, wor-
ship, and reminisce! 
Details:  270-618-0342 or 
www.cavemillsda.org.



 

32       T I D I N G S  •  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 0    

South Atlantic News

“Liquid sunshine” 
was evident on Sunday, 
September 26, 2010, 
in Atlanta, Ga., but the 
rain didn’t stop the 
more than 300 individu-
als in attendance from 
celebrating the historic 
groundbreaking cer-
emony of Berean Village 
and Senior Adult Service 
Center. Berean Village 
will be a 50-apartment 
senior-adult complex 
owned and operated by 
Atlanta-Berean Church. 
It will provide hous-
ing to Atlanta commu-
nity senior adults. The 
plans for the facility 
also include accommoda-
tions for computer classes, 
health/fitness initiatives, 
and fellowship gatherings 
in a safe, nurturing, and 
Christian environment.

The Berean Village 
Project was facilitated 
through an application 
submitted by Atlanta-
Berean Church to the 
United States Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) in 

2008, and the prayers of 
the church members were 
answered in 2009, when 
HUD awarded a $5.3 mil-
lion grant for the construc-
tion of Berean Village.

Carlton P. Byrd, 
D.Min., senior pastor of 
Atlanta-Berean, stated, 
“We have a responsibility 
to care for our seniors. It 
is on their shoulders that 
we stand today. Most 
importantly, the fifth com-
mandment says, ‘Honor 

thy father and thy mother 
that thy days may be long 
upon the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee.’”

On hand for this 
momentous occasion 
were the pastoral staff and 
members of Atlanta-Bere-
an; Vanard Mendinghall, 
South Atlantic Conference 
president; William L. Win-
ston, Conference executive 
secretary; Randy Robinson, 
Southern Union Confer-
ence treasurer; Atlanta city 
leaders, including council-
men C.T. Martin and Ivory 
Young; and Rudy Clem-
ons, HUD representative 
for the Atlanta region.

Berean Village will be 
located at the former site 
of Berean Christian Junior 
Academy.  Construction is 
scheduled to begin in the 
near future. Berean Village 
will also be the first “Go 
Green” energy efficient 
HUD senior-adult facility 
in metropolitan Atlanta.

One week after the 
groundbreaking ceremony 

for the senior housing 
project, Atlanta-Berean 
made history again by 
purchasing back its 
former church building 
located diagonally across 
the street from where 
the current church build-
ing is located.

In the spring of 
1999, under the lead-
ership of then senior 
pastor Eric C. Ward, and 
seeking to expand its 
physical plant, Atlanta-
Berean acquired the 
former Union Baptist 
Church located at 291 
Hamilton E. Holmes 
Drive, Atlanta, Ga., with 

a sanctuary seating capac-
ity of 1,700, and more than 
30 classrooms and offic-
es. This acquisition led to 
the vacancy of the former 
Atlanta-Berean Church, 
which was built in 1963 
under the leadership of the 
late Harold L. Cleveland.

In late summer of 
2010, it became known 
that the former church 
property was available for 
purchase. Byrd quickly 
shared the information 
with the church member-
ship and South Atlantic ad-
ministration. Overwhelm-
ing support to pursue this 
reacquisition was exhibited 
by the membership. On 
Sabbath, October 2, 2010, 
Byrd joyfully announced 
to the congregation that 
the former Atlanta-Berean 
Church had been suc-
cessfully purchased and 
reacquired.  

This facility will now 
serve as the Berean Out-
reach Ministry Center, and 

Two Historic Events Held for Atlanta-Berean 

The former church facility will be the home of Atlanta-Berean’s 
community outreach ministry. The members were blessed to 
reacquire the facility for half the amount for which it was sold 10 
years ago.

Atlanta-Berean’s pastoral staff was joined by building committee and 
church members, Conference and Southern Union officials, along with 
HUD representatives, architects, and civic leaders in the groundbreak-
ing ceremony.
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Conference Breaks Ground for 
New Campground Housing

Berea School Adopted by Area Churches

The culmi-
nation of the 
South Atlantic 
local elders’ and 
deacons retreat 
was in the form 
of a celebration 
on September 
26, 2010. Those 
who attended 
the retreat also 
participated in 
the groundbreak-
ing service for 
new campground 
housing at the River Oaks 
property in Orangeburg, 
S.C.

 The light rain could 
not dampen the spirits of 
the attendees who had 
long awaited this event.  

After a brief ceremony 
inside the pavilion, nearly 
200 individuals walked 
to the construction site 
for the groundbreaking 
ceremony.

When the housing 
project is completed, 80 

hotel-style units will 
be available for the 
constituents of South 
Atlantic to use. Each 
of the 270-square-foot 
units will come com-
plete with a refrig-
erator, microwave 
oven, and flat screen 
television. Also 
included will be a 
vanity area with a 
separate restroom 
with a shower/
bathtub combina-

tion. Sixty of the units 
will be furnished with 
two queen-size beds, 
and 20 units will have 
two bunk-beds each, for 
use by youth campers.

Construction is 

scheduled to begin im-
mediately so that the 80 
units will be ready for oc-
cupancy in time for Camp 
Meeting next year.

—By James K. Lamb

provide daily community 
ministry activities, includ-
ing the Berean food pan-
try, clothes closet, barber 
shop, beauty salon, and 
health/fitness center, along 
with housing additional 
worship opportunities.

In the midst of the 

aforementioned historical 
events, Atlanta-Berean was 
in the process of making 
changes to the present 
infrastructure in prepara-
tion for the beginning of 
the Breath of Life Minis-
tries broadcast. The format 
for the program is now 

church-based at Atlanta-
Berean, with Byrd as the 
new associate speaker/
director. The live taping 
began in October with the 
first broadcast of Byrd air-
ing in January 2011.

South Atlantic is hon-
ored to have ties to the 

Breath of Life program 
now as well as with the 
two previous speakers, 
Charles D. Brooks, a na-
tive of Greensboro, N.C., 
and Walter L. Pearson Jr., 
a former pastor of Atlanta-
Berean.

—By James K. LamB

McClellanville and 
Andrews churches, located 
in South Carolina, agreed 
to give financial support to 
Berea Junior Academy in 
Sumter, S.C. The churches 
moved forward with their 
commitment after a heart-
felt appeal by their pastor, 
Willie Dupree, in 2002, 

and continue their support 
today.

After children’s 
ministries each Sabbath, 
donations are given to the 
cause of Christian educa-
tion and helping children 
outside of their district, 
where there is no church 
school. Since taking on 

this project, the churches 
have donated several thou-
sand dollars. The largest 
amount given at one time 
was $2,500 from McClel-
lanville, bringing the total 
donations for the month of 
September 2010 to $4,000, 
including an additional 
$1,500 donation.

This project has been 
and continues to be a 
blessing for the school, 
students, staff, and church. 
Berea students and staff 
visited the churches to 
show their gratitude for 
the generosity, love, and 
care of these two small 
congregations.

Pictured is an example of the in-
terior for 60 of the 80 rooms that 
will be constructed. Twenty rooms 
will have two bunk-beds for use 
by youth campers and those who 
desire dormitory style quarters.

Shouts of joy were heard throughout the crowd 
as Conference officials, committee members, 
and Conference constituent representatives 
turned the earth at the site of the new camp-
ground housing.
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South Atlantic Conducts Children’s Prayer Summit
Greater Atlan-

ta Adventist Acad-
emy hosted a joint 
effort with the 
Southern Union 
and South Atlantic 
Conference for 
the second annual 
Children’s Prayer 
Summit. The title 
“Children with 
Faith Move Moun-
tains,” set the tone 
for the prayer 
summit. The sum-
mit was open to 
children from ages 
5 to 12 on July 17, 
2010. 

There was a sense 
of excitement that swept 
through the doors as 
parents, guardians, and 
grandparents escorted their 
children in. Coordinators, 
volunteers, parents, and 
children dashed in with 
obvious expectations of 
“something special.” All 
were to leave having their 
expectations surpassed 
beyond imagination.

Carolyn Lamb’s vision 
of a children’s prayer sum-
mit came after attending 

an adult prayer confer-
ence. She was inspired 
to conduct a conference 
geared for children. After 
praying and planning, 
she designed a program 
where children would 
enter into a “world” of 
prayer through a rotation 
of various activities, crafts, 
workshops, games, and 
songs. The program high-
lighted intercessory prayer, 
which was demonstrated 
through role playing. The 
children were taught the 
many parts of prayer, and 

expounded on praising, 
thanking God, asking for 
forgiveness, praying for 
others, and praying in the 
name of Jesus through arts 
and crafts.

The children also 
learned the purpose of 
prayer and to Whom we 
are to pray. This lesson 
was demonstrated through 
an interactive work-
shop. With each rotation, 
the children’s excitement 
grew as they moved ea-
gerly to the next station, 
having a sense of learning 
“something special.” 

Various styles and 
positions of prayer were 
demonstrated to the chil-
dren as the importance of 
reverence in prayer. This 
was exhibited through 
singing songs.  

Although the prayer 
summit was enjoyed by 
children, many volunteers 
and parents voiced similar 
sentiments. One mother of 
three expressed, “I, as well 
as my children, enjoyed 
the prayer summit. We 

were able to learn 
more about com-
municating with 
God, and how im-
portant it is to have 
a two-way com-
munication…the 
prayer summit was 
an innovative pro-
gram and teaches 
our children not 
only how to pray, 
but the importance 
of prayer.” Genesis 
Horton, age six, 
said, “I loved the 
prayer summit, I 
learned a lot about 
prayer and praying 

for others. I can’t wait until 
next year.” 

As the afternoon came 
to a close, a drawing was 
held, and many volunteers 
and parents were pleas-
antly surprised to receive 
tokens of thanks from 
the children’s ministries 
department of South At-
lantic and Advent Source. 
This vision of a children’s 
prayer summit has inspired 
other congregations within 
the Conference. The Char-
lotte Northeast Church 
hosted its first children’s 
prayer summit with more 
than 70 attendees and 
many children from the 
community.  Information 
about upcoming events 
can be received from the 
children’s ministries de-
partment.

—By Mary Gilford 
Watkins

The prayer summit was interactive to give the children an oppor-
tunity to demonstrate what they were learning.

Children, staff, and parents attended the prayer summit.
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South Central News

Emma L. 
Minnis Junior 
Academy of 
Louisville, Ky., 
recently celebrat-
ed its grand re-
opening on July 
29, 2010. Nearly 
130 individuals 
gathered to wit-
ness the historic 
event. The new 
school is located 
across the street 
from the re-
cently renovated 
Magazine Street 
Church. This was 
a momentous oc-
casion that many 
church members and 
school leaders had been 
waiting nearly 40 years to 
see. Through prayer and 
faith in God, the vision 
has become a reality.

The grand re-opening 
celebration began with 
opening prayer by Ken-
nedy Luckett, pastor of 
Magazine Street Church. 
Daniel Mitchell, principal 
of Emma L. Minnis Junior 
Academy, welcomed ev-
eryone to the event. Spe-

cial remarks were shared 
by the city, South Central 
Conference, and neigh-
borhood leaders. From 
the city, representing 
the fourth district metro 
councilman David Tandy, 
was Dale Josey, legislative 
assistant. Josey spoke on 
Tandy’s behalf, noting that 
just several months prior 
they were present to wit-
ness the groundbreaking, 
and were very proud to 
see the end result. From 
the South Central Confer-

ence were Dana Edmond, 
president; Philip Palmer, 
treasurer; and Erma Lee, 
superintendent of schools. 
Phillip Palmer presented a 
check to Emma L. Minnis 
Junior Academy; and Erma 
Lee presented Kennedy 
Luckett, pastor, with a 
monetary gift and plague 
for his hard work and 
leadership. From the com-
munity and neighborhood 
were Donavon Taylor, 
NAACP and president of 
the Chickasaw Neighbor-

hood Federation, 
and Sonia Gray, 
Louisville Urban 
League president 
of the Young Pro-
fessionals. Also, in 
attendance were 
Georgia Powers, 
retired state sena-
tor of Kentucky, 
and Angenette 
Hill, Conference 
associate su-
perintendent of 
schools.

After special 
remarks, Benjamin 
Jones Jr., Confer-
ence ministerial 
director, gave the 

prayer of dedication for 
the new school.  Fol-
lowing him, Dana Ed-
mond, Kennedy Luckett, 
Fred Moore, and Daniel 
Mitchell cut the ribbon 
to mark the official grand 
re-opening of Emma L. 
Minnis Junior Academy. 
At the end of the ceremo-
nial ribbon-cutting, Fred 
Moore, pastor of the New 
Life Church, gave the clos-
ing prayer. The doors to 
the new school were offi-

Magazine Street Church Celebrates the 
Grand Re-opening of Historic Church School

The crowd begins to gather outside of Emma L. Minnis Junior Academy.

Principal Daniel Mitchell stands at the 
podium welcoming visitors to the grand re-
opening ceremony.

Conference Superintendent Erma Lee 
speaks to the crowd.

Kennedy Luckett, pastor, begins the service 
with opening prayer. 
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South Central News

George I. Pearson, 
former South Central 
worker, and Lou Pearson 
celebrated 60 years of 
marriage on September 
27, 2010. These love birds 
were married in 1950.

100th Birthday Celebrated

cially opened, and all who 
were in attendance toured 
the school. Following the 
tour, a reception was held 
in fellowship hall at the 
church.

The “I Am Minnis” 
themed reception dis-
played various booths set 
up by the Alumni Associa-
tion and the Home and 
School Association. Many 
of the booths contained 
pictures and biographies 
of the school’s former 
students. 

The school was built 
by Carrell Rogers Clean-
ing and Restoration. The 

6,000-square-foot facility 
has three classrooms, a 
kitchen, one large meet-
ing room, two offices, and 
three restrooms. Spe-
cial features include the 
insulation, high efficient 
windows and doors, and 
an energy-efficient heating 
and cooling system. The 
maximum capacity is 80 
to 100 students. Student 
attendance at Emma L. 
Minnis Junior Academy 
is up, as evidenced by 
an enrollment increase 
from three to 40 students. 
The building construction 
began in March 2010, and 

was completed in July 
2010. The overall cost of 
the school was $500,000. 
Serving the Louisville area 
since 1915, the church 
school has been educat-
ing students for more than 
90 years. Emma L. Minnis 
Junior Academy serves 
Pre-K to eighth grade, and 
is an accredited private 
school. The school seeks 
to provide quality Chris-
tian education through a 
curriculum that empha-
sizes the academic, social, 
and spiritual development 
of each student. Emma L. 
Minnis Junior Academy 

is named after Emma L. 
Minnis, a charter member, 
former teacher, principal, 
and professor.

Many thanks to ev-
eryone who prayed and 
supported Emma L. Minnis 
Junior Academy during 
the years, and to all past 
and present pastors for 
their pastoral leadership 
and spiritual guidance. To 
God be all the glory for 
the great things He has 
done. 

—By Evadne Chism

morning worship speaker 
will be Benjamin Browne, 
former South Central 
president, who was Maye’s 
pastor when he built the 
church many years ago. 
Dynamic Praise of Hunts-
ville, Ala., will be the guest 
choir. The director of Dy-
namic Praise, Benji Young, 
is Maye’s grandson. 

The final extravaganza 
will be a Sabbath eve-
ning formal event, which 
a large number of family 
members plan to attend, 
including all nine of her 
surviving children: Nancy 
Stewart and Johanna Ward, 
from Meridian; Carrie 
Hardie from Birmingham, 
Ala.; Emma Thompson 
from Montgomery, Ala.; 
Sallie Lowe and Mary 
Bradford from Nashville, 
Tenn.; Betty James from 
Maywood, Ill.; Pearlie Scott 
from Sacramento, Calif.; 
and Janie Young from 
Compton, Calif.; as well as 
34 grandchildren; 36 great-
grandchildren; and 13 
great-great-grandchildren. 
Two of Maye’s children are 
deceased, Eloise Cook and 
Jim Maye. 

—By Jackie Knight

The family of Mamie 
Maye has a lot to celebrate 
on November 7, 2010, 
when she will turn 100.  
Her family has scheduled a 
two-day celebration which 
begins Friday evening, 
November 12, 2010, at 
Ephesus Church, Meridian, 
Miss., with Vespers and an 
Agape Feast. The Sabbath 

Mamie Maye will turn 100 on November 7, 2010. 

60 Years 
of Marriage 
Honored
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Southeastern News

M.C. Strachan Federation Elects New President

CNA Program Makes a Difference in Community

Walter W. Reddick was 
recently elected to serve 
as president of the M.C. 
Strachan Youth Federation.  
He takes the place of Corey 
Williams, who moved to 
Bermuda.

A member of the Mt. 
Calvary Church, Reddick 
has served as the leader of 
the Mt. Calvary Pathfinder 
club for six years. Under 
his leadership, the club has 
consistently ranked as one 
of the top three clubs in the 
Conference.  

Reddick has more than 
20 years of experience 
in working with youth, 

About two years ago, 
Claudette Porter, M.D., 
and Ena Graham, R.N., 
were impressed to begin a 
ministry that would assist 
unemployed individuals 
to become certified nurs-
ing assistants. The 12-week 
program, which meets twice 
a week, is an outreach min-
istry of the Mt. Zion Church,  
Kissimmee, Fla. 

To date, there have 
been five graduating classes, 
with a total of 75 gradu-
ates. Of  the 75 graduates, 

25 have attempted the State 
Board Exam with 21 suc-
cessfully passing.

The most recent gradu-
ation was held on June 19, 
2010.  Tanya Medina, M.D., 
gave the keynote address.  
She admonished the class 
“to serve with love, compas-
sion, joy, dedication, and 
gentleness.”

Each graduate received 
a packet, which included 
books on spiritual and pro-
fessional growth.

On behalf of the 

graduating class, Francisca 
Restituyo and Lebert Smith 
expressed their sincere ap-
preciation to Graham for 
giving them the opportunity 
to be more successful in life. 

 When  asked about the 
overall impact of the pro-
gram, Graham, who serves 
as the program’s volunteer 
director, replied, “I just enjoy 
doing the program. People 
were happy for the oppor-
tunity given them, and some 
graduates have gone on 
to become licensed practi-

cal nurses, and registered 
nurses.”  

She spoke about one of 
her students whose life has 
been turned around spiritu-
ally and otherwise as a result 
of the program.  

She gives special thanks 
to Maxwell Berkel, Mt. 
Zion pastor, Joanne May-
ers, Brenda Hunt, Audrey 
Carty, Joanne Mayers, and 
the members of Mt. Zion for 
their support.  

—BY EDNA FRANCOIS
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Ena Graham, R.N. (center), volunteer director of the Mt. Zion Certified Nurse Assistant program, is surrounded by the 25 graduates of the 
program’s fifth graduating class on June 19, 2010.  The free program provides community members with a chance to improve their lives.

which began in the South 
Central Conference, where 
he served as Pathfinder 
leader and youth federation 

president.  
In 2005, Reddick was 

elected area Pathfinder 
coordinator of district three, 

which comprises 23 clubs in 
the central, west, and east 
regions of Florida. 

His exceptional lead-
ership skills and ability to 
motivate the youth have 
reaped tremendous growth 
within his district. 

Reddick’s goal is to 
revitalize the local youth 
ministry programs in his ter-
ritory. “Our youth ministry 
programs must not only 
entertain, they must also 
edify our young people, 
and continue to prepare 
them to make their decision 
for Christ,”  said Reddick.

—BY SHERRIE BARTON

Past M.C. Strachan Federation president Corey Williams (left) 
presents Walter Reddick as the new M.C. Strachan Federation 
president during the divine hour of the Federation.
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Southeastern News

M.D., the 
afternoon 
speaker, 
conducted 
a health 
seminar on 
cancer.  

The 
Northside 
Church, 
Miami, Fla., 
had the larg-
est group 
of men in 
attendance, 
due to 
the chal-
lenge T.A. McNealy, pastor 
of Northside, gave them.  
“There should not be any 
men at Northside on August 
6, because I am looking for-
ward to seeing all of you at 
the men’s conference,” said 

South Florida Men’s Retreat a Success
More than 200 men from 

the south Florida area at-
tended the Conference’s fifth 
annual South Florida Men’s 
Retreat, which was hosted by 
the Mt. Pisgah Church, Miami 
Gardens Fla., on August 6, 
2010. The theme of the event 
was, “Men of God Leading in 
the 21st Century – Are You 
Ready?”

Nevilon J. Meadows, 
CEO of Men Under Devel-
opment, was the keynote 
speaker. His message, enti-
tled, “Masons, Hip Hop, and 
SDA’s,” inspired the men to 
be better husbands, fathers, 
brothers, church leaders, ser-
vants of the Most High God, 
and to be the leaders that 
God is calling them to be in 
the 21st century!

Selwyn Carrington, 

McNealy.
Lewis 

W. Ed-
wards, 
D.Min., 
Confer-
ence men 
ministries 
director, 
received a 
call Sabbath 
morning 
from Amy 
Harris of 
Tallahassee, 
Fla., asking 
him to be 

on the look out for Charles 
Harris, her non-SDA brother, 
who would be in attendance 
at the retreat.  

Edwards recognized 
Harris and other men by giv-
ing them the Amazing Facts 

Bible Study Lesson. 
Special music was 

rendered by the male group 
3 AM, (Three Angels Mes-
sages). The group was also 
featured with other male 
singers during the afternoon 
musical. 

The South Florida Men’s 
Conference is one of two 
men’s conferences held each 
year in Southeastern. 

The North Florida Men’s 
Conference will be held 
this month at the Mt. Sinai 
Church in Orlando, Fla. 

Dennis Ross, D.Min., 
Southern Union Conference 
ministerial director, will be 
the  keynote speaker. The 
theme for this event is, “Go-
ing the Distance — Do You 
Have What It Takes?”

—BY LEWIS EDWARDS, D.Min.

The Southeastern Con-
ference executive committee 
recently appointed Carol 
Byrd to serve as superinten-
dent of education.   

Byrd has been serving 
as interim superintendent of 
education after the death of 
Elisa Young, Southeastern’s 
former superintendent.

Prior to being ap-
pointed as superintendent, 
Byrd served as the associate 
superintendent of educa-
tion for Southeastern for six 
years.  

Byrd, an educator for 
more than 25 years, has 
served as early childhood 
education director, class-
room teacher, vice principal, 
and principal in schools 
throughout the Conference. 

She has also worked as 

a public school teacher in 
Orlando, Fla., and has taught 
in the Florida Conference, 
serving as the junior high 
coordinator at Greater Miami 
Academy.

As associate superin-
tendent, Byrd 
oversaw the 
Southern 
Union’s School 
of Excellence 
initiative, 
which two 
of Southeast-
ern’s schools 
qaulifed for, 
the Daughter 
of Zion School 
in Delray, Fla., 
and Mt. Olivet 
SDA School, 
Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla. 

She also oversaw the 
implementation of the Path-
ways Reading Program and 
the Conference’s annual 
spelling bee. 

A native of Baton 
Rouge, La., Byrd is a fourth 

generation 
Seventh-day 
Adventist, and 
a product of 
Adventist edu-
cation. 

She 
attended 
elemantry 
school in 
Baton Rouge,  
and Oakwood 
Academy in 
Huntsville, Ala. 

She began 
her pursuit of 
higher educa-

tion at Oakwood University 
in Huntsville. She trans-
ferred in her junior year to 
Union College in Lincoln, 
Neb., where she recieved a 
B.S. degree.  

Byrd  recieved an 
M.A. degree in education 
from Andrews University, 
and has completed addi-
tional post graduate work 
in guidance and counseling 
at Oakland University in 
Pontiac, Mich.

Byrd is married to 
William Byrd, pastor of 
the Ephesus Church, West 
Palm Beach, Fla., and to 
this union are three adult 
children: Carla Byrd, J.D.; 
Carl Byrd; and Carlton Byrd, 
D.Min.

—BY ROBERT HENLEY

Carol R. Byrd, M.A., was 
appointed  by the Confer-
ence executive committee to 
serve as the sixth superin-
tendent of education on 
September 19, 2010.

Southeastern Appoints Carol Byrd as Superintendent

T.A. McNealy challenged every 
man young and old to attend 
the South Florida Men’s Retreat.  
Northside had the largest number 
of men in attendance. 
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Southern Adventist University

Service is Priority at Southern

Southern Releases iPhone App

With faculty incorpo-
rating service into their 
classes, and freshmen doing 
community service as part 
of orientation, Southern Ad-
ventist University is building 
on its reputation for being 
service-oriented.

As the 2009-10 academic 
year began, faculty gained 
a better understanding of 
service-learning (a type of 
learning in which students 
do curriculum-based 
community service projects 
as part of their class work) 

through a workshop that 
Melissa Tortal, service 
initiative coordinator 
at Southern, helped to 
organize.

Meanwhile, Southern’s 
newly implemented Fresh-
men Community Service 
Day was also encouraging 
students to become more 
service-oriented.

Before fall classes 
began, 600 freshmen went 
to several locations in 
the Chattanooga area to 
volunteer their help.

Students read 
books to young 
children, painted 
murals, cleaned 
playgrounds, and much 
more.

“We achieved a 
success in service,” 
says Renita Klischies, 
first year experience 
coordinator at 
Southern,“ and had a 
jumpstart to bonding 
before classes even 
started.”  
—By Carrie Francisco

Whether a student 
is wondering what’s 
for lunch or visitors are 
trying to find their way 
around campus, finding 
up-to-date information 
about Southern Adventist 
University is now as 
simple as pulling out 
your iPhone or iPod 
Touch.

A newly released 
application from Southern 

contains 
features like a 
directory, an 
event calendar, 
a Dining Hall 
menu, and news 
to keep you up 
to date.

“There are 
plans for an 
Android version 
in the future, 
but before that we’ll be 

releasing an iPad 
app,” says Isaac 
James, eCommu-
nications manag-
er at Southern.

“For visitors 
to campus, 
our plan is to 
provide iPads 
to supplement 
their tour of 
the campus 

with video, images, and 

information if no one is 
available to take them 
around.”

The iPad version will 
have a few more features 
than the mobile apps.

To get more 
information about the 
app and download it for 
free, visit southern.edu/
iphone.

—By Katie Freeland

a top-choice institution 
for students and families,” 
says Gordon Bietz, D.Min., 
University president. “It is 
our goal to provide the kind 
of higher education that will 
be transformational in the 
lives of our students.”

In addition to record 
enrollment, the University 
achieved top-tier ranking in 
the Best Colleges edition of 
the U.S. News & World Report 
for the ninth year in a row.

“It’s our plan to main-

Southern Adventist 
University has been seeing 
a steady rise in enrollment 
and private donations during 
the past few years, despite a 
recession.  

Enrollment reached a 
major milestone this fall with 
3,053 students, more than a 
5.6 percent increase from fall 
2009. Freshman enrollment, 
at 630, reached an all-time 
record number, as did 
graduate enrollment at 321.

“We continue to be 

tain the feel of a small uni-
versity,” says Vinita Sauder, 
Ph.D., vice president for 
marketing and enrollment 
services. “This is a big ben-
efit of attending Southern, 
and we plan to keep it that 
way.” 

Private donations to 
Southern have also gone up 
and totaled $4,102,873.89* 
during the 2009-10 academic 
year.

This is the second year 
that the University’s donors 

have given more than $4 
million, despite a national 
decline in institutional and 
charitable giving.

“The reason people 
support Southern is because 
of the quality of education,” 
says donor Ken DeFoor. 
“Southern prepares people 
to go out into the world 
holding onto their values.”
 
*unaudited

—By Jarod Keith and 
Vinita Sauder

Freshmen get introduced to Southern’s 
service-oriented culture while paint-
ing a mural at the Children’s Home/
Chambliss Shelter in Chattanooga.

Enrollment Surges, Donations Rise
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Visit Us
Southern welcomes visitors all year long, and we invite you to come and experience our 
beautiful campus for yourself. If you know of someone looking to attend a Christian  
university, prospective students have several options for a scheduled visit to Southern.  
For more information, go online to southern.edu/visit.

Southern 
Adventist 
University
hosts events for you!

1.800.SOUTHERN 
Collegedale, Tennessee

southern.edu

Archaeology Seminar with Yoav Farhi, November 16 at 7 p.m.
 Lynn Wood Hall Auditorium 
  The coin expert from Southern’s dig site in Khirbet Qeiyafa, Israel will report on some 

of the excavation’s findings.
___________________________________________________________

Christmas on the Promenade, November 30 at 6:30 p.m.
 K.R. Davis Promenade
 Start the season with music, refreshments, and the lighting of the Christmas tree.
___________________________________________________________

Wind Symphony Christmas Concert, December 4 at 8 p.m. 
 Iles P.E. Center
  Southern’s Wind Symphony and Jazz Ensemble will perform a potpourri of  

Christmas music.
___________________________________________________________

School of Music Christmas Concert, December 11 at 4 p.m.
 Collegedale Church
  Enjoy J.S. Bach’s Magnificat in D with Southern’s combined choirs and  

Symphony Orchestra. 
___________________________________________________________

Florida Hospital Hall Grand Opening, January 8 at 7 p.m.
 K.R. Davis Promenade, in front of Florida Hospital Hall
  Be a part of history as Southern opens a new nursing building, allowing more  

nursing students to be trained on our campus.
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                  JOHN NEVIN ANDREWS, a Millerite, later accepting the Sabbath, and mostly
                 self-educated, became known to early Seventh-day Adventists as “The Ablest
               Man in Our Ranks."

                Pouring out his life as evangelist, editor, General Conference President and our
             first Adventist Missionary, he exemplified the sacrifices of  our pioneers. After the
       death of  his wife, he left for Europe with his son and daughter and one small trunk of  
     belonging     belongings. Living in the most austere manner they learned the languages of  Europe and
    started not only the first publishing work but helped give birth to the total European
   Adventist church. His daughter died at 17 and he at 54. Both died of  tuberculosis. One of
     his last acts was to sign over his remaining $500 to be used in the Lord's work in Europe. 

         The Spirit of  the Pioneers is not dead but still resides in many members right here
           in the Southern Union. Planned Giving and Trust Services is designed to help all
            our members to further the causes they believe in as well as to adequately provide
            for the needs o            for the needs of  their family. You are invited to contact for counsel and services 
           the Conference or University Planned Giving and Trust Services department of  
           your choice listed below.

Southern Adventist University: Carolyn Liers, 423-236-2818
Southeastern: David Long, 352-735-3142
South Central: Michael Harpe, 615-226-6500
South Atlantic: Lawrence Hamilton, 404-792-0535
Oakwood University: Fred Pullins, 256-726-8278
Kentucky-Tennessee: Lin Powell, 615-859-1391

Gulf States: Rick Hutchinson, 334-272-7493
Georgia-Cumberland: Mitch Hazekamp, 706-629-7951
Florida: Jose LeGrand, 407-644-5000
Carolina: Ken Ford, 704-596-3200
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t r a v e l i n g  w h e r e 
m i s s i o n a r i e s  c a n n o t  g o

The gospel on-air
 and now online

Looking for peace and 
hope? Subscribe to 

podcasts in 80 languages.

Instantly access and 
listen to programs from 

around the world.

Download and print a 
“neighbor invitation” for a 

friend in their language.

www.awr.org

12501 Old COlumbia Pike · Silver SPring, md 20904
800-337-4297    @awrweb    facebook.com/awrweb
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A d v e r t i s e m e n t s
rooms, vegetarian meals, SDA TV, activities and 
transportation to church, Dr appointments and 
shopping. Now available new independent living 
patio homes; monthly rental agreement. Contact 
RN Administrator Laura Morrison. 423-775-
7658 or e-mail quietoaks@comcast.net. View 
our website at quietoak.com.  [11]

SUMMIT RIDGE RETIREMENT VILLAGE is a 
place where you can live independently in your 
own home. Lawn mowing and maintenance 
provided. Church and nursing home on 
grounds. Make friends with Adventist neighbors, 
and enjoy the low cost of living in the Oklahoma 
countryside. Call Bill Norman, 405-454-6538. 
Website: www.summit-ridge-village.org.  ©

FLORIDA LIVING: Where Friends Become 
Family! Senior Community half-hour from 
Orlando. Ground level Apts. and Rooms; one-
year lease; no extra fees; Vegetarian Cuisine; 
Church/Pool/Shopping/Activities; Short-term 
Rentals - furnished 2 BR Apts. $48/$75/night; 
$300 or $450/week; 1-800-729-8017 x 24 
Website: floridalivingretirement.com. Email: 
JackieFLRC@aol.com.  [11, 12]

PERFECT RETIREMENT HOME IN SEBRING, 
FL – Half mile from SDA Florida Hospital, 
golf community. 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, family 
room/3rd bedroom, garage and screened 
porch. Duplex - half $79,000 or whole duplex 
$139K, rent one side. Pictures: http://tinyurl.
com/SebringDuplex. Call Barry McBroom 
863-446-2381, e-mail barrymcbroom@gmail.
com.  [11, 12]
 
CENTRAL FLORIDA (Zephyrhills) hilltop hobby 
farm – 9.7 acres+/-, near SDA hospital, church, 
and school. Profitable 6 acre irrigated orange 
grove +/- $20k/acre. Cement, 2 bed, l bath, huge 
family room and room for additions, central heat/
air. Pole barn 66’ x 39’, 2 machinery/storage 
sheds 20’x50’/40’. Enclosed cement garage/
workshop 24’x40’. $395k.  813-782-7361, 352-
567-2407.  [11]

COLLEGEDALE 3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH 
home with extra family room and a large 
yard. Only 3 miles to Southern Adventist 
University. In Fox Trails - just listed $154,900. 
Call Wendy Dixon at Crye-Leike Realtors: 
423-238-5440 or cell 423-883-0654. View 
details at www.WendyDixonHomes.com.  [11] 
 
COLLEGEDALE 5 BEDROOM, 4 BATH, 3 
car garage. 2560 square feet, plus expansion 
room in basement & 3rd floor. One acre private 
wooded lot nestled on top of hill with great 
winter sunset views from double decker front 
porch! 3 miles to Southern Adventist University. 
Call Wendy Dixon Crye-Leike Realtors: 
423-238-5440 or cell 423-883-0654. View 
details at www.WendyDixonHomes.com.  [11] 
 
COLLEGEDALE VACANT BUILDING LOT 
for $26,900. Can build 2 bedroom home - very 
close to Southern Adventist University. Great 
investment potential for building. Call Wendy 
Dixon at Crye-Leike Realtors: 423-238-5440, 
or cell 423-883-0654. View details at www.
WendyDixonHomes.com.  [11]

COLLEGEDALE TN INCOME PROPERTY 
– Well maintained two unit income property 
minutes from SAU. Unit 1: 2 bed, 2 bath. Unit 
2: upper & lower, 4 bed, 3 bath, 2 kitchens, 2 
dens. Units currently rented but ideal for live-
in owner. Includes updated kitchens, baths, 
appliances. For more information contact owner 
at 423-236-5552.  [11]

CABIN RENTAL OF COLLEGEDALE – 
Vacation by pond, in nature. 3 miles from SAU. 2 
bedrooms, sleeps 6, 1.5 bath. Minimum 2 night 
stay, $100/night. Contact Lisa Foote: 423-600-
0070, lisafoote@live.com.  [11, 12]

PROPERTY FOR PURCHASE OR SALE 
in Collegedale, Ooltewah, Chattanooga, TN 
areas? When selling or buying your home, it’s 
important you use an experienced and licensed 
realtor to ensure timely and effective marketing! 
Information is power! Contact Vincent Lopez 
at Crye-Leike Realtors. Cell: 423-316-1880, 
Office: 423-238-5440. [11]

MOUNTAIN VIEWS – 9-year old 2,100 square 
foot, 3 bed, 2 bath house with artist studio/office, 
family room, one car garage in the mountains 
of Carter County, TN. Private setting, seven 
acres. High ceilings, lots of windows, radiant 
in-floor heat, 3ABN dish and SDA neighbors. 
Spring with tank. $174,900. Lots of photos 
and contact information at www.susanbrunton.
com/house or call 502-352-1479, please leave 
a message. [11]

ALTERNATE REFUGE FOR YOUR FAMILY! 
100 miles north of Collegedale, near Sparta, 
TN, a 23-acre property on isolated blacktop 
with decent house needing repairs, with place 
for blueberries, grapes, fruit trees, and garden. 
Has carport, and large, cement floored shop. 
Donated to Gospel Ministries. Asking $65,000. 
Prefer someone who knows what’s coming 
on God’s people. Internet photos: http://www.
gospelministry.org/gmi_property/property.php. 
Gospel Ministries will consider reasonable offer. 
Contact Pastor Richard Gates, 618-833-7344 
email: tecno1844@gospelministry.org.  [11]

PRIVATE WOODED PARADISE: Deer Lodge, 
TN custom log home on 9.22 acres. 1640 
square feet, 2 car log garage, 3 other buildings, 
SDA church 2 miles, academy 30 minutes 
away. Call 931-863-5324 or 931-200-3858; 
rustywheels@twlakes.net.  [11, 12]

COUNTRY HOME – 3 bed, 2 bath, sunroom, 
1.84 acres near Gordon Hospital, conference 
office, academy, grade school. $124,900.00. 
706-602-2887. Calhoun, Ga.  [11]

NEWLY RENOVATED COUNTRY RENTAL 
HOME near Tryon, NC. Large living/dining/
kitchen area and utility room. 2 bedroom, 2 
baths, den. Furniture optional. Winter mountain 
view, garden area, well water with hand pump, 
new wood-burning stove. Storage area, yard-
work, and trash removal provided. Deposit and 
references. 828-863-2149.   [11]

RETIRE TO THE COUNTRY in a small mobile 
home park in central Kentucky. 2 bedroom 

PROPERTY AVAILABLE

COLLEGEDALE GUESTHOUSE.  1.5 
bedrooms fully equipped condo w/kitchen 
and laundry, no steps, huge deck, secluded 
woodland setting. “Absolutely delightful” say 
guests. $60/night for two (2-night minimum). 
Roger King, 423-236-4688. See pictures at 
www.rogerkingrentals.com.   ©

QUIET OAKS ASSISTED LIVING in 
Graysville, TN (45 miles from SAU) 25 acre 
mountain estate is surrounded by state park and 
walking trails. Our licensed home offers private 

How to Submit Your Advertising
(1) Have your pastor or a local church elder 

write “Approved” and his signature on the sheet 
of paper containing the advertisement, (2) write 
your name and address on the same sheet, (3) 
specify how many times the ad is to run, (4) 
send the approved ad to your conference office 
6 weeks in advance of the publication date and 
(5) don’t forget to enclose payment in full for each 
month the ad is to run. Make checks payable to 
SOUTHERN UNION.

RATES: Southern Union: $40 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $45 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word 
beyond 45. Out of Union: $50 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $55 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.50 per word 
beyond 45. Accepted as space is available. Ads 
may run in successive months as space permits.

SOUTHERN TIDINGS makes every reason-
able effort to screen all advertising, but in no 
case can the periodical assume responsiblity for 
advertisements appearing in its columns, or for 
typographical errors.
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mobile homes for rent. Plenty of area for 
a garden and pets. Rent: $250-$350. Call 
270-879-6789 or 270-230-5063, or email for 
pictures: wa6dhs@aol.com.  [11]

MOUNTAIN PROPERTY FOR SALE – 20 
acres of undeveloped wooded, rolling land on 
top of Monteagle, Tennessee. Great location for 
country living in a pleasant rural environment. 
Small SDA church nearby. Property must sell 
as one tract. Call 978-368-4198 or 978-549-
2477.  [11]

ROYSTON, GA HOME WITH ACREAGE – 
10.54 acre farm, 2820 square foot home: 3 
bed, 3 bath, 2 level, open floor plan. Finished 
basement in-law suite. Fenced with barn 4 
miles from I-85. Near Toccoa Falls College and 
Emmanuel College. $199,000. Jenny Lane, 
ReMax Complete: 706-255-9625.  [11]

MOVING TO GLAA? 3 Bedroom, 1 bath on 
1.17 acres 6.5 miles east of Cedar Lake on 
M46. $60,000. 423-386-5361.  [11]

WELL-ESTABLISHED BUSINESS FOR SALE. 
The price for this mobile fire extinguisher sales 
and service business in northeast TN includes a 
van, equipment, and training. Unlimited income 
and witnessing potential. Serious calls only. 
423-727-1988.  [11, 12]

PRIVATE FARM on The Cumberland Plateau! 
36.85 rolling acres partially wooded & field. All 
fenced with spring fed pond. 2486 square foot 
home includes 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, plus 4 car 
garage and 672 square foot apartment above. 
Tammy Thayer 423-645-9621 Realty Specialists 
423-238-7325. www.4RealtySpecialists.com.  
[11]

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

LAURELBROOK ADACEMY NEEDS YOU: 
Positions open are Director of Nursing, RNs, 
LPNs, CNAs, Cooks, Greenhouse/Garden 
Manager, and Construction Staff.   Housing 
and stipend provided. Located in the beautiful 
mountains of Dayton, TN and only 60 miles from 
SAU.  Contact Roger Westfall at 423-775-0771; 
or email maudie.westfall@gmail.com. [11-1]

PHYSICIAN OPPORTUNITIES IN NORTH 
GEORGIA. Gordon Hospital is seeking Board 
Certified/Board Eligible Internal Medicine 
physicians. Live within a beautiful southern 
community which offers a gorgeous Adventist 
hospital (www.gordonhospital.com), brand 
new Adventist elementary school (www.
cobleschool.com), and first class Adventist high 
school (www.gcasda.org). Southern Adventist 
University within a 45 minute drive (www.
southern.edu). Contact bonnie.shadix@ahss.
org, 800-264-8642.  [11, 12]

Beautiful Adventist Hospital located 
in North Georgia is seeking Board Certified/
Board Eligible OBGYN. Join a highly respected, 
busy private practice. Excellent income 
guarantee. Excellent benefits. Outstanding 
Adventist schools within community. Southern 

University within a 45-minute drive. For more 
information contact bonnie.shadix@ahss.org, 
or call 800-264-8642. www.gordonhospital.
com.  [11, 12]

ADVENTIST HEALTH SYSTEM  needs 
registered nurses and physical therapists. 
Do you want to be a part of “Extending the 
Healing Ministry of Christ”?   Email David 
Gordon at david.gordon@ahss.org or call 407-
975-3792! [11, 12]

JELLICO COMMUNITY HOSPITAL in beautiful 
Jellico, TN is looking for physicians in the 
following specialties: Orthopedic, Cardiology, 
Pediatrics, OB/GYN or FP/OB. The hospital 
is also hiring nurses in Med Surg., OB, ICU 
and Surgery. For more information please 
contact: Jason Dunkel at 423-784-1187 or 
jason.dunkel@ahss.org.  [11-7]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks 
two professors for an expanding Biology/Allied 
Health department. Searching for PhD’s with 
strengths in Genetics/Cell and Molecular 
biology, Anatomy and Physiology, and 
Origins. D esire Adventist scientist holding 
a short-term interpretation of creation and 
committed to involvement with undergraduate 
student research and learning.  Send CV, 
statement of teaching philosophy, and 3 
references to:  Keith Snyder, Biology Search 
Committee Chair,  Southern Advent ist 
University, Box 370, Collegedale, TN  37315; 
Phone:  423-236-2929; Fax: 423-236-1926; 
email: kasnyder@southern.edu.  [11]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
seeks half-time professor to teach freshman 
writing. A top candidate will hold at least a 
master’s degree in writing, will demonstrate a 
commitment to integrating faith and learning, 
and be a Seventh-day Adventist Church 
member in good standing. E ach applicant 
should provide a CV and a statement of how 
he/she integrates teaching and Christian 
faith. Send materials to Jan Haluska, English 
Department Chair, P.O. Box 370, Collegedale, 
TN 37315-0370, or haluska@southern.edu.  
Application deadline is January 1, 2011.  [11]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
seeks Nurse Practitioner faculty member 
to join our progressive, mission-focused, 
graduate team. Candidate must hold current 
family or adult NP certification, and have 
current clinical experience. Requisite qualities 
additionally include interest in research, 
successful teaching experience, enthusiasm, 
flexibility, and commitment to nursing and 
SDA education. Successful candidate must 
be a Seventh-day Adventist Church member 
in good standing. E ducational requirements 
include earned doctorate; MSN may be 
considered. Immediate opening (winter 2011). 
Send curriculum vitae or inquiries to Dr. Holly 
Gadd, Graduate Program Coordinator, hgadd@
southern.edu. SAU School of Nursing, PO Box 
370, Collegedale, TN 37315.  [11-1]

THE BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES DEPARTMENT 
of Andrews University is seeking a part 

time faculty, Assistant Professor of Family 
Studies, to lead and develop a family studies 
program. Candidate must have masters degree 
in social science and teaching experience at 
the college level.  For information and to apply 
please visit:   http://www.andrews.edu/HR/
emp_jobs_faculty.cgi.  [11]

ASSISTANT HERDSMAN needed at Andrews 
University. O pportunity includes managing 
the milking parlor on a 650 cow commercial 
dairy, ensuring proper milking, cow handling, 
cow treatments, calving assistance, etc... 
Candidate must have degree in Dairy Science 
or related field and minimum 2 years dairy 
experience. I nterested individuals apply at: 
http://www.andrews.edu/hr/emp_jobs_hourly.
cgi.  [11]

SOUTHWESTERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
seeks Ph.D. prepared biologists for spring, 
2011.  Looking for talented, committed SDA 
creationist who is able to inspire students 
in classroom and in research. T eaching 
assignments are negotiable in a 5-person 
department. Contact Dr. Suzanne Phillips, 
Chair, Biology. SWAU, Keene, TX   817-202-
6274 or suzannephillips@swau.edu.  [11]

UNION COLLEGE seeks chair/director of 
BS nursing program. Responsibilities include 
strategic planning, curricular assessment, 
faculty development, and support of college 
activities. Nebraska state licensure, teaching 
experience, and doctoral degree or ongoing 
study required. Contact Charlotte Schober, 
interim chair, chschobe@ucollege.edu.  [11, 12]
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UNION COLLEGE seeks Academic Director 
for its Master of Physician Assistant Studies 
program. Responsibilities include curricular 
analysis, teaching, and evaluation. Graduate 
degree, NCCPA certification, and 3 years 
clinical experience required. Contact Michael 
Huckabee, PhD, PA-C, Program Director, 
paprog@ucollege.edu.  [11, 12]
 
URGENTLY NEEDED: Missionary-minded 
families to relocate to the “heart” of Appalachia 
in Harlan, Kentucky. Excellent opportunity for 
self-employed or retired persons. Enjoy country 
living while helping a small church with outreach 
evangelism. We are opening a new community 
service center to provide hope in a poverty-
stricken area. Contact Pastor Mykal Ringstaff 
by phone: 606-573-6506 or cell 269-277-4592. 
You may write the pastor at: 594 Ivy Hill, Harlan, 
KY 40831.  [11]
 
PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITY – Mentally 
challenged Adventist adults need a group 
home or day program where they can maintain 
their identity and live their lifestyle. If you are 
interested in partnering with someone to start 
one for your loved ones or others, please call 
Carrie at 334-855-3263.  [11]

AMAZING FACTS seeks a Ministry Partner 
Relations Associate who possesses strong 
interpersonal skills and who loves the Lord, 
loves evangelism, and loves people. Must have 
the ability to communicate well one on one and 
to larger groups, be proficient with computers 
and have excellent written communications 
skills. This job requires extended times of travel 
visiting partners. Interested parties should email 
their resume and cover letter to the HR Director 
Danny Kwon at dkwon@amazingfacts.org or 
call 916-209-7203.  [11]

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

BOOKS – More than 250,000 new and used 
Adventist books in stock at www.LNFBooks.
com. Looking for a publisher? Free review of 
your manuscript. Call 1-800-367-1844 or visit  
www.TeachServices.com.  [11, 12]

ADVENTIST SATELLITE SYSTEMS – For 
sales & installation in the Atlanta area, call Kaz 
Sanocki, 404-791-3093.  [11]

DON’T WAIT UNTIL YOU ARE SICK! IMMUNE 
AMMUNITION helps your immune system fight 
virus, bacteria, fungus, and inflammation. Order 
Now. Be ready! Vegan Vitamin D and nutritional 
supplements also available. www.bonherbals.
com. 423-238-7467. bonnie@bonherbals.
com. Bon Herbals and Wonderful Things, Inc. 
PO Box 1038, Collegedale, TN 37315. [11] 

BORN TO WIN SOULS – a moving life story 
of Pastor W. C. Scales, Sr, is part of the 
Scales Legacy Package which also includes a 
collection of his inspirational poetry and music. 
To order or learn more, contact Real Truth 
Associates. Phone: 205-276-1906, online: www.
realtruthassociates.com. [11-2]
 

MISCELLANEOUS

SINGLE AND OVER 40? Stay home and meet 
new friends in USA, only interracial group for 
Adventist singles over 40. For information, send 
large self-addressed stamped envelope to ASO-
40, 2747 Nonpareil, Sutherlin, OR 97479.  ©

AdventistSingles.org Free 14-day Trial! Join 
thousands of Adventist singles online. Free 
chat, search, profiles, match notifications! 
Adventist owners since 1993. Visit www.
ElliotDylan.com for the Undercover Angels 
series of novels for Christian teens that build 
on Biblical principles and encourage integrity. 
Great Sabbath reading and gifts!  ©

www.AdventistContact.com – successfully 
matching single Adventists since 1974.  We’re 
the original dating ministry for Adventists. We 
endeavor to be the best! Will you be our next 
success story? Still alone? Why? Join now! 
See what’s free! Tell your friends. Married 
through Contact? Submit your stories/photos: 
success@adventistcontact.com.  [11]

ARE YOU MOVING SOON?  Before you rent an 
U-Haul and do it yourself, check our price and 
save yourself the hassle. Plan now and reserve 
a time slot. Fast, direct, and economical. 
Contact Gary Erhard, Erhard Furniture, 610 
South Mechanic Street, Berrien Springs, 
MI; 49103; 269-471-7366 or 248-890-5700, 
evenings 8-11 p.m.  ©

RELOCATING?  Apex Moving & Storage has 
a national account contract with the General 
Conference for your moving needs. Take 
advantage of a volume rated discount. Be 
assured you are moving with the BEST!  Call 
Marcy Dante’ at 800-766-1902; or visit us at: 
www.apexmoving.com/adventist.  [11-2]

RV’s!! Adventist owned and operated RV 
dealership has been helping SDA’s for over 
30 years.  Huge inventory of new and used 
trailers and motorhomes. Jayco, Newmar and 
Hurricane. Courtesy airport pickup and on-site 
hookups. Call toll-free 1-888-933-9300. Lee’s 
RV, Oklahoma City. www.leesrv.com or e-mail 
Lee Litchfield at Lee@leesrv.com.  ©

WILDWOOD VEGAN COOKING SEMINAR: 
Intensive 14-day seminar focusing on total 
vegetarian food preparation, nutritional 
insights, and more. N ov. 28-Dec. 12, 2010. 
Site: Wildwood Health Retreat, Iron City, 
TN.  Cost: $575 per person (includes room, 
vegan meals). Contact: Darlene Keith: 
931-724-6706, email: darlenekeith@gmail.
com, www.wildwoodhealthretreat.org.  [11] 
 
WILDWOOD COUNTRY LIVING SEMINAR: 
Intensive 7-day seminar focusing on country 
living and practical skills. D ec. 12-19, 2010. 
Morning and evening devotionals focus on 
last day events: The Coming Crisis, Sunday 
Law, Leaving the Cities, Loud Cry, Latter 
Rain, Sifting and Shaking, Close of Probation, 
Jacob’s Trouble, Seven Last Plagues, Second 
Coming. Site: Wildwood Health Retreat, Iron 

City, TN. Cost: $279 (Includes room, vegan 
meals). Contact: Darlene Keith: 931-724-
6706, email: darlenekeith@gmail.com, www.
wildwoodhealthretreat.org.  [11]

PLANNING AN EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
OR HEALTH SEMINAR? Have questions? 
Need affordable, professionally prepared 
handbills, brochures, signs, banners, and 
mailing services? Call free, 800-274-0016 and 
ask for HOPE Customer Service or visit www.
hopesource.com. You deserve the best with 
confidence and peace of mind. Your friends at 
Hamblin’s HOPE deliver on-time.  [11, 12]

AdventistEvanglism.com – your #1 source 
for seminar handbills and brochures. If you 
are considering a community outreach series 
in your area we can help you design, print, 
and mail your invitations. Call Color Press toll 
free at 1-800-222-2145 and ask for Janet or 
Lorraine.  [11-1]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY offers 
master’s degrees in business, counseling, 
education, nursing, religion and social work. 
Flexibility is provided through online and 
on-campus programs. Financial aid may 
be available. For more information, call 
423-236-2585 or visit www.southern.edu/
graduatedegrees.  [11, 12]

ELDERLY CARE AVAILABLE for ambulatory 
lady in SDA home in beautiful Orange Beach, 
Alabama. Private bedroom, bathroom shared 
with elderly mother, wholesome meals with 
family, laundry and necessary transportation 
provided. 865-806-3046.  [11]

HERITAGE SINGERS, celebrating their 40th 
anniversary, are now taking concert invitations 
for fundraisers and special church events. Call 
Max Mace at 530-622-6369 to book a 2011 
concert while there are still available dates.  
[11, 12]

VACATION IN KAUAI, Hawaii at Kahili Mountain 
Park – tropical paradise with affordable lodging. 
Proceeds support Adventist school. Inquire 
about volunteer or mission trip rates and home 
school programs. Furnished cabins from $45-
$100, 2-5 bedroom homes from $120-$200. 
Near popular beaches/attractions. Pictures: 
www.kahilipark.org. Brochure/rates: info@
kahilipark.org. 808-742-9921.  [11-10]

LOOKING FOR A NEW, inexpensive health 
program for your church but don’t have a lot of 
time? Consider the Full Plate Diet Weight Loss 
Program created by Lifestyle Center of America 
doctors. E ight one-hour sessions perfect for 
small groups. G reat stand-alone program or 
follow up after CHIP.  www.FullPlateDiet.org, 
800-681-0797.  [11-4]
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Carolina
Community Services Retreat – 
Nov. 12-14. Nosoca.
Health Expo – Nov. 14. Mills 
River, NC, Church.
Unity in the Community Rally
Nov. 19. Immanuel Temple 
Adventist Church, Durham, NC. 
Nov. 20. Raleigh Adventist 
Church. Details: 919-851-1302.
Walk Through Bethlehem 
– Dec. 3-5,10-11, 6-8:30 pm. 
Kernersville, NC, Church.
Special Guest Steve Arrington 
– Dec. 11. Spartanburg, SC, 
Church.
Lay-Pastoral Assistant/Elders’ 
Certification Program – Dec. 
11, 12. Greenville, NC. 704-596-
3200 to register.

Florida
Complete calendar online – 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/calendar.html
Florida Pathfinder events – 
http://www.floridapathfinders.
com/ or call 407-644-5000 x127.
Singles’ Ministries events 
and mailing list information. 
Spiritual study groups, fellowship 
dinners, outings, and more. 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/family/, djmiller4000@gmail.
com, or 407-703-3050.
North Florida Oakwood 
University Alumni Chapter – 
membership information and 
event listings for Oakwood 
alumni in Florida. Details: http://
www.oakwoodalumninfl.org/, 
oakwoodalumninfl@gmail.com, 
888-719-7776, or 904-616-1896.
Florida Hospital DeLand 
Support Groups – Florida 
Hospital DeLand offers a variety 
of support. Details available 
under the “Support Groups” link 
in the “Patients and Visitors” box 
at http://www.fhdeland.org/
Spanish-language Family 
Retreat – Nov. 25-28. Camp 
Kulaqua, High Springs. Details: 
407-644-5000 x138.
Florida Adventist Book Center 
– Winter Park: 877-55-FLABC 
(877-553-5222). Miami: 305-805-
9900. High Springs: 386-454-
7956. Shop online: http://www.
floridaconference.com/abc/ or 
order by e-mail: FloridaABC@
floridaconference.com
Florida Adventist Bookmobile 
Schedule
Dec. 4. Maranatha in Miami 

Gardens.
Dec. 5. Ft. Lauderdale, 
Lauderhill, Pompano Beach, 
West Palm Beach Spanish, 
Jupiter-Tequesta.
Dec. 11. St. Petersburg.
Dec. 12. Clearwater, New Port 
Richey, Spring Hill, Brooksville, 
East Pasco in Zephyrhills.
Planned Giving Clinics and 
Seminars
Dec. 4. Stark.
Dec. 4. Clearwater Spanish.
Dec. 18. Wauchula.
Feb. 19.2011. Avon Park.
Ambassador Church 
Evangelism Series – Jan. 
7-29. Ambassador Church, 
Lauderdale Lakes. Details: 
evangelismproject_amsda@
eccgroup.net or 954-733-0607.

Georgia-Cumberland
Complete calendar online – 
www.gccsda.com
Pathfinder Teen Challenge – 
Nov. 5-7. Cohutta Springs Youth 
Camp, Crandall, GA.
ShareHim Training – Nov. 5, 6.
“Sweet Expectations” 
Marriage Retreat – Nov. 12-14. 
Winshape Retreat, Rome, GA.
Health Rally – Nov. 20. Hixson, 
TN.
Pathfinder Teen Leadership 
Training – Dec. 3-5. Cohutta 
Springs Youth Camp, Crandall, 
GA.
Prayer Ministry Day – Dec. 4. 
Thomasville, GA, Church.
Handel’s Messiah Community 
Sing-Along – Dec. 19. 3:00 p.m. 
Chattanooga, TN, First Church.

Gulf States
Complete Calendar online: 
http://www.gscsda.org 
Honors Weekend – Nov. 12-14. 
Camp Alamisco. 
Elders Training – Nov. 19-21. 
Camp Alamisco.
Elders’ and Deacons’ Meeting – 
Dec. 3-5. Camp Alamisco.
Executive Committee – Dec. 7. 
Conference Office.

Kentucky-
Tennnessee
Conference Association Board
Dec. 8, 2010, Jan. 25, 2011
Conference Executive 
Committee
Dec. 8, 2010, Jan. 25, 2011
Highland and Madison 

Academy Boards
Nov. 11, 2010, Jan. 20, 2011
Highland Academy Youth 
Rally – Nov. 12-13, 2010. 
Highland Academy
West Tennessee Festival of 
Faith – Mar. 5, 2011. Memphis, 
TN
Eastern Kentucky Camp 
Meeting – Mar 11-12, 2011. 
Prestonsburg, KY
Kentucky-Tennessee Music 
Festival – Mar. 17-19, 2011. 
Highland Academy
Family Prayer Conference – 
April 8-9, 2011. Indian Creek 
Camp
Pastors-Elders Conference – 
April 15-17, 2011. Indian Creek 
Camp
Camp Meeting (Anglo) – May 
27-June 4, 2011. Highland 
Academy
Camp Meeting (Spanish) – 
June 10-11, 2011. Highland 
Academy
 
Southern Adventist 
University
Piano Concert with Aaron 
Diehl – Nov. 3.
ACROFEST – Nov. 10-13.
PreviewSouthern – Nov. 11, 12.
Pierson Lectureship – Nov. 12.
Symphony Orchestra Concert 
– Nov. 14.
Cowboy Jubilee – Nov. 21.
Thanksgiving Break – Nov. 
24-28.
Symphony Orchestra Concert 
– Nov. 28.
Christmas on the Promenade 
– Nov. 30.

Announcements
Southern Union Prayer 
Ministries met in March to 

establish and implement goals 
with the conferences. These 
are the goals: Southern Union 
churches to become houses 
of prayer for all people; Unity 
through communication and 
prayer partnering among all 
churches; Encourage more 
prayer rallies, prayer days, 
weeks of prayer, in every church; 
Plan and implement children’s 
prayer conference; Encourage 
families to establish family 
altars; and Encourage families 
to establish time and place for 
personal prayer.

Cave Mill Church, Bowling 
Green, KY, Homecoming 
– Nov. 5, 6. Speaker: Paul 
Cannon. Details: 270-618-
0342 or website: cavemillsda.
org.

Naples Adventist Christian 
School – Nov. 12-14. 40th 
Anniversary. Current and former 
teachers, students, and parents 
are invited. Details: www.
naplesACS.org or 239-261-6227.

Valley Grande Adventist 
Academy Alumni Association 
– April 1-3. Invites all former 
faculty, staff, and students to 
our annual Alumni Weekend. 
All honor class years ending 
in 6 or 1 (2006, 2001, etc.).  
Details: www.vgaa.org or contact 
Suzanna Facundo: sfacundo@
hotmail.com.

		N  ov. 5	N ov. 12	N ov. 19	N ov. 26	D ec. 3	D ec. 10
 	Atlanta, GA	 5:41	 5:36	 5:32	 5:30	 5:29	 5:30
	 Charleston, SC	 5:24	 5:20	 5:16	 5:14	 5:13	 5:14
	 Charlotte, NC	 5:24	 5:18	 5:14	 5:12	 5:11	 5:12
	 Collegedale, TN	 5:41	 5:36	 5:32	 5:29	 5:28	 5:29
	H untsville, AL	 4:48	 4:42	 4:38	 4:36	 4:35	 4:36
	 Jackson, MS	 5:06	 5:01	 4:58	 4:56	 4:55	 4:56
	 Louisville, KY	 5:38	 5:32	 5:27	 5:24	 5:23	 5:23
	M emphis, TN	 5:01	 4:55	 4:51	 4:49	 4:48	 4:49
	M iami, FL	 5:36	 5:33	 5:30	 5:29	 5:30	 5:31
	M ontgomery, AL	 4:50	 4:46	 4:42	 4:40	 4:40	 4:41
	N ashville, TN	 4:46	 4:40	 4:36	 4:33	 4:32	 4:33
	O rlando, FL	 5:37	 5:33	 5:30	 5:29	 5:29	 5:30
	W ilmington, NC	 5:14	 5:09	 5:05	 5:03	 5:02	 5:03

Sunset
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December 6-9
More information:
1-407-257-6847
southernunion.com/evangelism

Every Year is a Year
of Evangelism!

Inspiration, training, and relaxation geared 
for full-time, lay, pastor evangelists, 

and conference administrators.

Southern Union Evangelism Council


