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Vantage Point

After we were married four years, my husband was given the opportunity to at-
tend the seminary at Andrews University. He had two jobs and was going to school 
full time. When we arrived at Andrews, Carisa, our daughter, was nine months old, 
and I was three months pregnant with Tim, our son. I tried to do some sales work in 
the evening when Gordon was home studying to help supplement our income, but 
mainly my job was taking care of babies, picking fresh fruit and vegetables, and can-
ning the wonderful produce we were able to get around Berrien Springs, Michigan. 
We were young, happy, poor, and very busy; so busy that finding time together was 
difficult. 

But, because I loved my husband so much, I wanted to have a special time with 
him — a few hours when we could think about each other and enjoy being to-
gether — a time when we could talk and share our thoughts with no distractions. A 
time when we could relax, laugh, and forget about the stress of finances, work, and 
school. So we agreed on a special afternoon together every week. We called it “our 
date day.” We found a good babysitter to watch the children, and planned an activ-
ity each week that we could enjoy together.  This special day, this time designated 
for each other, blessed us mentally and physically, made wonderful memories, and 
blessed our marriage with a strong love and friendship.  

Jesus knew that we would get busy in the act of living. With His visual presence 
in Heaven, He needed something special to grow the love and friendship with His 
created beings. He wanted a time in which He and His family could do things they 
loved and enjoyed together, when they could focus on each other and not be dis-
tracted. So He created a special time — a day, 24 hours every week, Friday evening 
at sunset until Saturday evening at sunset — and He called it Sabbath, a day of rest. 

In Exodus 20:8-11, Jesus tells us about this day He made, and He gave us in-
structions to not work but to keep that day, the Sabbath, the seventh day, a day of 
rest. We are to keep it holy, or set it aside as special, and we are to remember to do 
it each week, never forgetting to come apart from our regular work and activities 
and spend time with God. And in Mark 2:27, He tells us He made it for us. So the 
Sabbath is not to be a burden on us, but a delight and a blessing. In fact, the Bible 
also says that God blessed this day: Not only is it a day for developing friendship 
and love for God, but it is a day that carries a special gift, a blessing, to each person 
that partakes of its observance. God knew that worries and work would consume 
us. He knew our bodies both physically and mentally needed rest and rejuvenation. 
He was jealous for our time and thoughts, so He created a date day for God and me. 
What wonderful memories I have of Sabbath with Jesus! I can start the week with 
energy and peace after resting in His presence. What a store of spiritual and physical 
gifts have blessed my life with its observance. And as I partake of these wonderful 
blessings, I can experience the rest and assurance of the gift of redemption which 
Sabbath is a symbol of each week — a reminder of that “perfect rest” in Jesus. 

Cheryl Retzer
Southern Union
Shepherdess Director
and Women’s
Ministries Advisor

Guest Editorial

Our Day Together
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“By being social and coming close to the people, you 

may turn the current of their thoughts more readily 

than the most able discourse.” 

Gospel Workers, page 193

Cover Feature
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It was yanina’s first day of 
work. She had just graduated and 
moved to the big city to start her 
career. It was exciting. She had 
wanted to get away from old prob-
lems, and this seemed like a great 
opportunity to do so. Nevertheless, 
she soon found out that the environ-
ment at the new company was very 
competitive and not as friendly as 
she wished. She had no friends or 
acquaintances, and old problems 
began to haunt her again. It was not 
too long after that she started feeling 
depressed. 

By this time, she had to move 
her office to a different floor. That 
is where she met Pablo, a man that 
had been working at the company 
for years. He was very helpful; 
finally, she had someone to talk 
to. Pablo noticed yanina’s state of 
mind, and told his wife, Raquel, 
about it. She immediately suggested 
he invited her for dinner. “We have 
to help her,” she said. Pablo and 
Raquel were Adventists. They were 
active in church, but did not feel 
comfortable with the idea of giv-
ing Bible studies or anything that 
involved public speaking. Before 
inviting her, they prayed 
for the Holy Spirit to 
work in them, to be able 
to share God’s love. 
yanina accepted the 
invitation, and they had 
a lovely evening getting 
acquainted. 

Their friendship 
continued to grow, and 
Pablo and Raquel had 
the opportunity to help 
yanina many times, 
in different situations. 
yanina knew they be-

lieved in God. Often, when talking 
about simple things, they saw them 
as blessings, and showed a thank-
ful heart. yanina believed in God, 
too, but her concept of Him was 
blurry. little by little, yanina started 
seeing Pablo and Raquel as family 
and started asking them about their 
religious beliefs. She felt free to do 
so because they had never pres-
sured her. Her questions became 
deeper as she learned new things, 
and God’s love became more real 
to her. Finally, she felt comfortable 
to invite herself to church. yanina 
was very happy. She had found 
peace of mind placing her old and 
new issues in God’s hands. She had 
learned that God stands near us at 
all times — in her case, using her 
new friends to help her. She asked 
for Bible studies, and decided to get 
baptized. It was a natural process, 
and a blessing to the ones involved. 

One of Jesus’ ways of accom-
plishing His saving mission was to 
bring humankind back to God by 
restoring the true idea of God to 
them. To people in those days, God 
was an unapproachable Being. He 
was hidden behind layers and layers 

of misconceptions, rules, and ideas 
that the devil had placed in their 
minds. That is also true in this era. 
For the same and different reasons, 
humanity finds it difficult to turn to 
God. Satan has used every subtle 
trick to have God’s children where 
he wants them to be: far from their 
loving Father. That is why it was 
Jesus’ plan to become one of us. In 
the simplest ways possible, He tried 
to show us how close He and His 
Father are to every single soul. 

When reading the Scriptures, 
we often see Him sitting at people’s 
homes. Using social situations, Jesus 
witnessed about the love of His fa-
ther by showing the people His love 
for them. He did not come through 
peoples’ doors to immediately 
preach a sermon. Instead, He made 
sure He gained the trust of those 
around Him and a place in their 
hearts, to be able to speak to those 
hearts at the right time. We see Him 
eating at lazarus’, Zacheus’, Peter’s, 
and even at a Pharisee’s house. We 
also see Him in Cana of Galilee at-
tending a wedding, and there are no 
records of any preaching in that oc-
casion. We only see Him using His 

power to help. 
In His call to men he 

says, “Behold I stand at the 
door and knock. If anyone 
hears My voice and opens 
the door, I will come into 
Him, and dine with him, 
and he with Me,” Revela-
tion 3:20. Jesus loves our 
company, and being with 
us in everything we do. 
When we experience that, 
we confide our lives to 
Him.  

 “Christ’s method alone 

By Mariel loMBardi

Friendship 
 A Way to Lead Souls to God
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will give true success 
in reaching the people. 
The Savior mingled 
with men as one who 
desired their good. He 
showed His sympathy 
for them, ministered to 
their needs, and won 
their confidence. Then, 
He bade them ‘follow 
me,’” The Ministry of 
Healing, page 143. 

This has always 
been the key to 
people’s hearts. The 
same method can be 
used today.

 For the past 
decade, the Southern 
Union Conference 
Hispanic Ministries Department has 
been promoting the evangelistic 
work through small groups. There 
are approximately 920 families that 
have opened their homes for small 
groups of Bible study. People find 
it easier to attend a meeting at the 
house of someone they know, and 
enjoy a Bible study in a familiar 
environment where they do not 
feel like strangers, than going to 
a church or a meeting hall. This 
presents more opportunities of 
having a closer relationship with 
the ones we want to bring to Jesus. 
There is a better chance of knowing 
their needs to be able to help them, 

not only spiritually. Churches have 
been extremely enthusiastic about 
this method of evangelism, and the 
Hispanic Ministries Department has 
organized seminars and prepared 
materials and ideas to make this 
work easier. Usually, after a certain 
period of time, once small groups 
have finished a series of studies and 
become familiar with some of the 
church members, they are invited 
to an evangelistic campaign. Many 
individuals have been baptized after 
these efforts. 

“In our churches, let small 
companies be formed for service…
The formation of small companies 
as basis of Christian effort has been 

presented to 
me by One 
who cannot 
err,” Testimo-
ny Treasures 
III, page 84.

“your 
success will 
not depend 
so much 
upon your 
knowledge 
and accom-
plishments, 
as upon your 
ability to find 
your way to 
the heart…
The presenta-
tion of Christ 

in the family, by the fireside, and in 
small gatherings in private houses, 
is often more successful in winning 
souls to Jesus than are sermons 
delivered …in halls or churches,” 
Gospel Workers, page 193.

Now, the concept of winning 
souls through friendship, has taken 
a different approach. A more per-
sonal and natural method of evan-
gelism was introduced through the 
movie “la Ventana” (The Window, 
script by evangelist Alejandro Bul-
lón) which has been distributed 
in the churches of our territory, as 
well as other unions. The movie 
shows the process that a family 
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went through as they realized their 
neighbors needed help. How they 
became friends, spent leisure time 
together, and comforted them as 
they mourned the lost of their son. 
little by little their new friends 
became interested in their beliefs, 
and accepting Christ was the conse-
quence.

Following the trend of thought 
illustrated by the movie last March, 
evangelist Alejandro Bullón and Sao 
Paolo Brazil Adventist University 
Theology professor Rainieri Sales, 
presented the plan “Hogares de 

Esperanza” (Homes of Hope) at the 
last Festival of the laity sponsored 
and organized by the Southern 
Union, and Florida and Southeast-

ern conferences. Every family has a 
friend, relative, neighbor, or co-
worker with spiritual, emotional, or 
material needs. An invitation was 
extended to the 10,000 Hispanic 
families in the Union territory, to 
open their home to that person in 
need. The idea is to pray for him/
her during a certain period of time, 
before inviting her/him to enjoy mo-
ments of fellowship during a special 
and simple meal at their home on 
May 14. After the invitation, families 
continued to pray for the Holy Spirit 
to provide them love and wisdom to 

witness, and to the guests, the capa-
bility of seeing the love of the lord 
towards men. The idea is not of a 
preaching session; just a nice and 

warm gathering, simple conversa-
tion on matters of mutual interests, 
and looking for the opportunity to 
mingle stories of blessings received. 
At the end of the visit, the family 
will pray for the friend, give him/her 
a small present, and lend a book, 
video, or CD that will leave the door 
open to a future encounter. The in-
vitation is to continue that friendship 
in a social way, and tactfully take 
every opportunity to show Jesus’ 
kindness and love. little by little, the 
friend will become interested in the 
beliefs that make that family differ-

ent. This method requires a 
lot of prayer and study. 

A variety of seminars 
on personal witnessing 
work were presented at the 
festival. The invitation was 
clear throughout the week-
end, and was repeated in a 
variety of ways: “We need 
to use Jesus’ evangelism 
method carried out through 
sincere friendship.” The 
700 attendees returned to 
their homes inspired to 
share the concepts learned 
with their families and 
churches. 

The call goes even 
farther: evangelism is not a single 
event. It is a lifestyle that attracts 
more people than the most eloquent 
sermon. 

J u n e  2 0 1 1  •  T I D I N G S        7



Fleischmann 

Trusts God 
to Make Decisions

By Britni Brannon

On April 27, 2011, Michael 
Fleischmann was headed toward 
his second customer on his food-
service distributor route in Trenton, 
Ga., when debris traveling in the 
same direction as his vehicle 
started passing him on the road. 
Turning his head to look behind 
him, he discovered a tornado 
barreling down the road, riding on 
his heels.

Georgia-Cumberland Feature
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“I put my foot on the gas pedal 
and really took off,” Fleischmann 
said. 

Just ahead was a convenience 
store, where he whipped his car 
in, jumped out and headed for the 
doors.

“It was only about 20 feet 
away,” he said, “but I felt like I 
was running in a dream, like you’re 
never going to get there. Debris was 
blowing by me; I was getting hit on 
the back by debris…Things were 
flying through the air, things [were] 
skittering across the ground past 
[my] feet. [The tornado was] picking 
up things like empty boxes and odd 
things like road signs and slinging 
them, and it’s like, ‘Oh man! I gotta 
get out of here because those things 
are missiles.’ I really thought that 
this could be the end for me here 
on this earth.”

But he made it to the door and, 
inside, Fleishmann found 
a handful of people frozen 
in place and not sure ex-
actly what to do under the 
circumstances. He, on the 
other hand, knew exactly 
where he was going: the 
walk-in cooler. He told them 
that’s where they needed to 
be, too, and the group fol-
lowed as windows explod-
ed, merchandise started fly-
ing, and ceiling tiles popped 
out of place and fell to the 
floor. Fleischmann said he 
was certain the roof was go-
ing to come off next.

The small group waited 
while screaming winds 
and torrential rain passed 
over — it all happened in a 
mere 15-20 seconds. Once a 
relative calm returned, they 
emerged to find the store 
in state of disarray, with 
groceries and glass scattered 
everywhere and ceiling tiles 
decorating the floor instead. 
Amazingly, the roof had 
remained intact, and Fleis-
chmann returned to his ve-
hicle to find it as he’d left it, 
though the bank next door 
was roof-bare, large trees 

lay uprooted, and live electric wires 
sprawled across the landscape.

“It was just a surreal scene,” he 
said.

He and another member of 
the group lent their cell phones to 
others so family members could be 
called.

“I thanked God for protect-
ing me,” he said. Fleischmann then 
called his son to assure him he was 
alright.

“It all happened so fast. There 
was no time to think. When every-
thing settled, I realized how close 
I’d come to death.”

The brush with death has been 
particularly somber and reflexive for 
Fleischmann, who lost a son nearly 
seven years ago.

“It’s a very interesting feeling for 
me,” he said. “I don’t question that 
[his son’s death], but God in His wis-
dom, for some reason, He allowed 

my son to die. When we prayed 
over him with the pastor, we prayed 
for God’s will. We knew what we 
wanted, but we prayed God’s will. 
One day God is going to put that 
little boy back in my arms.”

Fleischmann reflected on the 
comparison of him being a father 
and knowing what’s best for his 
own children, and God being our 
Heavenly Father. 

“I have to trust that God makes 
the decisions.”

And Fleischmann knows from 
experience that trusting God is the 
best way. He’s been through two 
other tornadoes, though he said he 
always witnessed the storms from 
a distance; they were never the ex-
perience he went through about 36 
hours ago. But the most recent one, 
about 15 years ago, set the prec-
edent for what saved his life and the 
lives of the other convenience store 

group. He was living 
in Indiana at the time, 
and a tornado ripped 
through town not far 
from where he lived, 
demolishing a local 
Domino’s Pizza joint.

“The Domino’s 
Pizza was right in the 
path of the tornado, 
and it was on a cement 
slab. [It] was gone, but 
right in the middle was 
the walk-in cooler—it 
was still there. As soon 
as I saw that tornado 
— and I give the lord 
credit for this — that’s 
the first thing that 
came to my mind.

Fleischmann is a 
member of the Col-
legedale Church in 
Tennessee.

To see a video and 
interviews with other 
members, visit www.
southernunion.com.

Britni Brannon is 
Georgia-Cumberland 
Conference communi-
cation assistant.

Michael Fleischmann stands by the car he was driving when he 
saw a tornado heading his way. He made a quick dash into a local 
convenience store in Trenton. Georgia. This not only saved his life 
but the lives on those inside the store as well.
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Tornadoes,
Devastation, Hope

Not much was left of Piedmont Church after a tornado slammed into it on April 27, 2011.

By REBECCA GRICE

Sabbath, April 30, 2011, was 
to be a high day for the Piedmont, 
Alabama, Church. Five years ago the 
congregation had united to build a 
beautiful church building, and now 
the last payment had been made. 
It was time to burn the mortgage. 
Gulf States Conference officers and 
special friends were invited to come 
and share in this special service. 
That was before April 27, when 
severe weather swept across the 
southeast, and as many as 28 torna-
does slashed across the central and 
northern parts of Alabama. The tor-
nadoes left in their wake thousands 
of destroyed homes and businesses, 
injured people, and more than 230 
tornado-related deaths. 

The Piedmont Church was not 
spared. On Wednesday evening, 

Rick Blyth, pastor, and his wife, 
Ginger, received a call from Bryon 
Folsom, a friend and someone with 
whom they had been studying the 
Bible, informing them that their 
church had been destroyed. Only 60 
miles north, John and Elease Whit-
ed, members of the Ownbey Chapel 
Church, left their home and went 
across the street to be with their 
daughter during the storm. All three 
of them lost their lives when their 
daughter’s house was completely 
destroyed by a tornado. By Thurs-
day it was evident many Adventist 
Church members’ homes and busi-
nesses had suffered storm damage, 
and a number had been completely 
destroyed.

Though the situation was bleak, 
there was hope and a sense that 

all would work out as long as God 
was there, no matter the circum-
stances. Many members have shared 
stories of God’s protection. Before 
the Blythes had time to think about 
where they would have church in 
the following weeks, Bryon Folsom 
called again and offered the use of 
the chapel in his new funeral home, 
free of charge. Ginger Blythe says, 
“We have lost a church building; we 
still have our church family.” She 
pauses and then adds, “We know 
God is providing. We won’t let Satan 
stop us. This next time, we’ll build 
an even bigger, better church.”

In spite of a hope and faith in 
a caring God, there are physical 
needs for all who were affected. On 
Wednesday evening, while most 
people were watching the weather 

Gulf States Feature
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news and staying close to their “safe 
places,” Bob, Robert, and Alex Hill 
had already gathered the equip-
ment needed for clearing roadways 
so emergency vehicles could get 
through, and were heading toward 
Pleasant Grove, a town northwest of 
Birmingham that had been hit hard. 
They worked through most of the 
night.

By Thursday evening, three 
mobile kitchens were preparing 
meals for volunteers and those 
affected by the storms. Two of 
these mobile kitchens are in Pleas-
ant Grove, Alabama, and one is 
in Concord, Alabama. Rick and 
Deborah Hutchinson, from the Gulf 
States Conference, along with Buster 
lowery and other volunteers, helped 
at the Concord site. ACTS (Active 
Christians That Serve) volunteers are 
maintaining the mobile kitchens in 
Pleasant Grove. A group of trained 
students from Union College came 
to help with search and rescue. 
Heritage Academy students and Bass 
Memorial Academy students helped 
serve meals, and went from house 
site to house site (very few buildings 

Peidmont Church, before it was destroyed by a tornado on April 
27, 2011

were standing) 
accessing what 
had happened 
to each family. 
By Sunday, 
numerous 
volunteers, 
many from the 
Birmingham 
First and Roe-
buck Adven-
tist churches 
were “on the 
ground” help-
ing with debris 
removal and 
meeting other 
requests as needed.

Ray Elsberry, Gulf States disaster 
response director, reported at the 
request of the Cullman County EMA, 
a warehouse in Cullman, Alabama, 
has been opened to handle incom-
ing donations. Donny Robertson, 
a leader at the Cullman Church, is 
the warehouse manager. A group of 
church members from the Cullman 
Church are helping. later, a distri-
bution warehouse was opened in 
Alabama. A group of church mem-

bers from the Guntersville Church 
are helping. For many residents it 
will take a long time for things to 
get back to normal. There will be a 
continuing need for volunteers to 
give of their time and talents to help 
all who have suffered from these 
storms. Please continue to remem-
ber this area in your prayers. 

To see a video and interviews 
with other members, visit www.
southernunion.com.

A group of ACTS volunteers, some from Heritage Academy in Tennessee, and others from Birmingham First Church, help victims 
select household items they need.
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Southern Union Feature

By Katia reinert

What do a hospital-sponsored 
5k run/walk, a school-sponsored 
community vegetable garden, and 
a church-sponsored summer feed-
ing program have in common? They 
are all ways in which Seventh-day 
Adventist institutions and members 
are working together to promote a 
healthy lifestyle and fight childhood 
obesity.

Today, doctors are seeing dis-
eases such as diabetes, hypertension, 
kidney disease, and heart disease — 
which once affected only older adults 
— striking children as young as six. 
The cause?  Childhood obesity, which 
in 2008 reached an all-time high of 
17 percent among children ages 2 
through 19, according to the Fed-
eral Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. In fact, the concern is that 
this may be the first generation in his-
tory that grows up less healthy than 
their parents. The potential impact 
on our nation’s economic health and 
security is significant. 

But the good news is that there 
is a lot that we can do to prevent 
these diseases. “This is our time! As 
a Church we have long talked about 
the importance of not just healthy 
minds and hearts, but also healthy 
bodies. Our culture is coming to 
grips with its health crises, and we 
have a message for the times,” re-
ports Dan Jackson, president of the 
North American Division (NAD).

The Seventh-day Adventist 
Church joined some 50 other faith 
and community organizations in sup-
port of a national initiative of United 
States first lady Michelle Obama 
to fight the epidemic of childhood 
obesity. Adventists InStep for life is 
a North American Division initiative 

Church members will be encour-
aged to:

1. Increase physical activity via: 
• Collectively accumulating one 

million miles through walking and 
other activities

• 60 percent of Adventist stu-
dents achieving the NAD and Presi-
dent Active lifestyle Awards

2. Focus on nutrition and increas-
ing fruit and vegetable servings by:

• Launching 100 summer feed-
ing programs (VBS, camps, com-
munity service activities, etc.) so 
children will have access to healthy 
meals when school is out

• Starting 100 community 
vegetable gardens at schools and 
churches to invite people who don’t 
have their own space to grow food

3. Engage youth, parents, 
schools, and the community in 
working together to fight obesity

More than ever, the time has 
come for God’s message of healing 
and restoration to be heard. Ad-
ventists InStep for life is a wonder-
ful opportunity to make a positive 
impact for Christ.

Health ministries leaders across 
the Division have worked together 
to develop ideas, resources, and a 
tool kit for implementing the initia-
tive, which launched April 1, 2011. 
The North American Division has 
also set aside Sunday, September 
25, as “let’s Move Day.” Churches, 
schools, and healthcare institutions 
are encouraged to host 5k run/walks 
or other active events on that day 
to provide opportunities for physi-
cal activity, and promote a healthier 
lifestyle. 

“As soon as InStep for life was 
first started, the Southern Union 
Conference voted that same year at 
its administrative and departmental 
meetings to enthusiastically support 
the program in all of our churches, 

and urged them to keep a record of 
their InStep for life reports,” shares 
Allan R. Williamson, Southern Union 
health ministries director. “We like 
the new name with the addition 
of Adventists InStep for life. The 
Southern Union Conference defi-
nitely says, ‘yES!’ to healthy kids and 
families.”  

E. W. Dempsey, Georgia-Cum-
berland Conference health ministries 
director, reports that through their 
ongoing InStep for life program, 
members are reaping the benefits of 
renewed health and vitality through 
exercise. “Reports have come in 
from people who have been able 
to reduce and in some cases elimi-
nate medications as the result of a 
consistent exercise program. Physical 
activity is powerful medicine! It can 
change your life.”

“This initiative is consistent with 
our Church’s approach to ministering 
to people physically, mentally, so-
cially, and spiritually,” states Ted N. 
C. Wilson, president of the Adventist 
World Church. “The Seventh-day 
Adventist Church will do its part to 
fulfill God’s wish found in III John 2, 
which indicates that God wants us to 
be in physical and spiritual health.” 

Do you want a healthy future for 
yourself, your children, and make 
a difference in your community? 
Adventists InStep for life is an op-
portunity to promote a message of 
healthful living and make a positive 
impact for Christ. For details and an 
initiative tool kit, visit www.nad-
healthministries.org.
 Katia Reinert, MSN, CRNP, FNP-BC, 
PHCNS-BC, FCN, is health ministries di-
rector at the North American Division.

www.nadhealthministries.org
www.nadhealthministries.org
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Southern Union Education Feature

Debra Fryson (sitting, right, in burgundy jacket), Southern Union director of education, leads out in a question and answer session 
with students at Ridgetop Adventist School, Ridgetop, Tennessee.

What Makes Them Schools of Excellence?
By DON TUCkER

Since the Adventist EDGE (Edu-
cators Delivering a Great Education) 
initiative began more than nine 
years ago, numerous schools across 
the Southern Union — from pre-
k through grade 12 — have been 
improving education for hundreds of 
students. Just how are these schools 
doing it? What do they all have in 
common?

The answer is dedication. An ex-
cellent school doesn’t happen over-
night; it takes hard work and inten-
tion to build a culture of excellence, 
but when a whole community — the 
church, school, and home — comes 
together to create an excellent 
school, the results are astounding. 

Excellent Effort
Education is an important topic 

in today’s culture, as pundits and ex-
perts debate the best ways to teach 
children. In the Southern Union, the 
answer to that debate was the EDGE 
initiative, which follows a scriptural 
mandate to strive for excellence. The 
EDGE formula for excellent schools 
is to deliver GREAT education that 
is God-centered, Results-oriented, 
in an Environment that is safe and 
nurturing, Aligned with Adventist 
and national standards, and a Team 
effort.  

Those who received the Ad-
ventist EDGE School of Excellence 
award said the results of the certifi-
cation process were better than they 
had anticipated.

“We in the Adventist system 
need to go beyond the minimum 
requirements for accreditation and 
focus on the core elements that will 
identify our schools as the highest 
quality of education,” says Richard 
Stitzer, principal of John l. Coble El-
ementary School, Calhoun, Georgia.  
“We looked at all the components of 
what GREAT meant,” says yvonne 
Brown, principal of Decatur Adven-
tist Junior Academy, Stone Mountain, 
Georgia. 

EDGE certification starts with a 
six-step process that helps schools 
define their long-term goals and 
identify areas for improvement. In 
order to become certified, schools 
examine every aspect of their opera-
tion, from the grounds and facilities 
to curriculum and customer service. 
The spiritual aspect of education is 
emphasized and the schools work 
hard to focus on building positive 
relationships and compelling expe-
riences by being courteous, kind, 
friendly, warm, caring, accepting, 
and Christlike all the time. Ineffec-
tive teaching methods and outdated 
tools are discarded or replaced. A 
teaching system called 4MAT helps 
faculty make the most of good 
teaching practices, and teachers 
work to meet students’ needs on an 
individual level. 

like any worthy endeavor, meet-
ing the requirements for EDGE cer-
tification takes time. Parents, board 
members, faculty, and even students 

work together as a team to help the 
schools make necessary improve-
ments.  

Excellent Results 
 By the time the school is certi-

fied as a School of Excellence, its 
mission and vision have been re-
fined; parents and students begin to 
take more pride in their school, and 
the faculty act with a new sense of 
purpose. 

 “Our enrollment has increased, 
confidence has improved, and the 
board has more clarity in its vision 
and direction,” says keith Nelson, 
principal of Greeneville Adventist 
Academy, Greeneville, Tennessee. 

“There were a lot of things we 
had been doing before, but we just 
weren’t very intentional,” says Aaron 
Raines, principal of Ridgetop Ad-
ventist Elementary School, Ridgetop, 
Tennessee.

That vision is the core of the 
EDGE initiative. Any school can 
produce good test results and stellar 
scholars, but EDGE Schools provide 
so much more than that — they are 
dedicated not only to excellence in 
education, but also to transparency 
with parents and students, relation-
ships with the community, a vi-
sion of an ever-brighter future, and 
Christlike spiritual instruction.   
 Don Tucker is marketing consultant for the 
Southern Union Office of Education.

Southern Union Education Feature
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From a Distance: 
Fostering Spirituality in Online Learning

Adventist colleges were founded 
on the principles not only of educat-
ing the mind, but of doing so in a 
spiritually rich environment, allowing 
students to explore and grow in their 
relationship with God. These days, 
we find ourselves juxtaposed between 
classroom and distance learning en-
vironments and have had to become 
innovative in our ways of fostering 
spiritual development. In distance 
learning, students are more likely 
taught as individuals whether in small 
or large distance courses. “Online you 
get to know your students’ mind, not 
just their faces,” says linda Harasim, 
an online learning expert. Distance 
instructors quickly realize that it 
may take more time to interact with 
distance students due to the instant 
communication channels, on-demand 
access, and constructivist environment 
in online learning. The highly inter-
active environment in online 
learning between instructor 
and students, and between 
students and students, could 
be a great way to foster a 
spiritual environment if done 
intentionally. Florida Hospital 
College of Health Sciences 
(FHCHS) has taken advantage 
of the highly interactive online 
learning environment to ex-
tend one of the four institution 
mission words, Spirituality, to 
its 1,500 degree-seeking dis-

tance students in three distance bach-
elor’s completion programs – nursing, 
radiologic sciences, and sonography. 
The right mix of synchronous and 
asynchronous learning has been a 
critical model for fostering a positive 
spiritual climate as well as a strong 
retention tool at FHCHS. 

learning online could be a lonely 
experience and distance students 
needing nurture often find it in a 
positive spiritual climate. One of the 
hallmarks of the FHCHS distance mo-
dality is the strong nurturing instructor 
presence. Instructors have prayer with 
distance students during the weekly 
real-time class meetings, and students 
often have prayer requests for aca-
demic and life issues. Instructors using 
the Wimba “live Classroom” conduct 
multimedia devotionals with students. 
In fact, some students enter the vir-
tual room prior to the class meeting 

and enjoy the soothing multimedia 
devotionals. Distance students in the 
two required religion courses have 
indicated they experienced signifi-
cant spiritual growth due to instruc-
tors’ modeling, the positive spiritual 
climate during online class meetings, 
and deep learning contents. One in-
structor is now working on a Wimba 
Bible class as her students wished that 
the religion class would not end. 

FHCHS is working on other 
distance technologies. A new pro-
gram has been launched in Denver 
via Polycom technology. The distance 
students at the Denver site experience 
that same positive spiritual climate 
in real-time as the students on the 
host campus in Orlando. While the 
IP-based Polycom equipment is run-
ning, students in Denver may Skype 
with students in Orlando to conduct a 
group learning activity. FHCHS is also 

experimenting with Second life, 
a virtual world platform. The very 
first FHCHS Second life simula-
tion is an OB clinic, which has 
been integrated into a nursing 
class. The next project is to figure 
out how to effectively foster spiri-
tuality among distance students 
more visually via Second life. 

FHCHS endeavors to find 
highly engaging media and 
technologies to ultimately instill 
“Healthcare as Ministry” among 
its distance students.

Florida Hospital College of Health Sciences Feature

By Dan Lim, Ph.D.
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As students walk through the Origins Exhibit in the Biology Department, they will encounter what the outside of a typical cell nucleus 
looks like.

Southern Publishes Creation Statement
Southern Adventist University 

wrote and published its first Creation 
statement on February 20, 2011, af-
firming seven critical principles that 
pertain to Creation, such as a belief in 
the Genesis Creation story as literal, 
and the Word of God as true. 

The statement was created after 
the General Conference Executive 
Committee for Seventh-day Adventists 
appealed to educational institutions 
to uphold the Adventist belief on 
Creation. It also was formed as part of 
the University’s desire to show South-
ern’s personal stance on the issue. 

 “Creation is foundational,” says 
Greg king, dean of the School of Reli-
gion. “It tells us we are not a product 
of a purposeless nothing, but of a 
loving, benevolent God who wants to 
have a relationship with us.”

In January, a University sen-
ate sub-committee was created to 
develop and write the statement. It 
consisted of seven members from sev-
eral areas of the University, including 
biology, chemistry, physics, English, 
religion, business, and marketing and 
university relations. Within one month 
of meeting, the statement was passed 
and approved. 

 “The members already had a 
vision of what kind of statement 
Southern should have, and I think that 
is why it went so quickly,” says Mitch 

Menzmer, a professor in the chemistry 
department. “What it gets down to is 
whether or not a person will take the 
Bible as authoritative, or science as 
authoritative. you can’t have both on 
issues of origins.”

Southern’s Creation statement 
directly affirms seven principles:  

1. We affirm the primacy, 
authority, and trustworthiness of the 
Bible in all areas of inquiry it address-
es, including the origin of the natural 
world and the various kinds of life 
created therein.

2. We affirm that Genesis 1-11 is 
an accurate and historical account of 
the events it presents. The description 
found therein is reaffirmed throughout 
the Old Testament, and every New 
Testament writer and Jesus Himself 
explicitly or implicitly affirms the his-
toricity of Genesis 1-11.

3. We affirm the supernatural 
Creation of a beautiful and perfect 
world in one literal week of six con-
secutive, contiguous, 24-hour days of 
creative activity, followed by the Sab-
bath of rest.

4. We affirm that the Creation 
week and the origin of life on Earth 
took place recently, a few thousand 
years ago, and that there was no life 
on Earth prior to that time.

5. We affirm that death came 
about as the result of human sin, 

that there was no death in the world 
as originally created, and that there 
will be no death in the new Earth as 
restored by God.

6. We affirm the value of Ellen 
G. White’s endorsement of the biblical 
teaching on the early history of Earth, 
specifically a literal six-day creation, 
God’s rest on the literal seventh day, 
a short chronology for life on Earth 
of a few thousand years, and a global 
Flood.

7. We affirm that the doctrine 
of Creation is foundational for and 
interconnected with other important 
biblical doctrines, including the inspi-
ration of Scripture, the Sabbath, the 
character of God, the plan of salva-
tion, marriage, resurrection, and the 
new earth.

Whether it is a professor in the 
science or English department, both 
affirm Southern’s stance on Creation, 
representing the University’s unified 
belief on the issue.

 “At Southern we do not have to 
start with an ambiguous understand-
ing of our origins,” says Robert Mon-
tague, a professor in the School of 
Business and Management. “Instead, 
we can start with a sturdy faith in the 
Word of God, and rather than doubt 
God, we can appreciate and delight in 
His Word.” 

Southern Adventist University Feature



Ephesus Celebrates 100 Years
Former pastors and Conference officials were present to participate and support Ephesus Church’s centennial celebration.

Steve Benjamin, Columbia City mayor, 
congratulates the congregation for the 
milestone of reaching the 100-year 
mark.

In Columbia, South Carolina, on 
March 11, 1911, 69 faithful believ-
ers accepted the Adventist message 
as a result of an evangelistic meeting 
conducted by elders Sydney Scott and 
J. l. Critchlow. These faithful few then 
became members of the Columbia 
Seventh-day Adventist Church No. 2.  

The first local elder, John A. 
Hoover, allowed the group to meet 
upstairs in a room over his grocery 
store on Blossom Street. later a 
church building on 1216 Henderson 
Street was rented, which later became 
the church’s first purchased property. 

Membership growth in the early 
years of the church occurred as a 
result of spreading the Adventist mes-
sage through Sabbath School, Ingath-
ering programs, community outreach 
services, and evangelistic meetings. 
Calvin B. Rock, D.Min., interned from 
1952 to 1954, and baptized 50 indi-
viduals during a tent meeting. 

God has richly blessed the 
Columbia Church during the past 
century since the early days on Blos-
som Street. The congregation has 
moved multiple times, and its name 
has changed to Ephesus Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. The new edifice on 
Wilson Boulevard, north of down-
town Columbia’s Main Street, boasts 
a vibrant congregation of third and 
fourth generation Adventists, includ-
ing children of members who at-
tended the church in the 1940’s and 
1950’s. 

leading up to the final week 
of celebration, the week was full of 
events and programs for the mem-
bers. The church also paid homage to 
its past with a ceremony commemo-
rating deceased members during the 
last 100 years. 

Many former pastors, Conference 
officials, and community leaders were 
in attendance. Former pastor Marcel-
lus Howard led the church through 
a week of spiritual and prayerful 
revival. During the week, the mem-
bers were supported and honored by 
visits from William Winston, South 
Atlantic Conference 
secretary; Steve Ben-
jamin, Columbia City 
mayor; and many 
community church 
choirs. 

On Sabbath, the 
congregation cel-
ebrated with a feel-
ing of homecoming 
and an august body 
of ministers led by 
the current church 
pastor and Confer-
ence treasurer, larry 
E. Johnson. Also in attendance were 
Vanard J. Mendinghall, Conference 
president; pastors Carl Nesmith, Alex 
Todd, kenneth Moore, Melvin Warf-
ield, Horace Malone, Benjamin Cum-
mings, Ivan Williams, Melvin Preston, 
and Calvin Preston, who also was the 
Sabbath speaker; and retiree Calvin 

Robinson. 
The Ephesus Church family, 

friends, and community gathered on 
Sunday, March 6, 2011, to culminate 
seven months of community outreach 
that involved Bible study, evangelism, 
and youth gatherings. “Celebrating 
the Planting of 100 Footsteps … lord 
Plant our Feet on Higher Ground.” 

The church’s initiatives to reach 
the community, reclaim former 
members, empower youth, recognize 
veterans, and increase the church’s 
presence in the city of Columbia were 
all reported to the congregation as 

successful efforts 
by Vanessa Des-
Saussure Bartley, 
celebration com-
mittee chair. 

leslie O’Neal, 
the leader for 
“Friday Friends,” 
an activity target-
ing nonAdventist 
youth, ages 16-25, 
plans to continue 
the program after 
the celebration 
ended.

The Ephesus congregation is 
excited about its future and vision of 
impacting the immediate community 
using Christ’s model of meeting the 
needs of the people before bidding 
them to follow Him. 

By Shelly-ann Bowen
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Southern Union News

Dan Jackson, North 
American Division (NAD) 
president, visited Advent 
Home learning Center in 
Calhoun, Tenn., in Febru-
ary. Accompanied by Tom 
Evans, NAD treasurer, 
and Gail Reitz, he toured 
the campus with Blondel 
Senior, Ph.D., Advent 
Home director. Jackson 
then spoke to the students, 
staff, and guests in the 
school auditorium. 

In a warm, down-to-
earth manner, Jackson 
shared some of his own 
teenage rebellion. He 
would break into houses, 
steal and “chug-a-lug” 
alcohol with his bud-
dies, until one summer 
his mother told him to 

pack his things — she was 
taking him to a Christian 
academy. Although his dad 
objected, a de-
termined mom 
enrolled him in 
(then) Canadian 
Union College 
Academy 
(CUCA). Two 
of his friends 
had committed 
suicide, and 
Jackson sensed 
that he needed 
to leave his old 
environment. 

He recalled 
the sacrifice his 
mother made 
for him to at-
tend CUCA, 
where even-

tually he found Jesus. 
“Actually, Jesus found me,” 
he said. God was telling 

me, ‘I’m not finished with 
you yet.’ Jesus loved me 
too much to leave me like 
that.” The eight years there 
were good ones. God gave 
him victory over smok-
ing, he married his wife, 
Donna, and they had their 
first child. Today, he is 
a passionate believer in 
Adventist education. 

During a brief ques-
tion/answer session, one 
student asked how he 
got his current position. 
“Not by politics,” Jackson 
replied. “It was a total 
surprise, but I believe in 
my heart, God did it.” 
Before leaving campus, he 
encouraged the boys, “life 
is a path, a journey. you’re 
on the path and God is 
leading you. God doesn’t 
stop, even when we do.”

—By BarBara graham

Blondel Senior, Ph.D. (left), welcomes Dan Jackson, North American Division president, to Advent 
Home.

division President dan Jackson encourages 
Students at advent home 

Division President Dan Jackson visited Advent Home Learning Center 
where he shared his testimony with the students and staff, and then an-
swered questions.
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Adventist Health System

Florida hospital Flagler’s Pet-Ct imaging 
technology is Unique to Florida

innovative robotic arm Guides Knee Surgery 
at Florida hospital Zephyrhills

Florida Hospital 
Flagler, Palm Coast, Fla., 
is now equipped with a 
Positron Emission Tomog-
raphy CT (PET-CT), more 
advanced than any other 
facility in the state. The ad-
vanced capabilities benefit 
patients through optimized 
system design. It enables 
detection of disease at an 
earlier stage, motion match; 
improves the quality of 
scans in areas prone to mo-
tion and a patient-friendly 
design; and features a com-
fortable bed for patients. 

“This type of PET-CT 
benefits the patients be-
cause it combines the abil-
ity of not only the PET-CT, 
but also the ability to plan 

the patients’ radiation 
therapy in the same 
machine,” said Alvaro 
Alvarez, M.D., radiation 
oncologist. “It allows 
patients the luxury 
of only needing one 
scan, as opposed to 
having three separate 
scans, and then need-
ing to fuse the scans 
together.” 

With a PET-CT 
scan, doctors can better 
determine whether a 
mass is malignant (can-
cerous) or benign (not 
cancerous). Prior to an 
exam, a mildly radioac-
tive substance called a 
radiotracer is injected into 
the patient. The PET-CT 

image helps distinguish 
cancer from healthy tissue 
when there is an accumu-

lation of the radiotracer 
in the cancerous tissue. 
Most radiotracers are glu-
cose (sugar) based, and 
because cancerous cells 
and tumors absorb, ac-
cumulate, and metabolize 
sugar faster than healthy 
tissue, they appear as 
bright spots on the scan.

The capability of the 
PET-CT sends a strong 
message to the commu-
nity. “Florida Hospital 
Flagler is committed to 
Flagler County by provid-
ing first class care to the 
patients, especially the 
cancer patients,” said 
Alvarez.

—By LindSay reW

Florida Hospital Zeph-
yrhills, Zephyrhills, Fla., is 
the first hospital in Pasco 
and Polk counties to per-
form MAkOplasty®, a new, 
minimally invasive partial 
knee resurfacing proce-
dure used to treat early to 
mid-stage osteoarthritis of 
the knee. This 
new procedure, 
powered by the 
RIO® Robotic 
Arm Interac-
tive Orthopedic 
system, offers 
a more precise 
and consistent 
outcome for 
partial knee re-
surfacing, which 
results in faster 

recovery times.
“This technology al-

lows us to treat patients 
with osteoarthritis of the 
knee at earlier stages and 
with greater precision,” 
says Randolph knight, 
M.D., orthopedic surgeon, 
Florida Hospital Zeph-

yrhills Orthopaedic & 
Spine Institute. “Because 
it’s less invasive and more 
of the patient’s natural 
knee remains, the goal is 
for patients to have more 
natural knee motion post-
operatively.”

This system provides 
the surgeon a 
pre-surgical plan 
that details the 
techniques for 
bone prepara-
tion and custom-
ized implant 
positioning 
using a CT scan 
of the patient’s 
knee. During the 
procedure, the 
system creates a 

3-D live action, virtual view 
of the patient’s bone sur-
face, and correlates the im-
age to the pre-programmed 
surgical plan. As the sur-
geon uses the robotic arm, 
its tactile, acoustic, and 
visual feedback limits bone 
preparation to the diseased 
areas and provides for 
more optimal implant posi-
tioning and placement for 
each individual patient.

“Precision is the key 
in planning and perform-
ing partial knee surgeries,” 
says knight. “For a good 
outcome, you need to align 
and position the implant 
just right.”

—By Lyn aCer
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Southern Adventist University

Outdoor enthusiasts 
can soon enjoy almost 
11 miles of new paths on 
Southern’s Biology Trail. 
located behind Southern’s 
campus, the Biology Trail 
is a system of trails with 
varying difficulty levels 
that lead from the bot-
tom of the valley to an 
overlook of the Univer-
sity. Recently, erosion has 
lowered the quality of the 
trails, inspiring community 
members to partner with 
the Biology Department to 

fix the prob-
lem. 

A volun-
teer organi-
zation called 
The Friends 
of White Oak 
Mountain 
was formed 
to raise mon-
ey to help 
improve the 
Biology Trail 
system. More 
than $25,000 was raised to 
build new paths and in-

stall new signage. Special 
machinery was used to 

help the trails shed water 
and prevent further ero-
sion. Jim Johnson, founder 
of Friends of White Oak 
Mountain, is pleased with 
the project’s results.

“This trail system is 
now probably better than 
any other in Chattanooga,” 
Johnson says. “Their layout 
is better and they handle 
water better.”

—By CaitLin FoSter 

Hope and healing 
are extending from the 
Hulsey Wellness Center 
on the campus of South-
ern Adventist University, 
Collegedale, Tenn., where 
four organizations have set 
up headquarters to serve 
tornado-affected members 
of the community.

“Out of all the places 
I’ve been, this is the best 
set-up we’ve ever had,” says 
Wade Geary, U.S. Small 
Business Administration 
(SBA) team leader at the Di-
saster Recovery Center. SBA 

assists homeowners, 
renters, and businesses 
with loans to rebuild 
and repair damage.

FEMA, the Ten-
nessee Department of 
Human Services, and 
the Samaritan Center 
have also gathered to 
help tornado victims 
through food stamps, 
temporary housing, 
clothing and furniture, 
gas money, and future 
building solutions. Counsel-
ing is also available upon 
request.

To date, 415 people 
have utilized the Center’s 
services.

“We’ll be here as long 

as we need to,” says 
José Monge, FEMA 
manager for the Col-
legedale site. “It could 
be a month, it could 
be more, but we’ll be 
here until everyone’s 
been helped.”

The Hulsey Well-
ness Center, a symbol 
of mental and physical 
restoration on South-
ern’s campus, is now a 
Center for community 

restoration as well.
—By rainey ParK

First international Class Gift reflects Mission
For the first time in 

Southern Adventist Uni-
versity’s history, the senior 
class decided to give an 
international gift instead 
of something that would 
directly benefit the Univer-
sity’s campus. 

After voting on possible 
gift ideas, the senior class 
decided to partner with 

ADRA to provide $2,011 
worth of scholarships for 17 
students to attend school in 
Nepal. The amount, chosen 
in celebration of their 
graduation year will cover 
the cost of schoolbooks, 
supplies, uniforms, and a 
year’s tuition for each child. 
In addition, it will help 
provide bicycles for female 

students to help them safely 
reach school each day. 

“We are very excited to 
give the gift of education,” 
says Reneze Trim, president 
of the 2011 class and senior 
psychology major. “We re-
alize many gifts have been 
contributed for us to attend 
Southern, so we’re ecstatic 
to share this blessing with 

children who have not had 
the same resources or op-
portunities.”  

 “The students have 
wholeheartedly internalized 
the mission of the school,” 
says Geovanny Ragsdale, 
director of development 
and advancement. “South-
ern has done its job well.”

—By John ShoemaKer

relief organizations Set Up headquarters at Southern

FEMA is one of four organizations providing 
relief to tornado victims from their tempo-
rary headquarters at the Hulsey Wellness 
Center on the campus of Southern Adventist 
University, Collegedale, Tenn.

Biology trail expands

The Biology Trail is a popular place for hikers 
and mountain bikers.
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Carolina News

Pastor Ben Wheeler 
passed away recently at 
the age of 88, his life was 
one of service to the lord.

He was born Febru-
ary 20, 1923, in Palatka, 
Fla., to the late Anson and 
Josephine Oliva (Hansen) 
Wheeler. During WWII, 
he served in the Army 
with the 39th field Hospi-
tal as an X-ray technician 
in England and Belgium. 
He arrived in Normandy 
four days after the inva-
sion, and cared for many 
wounded soldiers. 

Following the war, 
Wheeler felt called to 
serve the lord as a minis-
ter, so he earned a B.A. in 
religion from Southern Ad-
ventist University {formerly 

Southern 
College) in 
Collegedale, 
Tenn. 

He 
and Caro-
lina “Ann” 
Morgan were 
united in 
marriage on 
July 2, 1950, 
in Fletcher, 
N.C. The 
Wheelers 
then moved 
to Washing-
ton, D.C., 
where he earned an M.A. 
from the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Theological Semi-
nary. 

Ben began his ministry 
in Brunswick, Ga. In 1953, 

he accepted 
a call to ke-
nya to serve 
as mission 
director of 
the karurah 
Mission in 
Nairobi, ar-
riving in the 
middle of 
the Mau Mau 
rebellion. 
He served 
in various 
positions, 
teaching and 
ministering 

during the next 30 years.
During furloughs from 

Africa, Wheeler was able 
to further his education 
and earn an M. Div. from 
Andrews University in Ber-

rien Springs, Mich., and an 
M.S. in public health from 
loma linda University in 
loma linda, Calif.

The Wheelers served 
faithfully in kenya, Ugan-
da, and Rhodesia until 
1983 when he returned 
to pastor in South Caro-
lina until his retirement 
in 1993. Although retired, 
he remained active in the 
ministry, serving his com-
munity in many ways.

Ben and Ann Wheeler 
had two sons, David and 
Caroll; and three grand-
children, Jonathan, Chris-
topher, and Jennifer.

remembering a Carolina Pastor

Pastor Ben Wheeler

legal notices
Carolina Conference Session 

Notice is hereby given that the 41st regular session of the Carolina Conference of Seventh-day Adventists will be held in the 
auditorium at Nosoca Pines Ranch in liberty Hill, South Carolina. The first meeting is called for 6:30 p.m., Thursday, August 18, 
2011. The session will continue through Sunday, August 21, 2011. The session is called for the purpose of electing officers and 
formulating plans for the next quinquennium, and for the transaction of such other business as may properly come before the 
session. Each church may appoint two of its members as delegates to the session, 
provided their membership exceeds fifty (50). Those churches having fewer than 
fifty-one (51) members may appoint one of its members as a delegate as outlined in 
the Carolina Conference By-laws.

James R. Davidson
President
Gary D. Moyer
Secretary

Carolina Conference Association
Notice is hereby given that there will be a legal meeting of the Carolina Confer-

ence Association of Seventh-day Adventists, Incorporated, under the laws of the state 
of North Carolina, in connection with the regular session of the Carolina Confer-
ence, which will be held in the auditorium at Nosoca Pines Ranch, liberty Hill, South 
Carolina. The first meeting is called for 6:30 p.m., Thursday, August 18, 2011. The sesion will continue through Sunday, August 
21, 2011. The purpose of the meeting is to elect officers and trustees and to transact any other business that may come before the 
association at that time. The delegates of the 41st session of the Carolina Conference of Seventh-day Adventists are the delegates 
of the association meeting. 

James R. Davidson
President
Chad Grundy
Secretary
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Minner lab-
rador, Charlotte, 
N.C., Sharon 
Church lead pastor 
(right), recently 
interviewed Derek 
J. Morris, D.Min., 
one of 13 guests 
invited to partici-
pate in the second 
series of the “Old 
Man New Man” 
television program 
produced at the 
Charlotte Sharon 
Church studio. 
Morris is the editor 
of Ministry Maga-
zine, as well as 
assistant ministe-
rial director of the 
General Confer-
ence of Seventh-
day Adventists. He 
is also the author 
of several books, 
including The Radical 
Prayer and Radical Protec-
tion. 

The first series of Old 
Man New Man was aired 
last year on Charlotte’s 
local Channel 10, WXOC, 
and on the Adventist 
HOPE Channel. The pro-
grams proved so success-
ful that a second series 
was created for the HOPE 
Channel. Both the first and 
second series are recorded 
and edited by kris Allen, 
in the studio designed by 
Allen and built by Gary 
Bartsch, facilities manager 
of Sharon Church. Evelyn 
labrador, wife of pastor, 
introduces the series.

Other speakers, au-
thors, psychologists, attor-
neys, and workers for God 
were interviewed for this 

outstanding series. They 
include Jim Hohnberger, 
author of Men of Power 
and Escape to God; John 
Earnhardt, pastor, evange-
list, and author of Victory 
Lane; James Black, North 
American Division direc-
tor of youth and young 
adults, and author of God 
Has a Plan and You’re 
In It; Claudio Consuegra, 
North American Division 
speaker and director of 
family ministries; Roma 
Palcan, psychologist; 
Christian yaste, dentist 
and entrepreneur; Marc 
Swearingen, pastor and 
evangelist; and Bernie An-
derson, pastor and author 
of Breaking the Silence. 
Four more programs will 
be recorded for this series 
during the month of April. 
Each program includes a  

study guide for churches 
and groups to use in their 
spiritual growth. 

Under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, both 
seasons of Old Man New 
Man were conceived and 
created by labrador, Caro-
lina Conference director 
of men’s ministries and 
former North American Di-
vision coordinator of men’s 
ministries. labrador has a 
passion for reaching out 
to men who want to bring 
His Gospel to a lost world, 
but feel out of place in a 
“touchy-feely-dress-up-and-
sit-quietly-in-a-pew” church 
environment (which re-
search shows appeals more 
to women than men). Men 
need action, and church 
leaders who recognize this 
will plan their programs 
to effectively reach this 

segment of their 
membership.

labrador, au-
thor of the article, 
Missing in Action, 
published in the 
February 2008 issue 
of Ministry Maga-
zine, encourages 
an active men’s 
ministry at Sharon 
Church. During this 
past year, Chuck 
Connors, Sharon 
Church men’s 
ministries director, 
and his team, have 
hosted an antique 
car show, a Sunday 
morning fam-
ily bowling event, 
Sunday morning 
breakfast at a local 
restaurant, and a 
golf tournament. 
There is now a 

Sharon Church men’s 
baseball team called The 
Sons of Thunder. Two 
of its members formerly 
played college and minor 
league baseball. (So far, 
they have won all their 
games!) These activities are 
geared toward creating an 
environment to celebrate 
serving the lord, while still 
being a manly man.

Please pray for the 
Carolina Conference and 
for these programs created 
especially to reach men. 
Visit, www.oldmannew-
man.com to learn more 
about this production and 
how to obtain the com-
plete series. 

 —ContriButed By the 
Sharon ChurCh 

miniStry team

new Season of “old Man new Man” Produced

Minner Labrador, Sharon Church lead pastor (right), recently interviewed Derek J. 
Morris, D.Min., one of 13 guests invited to participate in the second series of the “Old 
Man New Man” television program.

www.oldmannewman.com
www.oldmannewman.com
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Couple introduced through adventist Contact

Adventist Contact was 
designed to introduce 
compatible and single 
Seventh-day Adventists. 
The need for this service 
arose from the number 
of men and women who 
were marrying outside of 
the Church, and leaving 
their Adventist heritage.

In 1974, Adventist 
Contact was a new, inno-
vative instrument to intro-
duce couples who would 
not have ordinarily met. 
Since its inception, hun-
dreds of individuals have 
married and found hap-
piness as husbands and 

wives — some of whom 
in their 80’s and 90’s. Such 
is the story of Ron Bry-
ant and Claire Breaux, the 
third couple to meet and 
marry through Adventist 
Contact.

Ron lived in Michigan 
and Claire lived in louisi-
ana. Ron didn’t know what 
a Cajun was, and Claire 
didn’t like cold weather, 
so only God could have 

brought them together. 
They were introduced 
through Adventist Contact, 
and its comprehensive 
profile helped them get 
better acquainted before 
meeting in early 1975. 
They married in August 
the same year.

Today, as Ron and 
Claire give back to God by 
attending and volunteer-
ing at Forest lake Church, 

Apopka, Fla., they look 
back with no regrets for 
their prayerful decisions 
to join Adventist Contact. 
They are strong advocates 
for this matching ministry 
which serves only unmar-
ried Seventh-day Adven-
tists age 18 and older.

Adventist Contact in-
formation can be found at 
www.adventistcontact.com

—By amanda martin

Blair and Verona Seifert Celebrate 70 years of Marriage
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Ron and Claire Bryant, daughter Amanda Martin, son-in-law Paul, and granddaughter Nora

Ron and Claire Bryant on 
their wedding day in 1975
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Blair and Verona Seif-
ert celebrated their 70th 
wedding anniversary in 
Avon Park, Fla. They met 

in 1936 while working 
at Hinsdale Hospital, 
Hinsdale, Ill. and were 
married there on March 
13, 1941.

After a term in the 
service of his country, 
Blair began a nursing 
course at Glendale Ad-
ventist Medical Center, 
Glendale, Calif., and 

finished it at Paradise 
Valley Hospital, National 
City, Calif., in 1950. He 

then completed nurse 
anesthetist training in 
1952, at Madison Hospi-
tal, Madison, Tenn.

Blair worked as a 
nurse anesthetist in Au-
rora, Ill. until 1972, and 
then at Walker Memorial 
Hospital, Avon Park, Fla., 
as a Certified Registered 
Nurse Anesthetist until 
his retirement in 1982. 
Verona spent her time 
raising their two children 

while working part time.
Blair and Verona 

have enjoyed many trips 
and cruises, as well as 
time with their family: 
daughter Julie is retired 
and lives in lakeland; son 
Thomas, a dentist, lives in 
Avon Park; four grand-
children; and two great-
grandchildren.

—By CaroLe SeiFert

www.adventistcontact.com
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Olive Este, at 107, 
is the oldest member of 
the Northwest Dade, Fla., 
congregation. She was 
born March 28, 1904.

When paying Este a 
visit, the first thing she 
will say to you is, “I’m 

deaf and dumb.” It is 
true she can no longer 
hear very well, and her 
eyesight is also failing, 
but she continues to have 
a kind and indomitable 
spirit. At her age, she still 
makes her famous and 
delicious fruitcake for 
church potlucks.

“I’ve known her for 
most of my life,” says Jos-
sette Sookie, friend and 
fellow church member. 
“Every encounter has 
been a positive experi-
ence. She has always 
lifted my spirits with just 
the power of her smile. 

We have had many con-
versations over the years, 
and these are the lessons 
I have learned from Sister 
Estes: 1. Love deeply. 
loving God, family, and 
those around you is ev-
erything. Nothing matters 
as much. 2. Have faith 
in God. When her son 
was dying, she poured 
out her heart to God the 
night before his surgery, 
then went to bed and 
slept soundly, knowing 
she had left her son’s life 
in God’s capable hands. 
3. No matter what, smile. 
Be a positive force in 

this world; it’s what Jesus 
would do. 4. Be a friend. 
Everyone needs some-
one, sometime. Befriend 
someone, think about 
others. The best way to 
avoid depression is by 
helping someone else.

“My goal in life is not 
to live to 107, but rather 
to have a good spirit and 
a kind and loving heart as 
Sister Este has modeled 
throughout my life. She 
has also been a wonder-
ful example to her church 
family of what it means to 
live a Christ-like life.”

—By JoSSette SooKie

a Virtuous woman turns 107

God Uses Child to lead dad to Baptism
Maran Walters Jr. is a 

student at William A.  
kirlew Junior Academy 
in Miami Gardens, Fla. 
His parents, members of 
the Baptist faith, made 
sacrifices to send him to 
Adventist church schools 
since pre-kindergarten. 
They were pleased with 
the quality of Christian 
education offered.

After each Week 
of Prayer service at the 
school, Maran Jr. would 
ask to be baptized, but 
his parents would answer, 
“No, you are too young.”

One Sabbath, Ma-
ran Sr. visited Maranatha 
Church. When an altar call 
was made, Maran Jr. asked 
his dad to go to the altar 
with him, but he refused.

During another visit to 
the church, an appeal was 
made. Again, Maran Jr. 
wanted to go to the altar 

and asked his dad to join 
him. This time, Maran Sr. 
felt the Holy Spirit tugging 
on his heart and he ac-
companied his son. A few 
weeks later, Maran Sr.  
was baptized.

While teachers strive 
to model Christ to students 
at William A. kirlew Junior 
Academy, it is their prayer 
that more students will 
lead their parents to Jesus.

—By vaLrey FranCiS Teacher Valrey Francis (left) spends one-on-one time with stu-
dent Maran Walters Jr. at William A. Kirlew Junior Academy.
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Maran Walters Sr. was bap-
tized, thanks to the efforts of 
his son, Maran Jr.
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Church Community outreach yields 12 Baptisms
Twelve people 

entered the waters 
of baptism at kress 
Memorial Church 
in Winter Park, 
Fla., at the conclu-
sion of a six-week 
evangelistic series 
held by lester 
Pratt, Florida Con-
ference evangelist. 
Each candidate 
was clearly brought 
to the congrega-
tion by a series of 
unique miracles.

Helen Wright 
lived across the 
street and began 
attending “Dinner 
at kress” on Wednesday 
evenings. Shortly after-
ward, she was joined by 
her children and grandchil-
dren, and it wasn’t long 
before they decided to 
attend church. Today, the 
family takes up two pews 
each Sabbath, and three of 
Helen’s grandchildren are 
attending school at Orlando 
Junior Academy.

Carmen Castro was 
originally a member of 
a church renting from 
kress Memorial on Sunday 
mornings. She slipped into 
her customary pew on a 
Saturday instead of 
Sunday one week, 
determined to 
find out what the 
seventh-day Sab-
bath was all about. 
After a few weeks, 
she joined a Sab-
bath School class 
and requested 
Bible studies. Her 
friend, José Can-
delario, joined her 

at church two weeks later, 
and they began earnestly 
studying the Bible. Within 
a month, José was reunited 
with his three teenage sons 
who enthusiastically em-
braced the opportunity to 
join their father at church. 
When the evangelistic cam-
paign began, Carmen, José, 
and his three boys attended 
every evening, and all five 
were baptized.

A few months before 
the meetings, Mauri Barnett 
and his girlfriend, kyla 
Riordan, became convicted 
of the Sabbath. They both 

began observing Sab-
bath along with kyla’s 
son and two daugh-
ters and Mauri’s son 
and daughter. After 
finding kress Memo-
rial’s online church 
service, they tuned 
in one Saturday to 
Pastor Eric Doran’s 
sermon on Sabbath 
observance.

“It’s like he was 
speaking directly to 
us,” said Mauri. “We 
changed our way of 
worshiping that very 
day. We started get-
ting out into nature, 
spending time with 

the children, and pointing 
out God’s hand in cre-
ation.”

After receiving a flyer 
in the mail, the two fami-
lies attended the evange-
listic series. The two eldest 
children were baptized, 
and they will be joined 
soon by Mauri and kyla 
who plan to marry.

Elizee Daniel and 
Judith Gopie also decided 
to marry as a result of their 
commitment to Christ. 
Elizee reconnected with his 
Adventist background and 
Judith was baptized. 

Aric Patrick discovered 
the meetings when he re-
ceived a flyer in the mail.

Raoul Campoverde, the 
brother of a church mem-
ber, had been taking Bible 
studies from Bible worker 
Mike Shellong.

liz Clifton heard about 
the scheduled baptism  
at the meetings from 
Shellong. Due to termi-
nal cancer plaguing her 
life with uncertainty, she 
earnestly requested permis-
sion to immediately join 
the baptismal group. Doran 
consented and Clifton 
was baptized on Sabbath 
evening. “This is the best 
decision I have ever made,” 
she said. “The water feels 
wonderful. I know I am in 
God’s hands. I can feel His 
peace all around me.”

The congregation was 
moved to tears and then 
broke into applause. She 
came out of the water with 
a glow of radiance, all 
thoughts of cancer held in 
abeyance for the moment, 
delighted to be sealed with 
God’s people.

Two months later, 
Doran performed Clifton’s 
funeral service, followed 
by a dinner provided by 

the kress Memo-
rial Church family. 
Her witness lives 
on through the 
spiritual interest 
of her daughters. 
Meanwhile, kress 
Memorial contin-
ues reaching out 
in the community 
with more baptisms 
planned.

—By Sandra doran

Ten of those baptized by Eric Doran, pastor 
(left), as a result of evangelistic meetings held at 
Kress Memorial Church, Winter Park, Fla., were 
Aric Patrick (back row, left), Matthew Riordan, 
Hayden Candelario, Pearse Candelario, José 
Candelario; Amanda Barnett (middle row), 
Helen Wright, Carmen Castro; Spencer Can-
delario (front row), and Judith Gopie. The two 
additional baptismal candidates are pictured 
below.

Raoul CampoverdeLiz Clifton
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Georgia-Cumberland News

two Survive, teachers’ home destroyed

GCa Students help tornado Victims

Wednesday, April 27, 
2011, is a day that I will 
remember for the rest of 
my life. It was nighttime, 
and I was upstairs playing 
a video game in our game 
room. I began to notice the 
lightning striking outside, 
but this lightning was dif-
ferent somehow, as it was 

striking non-stop. Think-
ing this was weird, I went 
down to the first floor to 
check the weather on the 
television, and saw that a 
warning had been posted 
until 9:15 p.m., in Bradley 
County. The lady who lives 
in our basement apartment 
was out of town, but had 

given us per-
mission to use 
her apartment, 
if necessary. It 
was nearing 9 
p.m., so I went 
upstairs to get 
Jason Shim, a 
korean student 
that lives with 
us, to go to the 
lower apart-
ment. About five 
minutes after 
reaching the 
lower apartment, 
the power went 
off. We noticed 
the wind pick-
ing up, so I told 
Jason we better 

go into the small laundry 
room in the center of the 
apartment. We crouched 
down, then in a matter of 
seconds the tornado struck 
directly into our house. 
The first and second stories 
collapsed, and the roof was 
hurled into the air. It was 

a frightening sound, but 
somehow we were okay, 
and saw what seemed to 
be a glimmer of light. We 
followed this, and were 
able to crawl out from the 
wreckage. Our house was 
leveled, but we were alive! 
We ran up to my grandpar-
ents, Gale and Eula-May 
Gabbert, who live in front 
of us, and found that their 
home had been struck, but 
they had also survived by 
climbing into their bath-
room. I know that God was 
with all of us, and that His 
Spirit guided us in follow-
ing a path to safety. I know 
that God kept us both alive 
for a reason, and we are 
anxious to find out what 
plan God has for our lives.

To see a video and 
interviews with other 
members, visit www.
southernunion.com.

 — By Brandon dorn, 
Senior, CoLLegedaLe 

 aCademy

Georgia-Cumberland 
Academy (GCA) sent 
groups to help with tor-
nado clean-up. Sunday, 
four days after a record 
outbreak of tornados 
devasted the south, a small 
group helped members of 
the Hamilton Community 
Church clear fallen trees 
off a house in East Ridge, 
Tenn.

The next day, a larger 
group, led by Greg Hud-
son, GCA chaplain, and 
Rick and Judy Cusick, GCA 
Church members, headed 
to Bartow County, Ga., 

just north of Cartersville, 
where a tornado struck a 
community. 

A church with a 
completely dam-
aged sanctuary had 
opened its fellow-
ship hall for a distri-
bution center. GCA 
students helped 
clean up the dam-
aged area, sorted 
donated items, and 
delivered food.

Other students 
cleared downed 
trees from the 
homes of individu-

als. “It was touching to see 
people so grateful for a 
simple meal,” said lauren 

Brackbill, GCA freshman. 
“Though their homes 
were destroyed, they were 

thankful to God to 
be alive.”

“I was most im-
pressed by working 
with Gilbert,” said 
Alex Brady, GCA 
sophomore. “He 
started working with 
a group of strangers, 
worked really hard, 
and helped us find 
people in need.”

—By greg hudSon

This was the home of Randy and Teresa Dorn, teachers at Learning Tree 
Elementary in Dalton, Ga. They live in McDonald, Tenn. Their son, Brandon, 
and an exchange student from Korea, Jason Shim, survived when a tornado 
struck their home, April 27, 2011.

GCA students Matthew Hauge, Daisy Munoz, 
Karla Aponte, and Caresse Hobdy work to clear 
debris from the recent tornadoes that came 
through Bartow County, Ga.

www.southernunion.com
www.southernunion.com
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Gulf States News

Conference appoints health Ministries director

Christopher Barr

Columbia women “Plant the Seed”
The Columbia, Miss., 

Church women’s ministries 
hosted a spring women’s 
program entitled, “Plant 
the Seed,” on Sunday, 

March 20, 2011. 
The women began 

with prayer and a game, 
followed by salads, snacks, 
and drinks. 

 The 
program 
was on 
the Great 
Commis-
sion and 
Planting 
the Seed. 
Attend-
ees were 
given a 
booklet 

that began with a summary 
of The Divine Example. 
That was followed by, 
“What Can I Do?” and 
“Here Am I, Send Me,” 
which consisted of 39 
ways to meet the needs 
of others around you and 
show you care. “The Mis-
sion:  Focus on Outreach,” 
was Isaiah 61:1-3. There 
were 49 ideas for churches 
and small groups, followed 
by seven things to test if 
an idea that comes into 
your mind is from God. 
The back page was Mat-

thew 13:37-43, explaining 
the good seed, the tares, 
and the harvest. 

After the program, 
door prizes were given, 
and each woman also re-
ceived a potted plant and 
a seed packet of cucum-
bers or tomatoes. Flyers 
for the church’s upcoming 
prophecy seminar were 
available to each person. 

The women who at-
tended were from three dif-
ferent denominations, and 
one unchurched family. 

—By Lynne PoWeLL

The Conference re-
cently invited Christopher 
Barr, pastor of the Hunts-
ville, Ala., Central Church, 
to serve as director for the 
Health Ministries Depart-
ment. Barr and his wife, 
Valarie, have been in 
the pastoral ministry for 
24 years in a number of 
interesting and different 
places, including six years 
in Ireland, eight years in 
Iowa/Missouri, four years 
in Montana, and the last 
six years in the Gulf States 
Conference. 

The Barrs’ pastoral 
ministry has always had 
a strong health emphasis. 
By conducting whole-food 
cooking schools, natural 
remedy workshops, and 
health seminars, they 
have tried to encourage 
church members as well 
as individuals in the com-
munity to practice health-
ful lifestyle choices. The 
opportunity to dramatically 
expand this side of their 

ministry came 
just three years 
ago when the 
church was 
awarded grant 
funding from 
Florida Hospi-
tal to develop 
a church-based 
health ministry, 
reaching out 
to the commu-
nity. 

last year, 
two fulltime 
health workers from the 
Huntsville Church con-
ducted 18 community 
health seminars. As their 
grant-based program was 
drawing to a close, they 
appraised which programs  
had been the most suc-
cessful during the past 
three years. While in this 
process, Florida Hospital 
informed the church that 
they were looking at other 
ways they could help more 
churches become involved 
in community health initia-

tives. They had 
recently devel-
oped a com-
munity health 
program called 
CREATION 
Health. 

“CRE-
ATION Health 
is about well-
ness, and well-
ness is more 
than health or 
the absence of 
disease. Well-

ness is being mentally fit, 
physically healthy, spiritu-
ally vital, and socially con-
nected,” explains Barr.

He goes on to explain 
that in the Bible’s Creation 
story, you find eight sim-
ple strategies for enjoying 
and sustaining optimum 
whole person health. 

Due in part to Barr’s 
previously established 
working relationship, he 
was able to negotiate 
an opportunity for the 
Gulf States Conference 

to be involved in a pilot 
program for CREATION 
Health. Fifteen pastors in 
the Conference have been 
approved for grant funding 
in this pilot project. This 
funding will assist with 
purchasing the CREATION 
Health package, supplies, 
and advertising. Churches 
without grant funding can 
still participate in this ex-
cellent program. 

Training sessions are 
being held around the 
Conference for those who 
desire to conduct a CRE-
ATION Health seminar. 
Members and friends can 
participate in a complete 
CREATION Health pro-
gram at this year’s camp 
meeting. During this time, 
there will be an opportu-
nity to be trained as a pro-
gram director/facilitator.

—By reBeCCa griCe

Each woman received a potted plant and a seed 
packet.
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Mission trip to india yields 13 Baptisms 

Wilburn Caver (left), Rosa 
Lithicome, and Elbert James 
just recently returned from 
a mission trip to India.

Elbert James, Crest-
view, Fla., Church mem-
ber, has completed his 
eleventh mission journey 
to southern India (Madras). 
Rosalee lithicome, also a 
Crestview Church member, 
and Wilburn Caver, from 
the Washington Confer-
ence, joined James on the 
trip. Three others from 
Washington state were 
scheduled to join the 
mission team, but had to 
cancel when bad weather 
caused them to miss their 

connecting 
flight from 
Memphis, 
Tenn., to 
Pensacola, 
Fla. In spite 
of appeals to 
the airline, 
the three lost 
$2,500 on the 
cost of their 
tickets.

Once 
in Southern 
India, the remaining team 
held meetings outside 

under a tent 
for 10 nights.  
Each night 
inidividuals 
came, ea-
ger to hear 
the Word of 
God. Carver 
preached for 
the meetings, 
James pro-
vided special 
music and 
preached at 

other locations, and lithi-
come took charge of the 

children’s program along 
with help from the school 
teachers. From 75 to 100 
children attended each 
night.

At the completion of 
the meetings, the pastor 
gave an altar call, and 13 
inidividuals came forward 
to be baptized. Another 50 
converts are still studying 
with the Bible workers.

—By reBeCCa griCe

Bass Students receive disaster response training
“The greatest amount 

of people in the shortest 
amount of time.” That was 
the motto for the CERT 
disaster training program, 
sponsored by ACTS World 
Relief, that Bass Memorial 
Academy (BMA) and other 
Southern Union schools 
were invited to attend. 
“For two days the students 
learned what to do in a 
disaster by interacting with 
other schools, putting on 
fake wounds, and being a 
part of an actual reenact-
ment,” explains Stephanie 
Rivas, a student at BMA. 

On the first day, stu-
dents went through a series 
of classes. They discovered 
how to help themselves and 
others deal with the stress 
of a disaster, and how to 
save lives. Students enjoyed 
choosing from a variety of 
classes. “My favorite class 
was the fire unit where they 
taught us how to have the 
proper fire extinguisher for 
each fire, and how to use 
each of them,” said Heather 

Caler, BMA sopho-
more.

Students decided 
what class to go to 
next, when suddenly 
they heard scream-
ing. A leader yelled, 
“There’s been a ter-
rible accident in the 
back of the building. 
I need your help.” 
That’s when a swarm 
of students ran to a very 
chaotic scene. Wounded 
people were everywhere. 
Bodies lay on the floor, and 
other people screamed for 
help. Through this exercise, 
the students demonstrated 
what they had learned from 
their classes. “We were 
supposed to know what 
to do,” says Rivas, “but I, 
with about 30 other kids, 
would have been killed 
by a live electrical wire 
that we walked over.” In 
the end, more individuals 
would have been killed 
than saved. Next, the 
students went over their 
mistakes with the instruc-

tors, while learning what to 
do the next time. “We were 
determined to be ready for 
our next exercise,” Rivas ex-
plains. “And they were. The 
students were a lot more 
organized and, had it been 
a real event, they would 
have saved a lot of lives.” 
At the end of the course, 
the attendees were given a 
written test. All of the stu-
dents from BMA passed and 
received certification.

Another learning 
experience occurred on 
Thursday when students, 
including four from BMA, 
had moulage’s (the art of 
applying mock injuries) 
placed on them. With real 

looking gashes, bro-
ken bones, or small 
cuts, the trainees were 
loaded onto a bus and 
rushed to Arnold Palm-
er Hospital for Children. 
The students were 
nervous, not know-
ing what was going to 
happen. A nurse came 
to see who needed im-
mediate attention first. 

“Then it all happened. 
Some people were put in 
ambulances; others were 
taken to the Emergency 
Room, the operating room, 
or just regular hospital 
rooms. It took about three 
hours until it was officially 
done, and we all came back 
with crazy stories of our 
fun experience,” Rivas says. 
She concludes, “The CERT 
training was a really great 
experience that will help us 
tremendously in the future. 
Bass is very thankful that it 
got invited to be a part of 
this experience.” 

—By StePhanie rivaS

Students reenact during disaster training.
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After 24 hours 
of airports and 
plane rides, Madi-
son Academy’s 
Global Mission 
group arrived in 
Manaus, Brazil, only 
to have another 
four-hour taxi ride 
and 20-hour boat 
ride down the Ama-
zon River to look 
forward to. The 
Amazon became 
bathwater, dish-
water, and an extremely 
wide, yet open, sewage 
line for the 18 volunteers 
who included 12 students, 
three staff, and three 
alumni. Hammocks were 
strung across the top level 
of the boat and personal 
privacy was something to 
be longed for the entire 
trip. For the next 10 days 
the group lived on and in 
the Amazon River.  

Each morning as we 
climbed out of our ham-
mocks, we were met with 
the river dolphins jump-
ing and dancing around 
the boat. The river and 
jungle surrounded us as 
far as the eye could see. It 
would be a four-hour boat 

ride to stores or hospitals, 
and communication with 
the outside world was 
unheard of from our boat. 
We were there to share 
the love of Jesus with this 
village, Coata. We didn’t 
need stores or the outside 
world, just the joy that 
comes from knowing our 
Savior.

Our goal was to lay 
the foundation, put up the 
main support beams, and 
lay the brick wall around 
three sides of the new 
Adventist church we were 
to build. The roof and the 
front of the building would 
need to be finished when 
more supplies and skilled 
laborers were available. 

This sounded 
like a task 
that we could 
complete in 
the six days 
we were at 
Coata. What 
we did not 
take into ac-
count were 
the tools 
we were to 
work with. 
They were all 
handmade, 

and most were broken or 
on the verge of breaking. 
There was a total of two 
trowels, five hoes, half a 
shovel, and two post-hole 
diggers. We laid most of 
the bricks using only our 
hands, and mixed the 
cement with a couple of 
hoes. To say that the tools 
and equipment on the job 
site were inadequate is an 
understatement.

We not only finished 
our part of the church 
building, but we also 
had a successful week of 
Vacation Bible School, 
seeing more than 30 of the 
children from the village 
each day. In spite of the 
language barrier, we made 

so many relationships 
with the children and their 
parents during this time. 
We quickly realized that 
the only toys these chil-
dren had were the toys 
and crafts they made and 
received during Vaca-
tion Bible School. These 
people were starved for 
attention and our students 
were quick to give it to 
them.  

What a blessing this 
trip was to our students 
and to the people of 
Coata. One of the church 
members in the village 
was visibly sad to see our 
group leave on the last 
day and said, “We want 
to thank your group for 
all they have done. your 
group is so joyful and you 
are leaving that joy in our 
village!” We realized that 
although we are thou-
sands of miles apart, on 
the opposite sides of the 
spectrum when it comes to 
economic and technologi-
cal ways of life, we can all 
have the same joy that 
comes from Jesus Christ, 
our lord and Savior. 

—By andreW JamieSon

Pam Gatling (center) walks the plank.

Students make crafts with the local children at 
Vacation Bible School.

Madison academy leaves Joy in the amazon

Andrew Jamieson (center) and crew 
build the church.

David Denton and Coleen Moralde mix 
the cement by hand.
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ChiP Fights diabetes at Vanderbilt University
Winter of 

2011 brought 
with it another 
Coronary Health 
Improvement 
Project (CHIP) 
to Nashville, 
Tenn. This 
CHIP program 
was unique in 
that it is a pilot 
study sponsored 
by the Vander-
bilt Employee 
Health Plan 
as part of its 
Health and 
Wellbeing Initiative. Ad-
ditionally, several Vander-
bilt professionals also 
provided input in their 
areas of expertise “Should 
we find success with our 
outcomes (improved costs 
and health), we hope to 
make CHIP a part of our 
standard benefits pack-
age,” explains Dexter Shur-
ney, M.D., M.B.A., M.P.H., 
medical director for the 
Vanderbilt Employee 
Health Plan, and member 
of Nashville First Church.

Among the experien-
tial opportunities, partici-
pants had to learn about 
healthy living. Each eve-
ning session started with 
a mouthwatering healthy 
meal. Every recipe served 
was from The Optimal 
Diet, The Official CHIP 
Cookbook, by Darlene 
Blaney, M.Sc., N.C.P., 
and Hans Diehl, DrH.Sc., 
M.P.H.

Each participant was 
given several books, 
including a cookbook, 
workbook, syllabus, and a 
pedometer. Topics includ-

Amy Williams says, “The CHIP program 
has helped me get my diabetes under ex-
cellent control, and I have also lost about 
10 pounds, and look forward to continued 
weight loss and getting off my diabetes 
meds.”

Tom Kush says, “I never dreamt I could eat 
as much as I want and still have the pounds 
fall off. I have more energy and feel alert, and 
ready to do anything. My wife and adult chil-
dren are proud of me.

ed diet, exercise, obesity, 
stress management, and 
sleep (a new risk factor in 
diabetes). Biometrics and 
lab work were taken when 
the program began, par-
ticipants monitored their 
insulin levels in partner-
ship with their physicians 
throughout, and biometrics 
and lab work were re-
peated when the program 
concluded. 

The “Standard Ameri-

can Diet” (SAD) has 
been detrimental to 
health, and for those 
whom the idea of a 
plant-based diet was 
new, the information 
and research findings 
were stunning. Par-
ticipants learned that 
many Western diseases, 
including coronary artery 
disease, diabetes, high 
blood pressure, 
and elevated 
cholesterol can 
probably be 
prevented and 

possibly reversed 
by following the 
healthy lifestyle 
outlined by 
CHIP.  

Each par-
ticipant was 
encouraged to 
keep track of the 
time they spent 
in daily exercise, 
and an award 
was given on the 
final evening to 
the person having spent 
the most time exercising. 
Other awards were given 
throughout the program. 
In the beginning, the first 
few who were willing 
to speak out about their 
successes and challenges 
were given awards, usually 
a new type of healthy food 
or a health related book. 

Since this was a sci-
entific study, the follow-
up for the participants 
will vary. One-half were 
randomly selected to 
meet with a health coach 
weekly for the next year. 
All will continue to have 
lab work, providing ongo-

ing data for the outcomes 
of the study. Addition-
ally, all participants have 
been invited to join the 
Nashville CHIP alumni 
group, sponsored by the 
International Council for 
Corporate Health (www.
icch.us), which meets 
monthly and provides a 
variety of speakers, videos, 
dining experiences, and 

lots of personal experi-
ence regarding successes 
and challenges. “CHIP is 
a well established life-
style program, backed by 
research and supported by 
a network of CHIP alumni 
graduates,” says Juliet 
Santos, M.S.N., C.C.R.N., 
F.N.P.-B.C., president of 
the International Coun-
cil for Corporate Health. 
“Anyone can have posi-
tive health effects even if 
they implement just a few 
of the CHIP principles in 
baby steps,” Santos adds. 

—By Sue PhiLLiPS

Juliet Santos is the founder 
and president of International 
Council for Corporate Health 
and a member of the Nashville 
First Church, Nashville, Tenn.

www.icch.us
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Rebecca Davis 
was installed as 
an assistant pastor 
at Atlanta-Berean 
Church in Atlanta, 
Ga., on April 16, 
2011. Davis is a 
native of lexing-
ton, ky. She and 
her siblings moved 
to louisville, ky., 
when she was a 
freshman in high 
school, and it was 
at this time that 
she became a Sev-
enth-day Adventist 
Christian. 

After complet-
ing high school 
she attended Oak-
wood University, 
Huntsville, Ala., 
where she fulfilled 
the requirements 
for a bachelor of 

arts degree in min-
isterial theology 
in 2004. She went 
on to Andrews 
University Sev-
enth-day Adventist 
Theological Semi-
nary in Berrien 
Springs, Mich., 
where she com-
pleted a master of 
divinity degree in 
August 2007.

Since that 
time, she has 
become a wife 
and mother. Davis 
married Justin Da-
vis in July of 2008. 
In July of 2009 she 
gave birth to their 
son, Justin Z. Da-
vis II. Since then, 
Davis has served 
as an In-reach 
chaplain, teacher, 

and most recently, director 
for campus ministries at 
Oaklands Park Church in 
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Davis joins the Atanta-
Berean pastoral staff with 
Carlton P. Byrd, D.Min., 
senior pastor; John T. 
Boston II, associate pastor; 
and James k. lamb Jr., as-
sistant pastor. linwood C. 
Stone, who fomerly was an 
associate pastor at Atlanta-
Berean will serve as the 
senior pastor at New Hope 
Church in Ellenwood, Ga.

—By JameS K. LamB

hairstons Celebrate 61 years of Marriage

Rebecca Davis is installed as a new member of 
the Atlanta-Berean pastoral staff, as her husband, 
Justin Davis Sr., participates in the reading of the 
litany.

Former South Atlantic 
president, Ralph Hairston, 
and his wife, katherine, 
celebrated their 61st wed-
ding anniversary in Febru-
ary in Atlanta, Ga. 

The Hairstons met at 
a Baptist picnic in Atlanta, 
and it was love at first 
sight. He became a Sev-
enth-day Adventist in 1946 
in los Angeles, Calif., after 
spending three years in the 
military serving in World 
War II. katherine became a 
member in 1948 in Atlanta, 
Ga.

After two years at Oak-
wood University (formerly 
Oakwood College), Hunts-
ville, Ala., they married 
on February 14, 1949, at 

Atlanta-Berean Church in 
Atlanta. later they returned 
to Oakwood where he 
graduated in 1951. 

Their ministry has 
carried them to the states 
of Georgia, South Caro-
lina, North Carolina, and 
Florida, where he pastored 
18 churches. Hairston was 
elected executive secretary 
of the South Atlantic Con-
ference in 1972, and served 
as director of stewardship, 
trust services, and inner 
city. He served as president 
of South Atlantic from 1978 
until 1988. 

Hairston retired in 
1991. They celebrated their 
anniversary with their five 
children, Ralph Jr., Antho-

ny, Angelia, 
Teresa, and 
Derrick; 10 
grandchil-
dren; and 11 
great-grand-
children.   

Hair-
ston pastors 
part time at 
Mount Sinai 
Church in 
Thomaston, 
Ga., and 
resides with 
his wife in 
Atlanta.

—By tereSa 
hairSton

rebecca davis Joins atlanta-Berean Pastoral Staff

Ralph and Katherine Hairston. Hairston is 
retired but still serves as a pastor on a part-time 
basis.
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Carolina adventist academy hosts education rally day
Carolina Adventist 

Academy (CAA), White-
ville, N.C., was the host 
school for the South At-
lantic Carolina Education 
Rally Day on March 12, 
2011. Five schools partici-
pated.

David Smith of Savan-
nah, Ga., led out in an 
inspirational group lesson 
geared for youth. After-
wards, special music 
was given by several of 
the students, including 
Jessica Daniels and Eze-
kiel Strayhorn of CAA. 
A skit entitled, “Who is 
Jesus?” was presented 
by CAA youth, and 
CAA’s own ‘Men of 
Honor’ presented praise 
singing and made Sab-
bath School come alive.

The personal 

ministries period was 
facilitated by Sheridan 
Albert, principal of Ramah 
Junior Academy, Savan-
nah, Ga. Each school gave 
a synopsis of how they 
were reaching out into 
their communities. The 
activities were numerous 
and included working at 
a crisis center, food drives 
to give out free food to 

local communities, giving 
out care bags to the less 
fortunate, helping local 
church community servic-
es and Pathfinder clubs, 
singing at nursing homes, 
singing and sharing at 
local Sunday churches, 
and student-led Weeks of 
Prayer.

For divine worship, 
the spoken word came 

from the students them-
selves, speaking on the 
theme, “I’d Rather Have 
Jesus.” Each school pro-
vided special music and 
a student speaker. The 
student speakers includ-
ed Joshua Quaterman, 
Ramah Jr. Academy, 
Savannah; Aayda Ervin, 
Berean Jr. Academy, 
Charlotte, N.C.; James 
W. kenner Jr., V. J. 

Mendinghall Jr. Academy, 
Orangeburg, S.C.; ke-
marion Abraham, Jack J. 
Hanna Jr. Academy, Flor-
ence, S.C.; and Michael 
Taylor, Carolina Adventist 
Academy, Whiteville. A 
summary was given by 
Torrence Simmons, who 
teaches at CAA, and is 
a retired naval lt. Com-
mander of the U.S. Navy.

AyS and recreational 
activities concluded the 
day. Surely all were 
blessed to see what 
investing in Adventist 
Christian education can 
do for many children and 
the community.

—By CharLotte 
verrett, m.d.

wrens Members honor Community Guest

Pictured are local elders Henry Lewis (left) and Randy Bogan; 
honoree Phil Brown; Pamela and David Moore, M.D.; and 
Equilla and Ronald J. Wright Sr., pastor.

The Wrens, Ga., 
Church congregation 
held a community guest 
day program on Sabbath, 
March 26, 2011. 

The day started with 
a rousing Sabbath School 
program in honor of 13th 
Sabbath, which featured 
the lower division. The 
guest speaker for worship 
was David l. Moore, M.D., 
who serves as the health 
ministries director for the 
South Atlantic Conference.

Music for divine wor-
ship was presented by 
Randy Bogan, a member 
of First Augusta Church in 
Augusta, Ga. The hon-
oree for the day was Phil 
Brown, a native resident 
of Wrens, Ga. Brown was 

selected as an honoree 
because of his untiring 
involvement in commu-
nity programs, and his 
devotion to the youth of 
Wrens. He has also served 
as a former president of 
the local NAACP chapter, 
an advocate of the Boys 
Club, and mentor of young 
African-American males in 
his community. 

The church was filled 
to capacity as members of 
the community gathered to 
witness the award presen-
tation, and stayed to enjoy 
a fellowship lunch. The 
afternoon brought an in-
formative health emphasis 
seminar given by Moore. 
Eighteen months earlier, 
Moore and the health team 

of Wrens Church conduct-
ed an eight-week health 
evangelistic series that in-
cluded free nightly health 

screenings, and culminated 
with a church baptism.

—By Betty e. JameS 

Nearly 400 individuals were present 
to witness the students involved in 
every aspect of the program.
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The tornado came 
through between 3 and 4 
a.m. on April 27, 2011, and 
lasted minutes. Tornado 
survivor Nancy lawson is 
a member of the Harvest, 
Ala., Church. About 90 per-
cent of her neighborhood 
was destroyed. She heard 
the storm come to her 
house and go. She said it 
sounded like a huge wash-

ing machine breaking up 
everything. The only walls 
on her house left standing 
are the walls surrounding 
her bathroom where she 
was covered by a mat-
tress and pillows — God is 
good! “I laid down in the 
bathtub and covered myself 
with a mattress and pil-
lows.… I did pray and take 
peeks to see what was go-

ing on. Then, I saw the sky 
outside. The lord saved my 
life and I am truly grateful,” 
said lawson.

Around the corner 
from lawson is her grand-
son Ronald lemons’ home. 
His home was hit with the 
total impact of the tor-
nado. Nothing was left but 
debris. lemons’ two-year-
old son was being held 

by his brother-in-law. The 
tornado snatched the two-
year-old out of the uncle’s 
arms — the child survived 
with a scratch. God spared 
lawson, her family, and 
neighbors.

lawson amazingly had 
put photos of her home 
and property in her car 
before the tornado hit.

tornado destroys Members’ homes, Property

Nancy Lawson stands next to her car damaged by the tornado.

Bathroom before Bathroom after

Ronald Lemons’ (Lawson’s grandson) home was totally destroyed 
by the tornado.

Nancy Lawson Lawson’s home before the tornado destroyed it
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Kitchen before

Hall before

Kitchen after

Hall afterBathroom after
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tornado disaster areas in tuscaloosa, ala. 
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FeMa warehouse in huntsville, ala. 

Robert Spencer, ACS Warehouse facilitator
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A Florida A & M University nursing student 
administers a health screening to one of  
more than 1,500 individuals who attended 
the Maranatha Annual Health Fair.

Maranatha’s annual health, Fitness Fair a Big hit

Perrine Member Conducts Sharehim Crusade

More than 1,500 
people gathered at 
the north Florida Fair-
grounds on Sunday, 
April 10, 2011, for 
the second annual 
Southside Community 
Health Fair, spon-
sored by Tallahassee 
Maranatha Church. 

This year, profes-
sional football player 
Ernie Sims and his 
Big HITS Foundation 
(Helping to Instill Tools for 
Success), joined Maranatha 
as a co-sponsor.

A major contributor 
to the fair was the Florida 
A&M Univeristy (FAMU) 
chapter of Health and Edu-
cational Relief for Guyana 
(HERG), a volunteer orga-
nization that provides local 
and international service 
opportunities for students 
of all majors.

 The fair was com-
posed of more than 70 ven-
dors who provided a pleth-

ora of free services and 
goodies from noon to 5 
p.m., for the medically and 
financially disenfranchised. 
However, this year’s focus 
was especially on seniors, 
youth, and children.

“This community health 
fair is a direct result of the 
outreach and in-reach pillar 
ministries of our church,” 
said Willie l. Taylor, pastor 
of Maranatha. 

The collaboration re-
quired to successfully plan 
and implement such a huge 
fair was born from the Joint 

leadership Initiative, 
which was developed 
and promoted by 
Taylor. “Joint leader-
ship is a means to 
empower the church 
ministries to support 
each other, and to 
serve the community 
in a big way,” Taylor 
added.

A variety of criti-
cal health screenings 
were offered through-

out the day at the fair, 
including  HIV, diabetes, 
cholesterol levels, high 
blood pressure, and vision 
and dental screenings. The 
leon County Mobile Health 
Unit, managed by kathy 
lewis, was also on site.

“I expected to have a 
full and fruitful day with 
everything we offered, and 
the lord did not disap-
point,” said James l. James, 
head fair coordinator and 
Out-reach Pillar Ministries 
leader. “We must have 

touched more than 1,500 
souls today.”

 Other activities in-
cluded free food and cloth-
ing distributions, as well as 
a complete vegetarian meal 
served during the event. 

Children and youth 
enjoyed the rock climb-
ing wall provided by the 
U.S. Army. But, most of 
their time was spent in 
the Moon Walk and the 
Bounce House. 

“Southside youth are 
more at risk, so we are try-
ing to give them an alterna-
tive,” said James. “We want 
them to know we are here 
for them.”

“People were im-
pressed that we had qual-
ity music and that it was 
indeed a real health fair,” 
said Natalia Word, project 
manager and assistant coor-
dinator of the fair. 

—By WiLLiemae PeterKin 
muSgray

“We are at the cross ... 
Jesus wants your heart. He 
already knows it, so He gets 
intimate with you.”  

So began the ShareHim 
evangelistic meetings at Per-
rine Church in Miami, Fla., 
January 7-30, 2011. 

This 15-day experience 
was a spiritual, energizing, 
and uplifting moment for all 
who listened to the inspir-
ing words night after night, 
as spoken by Tshai Bailey, 
M.D., personal ministries 
director at Perrine.

To prepare for the 
crusade, each member pre-

pared a list of individuals 
they wanted to see saved 
in God’s kingdom. These 
names were prayed over 
and visits were made to 
encourage them to attend 
the meetings. 

Perrine conducted sev-
eral activities that fostered 
friendships with these 
individuals, and included a 
40-day fasting and pray-
ing campaign, and flyer 
and pamphlet distribution 
in neighboring areas of 
Perrine. 

Bailey expounded 
carefully, night after night, 

on the love of Jesus. She 
explained that He is per-
sonally involved in our 
lives, and His heart propels 

toward us daily. 
“How marvelous is 

God’s love,” said one visi-
tor. 

At the end of the cam-
paign, five individuals were 
baptized, each with the firm 
determination to love Jesus 
and follow Him all the way.  

Another evangelistic 
campaign is planned for 
April 7 to May 14, 2011. 
It will be conducted by 
Antwoyn Mells, pastor of 
Perrine. For details about 
ShareHim, visit http://www.
sharehim.org.

—By miLLiCent tayLor

Antwon Mells, pastor of Per-
rine Church, baptizes a son 
and mother at the conclusion 
of the ShareHim crusade.

http://www.sharehim.org
http://www.sharehim.org
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Southeastern News

 More than 45 kin-
dergarten to eighth grade 
students competed in the 
Southeastern Conference 
Annual Conference-wide 
Science Fair, on April 17, 
2011, at the Orlando Sci-
ence Center in Orlando, 
Fla. 

There were five catego-
ries based on grade levels: 
kindergarten, 1st and 2nd, 
3rd and 4th, 5th and 6th, 
and 7th and 8th. Each 

Southeastern school held a 
science fair locally and sent 
their first place winners to 
compete on the Conference 
level. 

When asked why he 
sponsors all his students 
to attend the competition, 
Edson Jarvis, principal of 
Mt. Calvary Jr. Academy in 
Tampa, Fla., says, “I want 
to give our students an 
opportunity to exhibit their 
talents, see science on a 

larger scale, experi-
ence what other 
children are doing 
academically, and 
generate more 
interest in the field 
of science.”

When students 
are allowed to ask 
a question, design 
an experiment, and 
interpret results, 
they understand 
the role science 
plays in investiga-

tion and inven-
tion. 

Brain re-
search shows that 
students learn 
better when they 
solve real-life 
problems as op-
posed to being 
drilled on bits of 
information. 

“By allow-
ing our students 
to learn and 
celebrate science 
together, we 
break barriers 
and allow stu-
dents to become 
champions in 
science,” said 
one educator.

After the 
judging, students explored 
one of America’s top 
hands-on science centers. 

Before the winners 
were announced, suspense 
was created with a perfor-

mance from the “kaboom! 
Science Show.”

First place winners re-
ceived a trophy and white 
lab coat with a nameplate 
that read, “Future Scientist.” 

—By t. trina BoWden

Southeastern Conducts annual Science Competition

Mt. Zion Celebrates 30th anniversary
Approximately 300 in-

dividuals gathered for the 
30th anniversary celebra-
tion of Mt. Zion Church in 
kissimmee, Fla., on March 
19, 2011. In attendance 
were former pastors Roy 
Parham and Tony Taylor; 
J. Mair, wife of the late 
Cleveland Mair, first of-
ficial pastor of Mt. Zion; 
and founding members 
Ruby Alexander and the 
Caseys.

As Parham reminisced 
of the early days, he 
shared that all the mem-
bers of Mt. Zion were able 
to fit into the car of one of 

the church’s elders. Today, 
Mt. Zion has a much larger 
membership.

Awards and gifts of ap-
preciation were given out 
to long-standing members 
and officers of Mt. Zion. 
Among the recipients was 
Michael Clarke, the lon-
gest serving elder and first 
elder for 18 years.

Worship during the 
event began on Friday 
evening with a stirring 
message from Taylor. This 
was followed with an ur-
gent plea from Parham to 
“Stay in the Fire.” Satur-
day afternoon presented 

a panel discussion 
and inspiring con-
cert as all “looked 
Back While Moving 
Forward.” The pro-
gram, moderated by 
Sandra Chiddick, in-
cluded Tony Taylor 
and Maxwell Berkel, 
current pastor of Mt. 
Zion, who refocused 
the members sights 
on their mission: 
“The Gospel to all 
the world, beginning with 
our community.” 

The weekend activities 
concluded with a banquet 
on Sunday. A quick peek 

into the church’s history 
shows that Mt. Zion “gave 
birth” to the Poinciana 
Church, and more recently, 
the South lake Church.

—By edna FranCoiS

First place winners of the Annual South-
eastern Conference Science Fair: Kinder-
garten - Dario Scully, Perrine SDA School, 
“Soak it Up”; 1st and 2nd Grade - Farrah 
Murray, Mt. Olivet SDA School, “Which 
Fabric Will Stay the Cleanest?”; 3rd and 
4th Grade - Szymon Taylor, Perrine SDA 
School, “Don’t Cry Over Spilled Oil”; 5th 
and 6th Grade - Jarod McCulloug, Perrine 
SDA School, “Hyped Up On Sports Drinks”; 
7th and 8th Grade - Trevor Dollar, Miami 
Union Academy, “CO2 on the Move!”

A science fair contestant explains his project 
to one of the judges during the Southeastern 
Conference Science Fair in April.

Mt. Zion honors former pastor Roy 
Parham, and his wife, Betty, for their 
dedicated service to Mt. Zion. Parham 
was the second pastor of Mt. Zion 
Church.
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With no children of their own, Richard and Norma Jean Swayer, members of the Florida
Conference, have a desire to help Adventist youth who can’t afford a Christian education.

They created an endowment in their estate plan that will assist needy students in obtaining an
Adventist education. Someday, these students could become the future leaders of our church.

You too can have your values live on. Contact your local conference or university’s Planned
Giving and Trust Services representative today and ask how you can fund an endowment.

                                                                                                To read more about the Swayer’s, go to www.susdagift.org and click on on their story.

Southern Adventist University: Carolyn Liers, 423-236-2818
Southeastern: David Long, 352-735-3142
South Central: Michael Harpe, 615-226-6500
South Atlantic: Lawrence Hamilton, 404-792-0535
Oakwood University: Fred Pullins, 256-726-8278
Kentucky-Tennessee: Lin Powell, 615-859-1391

Gulf States: Rick Hutchinson, 334-272-7493
Georgia-Cumberland: Mitch Hazekamp, 706-629-7951
Florida: Jose LeGrand, 407-644-5000
Carolina: Ken Ford, 704-596-3200

www.susdagift.org
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redefining
ministry in

    80+ languages

t r a v e l i n g  w h e r e 
m i s s i o n a r i e s  c a n n o t  g o

www.awr.org/listen

12501 Old COlumbia Pike · Silver SPring, md 20904
800-337-4297    @awrweb    facebook.com/awrweb

Search our 
programs by 

language and 
topic, then 

instantly listen  
to uplifting 

messages of 
God’s love.

Advent Home Learning Center
900 County Road 950, Calhoun, TN 37309

Tel:  423-336-5052, E-mail:  info@adventhome.org
www.adventhome.org

Established in 1985

We provide...
Residential Care, Counseling 

Remedial Schooling and
Peace of Mind

Send us your ADHD Boys!
Ages 12 - 18

Southern Tidings
  delivered by e-mail

Be Green

Read more and subscribe at
      www.SouthernUnion.com/Green

Receiving your Southern Tidings 
      by e-mail is environmentally friendly

www.awr.org/listen
www.adventhome.org
www.southernunion.com/green
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Featured General Session Speakers:

Mark Finley
Assistant to the President 
General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists 

James L. Black, Sr.
Director 
Youth & Young 
Adult Ministries 
North American Division 

Frank Bondurant
Vice President 
Columbia Union Conference 

Carol Barron
Adult Ministries
North American Division

Sung Kwon
National Executive Director 
Community Services 
North American Division

José Rojas 
Director 
Office of Volunteer Ministries 
North American Division

Carlton Byrd
Senior Pastor 
Berean Seventh-day 
Adventist Church 
Atlanta, Georgia

h t t p : / / f e s t i v a l o f t h e l a i t y . c o m  •  General Festival Information - 301.680.6430

50+ Seminar tracks which include 
every ministry sponsored by NAD!
For a complete seminar listing visit festivalofthelaity.com

$199 
Register Now!

http://festivalofthelaity.com

before 
July 26\, 2011

Participants Will Receive:
• 50 Ministry Training Seminar Tracks 

(6 sessions per track)  

• 8 Dynamic General Sessions
• Data DVD with PowerPoint handouts

from all Seminars
• 6 Meals 

Hotel reservations must be made separately.
Visit http://festivalofthelaity.com for details.

Reserve your room today!

Featuring BaptismsAt Every Evening
Session!

Ted N. C.
Wilson
President 
General
Conference of
Seventh-day
Adventists 

Daniel R.
Jackson
President 
North American
Division of
Seventh-day
Adventists 

ad half page_WITH PICTURES  2/1/11  4:48 PM  Page 1
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The South Atlantic Conference Session

Notice is hereby given that the 24th regular Session of the South Atlantic Conference of Seventh-day Adventists will be held at 
the River Oaks Praise & Worship Center, in Orangeburg, South Carolina, Sunday, September 11, 2011. This Session is called 
for the purpose of electing officers for the ensuing quinquenium and for transacting all other business which may properly come 
before the Session. The first meeting of the Conference Session is called for 9:00 a.m. The Organizing Committee will meet 
Saturday night, September 10, 2011, at 8:00 p.m. Delegates will be seated per Conference Bylaws. 

Vanard Mendinghall, President
William L. Winston, Executive Secretary
Larry E. Johnson, Treasurer

The South Atlantic Conference
Association of Seventh-day Adventists, Inc.

Notice is hereby given that the 24th regular Session of the South Atlantic Conference Association of Seventh-day Adventists, a 
corporation, is called to meet at the River Oaks Praise & Worship Center, in Orangeburg, South Carolina, Sunday, September 
11, 2011, 9:00 am. The Organizing Committee will meet Saturday night, September 10, 2011, at 8:00 p.m. Duly elected del-
egates to the South Atlantic Conference Session serve as the constituency of the corporation.

Vanard Mendinghall, President
William L. Winston, Executive Secretary
Larry E. Johnson, Treasurer

Legal Notices

The South Central Conference Session

Notice is hereby given that the rescheduled 24th regular session of the South Central Conference of Seventh-day Adventists will 
be held in Huntsville, Alabama, Sunday, June 26, 2011, at 9:30 a.m. The Organizing Committee will meet on Saturday night, 
June 25, 2011, at 8:00 p.m.  This constituency session is called for the purpose of electing officers for the ensuing term and for 
transacting any other business that may properly come before the session.  Each church in the conference is entitled to one (1) 
delegate for the church and one additional delegate for each 25 members or major fraction thereof.  For the Organizing Com-
mittee, each church is entitled to one representative for the church and one additional representative for each full 500 members.  
The total number of representatives on the Organizing Committee is 156 and the quorum is 104.  

Dana C. Edmond, President
Auldwin T. Humphrey, Secretary
Philip G. Palmer, Treasurer

The South Central Conference 
Association of Seventh-day Adventists, Inc.

Notice is hereby given that the rescheduled 24th regular session of the South Central Conference Association of Seventh-day 
Adventists, a corporation, is called to meet in Huntsville, Alabama, Sunday, June 26, 2011.  The delegates to the South Central 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists are the constituency of the corporation.

Dana C. Edmond, President
Auldwin T. Humphrey, Secretary
Philip G. Palmer, Treasurer
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A d v e r t i s e m e n t s
trails. our licensed home offers private rooms, 
vegetarian meals, Sda tv, activities and 
transportation to church, dr appointments and 
shopping. now available new independent 
living patio homes; monthly rental agreement. 
Contact rn administrator Laura morrison. 423-
775-7658 or e-mail quietoaks@comcast.net. 
view our website at quietoak.com.  [6]

SUMMIT RIDGE RETIREMENT VILLAGE is a 
place where you can live independently in your 
own home. Lawn mowing and maintenance 
provided. Church and nursing home on 
grounds. make friends with adventist neighbors, 
and enjoy the low cost of living in the oklahoma 
countryside. Call Bill norman, 405-454-6538. 
Website: www.summit-ridge-village.org.  ©

OOLTEWAH/COLLEGEDALE area home 
featuring 3 bedrooms plus a family room! 
only $117,900. Call Wendy dixon Crye-Leike 
realtors, 423-238-5440 or direct at 423-883-
0654.  [6]
 
10 MINUTES TO SAU with over 5 acres of 
horse property with a barn and custom built 
2009 home boasting over 4400 square feet! 
$545,000. Call Wendy dixon Crye-Leike 
realtors, 423-238-5440 or direct at 423-883-
0654.  [6]

5 +/- ACRES of cleared, rolling, mostly level 
land amongst other attractive homes! enjoy the 
horses, just minutes to Collegedale! nice spot 
to watch the sunsets, too! Call Wendy dixon 
Crye-Leike realtors, 423-238-5440 or direct 
at 423-883-0654.  [6]

NEWER 2036 SQ. FT. HOME on over 2 acres, 
approx. 25 min. to Sau. Call Sue vosen, Crye-
Leike realtors 423-774-1029.  [6]

MOUNTAIN PROPERTY FOR SALE – 20 
acres of undeveloped wooded, rolling land on 
top of monteagle, tennessee. great location for 
country living in a pleasant rural environment. 
Small Sda church nearby. Property must sell 
as one tract. Price reduced! Call 978-368-4198 
or 978-549-2477.  [6, 7]

WATERFRONT PROPERTY – Peaceful, quiet 
setting, perfect for boating, fishing, weekend 
getaways! Beautiful 1.46 acres with well 
maintained 2 bed, 1 bath cottage on a main 
channel of the tennessee river, 45 minutes 
from Southern adventist university. Call ron 
reading - realty Specialists, direct 423-902-
3439, office 423-238-7325.  [6]

COUNTRY HOME near greenville, tn and 
takoma regional adventist hospital. Cabin 
style, wrap-around porch, 2 bed, 1.5 bath, living 
room, dining room, pantry, loft/study, 5+ acres, 
barn, and creek. a beautiful nature setting. a 
“must see.” Call mimi at 423-284-4048.  [6]

COUNTRY LIVING – 9.81 acres, beautiful 
pastoral setting with 3200 square feet classic 
country French house. mostly fenced with 

2-stall barn/workshop. ideal for horses. Creek, 
mostly open pastures, some woods. Pecan 
trees, grape vines, several garden spots. Close 
to i-85, 45 minutes from atlanta airport. Sda 
church with excellent school nearby. Pictures 
available. $359,000. Call 770-583-3450 or 770-
329-5154.  [6]

BEAUTIFUL MOUNTAIN LAND for sale as one 
tract. 60+ acres west of murphy, nC. Springs, 
streams, timber; fertile, rolling not steep land 
with excellent paved road access. By owner: 
828-837-6779 or 828-557-2254.  [6, 7] 

PARKLIKE MOUNTAIN LAND – Small 
clearing on country dead-end road would be 
nice setting for small cabin or walkout basement 
house. Located on 25 +/- acres in quiet, parlike 
area of Kentucky. adjoins Sda lifestyle center 
(homeforhealth.net). minutes from natural 
Bridge State Park. $30,000. 606-663-2600.  [6]

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

LAURELBROOK ADACEMY NEEDS YOU: 
Positions open are RNs, LPNs, CNAs, 
Cooks, Greenhouse/Garden Manager, and 
Construction Staff.  housing and stipend 
provided. Located in the beautiful mountains 
of dayton, tn and only 60 miles from Sau.  
Contact roger Westfall at 423-775-0771; or 
email maudie.westfall@gmail.com. [6-1]

PHYSICIAN OPPORTUNITIES IN NORTH 
GEORGIA. gordon hospital is seeking Board 
Certified/Board eligible Internal Medicine 
physicians. Live within a beautiful southern 
community which offers a gorgeous adventist 
hospital (www.gordonhospital.com), brand 
new adventist elementary school (www.
cobleschool.com), and first class Adventist high 
school (www.gcasda.org). Southern adventist 
university within a 45 minute drive (www.
southern.edu). Contact bonnie.shadix@ahss.
org, 800-264-8642.  [6]

BEAUTIFUL ADVENTIST HOSPITAL located 
in North Georgia is seeking Board Certified/
Board eligible Family Practice Physician. 
hospital employment. highly respected, 
busy practice. excellent salary. excellent 
benefits. Outstanding Adventist schools within 
community. Southern university within a 
45-minute drive. For more information contact 
bonnie.shadix@ahss.org, or call 800-264-8642. 
www.gordonhospital.com.  [6]

JELLICO COMMUNITY HOSPITAL in beautiful 
Jellico, tn is looking for physicians in the 
following specialties: Orthopedic, Cardiology, 
Pediatrics, OB/GYN or FP/OB. the hospital 
is also hiring nurses in Med Surg., OB, ICU 
and Surgery. For more information please 
contact: Jason dunkel at 423-784-1187 or 
jason.dunkel@ahss.org.  [6, 7]

ADVENTIST HEALTH SYSTEM is seeking 
qualified candidates in clinical and non-clinical 

PROPERTY AVAILABLE

COLLEGEDALE GUESTHOUSE.  1.5 
bedrooms fully equipped condo w/kitchen 
and laundry, no steps, huge deck, secluded 
woodland setting. “absolutely delightful” say 
guests. $60/night for two (2-night minimum). 
roger King, 423-236-4688. See pictures at 
www.rogerkingrentals.com.  ©

QUIET OAKS ASSISTED LIVING in graysville, 
tn (45 miles from Sau).t 25 acre mountain 
estate is surrounded by state park and walking 

How to Submit Your Advertising
(1) have your pastor or a local church elder 

write “approved” and his signature on the sheet 
of paper containing the advertisement, (2) write 
your name and address on the same sheet, (3) 
specify how many times the ad is to run, (4) 
send the approved ad to your conference office 
6 weeks in advance of the publication date and 
(5) don’t forget to enclose payment in full for each 
month the ad is to run. make checks payable to 
Southern union.

rateS: Southern union: $40 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $45 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word 
beyond 45. out of union: $50 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $55 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.50 per word 
beyond 45. accepted as space is available. ads 
may run in successive months as space permits.

SOUTHERN TIDINGS makes every reason-
able effort to screen all advertising, but in no 
case can the periodical assume responsiblity for 
advertisements appearing in its columns, or for 
typo graphical errors.

www.summit-ridge-village.org
www.gordonhospital.com
www.cobleschool.com
www.gcasda.org
www.southern.edu
www.southern.edu
http://www.sharehim.org
www.rogerkingrentals.com
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A d v e r t i s e m e n t s
capacities to further its mission of extending the 
healing ministry of Christ. if you have a passion 
to be part of the Seventh-day adventist health 
ministry, email your resume to david gordon, 
ahS System recruiter, at david.gordon@ahss.
org!  [6-10]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks 
an instructor in the School of Journalism 
and Communication to teach one or more 
of the following: public relations, journalism, 
photography, new media and speech. a 
doctorate in the field, plus professional work 
experience, is preferred. Candidates must 
have at least a master’s degree, as well as 
membership in good and regular standing in the 
Seventh-day adventist Church. Send Cv to dr. 
greg rumsey, rumsey@southern.edu, Po Box 
370, Collegedale, tn 37315.  [6]

SOUTHWESTERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
seeks a full-time nurse educator. master’s 
degree required; doctoral degree preferred. 
must have some teaching experience and an 
unencumbered texas nursing license. Contact 
dr. ron mitchell at 817-202-6230 or rmitchell@
swau.edu.  [6]

LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY School of 
medicine alumni association is seeking 
executive director. education in writing, 
publishing, electronic media, and video 
production essential.  experience in managing, 
event planning, and relating to people a high 
priority. Send resume to Search Committee at 
cliffwalters@gmail.com or Search Committee, 
11245 anderson Street, Suite 200, Loma Linda, 
Ca 92354.  [6, 7]

UNION COLLEGE seeks social work 
professor with minimum 2 years post mSW full-
time practice experience to provide classroom 
instruction, direct field education, participate 
in CSWe accreditation, mentor students and 

develop relationships with social services 
agencies. Contact dr. trudy holmes-Caines, 
Chair, human development. trholmes@
ucollege.edu, 402-486-2522.  [6]

SimpleUpdates.com seeks PHP programmer 
to join our team focused on the technological 
future of the church. Our mission is to fulfill the 
great Commission using technology. Full-time 
openings, competitive wages and benefits. See 
this opening and more: www.Simpleupdates.
com/jobs.  [6]

REGIONAL MANAGER - asian aid, Bangalore, 
india. asian aid operates in Bangladesh, 
india, nepal and Sri Lanka. the major 
responsibilities of a regional manager would 
be to work with partner organization to ensure 
smooth operation of the child sponsorship 
program through administrative, financial, 
hr and relationship management oversight. 
experience in management and administration 
are essential and experience working in a 
cross-cultural environment preferred. Position 
is a 12 month contract with the possibility of 
extension that includes salary, return travel and 
accommodation allowance. if interested please 
contact asian aid: support@asianaid.org  [6]

TEACHER NEEDED – Christian school in 
decatur, aL desires retired teacher who would 
like to continue working in a small school. this 
is a new school starting this fall. very friendly 
Sda church in a very friendly city. Will provide 
housing, utilities and modest salary. Contact 
Charlie Watkins @ 256-353-4073 or email at 
hischild@pclnet.net.  [6, 7]

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

ADVENTIST SATELLITE SYSTEMS – For 
sales & installation in the atlanta area, call Kaz 
Sanocki, 404-791-3093.  [6]

ADVENTIST SATELLITE TV starting at 
$139.99 with no monthly fees.  get all 
15 adventist channels.  Buy a system for 
friends or family who are struggling or need 
encouragement.  Satellite evangelism seminars 
also available for your church. 877-875-6532 
www.idealSatelliteServices.com.  [6]

IMMUNE AMMUNITION & ALL VEGETARIAN/
VEGAN NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENTS 
– immune ammunition is a unique blend of 
five herbs to help fight virus, bacteria, fungus, 
infection and inflammation. Vegetarian/Vegan 
vitamin d, multiple vitamins and more. Buy now. 
Credit cards accepted. 423-238-7467. Website: 
www.bonherbals.com. Bon herbals, Po Box 
1038, Collegedale, tn 37315.  [6-8]

UNLIMITED MINUTES of phone service 
to your favorite locations including uSa, 
Canada, Peurto rico, europe, asia, haiti, and 
nigeria. Call 863-216-0160 or email: sales@
phonecardland.com to find out more. Visit www.
phonecardland.com for the best phone deals 
to everywhere in the world.  [6, 7]

NEED A PIANIST? “hymns alive”, the Sda 
hymnal on 33 Cd’s. quality accompaniment 
music to sing god’s praises. organ and piano. 
also “he is our Song” and kid’s hymnals on 
Cd’s. www.35hymns.com. also videos - 12 
dvd’s - “Creation Sings”, with words and 
optional song leader. www.eversing.com, 800-
354-9667, also at your aBC.  [6-10]

MISCELLANEOUS

SINGLE AND OVER 40? Stay home and meet 
new friends in uSa, only interracial group for 
adventist singles over 40. For information, 
send large self-addressed stamped envelope 
to aSo-40, 2747 nonpareil, Sutherlin, or 
97479.  ©

Life at Pisgah Estates offers a perfect blend 
of privacy and community with all the 
advantages of independent living. Our safe 
and secure environment provides pleasant, 
low-traffic areas for walking, and our fully 
equipped Wellness Center is available for 
fitness and therapy. The choice is yours to 
do as much or as little as you like. Should 
your healthcare needs change, short term 
rehabilitation, Skilled Nursing and Assisted 
Living are available on campus. Live the 
worry-free retirement you’ve imagined 
with all the comforts and amenities of 
home, but none of the hassles of upkeep! 
Call today to schedule your visit.

95 Holcombe Cove Road  Cander, NC 28715
828-418-2333  www.pisgahvalley.orgS E C U R E ,  M A I N T E N A N C E - F R E E  C O N D O S  A R E  M O V E - I N  R E A D Y  N O W !

A Vibrant, Active 
Retirement Awaits You.

www.simpleupdates.com/jobs
www.simpleupdates.com/jobs
wwww.idealSatelliteServices.com
www.bonherbals.com
www.phonecardland.com
www.phonecardland.com
www.eversing.com
www.3hymns.com
www.pisgahvalley.org
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AdventistSingles.org Free 14-day trial! Join 
thousands of adventist singles online. Free 
chat, search, profiles, match notifications! 
adventist owners since 1993. visit www.
elliotdylan.com for the undercover angels 
series of novels for Christian teens that build 
on Biblical principles and encourage integrity. 
great Sabbath reading and gifts!  ©

www.AdventistContact.com – successfully 
matching single adventists since 1974.  We’re 
the original dating ministry for adventists. We 
endeavor to be the best! Will you be our next 
success story? Still alone? Why? Join now! 
See what’s free! tell your friends. married 
through Contact? Submit your stories/photos: 
success@adventistcontact.com.  [6]

ARE YOU MOVING SOON? Before you rent a 
u-haul and do it yourself, check our price and 
save yourself the hassle. Plan now and reserve 
a time slot. Fast, direct, and economical. 
Contact gary erhard, erhard moving & Storage, 
610 South mechanic Street, Berrien Springs, 
mi; 49103; 269-471-7366 or 248-890-5700, 
evenings 8-11 p.m.  ©

RELOCATING? apex moving & Storage has 
a national account contract with the general 
Conference for your moving needs. take 
advantage of a volume rated discount. Be 
assured you are moving with the BeSt!  Call 
marcy dante’ at 800-766-1902; or visit us at: 
www.apexmoving.com/adventist.  [6-8]

RV’s!! adventist owned and operated rv 
dealership has been helping Sda’s for over 
30 years.  huge inventory of new and used 
trailers and motorhomes. Jayco, newmar and 
hurricane. Courtesy airport pickup and on-site 

hookups. Call toll-free 1-888-933-9300. Lee’s 
rv, oklahoma City. www.leesrv.com or e-mail 
Lee Litchfield at Lee@leesrv.com.  ©

WILDWOOD WEIGHT MANAGEMENT 
SEMINAR:  intensive 14-day program 
focusing on health education, hands-on 
cooking, and exercise. June 10-24, 2011. 
Site: Wildwood health retreat, iron City, 
tn. Cost: $740 (includes room, vegan 
meals). Contact: darlene Keith 931-724-
6706. www.wildwoodhealthretreat.org. email: 
darlenekeith@gmail.com.  [6]

WILDWOOD COUNTRY LIVING SEMINAR: 
Focusing on preparation and skills for country 
living, including organic gardening. June 26-
July 3, 2011. morning and evening devotionals 
focus on last day events. Site: Wildwood health 
retreat. Cost: $279 (includes room, materials, 
vegan meals). Contact: darlene 931-724-
6706. www.wildwoodhealthretreat.org. email: 
darlenekeith@gmail.com.  [6]

WILDWOOD HEALTH SEMINAR: Want 
your church to take hold of Christ’s ministry of 
healing? invite Wildwood to conduct a power 
packed health emphasis weekend! dynamic 
lectures, cooking school, and one-on-one 
lifestyle consultations by experienced health 
educators. Call us today at 706-801-7060, 
email: hews@wildwoodhealth.org or visit www.
wildwoodhealth.org for more information.  [6]

PLANNING AN EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
OR HEALTH SEMINAR? have questions? 
need affordable, professionally prepared 
handbills, brochures, signs, banners, and 
mailing services? Call free, 800-274-0016 and 
ask for hoPe Customer Service or visit www.
hopesource.com. you deserve the best with 
confidence and peace of mind. Your friends at 
hamblin’s hoPe deliver on-time.  [6-9]

AUTHORS WANTED – if you’ve written your 
life story, want to tell others of god’s love, or 
desire to share your spiritual ideas and want 
it published, call teaChServices.com at 518-
353-6992 for a Free manuscript review.  [6, 7]

PLANNING AN EVENT? Southern adventist 
university offers excellent meeting space 
for your conference or special event 
needs. Beautiful setting, personal planning 
professionals, one-stop shopping! Plenty of 
recreational and educational options. ask about 
our professional team-building packages. Join 
corporate leaders like volkswagen of america 
and mcKee Foods Corporation. 10% discount 
on eligible meeting space when you mention 
this ad. Call Conference Services and events, 
423-236-2555 or email conferenceservices@
southern.edu.  [6, 7]

THE SANCTIFIED LIFE is the theme for the 
2011 Secrets unsealed Summit at Cohutta 
Springs october 6-9. Speakers: Stephen Bohr, 
Richard O’Ffill, CA Murray & Milton Teske, MD. 
register online at www.secretsunsealed.org 

Evangelistic Team
Needs an RV Donation

We are a family 
of four travel-
ing on the road 

across North 
America conducting evangelistic 
series. Formerly an associate 
evangelist with Mark Finley, I 
continue in full time evangelism 
as speaker and director of Forever 
Free Ministries. We earnestly need 
an RV or travel trailer on a dona-
tion basis as soon as possible. We 
can provide a tax receipt from our 
non-profit organization. 

Contact Mark Fox at
978-268-4555 or

markfox@foreverfreeministries.org

Announcements

“Ye Olde” Cedar Lake Academy Reunion 
– June 9-12. For alumni and schoolmates 
of 1961 and earlier at great Lakes adventist 
academy, Cedar Lake, mi. honor classes: ‘31, 
‘41, ‘51, and ‘61. details will be forthcoming by 
postal service. also, you may contact gLaa 
Alumni Office at 989- 427-5181 or visit www.
gLaa.net for details.

Sharon Church Homecoming – June 18, 19. 
Charlotte, nC. a special invitation to all former 
aCa students, teachers, principals, pastors, 
associate pastors, interns, and former members 
to join us. Register by calling the church office at 
704-364-8973.

Association of Seventh-day Adventist 
Librarians 2011 Conference – June 19-23. 
For librarians and information professionals. 
Pacific Union College, Angwin, CA. Details: http://
spinergy.southern.edu/asdalhere/ for conference 
information or contact Lauren matacio, matacio@
andrews.edu, 269-471-6062.

Madison College Alumni Association 
Homecoming – June 24-26. honor classes: 
‘41, ‘46, ‘51, ‘56, ‘61, and those who attended 
madison College or madison College academy. 
activities and meals on Friday evening, Sabbath, 
and Sunday morning at madison academy 
Campus. Jim Culpepper, secretary/treasurer, 
615-415-1925.

Elgin, Texas, Church 100th Anniversary – July 
8-10. the weekend includes guest speakers, 
“Walk down memory Lane,” slides, and other 
special events. all former pastors, teachers, 
members, and friends are cordially invited. Bring 
old photos. details: Betty hold, 512-281-3268 or 
e-mail earlhold@msn.com.

Benedict / Turtle Lake Church 100th 
Anniversary – July 23. turtle Lake, nd. We 
invite all past and present constituents and their 
families to join us. details: roger Boyko, 701-448-
2884 or e-mail rkboyko@westriv.com.

Grand Ledge Academy First Years Reunion – 
Aug. 5-7. elysian Fields hunting Preserve near 
Bellevue, mi. For all charter students, alumni, 
and faculty from 1959-1964. details/registration: 
claudiabahnmiller@gmail.com, call Claudia at 
360-793-1883, or Facebook group “grand Ledge 
academy - First years.”

or call 888-738-1412. Children 8-12 program 
available. on-site imt ultrasound testing.  [6-8]

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY: no Sabbath 
issues, be your own boss. “Carisma Car 
Cosmetics” master technician will train you 
to own your own business in appearance 
reconditioning for autos, boats, planes, etc. 
mobil service, low overhead, substantial 
returns. online at www.carcarisma.com or call 
210-602-5777.  [6]

www.elliotdylan.com
www.elliotdylan.com
www.leesrv.com
www.carcarisma.com
www.wildwoodhealthretreat.org
www.wildwoodhealthretreat.org
www.glaa.net
www.glaa.net
www.hopsource.com
www.hopsource.com
www.secretsunsealed.org
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  June 3 June 10 June 17 June 24 July 1 July 8
  atlanta, ga 8:46 8:49 8:51 8:52 8:52 8:51
 Charleston, SC 8:25 8:28 8:31 8:32 8:32 8:30
 Charlotte, nC 8:35 8:38 8:41 8:42 8:42 8:40
 Collegedale, tn 8:52 8:55 8:57 8:59 8:59 8:57
 huntsville, aL 7:57 8:00 8:02 8:03 8:03 8:02
 Jackson, mS 8:05 8:08 8:10 8:12 8:11 8:10
 Louisville, Ky 9:03 9:07 9:09 9:10 9:10 9:08
 memphis, tn 8:11 8:15 8:17 8:18 8:18 8:16
 miami, FL 8:10 8:13 8:15 8:16 8:16 8:16
 montgomery, aL 7:50 7:53 7:55 7:56 7:56 7:55
 nashville, tn 8:01 8:05 8:07 8:08 8:08 8:06
 orlando, FL 8:21 8:24 8:26 8:27 8:27 8:26
 Wilmington, nC 8:21 8:24 8:26 8:27 8:27 8:26

Sunset

Carolina

SIT Camp – June 12-16. nPr.
Adventure/Horsemanship I/
Water Sports/Basketball 
Camps – June 19-26. nPr.
Jr. Camp I/Horsemanship II/
Wheels/Sports Camps – June 
26-July 3. nPr.
Cambodian/Hmong 9th Annual 
Camp Meeting – July 1-3.
Tween/Horsemanship III/Golf – 
July 3-10. nPr.
Horseback Camping Trip – 
July 17-24. nPr.
Mountain Bike Camping Trip – 
July 17-24. nPr.
Sabbath School Workshop – 
July 29-31.

Florida

Complete calendar online – 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/calendar/
Pathfinder events – http://www.
floridaconference.com/youth/ or 
call 407-644-5000 x127.
Singles’ Ministries events 
and mailing list information – 
Spiritual study groups, fellowship 
dinners, outings, and more. 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/childrenandfamily/, 
djmiller4000@gmail.com, or 407-
703-3050.
Florida Hospital DeLand 
Support Groups – Florida 
hospital deLand offers a 
variety of support groups such 
as attention deficit disorder, 
bereavement, brain injury, 
celiac disease, diabetes, sleep 
disorders, and more. details are 
available under the “Support 
groups” link in the “Patients 
and visitors” box at http://www.
fhdeland.org/
North Florida Oakwood 
University Alumni Chapter – 
membership information and 
event listings for oakwood 
alumni in Florida. details: http://
www.oakwoodalumninfl.org/, 
oakwoodalumninfl@gmail.com, 
888-719-7776, or 904-616-1896.
Adventist Book Center – 
Winter Park: 877-55-FLaBC 
(877-553-5222). miami: 305-805-
9900. high Springs: 386-454-
7956. Shop online: http://www.
floridaconference.com/abc/ or 
order by e-mail: FloridaaBC@
floridaconference.com
Adventist Bookmobile 

Schedule
June 25. Perry.
June 26. Cross City, ocala, 
Silver Springs Shores, Belleview, 
inverness.
July 9. West Palm Beach.
July 10. midport road in Port 
St. Lucie, Fort Pierce, Cocoa, 
titusville. (Southeastern 
Conference: Port St. Lucie, Palm 
Bay.)
July 16. Jacksonville Southpoint.
July 17. Jacksonville First, 
orange Cove, St. augustine, 
Palatka, Palm Coast. 
(Southeastern Conference: 
Jacksonville ephesus.)
July 23. St. Petersburg.
July 24. Clearwater, new Port 
richey, Spring hill, Brooksville, 
east Pasco in Zephyrhills.
July 30. maranatha in miami 
gardens.
July 31. Fort Lauderdale, 
Lauderhill, Pompano Beach, 
Jupiter-tequesta.
Evangelism Series
July 2-9. Sorrento Spanish. 
rolando and rebeca de los 
ríos.
July 9-aug. 20. deltona. Bill and 
Sunshine Waters.
aug. 20-27. Brandon Spanish 
district. rolando and rebeca de 
los ríos.
Sept. 10-oct. 29. La Caravana 
de la victoria (Caravan of 
victory): 8 locations in Fort 
Lauderdale and hollywood area. 
rolando and rebeca de los 
ríos.
oct. 1-nov. 12. altamonte 
Springs. Bill and Sunshine 
Waters.
nov. 5-19. northwest miami 
Spanish. rolando and rebeca 
de los ríos.

Georgia-Cumberland

Cohutta Springs Youth Camp, 
Junior 1 (ages 10-12) – June 
5-12. Crandall, ga. 
Hispanic Camp Meeting – June 
10-12. georgia-Cumberland 
academy, Calhoun, ga. 
Women’s Ministries Emphasis 
Day – June 11. 
Cohutta Springs Youth Camp, 
Junior 2 (ages 10-12) – June 
12-19. Crandall, ga. 
Olde Time Camp Meeting – 
June 16-18. deer Lodge, tn.
Cohutta Springs Youth Camp, 
Adventure Camp (ages 7-9) – 

June 19-24. Crandall, ga.
Hispanic Women’s Evangelism 
– June 24-26. atlanta, ga.  
Cohutta Springs Youth Camp, 
Tween/Pathfinder Honors 
(ages 12-13) – June 26-July 3. 
Crandall, ga.
Cohutta Springs Youth Camp, 
Teen Camp (ages 13-17) – July 
3-10. Crandall, ga.
Cohutta Springs Youth Camp, 
Rock Solid Camp (ages 16-18) 
– July 3-10. Crandall, ga.
Pathfinder Mission Challenge 
– July 3-19. nova Scotia, 
Canada.

Gulf States

Complete Calendar online
rihttp://www.gscsda.org 
Camp Alamisco Staff Week – 
may 29-June 4.
31st Constituency Session – 
June 5. Community adventist 
School, meridian, mS. 
Pathfinder Council – June 12. 
Camp alamisco. 
Executive Committee – June 
14. Conference Office.   
Teen Mission Trip – July 9-26. 
monument valley, ut.  
Pastors’ Retreat – July 25-28. 
Camp alamisco. 
 

Kentucky-
Tennnessee

Conference Association Board 
July 19.   Sept. 20.   dec. 6.
Conference Executive 
Committee
July 19.   Sept. 20.   dec. 6.
Camp Meeting (Spanish) – 

June 10, 11. highland academy.
Summer Camp Dates
Cub Camp/Blind Camp – June 
12-19.
Junior Camp – June 19-26.
Family Camp – June 28-July 3.
Tween Camp – July 3-10.
Teen Camp – July 10-17.
Family Camp II– July 17-24.
Extreme Outpost Camp – July 
24-29.
Hispanic Child/Youth Camp – 
July 25-31.
50 Plus Camp – aug. 9-14.

Southeastern

Community Services 
Convention – may 13-15. hilton 
orlando, altamonte Springs, FL.
Ministry 2.0, an Interactive 
Conference – may 13-15. hilton 
orlando, altamonte Springs, FL.
Camp Meetings
English. June 16-25. Camp 
hawthorne.
Haitian. June 29-July 2. Camp 
hawthorne.

Southern Adventist 
University

PreviewSouthern — June 9, 10. 

http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar/
http://www.floridaconference.com/youth
http://www.floridaconference.com/youth
http://www.floridaconference.com/childrenandfamily
http://www.fhdeland.org/
http://www.oakwoodalumninfl.org
http://www.oakwoodalumninfl.org
http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/
http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/
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Free Visit
Bring your family and spend a day 
getting to know what campus life is 
like at Southern during one of our 
PreviewSouthern events. Your visit 
will include free meals and  
accommodation for up  
to two nights.

Free Class
First-time Southern students  
can take a 3-credit-hour class 
tuition-free during SmartStart,  
July 25 to August 19, 2011.  
This is a savings of $1,704! 

Learn more at: southern.edu/enrollment • 1.800.SOUTHERN • Collegedale, Tennessee

You are needed. 
Be a part  

of Southern  
Adventist   

University. 

nonProFit
u.S. PoStage

Paid
CoLLege PreSS

Southern Union Conference
P.O. Box 849
Decatur, GA 30031
Change Service requested

SOUTHERN

southern.edu/enrollment
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