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Vantage Point

Answers and hope are sometimes found in the strangest places. This past De-
cember I was one of 14 journalists who had the privilege of visiting Israel as a guest 
of the Israeli government. After several deeply spiritual days of eagerly visiting Jop-
pa, Caesarea, Megiddo, Cana, Nazareth, Capernaum, and sites around Jerusalem, our 
guide led us to a memorial that filled me with a sense of dread — Yad Vashem, the 
holocaust museum. Movies and previous visits to holocaust memorials always stoked 
smoldering anger and lingering pain in my heart over man’s inhumanity to man. I 
did not want to lose the inspiration I gained from walking in the steps of Jesus while 
trudging back through ghastly reminders of the racial hatred that scars our pasts and 
our persons.

I expressed my reluctance and reasons to our guide, Tsion ben David, who em-
pathized but encouraged me to try it. Then, “If it was too painful, turn around and 
come out.”

With deep apprehension I entered the winding corridor that slowly descended 
into the heart of the memorial. Each step passed walls that retraced the roots and 
rise of anti-semitic hatred, a supremacist mindset, open hostility, neutrality, and the 
indifference that paved the way for the holocaust. One poignant note by a German 
pastor read, “They came for the Communists and I did not object for I was not com-
munist. They came for the socialists ... the Jews ... and I did not object .... When they 
came for me, there was no one left to object” (Martin Niemöller).

The exhibits then chronicled the terror, humiliation, forced labor, deportations, 
death camps, and exterminations of the holocaust, and end at a huge pile of shoes 
once worn by those killed in the ovens. 

From that low point, the winding corridor began a slow ascent through exhibits 
that revealed something I had never seen in any other holocaust museum or memori-
al. These walls, letters, and photos now portrayed how Jews as individuals, families, 
and a nation have risen from the ashes of Auschwitz to rebirth and renewal, from 
being victims to victors.

Two things surfaced for me in Yad Vashem: first, a conviction that no one can 
afford to be neutral or indifferent to injustice. We are our brother’s keeper. Second, I 
began to sense hope and see anew the possibility for a creative response to injustice. 

Smoldering anger over the past does not have to burn away the love we need 
for today. Those of us who have suffered at the hand of hatred and indifference to 
our plight can move beyond pain to forgiveness and full engagement in love and life 
again. How? I saw the answer in Yad Vashem. It is possible as we personally learn 
from the past, educate the world about the past and the possibilities of the present, 
choose to love all mankind, give of ourselves even in the face of risk, commemo-
rate how God has led us, and connect and hold a firm faith in a promised future. As 
Christians we find this in Jesus. Then, like Joseph, we can be “fruitful in the land of 
… affliction,” Genesis 41:52.

When I walked out of the museum, the ceiling swung up and outward to a 
magnificent view of the Judean valley. At first the sky over the valley was covered 
by clouds, but then the sun’s rays broke through and shown a light over the valley. 
Pointing to the valley, Tsion ben David exclaimed, “See this valley? See the emerging 
cities? This is our revenge.” The best victory over pain is rebirth, renewal, and a life 
committed to love. 

R. Steven Norman III
Southern Union 
Communication 
Director

Guest Editorial

Getting Beyond Pain



A u g u s t  2 0 1 1  •  T I D I N G S        3

Features

18 Adventist Health System
20 Carolina
22 Florida
24 Georgia-Cumberland
26 Gulf States
28 Kentucky-Tennessee
30 South Atlantic
32 South Central
33 Southern Adventist University
34 Southeastern
36 Obituaries 
44 Classified Advertising
47 Events Calendar

Contents

N
ew

s
11

4

10

12

14

13

15

17

Volume 105, No. 8, August 2011
The Southern Tidings is the Official 

Publication of the Southern Union 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists 

SOUTHERN UNION CONFERENCE
3978 Memorial Drive • Mail Address 

P.O. Box 849, Decatur, Georgia 30031 
Telephone (404) 299-1832
www.southernunion.com 

Staff
Editor  R. STEVEN NORMAN III

Editorial Assistant  IRISENE DOUCE
Circulation  BOBBIE MIllBURN
Advertising NATHAN ZINNER
Production  COllEGE PRESS

Layout  BRIAN WIEHN

Contributing Editors 
Adventist Health System   JUlIE ZAIBACk

Carolina   RON QUICk

CREATION Health   lYNEll lAMOUNTAIN

Florida   MARTIN BUTlER
Florida Hospital College   ERIC CADIENTE

Georgia-Cumberland   TAMARA WOlCOTT FISHER
Gulf States   BECkY GRICE 

Hispanic   MARIEl lOMBARDI
Kentucky-Tennessee   MARVIN lOWMAN

Oakwood University   MICHElE SOlOMON
South Atlantic   JAMES lAMB

South Central   MICHAEl HARPE
Southeastern   ROBERT HENlEY

Southern Adventist University   RAINEY PARk

Conference/Institution Directory 
CAROlINA (704) 596-3200

  P.O. Box 44270, Charlotte, NC 28215
FlORIDA (407) 644-5000

  P.O. Box 2626, Winter Park, Fl 32790-2626
GEORGIA-CUMBERlAND (706) 629-7951

  P.O. Box 12000, Calhoun, GA 30703-7001
GUlF STATES (334) 272-7493

  P.O. Box 240249, Montgomery,  Al 36117. 
kENTUCkY-TENNESSEE (615) 859-1391

  P.O. Box 1088, Goodlettsville, TN 37070-1088
SOUTH ATlANTIC (404) 792-0535

  P.O. Box 92447, M.B., Sta., Atlanta, GA 30314
SOUTH CENTRAl (615) 226-6500

  P.O. Box 24936, Nashville, TN 37202
SOUTHEASTERN (352) 735-3142

  P.O. Box 1016, Mt. Dora, Fl 32756-0056
ADVENTIST HEAlTH SYSTEM (407) 975-1400

 111 North Orlando Ave., Winter Park,
 Fl 32789-3675

FlORIDA HOSPITAl COllEGE OF
HEAlTH SCIENCES (800) 500-7747

 671 Winyah Drive., Orlando, Fl 32803
OAkWOOD UNIVERSITY (256) 726-7000

 7000 Adventist Blvd., Huntsville, Al 35896
SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY

(800) SOUTHERN
 P.O. Box 370, Collegedale, TN 37315-0370

SOUTHERN TIDINGS Volume 105 Number 8, August 2011.  
Published monthly by the Southern Union. Free to all mem-
bers. POSTMASTER: send changes of address to Southern 

Tidings, P.O. Box 849, Decatur, GA  30031

idouce@southernunion.com

SOUTHERN

South Atlantic Opens New 
Camp Villas

The Leap Toward 
Maturity in Christ

Helping to Make Health 
Care in Haiti Safer

A Reluctant Worker, 
$12,000 Worth of Literature

Mortgage Burning, Induction 
Held Same Day

Why Join SAC?

Back to School

Walking the Walk
FHCHS Makes Mission Service a Priority

Front Cover: Sara Hueneke (left); Mike Tran; Kurt Jones, M.D.; Les Steele, physician as-
sistant; Christina Madill; Ashley Mandeville; and Kayla Colon outside in the courtyard of the 
Clinica American De Juliaca in Peru.

www.southernunion.com


FHCHS Makes Mission Service a Priority

theWalk
BY ERIC CADIENTE

Walking

Cover Feature

4       T I D I N G S  •  A u g u s t  2 0 1 1    



The Seventh-day Adventist 
Church has a rich tradition of orga-
nizing mission trips to various parts 
of the globe. The mission trips are 
often undertaken for a variety of 
reasons — medical, educational, 
or ministerial — but the underly-
ing theme throughout the years has 
always been one of serving others in 
a manner similar to how Christ lived 
his life while on Earth. At Florida 
Hospital College of Health Sciences 
(FHCHS), that tradition of mission 
and service is alive and well.

At FHCHS, students, faculty, 
and staff are able to participate in 
multiple mission trips throughout 
the year. Whether traveling halfway 
around the globe to Russia or the 
Ukraine, assisting in a medical mis-
sion in latin America or the Carib-
bean, or assisting the underprivi-
leged and underserved here within 
the United States, FHCHS students 
are able to impact the lives of those 
they meet while continuing to grow 
as individuals. 

The longest running mission 
endeavor at FHCHS is one orga-
nized by Health and Biomedical 
Sciences Department chair Ann 
Vining, Ed.D., and her husband, 
David. The Russian/Ukrainian trips 
have been ongoing since 1999, and 
came about while David Vining was 
on a mission trip to Siberia where 
he met representatives from Zaokski 
University (a sister Adventist Univer-
sity in Russia). They told him of an 
endeavor in which they were trying 
to raise money to benefit children’s 
homes in their area. Unlike the 
United States, Russia does not have 
a foster system, and in its place the 
formation of children’s homes has 
arisen. Unlike orphanages, approxi-
mately 60 percent of the children 
at these homes have living fam-
ily members, but have been taken 
away by the state because of various 
reasons such as having a mother in 
jail, abuse, or abandonment. Due to 
the scarcity of money and resources, 
many of the children lack coats, 
hats, gloves, scarves, toys, and even 
undergarments. 

Upon hearing the plight of these 
children, Vining and her husband 
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immediately started planning a 
mission trip to visit the children’s 
homes in Russia. Their endeavor to 
reach the children of Russia and the 
Ukraine has been ongoing for 12 
years. Due to recent changes in the 
political climate, FHCHS has been 
working with another Adventist 
college, the Ukrainian Academy of 
Arts and Sciences. The last two mis-
sion visits have moved to children’s 
homes in the Ukraine, but funds 
are still sent to the children’s homes 
in Russia that FHCHS has visited in 
the past. Oftentimes, the assistance 
is extended to the children in the 
local area as well. During the course 
of the visits, Vining and her hus-
band have shipped or purchased 
more than 15,000 coats, 30,000 toys, 
10,000 track suits, and countless 
numbers of gloves, hats, and under-
garments.

 “The purpose of what we 
are trying to do in Russia and the 
Ukraine is to tell the children that 
somebody cares for them,” said Ann 
Vining. “We want to help them un-
derstand that they have worth and 
personal value as a child of God.” 
Each mission trip is undertaken 
during the College’s winter break, 
and has always been a life-changing 
event for all involved. A perfect 
example of this is four teenage girls 
in Russia whose grandmother had 
taken them into her home. All four 
have now been baptized into the 
Adventist Church and are attending 
the Adventist high school at Zaok-
ski.

In addition to the Russian/
Ukrainian mission trips, FHCHS has 
participated in the popular “Share-
Him” mission trips in past years as 
well. By the time of this printing, 
a mission trip to Costa Rica will be 
underway that is being organized by 
the campus chaplain, Bill Crofton, 
and his son, Matt. Their organiza-
tion, Mission 517, takes its name 
from 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, 
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new 
has come!”

Chaplain Crofton and his son 
have organized several trips to Costa 
Rica during the last nine years, the 

The group is greeted by clinic staff and folk performers.

Nursing student Loryn Astle smiles for the camera as she makes balloon shapes for the 
children.

Members of Mission 517 assist the teacher in the classroom.
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underlying purpose of each be-
ing education. Working with rep-
resentatives from the Costa Rican 
Ministry of Education, the mission 
reaches out to k-6 children in the 
public schools in the Tamarindo 
area. Open to Adventists and non-
Adventists alike, Mission 517 has 
had all kinds of participants ranging 
from Adventist Academy students, 
Orlando area high school students, 
college students from around the 
country, and entire families. 

“During each mission trip we 
host a Vacation Bible School, teach 
English, incorporate some science 
into the curriculum, host an orga-
nized physical education program, 
and often undertake a beautification 
project such as painting a mural or 
building,” said Crofton. “But most 
of all we hug them, play with them, 
and let them know we love them 
and value them.”  

“These mission trips are rela-
tionship-driven.” states Bill Crofton. 
“Many students stay in contact with 
their Costa Rican friends for years 
afterwards.” The experiences and 
relationships that occur on the trip 
impact not only the local Costa 
Ricans, but the missionaries as well. 
In 2008, two non-Adventist students 
from Boston University approached 
Crofton on the last night of their 
mission trip. After thanking him for 
including them on the trip, they 
told him, “We have to go back and 
evaluate what we are going to do 
with our lives.” After he had heard 
their comment, Crofton was re-
minded of the passage in Ellen G. 
White’s Ministry of Healing, page 43, 
which states, “Christ’s method alone 
will give true success in reaching 
the people. The Savior mingled with 
men as one who desired their good. 
He showed His sympathy for them, 
ministered to their needs, and won 
their confidence. Then He bade 
them, ‘Follow Me.’” 

As a former missionary himself, 
FHCHS president David Greenlaw, 
D.Min., also asked the campus 
chaplains to arrange domestic mis-
sion trips to minister and assist the 
underserved and uninsured within 
the United States. “We shouldn’t just Members of the local Peruvian village greet the mission team in their native attire.

Happy smiles are everywhere on Mission 517 trips.
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focus our efforts overseas when so 
many need help at home,” related 
Crofton. Along with his fellow 
chaplain, Reynold Acosta, Crofton 
arranged for a mission trip to south 
central Florida to work with the un-
derserved and large migrant worker 
population in the state. Future do-
mestic mission trips are also being 
planned for the Appalachia region 
of the United States.

Florida Hospital College’s 
unique relationship with Florida 
Hospital also allows for unparal-
leled mission opportunities for 
students in the institution’s graduate 
Nurse Anesthesia Program (NAP). 
In February of 2011, NAP student 
Christina Madill and FHCHS adjunct 
faculty member Mike Tran, CRNA, 
participated in Florida Hospital’s 
Global Mission Initiatives mission 
trip to Peru. In addition to Madill, 
several FHCHS alumni made the trip 
as well, including nursing gradu-
ate Marshall Moss, and sonography 
graduates Sara Hueneke and kayla 
Colon.  

With visits to lima and Juliaca, 
Peru, Madill found herself assisting 
with surgery in conditions far differ-
ent than the squeaky clean sterile 
environments she was used to. With 
Juliaca situated 13,000 feet above 
sea level, many members of the mis-
sion team battled altitude sickness 
while carrying out their duties. “This 
trip was a personal achievement for 
me,” said Madill. “Not only was I 
able to help the underserved, but I 
grew personally from the experience 
and now have a new appreciation 
for the facilities we, as profession-
als, have, but also as Americans 
living in a country of comparative 
prosperity.” At times, Christina and 
Mike found that they had to fashion 
a surrogate instrument out of the 
existing supplies to accomplish their 
goals during surgery. “This experi-
ence really made me appreciate all 
that we have here in America and 
how fortunate we are to have access 
to the simplest things,” said Madill. 
“But, it gave me confidence in what 
I am able to do. I now know I can 
work under adverse conditions and 
still be able to do what is needed.”

Boys (ages 4-13) from the Segrado Corazon de Jesus Orphanage show their apprecia-
tion of FHCHS nursing alumnus Marshall Moss in Juliaca, Peru. 

Ann Vining (center) visits with administrators of a Ukrainian children’s home.

David (kneeling) and Ann Vining (left) pose with the missionary group from FHCHS.
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While Christina and her team as-
sisted the surgeons in the operating 
room, the other missionaries visited 
orphanages in the region to help 
with basic care and introduce the lo-
cal populace to the fundamentals of 
healthful living. kayla Colon, 2009 
sonography graduate, said, “I think 
I can say I am addicted to helping 
others and offering to lend your 
skills where you can help meet a 
specific need. I enjoy the feeling of 
accomplishment knowing my efforts 
have truly sparked a change.”

In 2010, a group of four nurse 
anesthesia students, led by Susan 
Crider, accompanied members of 
the “Hearts in Motion” mission 
organization in Guatemala that was 
a blend of medical and ministerial 
mission. Working with the local 
hospitals in Zacapa, Crider and her 
group assisted the anesthesiologist 
in the operating rooms. In addition, 
Crider and her classmates felt it was 
important to represent themselves 
in a manner consistent with the mis-
sion and vision of Florida Hospital 
College. Thanks to the contribution 
of many concerned individuals, Su-
san and her classmates were able to 
distribute nearly 50 children’s begin-
ner Bibles written in Spanish. Each 
child beamed with happiness as 
they held their new Bible and prom-
ised Susan that they would read it to 
their siblings and parents.

Not only do FHCHS and Florida 
Hospital mission trips accomplish 
several of the College’s learning out-
come — including caring, commu-
nication, service to the community, 
and professional expertise — but 
they also embody the College’s four 
vision words: Nurture, Excellence, 
Spirituality, and Stewardship. At 
Florida Hospital College of Health 
Sciences, our mission is to blend 
healthcare and ministry, then see 
those come alive in the students, 
faculty, and staff. 

Eric Cadiente is Florida Hospital College 
of Health Sciences director of marketing and 
public relations.

Christina Madill (left) and members of Florida Hospital’s Global Mission Initiatives 
team visited a hospital in Peru.

Members of the Mission 517 pose outside by the school sign in Tamarindo, Costa Rica.

Happy, smiling children welcome the team in Tamarindo, Costa Rica.
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BaCk to SCHool 
Tips for a Successful Year

By DeBRa FRySoN
As a child, did you dread the 

sight of sale flyers with back-to-
school savings? How awful to be 
reminded that it was time to stock 
up on pencils, pens, and notebooks. 
How alarming to realize that all too 
soon summer vacation would be over 
and it would be time to head back to 
school.  While that is no longer your 
worry, perhaps you have children 
who now find themselves in the same 
predicament.  

Ready or not, it’s that time of year 
again.  Here are some tips that may 
help you and your child have a suc-
cessful school year.

Before the School Year Starts
Reestablish bedtime routines that 

may have been relaxed during the 
summer. According to the National 
Sleep Foundation, preschoolers need 
from 11 to 13 hours of sleep each 
night, school-age children need from 
10 to 11 hours, and teens need from 
8.5 to 9.25 hours.  Students will think 
more clearly and function better if 
they have had proper rest.

As summer comes to an end, The 
Association of School Psychologists 
recommends that parents turn off 
the television. They advise that you 
“encourage your child to play quiet 
games, do puzzles, flash cards, color, 
or read as early morning activities in-
stead of watching television. This will 
help ease your child into the learning 
process and school routine.” 

Save money by stocking up on 
school supplies during annual back-

to-school sales, and by taking ad-
vantage of tax-free days. Many states 
have tax-free weekends that allow 
you to purchase school supplies, 
clothing, books, computers, and other 
back-to-school items without having 
to pay sales tax. An Internet search 
for your state’s tax-free weekend will 
reveal scheduled dates and items that 
qualify for tax-free status.

Once the School Year Has Begun
Time and again, research shows 

that parental involvement has a major 
impact on student success in school. 
“When parents are involved students 
have: 

• Higher grades, test scores, 
and graduation rates 

• Better school attendance 
• Increased motivation, better 

self-esteem 
• lower rates of suspension 
• Decreased use of drugs and 

alcohol 
• Fewer instances of violent 

behavior.” 

To be involved, communicate fre-
quently with your children about their 
schoolwork. Ask them about things 
that are going well or that are not 
going so well. Discover in what sub-
jects they excel, or in what subjects 
they struggle. Show an interest in, 
talk positively about, and encourage 
your children regarding schoolwork. 
Provide resources that will help them 
do their best.

Set high expectations. In most 

instances, when parents set realistic 
high expectations, children strive to 
reach them. When children know 
their parents expect them to make 
good grades, they do. When children 
know the expectation is that they 
will go to college, they do. Celebrate 
small successes, so that a desire to do 
one’s best becomes contagious. When 
setbacks occur, teach your children to 
learn from them and to embrace them 
as opportunities for growth.

Parental involvement at school 
and regular communication with 
teachers is also very valuable.  Partici-
pate in school activities and events, 
and become an active member of the 
Home and School Association. Also, 
establish an open line of communica-
tion with your child’s teachers, who 
will appreciate knowing that you are 
concerned about your child’s prog-
ress. Phone calls, email, and visits to 
the classroom are effective ways to 
stay in touch and to show that school 
success is important to you.

While your children may be sad 
to see the care-free days of summer 
come to an end, help them reflect on 
friends and activities they’ve missed 
while they’ve been out of school. 
Encourage them to look forward to a 
new year with excitement in anticipa-
tion of all the things the year has in 
store. Here’s to the start of a success-
ful year!

Debra Fryson is Southern Union 
director of education.

Southern Union Feature
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Why Join SaC?
By Pat HumPHRey

Has anyone ever invited you to 
join the Society of Adventist Commu-
nicators (SAC)? If not, consider this 
your official invitation. Maybe the 
question on your mind right now is, 
“Exactly what is SAC?” Unlike other 
organizations in the world whose 
names bear the title “society,” SAC 
is not some elite or exclusive group. 
On the contrary, SAC is comprised 
of a variety of committed Adven-
tists who have a passion to share 
our message through their unique 
areas of media ministry — whether 
through the printed page, photogra-
phy, television, radio, the Internet, 
social media, music, art, or a host 
of other creative outlets. In short, if 
you are involved in — or want to 
be involved in — communicating to 
others the message of the Adventist 
Church, then you should be a part of 
SAC. 

So what is SAC all about? It’s 
about connecting with other commu-
nication professionals and growing 
from one another’s knowledge, ex-
pertise, and passion for ministry. It’s 
about being enriched and energized 

by attending SAC’s annual conven-
tion and returning home ready to 
put your newly-acquired knowledge 
into action. It’s about networking and 
making new friends — people who 
will become a source of spiritual 
and professional support for years 
to come. If you’re a communication 
professional, it’s about using your 
talents and acquired knowledge 
to mentor a young person.  And if 
you’re a novice, it’s an opportunity to 
connect with a specialist in your field 
whose wise mentoring can help you 
to grow professionally. 

SAC is comprised of people from 
all facets of the communication field, 
including television producers, writ-
ers, editors, graphic designers, Web 
designers, photographers, social me-
dia experts, public relations special-
ists — and the list goes on.  Member-
ship is open to students and working 
professionals who are employed by 
the Church or the secular media, and 
those who are self-employed.

There’s a lot more I could say 
about SAC. But the only way to really 
know what SAC is all about is to join, 

attend an annual convention, and see 
for yourself what a great organization 
it is. For membership information (or 
to register for the 2011 convention), 
please visit www.adventistcommuni-
cator.org and click on the Members 
Only link. I hope to see you (and 
your colleagues) at our next conven-
tion in Chicago, October 20-22, 2011!

Pat Humphrey is associate director 
of communication for the Southwestern 
Union and vice president for recruit-
ment for the Society of Adventist Com-
municators.

SAC Membership 
Has Its Perks!

• Mentor/Mentee Program
• Communication Certification
 Program
• SAC Awards of Excellence
• Job Postings
• Annual Convention
• Networking Opportunities
• Professional Growth

Southern Union Feature

A u g u s t  2 0 1 1  •  T I D I N G S        11

www.adventistcommunicator.org
www.adventistcommunicator.org


12       T I D I N G S  •  A u g u s t  2 0 1 1    

“It has been amazing,” says Jay 
Anders, lay pastor of East Ridge 
Church, who works full-time as an 
engineer administrator. “It is always 
when you look over your shoulder 
that you see God at work. Clearly ev-
ery time we needed something, it was 
provided at just the right moment.”

Anders is referring to the East 
Ridge, Tennessee, mission group of 
about 120 individuals officially join-
ing the sisterhood of churches on 
Sabbath, June 25, 2011. That same 
day they also celebrated paying off 
their mortgage of $240,000 that they 
acquired last November.

“God blesses people for stepping 
out of their comfort zones. Everyone 
has full-time jobs. It is very exciting 
to work with this group,” says Steven 
Grabiner, an East Ridge elder, who 
has worked as a pastor and mission-
ary. Grabiner currently works with 
OCI (Outpost Center International) 
and when he is not traveling, he 
teaches classes and preaches.

Anders said the idea for this 
church came while camping with fam-
ily and friends at Chilhowee in 2008. 
The group originally formed from a 
Sabbath School class at the McDonald 
Road Church, McDonald, Tennessee, 
and chose the East Ridge area to plant 
a church because they saw no Adven-

tist churches in that area.
“In February 2011, we had the 

first baptism in the new building. The 
water could have been a hot tub, 
worse cold,” said Anders. “This spring 
we offered a gardening seminar. You 
know what happens when we offer 
events — storms (snow), we lost 
electricity, and it was difficult to get to 
church. The lord is working. In May 
we had a DVD mailing, got church 
members out. June 2011, building 
now paid off! 160th church GCC – 
quite a ride. No one person. It’s about 
Christ working together, lifting up one 
another. Everybody is receptive and 
willing to help out.” 

laura Curtain is the first member 
who was baptized into the East Ridge 
Church while they were a mission 
group. Curtain had been searching for 
a church to join, and saw this group 
meeting in a location on Spring Creek 
Road. She thought that there could 
not be a wedding every week, and 
went up and asked what was tak-
ing place. Interestingly enough, as a 
“teenager I had a friend who gave me 
Bible studies and taught me things 
about Adventists. I wasn’t allowed 
to go to the Seventh-day Adventist 
church because my family was going 
to a Methodist church,” said Curtain. 
“We were looking and felt a tug and 

push. Normally, I don’t ask; normally, 
I am very shy.”

The East Ridge Church is an ac-
tive house of worship. Their vision 
reads, “To become the kind of church 
described in the Bible, where there is 
relevant teaching, heart-changing wor-
ship, and warm fellowship, earnest 
prayer, and growth in Jesus.”

Rusty Mckee, a member of East 
Ridge, was recently working with East 
Ridge Bible worker Thomas Biehl. 
They went to visit a woman named 
Betty at an assisted living facility 
in East Ridge. While there a friend 
of Betty’s named Gayle walked in. 
After some conversation Gayle asked 
Thomas who he was and what he 
believes. He shared that he was a Sev-
enth-day Adventist, and she said her 
husband was raised an Adventist but 
didn’t go to any church. He did say 
that if there was an Adventist church 
in East Ridge he would go. “They are 
here today. The neatest thing about 
our small church is that it is easier to 
understand that they want everyone 
to get involved.”

“It is always a blessing to see the 
people this church has reached,” said 
Pam Anders, church secretary and 
wife of Jay. “It can be challenging 
here, but our reward is in Heaven.”

Mortgage Burning,
Induction Held Same Day

By tamaRa Wolcott FISHeR

On the same day the East Ridge Company became a church, they also burned the mortgage to their church buildling. Jay Anders 
(first photo, left), lay pastor; David Ruhling, finance chair; Don Gettys, McDonald Road pastor; and Kathy Cobos, treasurer.

Georgia-Cumberland Feature



How many Bible Story sets and 
other message books will $12,000 
buy? Ask Robert Dorman, he knows! 
It is 280 single volumes, or 11 sets 
of Bible Story, Bible Reference with user’s 
guide, God Cares, and one set of Bedtime 
Stories. Is it likely that one literature 
evangelist would sell that many books 
in a single day? Ask Robert Dorman, 
again, and he will tell you no, but 
God can.

Robert, a literature evangelist 
who works in north eastern Alabama, 
was having a bad day. He had not 
sold anything all day, not even a 
MagaBook; in fact the month had not 
been any different. With no sales, and 
trying to meet his financial obliga-
tions, Robert had been tempted the 
night before to go back to work at 
the construction trade. He says, “I had 
an appointment for the next day, an 
obligation to fulfill. I went to the lord 
and asked HIM to confirm my calling 
to the literature work. I told Him I 
wanted a definite sign — before the 
end of the day I wanted to be quali-
fied for the month ($4,500) in sales.”

Robert kept his appointment, but 
the woman wasn’t there. So now he 
was 70 miles away from the area he 

had intended to work. Robert says, 
“As I prepared to work back toward 
my house, I asked the lord’s blessing 
and guidance. I felt impressed to go 
20 miles farther away, and I com-
menced arguing with the lord about 
the gas. He, in His great patience and 
mercy, persisted in directing me until 
HE gained the victory.” 

Arriving at his destination, Robert 
began calling on some very old leads 
and knocking on doors, but the peo-
ple he found at home had no interest. 
Finally, Robert called on a name he 
had been to a couple of times before 
with no one ever home. knocking 
on the door, Robert found an elderly 
widower.

 After visiting with the man, 
Robert asked him if he remembered 
mailing the card about a year ago. 
The man began telling Robert that at 
one time he had a set of the Bible Story 
books in his home. Then the man 
told Robert, “I don’t want you to think 
I’m a religious fanatic or something. 
I just want to share the benefit of the 
books with some other churches.” 
When asked how many churches, the 
man began counting and answered, 
“Six, and one for my sister’s grand-

children.” Robert felt impressed to 
suggest that if the man bought 10 
sets of books, he would get one set 
free. “I can find 10 churches that need 
these,” he agreed. After including, as 
a bonus, the two volumes of God Cares 
with each set as another bonus, Rob-
ert wrote up the order. “I wrote it as 
if it were any other order, though my 
mind was at total awe at the grandeur 
of God,” Robert says.

Robert’s work day wasn’t over 
just because God had brought a 
measure of success, so he continued 
to visit other homes as he worked his 
way home. He visited a home where 
he has just received a lead. The house 
was so poor that they almost had dirt 
floors. Robert concludes, “The Spirit 
of the living God encouraged them 
to buy. They got a half set of Bible 
Stories and The Desire of Ages. Now, my 
hand could hardly write up this order. 
God had tripled my request and had 
shown me the ministry He had guided 
me to is for the wealthiest of the 
wealthy to the poorest of the poor.”

by Rebecca GRice

Gulf States Feature

a Reluctant Worker, 
$12,000 Worth of literature
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There was a 
special, enthusi-
astic spirit during 
the South Atlantic 
Camp Meeting in 
Orangeburg, S.C. 
The constituents 
were greeted with 
brand new hous-
ing units —  the 
River Oaks Villas. 
The four hotel-style 
buildings, consisting 
of 20 rooms each, 
were constructed in 
miracle time of just 
over seven months. 

Three of the 
buildings (60 rooms) 
are complete with 
two queen beds, 
microwave oven, refrigerator, flat-
screen television, and an iron and 
ironing board. Also included in 
the 270-square-foot unit is a van-
ity area with a separate restroom 
and a shower/bathtub combination. 
Twenty rooms in one building are 
designed for junior camp use with 
bunk beds.

An inaugural ribbon-cutting 
ceremony was held on June 11, 
2011. Clarence kegler, who served 
as the the project coordinator, led 
out in the ceremony along with 
the Conference administrators. A 
special thank you was extended to 
Jonathan Walker, who served as the 

project manager.
Vanard Mendinghall, Confer-

ence president, shared with those 
in attendance that this was a dream 
come true. Now the 
Conference con-
stituents will have a 
first-class facility to 
use when they visit 
the campground. 
Various retreats and 
Conference meet-
ings have already 
been scheduled to 
utilize the site.

During the final 
inspection of the 
facilities, one of 

the county build-
ing inspectors was 
overwhelmed with 
what he saw. He 
said, “There is noth-
ing like this in all of 
Orangeburg County. 
You all should be 
very proud of what 
you have done 
here.”

The housing 
project is the third 
phase of the camp-
ground improve-
ment initiative. The 
4,100-seat adult 
pavilion was com-
pleted in 2001, and 
the youth pavilion 
with gymnasium was 

opened in 2006. The debt on both 
pavilions has been liquidated.

SoutH atlantIC 
Opens New Camp Villas

By JameS k. lamB

As the ribbon was cut by the Conference officials, and gently floated to the 
ground, the crowd responded with applause in praise to God.

The new housing units were a welcome addition to the River 
Oaks property in Orangeburg, S.C.

South Atlantic Feature
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Because of her love for the Lord, Ashley 
Frazier (left) declined the opportunity to 
graduate with her class; the ceremony 
was scheduled on the Sabbath. Her sister, 
Rachel Frazier, poses with her.

May 20, 2011, marked a signifi-
cant day in my life as a Seventh-day 
Adventist senior in high school. On 
this day, my beliefs and values were 
tested and tried, and I had to step 
up to the task and stand up for what 
I believed. That Friday was my high 
school graduation, scheduled for 
7:30 that night. The date was made 
at the beginning of the school year 
and was not subject to change. I 
knew that if I attended this momen-
tous occasion, I would be violating 
God’s Sabbath, and it would also 
weaken my relationship with Christ. 

I explained to the school my 
high value of the Sabbath. The 
administrators said they understood 
the situation, but that they were 
unable to change the date, as it 
was already on the diplomas, and 
invitations had been sent. After I 
discussed the situation with my 
school’s academic advisor, he called 
my parents, Albert and Claudette 
Frazier, to try to persuade them to 
let me attend graduation. My parents 
explained that, although they whole-
heartedly supported my decision 
and were in agreement, they had 
given me the liberty to decide for 
myself whether or not I wanted to 
participate in the commencement 
exercises. They further explained 
that my decision was a reflection of 
my personal convictions based on 
what they had taught me and my 
personal relationship with Jesus. 
Following this conversation between 

received recognition for my achieve-
ment through God’s grace, as well 
as received the opportunity to wish 
my classmates farewell without vio-
lating the Sabbath. I was so thankful 
that I stood up for my beliefs, and 
I feel like God called me for such a 
time as this so I could inspire other 
young people to stand up for Christ 
no matter what. 

Because of my high esteem for 
the Sabbath and sharing my faith 
with the academy, the faculty at my 
school wrote an article about me, 
testifying to my strong morals and 
respect for God, my faith, and my 
religion. Though this decision was 
difficult, I wouldn’t have had it any 
other way. I knew ahead of time 
that it would be on this date, and I 
had to choose for myself whether I 
wanted to stand up for my beliefs 
in God or stay with my graduating 
class of 2011 and march on God’s 
Sabbath, and I chose my Savior 
without hesitation. 

Currently, I am preparing to en-
ter the world of college. I am plan-
ning to attend Oakwood University 
in the fall, where I will be majoring 
in political science and minoring 
in theology. Though my path is 
daunting and full of uncertainty, I 
have resolved in my mind and heart 
that no matter what, through God’s 
grace, I will always try to stand for 
principle and my Savior. Thanks be 
unto God who always causes us to 
triumph, (2 Corinthians 2:14). 

my parents and counselor and many 
subsequent conversations with other 
faculty, our family decided that 
the only thing left to do was pray. 
After much prayer and a staunch 
determination to stand in the face 
of adversity, my high school, Uni-
versity Heights Academy (college 
prep), Hopkinsville, kentucky, held 
a special service for me in which all 
of my classmates, their families, and 
my family came to support me as I 
took this giant step in my academic 
career. This service was held several 
hours before sunset to ensure that I 

The Leap Toward 
MaTuriTy in ChrisT

South Central Feature

By aSHley elIZaBetH FRaZIeR
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help us reach our 1 million mile goal in one day!

 
Whether you host a 5K run/walk, join a community event, or organize other 
activities, consider how your team can involve as many people as possible in 
physical activity. Invite your community to join your church, school, or hospital 
as we move together and promote a healthier lifestyle.

sunday, september 25, 2011

Find resources and information at www.adventistsinstepForlife.org

register at www.adventistsinstepForlife.org

Let’s Move Day is an event of Adventists InStep for Life. It is sponsored by the North American Division Health Ministries Department
in partnership with Adventist Community Services, Children’s Ministries, Education, and Youth Ministries.

InStep
Life for 

ADVENTISTS

John’s wife passed away in 2001 and his daughter in 2003. 

Despite this terrible loss, John Watson Jr, a member in the Carolina
conference, says, “Out of  appreciation, I want to give back to God
whatever I have left.”

Having dedicated his house, life insurance policies, and bank account to
the Lord’s work, John says, “A burden is lifted off  my shoulders
because nbecause now I feel everything is in God’s hands.”
                               
Contact your local conference or university Planned Giving and Trust
Services representative today to plan how your Christian Values can be preserved and passed on.

To read John’s story, go to www.southernunion.com/PlannedGiving and click on his story.

Southern Adventist University: Carolyn Liers, 423-236-2818
Southeastern: David Long, 352-735-3142
South Central: Michael Harpe, 615-226-6500
South Atlantic: Lawrence Hamilton, 404-792-0535
Oakwood University: Fred Pullins, 256-726-8278
Kentucky-Tennessee: Lin Powell, 615-859-1391

Gulf States: Rick Hutchinson, 334-272-7493
Georgia-Cumberland: Mitch Hazekamp, 706-629-7951
Florida: Jose LeGrand, 407-644-5000
Carolina: Ken Ford, 704-596-3200

www.adventistsInStepForLife.org
www.adventistsInStepForLife.org
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Florida Hospital’s support and 
mission service group, Global Mis-
sion Initiatives (GMI), recently led a 
professional team of Florida Hospital 
environmental service employees to 
the outskirts of Haiti’s capital, Port-
Au-Prince, to share best practices in 
hospital safety and infection preven-
tion. Every day, this team helps keep 
Florida Hospital clean and sanitized 
for the safety of employees, visi-
tors, and patients. The team taught 
its counterparts at the local hospital 
how to implement sustainable sanita-
tion management and operations. 

For a majority of the team mem-
bers, the trip was a unique opportu-
nity to serve their home country and 
make an impact on the health care 
climate, as many of them are Haitian 
themselves. 

“I want to help my people and 
my nation by trying to make health 
care better for my country,” said 
Philemon Genestan, a member of 
the Florida Hospital environmental 
services team. “It is an honor to be 
able to visit Haiti to reorganize the 
hospitals in order to make them a 
safer place.”

The Florida Hospital environ-
mental services team trained employ-
ees at Hopital Adventiste d’Haiti on 
facility maintenance and proactive 

infection prevention. The Haitian 
hospital also gained access to and 
knowledge about proper equipment 
for cleaning to maintain sanitation 
codes. Many of the cleaning sup-
plies were sent in the beginning of 
January this year during the 
cholera outbreaks affecting 
the country. 

In 2008, three-fourths 
of the Haitian population 
had no access to health 
care, and Florida Hospital 
Global Mission Initiatives 
has been sending medical 
missions to Haiti since be-
fore the devastating earth-
quake in 2010. But, the 
combination of the earth-
quake’s mass destruction 
and the poor health care 
climate in Haiti led Florida 
Hospital to take more ac-
tion in assisting Haiti in its recovery 
process. Florida Hospital has desig-
nated Hopital Adventiste d’Haiti as a 
“footprint” location, meaning Global 
Mission Initiatives has a long-term 
standing commitment to help Haiti.

“We have sent numerous medi-
cal missions to Haiti, especially since 
the earthquake devastated the area, 
which included supplies and medical 
personnel,” said Terry Owen, Flor-

ida Hospital senior vice president. 
“Now, we are taking our assistance 
a step further to teach protocols and 
processes that will make the hos-
pital safer and improve the quality 
of health care in Haiti. It is crucial 

that the hospital begins to 
build a stronger infrastruc-
ture and implement best 
practices to improve the 
quality of health care in the 
country long term.”

In addition to educa-
tion and training efforts, 
Florida Hospital’s GMI 
team is also helping the 
Haitian hospital remodel 
their patient areas. The 
hospital will receive a new 
pediatric and women’s 
services area, laboratory, 
pharmacy, and outpatient 
and inpatient areas, as well 

as an optometry clinic. 
“Implementing sustainable sani-

tation operations is essential for the 
success of a health care facility,” said 
Owen. “We want to help improve 
the state of health care in the country 
to ensure that good, quality services 
are provided.”

Ashley White is Florida Hospital me-
dia relations specialist. 

Florida Hospital’s environmental service team shared best practices in hospital safety and infection prevention at Hopital Adventiste d’Haiti.

HelPIng to Make 
HealtH Care In HaItI SaFer

Mark Giuliani, 
a member of the 
environmental 
service team, works 
at Hopital Adventiste 
d’Haiti.

By aSHley WHIte

Adventist Health System Feature
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Florida Hospital Deland offers Patients 
New tool to Fight cancer

Florida Hospital medical mission team touches 
lives in Dominican Republic

Florida Hospital 
Deland, Deland, Fla., 
now offers cancer 
patients the latest tool 
in radiation oncology, 
Image Guided Radia-
tion Therapy (IGRT). 

This new sophis-
ticated equipment 
enables doctors in 
Volusia County to 
choose the most ap-
propriate treatment 
for treating cancer 
in the body, head, 
or neck; and deliver 
the full-spectrum of 
treatments, all in one 
machine. Addition-
ally, this state-of-the-art 
technology improves the 
precision and effectiveness 
of cancer treatments by al-
lowing physicians to target 
and track tumors more 
accurately. 

“Tissues, organs, and 
many tumors are not 
rigidly fixed in one po-
sition. They can move 
several centimeters inside 
the body due to natural 

physiological processes, 
like breathing,” said Gary 
Graham, M.D., radiation 
oncologist. “Since they are 
not always in the exact 
same position each time 
a patient is positioned 
for treatment, the IGRT 
Respiratory Gating feature 
is essential to tracking 
and targeting tumors with 
radiation.” 

Because the IGRT 
equipment provides more 

precise tumor targeting, 
the radiation beam dosage 
levels can be increased, 
allowing tumors to receive 
a higher dose of radia-
tion while nearby healthy 
tissues receive very little. 
This enables doctors to 
treat tumors with radiation, 
even if they are close to 
vital organs like the spinal 
column, salivary glands, 
heart, or lungs, with sub-
stantially fewer side effects 

and a much better 
post-treatment qual-
ity of life.

“Radiation 
therapy is very ef-
fective at control-
ling many forms of 
cancer by destroying 
cancer cells’ ability 
to reproduce,” said 
Graham. “With more 
than 60 percent 
of cancer patients 
requiring some 
form of radiation 
therapy as part of 
their treatment, it is 
imperative patients 
have cancer-fighting 

technology of this caliber 
close to home.”

The addition of the 
IGRT equipment is part of 
the Florida Hospital De-
land Cancer Institute $5.2 
million expansion project, 
designed to enhance the 
services provided and treat 
a wider range of tumor 
sites.

—BY ERIN HUNTER

Within three days, 
Florida Hospital Heart-
land Medical Center’s 
medical mission team, 
from Sebring, Fla., ac-
complished 73 surgeries, 
more than 90 Emergency 
Room consultations, more 
than 200 general medical 
consultations, and other 
procedures including den-

tal care at a clinic located 
in Sanchez, Dominican 
Republic. 

“Florida Hospital 
Heartland Medical Center 
has adopted the Domini-
can Republic as the offi-
cial country of its interna-
tional mission work. The 
hospital’s mission state-
ment is ‘Extending the 

Healing Ministry of Christ,’ 
and this international 
mission effort provides 
a channel for us, as U.S. 
citizens and health care 
professionals, to share our 
resources and personal 
care with those in need 
beyond our borders,” said 
lake Placid administra-
tor Warren Santander. In 

August 2010, a team of 13 
physicians, nurses, and 
others went to limon, 
Dominican Republic, and 
performed 60 surgeries in 
two and a half days. The 
experiences that were 
generated, and the people 
served, made lasting 
impressions on each team 
member. 
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Members of the medical mission team gathered at the end of a long day of surgeries at the clinic in San-
chez, Dominican Republic.

Pictured outside of the operating room at a clinic are Teo Beatro, M.D. (left), anesthesiologist for Medi-
cal Missionaries International; Melisa Gonzalez, R.N.; Allen Skipper, M.D., surgeon at Florida Hospital 
Heartland Medical Center; and Carin Lentz, R.N., nurse manager at Florida Hospital Heartland Medical 
Center.

This year’s trip 
took place in a 
slightly larger town, 
Sanchez, close to the 
clinic visited last year. 
The Florida Hospital 
team worked closely 
with the Dominican 
Union of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church, 
the Centro Medico 
Vista del Jardin (Ad-
ventist Hospital in 
Santo Domingo, DR), 
Medical Missionar-
ies International (for 
rental equipment, 
supplies, transporta-
tion and personnel), 
and Sarah Green, 
M.D., director of the 
Sanchez clinic, to 
organize and pre-
pare for the trip. The 
medical mission team 
grew to 24 members 
on this trip, introduc-
ing additional special-
ties such as obstetrics, 
urology, neurology, 
pediatrics, orthope-
dics, and dentistry. 

Florida Hospital 
lake Placid’s ad-
ministrator, Warren 
Santander, and chief 
medical officer, Jorge 
Gonzalez, M.D., will 
be making a follow-
up trip to the clinic 
in August to plan for 
future support and 
missions, including 
possible construc-
tion efforts, medical 
equipment donations, 
and other improve-
ments that will 
enhance the quality 
of care available to 
those whom the clinic 
serves.

—BY JULIE CHRISTIAN
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Carolina News

Homecoming Held at charlotte Sharon church
Thomas Wolfe once 

wrote, “You can’t go home 
again.” No offence to 
Wolfe, but the Charlotte 
Sharon Church proved him 
wrong on June 18, 2011, 
when they celebrated their 
97th anniversary by having 
a church-wide homecom-
ing. This two-day event 
was full of happy faces, 
nostalgic stories, and won-
derful fellowship. 

Faces lit up as people 
walked through the front 
doors of the church and 
saw old friends and loved 
ones. There were squeals 
and hugs as members and 
past-members mingled 
together laughing, catch-
ing-up, and introducing 
additions to their families 

since last they met. All this 
took place over a delicious 
breakfast provided by the 
members.

“It is so good to see 
old friends and hear what 

they have been up to, and 
see where God has led 
them in their lives,” com-
mented Marge Brown, a 

former member 
of Sharon and 
retired Carolina 
Conference of-
fice employee. 

David 
Graham, as-
sociate pastor 
at Sharon, led 
the congrega-
tion through a 
church history 

timeline, from its organiza-
tion to future plans. Henry 
Harrison Stillwell founded 
the church back in the 
1890’s. His granddaughter, 
Dorothy Davis, and her 

husband, Jim, were able 
to join in the homecom-
ing festivities. Interspersed 
through his presentation, 
Graham invited former 
pastors and members to 
share what they remem-
bered from their time at 
Sharon. Three of the for-
mer pastors were present, 
Mitchell Tyner, Dwight 
Herod, and Noel Shanko.

There was one story 
in particular that lloyd 
Johnston, Sharon Church 
member, shared that was 
truly memorable. Appar-
ently, Charlotte Sharon 
experienced something 
similar to Ray Steven’s 
song “Mississippi Squirrel.” 
One Friday evening during 

a candlelight communion 
service, just as the soloist 
was finishing her special 
music, a flying squirrel 
decided that he needed to 
“come to Jesus.” It sprang 
from the baptistry, over 
the heads of the congrega-
tion, and landed on the 
back pew. Quite a few 
members were “moved 
and affected” during that 
service.

Following lunch on 
the homecoming week-
end, a tour was given of 
the land purchased to 
build a larger church and 
school facilities. later, the 
schedule allowed former 
students of the church 
school, Adventist Christian 
Academy, to reunite and 
catch up.

The festivities wrapped 
up with dinner, entertain-
ment, and more quality 
time fellowshipping with 
one another. The weekend 
was orchestrated by Dottie 
Johnston and crew.

If you were unable 
to attend the homecom-
ing, mark your calendar 
for the 100th anniversary, 
the third weekend of June 
2014.

—BY CoURTNEY HERod

Current senior pastor Minner Labrador (left); Noel Shanko 
(1980-1985); Dwight Herod (1975-1976); Mitchell Tyner (1970-
1975); and Thorn Hean, pastor Sharon Church Cambodian/
Hmong Group.
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Family First Radio Reaches millions

Simple Invitation leads to New life

Carolina Con-
ference is home 
to one of the 
most successful 
evangelistic tools 
in the nation. 
WBAJ radio, cov-
ering the Colum-
bia, S.C., metro 
and beyond, has 
brought in more 
than 300 bap-
tisms. 

If you exam-
ine the reasons 
that make this 
method so suc-
cessful, some 
very interesting 
facts emerge as to why 
WBAJ became the number-
one-soul-winning station 
almost immediately. WBAJ 
uses a unique, all-talk 
format. Hands down, 
this has proven to be the 
most effective format for 
radio evangelism. WBAJ 
has some of the most 
gifted Adventist speak-
ers in evangelism, health, 
creation, religious lib-
erty, finances, and more. 
Because the listeners are 

grounded in the truths 
they hear, they are two to 
three times more likely to 
stay in the Church than 
converts from other evan-
gelistic endeavors. Most of 
the listeners already know 
the Advent message when 
they first walk in the doors 
of an Adventist church. 
Many immediately ask to 
be baptized. 

WBAJ has three ad-
ditional and unexpected 
benefits at no extra cost. 
The church has struggled 

to reach men, but 
amazingly almost 
60 percent of 
WBAJ converts 
are men. For 
hundreds of miles 
on I-20, I-26, I-77, 
and I-95, non-Ad-
ventist interstate 
motorists are lis-
tening for the first 
time to present 
truth. Also, there 
are more than 
10,000 inmates in 
the WBAJ listen-
ing area. Since 
almost all inmates 
investigate the 

local radio stations, many 
get baptized.  

Recently another Fam-
ily First station, WTCG, 
has begun broadcasting in 
the Charlotte, N.C., area. 
Together these two sta-
tions cover more than five 
million people. That is one 
third of the entire Carolina 
Conference population!

WBAJ and WTCG are 
part of the Family First 
Radio Network that oper-
ates eight Christian talk 

radio stations coast to 
coast. All together, they 
have a potential audience 
of 11 million people. This 
is like having hundreds of 
evangelists, pastors, Bible 
workers, and medical doc-
tors working full-time in 
these areas at a fraction of 
the cost. 

Eric kerr was an 
18-year-old agnostic when 
he first heard WBAJ. It 
turned his life upside 
down. “WBAJ brought me 
to God.” After his conver-
sion he attended South-
ern Adventist University 
and studied theology. He 
is now a minister in the 
Michigan Conference.

For free family re-
sources, including videos, 
e-books, audio, and maps 
of the stations’ coverage 
areas, visit www.FamilyFir-
stRadio.com. For volunteer 
opportunities such as lis-
tening to sermons for con-
tent evaluation or manning 
prayer phone lines, call 
1-800-617-WORD (9673).

—CoNTRIBUTEd BY FAmILY 
FIRST RAdIo

When the Rocking-
ham, N.C., Cornerstone 
Church held evangelistic 
meetings, on opening 
night a man named Arthur 
Williams came to the 
rented church to attend a 
different meeting. A Cor-
nerstone member invited 
him to join the Revelation 
Seminar. He came in just 
as the meeting was finish-
ing the first night, but he 
returned the next night. It 

has been more 
than a year and 
a half since 
Williams started 
attending. This 
January he 
began studying 
at Oakwood 
University, 
Huntsville, Ala., 
where he is 
pursuing a 
degree in social 
work. On Feb-

ruary 19, he was baptized 
at the Oakwood University 
Church. He is continuing 
to share what the lord has 
been teaching him. The 
lord took a simple invita-
tion to make a profound 
impact that will only truly 
be revealed in the king-
dom! 

—BY RoSEmARIE PARkER

Bob Sitko and Lynn Sherman prepare programing 
for broadcast at WBAJ in Columbia, S.C.

www.FamilyFirstRadio.com
www.FamilyFirstRadio.com
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Relious and Beverly Walden 
celebrate 60 years of marriage

Relious Walden ful-
filled his military duty with 
the United States Army in 
1949, sold his motorcycle 
for quick cash, and used 
the G.I. Bill to enroll at 
Southern Missionary Col-
lege (Southern Adventist 
University) in Collegedale, 
Tenn. There, he was at-
tracted to student Beverly 
Smith as she diligently 
worked in the school cafe-
teria. After she transferred 
to a local business college, 
their courtship continued 
to develop, and on June 

27, 1951, they married in 
Chattanooga, Tenn.

Two years later, after 
Relious graduated with 
degrees in religion and 
business, the young couple 
moved to Nashville, Tenn., 
to join the workforce at 
Southern Publishing Associ-
ation. In the 40 years which 
followed, treasury-related 
positions for the Adventist 
Church took Relious to 
Georgia; Florida; New Jer-
sey; Ohio; Uruguay, South 
America; Iowa; California; 
and then to Orlando, Fla., 

where he retired in 1993 as 
treasurer of Florida Confer-
ence.

Throughout their mar-
riage, when Beverly wasn’t 
at home caring for their 

three children, David, lisa, 
and Neal, she served as 
a secretary in conference 
offices or as administrative 
assistant for Glendale, Ca-
lif., City Church and Forest 
lake Church in Apopka, 
Fla.

“long-time friends we 
made in all the places we 
lived have enriched our 
lives,” say the active Forest 
lake Church members. Six 
grandchildren and twin 
great-grandsons also bring 
them additional joy.

—BY mARTIN BUTLER

Roger Da Silva, Bible 
worker at Miami Temple 
Church, believes “there is 
no one beyond the reach 
of God’s grace.” In fact, 
these words are part of the 
I Was Found mission state-
ment, which is the passion-
ate outreach program for 
youth/young adults (ages 
17-30) in the Miami area.

Established in October 
2009, I Was Found meets 
every Friday night at the 
church, having outgrown 
its original gathering 
place at Da Silva’s apart-
ment. The group began 

with four Adventist young 
people desiring a closer 
walk with God, who had 
the additional purpose 
of establishing a stronger 
youth department at Miami 
Temple. God has blessed 
them and “increased their 
territory” with an average 
attendance of 35-40 young 
people meeting each Fri-
day, 80 percent of whom 
are non-Adventist.

The premise of this 
ministry is simply to get 
into the Bible as a means 
of meeting the needs, con-
cerns, and doubts found so 

prevalently in today’s 
world. There are no 
programs or gimmicks; 
just the simple study 
of God’s Word to find 
answers for which so 
many young people are 
searching, yet, are not 
finding in the voices 
of today’s world. 
There is an unwrit-
ten code of trust 

that enables all who 
come to express their 
feelings and concerns 
without the fear of 
being judged. It has 
become a refuge for 
the hurting and the 
searching. Says one 
member, “I honestly 
started going because 
my girlfriend was, but 
I have grown so much 
spiritually that I never want 
to leave.”

Da Silva works dur-
ing the day with those 
who want more individual 

Bible study. His brother, 
Paolo is now conducting 
the Bible studies on Friday 
night. Because the group 
is becoming so large, they 
are planning to divide into 
smaller groups so people 
will feel more comfortable 
participating.

God has richly blessed 
this ministry with 13 bap-
tisms, and it is believed 
many more will soon be 
saying, “I was found.”

—BY REINALdo SANCHEz

“I Was Found” Finds a Home in miami temple

An average of 35-40 young people meet each Friday night at Miami 
Temple Church to study God’s Word.

Participants pray that God will “in-
crease their territory” in the Miami 
area.

Beverly and Relious Walden
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lay Pastors minister as Servants of God
A retreat for Florida 

Conference lay pastors 
was held at Pine lake 
Retreat, Groveland, Fla., 
May 13-15, 2011, with 
the objective of aligning 
their congregations to 
the purpose, values, and 
strategies of Conference 
church growth goals. This 
retreat explored the role 
of lay pastors in creating 
a culture of mission and 
discipleship in their local 
congregation, as outlined 
in the retreat’s theme, “The 
Church Transformational 
Process.”

A lay pastor is a leader 
chosen by a sponsoring 
board, and completes 
Conference certifica-
tion through training and 
demonstrations of fitness 

for ministry. 
Statewide, 
83 congrega-
tions are led 
by volun-
teer pastors. 
They shep-
herd close 
to 7,000 
members of 
various cul-
tural back-
grounds and 
language 
groups such 
as English, 
Spanish, 
French, Romanian, and 
korean.

Recertification for lay 
pastor status is contingent 
upon attending annual 
recertification training and 
an annual review and rec-

ommendation by the local 
church board, the pastor 
of the sponsoring church, 
and by the Florida Confer-
ence Ministerial Depart-
ment. It is a continuing 
training process. Character, 

leadership, 
spiritual-
ity, loyalty 
to church, 
theology, and 
a cooperative 
spirit need to 
be demon-
strated.

“A lay 
pastor is a 
ministering 
servant of 
God and, like 
every Chris-
tian, is called 
to ministry, 

gifted by the Holy Spirit, 
and in baptism commis-
sioned for ministry as re-
ferred to in Ephesians 4:11, 
12,” says Allan Machado, 
lay pastor coordinator.

—BY ALLAN mACHAdo

Owen Roberts, Ph.D. (standing, right), lay pastor of Zion 
Advent Company in Plantation, Fla., and associate superin-
tendent for St. Lucie County Public School District, presented a 
Teaching For Results seminar during the lay pastors’ meetings 
at Pine Lake Retreat, Groveland, Fla.

uNVeIleD Plays out life’s Drama
UNVEIlED is the stu-

dent Drama Ministry Team 
at Forest lake Academy, 
Apopka, Fla., directed 

by Sam Paschal, a Bible 
teacher and boys’ dean. 
Recently, UNVEIlED’s fea-
tured performance kicked 
off an inaugural event at 
Black Adventist Youth 
Directors Association 
(BAYDA) United Youth 
Congress in Orlando at 
Orange County Conven-
tion Center, with more 
than 12,000 in attendance.

“The message of UN-
VEIlED is to show God’s 
love and direction through 
drama ministry,” says 
Paschal. “Drama ministry 
is presenting life lessons 
through the use of acting, 
poetry, and music. God 
granted us all with gifts, 
and we can use those gifts 
to serve and bring people 
to the loving message of 

Christ’s saving grace. So, 
we chose to use our gifts 
in acting to share this 
message.”

“I like acting and 
especially street minis-
try,” says member Philip 
Haughton, “where we can 
witness through our dra-
ma ministry team just by 
telling a story in our skits 
that the people can see 
themselves in. You don’t 
always have to preach to 
them, and everyone can 
relate to a story.”

To learn more about 
UNVEIlED’s ministry, 
contact Sam Paschal at 
paschals@forestlake.org.

—BY dANIEL SmITHForest Lake Academy students Reschika Jarvis (left) and Arthur 
Theodore with Sam Paschal, Forest Lake Academy boys’ dean, 
religion teacher, and UNVEILED drama ministries director, build 
excitement from among delegates arriving for the Black Adventist 
Youth Directors Association United Youth Congress.
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Without an open seat 
Sabbath, May 21, 2011, the 
Fayette Church, Fayetteville, 
Ga., experienced the JUICE 
— Joyful “Upliftment” In 
Christian Expression! — a 
day geared to enhance the 
worship experience coor-
dinated by members Teddy 
and lydia lyle. 

The day featured musi-
cal selections by the JUICE 
workshop choir and an 
inspirational sermon entitled 
“A Sermon in a Song” by 
Nyasha Dunkley. 

After lunch, the pro-
gram resumed with sessions 
on Hindrances to Effective 
Worship (Gary James), 
Enhancing the Worship Ex-
perience (Nyasha Dunkley 

and Denise Morris), Your 
Contribution to Enhancing 
the Worship Experience 
(lydia lyle), and Conduct-
ing Techniques and Patterns 

(Teddy lyle and Cass John-
son). Inserted as transitions 
between the sessions were 
spirit-filled demonstrations 
highlighting Fayette’s tal-

ented youth, from Déjà lyle 
signing praise to the Fayette 
Youth Orchestra.

In the worship experi-
ence, every member has 
the responsibility of being 
spiritually prepared, reflect-
ing the Spirit of Christ, 
ministering to others, and 
giving God all the praise 
and glory.

The day ended with 
a mini concert featuring 
harpist Tracy Glass; sing-
ing groups Rose Of Sharon, 
Full of Grace, and Gary and 
Tanya James; as well as 
a forum/panel discussion 
about music in the Church. 

—BY LYdIA LYLE ANd
 dAwN JAmES

advent House Students Serve others

Fayette church makes Joyful Noise

On a 
fresh and 
clear June 
morning, six 
members of 
Advent House 
from the 
University of 
Tennessee, 
knoxville, 
put on their 
work gloves 
and hats and 
headed out to 
take part in 
a community 
service proj-
ect in North 
knoxville. 
The project? 
Beardsley 
Community 
Farm. 

Advent 
House volunteered for the 
morning session of work 

from 9:30 to noon. To kick 
off the morning, they got 
a full tour of the farm’s 

gardening 
projects 
and a taste 
of their 
unique 
history and 
mission. All 
of the pro-
duce from 
Beardsley 
Community 
Farm is 
currently 
donated to 
local food 
pantries 
and chari-
ties and is 
organically 
grown. 
They 
also have 
commu-
nity plots 

where people who want 
to grow their own food 

but do not have space can 
cultivate their own. Beard-
sley Community Farm’s 
endeavors are not limited 
to merely plants, however. 
Homegrown honey and 
eggs are also an ongoing 
project. 

The Advent House 
group was assigned to 
cutting donated pieces of 
glass to make a mosaic to 
refurbish the floor of the 
farm’s strawberry shed. 
This was something new 
to all and they made the 
most of their time working 
with new tools and find-
ing out the most effective 
— and sometimes merely 
creative — ways to make 
intriguing mosaic pieces. 
The chaplain took on the 
most daunting task of 
mowing grass. 

—BY LIESL GRAdY

The Adventist Christian Fellowship group which recently volun-
teered for community service includes Arthur Ordelheide (not 
pictured), a local elementary school teacher working on his 
master’s degree in education; Shekaina Domingo (left), resident 
English major; chaplain Michaela Lawrence Jeffery; Sharena, 
Shekaina’s sister and a high school student; Karl Bernstein, a 
Ph.D. student in chemistry; and Liesl Grady, a master’s student 
in speech-language pathology.  

The JUICE workshop choir peformed during the Sabbath, May 21, 
2011, church service.
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Ringgold church Participates in 1890 Days

lighter Scales equal Brighter Future

Hensons celebrate 50 years

The City of Ringgold, 
Ga., proudly hosted its 36th 
annual 1890’s Day Jamboree 
May 27 and 28. The event 
attracted more than 15,000 
people featuring more 
than 100 food, arts, and 
crafts vendors, live music 
on multiple stages, beauty 
pageants, a parade, a classic 
car show, and a fireworks 
display on Saturday night. 
Admission was free, and all 
events were family friendly. 
No alcoholic beverages 
were permitted. The town’s 
streets were blocked to car 

traffic and all was a 
lively scene reminis-
cent of days gone by.

Despite the trag-
ic tornado that had 
destroyed so much 
of this small north 
Georgia community, 
the celebration went 
on. What a tribute 
to the brave human 
spirit!

For the eighth 
consecutive year, 
under the direction 
of church member Julie 
Thomas, the Ringgold, Ga., 

Church has participated in 
the celebration. giving free 
cool water, literature, do-

ing blood pressure 
screening, and wit-
nessing to the many 
visitors.  

Ronal Graham, 
D.D.S., who has 
been in charge of 
the program since 
1990 said, “The 
Ringgold Adventist 
Church’s participa-
tion during the years 
has made it better 
known and accepted 
in this community.” 

—BY J.w. HENSoN

Hitting middle age can 
be a daunting thing. Jason 
levoy, a member of the Pla-

inville Church who works 
with an anesthesia group in 
livingston, Tenn., turned 39 
last September, and had a 
wake-up call. While hiking 
with his family in Alaska 
he noticed he was out of 
breath and couldn’t keep 
up with his two children, 
ages 7 and 8.

“Turning 40 kind of 
scares me,” said levoy. “I 
have tried diets over the 
years, and diets just haven’t 
really worked that well.”

levoy decided it was 
time to make a health 

change. He cut out all soda 
from his diet and was deter-
mined to drink 64 ounces of 
water per day. All the thin 
people he knew were jog-
gers so he took up running. 

“To be honest I never 
considered myself a person 
over-weight,” said levoy. “I 
never considered that I was 
not active. Yeah, my wife is 
out there running, but I stay 
active on the farm cutting 
down a tree, being on the 
tractor. I thought everything 
was good.”

levoy says he con-

sciously set goals, first walk-
ing 1.5 miles per day be-
cause he knew he needed 
to exercise 20-30 minutes 
per day. He then thought 
if 30 minutes is good, 45 is 
better. 

Cutting down on fatty 
foods and soda, drinking 
more water, and exercising 
daily has made a huge dif-
ference for levoy. He went 
from a waist of 38 to 30. He 
lost 55 pounds (222 pounds 
down to 167), and he attri-
butes this all to exercise. 
—BY TAmARA woLCoTT FISHER

Audrey B. Gacken-
heimer and John W. (J.W.) 
Henson III were married 
on June 3, 1951 in the 
lynn Wood Hall Chapel 
on the campus of Southern 
Adventist University in Col-
legedale, Tenn. They are 
members of the Ringgold, 
Ga., Church.

J.W. graduated from 

Southern in 1954 after at-
tending Collegedale schools 
for 16 years.

Audrey is a registered 
nurse who has specialized 
in administrative, geriat-
ric, and cardiac nursing in 
Chattanooga and Cleveland, 
Tenn. J.W. spent his career 
at Starkey Printing Company 
in Chattanooga, retiring as 

president in 1992.
The Henson’s 50th 

anniversary was celebrated 
with their children, and 
many of Audrey’s German 
cousins in Zavelstein, Ger-
many. The Henson’s 60th 
anniversary will be cel-
ebrated with their children 
in Seattle, Wash.

The Ringgold, Ga., Church gave away free wa-
ter, literature, and blood pressure screenings 
during the 36th annual 1890’s Day Jamboree 
in May.
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conference constituency Gives Report

Dan and Donna Jackson 
Visit Piedmont church

On June 5, 2011, 
delegates represent-
ing churches from the 
Gulf States Confer-
ence convened in 
Meridian, Miss., for 
the 31st Constituency 
Session. The session 
was held in Com-
munity Church. The 
delegates reelected 
Melvin k. Eisele as 
president; leslie D. 
louis as executive 
secretary; and Arturo 
ledezma as treasurer.

 All departmen-
tal directors were 
reelected with the 
exception of the 
Department of Educa-
tion. The continuants 
voted the nominating com-
mittee’s recommendation 

to refer the appointment of 
this position to the Confer-
ence Executive Committee. 

Delegates representing 
nine new churches were 
seated. The Conference 

accepted 2,700 new 
members into church 
membership through 
baptism and profes-
sion of faith. That is a 
40 percent gain over 
the previous record. 
The Conference was 
also blessed to receive 
an average 3.85 per-
cent increase in tithe 
per year during this 
time. 

A complete list of 
elected department 
directors and new 
churches seated can 
be seen at the Confer-
ence website: gscsda.
com. 

—BY REBECCA GRICE

It was 
Sabbath 
morning, May 
28, 2011. Just 
four weeks 
earlier Pied-
mont Church 
had been 
destroyed by 
an F5 tornado 
when the eye 
of the storm 
slammed 
through the 
center of the 
sanctuary. 
Now, about 
half the mem-
bers were at 
Bass Memorial Academy in 
Mississippi enjoying camp 

meeting for 
the week. 
left behind 
in Pied-
mont were 
the elderly, 
those who 
couldn’t 
get off 
work, and 
of course, 
the visi-
tors. Bryan 
Folsom, 
owner of 
Folsom 
Funeral 
Home, had 
graciously 

allowed the church mem-
bers to hold services in 

the funeral home chapel 
until the church rebuild-
ing program was finished. 
This Sabbath morning, Sid 
Argo, one of the elders, 
was the worship hour 
speaker.

Argo had been a Bap-
tist for more than 70 years, 
but when he learned the 
truth of God’s Word about 
five years ago, he quickly 
embraced it and became 
an involved member of 
Piedmont Church. Argo is 
now 80 years old, and he 
had only preached one or 
two sermons before. But, 
being the dedicated elder 
that he is, he had agreed 
to preach while the pas-

tor and other elders were 
away. 

Just before services 
started, a couple of visitors 
walked in. Argo shook 
hands with the man and 
his wife and introduced 
himself. The gentleman 
also introduced himself — 
Dan Jackson and his wife, 
Donna. The name meant 
nothing to Argo, but he 
welcomed them heartily, 
as he would any visitor. 
Then he went up front to 
preach. 

After the service, folks 
were standing around in 
the foyer, talking with 
the Jacksons and prepar-
ing to escort them to the 

Conference officers and their wives, after being reelected during the 31st 
Constituency Session: Arturo Ledezma, treasurer (left); Leslie Louis, executive 
secretary; Carol Louis; Phyllis Eisele; and Melvin Eisele, president.

When Sid Argo, an elder at 
Piedmont, Ala., Church, stood 
up to preach, he had no idea 
that the couple who came to 
worship with them on May 28, 
2011, was the North American 
Division president, Dan Jack-
son, and his wife, Donna.
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Hispanic Women’s ministries Holds Retreat
More than 300 

women gathered 
at Camp Alamisco 
on May 6 and 7 for 
the third Gulf States 
Conference Hispan-
ic Women’s Retreat. 
Many testified to a 
spiritual revival as 
they listened to the 
messages of guest 
speaker Esmeralda 
Guzman. Health 
topics were shared 
by Wanda Vasques, 
and special music 
was presented by 
the Voz de Mujer 
quartet from Geor-
gia. Special semi-
nars addressing the 
needs for girls from 
ages 7 to 9, and 
also for adolescents 
from 10 to 16, were 
presented by both speak-
ers and two Hispanic pas-
tors’ wives, Judith Andino 

and Gabriela Osorio.
One of the seminars 

by Esmeralda Guzman for 
the adolescents was “The 

key of Purity.”  
In this seminar, 
during a special 
ceremony, each 
girl signed a 
Vow of Purity 
and received a 
key in a special 
box they gave 
to their mother. 
The mother will 
give the box to 
the groom on 
the day of the 
daughter’s wed-
ding.

Sara Garcia, 
Hispanic wom-
en’s ministries 
coordinator, 
says, “A day 
after the retreat, 
Angeles called 
and told me that 
her daughter 

had come to her bedside, 
and told how God had 
touched her life and how 

grateful she was that she 
attended the retreat.” Gar-
cia didn’t know this was 
the last time she would 
talk with Angeles — she 
died the next month. 
“The last words I heard 
her say were gratitude for 
the Adventist Church for 
providing such a spiritual 
retreat,” concludes Garcia. 

The event took place 
as a result of the dedicated 
work of Sara Garcia; Ru-
wie Vazquez, the Confer-
ence Hispanic ministries 
secretary; the collaboration 
of each of the Hispanic 
pastors’ wives; and the 
local church women’s min-
istries leaders. Delicious 
meals were prepared by 
the men from the Mont-
gomery Hispanic Church.

—BY REBECCA GRICE ANd 
SARA GARCIA

site of the 
destroyed 
church a 
few miles 
away. 
What Argo 
overheard 
made his 
stomach 
turn a 
flip! The 
Jacksons 
were none 
other than 
the presi-
dent of 
the North 
American 
Division 

(NAD), and his wife. Argo, 
fairly new to the Adven-
tist faith, not a seasoned 
preacher, and nervous 
about speaking up front 
anyway, had just learned 
that he had preached to 
the NAD president! This 
was something that most 
tenured pastors would be 
nervous doing.  Argo said 
later that he kept trying 
to remember what he had 
said from the pulpit, and 
whether he did okay. He 
was thankful that he didn’t 
know ahead of time who 
was in his congregation 
that day.

The Jacksons had been 
attending a graduation at 
Oakwood University in 
Huntsville, Ala., and they 
took the opportunity to 
visit Piedmont while they 
were in the vicinity. Those 
who were at camp meet-
ing that day regretted miss-
ing them, but they look 
forward to the Jacksons 
returning to Piedmont 
when they have the “grand 
reopening” in the near 
future.

—BY GINGER BLYTHE

Susan Lopez, and her daughter, Aisha, enjoyed at-
tending the retreat together.

Dan Jackson (wearing white shirt) visited the site 
where Piedmont Church stood before the tornado 
destroyed it in May.
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memphis Junior academy celebrates 100 years
“We have 

nothing to fear 
for the future, 
except as we 
shall forget the 
way the lord 
has led us...” 
was the theme 
for Memphis 
Junior Academy’s 
(MJA) celebration 
of the school’s 
100th anniver-
sary.

Alumni trav-
eled from as far 
away as Washington, Mary-
land, Hawaii, and Florida 
to return home and cel-
ebrate during the weekend 
of April 8-10, 2011. Current 
students were represented, 
as well as those from each 
decade all the way back to 
six students who attended 
in the 1930’s. One alumnus 
even brought her copy of 
the school group photo 
from 1938. 

Alumni browsed the 
memorabilia hall and 
visited with one another 
on Friday evening be-
fore a Vespers service 
at a neighboring church 
campus. More than 300 
people came to the Sab-
bath morning worship 
service, presented by John 
Mclarty. That evening, 
120 enjoyed a banquet 
and concert by Gale Jones 
Murphy. Banquet proceeds 

raised money for 
a new library/
media center 
for the school. 
Alumni donated 
more than $5,000 
during the week-
end. It was also 
announced at 
the banquet that 
there had been 
an anonymous 
donation of 
$50,000! A build-
ing committee is 
being formed to 

continue planning for the 
new library building as do-
nations continue to arrive.

This special weekend 
ended on Sunday with a 
small Prayer Walk around 
the neighborhood block 
that contains the school 
property. The first annual 
MJA Golf Tournament, with 
about 30 golfers, was held 
at a local country club.

During the course of 

the weekend, story after 
story was shared of God’s 
incredible leading through 
the years at MJA — unex-
pected funds for students 
to attend school; a denied 
permit on a room expan-
sion that led to a new gym 
floor; companies donating 
furniture and computers 
(multiple times); an agree-
ment that provides free 
yard care to the school’s 
extensive lawns; and util-
ity bills and other regular 
expenses coming in at 
thousands of dollars under 
budget.

To the alumni who met 
at MJA, it was clear that the 
lord has led in the past.  
For the future, the excite-
ment continues to see how 
the lord will continue to 
lead. Already, the Board 
of Education has granted 
approval to offer grades 11 
and 12.

—BY SkYE dEwEEz

More than 300 people came to the Sabbath worship 
service.

Ridgetop Receives School of excellence award
Ridgetop Adventist 

Elementary School in Ten-
nessee is the third school 
in the kentucky-Tennessee 
Conference to receive 
the Adventist EDGE 
School of Excellence 
Award from the South-
ern Union Department 
of Education. The 
award was presented 
at the kentucky-
Tennessee Conference 
Camp Meeting, May 
28, 2011. 

Representatives 
from the Southern 
Union and the ken-

tucky-Tennessee Confer-
ence were there to present 
the award to Aaron Raines, 
upper grades teacher/prin-

cipal; Myrna Smith, lower 
grades teacher; and Caleb 
Robinson, middle grades 
teacher. 

The teachers were 
involved in profession-
al development where 
they learned about 
the “Natural Cycle of 
learning,” differenti-
ated instruction, and 
how to use standards 
to plan instruction, 
while using a variety 
of teaching methods to 
meet students’ individ-
ual needs. Technology 
was improved with the 

purchase of Smart Boards 
for each classroom.

The Adventist EDGE 
Award is the highest honor 
bestowed upon a school 
in the Southern Union. 
Ridgetop met the crite-
ria to become an EDGE 
school by its intentional 
approach to set high ex-
pectations for the spiritual 
and academic achievement 
of its students, and in turn, 
has demonstrated that it is 
an exemplary school.

—BY LARRY BoUGHmAN ANd 
PAm wILLIAmS

Pam Williams (left), Diane Ruff, Jim 
Ingersoll, Myrna Smith, Caleb Robinson, 
Aaron Raines, Eugene Brewer, Steve Hal-
ey, Debra Fryson, and Larry Boughman
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In June, two couples at 
Ridgetop Church celebrated 
their 70th wedding anni-
versary — Herb and Vera 
Hewitt and Joe and Marie 
Malmede.

The Hewitts were 
married June 8, 1941, in 
Nashville, Tenn. They met 
as students at Madison Col-
lege, and spent more than 
40 years working for the 
denomination. Herb served 
as a teacher, principal, 
youth, and educational 
director in the States and 
in Southeast Asia, and as 
a church pastor. Vera has 
been a secretary in the de-
nomination’s administrative 
offices, and a registrar and 
teacher at church-operated 

high schools. She is also an 
accomplished pianist and 
organist.

Joe and Marie Malmede 
were married in Birming-
ham, Ala., on June 9, 1941. 
Joe served nearly three 
years in the U.S. Army, 
then attended college for 
four years before being 

employed in the art depart-
ment at Southern Publish-
ing Association in Nashville 
from 1954 to l975, and as 
plant engineering supervi-
sor from 1975 to 1981. He 
served one more year for 
the denomination in litera-
ture sales, retiring in 1982. 
In 2005, he was awarded 

an honorary degree from 
Southern Adventist Uni-
versity.

Joe has been an active 
lay worker in the Church. 
His skills in architecture, 
construction, and mechan-
ics were put to good use 
when he designed and 
aided in the construction 
of the Bordeaux Adventist 
Church in Nashville, and 
the Ridgetop church, where 
he and Marie attend.

Marie has been a 
faithful homemaker and 
church worker. At various 
times she was employed 
at Southern Publishing As-
sociation’s periodical and 
production departments.

—BY HELEN kELLY

As John Estrada, pastor, 
read through the November 
2010 issue of the Southern 
Tidings, one particular 
article, “lighthouse Com-
pany Receives a Helping 
Hand,” caught his interest. 
He clipped the article and 
saved it for future refer-
ence.

The article spoke of 
how members of the White 
House Church audio-
visual team had helped 
the lighthouse Company 
by installing a new sound 
and video system. Estrada’s 
church, the Sandhill Church 
in Bowling Green, ky., was 
considering some sanctuary 
renovations and also re-
placing their sound system.

When Sandhill mem-
bers settled on a plan for 
the upgrades and had 
funding in place, Estrada 

contacted Jeremy leggett 
to ask if the White House 
audio-visual team would be 
willing to help his church 
by replacing their old 
inadequate sound system. 
leggett agreed to help 
and quickly went to work 
determining equipment 
needs and, subsequently, 
purchasing new equipment 
for the church.

Estrada and members 
of Sandhill Church began 
their renovations on May 
22, 2011. In addition to the 
sound system, a new plat-
form area, pulpit, platform 
chairs, and a larger win-
dow for the baptistry were 
included in the changes. 
White House audio-visual 
team members Jeremy 
leggett and larry Hamm 
spent the day installing 
cables for the new sound 

and video 
system. 

Once the 
platform ren-
ovations were 
complete 
and a desk 
was built to 
house the 
new equip-
ment, leggett 
and Hamm 
returned to 
Sandhill on 
June 5, 2011, 
to complete the installation. 
After a long day of labor 
and testing of equipment, 
the job was complete. All 
equipment was now ready 
for service.

On Sabbath, June 11, 
leggett and Hamm visited 
Sandhill Church once again 
to assist and teach church 
members how to use their 

new equipment. This was 
the first Sabbath after Camp 
Meeting and the first of-
ficial use of the equipment. 
Church members were very 
pleased with the renova-
tions and upgrades to their 
church, and very pleased 
with the performance of 
the new sound and video 
equipment.

—BY LARRY HAmm

Sandhill church updates Sanctuary

Jeremy Leggett instructs Sandhill member Bill 
Lloyd on the use of the new sound and video 
equipment.

couples celebrate 70 years

Vera and Herb Hewitt Marie and Joe Malmede
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South Atlantic News

“Revival and Refor-
mation: lord Revive and 
Reform Me” was the theme 
of the South Atlantic Camp 
Meeting. The constituents 
convened June 9-18, 2011, 

at the River Oaks property 
in Orangeburg, S.C., for 10 
days of spiritual refreshing.

Each day there were 
three services scheduled 
where speakers delivered 
inspirational messages. 
Also, throughout the day, 
workshops and seminars 
were available, and activi-
ties planned for the youth. 
On the first Sabbath, the 
guest speaker was Frederick 
Russell, who serves as presi-
dent of the Allegheny West 
Conference in Columbus, 
Ohio. His timely message 
on revival and reformation 
was well received.

The events of the sec-
ond Sabbath of Camp Meet-

ing were plentiful. 
Just before the 
worship service 
began, the Per-
sonal Ministries 
Department held 

a gradu-
ation 
service 
for 461 
individu-
als who 
com-
pleted 
the Bible 
Workers’ Course. 
Calvin Watkins 
Sr., South Atlantic 
personal ministries 
director, began the 
program so that 
pastors will have 
a pool of Bible 
workers to access 
when they conduct 
evangelistic meet-
ings.

After the grad-
uation, the congre-
gation was blessed 
by the message 

delivered by Deblenaire 

Snell, senior pastor of First 
Church in Huntsville, Ala.

During the afternoon 
hours, an ordination service 
was held where one of the 
largest groups of pastors in 
recent years were ordained. 
The guest speaker for the 
service was Willie Taylor, 
former president of South-
eastern Conference. The 
pastors ordained were Mar-
quis Jackson, James lamb, 
Prince lewis, Casey Ricks, 
Jason Scott, Ronnie Wil-
liams, and keith Woodard.

After the ordination 
service, the Greater Atlanta 

Adventist Academy Concert 
Choir, under the direction 
of luther Washington II, 
was featured. Washington 
was assisted by student 
director Chad lupoe.

There were many high-
lights during Camp Meeting, 
but one of the brightest 
was the completion of the 
new housing units for the 
constituents to use. One of 
the individuals who stayed 
in the “villas” was heard to 
say, “I will miss the old cab-
ins, but I am enjoying these 
new rooms even more.”

—BY LoIS PITTS

Revival and Reformation at camp meeting

Four hundred sixty-one graduates completed the coursework toward becom-
ing certified Bible workers.

Pictured are Lawrence Hamilton (left), Conference ministerial secretary; Vanard Mendinghall, 
Conference president; Monica and Ronnie Williams; Shelly and Jason Scott; Dawn and Prince 
Lewis; Cynthia and  Keith Woodard; Dallacile and James Lamb; Caldron and Casey Ricks; Ivy and 
Marquis Jackson; Larry Johnson, Conference treasurer; and  William Winston, Conference execu-
tive secretary.

Vanard Mendinghall (standing), Confer-
ence president, poses with the second 
Sabbath speaker, Deblenaire Snell, senior 
pastor of First Church in Huntsville, Ala.
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South Atlantic News

Students Grow Biggest cabbage Heads in Georgia

Franklinton Women Held 40 Days of Prayer

Twelve weeks of 
weeding, fertilizing, 
watering, and spray-
ing for pests resulted 
in “Big Heads” of 
cabbage for the 
students of Bethany 
Christian Academy in 
Macon, Ga. The stu-
dents in grades three 
to six entered into an 
agriculture adventure 
of planting oversized 
cabbages donated by 
Bonnie Plant Farms. 
After a small space of 
land was tilled with 
lime and cottonseed 
meal, the students 
planted eight cab-
bage plants.

This is usually a 
project for the third grad-
ers, but was extended to 
the upper grades as well. 

Beatrice Banks, Bethany 
principal-teacher, believed 
the pro-ject would be ben-
eficial to other students as 
well. In the past, the stu-
dents took the seeds home 

to grow the plants, but it 
was decided to grow the 
cabbages at the school.

A 4-MAT lesson on 
gardening was planned. 
First connecting the 

students with the 
taste of coleslaw to 
studying in the Bible 
of the first garden 
attended by Adam 
and Eve, the minds 
of the students were 
opened. After do-
ing research about 
the different types 
of cabbages and 
drawing pictures 
of cabbage for art 
class, the students 
were ready to plant 
their crop.

Twelve weeks 
later, the heads 
of cabbage were 
harvested. The stu-

dents celebrated by taking 
the cabbages home and 
enjoying them with their 
families.

Many of the women of 
the Franklinton Church in 
Franklinton, N.C., recently 
celebrated the completion 

of 40 days of prayer and 
devotional readings by 
Dennis Smith. This study 
guide was designed to pre-

pare the partakers for the 
second coming of Jesus.

The 40 days of prayer 
and devotions reminded 

the 
women 
of the im-
portance 
of the 
daily infu-
sion of 
the Holy 
Spirit. In 
addition 
to daily 
prayer 
for the 
baptism of 
the Holy 
Spirit, 
each 
participant 

was charged with praying 
for five individuals. These 
individuals were also the 
recipients of outreach 
follow-up.

Ann Turner, women 
ministries director, spear-
headed the event by pur-
chasing enough books for 
each of the women, and 
assigning each of them a 
prayer partner. 

The 40 days concluded 
with a special Sabbath ser-
vice where a challenging 
message was shared from 
the pastor, Herbert Ander-
son. The service included  
Communion and a fellow-
ship dinner.

—BY LoñIETA THomPSoN 
CoRNwALL

The largest cabbage, grown by Patrick Watson, a fourth grader, weighed ap-
proximately 15 pounds. These cabbages are known to grow big enough to weigh 
from 30 to 50 pounds.

Pictured are the women who participated in the 40 days of prayer devotion.



 

South Central News

conference Session Report
More than 1,000 del-

egates travelled to Oak-
wood University Church 
for the Third Quinquen-
nium and 24th Regular 
Constituency Session of 
the South Central Confer-
ence of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, June 25-26, 2011. 
This meeting was origi-
nally scheduled for April 
30-May 1, 2011. However, 
the severe and deadly tor-
nados prevented this from 
happening. Delegates at 
the Constituency Session, 
held every five years, met 
to discuss the business of 
the Conference, vote in 
the administrative team 
and directors, and share 

their votes and opinions 
on how the Conference 
should operate. Report 
listed below:
Administration
• Dana C. Edmond - 
 President
• Auldwin Humphrey - 
 Secretary
• Zenobia Seward - 
 Treasurer

Departmental Personnel
• Communication - 
 Michael Harpe
• Education 
 Superintendent - 
 Erma lee (Interim) -   
 Search Committee
• Family Health Educa-

tion Service - 

 Java Mattison
• latino Ministries - 
 Edgardo Herrera
• Ministerial - 
 Benjamin Jones Jr.
• Prayer and Men’s 
 Ministries - Roy Rugless
• Evangelism - 
 Alfred Miller and 
 Donell Morgan
• Sabbath School and
 Spirit of Prophecy -   
 Craig Newborn
• Evangelism and 
 Personal Ministries - 
 Jeffery Watson
• Youth Ministries -  
 Vandeon Griffin and   
 Wayne Hewlett

All other and part-time 

positions were referred to 
the Executive Committee.

The rest of the report 
may be viewed at the 
South Central website, 
www.scc-adventist.org.

—BY mICHAEL HARPE

Dana Edmond (left), Confer-
ence president, and Auldwin 
Humphrey, Conference execu-
tive secretary, were re-elected.
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Southern Adventist University

kimberly Graves, ’09, 
never imagined God’s plan 
for her life would lead her 
to where she is now. To-
day, Graves runs Heaven’s 

emergency Response conference Held on campus

alum Shares Heaven’s Bounty

Professors travel to Sister School in Russia

Southern Adventist 
University’s School of Social 
Work hosted an emergency 
response conference, “Psy-
chological First Aid: Com-
munity Collaboration,” for 
the community on June 14, 
2011. 

The day-long con-
ference covered several 
aspects on psychological 
and emotional response 
following disasters. Sherry 
Campbell, graduate social 
work student, coordinated 
the conference as part of 
her graduate project under 
Sharon Pittman, Ph.D., mas-

ter of social work professor. 
Among the 110 people 

who attended the confer-
ence were police officers, 
teachers, counselors, and 
pastors. About 17 of the 
attendees were graduate 
social work students, some 
of which are pursuing an 
emphasis in trauma and 
emergency response. The 
diverse group demonstrates 
that emotional response 
isn’t only for social work-
ers, but an interdisciplinary 
effort for anyone who’s 
interested.

 “It’s not about going 

deep into counseling,” 
says David Houtchens, 
graduate social work stu-
dent. “It’s about providing 
emotional support.”

Two days follow-
ing the conference, the 
School of Social Work 
offered Community Emer-
gency Response Training 
(CERT) and certification. 
These training courses 
were a mix of classroom 
instruction and hands-on 
experience.

The School of Social 
Work faculty and students 
hope this was the first of 

many conferences in the 
area of emergency response 
and other related topics. 

—BY INGRId HERNANdEz

Bounty, a ministry that 
provides food to those in 
need.

The start of Heaven’s 
Bounty can be traced back 
to a time when Graves was 
trying to provide food to 
a friend. Having little food 
herself, she asked grocery 
store employees to donate 
what was not being sold. 
After asking employees at 
several stores, she finally 
received a yes.

That day, Graves 
came back with four cases 
of produce. She and her 

friend couldn’t finish all 
of it, so they shared with 
others.

Recognizing there were 
so many in need, Graves 
and her friends began to 
help about 30 families. 
Today, Heaven’s Bounty 
distributes food on a daily 
basis. 

Graves says she enjoys 
the opportunity she and 
other volunteers have to 
touch others. One of the 
many miracles she’s seen 
occurred when Heaven’s 
Bounty called a mother 

who had just finished pray-
ing for God to provide her 
family with food.

Another opportunity 
came when Graves was 
able to give a Bible to a 
woman picking up food 
— she had wanted one for 
three months.

 “Rather than just feed-
ing the poor,” says Donna 
Ehrlich, Graves’ friend of 
four years, “[kimberly] is 
duplicating in others the 
desire to bless someone 
else.”

—BY INGRId HERNANdEz

Professors Doug Tilstra, 
Ph.D., and Michael Caf-
ferky, D.B.A., traveled to 
Russia on July 5-18, 2011, 
to challenge the doctoral 
work of students in the 
Zaoksky Theological Semi-
nary. Tilstra and Cafferky 
were part of a doctoral dis-
sertation committee made 
up of a scholar from the 

General Conference and 11 
university professors. 

During their visit, 
committee members asked 
questions and heard the 23 
students defend their work. 
The students of Zaoksky 
Theological Seminary are 
earning their doctor of 
ministry degrees through 
Andrews University.

Tilstra and Cafferky are 
two of the many Southern 
professors serving on doc-
toral committees.

“It is good for Southern 
professors to network with 
others in academia,” says 
Tilstra.

“Southern is making a 
contribution because we 
have people here who 

have expertise,” says Caf-
ferky. “Why not offer this 
expertise to the global 
Church?”

Both Tilstra and Caf-
ferky agree that this visit 
benefited the relationship 
between Southern and Za-
oksky Adventist University.

—BY INGRId HERNANdEz

Participants responded to disaster 
simulations during the emergency 
response training.

Southern alum Kimberly 
Graves distributes food to 
needy families through her 
ministry.



 

Southeastern News

Bethel Church in 
Gainesville, Fla. is the 
new church home for 16 
newly baptized individu-
als. Their baptism is a 
result of the three-week 
“New lease on life, Fam-
ily Survival in the 21st 
Century” Bible confer-
ence that Bethel recently 
held. 

Randy Robinson, 
Southern Union treasurer, 
was the guest evangelist. 
“The series sought to 
teach attendees how to 
survive everyday chal-
lenges,” said kevin k. 
Bryan, Bethel pastor.

Preparation for the 
event began with a Soul 
Winning Action Team 
(SWAT) training on prayer, 
fasting, and tract attack led 
by John Washington Sr., 
Bethel personal ministries 
leader.   

Members were divided 
into groups representing 

the 12 biblical tribes, and 
set out each Sabbath armed 
with door hangers, sets of 
Bible studies, fliers, and an 
eight-question community 
survey.

Night after night the 
Word of God was pre-
sented in a simple, practi-
cal way through music, 
scripture, and the preached 
Word. Intriguing nightly 

topics included, “Sleep-
ing Through the Siren,” 
“Strange Man of Mud 
and Metal,” “Your Day 
in Court,” “Mr. One Day 
late,” and “What’s in a 
Name?” just to name a 
few. 

Each night also fea-
tured a segment entitled 
”Focus on Finances,” 
which highlighted key 
action texts to assist 
listeners in coping with 
hard economic times in 
which we are now living.  

The proven formula 
for getting out of debt 

forever was outlined in the 
four “P’s”: Put away credit 
cards, Prioritize your debt, 
Pick the smallest one, Pay 
it off.

On the first Sabbath of 
the crusade, two attendees 
gave their hearts to the 
lord, and three additional 
ones on the second Sab-
bath.   

The final Sabbath saw 
an abundant outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, with nine 
additional baptisms during 
the divine worship service.

But wait, the Holy 
Spirit still was not through. 
At the close of the final 
service on Saturday night, 
an appeal was made, and 
six others took their stand 
— two of which were bap-
tized that night, bringing 
the total number baptized 
to 16. In addition, 10 Bible 
studies were conducted, 
and will, by the Grace of 
God, lead to further bap-
tisms.

The series was made 
possible and successful due 
to the teamwork and co-
operation of the Southern 
Union Conference, South-
eastern Conference, the 
pastor, Bible workers, and 
members of Bethel.

—BY BETTY J. 
STEwART-FULLwood

Bethel Baptizes 16 During evangelistic effort

Randy Robinson, Southern Union 
treasurer, was the guest evangelist.

christine carr turns 90
Christine Carr cel-

ebrated her 90th birthday 
on June 10, 2011. She was 
born in Chicago, Ill., the 
fourth child of five born 

to the late Marie and W. 
H. Williams. She was the 
loving wife of the late 
Edwin G. Carr for 49 years. 
To this union was born 

Emerson and Ellery, two 
loving, doating sons.

Christine received 
a bachelor’s degree in 
childhood education 
from McAlester Senior 
College in St. Paul, 
Minn., and went on to 
receive a master’s degree 
in child psychology from 
the University of Minne-
sota, Duluth, Minn.

After 26 years in the 
field of education, she 

retired and moved with 
her husband to Orlando, 
Fla., in 1988.

Christine was invited 
by a friend to attend a 
Revelation Seminar that 
was being conducted at 
Mt. Sinai Church in Or-
lando, Fla. Upon comple-
tion of the seminar and 
continued Bible studies, 
she was truly convicted of 
the seventh-day Sabbath, 
the health message, and 
the Spirit of Prophecy. She 
was baptized in 1995, and 
became a member of Mt. 
Sinai.

Her dedication to 

education led her to spon-
sor several students to Mt. 
Sinai Junior Academy. She 
has also contributed to the 
needs of the church. Carr 
is an honorary member of 
the senior citizens commit-
tee, the deaconess board, 
and kings Daughters 
Chapter 2, at Mt. Sinai.

A loving mother, 
grandmother, great-grand-
mother, and sister, she is a 
treasure to her family and 
friends alike. “I want to be 
in that number when Jesus 
comes again,” said Carr.

—BY YVoNNE moYE

34       T I D I N G S  •  A u g u s t  2 0 1 1    



       

Southeastern News

tabernacle Hosts NaD’s Reach-out Symposium
Evangelism comes 

in many forms. Crusades 
and tent meetings bring 
thousands of people to 
the Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church each year, but 
they can’t reach everyone. 
That’s where alternative 
methods come in.

 “We must reach the 
people in our communities 
and let them know how 
much God cares, and that 
we’re here for them,” said 
Olinto Groce, pastor of 
Tabernacle Church, Miami, 
Fla. “This weekend will 
give all of us tools to wit-
ness to them.”

 The North American 
Division’s (NAD) Reach-
Out Symposium, held at 
Tabernacle from April 
15 to 17, 2011, was an 
opportunity to remind 
hundreds of attendees 

from the United States and 
the Caribbean, that many 
sermons take place away 
from the pulpit.

“We’ve had a chance 
to learn, and we’ve had a 
chance to put into prac-
tice what we’ve learned,” 
said Joe Watts, disaster 
response national coordi-
nator.

 The seminars were 
designed to attend the 
needs of as many people 
in the surrounding com-
munity as possible. In ad-
dition to disaster response, 
workshops focused on 
senior citizens, and youth.  

For seniors, the work-
shops covered topics such 
as Medicare and Medicaid, 
estate planning and finan-
cial, and legal issues.

For the youth, the 
focus was on “Youth Em-

powered to Serve” initia-
tive. In addition to tutoring 
and mentoring, young 
people who stay active 
tend to stay out of trouble.

The ultimate goal is 
church growth through 
community development. 
Each church has a vital 
stake in the neighborhood 
it serves. 

As churches target and 
identify the needs of their 
areas, they are, by exten-
sion, targeting and identi-
fying the needs of future 
members of the congrega-
tion.

Programs such as food 
distribution and tutoring 
work best where people 
need assistance making 
ends meet, and students 
need after-school help. 

“I think this is a 
phenomenon,” said Sung 

kwon, executive director 
of Adventist Community 
Services. “I’m thrilled to 
see older generations 
working side-by-side with 
younger generations to get 
everyone involved, and 
where they need to go.”

Deroy Moncrieffe, 
head of Tabernacle’s 
community service depart-
ment, spearheaded the 
symposium’s south Florida 
stop (the NAD has sympo-
siums throughout the year 
around the United States, 
and was very pleased with 
the results).

“This is what we have 
long looked forward to,” 
Moncrieffe said to the 
church members before 
the symposium. “When it’s 
over, we will have the op-
portunity to change lives.”

—BY JoHN dEVINE
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Life at Pisgah Estates offers a perfect blend 
of privacy and community with all the 
advantages of independent living. Our safe 
and secure environment provides pleasant, 
low-traffic areas for walking, and our fully 
equipped Wellness Center is available for 
fitness and therapy. The choice is yours to 
do as much or as little as you like. Should 
your healthcare needs change, short term 
rehabilitation, Skilled Nursing and Assisted 
Living are available on campus. Live the 
worry-free retirement you’ve imagined 
with all the comforts and amenities of 
home, but none of the hassles of upkeep! 
Call today to schedule your visit.

95 Holcombe Cove Road  Cander, NC 28715
828-418-2333  www.pisgahvalley.orgS E C U R E ,  M A I N T E N A N C E - F R E E  C O N D O S  A R E  M O V E - I N  R E A D Y  N O W !

A Vibrant, Active 
Retirement Awaits You.

www.pisgahvalley.org
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O b i t u a r i e s
aDaMS, Willis elston, 89, born Nov. 15, 1921, 
died Jan. 18, 2011 in madison, TN. He was a 
member of madison Campus Church. He is 
survived by his wife, margaret; two sons: Stanley 
(Charlotte), and Bruce; three grandchildren; and 
two great-grandchildren.

aSHleY, Claude “ted,” 88, born July 28, 
1921 in wilkes County, NC, died July 15, 
2010 in monroe, NC. He was a member 
of monroe Church. He was a world war II 
U.S. Army veteran in the European Theatre, 
Naples Foggia, Rome Arno, Southern France, 
Rhineland, and Central Europe, where he 
received the Eamet Campaign Medal with five 
bronze stars and the good conduct medal. He is 
survived by his wife, Flora watson Ashley; two 
sons: Roy Ashley and Anthony “Tony” Ashley; 
two daughters: April Ashley and Robin Jasinsky; 
two grandchildren; and one great-grandchild. 
He was predeceased by his daughter, Glenda 
Louise Ashley; and 10 siblings.

auStIn, alice augusta, 76, born march 26, 
1935 in Los Angeles, CA, died April 21, 2011 
at her home in Collegedale, TN, surrounded 
by those she loved. She graduated from Ukiah 
Union High School, Ukiah, CA, in 1953, and 
was married to wiley Austin on Sept. 5, 1953, 
in Ukiah. She pursued her college degree 
while raising two children and graduated with 
honors from Southern Adventist University in 
1987 with a degree in long-term healthcare 
administration. She is survived by her husband 
of 57 years, wiley Austin; her children: dawn of 
denver, Co, and Russell of Evansville, TN; two 
sisters: Helen Bradley of Coos Bay, oR, and 
Harriett kelso of Clearwater, FL; two brothers: 
George donaldson of Largo, FL, and malcolm 
donaldson of dover, FL; one granddaughter, 
danielle davis of Chattanooga, TN; and two 
great-grandchildren. A memorial service was 
held may 14, 2011.

aVIlÉS, gamalier, 68, of Collegedale, TN, 
died Feb. 3, 2011. A native of Santiago, Chile, 
he resided in Collegedale for the past 33 years, 
and was a member of Collegedale Church; 
and was also one of the founding fathers of the 
Collegedale Hispanic Church. He is survived by 
his wife, Ana Avilés; three daughters: Viviana, 
Anita, and Esther; two sons: Rubén and Gabriel; 
14 grandchildren; three sisters: marta, Sara, 
and Margarita; five brothers: Daniel, Manuel, 
Ramón, Eleazar, and Ciro. He was preceded 
in death by two brothers, Juan and Alejandro. 
A memorial service was held Feb. 6, 2011 at 
Collegedale Church with Pastor Jim Herman 
officiating. Interment followed in Collegedale 
memorial Park.

BearuP, kenneth eugene, 70, born Nov. 
9, 1936 in key west, FL, died Aug. 17, 2007 
after a one-day illness. He and his wife, Velma, 
were charter members of the kenyon memorial 
Church in Thomasville, GA, when it organized 
in 1963. He served both as elder and deacon 
during his time there. He was a deacon at 
Collegedale, TN, Church for many years, and 
helped in whatever capacity was needed. He 
was a smiling, loving Christian and is greatly 

missed by his family and many friends. He 
is survived by his wife, Velma Holcombe 
Bearup of Collegedale; one daughter, melissa 
moenkhaus; four granddaughters: Johanna and 
katelyn moenkhaus of Paoli, IN, Heidi Peel of 
Chattanooga, TN, and karie moenkhaus of 
Collegedale; one sister, Theda Rendón; a host 
of nieces; and nephews. He was preceded in 
death by his parents: John dee Bearup Sr., and 
Thera mcNeal Bearup.

Bennett, ernie “Benny” rufus, 100, born 
Nov. 8, 1910 in windyville, mS, died Feb. 
19, 2011 in Pikeville, TN. He was a faithful 
member of the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
for 75 years. He was a charter member of the 
Pikeville Church. A great gardener, he raised 
nearly all of his family’s food. one can only 
imagine the changes he saw in his lifetime as 
our world went from a horse-and-buggy society 
to astronauts living on a space station. He was 
preceded in death by his wife, Bessie Barley 
Bennett, and son Neal. He is survived by twin 
daughters: Shirley (Gary) Burks and Charlotte 
Hollabough; one son, Joe; 20 grandchildren; 
33 great-grandchildren; and 10 great-great-
grandchildren. Services were conducted by 
Pastors david wendt and his grandson-in-law, 
Lee whitman. Burial was at mcdowell Cemetery 
in Pikeville, TN.

BenSon, Bernice galimore, died Jan. 27, 
2011. She graduated from Phillis wheatly 
High School in San Antonio, TX, attended St. 
Philip’s College, and graduated from oakwood 
University with a secretarial science degree. 
After completing her studies at oakwood, 
she relocated to dallas, TX, where she was 
secretary to the head lawyer of the NAACP. 
with encouragement from Lowell L. Benson, 
she accepted the administrative secretary 
position to the secretary and treasurer of the 
South Central Conference in Nashville, TN. 
Lowell and Bernice’s relationship grew and 
they were married on Nov. 29, 1953 at the 
oakland Adventist Church in dallas, TX. In 1991, 
she retired after 38½ years at South Central, 
but continued to serve the Church through 
telephone ministries. She was a member of the 
Riverside Chapel Church in Nashville. She is 
survived by her husband of 57 years, Lowell 
L. Benson Sr., two children: Lowell “Ricky” L. 
(Claire) Benson Jr., and Sandra m. (Reginald) 
Benson Silas; four grandchildren: Calvin Carter, 
Esteban Benson, and Lacy and Austin Silas; 
two sisters: LaVera Galimore Samuels and 
Hartence Galimore Henderson; one brother, 
James (Anna) Galimore; nieces; nephews; other 
family members; and friends.

BISHoP, rita M., 89, born July 19, 1921 in 
Lowell, oH, died march 15, 2011 in zephyrhills, 
FL. She was a member of East Pasco Church, 
zephyrhills, FL, since 2003. She is survived 
by five sons: David (Ronda) Bishop of Wesley 
Chapel, FL, Robert (Erin) Bishop of Lutz, FL, 
Harold (Penny) Bishop of Land o’Lakes, FL, 
Charles (Lydia) Bishop of Tampa, FL, and 
Ronald (Carol) Bishop of Tampa; two daughters: 
Carolyn (Earl) Beck of Bradenton, FL, and 
Linda Hamilton of wesley Chapel; one brother, 

James Huck; three sisters: margaret miller, 
Gertrude Arnold, and mildred Schwendman; 17 
grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren. The 
service was conducted by James Johnson at 
East Pasco Church in zephyrhills, and interment 
was at Florida National Cemetery, Bushnell, FL.

BlakeY, gloria, 66, born in 1945 in mobile, AL, 
died Feb. 12, 2011 in mobile. She was a member 
of Cody Road Church in mobile. She is survived 
by her husband, Larry Blakey.

BrIan, neil, H., 67, born Nov. 3, 1943 in 
Baton Rouge, LA, died Feb. 19, 2011 in Palm 
Coast, FL. He was a member of St. Augustine, 
FL, Church for 14 years. He is survived by his 
spouse, mary; one son, Shane Curtis of Flagler 
Beach, FL; two daughters: Candi Howell, Palm 
Coast, FL, and Jill Struble of St. Augustine; 
one sister, Melba Mokry of Brazoria, TX; five 
grandchildren; and one great-grandchild. 
The service was conducted by Pastor Barry 
Seals at Craig’s Flagler Palm, Flagler Beach, 
and interment was at Jacksonville National 
Cemetery, Jacksonville, FL.

BroDerSen, raymond H., 96, born Aug. 
8, 1914 in New York mills, mN, to danish 
immigrant parents, died Jan. 22, 2011. He 
was the youngest of eight children. In 1940, 
following college, he married Emma Jean and 
the two began a long life of service together. 
Following several years of pastoral and 
evangelistic work in North dakota, the couple 
was called to serve as missionaries. with two 
small sons, they made the long voyage to India, 
arriving in 1946. A few years later, a daughter 
completed the family. After 13 years in India, 
they returned to the United States so their 
children could continue their education. when 
the last child graduated from college, they 
returned to mission service, this time to Taiwan, 
and later to okinawa. Between mission service 
appointments, he served as a pastor in several 
areas of Virginia, including Roanoke, Hampton, 
and Appomattox, as well as many years in the 
Potomac Conference as Sabbath School and 
lay activities leader. The Brodersens retired 
to Collegedale, TN, in 1983. They were active 
members of Collegedale Church, where he 
served as an assistant pastor for several years. 
He loved gardening—especially roses. He was 
known as the “Rose man of Collegedale,” and 
many were recipients of his beautiful flowers. 
After 57 years of marriage, Emma Jean passed 
away. For the last 12 years of his life, Ray was 
blessed to again find love with his second 
wife, marie. She was his joy as they traveled 
and shared retirement years together. He is 
survived by his wife, marie; two sons: Raymond 
(darlene) of Calimesa, CA, and Jim (Ellen) of 
Harrisonburg, VA; one daughter, Judy (david) 
winters of Apison, TN; eight grandchildren:  
kelly (Les) mathewson, marc (Apryl) Brodersen, 
Ryan Brodersen, Ashley (Bryan) Beagle, Eric 
Brodersen, Amanda winters, Jessica (Brad) 
Clifford, and Lorelei (darren) dennis; five 
great-grandchildren: Justin, Beth, and Jennifer 
mathewson, devin Brodersen, and Sadie 
Clifford. A memorial service was held Feb. 19, 
2011 at Collegedale Church.
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BrookS, Jack M., 79, born dec. 27, 1931 in 
Fort meade, FL, died Feb. 14, 2011 in ocala, FL. 
He was a member of the dunnellon Company 
in dunnellon, FL, for nine years. He was a U. 
S. Army veteran and a retired anesthetist. He 
is survived by his wife of 18 years, Phyllis; four 
sons: david (Angie) Brooks of Shelby, NC, Jack 
Brooks of Seminole, TX, Billy (debbie) Langford, 
Frostproof, FL, and Garry (Litha) Langford of 
dunnellon; four daughters: deborah (Roy) 
Revels of Avon Park, FL, katherine moore of 
Sebring, FL, melanie (Hugh) Harrison, Highland 
City, FL, and Betty (Talley) Hall, Bartow, FL; 
one son-in-law, Steve Summerall; two brothers: 
Herman Brooks of Lakeland, FL, and Harold 
Brooks of winter Haven, FL; three sisters: Faye 
Garcia of Homeland, FL, Lucy Hartwein of Fort 
myers, FL, and Betty osteen of Bartow, FL; 
22 grandchildren; and 24 great-grandchildren. 
The service was conducted by dave Swinyar at 
Roberts Funeral Home in dunnellon. Interment 
was at dunnellon memorial Gardens.

BroWnIng, Sarah lamanda “Francis,” 
born march 27, 1929 in Clanton, AL, died Jan. 
9, 2011 in Huntsville, AL. She was a member 
of Huntsville Central Church. She is survived 
by her husband, James Browning; daughters: 
Patricia Hillard, matinda mcCleary, and deone 
keane; one son, Tim Browning; one sister, mary 
Jo Lovelady; 15 grandchildren; and 22 great-
grandchildren.

BrYant, arthur (art) P., 80, born Feb. 23, 
1930 in Gainesville, GA, died march 4, 2010 
at Park Ridge Hospital. He served 36 years 
as administrator and physician recruiter in 
hospitals in the Southern and Southwestern 
unions. He also opened and started the winslow 
memorial Home in Elizabeth City, NC, where he 
was administrator for 14 years. He is survived 
by his wife of 61 years, Barbara G. Bryant 
of Candler, NC; one daughter, Barbara Jean 
Redden of Hendersonville, NC; two sons: david 
A. (Sherri) Bryant of orlando, FL, and Thomas 
H. Bryant of Candler; four grandchildren; one 
great-grandchild; two sisters: Betty Jo Satterfield 
of dahlonega, GA, and Billie Jean Gayken of 
Eustus, FL; many nieces; and nephews. His 
brother Homer G. Bryant predeceased him. A 
memorial service was held at mount Pisgah 
Academy Church in Candler.

Bunn, Jr., Frank M., 72, born Aug. 9, 1938 in 
Queens Village, NY, died April 16, 2011 in North 
Port, FL. He was a member of Port Charlotte, 
FL, Church for five years. He was a retired flight 
engineer with the U. S. Air Force and retired 
from New York City Transit. He is survived 
by his wife, Janice; daughter, Lisa Anderson; 
brother, Ronald Bunn; sister, Betty ward; and 
two grandchildren. The service was conducted 
by dr. Newton Cleghorne in Port Charlotte, and 
interment was at Sarasota National Cemetery, 
Sarasota, FL.

BurkS, everette lester, 97, born April 13, 
1913 in war Eagle, AR, died Aug. 22, 2010 
in Lebanon, TN. He was a charter member of 
Pikeville, TN, Church. He is survived by two sons: 
Gary L. (Shirley) and Larry (Patty) of Pikeville, 

TN; one daughter, Annette (Richard) Poulton, 
Lebanon, TN; 13 grandchildren; 16 great-
grandchildren; seven great-great-grandchildren; 
one sister, mary (Burks) washburn of Tulsa, ok. 
He was laid to rest beside his wife of 64½ years, 
LaVera, in Brushy Cemetery.

BYrD, gracie (Cochran), 80, born march 
13, 1930 in wachula, FL, died Sept. 16, 
2010 in Asheville, NC. She was a member 
of waynesville, NC, Church which she loved, 
supported, and faithfully attended until her 
death. She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Vance Byrd. She is survived by three 
daughters and two sons: Roger Byrd, Cindy 
Byrd Collins, Robyn Byrd Pe’sson, Vernon 
Byrd, and meloney Byrd moore. 

CaMPBell, royel W., 75, born march 2, 
1935 in Jamaica, west Indies, died Aug. 17, 
2010 in Port Charlotte, FL. He was a member 
of Port Charlotte Church for 19 years. He 
is survived by one son, Fitzroy (Annette) of 
Yonkers, NY; one daughter, kelly Campbell of 
New York, NY; one brother, Bryant of deltona, 
FL; five sisters: Joyce Bonner of Avon Park, 
FL, Lurline williams of St. Catherine, Jamaica, 
Evelyn Bray, olga murray, and Corra Bailey of 
St. Ann, Jamaica; eight grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren. His wife, doreen, died 
five months previous. The service was held 
in Port Charlotte, FL, conducted by Pastor 
Timothy Goff. Interment was in Port Charlotte.

CaMPBell, Smith Blanche (edge), 82, 
born Nov. 15, 1927 in moore, SC, died Nov. 9, 
2010. She had been a very faithful and active 
member of Spartanburg, SC, Church, and 
worked many years as a nursing assistant. 
She was the loving wife of marvin “mC” 
Campbell and was first married to the late 
Eugene Smith. She is also survived by one 
son, Leo Smith (kathleen); one daughter, 
Brenda Fulbright; two sisters: Arbutus Trail 
and Grace Elvira Chesney; two grandchildren; 
three great-grandchildren; and three step-
children: donna Schafer, Rosanne Thompson, 
and Glen Campbell. She was predeceased by 
one sister, Naomi Anderson.

Clark, edith, 84, born Jan. 16, 1926, died 
dec. 23, 2010 in Sebring, FL. She was a 
member of Avon Park, FL, Church. She was 
a teacher for one year at the walker memorial 
Academy in Avon Park. She is survived by 
two daughters: Carol Clark and kara marsh 
of Avon Park. The service and interment were 
at Lakeview memorial Gardens, Sebring, FL, 
conducted by Harry Bennet and Pastor Paul 
Boling.

CoPe, Betty, 79, born march 6, 1932 in Fort 
meade, FL, died march 9, 2011 in Tampa, FL. 
She was a member of Avon Park, FL, Church. 
She was a physical therapy aide for 29 years. 
She is survived by her husband, Jay; one 
daughter, Patricia Sullivan of Chattanooga, 
TN; and two grandchildren. The service and 
interment were at Evergreen Cemetery, Fort 
meade, FL, where the service was conducted 
by Pastor Earnhardt.

CroSS, Joseph lee, 76, born Nov. 17, 1934, 
died march 4, 2011 in Illinois. He received his 
education from Illinois public school systems. 
At an early age he joined the military, first 
the Navy and then the Air Force. He had an 
excellent affinity in making friends, of whom he 
counted dearly and loyally. He was an employee 
of Caterpillar for more than 30 years, and had 
been running his personal business for many 
years with great satisfaction and success. His 
wife of five years, Kaeretha, had a Christ-like 
influence on him which led him to join the 
Adventist Church. He is survived by his wife, 
kaeretha; his church family; many neighbors; 
friends; and business associates. The funeral 
was held at marianna Chapel Funeral Home 
with Pastor Jeff Westberg officiating.

DeVIne, Harold aaron, 88, born Sept. 11, 
1922 in Central City, kY, died Nov. 11, 2010 in 
Huntsville, AL. He was a member of Huntsville 
Central Church. He is survived by his wife, mary 
Lois devine; one son, Harold Aaron devine Jr.; 
and one daughter, Shelia A. Evans.

DICkerHoFF, Frederick Irwin, 78, born April 
20, 1932, died Jan. 24, 2011 in a local hospital. 
A resident of Apison, TN, he was retired from 
mckee Foods and a member of Collegedale, 
TN, Church. He is survived by his wife, Phyllis 
dickerhoff; one son, michael Alan (Betsy) 
dickerhoff of New market, VA; one daughter, 
michelle marie (Greg) miles of mcdonald, TN; 
six grandchildren: kristin dickerhoff, Natalie 
dickerhoff, Emily dickerhoff, Nathan dickerhoff, 
Trevor miles, and Garrett miles; one brother, 
dallas dickerhoff of deland, FL; two sisters: 
mariam Slack of Longwood, FL, and Clara Cole 
of Charlotte, NC. Funeral services were held 
Jan. 27, 2011 at Heritage Funeral Home Chapel 
with Pastor Dwight Herod officiating. Interment 
followed in Collegedale memorial Park. 

Dunn, Pauline Day, 93, born dec. 10, 1916 
in Baldwinsville, mA, died dec. 7, 2010 in 
meridian, mS. She was a member of Community 
Church. She was a graduate of South Lancaster 
Academy, attended Atlantic Union College, and 
later graduated from Pacific Union College. 
She was mother to six children, and faithfully 
served in many church offices during the years 
including working with the Pathfinders. In 1968, 
she became a nursing home administrator in 
Jackson, mS, and put her heart and soul into 
making a special place for those who came to 
live there. In 1978, the Gulf States Conference 
built the Adventist Health Center near Bass 
memorial Academy in Lumberton, mS. She 
accepted the invitation to be the administrator 
of the facility when it was finished, and was 
very much involved in decisions made during 
the construction and occupancy stages before 
it opened in 1981. She retired in 1984 and 
moved to meridian to be near family. In may of 
1994, she received an honorary degree from 
Bass memorial Academy. Since the inception 
of the school in August of 1961, there had been 
at least one of her children or grandchildren 
attending or working at the school. As a single 
parent with six children to raise, she felt blessed 
to have the academy to help her educate and 
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train them to love and serve the Lord. Her trust 
in God and determination to face any obstacle 
that came her way has been an inspiration to 
all those who knew her. She is survived by five 
daughters: donna (Glen) Brock, Ina mcFarland, 
marilyn (mike) Nicholson, Peggy (dave) Hallman, 
and Judy (willis) Robertson; 12 grandchildren; 
25 great-grandchildren; two brothers: Calvin and 
Clyde day; two sisters: marguerite Farwell and 
madeline Jones. She was preceded in death by 
her only son, Roy Albert dunn.

FISHer, ernest Howard, 82, born Jan. 7, 1929 
in Nashville, TN; died march 15, 2011 in madison, 
TN. He attended madison College for three years. 
during denominational employment he worked 
at the Southern Publishing Association, was 
assistant manager at the kentucky-Tennessee 
Adventist Book Center, and manager of the 
Adventist Book Center in the kansas Conference. 
He was also self-employed in the construction 
industry and worked as a realtor. His greatest 
ambition in life was to follow and serve his Lord, 
which he did by serving in many local church 
ministries. He is survived by three sons: Gary 
(Cynthia) Fisher, Stephen Fisher, and kevin 
Fisher; one daughter, Alesa (Scott) Fisher Esh; 
one sister, Betty Jean (Henry) Fisher Craig; 
and three grandchildren: Jonathan H. Fisher, 
Shana N. michalek, and kaitlyn E. Fisher. He 
was predeceased by his wife of 58 years, oveda 
Lambert Fisher; one brother, Albert walter Fisher 
Jr.; and one sister, Geraldine Fisher Hagewood 
Young. Pastor Ed Sharpe and Tom Day officiated 
at the funeral service.

FISHer, linda, 63, born march 13, 1947 in mt. 
Holly, NJ, died may 28, 2010 in winter Park, FL. 
She was a member of kress memorial Church, 
winter Park, FL, for 30 years. She is survived 
by her mother, Helen Smith of winter Park. She 
was predeceased by her father, Elder walter H. 
Smith, and her husband, Charles Edwin Fisher. 
The service was conducted at kress memorial 
Church by Pastor Eric doran. Interment was at 
Glen Haven memorial Cemetery.

Fogg, gloria Jean, 68, born dec. 28, 1941 
in detroit, mI, died dec. 7, 2010 in Athens, AL. 
She was a member of Athens Church. She was 
a former school teacher at Forest Lake Academy 
in Florida. She is survived by her brother, Sidney 
Fogg. 

FraIleY, Flossie Jane, 76, born Sept. 29, 
1934 in Pembroke, kY, died may 16, 2011 in 
Nashville, TN. She was a member of Cross 
Plains Church, where she served as assistant 
Sabbath School superintendent, special music 
coordinator, and deaconess. She is survived by 
her children: James (Judy) Hess, donald Frailey, 
Regina Frailey, Tanya (Chuck) Fields; son-in-
law, Eugene Rhye; 10 grandchildren; 11 great-
grandchildren; two brothers: Glen Elkins and 
Harlan (Pat) Elkins; three sisters: Lillian Bailey, 
Nola (wayne) king, and Barbara Szalmasagi; 
many aunts; uncles; cousins; nieces; nephews; 
and friends. She was preceded in death by her 
parents; her husband, Edward Joseph Frailey; 
one daughter, Lolita Jane Rhye; and one great-
granddaughter, Allison Jessup. Pastors Bob 

Korzyniowski and Jeremiah Smart officiated 
at the service on may 20.

FrooD, rose, 69, born Feb. 3, 1942 in 
windsor, ontario, Canada, died may 6, 2011 
in Avon Park, FL. She was a member of Avon 
Park Church. Her denominational employment 
included: secretary - PUC-HHES Sept. 1, 
1963-1969; CUC-HHES 1972-1976; AUC 
1976-1978; LUC 1978-1984; R & H 1984-1992; 
Family Enrichment Res. 1992-1994; VoP 
1994-1997; full time North American division 
for 14 years. She is survived by her husband, 
Reginald; son, doug Frood of Collegedale, TN; 
step-father, don Bretzke of Canada; and three 
grandchildren. The service was conducted by 
Pastor Paul Boling at Avon Park Church.

garCIa, Sr., robert, 83, born June 4, 1927 in 
Puerto Rico, died may 5, 2011 in Sebring, FL. 
He was a member of Avon Park, FL, Church. 
He was an X-ray technician for 25 years in 
Puerto Rico and Sebring. He is survived by 
his wife, Ana; son, Robert Jr., of winter Haven, 
FL; and five grandchildren. The service was 
conducted by Pastor Paul Boling at Avon 
Park Church, and interment was at Lake View 
memorial Park in Sebring.

gooDIn, golda, 94, born in 1917 in Basket 
Station, kY, died Feb. 2, 2011 in New Albany, 
IN. She was a member of Louisville, kY, First 
Church. She is survived by one son, Bobbie 
R. Goodin; one daughter, Patti Higgs; five 
grandchildren; and 15 great-grandchildren.

graVeS, elder Jim gorman, 72, died may 
24, 2011 from a short battle with cancer. 
For 35 years (1974-2009) Graves served as 
district pastor throughout Texas and North 
Carolina for the North American division. 
Graves earned B.S. degrees in math and 
physics, graduated from the Nuclear Power 
school in the U.S. Navy, and later earned his 
third B.S. degree in theology. In 1960 Graves 
enlisted in the service of the U.S. Navy. After 
qualifying in submarines and as a nuclear 
power operator, he served as a machinist 
mate on the then world’s largest twin-reactor 
nuclear-powered submarine, the U.S.S. Triton 
SSN586, which was the first vessel to execute 
a submerged circumnavigation of the Earth. 
Graves was honorably discharged in 1970 as 
chief machinist mate. He is survived by his 
wife, Bette Jean Graves; one son, James Yale 
(Patricia Francis) Graves of Pennsylvania; 
one daughter, kimberly Colleen Graves; one 
brother, Thomas Alan Graves; one sister, 
Jane Graves Larner; and three grandchildren: 
James doyle, G. drew Frances, and Grace 
Veronica Graves.

greene, James I., 57, born dec. 8, 1952 in 
Coleman, FL, died Aug. 18, 2010 in orlando, 
FL. He was a member of kress memorial 
Church, winter Park, FL. He is survived by 
his daughter, Jamila Greene, New York City, 
NY; and two grandchildren. The service was 
conducted by Pastor Eric doran at kress 
memorial Church. Interment was at wildwood 
Community Cemetery.

greVe, Doris, 78, born oct. 24, 1931 in 
detroit mI, died July 19, 2010 in Apopka, FL. 
She was a member of Florida Living Church, 
Apopka, FL, for two years. She is survived by 
her husband, Raymond; three sons: James of 
miami, FL, Richard of knoxville, TN, and kent 
of Kettle Falls, WA; one sister, Betty Winfield 
of Apopka; and six grandchildren. The service 
was conducted at Florida Living Church by 
Pastor Horace walsh. Interment was at Highland 
memory Gardens, Apopka.

grIFFIS, Charles S., 86, died Sept. 15, 2010, 
at Baptist Village Retirement Communities 
following an extended illness. He was a native 
of wayne County, GA, but lived most of his life 
in ware County, GA. He was a member of the 
waycross, GA, Church where he served as 
an elder and had been active in many areas 
of church related activities. He had retired as 
insurance agent with American General Life 
Insurance & Accident Insurance Company after 
34 years of service. He started his insurance 
career with Interstate Life which became Gulf 
Life Insurance Company and later became 
American General Life and Accident Insurance 
Company. He had also formerly been employed 
with Brunswick Shipyards during world war II, 
and with the Harrison Funeral Home of Jessup. 
He is survived by his wife of 67 years, Elizabeth 
F. Griffis of Waycross; three sons: Charles S, 
Griffis Jr. (Carolyn) of Covington, GA; Joe D. 
Griffis of Macon, GA; and Keith D. Griffis (Angie) 
of Brantley County, GA; six grandchildren: 
Shane Elizabeth Griffis of Montgomery, AL, 
Kyle Caroline Griffis of Oxford, GA, Samantha 
Morgan and Anna Marie Griffis both of Macon, 
Jace Aiden Griffis of Brantley County, GA, and 
Gregory Smith (Ashley) of Blackshear, GA; one 
great-grandchild, Jayde Smith; two sisters: Ethyl 
Green of Alma, GA, and Nellie Lee of Jesup, 
GA; one brother, George Griffis of Jessup, GA; 
nieces; nephews; and other relatives. He was 
preceded in death by his sister, Ruby Purvis, and 
his brother, Joe Griffis. Burial was in Oakland 
Cemetery.

HaMMonD, Warren g., 89, born July 10, 
1921, died Feb. 15, 2011 in Collegedale, TN, at 
a healthcare facility. He is survived by his son, 
william (Bill) Hammond of ooltewah, TN; one 
daughter, karen Hammond of Chattanooga, TN; 
and his son kris Hammond of Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL; five granddaughters: Lori Jane Nelson, 
katie Hammond, Emily Hammond, mackenzie 
Hammond, and maggie webb, and several 
great-granddaughters. He was preceded in 
death by his wife, kathryn Hammond; and his 
son, James w. Hammond.

HaSSenCaHl, Sr., John, 72, born oct. 19, 
1938, died April 19, 2011 in madison, TN. He 
was a member of madison Campus Church. He 
is survived by his wife, Bernice; two sons: John 
Hassencahl Jr., and donald Hassencahl; one 
daughter, Janice Lopes; and nine grandchildren.

HIll, Jr., Harrie e., 90, born Sept. 1, 1920 
in New Bedford, mA, died Feb. 24, 2011 in 
St. Augustine, FL. He was a member of St. 
Augustine Church for 27 years, where for many 
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years he and his wife produced weekly church 
bulletins and a church newsletter. He was a 
CPA accountant by profession and worked in 
the washington, dC, area until his retirement. 
He is survived by his church members who 
became his family. He was predeceased by 
his wife of 53 years, Eleanor, in december 
2008. The memorial service was conducted by 
Pastor Barry Seals at St. Augustine Church. 
The interment was at Craig’s memorial Park in 
St. Augustine. 

HIlton, Judith, 64, born Jan. 21, 1947 in 
Boston, mA, died April 7, 2011 in Port Charlotte, 
FL. She was a member of Port Charlotte Church 
for three and one half years. She served as an 
EmT for the Boston ambulance squad for 16 
years, and employed by several assisted living 
facilities and group homes for the mentally 
challenged in Florida. She is survived by her 
husband of 43 years, Richard; three sons: don 
of Englewood, FL, derek of Boyleston, mA, 
and darin of marlboro, mA; three brothers: 
Ray of Northboro, mA, Jack of w. wareham, 
mA, and Bob of wichita Falls, TX; and three 
grandchildren. The service was conducted by 
C. Lee Huff in Port Charlotte.

HolCoMBe, Bessie Sudduth, 91, born 
Aug. 8, 1914 in Campbell County, GA, died 
April 30, 2006 in moultrie, GA. She was an 
active member in every church she attended. 
She worked with community services while at 
Lakeland, GA, helped those displaced by the 
flood at Albany, GA, and made many quilts 
for the boys at Advent Home in Calhoun, TN. 
Her friends and family remember her lovingly. 
She was preceded in death by her husband, 
George david Holcombe, who died in 1995. She 
is survived by two daughters: Nina Almand of 
moultrie, and Velma Bearup of Collegedale, TN; 
three grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren; 
and three great-great-grandchildren. Graveside 
services were held at Barwick Seventh-day 
Adventist Church Cemetery. 

Horton, Joseph “Joe,” 88, born July 20, 
1922 in Arno, VA, died march 8, 2011 in Upland, 
CA. He was a member of Community Church in 
meridian, mS. He is survived by one daughter, 
Cheryl Bassard; and one son, Johnnie Horton.

Hulker, lois, 84, died may 13, 2011 at the 
masonic Homes of kentucky in Shelbyville. 
She was a native of Shelby County and was a 
member of Shelbyville Church. She is survived 
by four daughters: Ann (Sherman) Temple, Pat 
(wayne) Smallwood, Vickie (Ballard) Page, and 
diane (Lawrence) Asay; four sons: John (debra) 
Hulker, danny (katheryn) Hulker, Sammy 
(Beulah) Hulker, and Carl (Cynthia) Hulker; 
18 grandchildren; and 20 great-grandchildren. 
minister Jesse Baxter and Pastor Lin Powell 
officiated the service on May 16.

JaCkSon, nellie F., 92, born Sept. 2, 1918 in 
Birmingham, AL, died dec. 21, 2010 in decatur, 
AL. She was a member of decatur, AL, Church. 
She is survived by her brother, Farrell Jackson.

JoneS, James reeta, 112, born oct. 17, 1898 

in knoxville, TN, died dec. 1, 2010 at her son’s 
home in knoxville, TN. She was a member of 
Heritage Academy Church, and was believed 
to be the oldest person in Tennessee. She had 
a long history. She was born the same year as 
the Spanish-American war, and the year that 
marie and Pierre Curie announced the discovery 
of a substance called radium. She was born 
on a farm that eventually became Bluegrass 
Road in west knoxville. She was named 
James because her parents had all daughters 
and wanted a son. Her childhood was spent in 
horse-and-buggy days, and she remembered 
seeing the first train, car, and plane. She loved 
baking cherry pies and, despite never learning 
to drive a car, she enjoyed puttering around 
her neighborhood in a golf cart, which she did 
until she was 102. She attributed her longevity 
to her strong faith in God and a healthy lifestyle 
based on biblical principals. She adhered to a 
vegetarian diet as prevention against cancer 
and heart disease, and even at her death, she 
had no evidence of either of these diseases or 
high blood pressure. She was preceded in death 
by her husband of 70 years, oscar d. Jones, 
two sons, and one daughter. She is survived 
by three sons; 14 grandchildren; and 26 great-
grandchildren. A funeral service was held dec. 
4, 2010 at Rose mortuary mann Heritage Chapel 
in knoxville, TN.

JoneS, Susie B., 78, born oct. 11, 1931 in 
Prince George County, VA, died Sept. 19, 2010 
in decatur, GA. She was a member of Silver 
Springs Shores Church, ocala, FL, for 19 
years. She served as an elder, Sabbath School 
superintendent, women’s ministries assistant 
leader, and active in outreach ministry. She is 
survived by her son, Nathan Jones, ocala; two 
daughters: Gwendolyn (oliver) Stretching of 
Huntsville, AL, and Carol (Russell) Johnson of 
decatur; one sister, martha washington; four 
grandchildren; and six great- grandchildren. The 
service was conducted by dr. Alfred R. Jones 
and dr. Sherwin P. Jack at mountainside Church 
in decatur. Interment was at the FL National 
Cemetery, Bushnell, FL.

keIZer, leslie edmond, 85, born in the 
dutch East Indies (now Indonesia) on Nov. 25, 
1925, died Feb. 23, 2011 at Gordon Hospital 
in Calhoun, GA. He leaves his wife of 58 
years, Gloria (Empestan) keizer; his sons 
and daughters-in-law: Earle (Ann) of Canton, 
GA, Lester of Las Vegas, NV, Garth (Barbara) 
of Collegedale, TN, and Laverne (Lishcia) of 
Calhoun, GA; seven grandchildren; two step-
grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; and 
many close friends. His exciting journey took 
him all over the world, but the joy of his journey 
was in his profound love and commitment to God 
and his family. A memorial service in celebration 
of his life was held march 5, 2011 at Calhoun 
Church. Interment was at Collegedale memorial 
Park Cemetery.

kIgHt, Janet g., 67, born may 4, 1943 in 
oregon, died July 22, 2010 in Gainesville, FL. 
She was a member of Gainesville Church for 
25 years. She is survived by her husband, 
George; three sons: Bruce, Clayton, and Scott 

James; three daughters: Theresa martone, 
Janice Brown, and darci Jo James; one brother, 
daryl Burham; two sisters: Linda michaels and 
karen dunning; 20 grandchildren; and 17 great-
grandchildren. The service was conducted at 
morning Funeral Home in melrose, FL, by Henry 
mckinney. Interment was at Florida National 
Cemetery in Bushnell, FL.

laroSa, Pastor Salvatore r., 89, of dayton 
TN, born June 6, 1921 in Little Ferry, NJ, died 
Feb. 12, 2011 at the Hospice Care Center in 
Chattanooga. He earned a bachelor of theology 
degree from Atlantic Union College in South 
Lancaster, mA, and was a pastor with the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Greater New 
York, New Jersey, ohio, and michigan. He was a 
member of Brayton Road Church in dayton. He 
served his country with the U.S. Army Air Corp 
during world war II. He is survived by his wife of 
69 years, Laura Natalie meliti LaRosa of dayton; 
one son, Julius d. La Rosa of Camp Hill, PA; 
two daughters: Carol Anne Buhler of Harpster, 
OH, and Susan L. Maehre of Calhoun, GA; five 
grandchildren; and 11 great-grandchildren.

laWrenCe, ruth Carolyn Stairs, 88, born 
dec. 31, 1922 in Stoneham, mA, died may 8, 
2011. She was a chef for 17 years at Southern 
Adventist University in Collegedale, TN, and 
enjoyed quilting, knitting, and crocheting. 
She is survived by her children and their 
spouses: Linden (marilyn) Lawrence, Sandra 
(dave) Nowacki, david (Paula) Lawrence, 
Naomi (Harold) Smith, Ramona (Bob) Grant, 
Thomas Lawrence, and Rebecca Lawrence 
(Anthony Guadagno); 17 grandchildren; 18 
great-grandchildren; and three great-great-
grandchildren. Her husband, Philip Lawrence 
preceded her in death; and one brother, Stuart 
Stairs. A celebration of life service was held 
may 10, with Pastors Robert Grant and Barry 
Mahorney officiating. Interment is at Table Rock 
Seventh-day Adventist Church Cemetery.

lenker, otis e., 80, born Nov. 11, 1930 at 
St. Claire County, mI, died dec. 27, 2010 at 
ocala, FL. He was a member of Silver Springs 
Shores Church in ocala for six years, where 
he was the sound room coordinator. He is 
survived by his wife of 58 years, Gwendolyn; 
two sons, Christopher (Jackie), and otis Lloyd; 
four daughters: Cheri (Fred) Gray, LuAnna 
Lenker, Judith (John) Lenker, and wendy 
(Johny) Hardin; 15 grandchildren; and five great-
grandchildren. The service was conducted by 
Pastor Reynold maxwell and Elder Leroy Adams 
at Silver Springs Shores Church. Interment was 
at Florida National Cemetery, Bushnell, FL.

lInDleY, Stanley, olivia, 88, born Nov. 13, 
1921 in Spring Grove, VA, died July 22, 2010 
in Greensboro, NC. She was a member of 
Greensboro, NC, Church for more than 69 
years, and was involved until her death. She was 
married to R.L. Stanley for 50 years, and he died 
in 1988. She then married Bill Lindley, and he 
died in 2002. She was very involved for many 
years in managing the office of the electrical 
contracting business of mr. Stanley while she 
took care of their children. She is survived by two 
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sons: Joe Stanley Sr., and david Stanley; four 
daughters: Sara Joyce (Joy) walsh, Rebecca 
Anne (Becky) Hodges, Susan Simpson, and 
donna Antico; one step-son, david Lindley; one 
step-daughter, martha Allegro; 16 grandchildren; 
25 great-grandchildren; nieces; and nephews. 
Forbis & dick took care of the funeral and Pastor 
Gary Moyer officiated.

lIttell, Dr. Delvin edmar, 77, born July 
15, 1933, died Aug. 3, 2010. He was the 
youngest of five children born to Lester and 
Randa Littell. He was always an excellent 
student, and after completing high school 
he attended Southern Adventist University 
where he earned a bachelor of arts degree. 
After marrying Theresa Lynn von Pohle, they 
headed out to Loma Linda University medical 
School. The United States Army helped to 
finance his education, and after obtaining his 
m.d. degree, he received full scholarships to 
Harvard, Yale, and USC where he graduated 
with honors from the Schools of Public Health 
and Aerospace medicine. He was involved in 
the early astronaut program. He was so brilliant 
that subsequently he was put in charge of the 
Research and development Unit for pilots at 
Fort Rucker, AL. In conjunction with Corning, 
he helped develop a seat for pilots to protect 
their backs and legs in flight. He received 
many honors for his research and computer 
programs for the Army. He could repair any 
tool or appliance, tile a floor, build cabinets, or 
paint a house. The family moved 24 times from 
California to Florida, kansas to massachusetts, 
Alabama to washington State, and finally 
settling in Tennessee. He was sent on tours of 
duty to Vietnam and Cambodia. while there, he 
went out into the villages to care for the locals’ 
medical needs as well as their spiritual needs. 
during his duties within the United States, the 
family was often in areas where the pastors 
cared for multiple churches. He was always 
happy to help where ever needed. He was 
greatly loved by his patients. If needed, he 
would make house calls, sometimes way out 
into the hills. In washington State, he cared for 
the Indians because no one else would care 
for them. He was happy to help indigent people 
whenever they needed it, and often reduced 
medical fees for those struggling financially. 
He is survived by his loving wife, Theresa 
Lynn; one daughter, Pamela; four sons: Joel, 
douglas, Bryan, and marc; 10 grandchildren; 
four great grandchildren; one brother, Ned; 
many nieces; and nephews.

lloYD, Sr., richard alonzo, 58, born April 
13, 1952 in Burke County, died march 22, 2011. 
He was a member of morganton, NC, Church. 
He is survived by his wife of 33 years, dianne 
L. Lloyd; one son, Richard A. (Pat) Lloyd Jr., 
one grandson, malikai L. Lloyd; two brothers: 
Herbert Y. (Shirley) Coffey, and kenneth k. 
Lloyd; three sisters: Patricia A. Lloyd, mary 
E. Lloyd, and Anita Lloyd-Parks; two uncles: 
George Coffey and Thomas Coffey; three 
aunts: Louella C. kincaid, Joyce C. Yount, and 
Louise Lloyd; a host of relatives; and friends. 
The funeral was held at morganton Church with 
Pastor Barry Mahorney officiating.

loWe, James t., 94, born July 23, 1916 in 
Lakeland, FL, died dec. 26, 2010 in Panama 
City, FL. He was a member of Huntsville, 
AL, Central Church. He is survived by two 
sons: James T. Lowe Jr. and Jeffrey L. Lowe; 
one grandson, daniel T. Lowe; and one 
granddaughter, Allison L. Buckley.

loWe, Wade Chambliss, 81, born Aug. 13, 
1929 in Atlanta, GA, died may 18, 2011 in 
Avondale Estates, GA. during the korean 
war, he served in the U.S. Air Force and 
was stationed in Japan. After returning home 
he met his future wife, Jeanne mcwilliams, 
and the two were married August 2, 1954. 
He was an adventurer. His interests included 
buying/selling exotic cars, driving race cars, 
flying single-engine airplanes, photography, 
snowskiing; and traveling throughout the United 
States, Europe, and South America. Before he 
and his brother Roy retired, they owned and 
operated Lowe Glass in Chamblee, Atlanta 
GlassCrafters, and Bygone Era. He was a 
member of Atlanta Belvedere Church in decatur, 
GA, for 31 years; and served as an elder. He is 
survived by his loving, devoted wife of 56 years, 
Jeanne mcwilliams Lowe of Avondale Estates; 
one daughter and son-in-law: Linda and Ron 
morris of Conyers, GA; one brother, Roy Lowe 
of Clarksville, GA; two sisters: Sarah Rogers of 
St. Simons Island, GA, and Elinor Beavers of 
orlando, FL; nieces; and nephews. He was a 
kind and generous man. Interment was at the 
Georgia National Cemetery in Canton, GA, on 
May 25, 2011; Pastor Shaun Brooks officiated. 
military honors were conducted by the U.S. Air 
Force Honor Guard.

lYZanCHuk, Iwan “Big John,” 79, died Jan. 
21, 2011, at his residence in Collegedale, TN. A 
native of musidora, Alberta, Canada, he moved 
to Collegedale in 1973 when he accepted the 
position as in-store manager of the bakery 
department at the Village market. In 1983 he 
opened the Tri-Sum Bakery in Collegedale 
and operated it until his retirement. He was a 
member of Collegedale Church. He is survived 
by his loving wife of 59 years, Agnes Lyzanchuk; 
three daughters: Audrienne Andreika (Buddy) 
williams of mcdonald, TN; Bonnie (James) 
Hubbell of ooltewah, TN; and Cheryl (mike) 
Pacheco of San diego, CA; three grandchildren: 
Patrick Andreika, Shane Andreika, and Sierra 
Pacheco; and one sister, Ann Tchir of Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada. He was preceded in death by 
his son Rene’ Lyzanchuk; and three sisters: 
mildred Trynchuk, dora Trynchuk, and Nancy 
Verbitsky. Funeral services were held at the 
Collegedale Church with dr. Gordon Beitz and 
Pastor Victor Czerkasij officiating. A private 
interment was held in Collegedale memorial 
Park. Arrangements were provided by the Valley 
View Chapel of Chattanooga Funeral Home.

MaSSengIll, nellie l., 85, born Nov. 1, 
1925 in muncie, IN, died April 18, 2011 in 
Reliance, TN. She was a member of Florida 
Living Church, Apopka, FL, for 17 years. She 
is survived by one son, Pastor Eric Shadle of 
Richland, wA; one daughter, Sharon Fulford 
of Reliance, TN; one sister, Roseanna kelly 

of Albuquerque, Nm; seven grandchildren; 
and five great-grandchildren. The service was 
conducted by Pastor Horace walsh at Florida 
Living Church. Interment was at Anderson 
memorial Gardens, Anderson, IN.

MCCoMB, Wayne leroy, 98, born oct. 1, 1911 
in Adrian, mI, died Aug. 25, 2010 in LaGrange, 
GA. He was a member of Pine mountain 
Valley, GA, Church, where he served as head 
elder and treasurer for many years. He was 
preceded in death by his wife of 71 years, 
Virginia. He was a retired farmer, and retired 
as a gardener from Callaway Gardens at age 
90. He is survived by two sons: Larry mcComb 
(Essie) of Pine mountain Valley, GA, and Terry 
mcComb (Jean) of British Columbia, Canada; 
three daughters: Gloria mcComb Hale (Bob) of 
Fayetteville, GA; Faith mcComb durkin (martin) 
of Gadston, SC; and melody mcComb Seem 
(Randy) of Pine mountain, GA; one sister, 
Betty mcComb middleton of Hudson, mI; 12 
grandchildren; and 14 great-grandchildren.

MCCutCHeon, Jansen elliot, 38, born 
march 15, 1972, died Jan. 5, 2011. He was 
a member of Collegedale, TN, Church. He is 
survived by his father and step-mother, Brent 
Sr. and marichu mcCutcheon; mother and 
step-father, Janis and don Lands; two sisters: 
Lisa Robinson and Sherie mcCutcheon; two 
brothers: Brent mcCutcheon Jr., and Ethan 
mcCutcheon; other relatives; and friends. A 
memorial service was held on Jan. 9, with mike 
Pettengill officiating.

Meert, Beverly M., 63, born dec, 6, 1947 in 
orlando, FL, died march 30, 2011 in Apopka, 
FL. She was a member of Forest Lake Church 
in Apopka. She was employed for many 
years at Florida Hospital, orlando, FL. She 
is survived by her husband, kenneth; son, 
Jeremy of Apopka; two daughters: Jayme of 
Loma Linda, CA, and Julee of Apopka; and 
one grandchild. The service was conducted by 
dr. Alan Jones at Bladwin Fairchild, Altamonte 
Springs, FL.

MIllS, r.C., 94, born Feb. 25, 1916, died 
oct. 18, 2010 in Chattanooga, TN. He was 
active in the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
in mission service as conference, union, 
and division treasurer; business manager for 
Southern Adventist University, a musician and 
singer who loved to lead songs, and a Sabbath 
School teacher for 25 years. He was founding 
president of the ooltewah-Collegedale kiwanis 
Club, and was an active member until very 
recently. He is survived by his sons: Sid, 
Robert, and Charles mills; one daughter, Susan 
Van Cleve; 10 grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Elrita mills.

o’DraIn, george P., 47, born Aug. 23, 1963 
in Camden, NJ, died April 9, 2011 in New Port 
Richey, FL. He was a member of New Port 
Richey Church. He is survived by two brothers: 
Ray and Joe of New Port Richey; and one 
sister, kathy of New Port Richey. The service 
was conducted in New Port Richey.
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oVerton, Clifford l., 61, born June 10, 
1949 in Fayetteville, TN, died Feb. 21, 2011. 
He was in the Army for three years. He worked 
for Baird ward Printing Company, matlock 
Truck and Body, Avco, and as a self-employed 
farmer and landscaper. He enjoyed doing lawn 
care, hunting, cooking, and spending time with 
family and friends. He was a member of New 
Life Church in Nashville, TN. He is survived 
by his wife of 35 years, Betty Louise dowdy 
overton; two sons: Sgt. Clifford Gerard (kendra) 
overton of Ft. Benning, GA, and dustin overton 
of Antioch, TN; one daughter, Brittney Joi 
overton of Nashville; two granddaughters: 
Airelle J. malone of Chattanooga, TN, and 
Cierra overton of Hendersonville, TN; three 
brothers: John overton and william (Carol) 
overton of Eagleville, TN, Henry (Almeto) 
overton of Leicester, NY, and Raleigh davie 
overton of Nashville; two sisters: mary Twitter 
of Akron, ohio, and mattie Brown of Antioch; 
two brothers-in-law; four sisters-in-law; aunts; 
nieces; nephews; other relatives; friends; and 
church family.

PaDgett, Christopher thomas, 35, born 
Feb. 21, 1975, died July 24, 2010. He graduated 
from Collegedale Academy and was a member 
of Collegedale, TN, Church. He loved playing 
golf and was currently active in a local pool 
league. He enjoyed spending time with his family 
and friends. He is survived by his mother, Cindy 
Raulston of Chattanooga, TN; his father, Lloyd 
(Anita) Padgett of Apison, TN; Andy (Connie) 
Anderson of Chattanooga; grandparents: 
Robert and Pat whitmill of Apison; Grace Grove 
of ooltewah, TN; and Annice Anderson of 
Chattanooga; siblings: Robert (Sarah) Padgett 
of ooltewah; Lindsey Raulston of Chattanooga; 
Sonya Smith, Amber Padgett, and Haley 
Padgett, all of Apison.

PHIllIPS Helen Mae, 76, born march 12, 1927 
in Gretna, LA, died Feb. 26, 2011 in mobile, 
AL. She was a member of Cody Road Church 
in mobile.

raSMuSSen, alta, 95, born Sept. 10, 1912, 
died Feb. 12, 2008 in madison, TN. She was 
a member of madison, TN, Campus Church.

rHoDen, albert galeton “Pap,” 81, born may 
25, 1930 in marion County, mS, died Feb. 19, 
2011 in marion County. He was a member and 
the first elder of Columbia, MS, Church. He is 
survived by his wife, Janice Rhoden; son and 
daughter-in-law, david and martha Rhoden; 
daughter and son-in-law, Judy and Jerry ward; 
two sisters, willie Buchanan and merle daily; 
four grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren. 

SMItH, alice e., 96, died Feb. 6, 2011. She is 
survived by one sister, dorothy (LB) Smith; one 
niece, Pam (Terry) dietrich; one great-niece, 
Nikki Sutton; one great-nephew, mark dietrich; 
and their children. memorial services were held 
at Collegedale, TN, Church.

SMItH, Sadie gladden, 87, died march 24, 
2011. She was a dedicated member of the 
Adventist Church for more than 60 years. She 

loved the Senior Citizen Center in Cleveland, 
TN—baking, gardening, sewing, and creating 
beautiful quilts. She is survived by three 
daughters: Irma otis, deanie Smith madison, 
and kathy Chatman; four grandchildren: 
kimberly Carroll, kristina madison whitman, 
Linde otis Balderas, and Jamie Rohrbaugh; six 
great-grandchildren: Amber and Jake Carroll, 
Lucas and marah whitman, and mariana and 
Soren Balderas; two sisters: Ruth kadau and 
mary Gladden Helms; and two brothers: Joe 
Gladden and kemp Gladden. The funeral was 
held at Heritage Funeral Home in Chattanooga, 
TN, with Pastor Guinn E. Green officiating. 
Interment was at Collegedale Cemetery.

SPenCer, Millicent M., 67, born July 16, 
1943 in Jamaica, west Indies; died Jan. 24, 
2011 in ocala, FL. She was a member of the 
Silver Springs Shores Church, ocala, FL, 
for seven years. She served in the family life 
and women’s ministries departments. She is 
survived by one son, derrick Spencer; one 
brother, Trevor (Pauline) Tinglin; and two sisters: 
Cynthia Jackson and Audrey (Salvador) Talbot. 
The service was conducted by Pastor Reynold 
maxwell and Pastor Everett Smith at the Silver 
Springs Shores Church in ocala. Interment 
was at Forest Lawn memory Gardens in ocala.

SteInMuSS, Henry, 82, born dec. 6, 1928, 
died march 17, 2011 in Nashville, TN. He was 
a member of madison, TN, Campus Church. He 
is survived by two daughters: Joy Steinmuss of 
Asheville, NC, and Judy Steinmuss of Nashville.

tHorne, Virginia, 93, born Jan 11, 1918 
at North Plainfield, NJ, died Feb. 15, 2011 at 
Avon Park, FL. She was a member of the Avon 
Park Church. She is survived by her husband, 
Joseph; two sons: Joseph Thorne of Jasper, 
GA, and daniel Thorne of Jesup, GA; four 
grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren. The 
service and interment were at Florida National 
Cemetery in Bushnell, FL; the service was 
conducted by Pastor kameron de Vasher.

Vega, Jr., Santos, 35, born oct. 9, 1975 in 
Boston, mA, died march 12, 2011 in New Port 
Richey, FL. He was a member of the New Port 
Richey Church. He is survived by his wife, 
Angelina; two daughters: Lolinda and Lexandra 
of New Port Richey; four brothers: Fernando, 
Elias, Ivan, and Christian of New Port Richey; 
and one sister, marisol Brewer of Holiday, FL. 
The service was conducted by Elder Tony Rivera 
at New Port Richey Church.

Walker, thelma W., 83, born July 9, 1927, 
died Aug. 28, 2010 in Hillsborough, NC. She 
is survived by her husband marvin of 62+ yrs 
of marriage.  She spent more than 50 years of 
her life in Florida working in the medical field, 
before moving back to North Carolina in 2004. 
She was a lifelong member of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church.

WallaCe, Brion Wayne, 47, of winston 
GA; born July 7, 1963 in Austell, GA, died 
September 18, 2010. He was a resident of 
douglas County for 30 years and a 1983 

graduate of douglas County High School. He 
was a member of the douglasville Church. 
He was an avid photographer. He is survived 
by his parents: Alvin and Charlene wallace of 
winston; one sister, diana Gunter of Snellville, 
GA; two nieces: kelly (Scott) Sanders of 
ooltewah, TN, and Renee Gunter of Snellville. 
The funeral service was conducted by Pastors 
Hal Peggau and Tom Carter. Interment was 
at whitley Garner at Rosehaven Cemetery in 
douglasville, GA.

WHeeler, Pastor Ben D., 88, died Feb. 24, 
2011. during wwII he served in the Army with 
the 39th Field Hospital as an X-ray technician in 
England and Belgium. He arrived in Normandy 
four days after the invasion and cared for many 
of the wounded. Following the war, he felt called 
to serve the Lord as a minster and earned a B.A. 
in religion from Southern (College) University 
in Collegedale, TN. on July 2, 1950, he and 
Carolina “Ann” morgan were united in marriage 
in Fletcher, NC. The wheelers then moved 
to washington, dC, where he earned a m.A. 
from the Seventh-day Adventist Theological 
Seminary. He began his ministry in Brunswick, 
GA. In 1953, he accepted a call to kenya to 
serve as mission director of the karura mission 
in Nairobi, arriving in the middle of the mau 
mau rebellion. He served in various positions—
teaching and ministering during the next 30 
years. during furloughs from Africa, he was able 
to further his education and earned a m.div. 
from Andrews University in Berrien Springs, mI, 
and a m.S. in public health from Loma Linda 
University in California. He served faithfully 
in kenya, Uganda, and Rhodesia until 1983 
when he returned to pastor in South Carolina 
until his retirement in 1993. Although retired, 
he remained active in the ministry, serving 
his community in many ways. He is survived 
by his wife, Ann; two sons: david wheeler 
of Salem, and Carroll (Carol Ann) wheeler 
of Sheboygan, wI; and three grandchildren: 
Jonathan, Christopher, and Jennifer wheeler. 
He was preceded in death by his sister, Alice 
may wheeler, and his brothers: Joseph, Timothy, 
and Ira wheeler. A memorial service was held 
march 12, 2011 at Salem, SC, Church.

WIll, thelma H., 91, born Nov. 9, 1919, died 
Feb. 26, 2011. She is survived by her husband, 
Stan will; two daughters: Camille Clark and Pat 
keller; one son, John (Cherry) Patterson; seven 
grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; and 
four great-great-grandchildren. Services were 
held march 26, 2011 at Collegedale, TN, Church.

ZuMSteIn, thomas (tommy) Douglas, 50, 
born march 1, 1960 in Evansville, IN, died Nov. 
24, 2010 in Chattanooga, TN. He was a member 
of the Pikeville Church. He is survived by his son 
and daughter, Thomas douglas Jr., and Lauren 
marie; parents: Louis and June zumstein; 
one brother, Larry zumstein; and one sister, 
merrie Crawford. Services were conducted by 
Pastor david wendt, and burial was in Thanes 
memorial Cemetery in dunlap, TN.
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Advent Home Learning Center
900 County Road 950, Calhoun, TN 37309

Tel:  423-336-5052, E-mail:  info@adventhome.org
www.adventhome.org

Established in 1985

We provide...
Residential Care, Counseling 

Remedial Schooling and
Peace of Mind

Send us your ADHD Boys!
Ages 12 - 18

t r a v e l i n g  w h e r e 
m i s s i o n a r i e s  c a n n o t  g o

www.awr.org/invite

To share 
programs with 
your neighbor, 
download and 

print an invitation 
in their language, 

then hand it to 
them with a smile.

12501 Old COlumbia Pike · Silver SPring, md 20904
800-337-4297    @awrweb    facebook.com/awrweb

reach your
neighbors in

their language

www.adventhome.org
www.awr.org/invite
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REGULAR SESSION OF THE SOUTHERN UNION CONFERENCE 
ASSOCIATION OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

Notice is hereby given that the next regular meeting of the membership of the Southern Union Conference Association of Seventh-day 
Adventists will convene at the Marriott Atlanta Airport, located at 4711 Best Road, Atlanta, Georgia, at 4 p.m., September 18, 2011, 
for the purpose of electing a board of directors and the transacting of such other business as may properly come before the member-
ship. The members of this association are the accredited delegates in attendance at the regular session of the Southern Union Confer-
ence of Seventh-day Adventists (unincorporated). 

Gordon L. Retzer, President
Ron C. Smith, Executive Secretary

REGULAR SESSION OF THE SOUTHERN UNION CONFERENCE REVOLVING FUND, INC.

Notice is hereby given that the next regular meeting of the membership of the Southern Union Revolving Fund will convene at the 
Marriott Atlanta Airport, located at 4711 Best Road, Atlanta, Georgia, at 4 p.m., September 18, 2011, for the purpose of electing a 
board of directors and the transacting of such other business as may properly come before the membership. The members of this cor-
poration are the accredited delegates in attendance at the regular session of the Southern Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists 
(unincorporated).

Gordon L. Retzer, President
Ron C. Smith, Executive Secretary

REGULAR SESSION OF THE SOUTHERN UNION CONFERENCE OF 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

Notice is hereby given that the next regular meeting of the 18th regular session of the Southern Union Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists will convene at the Marriott Atlanta Airport, located at 4711 Best Road, Atlanta, Georgia, at 4 p.m., September 18, 2011, 
for the purpose of electing officers and the transaction of such other business as may come before the membership. The regular del-
egates to this session are appointed by the local conferences of the union on the basis of one for each 1,000 members or major fraction 
thereof, plus one for the organization.

Gordon L. Retzer, President
Ron C. Smith, Executive Secretary

REGULAR SESSION OF 
SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY

Notice is hereby given that the next regular session of the membership of Southern Adventist University will be held in conjunction 
with the Southern Union Conference Session to be held at the Marriott Atlanta Airport, located at 4711 Best Road, Atlanta, Georgia, at 
4 p.m., September 18, 2011.

The purpose the meeting is to elect a board of trustees, to revise or amend the charter and bylaws, and to transact any other necessary 
business. The members of this corporation are the accredited delegates in attendance at the regular session of the Southern Union 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists (unincorporated). 

Gordon L. Retzer, Chairman
Robert Young, Secretary

Legal Notices
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A d v e r t i s e m e n t s
property with barn and 6+ acres $545,000. Call 
The wendy dixon Team with Crye-Leike Realtors 
423-883-0656; Office 423-238-5440. Ask for Herby, 
Stephanie or wendy. [8]

CenterVIlle, tn – 28 acres, 4500 square foot 
lodge-type home. 4 bed/3 bath, 4 more bedrooms 
partially finished. 21x27x15 living room/meeting 
room. orchard, blueberries. Ideal for sanitarium/
multi-family, 1200 ft on large creek, 112-yr-old 
liveable log cabin, RV/picnic area, seclusion. 
$309,000. more at: http://sites.google.com/site/
billsherm/greenacres, 423-488-7010, bsher68@
aol.com. [8, 9]

rInggolD, ga – 2,884SF home on 1 acre, 
country atmosphere, 5Bd, 2BA, gas fireplace 
in great room, large kitchen, separate dining, 
windows galore, full finished basement plumbed 
for additional baths and/or kitchen, established 
blueberries/blackberries/raspberries. Great garden 
and play areas. Tammy Thayer, Realty Specialist. 
423-238-7325. www.4RealtySpecialists.com. 
mLS#1163996. [8]

MountaIn ProPertY For SalE – 20 acres 
of undeveloped wooded, rolling land on top of 
monteagle, Tennessee. Great location for country 
living in a pleasant rural environment. Small SdA 
church nearby. Property must sell as one tract. Price 
reduced! Call 978-549-2477.  [8-10]

tWo 2-aCre ParCelS – Secluded, creek, 
mature trees for wood, water, electricity, telephone, 
paved road access. Flat, gentle slope for gravity 
fed water system. walk from property at mill Creek 
to Fall Creek Falls State Park area. Spencer, TN. 
$9,950.00 each. 509-675-3970, juhyunb@hotmail.
com.  [8]

CroSSVIlle, tn – Beautiful 2 bathroom, 3 
bedroom home on equally beautiful acre lot features 
laundry, sun room, screened porch, attached 
garage. Home fully furnished (optional). Including 
buildable lot in Fairfield Glade Resort area minutes 
away from town and shopping. 931-456-8922.  [8]

IS loCatIon IMPortant? Then how about 

Portland, TN?  Just minutes from Highland 
Academy/Elementary. 1000+ square foot siding 
home with 4.75 acres, detached garage/shop. 
1000 square foot brick home/shop. Call Pat Briley, 
Coldwell Banker Barnes. (o) 615-452-0040, (C) 
615-426-2992, pbrileyrealtracs.com.  [8, 9]

energY eFFICIent low maintenance home on 
28 secluded, mostly wooded acres. Breeding, kY. 
$299k, built 1998, 2000 square foot ranch with full 
basement, 2 wood burning fireplaces, geothermal 
heat/AC, city water, cistern, paved road, 24x30 
metal barn, 13 miles from parkway, walmart. Call 
270-378-4890 or jimappleman@yahoo.com.  [8]

lakeFront HoMe In aVon Park, FlorIDa 
– 3 bedrooms 2.5 bath, and fireplace. Wrap around 
porch upstairs and downstairs. only 1.5 miles from 
Avon Park church and walker memorial Academy. 
In quiet neighborhood with golf course. Call worden 
Realty at 863-453-5678.  [8]

PoSItIonS aVaIlaBle

laurelBrook aDaCeMY neeDS You: 
Positions open are rns, lPns, Cnas, 
Cooks, greenhouse/garden Manager, and 
Construction Staff.  Housing and stipend 
provided. Located in the beautiful mountains 
of dayton, TN and only 60 miles from SAU.  
Contact Roger westfall at 423-775-0771; or 
email maudie.westfall@gmail.com. [8-1]

urologY oPPortunItY In nortH 
georgIa. Gordon Hospital is seeking Board 
Certified/Board eligible urologist. Live 
within a beautiful southern community which 
offers a gorgeous Adventist hospital (www.
gordonhospital.com), brand new Adventist 
elementary school (www.cobleschool.com), 
and first class Adventist high school (www.
gcasda.org). Southern Adventist University 
within a 45 minute drive (www.southern.edu). 
Contact bonnie.shadix@ahss.org, 800-264-
8642.  [8-12]

PHarMaCY DIreCtor opportunity available 
with gordon Hospital, a member of Adventist 

ProPertY aVaIlaBle

CollegeDale gueStHouSe. 1.5 bedrooms 
fully equipped condo w/kitchen and laundry, no 
steps, huge deck, secluded woodland setting. 
“Absolutely delightful” say guests. $60/night for two 
(2-night minimum). Roger king, 423-236-4688. See 
pictures at www.rogerkingrentals.com.  ©

QuIet oakS aSSISteD lIVIng in Graysville, 
TN (45 miles from SAU). 25 acre mountain estate 
is surrounded by state park and walking trails. our 
licensed home offers private rooms, vegetarian 
meals, SdA TV, activities and transportation 
to church, dr appointments and shopping. 
Now available: new independent living patio 
homes; monthly rental agreement. Contact RN 
Administrator Laura morrison. 423-775-7658 or 
e-mail quietoaks@comcast.net. View our website 
at quietoak.com.  [8]

SuMMIt rIDge retIreMent VIllage is a 
place where you can live independently in your 
own home. Lawn mowing and maintenance 
provided. Church and nursing home on grounds. 
make friends with Adventist neighbors, and enjoy 
the low cost of living in the oklahoma countryside. 
Call Bill Norman, 405-454-6538. website: www.
summit-ridge-village.org.  ©

HoMeS For Sale In CollegeDale area: 
18 acres w/house & barn, approx. 30 min. to SAU. 
House needs some TLC. $172,500. 2.45 acres w/
house in ooltewah, approx 10 min. to SAU. Handy 
man special. $164,900. Custom built ranch home 
on 1 acre lot, approx. 20 min to SAU. $244,900. 
Call Erhard twins, Crye-Leike Realtors at 423-
774-1029.  [8]

CollegeDale area HoMeS anD lanD 
For Sale: 5 acres/Cleveland $69,000; 3 bed, 
2 bath home $117,900; 2500+ square foot home 
in pool community, fenced yard $259,900; horse 
property with barn and 5+ acres $450,000; horse 

How to Submit Your advertising
(1) Have your pastor or a local church elder 

write “Approved” and his signature on the sheet 
of paper containing the advertisement, (2) write 
your name and address on the same sheet, (3) 
specify how many times the ad is to run, (4) 
send the approved ad to your conference office 
6 weeks in advance of the publication date and 
(5) don’t forget to enclose payment in full for each 
month the ad is to run. make checks payable to 
SoUTHERN UNIoN.

RATES: Southern Union: $40 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $45 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word 
beyond 45. out of Union: $50 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $55 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.50 per word 
beyond 45. Accepted as space is available. Ads 
may run in successive months as space permits.

SoutHern tIDIngS makes every reason-
able effort to screen all advertising, but in no 
case can the periodical assume responsiblity for 
advertisements appearing in its columns, or for 
typo graphical errors.

Adventist Satellite TV For Less!
Ideal Satellite Services Offers

Satellite Systems Starting At Just
$139.99

Receive 16 Adventist TV & radio stations
plus 2 news networks.

Call Today! 1-877-875-6532 Or visit our website at:
www.IdealDishTV.com or www.SatelliteEvangelism.com

www.4RealtySpecialist.com
www.gordonhospital.com
www.gordonhospital.com
www.cobschool.com
www.gcasda.org
www.gcasda.org
www.southern.edu
www.rogerkingrentals.com
quietoak.com
www.summit-ridge-village.org
www.summit-ridge-village.org
www.IdealDishTV.com
www.SatelliteEvangelism.com
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Health System. Pharmd preferred. The ideal 
candidate will have three or more years 
director level experience in a hospital setting. 
Gordon Hospital is located within 1 hour of 
Chattanooga, TN and Atlanta, GA. Southern 
Adventist University is only a 45 minute 
drive. Please contact jeni.hasselbrack@
ahss.org , 706-602-7800, extension 2345 
for more information or apply online, www.
gordonhospital.com.  [8]

FaMIlY PraCtICe oPPortunItY 
located in North Georgia. Gordon Hospital 
is seeking Board Certified/Board eligible 
FP Physician. Highly respected, busy 
practice. Excellent salary. Excellent benefits. 
outstanding Adventist elementary and high 
school. Southern University within a 45-minute 
drive. For more information contact bonnie.
shadix@ahss.org, or call 800-264-8642. www.
gordonhospital.com.  [8-12]

JellICo CoMMunItY HoSPItal is looking 
for physicians to work in our hospital. we 
are currently seeking the following positions:  
Family Practice, Family Practice/oB, 
orthopedic, nephrology, Internal Medicine. 
Please contact Jason dunkel @ jason.
dunkel@ahss.org or 423-784-1187 for more 
information.  [8-7]

aDVentISt HealtH SYSteM is seeking 
qualified candidates in clinical and non-clinical 
capacities to further its mission of Extending 
the Healing ministry of Christ. If you have a 
passion to be part of the Seventh-day Adventist 
health ministry, email your resume to david 
Gordon, AHS System Recruiter, at david.
gordon@ahss.org!  [8-10]

SoutHern aDVentISt unIVerSItY’s 
School  o f  educat ion /Psychology 
announces full-time faculty position to 
teach undergraduate and graduate courses. 
doctoral degree in education required, k-12 
classroom experience, and a commitment to 
the principles of Christian education. Teaching 
experience in higher education desired. The 
position requires applicant be a member of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, in good and 
regular standing. Qualified individuals should 
submit a resume and letter of application to 
dr. John mcCoy, dean, 5010 University drive, 
Collegedale, TN 37315, sep@southern.edu; 
fax: 423-236-1765. [8]

CHeMIStrY ProFeSSor sought by Union 
College, Lincoln, NE. Ph.d./ABd preferred; 
strong commitment to integrating Adventist 
faith, teaching and scholarship essential. 
Several specialties acceptable; budget 
approved. Submit vita and cover letter to 
dr. Carrie wolfe, Chair, division of Science, 
cawolfe@ucollege.edu.  [8]

unIon College seeks committed SdA 
candidate for tenure track faculty position 
in voice/choral music beginning June 2012. 

Responsibilities include overseeing the voice 
program, directing vocal groups, advising 
undergraduates, and teaching undergraduate 
courses and voice lessons. doctoral degree in 
music preferred. Send CV and references to 
Bruce Forbes, b2forbes@ucollege.edu.  [8]

oPHtHaMologISt oPPortunItY : 
Busy long-established practice in scenic 
Chat tanooga,  TN.,  seeking fu l l - t ime 
ophthalmologist to take over the founder’s 
cataract, general and refractive volume. md/
physician interested in comprehensive care, 
preferably with a subspecialty fellowship (e.g. 
Cornea, glaucoma, Peds, Plastic etc.). willing 
to sell or arrange transition as needed. Practice 
currently extremely busy with strong surgical 
volume. Fully equipped state of the art (oCT, 
GDx,FA,VF, etc.) office with multiple refracting 
lanes, including in-office minor surgery suite. 
Please send CV to: 7405 Shallowford Rd., 
suite 420, Chattanooga, TN 37421. Phone: 
423-855-8522 ext 214.  [8]

C H a l l e n g I n g  M I n I S t r Y  n e e d s 
enthusiastic professionals. BA, mA, Phd. 
Experienced, missionary singles, couples w/
no dependents. Contact Blondel Senior, 423-
336-5052 or info@adventhome.org.  [8]

MerCHanDISe For Sale

aDVentISt SatellIte SYSteMS – For 
sales & installation in the Atlanta area, call kaz 
Sanocki, 404-791-3093.  [8]

IMMune aMMunItIon & all VegetarIan/
Vegan nutrItIonal SuPPleMentS 
– Immune Ammunition is a unique blend of 
five herbs to help fight virus, bacteria, fungus, 
infection and inflammation. Vegetarian/Vegan 
vitamin d, multiple vitamins and more. Buy 
now. Credit cards accepted. 423-238-7467. 
website: www.bonherbals.com. Bon Herbals, 
Po Box 1038, Collegedale, TN 37315.  [8]

neeD a PIanISt? “Hymns Alive”, The SdA 
Hymnal on 33 Cd’s. Quality accompaniment 
music to sing God’s praises. organ and piano. 
Also “He Is our Song” and kid’s hymnals 
on Cd’s. Also hymns on videos - 12 dVd’s 
- “Creation Sings”, with words and optional 
song leader. www.35hymns.com or call 800-
354-9667.  [8-10]

MISCellaneouS

SIngle anD oVer 40? Stay home and meet 
new friends in USA, only interracial group for 
Adventist singles over 40. For information, send 
large self-addressed stamped envelope to ASo-
40, 2747 Nonpareil, Sutherlin, oR 97479.  ©

adventistSingles.org Free 14-day Trial! Join 
thousands of Adventist singles online. Free chat, 
search, profiles, match notifications! Adventist 
owners since 1993. Visit www.Elliotdylan.com 

for the Undercover Angels series of novels for 
Christian teens that build on Biblical principles 
and encourage integrity. Great Sabbath reading 
and gifts!  ©

www.adventistContact.com – successfully 
matching single Adventists since 1974.  we’re 
the original dating ministry for Adventists. we 
endeavor to be the best! will you be our next 
success story? Still alone? why? Join now! See 
what’s free! Tell your friends. married through 
Contact? Submit your stories/photos: success@
adventistcontact.com.  [8, 9]

are You MoVIng Soon? Before you rent 
a U-Haul and do it yourself, check our price 
and save yourself the hassle. Plan now and 
reserve a time slot. Fast, direct, and economical. 
Contact Gary Erhard, Erhard moving & Storage, 
610 South mechanic Street, Berrien Springs, 
mI; 49103; 269-471-7366 or 248-890-5700, 
evenings 8-11 p.m.  ©

reloCatIng? Apex moving & Storage has 
a national account contract with the General 
Conference for your moving needs. Take 
advantage of a volume rated discount. Be 
assured you are moving with the BEST!  Call 
marcy dante’ at 800-766-1902; or visit us at: 
www.apexmoving.com/adventist.  [8]

rV’s!! Adventist owned and operated RV 
dealership has been helping SdA’s for over 
30 years.  Huge inventory of new and used 
trailers and motorhomes. Jayco, Newmar and 
Hurricane. Courtesy airport pickup and on-site 
hookups. Call toll-free 1-888-933-9300. Lee’s 
RV, oklahoma City. www.leesrv.com or e-mail 
Lee Litchfield at Lee@leesrv.com.  ©

WIlDWooD WeIgHt ManageMent 
SeMInar: october 2-16, 2011. 14-day program 
focusing on health education, hands-on cooking, 
and exercise. Site: wildwood Health Retreat, 
Iron City, TN. Cost: $740 (includes room, 
vegan meals). Contact: darlene keith 931-724-
6706. www.wildwoodhealthretreat.org. Email: 
darlenekeith@gmail.com.  [8]

WIlDWooD HealtH eVeangelISM 
SeMInar: Sept. 4-25, 2011. Health evangelism; 
prophecy; sanctuary; leadership; true education; 
marriage for ministry; closing events; reaching 
the unreached; hydrotherapy; nutrition; God’s 
healing methods. Site: wildwood Health Retreat, 
Iron City, TN. Cost: $890. Contact: darlene keith 
931-724-6706. www.wildwoodhealthretreat.org. 
Email: darlenekeith@gmail.com.  [8]

WIlDWooD CountrY lIVIng SeMInar: 
August 21-28, 2011. Focusing on food 
preservation and organic gardening — a 
hands-on approach to practical country 
living skills. devotionals: Living the “simple 
life.” Site: wildwood Health Retreat. Cost: 
$349 (includes room, materials, vegan 
meals). Contact: darlene 931-724-6706. 

www.gordonhospital.com
www.gordonhospital.com
www.gordonhospital.com
www.gordonhospital.com
www.bonherbals.com
www.35hymns.com
www.ElliotDylan.com
www.wildwoodhealthretreat.org
www.AdventistContact.com
www.apexmoving.com/adventist
www.leesrv.com
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www.wildwoodhealthretreat.org. Email: 
darlenekeith@gmail.com.  [8] 

PlannIng an eVangelIStIC SerIeS 
or HealtH SeMInar? Have questions? 
Need affordable, professionally prepared 
handbills, brochures, signs, banners, and 
mailing services? Call free, 800-274-0016 and 
ask for HoPE Customer Service or visit www.
hopesource.com. You deserve the best with 
confidence and peace of mind. Your friends at 
Hamblin’s HoPE deliver on-time.  [8, 9]

autHorS WanteD – If you’ve written 
your life story, want to tell others of God’s 
love, or desire to share your spiritual ideas 
and want it published, call TEACHServices.
com at 518-353-6992 for a FREE manuscript 
review.  [8-10]

SoutHern aDVentISt unIVerSItY 
oFFerS eXCellent MeetIng SPaCe 
for your conference or special event needs. 
do you need a beautiful setting, personal 
planning professionals, and one-stop shopping 

for your next event? Southern has plenty 
of recreational and educational options. 
Ask about our professional team-building 
packages. Consider Southern and receive 
a 10% discount on eligible meeting space 
when you mention this ad. Call Conference 
Services and Events, 423-236-2555 or 
email conferenceservices@southern.edu. 
Let Southern be the solution for your event 
needs!  [8-12]

SoutHern aDVentISt unIVerSItY offers 
master’s degrees in business, counseling, 
education, nursing, religion and social work. 
Flexibility is provided through online and 
on-campus programs. Financial aid may 
be available. For more information, call 
423.236.2585 or visit www.southern.edu/
graduatedegrees.  [8-6]

tHe SanCtIFIeD lIFe is the theme for the 
2011 Secrets Unsealed Summit at Cohutta 
Springs october 6-9. Speakers: Stephen Bohr, 
Richard O’Ffill, CA Murray & Milton Teske, 
md. Register online at www.secretsunsealed.

org or call 888-738-1412. Children 
8-12 program available. on-site ImT 
ultrasound testing.  [8]

are You alone or neeD 
Care? Carehouse is a small 
therapeutic personal care home in 
middle GA. we offer Adventist tv, 
great vegetarian food, gardening, 
pet therapy and peaceful country 
living. will work with your income. 
Call 478-998-9428.  [8]

reBuIlD,  reFreSH,  anD 
reVIVe at Home for Health Lifestyle 
Center. Hands-on health experience 
great for anyone desiring a lasting 
improvement in health and a deeper 
Christian walk. Sessions last 1-3 
weeks, are quality, affordable, and 
family friendly. For more information 
visit www.HomeforHealth.net or call 
606-663-6671.  [8-11]

leSter Coon aDVentISt 
SCHool, a 3-teacher, k-8 school 
near Collegedale, is currently 
accepting applications. more info 
at apisonsdaschool.com or 423-
236-4926.  [8]

announcements
 
grand ledge academy First Years reunion 
– Aug. 5-7. Elysian Fields Hunting Preserve 
near Bellevue, mI. For all charter students, 
alumni, and faculty from 1959-1964. details: 
registration: claudiabahnmiller@gmail.com, 
call Claudia at 360-793-1883 or Facebook 
group “Grand Ledge Academy - First Years.”

Southern Society of adventist attorneys 
annual Fall retreat – Sept. 9, 10. Tradewinds 
Resort, St. Pete Beach, FL. details: email 
ReligiousLiberty@southernunion.com.

Manchester, kY, Church and Memorial 
Hospital Homecoming Weekend – Sept. 
9-11. details:  zerbees@hotmail.com.
Association of Adventist women’s Annual 
Convention – oct. 13-16. La Sierra University. 
“Total You - Body, mind, and Spirit.” keynote 
speaker is Chris oberg. Registration fee, 
$125. Register online at www.aaw.cc.

Peachtree Ci ty ,  ga,  Church 35th 
Homecoming anniversary – oct. 14, 15. 
Harold Cunningham, Sabbath speaker. 
details: Joanne Anderson 770-487-8505.

andrews academy Homecoming Weekend 
– oct. 14-16. All alumni of Emmanuel
missionary College Academy, Andrews 
University Academy, and Andrews Academy 
plan now to join us for special services on 
Friday evening and all day Sabbath. Honor 
classes are 1937, ‘42, ‘47, ‘52, ‘57, ‘62, ‘67, 
‘72, ‘77, ‘82, ‘87, ‘92, ‘97, ’02 and 2007. 
Details: contact the Academy Alumni office 
at 269-471-6140 or e-mail acadalum@
andrews.edu.

Society of adventist Communicators 
Convention – oct. 20-22. Chicago, IL. 
keynote speaker: david Neff, Christianity 
Today editor-in-chief. Theme: Integrated 
Communication: The Hub of Excellence. The 
23rd annual convention is in Chicago, IL, 
this year. we hope to see many professional 
and local church communicators there. 
Sometimes it is hard for them to attend 
because of finances. Would you consider 
sponsoring some of them to come to the 
convention? Imagine if more of the local 
church communicators would be able to get 
training on how to do communication for 
their local church — how great would that 
be? Please download the flier and pass on 
this opportunity to your local church and/
or school communication leaders. Visit, 
adventistcommunicator.org for further details.

www.wildwoodhealthretreat.org
www.hopesource.com
www.hopesource.com
www.southern.edu/graduatedegrees
www.southern.edu/graduatedegrees
www.secretsunsealed.org
www.secretsunsealed.org
www.HomeforHealth.net
apisonsdaschool.com
adventistcommunicator.org
www.aaw.cc
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  Aug. 5 Aug. 12 Aug. 19 Aug. 26 Sept. 2 Sept. 9  
Atlanta, GA 8:32 8:25 8:17 8:08 7:59 7:49
 Charleston, SC 8:13 8:06 7:58 7:49 7:40 7:31
 Charlotte, NC 8:20 8:13 8:04 7:55 7:45 7:36
 Collegedale, TN 8:37 8:29 8:21 8:12 8:02 7:52
 Huntsville, AL 7:42 7:35 7:27 7:18 7:08 6:58
 Jackson, mS 7:53 7:46 7:38 7:30 7:21 7:12
 Louisville, kY 8:46 8:37 8:28 8:18 8:08 7:57
 memphis, TN 7:57 7:49 7:41 7:32 7:22 7:12
 miami, FL 8:02 7:57 7:51 7:44 7:37 7:29
 montgomery, AL 7:37 7:30 7:22 7:14 7:05 6:56
 Nashville, TN 7:46 7:38 7:29 7:20 7:10 7:00
 orlando, FL 8:11 8:05 7:58 7:51 7:43 7:35
 wilmington, NC 8:07 8:00 7:51 7:42 7:33 7:23

Sunset

Carolina
Carolina Constituency 
Session – Aug. 18-21. Nosoca.
Pathfinder leadership 
Convention – Aug. 26-28. 
Nosoca.

Florida
Complete calendar online – 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/calendar/
Florida Pathfinder events – 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/youth/ or call 407-644-5000 
x127.
Singles’ Ministries events 
and mailing list information. 
Spiritual study groups, fellowship 
dinners, outings, and more. 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/childrenandfamily/, 
djmiller4000@gmail.com, or 407-
703-3050.
Florida Hospital Deland 
Support groups – Florida 
Hospital deLand offers a 
variety of support groups such 
as attention deficit disorder, 
bereavement, brain injury, 
celiac disease, diabetes, sleep 
disorders, and more. details are 
available under the “Support 
Groups” link in the “Patients 
and Visitors” box at http://www.
fhdeland.org/
north Florida oakwood 
university alumni Chapter – 
membership information and 
event listings for oakwood 
alumni in Florida. details: http://
www.oakwoodalumninfl.org/, 
oakwoodalumninfl@gmail.com, 
888-719-7776, or 904-616-1896.
Florida Conference 
evangelism Series
Aug. 26-oct. 1. Bushnell. Lester 
and zula Pratt.
Sept. 10-oct. 29. La Caravana 
de la Victoria (Caravan of 
Victory): eight locations in Fort 
Lauderdale and Hollywood area. 
Rolando and Rebeca de los 
Ríos.
oct. 1-Nov. 12. Altamonte 
Springs. Bill and Sunshine 
waters.
oct. 14-Nov. 19. Clermont. 
Lester and zula Pratt
Nov. 5-19. Northwest miami 
Spanish. Rolando and Rebeca 
de los Ríos.
Planned giving and trust 
Services Clinics
Aug. 27. Boynton Beach.
Sept. 10. Umatilla.
Sept. 17. Brooksville.

Sept. 24. Spring Hill.
Children’s Ministries 
Conventions. GraceLink 
workshops, family worship, 
storytelling and outreach ideas, 
and more. 
Sept. 9-11. English-language. 
Camp kulaqua, High Springs. 
Theme: Go Fish. Cost: 
$125, includes convention, 
lodging, and five meals. 
details/registration: http://
www.floridaconference.com/
childrenandfamily/, rhoda.
burrill@floridaconference.com, 
407-644-5000 x136, or 321-303-
7699.
Sept. 30-oct. 2. Spanish-
language. Camp kulaqua, High 
Springs. Theme: Christ, the 
Rock of Ages. Cost: $105-125 
depending on accommodation 
choice ($65 for tent camping), 
includes convention, lodging, 
and meals. details/registration: 
407-644-5000 x138 or 321-439-
1321.
go Fish For kids. oct. 22. 
Fort myers Church. 9:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m. kids are invited 
to come and learn great 
ways to witness to friends 
and neighbors. Puppetry, 
nature, fitness fun, interactive 
storytelling, ballooning, music, 
and more. Cost: free. Bring 
your own lunch. details: http://
www.floridaconference.com/
childrenandfamily/, rhoda.
burrill@floridaconference.com, 
407-644-5000 x136, or 321-303-
7699.

georgia-Cumberland
elementary teachers’ 
Convention – Aug. 1-2. Cohutta 
Springs Conference Center, 
Crandall, GA. 
Deaf Camp Meeting – Aug. 4-7. 
Cohutta Springs Conference 
Center, Crandall, GA. 
Courageous Men – Aug. 6. 
Fayette Church. Fayetteville, 
GA.
Personal Ministries rally – 
Aug. 6. Nigerian mission Group. 
Atlanta, GA.  
First Day of School – Aug. 8. 
Calhoun, GA.  
First Day of School – Aug. 10.  
exercise Workshop – Aug. 14. 
Lenoir City Church. Lenoir City, 
TN. 
CHIP leadership training 
Workshop – Aug. 19, 21. 
Calhoun, GA. 
Pathfinder leadership 

Convention – Aug. 19-21. 
Cohutta Springs, Crandall, GA. 
Health rally – Aug. 20. Jasper, 
GA.
Festival of the Family – Aug. 
20. macon, GA.  
Prayer Ministries Day – Aug. 
20. murphy, NC.
abuse Prevention emphasis 
Day “end it now” – Aug. 27. 
Hispanic lay training – Aug. 
27. dalton, GA.

gulf States
Complete Calendar online
http://www.gscsda.org 
teachers’ Meeting – Aug. 1-3. 
Bass memorial Academy.
literature evangelist retreat – 
Aug. 4-7. Camp Alamisco.
elementary Schools First Day 
– Aug. 9.
Bass Memorial academy 
registration Day – Aug. 14.
Conference executive 
Committee – Aug. 16.
Pathfinder leadership 
Convention – Aug. 19-21. Camp 
Alamisco.
Singles retreat – Aug. 26-28.
Hispanic Camp Meeting – 
Sept. 2-4. Camp Alamisco.
Prayer Summit – Sept. 9-11.
Canoeing teen Invitational – 
Sept. 11.

kentucky-
tennnessee
50 Plus Camp – Aug. 9-14. 
Indian Creek Camp.
Hispanic Youth retreat – Aug. 
18-20. Indian Creek Camp.
Young Women’s retreat – 
Sept. 9-11. Indian Creek Camp.
Conference association Board
Sept. 20.
dec. 6. 
Conference executive 

Committee
Sept. 20.
dec. 6.
Women’s retreat I – Sept. 23-
25. Indian Creek Camp.
Women’s retreat II – Sept. 30-
oct. 2. Indian Creek Camp.
Hispanic Women’s retreat – 
oct. 7-9. Indian Creek Camp.

South atlantic
Conference 24th 
Quinquennium Session – Sept. 
11. orangeburg, SC.
local elders’ and Head 
Deacons’ retreat – Sept. 23-
25. orangeburg, SC.
Health Conditioning retreat – 
oct. 6-9. orangeburg, SC.

Southeastern
teachers’ Convention – Aug. 
1, 2.
South Florida Men’s retreat – 
Aug. 3-6. delray Beach, FL.
Family Convention – Sept. 2-4. 
Boca Raton, FL.
South Florida adventist Youth 
Federation – Sept. 16-18. Fort 
Lauderdale, FL.
Women’s Ministries Spanish 
retreat – Sept. 30-oct. 1. South 
Florida.
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SOUTHERN

Free Visit
Bring your family and spend a day 
getting to know what campus life is 
like at Southern during one of our 
PreviewSouthern events. Your visit 
will include free meals and  
accommodation for up  
to two nights.

Free Class
First-time Southern students  
can take a 3-credit-hour class 
tuition-free during SmartStart,  
July 25 to August 19, 2011.  
This is a savings of $1,704! 

Learn more at: southern.edu/enrollment • 1.800.SOUTHERN • Collegedale, Tennessee

You are needed. 
Be a part  

of Southern  
Adventist   

University. 
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