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Vantage Point

In the presence of international terrorism and global military tensions that evolve 
as a byproduct of these horrific events, many people around the world have reevalu-
ated their faith in God. Those who do not believe in God speak of embracing a “higher 
power” or ultimate authority of some nature in this time of distress. Among the count-
less spiritual groups, denominations, and cults that constitute the religious frontier of 
Planet Earth, there seems to be a special impetus to showcase the superiority of one’s 
belief system, and the utter inferiority of others.

Religious researchers have identified six specific needs that believers hope their 
religion will fill:

•	 Safety
•	 Insight
•	 Guidance	in	life
•	 Inner	peace
•	 A	sense	of	belonging
•	 Spiritual	intimacy
Human nature clamors for these things from the religious or worship tradition out 

of which the faith is based. As have many, I have tried to evaluate different faith tradi-
tions, to observe their strengths and weaknesses as I see them. My exploration has led 
me to examine how my faith addresses the six needs mentioned above as they play 
out in my spiritual journey.

As a young man reared and socialized through the inner-city community of Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant,	Brooklyn,	New	York,	I	experienced	a	megadose	of	urban	blight.	There	
was a scarcity of positive role models in my surrounding, and a sense of hopelessness 
hung over the neighborhood like some ominous cloud. I could picture myself growing 
up to become the not-so-positive role model whose lot in life was the corner where 
they did “business.”

But then came Jesus, bringing a real working relationship that infused my teenage 
life with safety and security — in spite of the harsh reality of gun violence and young 
men dying violently all around my neighborhood. I learned to claim my security in the 
care of Jesus. Christianity took on new dimensions in my life because of the insights I 
gained	through	the	teachings	of	Holy	Scripture.	Rather	than	being	people-centered	in	
conversation, I became more issue-centered. The insights gained through the teachings 
of Jesus prepared me to face the stages of life with increased confidence.

Christianity also provided me with the necessary guidance to avoid those who may 
have had intentions for my harm or failure. In the process of moving from one stage 
of human development to another, the turbulence of life was quieted by the peace of 
knowing that Jesus doesn’t “leave you hangin’,” nor does He “kick you to the curb.” 
Christianity teaches that Jesus will stick with you through tough times and comfortable 
times. I found an inner peace in this assurance that I still cannot fully comprehend.

Feeling disenfranchisement or marginalization seemed to be my plight as a young 
man in the inner city. I gained a sense of belonging in Christianity. I joined a body of 
believers	who	identified	my	struggles	as	a	young	man	growing	up	in	urbanized	New	
York.	We	also	shared	the	common	solution	to	our	loneliness	in	Jesus	Christ.	I	discov-
ered the sweetest byproduct of Christianity to be the perpetual growth in an intimate 
relationship with Jesus. The need for fusing one’s life with another or being one with 
another finds ultimate fulfillment in an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Do the stresses of wars and rumors of wars prompt you to reevaluate religion? Try 
Christianity. It really works!

Ron C. Smith,
D.Min., Ph.D. 
Southern Union
President

In Praise of Christianity
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Uniting Values 
& Mission 

Southern Union Officers Discuss Planned Giving & Trust Services

Cover Feature

Southern Union officers: Dennis Millburn (left), undertreasurer; Jim Davidson, executive secretary; Randy Robinson, treasurer; and 
Ron Smith, D.Min., Ph.D., president.

Recently, the Southern Union 
officers sat down with the De-
partment of Planned Giving & 
Trust Services personnel. Randy 
Robinson, treasurer of the South-
ern Union, served as moderator.

RANDY:  Planned giving and 
trust services is indeed an area 
where values and mission come 
together. Interestingly, I have been 
exposed to planned giving and trust 
services for most of my career. I see 
two important benefits: It benefits 
the Church financially as members 
decide they wish to remember the 
local conference or worldwide areas 
of	the	Church.	Secondly,	and	I	wish	

our members understood this better, 
it provides expertise so our members 
can make the best plans, not just to 
remember	the	lord’s	Work,	but,	also,	
to make sure family needs are taken 
care	of.	While	the	conferences	and	
universities are where the primary 
activity	takes	place,	the	Union	also	
provides an important part. By work-
ing together we can help provide 
the momentum so that our focus is 
not on just the present, but encour-
age members to plan so their values 
are passed on in the future, for both 
their	family	and	the	lord’s	Work.

RANDY:  Ron, [turning to Ron 
Smith,	D.Min.,	Ph.D.,	president	of	
the	Southern	Union]	I	know	you	

have been a pastor of very large 
churches. How have you seen the 
values of the local members passed 
on as a result of planned giving and 
trust services?

RON:		Yes,	I	have	pastored	large	
as well as tiny churches from two 
members to 3,000 members. And I 
have discovered planned giving and 
trust services to be a real educational 
gift to the members, as well as the 
Church. It is important to be proac-
tive in orienting our members in this 
area, so that a will or other proper 
documents can be put in place. In 
a church I pastored, an educational 
fund was left to benefit the school 
and students. On one occasion, 
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through a philanthropic gift, we 
were able to set up a tent and to 
reach out to an area of the inner 
city, resulting in 367 people baptized 
and a new church started in an inner 
city area. Gifts like this help provide 
for individuals who would not have 
had a fair shot at life otherwise. A 
final strong, identifiable value was 
in creating for our churches and 
members an environment of being 
partners with God, not just for the 
present, but, if time lasts, for the 
next	1,	5,	10,	15	or	20	years.

RANDY:  Jim and Dennis: [Jim 
Davidson is executive secretary and 
Dennis Millburn is undertreasurer, 
both	of	the	Southern	Union.]	You	
both have served in local confer-
ences for extended periods. Give us 
an example of what it means at the 
local level to have a vibrant planned 
giving and trust services program.

JIM:  It is a tremendous bless-
ing to the entire operation of the 
conference. It gives opportunity to 
get into people’s homes. This may 
be a lost art with some, but not with 
the Department of Planned Giving 
and	Trust	Services.	They	go	into	
homes on a daily basis, and they talk 
to the members about their values 
and financial future. They also pray 
with the members and form close 
relationships. This is a great benefit 
that pulls the Church and its mission 
together

It was not unusual in my confer-
ence to get a letter or notification 
that a member had passed away and 
left	an	amount	of	funds	to	the	Work	
of God. At times, a member may 
have moved out of the conference, 
but still want to remember the con-
ference where the trust officer had 
ministered to them. 

JEFF:  [Jeff	Wilson	is	recently	
retired as director of planned giving 
and trust services for the General 
Conference/North	American	Divi-
sion. He is currently working for 
the Georgia-Cumberland Confer-
ence.]	If	I	could	just	piggyback	for	a	
minute on what Jim is saying: There 
are many people who, for health or 
other reasons, are not attending a 
local church regularly. Often these 
members are older, have accumulat-

ed some assets, and want to remem-
ber	the	lord’s	Work.	Helping	them	is	
so important. I have been on some 
roads	my	GPS	(Global	Positioning	
System)	doesn’t	even	know	about.	
This makes a personal connection 
with the local conference. 

RANDY:  Dennis, what has been 
your experience?

DENNIS:  First of all, I love 
my	Church	and	I	love	the	Southern	
Union.	It	has	been	my	opportunity	
to work in the largest conference in 
the	Union	as	well	as	the	smallest.	
I’ve seen a multi-faceted Planned 
Giving	and	Trust	Services	Depart-
ment with a number of personnel, 
and I’ve seen a department with 
just one person in the field. But, in 
both situations funds have come in 
to	bless	the	lord’s	Work.	Planned	
giving and trust services may be the 

best-kept secret in the Church. The 
Church helps, without charge, to 
obtain basic documents including 
a will, a power of attorney, and a 
healthcare power of attorney, subject 
to the conference’s financial con-
straints and good professional ethics. 
Others with substantial assets have 
benefited from irrevocable chari-
table trusts, taking a large charitable 
deduction, avoiding capital gains tax, 
and getting an income for life, with 
the remainder going to the mission 
of the church they chose.

Planned giving and trust services 
has greatly benefited the Church. In 
my large conference, several hun-

dred thousand dollars a year came 
into the conference, besides restrict-
ed gifts. This enabled the conference 
to employ four or five additional 
pastors. In the smaller conference, 
less came in, but on one occasion 
we received a seven-figure amount 
for the mission of the Church. This 
provided endowment funds for our 
academy. 

RANDY:  Cheryl [Cheryl Hub-
bard is the administrative assistant 
for	Southern	Union	Planned	Giving	
&	Trust	Services	Department],	you	
have been primarily in the office. 
How do you see it from that per-
spective?

CHERYL:  I don’t see it as just 
paper work. The real reward in-
volves becoming involved in the 
direct human touch. One individual 
that comes to mind is a retired phy-

sician that I became friends with 
over the phone. He called, and even 
though he was then living in a very 
modest situation, he wanted to leave 
what	he	had	to	the	lord’s	Work.	He	
wanted me to help him make the 
legal arrangements. I arranged to get 
a Charitable Gift Annuity drawn up 
where he received a stated amount, 
based on his age, for life. At his 
death, which occurred recently, all 
the remainder went to bless the 
lord’s	Work.	But,	while	he	lived,	
I wrote him and encouraged him 
through phone calls. He was such 
a dear man. After his wife died, he 
had no close friends or loved ones. 

Ron Smith, D.Min., Ph.D. (left), president; Randy Robinson, treasurer; Tom Carter, 
planned giving and trust services director; and Jim Davidson, executive secretary
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It was a blessing to minister to him 
and help him fulfill his desires. It is 
amazing how many people I talk to 
that are so appreciative for the help 
we give.

RANDY:  I am hearing a very in-
teresting theme. The world is rapidly 
evolving into cyberspace where we 
live and die by iPhones, comput-
ers, iPads, etc. The young people 
communicate today by texting, and 
even relationships begin and end by 
texting. But, the theme I’m hearing 
here is that the personal touch is ap-
preciated. It shows that the personal 
touch is always needed.

JIM:  Cheryl reminds me of 
when one of our literature evange-

lists had gone into a home and sold 
some books. The individual was so 
thrilled with those books that he said 
to the literature evangelist, “I would 
like to make a donation to the 

organization 
that produces 
them.”	So	a	
planned giving 
and trust ser-
vices represen-
tative went to 
visit him. The 
representative 
thought he 
might want to 
donate a $100 
or so. It was 
the face-to-
face contact 
that made the 
difference. As 
a result, he 
made a will 

leaving all he had to the Church.
RON:  It is quite amazing that 

despite all the technological av-
enues we have, there is still a lot of 
ignorance of how to put together 
a viable estate plan. As a pastor/
administrator I’ve encountered too 
many members who don’t have a 
will. Many are busy professionals. 
They are engaged in helping others, 
but their own business is not in or-
der. They have intended to get their 
affairs in order, but no one ever pre-

sented the urgency and how to get 
it done. I often find out by being a 
first responder to a bereaved person 
that	there	is	nothing	in	place.	What	
an opportunity for me, as a pastor 
and leader in the Church, to partner 
with planned giving and trust ser-
vices to educate our members. This 
resource provides an orientation of 
how members can partner with God. 
It dovetails into the overall strategic 
plan	of	our	Union	in	a	way	that	can	
unite our values and mission.

JIM:  I realize how little people 
may know of this program. Members 
will ask how much of my estate do 
I have to leave to the Church for 
the conference to help me with my 
plans. In reality they don’t have to 
leave anything to the Church. It is a 
blessing to them and the Church if 
they do, but it is not a prerequisite. 
No	pressure	is	brought	to	bear.	It	is	
simply a service the Church pro-
vides.

RANDY:  The challenge is in 
getting people to understand this 
and take advantage of the service. 
Jeff, how do you see it? 

JEFF:		Statistically	only	about	a	
third of people have a will, and in 
some nations there is only one in a 
1,000. If you do not have a will, the 
state’s arbitrary distribution seldom 
is	satisfactory.	Nothing	would	benefit	
the	lord’s	Work,	and	the	surviving	
spouse and children are likely to 

Ken Ford
Carolina Conference 
kford@caolinasda.org
704-596-3200

Jose’ LeGrand
Florida Conference 
joselegrand@cs.com 
407-644-5000

Mitch Hazekamp
Georgia-Cumberland Conference
mjazekamp@gccsda.com
706-629-7951

Rick Hutchinson
Gulf  States Conference
rickhutchinson@tds.net
334-272-7493

Lin Powell
Kentucky-Tennessee Conference
kytntrust@kytn.net
615-859-1391

Lawrence Hamilton
South Atlantic Conference
lawrencehamilton14@gmail.org
404-792-0535

Michael Harpe
South Central Conference
michael.harpe@scc-adventist.org
615-226-6500

Brent Waldon
Southeastern Conference
brent.waldon@secsda.org
352-735-3142

Fred Pullins
Oakwood University
fpullins@oakwood.edu  
256-726-8278

Carolyn Liers
Southern Adventist University
cmliers@southern.edu
423-236-2818

G. Tom Carter
Southern Union Conference
tcarter@southernunion.com
404-299-1832

Southern Union Planned Giving & Trust Services Directors

Tom Carter, planned giving and trust services director, and Cheryl 
Hubbard, assistant to the director
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not be adequately cared for. As we 
have been taught from kindergar-
ten, everything we have is God’s. If 
I borrow a lawnmower from you, I 
have a responsibility to return it and 
maybe	even	fill	it	up	with	gas.	So	
when I am through with what God 
has given me, I have a responsibility 
to remember in gratitude the lord 
Who	gave	me	all	I	have.	I	believe	
one of the reasons people don’t 
think about these things is that it is 
hard to recognize our own mortality, 
and even more difficult to plan for 
that	mortality.	We	have	seen	this	at-
titude all over the world as well as in 
the	United	States.	But,	we	have	been	
told that “death does not come one 
day sooner because we have made 
our wills.” And, making our wills 
allows us to move our treasure from 
this world to the Bank of Heaven. 
While	better	than	the	general	popu-
lation, it is estimated that at least 40 
percent	in	the	Southern	Union	have	
never made an estate plan. And in 
addition	to	the	lord’s	Work,	it	is	im-
perative that we make plans for our 
family, especially our spouse and 
minor children.

RANDY:  We	are	blessed	to	
have individuals in the circle such as 
Jeff and Tom who are rooted in trust 
services and helped to pioneer the 
program	in	the	World	Church.	I	have	
sometimes referred to Tom as the fa-
ther	of	trust	services	in	the	Seventh-
day Adventist Church. I have seen 
the statistics which show that since 

1968, planned giving and trust ser-
vices, through the dedication of our 
members, has blessed the Church in 
the	amount	of	$1.5	billion.	

TOM:  [Tom	Carter	is	South-
ern	Union	planned	giving	and	trust	
services	director]	First	of	all,	I	can’t	
take credit for being the father of 
trust services. There are many others 
who pioneered the work well before 
I	came	on	the	scene	45	years	ago.	
But	the	Southern	Union	has	contrib-
uted to the starting of the worldwide 
program.	A.C.	McKee	was	the	first	
full time director of trust services 
at the General Conference. He had 
served as ABC manager, conference 
treasurer, conference president, and 
union director of trust services in 
the	Southern	Union.	He	was	the	one	
who recommended I come to the 
General Conference as his associate.

The General Conference and 
North	American	Division	established	
an excellent certification and ac-
creditation program. It requires all 
personnel to go through a compre-
hensive course and pass a rigorous 
test, plus an internship and continu-
ing education. All organizations are 
audited and required to comply with 
some 47 requirements. The preamble 
indicates the high standard involved 
as all personnel are responsible 
to God, the members, the Church 
organizations, and the governments 
under which we work.

I am very pleased with our 
planned giving and trust services 

personnel as they minister to our 
faithful	members	in	the	Southern	
Union.	The	cover	on	this	issue	of	the	
Southern	Tidings	illustrates	real	flesh	
and blood stories from all of our 
conferences and the two universi-
ties.	We	have	just	put	out	a	booklet	
showing	how	25	of	our	members	
have remembered the lord in their 
estate	plans.	Some	of	these	are	now	
deceased, and some are at differ-
ent stages of life. But all of them 
illustrate what a witness it is to unite 
their values and mission in their 
future plans.

RANDY:  Are there any final 
thoughts as we wrap up?

RON:		We	have	been	a	benefi-
ciary of the principles of stewardship 
and planned giving and trust services 
in my family. And, because of that I 
came to appreciate the importance 
of putting a family plan in place, one 
that would take care of our family 
needs while recognizing the benefit 
of	remembering	the	lord’s	Work.	
When	my	father	died,	there	was	a	
significant part of his estate that was 
earmarked for the lord. My whole 
family recognized this as my father’s 
wish and what should be done. 
Planned giving and trust services 
helps us to reach up, reach across, 
and to reach out as we unite our val-
ues and mission together. This is a 
vital	part	of	our	Southern	Union	plan	
of intimacy with God, sharing Jesus, 
and caring for the Church.

YES . . .
□  I would like someone to contact me.
□  I would like to receive a copy of your FREE booklet.
Name  __________________________________________  
Street  __________________________________________
City ____________________________________________
State/Zip ________________________________________
Home Phone _____________________________________
Conference/University ____________________________
Church _______________________ City _____________
Email ___________________________________________
(Please complete and return. All inquiries are treated with complete confidentiality.)

Southern Union
Planned Giving & Trust Services

3978 Memorial Drive
Decatur, GA 30032

Phone: 678-420-1425
Fax: 404-299-9726

chubbard@southernunion.com
www.susdagift.com
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By Ron QUiCk

In	2011,	when	Isabella	Pakula	
was 10 years old, she was struck 
with severe debilitating pain in 
her back — so severe that over a 
period of time she could no longer 
stand or walk. Her parents, Tomek 
and April Pakula, took her to sev-
eral doctors. Isabella spent seven 
weeks in three different hospitals, 
and no one could find the source 
of	the	pain.	She	missed	the	last	
two months of school, and went 
through a summer of very painful 
nerve	blocks.	No	pain	medicine	
touched the pain. “Morphine was 
like giving her water,” her mother 
explains. 

Carolina Feature
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Despair had set in for there 
seemed to be no hope. Finally, after 
nine months, the doctors found a 
small tumor near her spine. Isabella 
was scheduled for surgery in Decem-
ber	of	2011.	

After the surgery, the family ex-
pected the pain to be gone, but that 
wasn’t the case. Isabella was still in 
severe pain. The doctors explained 
that the nerves around the tumor had 
been damaged, and so they were 
still sending off pain signals as if the 
tumor was still there. The doctors 
said that the nerve damage repair 
could take months or years, or maybe 
never. The family was in such despair 
about her future.

Family Went to God in Prayer
In the very beginning of this 

experience the family went to God in 
prayer. They prayed over and over for 
Isabella’s healing. Twice, Isabella was 
anointed. Many churches here and 
around the world were praying for 
Isabella. 

Why Would This Happen?
“Why	would	something	like	

this happen?” The family wondered. 
Isabella’s father, Tomek Pakula, ex-
plained it this way: “In the beginning 
we found out why this could’ve possi-
bly happened to us, at least from our 
human	thinking.”	You	see,	the	family	
operates and runs The Cavalier 
Motel	on	the	Outer	Banks	in	Kill	
Devil	Hills,	N.C.	When	the	decision	
was made to keep the business a 
Sabbath-keeping	business,	it	was	
the very next day that Isabella suf-
fered the severe pain. “Could that 
be the reason?” Tomek wondered.

Isabella’s Wish
A few weeks before Camp 

Meeting in May, Isabella came to 
her	mother	in	such	despair.	She	was	
so hoping that she could be healed 
so she could go to Junior Camp at 
Nosoca	Pines	Ranch,	liberty,	S.C.	

By	this	time	Isabella	was	12	
years old. “This whole ordeal had 
been going on for 14 months,” 
Isabella’s mother recalls. The family 
had made plans to attend Camp 
Meeting	at	lake	Junaluska,	N.C.	Isa-

bella’s mother, April, 
recalls how they felt 
such despair over what 
the future held. 

At the beginning 
of the week at Camp 
Meeting, one of the 
pastors assigned to 
the Children’s Junior 
Department,	Kevin	
Pires, a former-nurse-
now-pastor, took an 
interest in Isabella. 
Pires was interested in 
the medical aspect of this young lady 
in the wheelchair. He made sure she 
was included in all the activities of 
the children. He spoke with Isabella’s 
mother about having prayer for her, 
and so Pires mentioned to Isabella 
that they could have prayer for her. 
Instead of the entire junior class, per-
haps	just	the	pastors.	“Would	that	be	
OK,	Isabella?”	Pires	asked.

Prayers for the Girl in the Wheelchair 
After the junior meeting that 

evening, Pires wheeled Isabella to the 
front. The pastors gathered around 
her and each one began to pray. They 
prayed for Isabella’s healing and that 
she would be able to fulfill her wish 
of	going	to	Junior	Camp	at	Nosoca.	
During one of the prayers, there 
seemed to be a pause. During that 
pause, each of them could feel some-

thing was different. Isabella shares, “I 
felt Jesus touch my back. It was such 
a warm and loving touch.”

After the prayers, Pires recalls the 
sweet smile on Isabella’s face. Isabella 
could feel her shoulders loosen up. 
She	remembers	rolling	her	shoulders	
and it felt so good; it was something 
she could not do before. 

When	Isabella	got	back	to	her	
hotel room with her parents, she 
was too overwhelmed to mention 
the experience. If she would men-
tion anything about this, she’d have 
hundreds of people coming around 
all at the same time, so she said noth-
ing. Isabella prayed and asked Jesus 
if it was wrong to keep this to herself? 
She	felt	as	if	He	said,	“It’ll	be	our	little	
secret for a little while.” 

When	they	returned	home	to	
the Outer Banks, her folks still didn’t 

know what had happened. Her 
father explained how they were still 
carrying her upstairs to the bed, and 
she didn’t tell them anything. Then, 
when the time was right, Isabella 
told her folks as she got up out of 
her wheelchair and walked. This 
was so overwhelming and powerful 
for her folks, they still are amazed 
how God healed their daughter. 

“I could thank Jesus every day 
for the rest of my life!”

“The only way I could thank 
Him,” Isabella shares, “is to witness 
for Him and to keep loving Him 
and trusting Him.” And that’s exactly 
what she’s doing as she and her 
mother share her experience with 
area churches and organizations.  
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“I played on winning teams with 
the	Atlanta	Braves	and	New	York	Mets,	
but now I’m on the real winning team 
— the team of Jesus Christ,” says Félix 
Millán, retired Major league Baseball 
second base-
man.

Instead of 
hitting fastballs 
at a ballpark 
on	Saturdays,	
these days 
Millán is in 
church. In 
fact, he and 
his wife, 
Mercy, helped 
establish two 
Adventist 
Hispanic con-
gregations in 
Florida.

In the 
1980’s, while working as an infield 
instructor for the Mets’ minor league 
team	in	Port	St.	lucie,	Florida,	Félix	
and	Mercy	started	a	Spanish-language	
Sabbath	School	class	at	Fort	Pierce	
Church.	What	began	as	a	class	has	
since	become	a	Spanish-language	
church which has also spawned a new 
Hispanic congregation meeting in Port 
St.	lucie.

The Milláns are now part of 
another	Spanish	group	that	meets	at	
Clermont, Florida, Church. They look 
forward to helping establish a church 
in that city, too.

Growing up in a sugarcane valley 
of Puerto Rico, Félix played ball from 

the time he could whittle a bat from 
the branch of a guava tree. He fash-
ioned a mitt from a piece of canvas 
stuffed with newspaper, and the seat 
of his first uniform bore a Gold Medal® 

logo.	While	
plagued with 
extreme shy-
ness, young 
Félix showed 
promise for 
the big leagues 
with his speed, 
quick hand, 
and reliable 
hitting.

Playing 
in the Major 
leagues, 1966-
1977, Millán 
made three 
All-Star	teams,	
won two Gold 

Glove Awards®, and, for four sea-
sons,	ranked	as	the	National	league’s	
toughest	batter	to	strike	out.	With	the	
Braves, he usually hit ahead of Hank 
Aaron, crossing home plate many 
times when the home run king hit the 
ball out of the park.

As an athlete, Félix had to stay in 
good physical condition, and Mercy 
was health-minded, too. One summer, 
she attended an Adventist cooking 
school	in	New	York.	Returning	home	
with two grocery bags of vegetarian 
products, she announced, “Félix, we 
need to talk.”

The Milláns adopted an Adven-
tist diet long before they joined the 

Church. They also enrolled their 
children in an Adventist academy 
near their winter home in Puerto Rico. 
Mercy’s occasional church attendance 
grew into frequent visits, finally leading 
to her decision for baptism, followed 
by the baptism of their three children.

“If that’s what she wanted, I would 
not stand in her way,” says Félix, “but I 
made it clear she could leave me out.”

In his autobiography, Tough Guy, 
Gentle Heart, available at Adventist 
Book Centers and felixbook.com, 
Millán explains he had Jesus in his 
heart; yet, he did not see a need for 
baptism to prove it. However, he had 
not counted on the prayers of his wife, 
the	prompting	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	or	
his children questioning, “Daddy, why 
don’t you go to church with us?”

After playing in the Major leagues, 
the Milláns moved to Japan where, 
in 1979, Félix was the first foreigner 
to win the country’s batting crown 
as leading hitter. Finally, the convic-
tions of his heart led him to request 
being excused from games played on 
Sabbath.	In	time,	the	tough	guy	with	a	
gentle heart publicly declared his faith 
through baptism — a decision that 
changed his sports story into a story 
for God’s glory.   

By JAne Allen QUeveDo

When Mercy and Félix Millán married 50 years 
ago, they shared dreams of a career in Major 
League Baseball. Celebrating their golden wed-
ding anniversary in December 2012, they look 
back on a lifetime of unforgettable memories 
and blessings from God.

Félix Millán’s quick reflexes and agility 
at second base and in the batter’s box, 
earned him the nickname “The Cat” when 
he played for the Atlanta Braves and New 
York Mets (#17) in the 1960s and 1970s. 
He is remembered as one of the toughest 
batters to strike out in the 1970s.

Florida Feature
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Joan	Warner	attends	the	Madison	
Campus Church in Madison, Ten-
nessee. Ten years ago Joan became 
seriously ill and she believes that 
the only thing that healed her was 
the	Adventist	health	message.	She	
became convicted that the world 
needed to know the Adventist health 
message, and dreamed of producing 
a television program that would 
do just that.

During the past 10 years, 
Joan has been thinking about 
how to get the health message 
on the air. Recent developments 
on the world scene stressed to 
her, “It’s time to do it.”

“I saw a friend on public 
access TV, inquired about it, 
and found out that you had to 
take	classes,”	Joan	says.	She	also	
needed at least two other people 
to	start	with	her.	She	asked	Sally	
Morgan	and	Shirley	Sims-Sal-
dana.	Shirley	asked	her	husband,	
Ed, and together they took the 
classes and started producing 
programs.	Chuck	Young	later	be-
came the host of a mini-series called 
the Evangelistic Bible Marking Class 
which covers doctrinal topics. 

Joan decided to call the program 
HealthHope. “Our goal is to portray 
health and the spiritual dimension 
together — providing healthful coun-
sel along side the doctrinal message 
of	the	Church,”	says	Joan.	She	came	
up with a logo concept and Chuck 
Young,	who	is	a	graphic	designer	by	
trade, developed the logo.

Gail	McKenzie	is	the	host	of	
HealthHope. “I met Joan at a church 
potluck,”	she	says.	“She	told	me	
about the HealthHope ministry 
and asked if I would be the host 
to introduce the program and do 
interviews.” Gail was co-host of the 
Prophecies Decoded evangelistic 
series with Ron Clouzet, D.Min., in 

October	2011.	“I	feel	that	God	was	
using that to prepare me for this. I 
was accustomed to looking at a cam-
era and working within time limits, 
but I’m learning a lot and hope I’m 
improving some each time.”

There are 170 producers at the 
Nashville	Education,	Community,	and	
Arts	Television	Network	(NECAT)	
studios where HealthHope programs 
are recorded. Producers share crew 
members, so some crew members are 
not Adventists. Joan believes the show 

has had some impact on the crew-
members who are not Adventists. “It 
raises a level of awareness of Advent-
ism and the love of God. I’ve seen 
crew members tear up when they 
hear some of the songs,” she says.

Charlotte	Wright,	a	camera	
operator who is not an Adventist, 
has been working on the program 

for about six months. “I needed 
to get experience running the 
cameras. I met Joan and believe 
in the principals of her show, 
and have enjoyed it ever since,” 
she says. 

Programs are recorded in 
the studio, edited, and submit-
ted to the station management 
for airing. Joan sees the Hand of 
God working in the programs 
that	are	aired.	She	recalls	that	the	
management team kept show-
ing programs on the state of the 
dead and gift of tongues over 
and over.

In order to produce more 
programs, a second show is 

planned which will be called Truth 
and Wellness.

Programs air on Channel 19 on 
the	Comcast	network	in	Nashville-
Davidson County. They can also be 
viewed online at www.necat.tv/ and 
are	aired	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	and	
Thursday. look for HealthHope in 
the online program schedule. For 
more information, email healthhope@
live.com.  

By MARvin lowMAn

Joan Warner, producer of HealthHope, directs a 
recording session. Camera operator Charlotte Wright 
is in the background.

Kentucky-Tennessee Feature

Holly Martz, M.D. (left), is interviewed by Gail McKenzie during a recent recording session of HealthHope.
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Adventist Health System

new Hospital Designed to 
improve Patient Safety, Comfort

world Record Attempt Raises 
Breast Cancer Awareness

A vision 
that	began	15	
years ago came 
to fruition on 
Sunday,	Sept.	
16,	2012,	when	
Florida Hospital 
Wesley	Chapel	
in	Wesley	Cha-
pel, Fla., opened its doors 
to the community for the 
first time.

During the open 
house, guests had the 
chance to tour the 83-bed 
facility and learn about the 
features and technology 
that are leading the way in 
patient care. 

“Everything was cre-
ated out of the vision of, 
‘What	would	I	want	if	I	was	

a patient?’” said John Hard-
ing, president and CEO of 
the Florida Hospital Tampa 
Bay	Network.	

Special	lighting	in	the	
hallways eases the strain on 
patients’ eyes when they 
are traveling by gurney. In 
private rooms, high defini-
tion flat screen televisions 
announce staff as they 
enter, and give patients the 
opportunity to learn more 
about their conditions, 

review their hos-
pital history, and 
submit feedback. 
Sensors	track	
whether or not 
health care pro-
viders are wash-
ing their hands 
as they enter and 

exit patient rooms.
Florida	Hospital	Wes-

ley Chapel is also the first 
in the region and second 
in Florida to have a Philips 
Ingenia 3.0T, a digital 
MRI system that produces 
higher quality images in 
less time than standard MRI 
systems. 

To ease anxiety in 
this and several ER rooms, 
patients can choose to have 

ambient lighting, sounds, 
and images from more than 
30 themes projected on the 
walls.

“Building a new hos-
pital is a wonderful but 
complex opportunity,” said 
Brian Adams, president/
CEO of Florida Hospital 
Wesley	Chapel.	“Every	
detail of the hospital was 
intentionally designed to 
extend the healing ministry 
of Christ by promoting a 
healing environment where 
we can provide safe, qual-
ity care to the patients we 
serve.”

Florida	Hospital	Wes-
ley Hospital began treating 
patients	in	October	2012.

—By rainey turlington

More	than	2,100	
residents	of	Winter	Park,	
Fla., literally took a stand 
against breast cancer in an 
attempt to raise awareness 
and break the Guinness 
World	Record	for	the	most	
number of people standing 
on one leg, like a flamingo, 
September	9,	2012.	

The official results will 
not be in for several weeks, 
but the record to beat was 
1,103 people, who stood 
on one leg in Denmark, 
March	2012.

The	Winter	Park	event	
was a kick-off for “Pink 
Out,” a two-month aware-
ness effort that turns the 
city pink to encourage 

women to get their annual 
mammograms and support 
those in need of financial 
assistance for mammo-
grams. 

All along Park Avenue 
and	Hannibal	Square,	par-
ticipating local retailers and 
food and service vendors 
will donate pro-
ceeds from sales 
through the month 
to	the	Winter	Park	
Memorial Hospital 
Mammography 
Scholarship	Fund,	
which provides 
free diagnostic 
services to women 
who cannot af-
ford their yearly 

recommended screenings. 
Through the funds raised 
during last year’s Pink Out, 
30 women received mam-
mograms. One woman was 
diagnosed with breast can-
cer and went on to receive 
treatment.

“Pink Out encourages 

everyone in the community 
to get involved, and serves 
as a powerful reminder 
about breast cancer aware-
ness that will not be able 
to be overlooked this year,” 
said	Ken	Bradley,	mayor	of	
Winter	Park	and	president/
CEO	of	Winter	Park	Memo-

rial Hospital, which 
is a Florida Hospital. 
“Breast cancer can 
affect women unex-
pectedly. The schol-
arship fund helps 
to ensure that all 
women can receive 
the proper screen-
ings at the required 
times.”

—By sara Channing
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Adventist University of Health Sciences

Sonography Chair named Distinguished educator

Students Revamp worship experience

The	Society	of	Diag-
nostic	Medical	Sonography	
(SDMS)	recognized	Char-
lotte Henningsen, chair of 
the Department of Diag-
nostic	Medical	Sonography,	
with the Distin-
guished Educator 
Award	in	September	
2012.

SDMS	is	a	
national associa-
tion for ultrasound 
professionals which 
presents this honor 
each year to one 
educator who 
has demonstrated 
excellence through 
various authorships, 
publications, lec-
tures, and awards.

According to 
the	SDMS	website,	
the recipient of 
the award should 
exhibit “the moti-
vation, drive, and 
hard work it takes 
to promote life-long 
learning in students and 
sonographers using innova-
tive teaching methods.”

Donald Haydon, CEO 
of	SDMS,	said	that	simply	

being nominated is an ac-
complishment, but being 
selected is a remarkable 
achievement for Henning-
sen, who has been with 
Adventist	University	of	

Health	Sciences	since	its	
establishment	in	1992.

“This professional rec-
ognition is the pinnacle of 
success in the sonography 

educational community,” 
Haydon said.

During the selec-
tion process, a committee 
reviewed nominees and 
made a recommendation to 

the	SDMS	Board	of	Direc-
tors, which chose Henning-
sen as the recipient.

Henningsen was 
honored	on	September	21	

during an awards banquet 
at	the	SDMS	2012	An-
nual	Conference	in	Seattle,	
Wash.,	where	Joy	Guthrie,	
president	of	SDMS,	pre-
sented her the award.

Henningsen 
currently serves 
SDMS	as	the	imme-
diate past president 
and the president of 
SDMS	Foundation.	
She	said	her	con-
tinued involvement 
with the organi-
zation made the 
award even more 
special.

“When	I	found	
out I won, I was 
delighted,” Hen-
ningsen said. “To 
be recognized by an 
organization that is 
part of my history as 
an educator made 
me feel very proud. 
And, I am blessed 
to have spent my 
career	at	a	Univer-

sity that has fostered my 
professional development.”

—By sarah CroWDer

Ecclesia, a Greek word 
meaning church, recently 
gained a whole new mean-
ing for students at Adven-
tist	University	of	Health	
Sciences.

About a year and a half 
ago, a group of students 
joined forces with Campus 
Ministries and created a Fri-
day evening worship called 
Sonset	Cafe.	It	has	since	
undergone a makeover as 

its name, location, and pur-
pose recently changed.

In	September,	Sonset	
Cafe was renamed Eccle-
sia, and the worship now 
meets at Florida Hospital 
Church rather than on the 
University’s	campus.

“A lot of students didn’t 
like the vibe of coming 
back to school on a Friday 
evening after they’ve been 
here all week,” said Alicia 

Wright,	Ecclesia	student	
leader. “Being back at the 
church has been a real 
blessing in that area.”

The new name also 
came with a new purpose: 
to focus on God, commu-
nity,	and	restoration.	Stu-
dent leaders and Campus 
Ministries have also worked 
together to implement daily 
prayer times, small group 
Bible studies, outreach, and 

social activities.
All of the efforts have 

been part of a greater goal, 
to build a God-centered 
community of students. 

“The goal is really just 
to meet each student’s 
needs spiritually, regard-
less of what background or 
denomination they come 
from,” Alicia said.

—By sarah CroWDer

Joy Guthrie (left), president of SDMS, stands with Charlotte Henningsen, recipient 
of the Distinguished Educator Award, in Seattle, Wash., on September 21, 2012.
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Carolina News

Arden Church Members Think Big in evangelism
It was more than a 

year ago that the Arden, 
N.C.,	Church’s	Commu-
nity Outreach Committee 
started working on their 
2012	evangelism	program.	
With	much	prayer	and	dis-
cussion, 
they 
decided 
to do a 
series 
of short 
week-
end 
meet-
ings 
during 
a pe-
riod of nine months, start-
ing	in	September	2012.	The	
theme topic chosen was 
“Can I Really Trust God?” 

Their leap of faith 

was to ask some of the 
most well-known and best 
speakers in the denomina-
tion to come and do live 
presentations. God was 
surely leading and directing 
this committee.  

“Can 
I Trust 
God 
with the 
Mess 
in the 
World?”	
— Ron 
Halver-
son Jr., 
Septem-
ber 7, 8.

“Can I Trust God in 
Real	life?”	—	Dick	Stenbak-
ken,	October	19,	20.

“Can I Trust God with 
My	Happiness?”	—	Kelly	

Mowrer,	November	2,	3.
“Can I Trust God with 

My	Mess?”	—	Hyveth	Wil-
liams, December 7, 8.

“Can I Trust God to 
Show	Me	What	He	is	like?”		
—	David	Smith,	January	
4,	5.	

“Can I Trust God to let 
Me	Know	What	Will	Hap-
pen?”	—	Shawn	Boonstra,	
February	1,	2.	

“Can I Trust God to 
Change	Me?”	—	Karl	Haff-
ner,	March	1,	2.	

“Can I Trust God to 
listen to Me?” — Mark Fin-
ley,	April	26,	27.	

“Can I Trust God’s Plan 
for My life?” — Derek Mor-
ris, May 3, 4. 

The speakers give a 
presentation Friday and 
Sabbath	evening	at	7	p.m.,	

and	Sabbath	morning	at	11	
a.m. 

These meeting are 
being managed on a low-
cost budget with minimum 
market advertising. Arden 
Church is depending on 
their members to invite 
their friends and neighbors 
with personal invitations. 
They’re praying for God’s 
Spirit	to	touch	the	hearts	
of many people to attend 
these meetings, and to 
have an awesome experi-
ence with God the Father, 
God	the	Son,	and	God	the	
Holy	Spirit.	

For details, visit www.
canitrustgod.com

—By oWen spenCer

Fletcher Spanish Church Cuts Ribbon 
on new Facility

“I was glad when they 
said to me, ‘let us go into 
the house of the lORD,’” 
Psalm	122:1.

The	Fletcher,	N.C.,	
Spanish	Church	held	its	offi-
cial	open	house	on	July	28,	
2012,	after	several	years	of	
hard	work.	Samuel	Romero,	
Hispanic ministries direc-

tor; leslie louis, Carolina 
Conference president; and 
Moises	Sauza,	pastor	of	the	
Flether	Spanish	Church,	
were present at the ceremo-
ny to cut the ribbon.

The members are 
thrilled to say that God 
blessed them richly and 
always provided for their 

needs during the construc-
tion of their new church. 
Most of the work was done 
by the members, who gath-
ered	together	on	Sundays.	
Some	donated	their	labor,	
others donated materials. 
The women were very faith-
ful in preparing plentiful 
meals to feed the workers 

who labored 
in their mis-
sion from sun 
up until sun 
down. 

The near-
ly 80-member 
congregation 
has been 
meeting since 
their	first	Sab-
bath in the 

Fletcher Academy Chapel. 
Now	their	dream	of	having	
their own church has finally 
come true. 

The members are ready 
and excited to move on to 
the next task God has in 
mind.

—By mary romero
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Carolina News

lulama Rozani, mem-
ber of the Rockingham 
Cornerstone Church, was 
honored and recognized 
as	Teacher	of	the	Year	in	
Richmond	County,	N.C.,	
on August 
23,	2012.	An	
article that 
appeared 
in the 
Richmond 
County Daily 
Journal said 
the follow-
ing: 

Educa-
tors through-
out Rich-
mond Coun-
ty gathered 

on Thursday to recognize 
the	2012-13	Teachers	of	
the	Year	during	the	annual	
convocation ceremony at 
Cole Auditorium. 

Among the crowded 
seats 
were	State	
Representa-
tives	Ken	
Goodman 
and Gar-
land Pierce, 
school 
board 
mem-
bers and 
Richmond 
County 
Superin-
tendent 

George	Norris.	
lulama Rozani, a 

teacher at East Rocking-
ham	and	Mineral	Springs	
Elementary	Schools,	was	
honored as the system-
wide	Teacher	of	the	Year	
for	the	2012-13	school	year.	

last year’s Teacher of 
the	Year,	Mark	Burr,	pre-
sented the award and re-
ferred to Rozani as “poised, 
fun, and in control of her 
classroom,” a woman with 
a “quiet, can-do attitude.” 

Rozani has taught in 
Richmond County for seven 
years, and obtained a bach-
elor’s degree in music from 
the	University	of	Pretoria	in	
South	Africa,	and	an	M.E.D.	

in special education at Elon 
University.	

“I feel so small for this 
recognition,” Rozani said as 
she accepted her award. “I 
know	Who	my	real	role-
model and teacher is — it’s 
Jesus Christ … I want to 
thank all of the teachers for 
being such a great exam-
ple, and being so good at 
what they do.” 

Rozani also received 
a one-year lease on a car, 
courtesy	of	Griffin	Nissan.

—By Cynthia meJia

little Creek Fellowship Celebrates Grand opening
little Creek Adventist 

Fellowship celebrated its 
Grand Opening of phase 
1 of its building program 
on	Sabbath,	September	22,	
2012,	at	2585	little	Creek	
Church	Road,	Clayton,	N.C.	
It was indeed a grand day 
for members and guests. In 
January, the groups will be-
gin making plans for phase 
2,	a	section	to	house	the	
sanctuary and other needed 
rooms.

Six	years	ago,	in	Sep-
tember	of	2006,	a	small	
group from the Raleigh, 
N.C.,	Church	sensed	the	
need to plant a new church 
in	the	Clayton/Smithfield	
area. A group leader was 
selected, and Elizabeth 
Methodist Church gracious-
ly provided their historic 
facility as a meeting place 

for this small group of 
Sabbath-keeping	Christians.	
Thus, little Creek Adventist 
Fellowship was born.

The new church was 
immediately blessed with 
a generous donation of 30 
acres of land by John and 
Sara	Massey.	With	the	mot-
to	of	“Serving	with	Vision	
and Vitality,” the young 
church began to 
grow, and the 
group now has 
an average at-
tendance of 100 
each week.

On the 
front of the 
weekly bul-
letin are these 
words: “Reach-
ing out to John-
ston County 
and	the	World	

with God’s love,” but these 
are more than mere words 
for little Creek Fellowship 
— they are a way of life 
and living.

Some	of	the	ministries	
that are part of this reach-
ing out passion are a live 
stream of the worship 
service	each	Sabbath;	an	
active women’s ministries; 

vibrant youth and campus 
ministries; an energetic mu-
sic ministry; foreign mission 
ministries; health ministries; 
and men’s ministries.

Upon	entering	the	
new facility for little Creek 
Adventist Fellowship, you 
will be welcomed by a 
smiling greeter and handed 
a card with these words at 

the	bottom:		“When	
you walked in you 
were a visitor … 
Now	you	are	fam-
ily.” They invite you 
to come be a part of 
their family anytime.

Visit them 
online at www.lit-
tlecreekfellowship.
com.

—By Dan JarrarD

Rockingham Member Receives 
Teacher of the year Award
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Florida News

Florida Conference officers Re-elected

Mike Cauley was re-
elected president of Florida 
Conference on October 7, 
2012,	at	the	70th	Regular	
Constituency Meeting held 
on the campus of Forest 
lake Academy, Apopka, 
Fla. Cauley, who has served 
in	this	position	since	2003,	
is known for his passion for 
making disciples, “bring-
ing believers to spiritual 
maturity.” The president’s 
report reflected ways in 
which members around the 
Conference are reaching out 
to their communities.

Part of the adminis-
trative	team	since	2006,	
Carmen Rodriguez was 
re-elected as executive 

secretary. “Florida Confer-
ence has been intentional 
in growing and revitalizing 
its churches,” says Rodri-
guez. “As a result, God has 
expanded 
our territory.” 
There are 
248	churches	
and compa-
nies that now 
comprise 
the Florida 
Conference 
sisterhood 
of churches. 
During the 
past trien-
nium, mem-
bership has 
grown from 

58,844	to	61,234.
Re-elected as treasurer 

was Duane Rollins, who 
has served in this capacity 
since	2008.	“While	tithe	and	
offerings have shown some 
decline, both are on an 
upswing, which is a huge 
blessing to the churches,” 
says Rollins, “and, of 
course, the Conference 
is simply the sum of the 
churches.” He gives “praise 
to God for His leading the 
Florida Conference family 
through this yet incomplete 
recession.”

One of the most an-
ticipated recommendations 
brought to the floor by this 
past triennial Constitution 
and Bylaws Committee was 
to consider moving from a 
triennial to a quadrennial 
session. Delegates voted 

in favor of a quadrennial 
session, recognizing that 
it would facilitate a more 
prudent use of time, money, 
and resources.

Positioning For Vibrant 
Mission, the constituency 
session theme, was intro-
duced this summer in a spe-
cial Florida Focus Triennial 
Report given to delegates 
at regional meetings and 
mailed to Conference mem-
bers. The theme was carried 
over into the session in the 
officer’s reports.

Special	guests	of	the	
constituency session includ-
ed	North	American	Division	
President Dan Jackson who 
presented the devotional, 
and	Southern	Union	Confer-
ence	President	Ron	Smith,	
D.Min., Ph.D., who brought 
the	Nominating	Commit-

tee report to the 
floor.

Special	
recognition was 
given to those 
individuals who 
retired from 
Florida Confer-
ence employ 
during the trien-
nial period.

—By glaDys 
neigel

Florida Conference officers were re-elected at the 70th Regular 
Constituency Session. From left: President Mike Cauley and his 
wife, Dottie; Executive Secretary Carmen Rodriguez and her 
husband, Victor; and Treasurer Duane Rollins and his wife, 
Marilyn.

“While tithes and offerings have shown some decline, 
both are on an upswing, which is a huge blessing to the 
churches,” reported Duane Rollins, treasurer.
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Florida News

Middags Celebrate 60th wedding Anniversary
In	1950,	Barbara	Popp	

and	Norm	Middag,	students	
at Emmanuel Missionary 
College	(now	Andrews	Uni-
versity), met on the campus 
tennis courts. Impressed 
with Barbara’s athletic skills, 
Norm	became	her	ten-
nis partner in college and 
beyond. They were married 
June	22,	1952.

Norm	was	an	educator,	
pastor, and youth director 
in a career spanning 40-plus 
years. He served in Michi-
gan,	Southern	California,	
Northern	California,	Florida,	
and Potomac conferences 
before	joining	the	North	
American	Division	(NAD)	as	
Pathfinder, Adventurer, and 

camp ministries director.
When	Norm	was	with	

the	NAD,	he	coordinated	
development of the Ad-
venturer and 
Pathfinder 
curricula, and 
the Association 
of Adventist 
Camp Profes-
sionals. He was 
the originator 
of Camps For 
The Blind; and 
the	1991,	1992,	
and	1993	Witness	Through	
Rose Parade, floats spon-
sored and decorated by 
Pathfinders. As chairman of 
the Camporee Coordinating 
Committee,	Norm	helped	

launch	the	NAD	camporee	
program and its first nation-
al gathering of Pathfinders 
in	1985	at	Camp	Hale	near	

lead-
ville, 
Colo.

In 
addi-
tion to 
sup-
porting 
her 
hus-
band 

in ministry, Barbara taught 
French, music, and secre-
tarial science subjects at 
Battle Creek Academy in 
Michigan. Taking a break 
from the classroom to 

raise their family, Barbara 
returned to the workforce 
in the early 1970s to teach 
at Forest lake Academy, 
Apopka, Fla. later, she 
served at Potomac Confer-
ence, and as an administra-
tive secretary in the General 
Conference presidential 
office.

Norm	and	Barbara	
were blessed with three 
children: David, loren, and 
Renee Brownlow; and six 
grandchildren. The Middags 
are retired and make their 
home in Mount Dora, Fla. 
They are members of Forest 
lake Church in Apopka.

—By renee BroWnloW

Barbara and Norm Middag

Imagine	52	hours	with-
out electricity, electron-
ics, or any other modern 
conveniences! Five Florida 
Pathfinder Clubs — Elia-

thah, Forest 
lake, Mel-
bourne	Span-
ish, Palm Coast, 
and Tampa 
Spanish	—	
survived these 
very conditions 
while taking an 
island excur-
sion in July.

The Island 
Navigator	expe-
rience began as 
Pathfinders and 
staff boarded 
a	boat	in	the	Florida	Keys	
with	Ray	Saladino	at	the	
helm. The destination: one 
of the tranquil tropical 
islands	in	Molasses	Key.

Calvin Brooks, state 
Pathfinder administrator, 
accompanied by his as-
sistants, Francisco Forbes, 
Martha lewis, and Alex 

Ramirez, along with a 
youth staff team from the 
Reveille Pathfinder pro-
gram, taught classes in skin 
diving, reef fish, marine 
invertebrates, marine algae, 
and	tides.	Young	people	
were invigorated in natural 
surroundings outside of 
the traditional classroom as 
they studied the handiwork 

of their Creator “which the 
waters brought forth abun-
dantly,” Genesis	1:21	KJV.

Spiritual	highlights	of	
the weekend consisted of 
sermonettes, a panoramic 
view of God’s creation, 
and witnessing to the many 
visitors to the island.

—By Calvin BrooKs

Pathfinders Spend weekend on Tropical island

Alex Ramirez and Jennifer 
White admire a large 
Bahamas starfish found 
near Molasses Key.

Several dozen Pathfinders from five clubs participated in the Island Navigator 
program in the Florida Keys.
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Georgia-Cumberland News

Collegedale Spanish-American Group 
Celebrates 30 years

Almost 400 
people gathered 
September	14	and	
15	to	celebrate	the	
30th anniversary 
of the Collegedale 
Spanish-American	
Church (IHC) minis-
try. Friday’s program 
was held at the 
Collegedale	Spanish-
American Church, 
and	Sabbath	at	the	
Collegedale Adven-
tist	Middle	School	
(CAMS).

Manuel Mendiz-
abal, pastor of the 
Dalton, Ga., Hispan-
ic Church, and his 
wife, Graciela, repre-
sented churches that 
were organized for 
the ministry of IHC. 
Also gathered were 
students	from	Southern	Ad-
ventist	University	(SAU),	a	
large group of brothers and 
sisters that were members 
of the church during differ-
ent stages, present mem-
bers, and friends.

On Friday, the con-
secration worship was 
presented by Mendizabal. 
On	Sabbath	morning,	the	
traditional pass and review 
of the varying flags of each 
country represented took 
place. Representatives of 
each country proudly flew 
their respective flags while 
wearing their native dress. 
Danilo Cornejo, current 
IHC pastor, reviewed the 
Sabbath	School	lesson,	
“Promises for the Persecut-
ed.” During second service, 
Jim	Herman,	former	South-

ern chaplain, gave encour-
agement to the students to 
gather, study, and worship 
God in their own language; 
he restated the power of 
the	Word	of	God.

In the afternoon, the 
celebration continued with 
good music, the remem-
brance of the past 30 years 
through the use of slides 
and photos, and a message 
recorded from Gabriel Ruiz, 
a pastor from California. 
The festivities ended with 
a review of each country’s 
flag, with their particular 
anthems, and the use of 
several artificial fireworks.

IHC began toward the 
end of the 1970’s when a 
group of Hispanic students 
started	a	Sabbath	School	
class	in	Spanish	in	a	class-
room	at	Southern	Adven-

tist	University.	Ivan	Ruiz	
arrived to minister to this 
growing small group, and 
in	1982	it	was	organized	
as	the	Spanish-American	
Church of Collegedale. 

In	1985,	the	church	
was officially inaugurated.  
In January 1993, 11 years 
later, Gabriel Ruiz, pastor, 
arrived, and was used by 
God	to	initiate	the	Span-
ish work in Dalton, Cal-
houn, Rome, Chattanooga, 
Cleveland,	and	Knoxville.	
In	March	of	2001,	Manuel	
Mendizabal, pastor, came 
to Collegedale to serve 
at	the	church	until	2007.	
During his ministry, the 
churches of the Chatta-
nooga Hispanic community 
and	the	Soddy-Daisy	group	
were	organized.	In	Novem-
ber	of	2010,	the	church	

planted a new congrega-
tion in Ooltewah, under 
the leadership of Danilo 
Cornejo, pastor.

Without	a	doubt,	these	
30 years of history are a 
good reason to celebrate 
the blessings of God, and 
continue the mission of 
the church as a missionary 
church — generous and 
loving. 

As part of the 30th an-
niversary of the church, it 
was proposed to win one 
soul for Christ for each year 
of	service.	Until	the	day	of	
the anniversary, the lord 
has blessed the church with 
a	total	of	20	individuals.

—By Danilo CorneJo

A group of original members of the Collegedale Spanish-American Church celebrates 30 years.
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Georgia-Cumberland News

kleins Celebrate 60 years of Marriage
Al	and	Doralee	Klein	

celebrated their 60th wed-
ding anniversary 
at Calhoun, Ga., 
Church on August 
12,	2012.	

The couple 
met while at-
tending Andrews 
University	in	1951.	
In	1952,	they	were	
married in the Old 
Village Church. In 
1954	Al	graduated	
with a degree in 
theology.	Working	
together as a team, 
the	Kleins	served	
in Minnesota, 
Iowa, and Geor-
gia-Cumberland 

conferences. 
They pastored in 

Marietta, Ga.; Bowman 
Hills, Tenn.; Cascade Road 

Church, Atlanta, Ga., 
where they helped estab-

lish Atlanta Ad-
ventist Academy; 
Savannah,	Ga.;	
and Ellijay, Ga. Al 
continues to assist 
as a chaplain at 
Gordon Hospital, 
and both are ac-
tive members at 
Calhoun Church. 

They have 
four children: 
Theresa, Eddie, 
Kay,	and	lorinda;	
and six grandchil-
dren.

At their anniversary celebration, Al Klein sang “Let Me Call You Sweetheart” to 
his girl of 60 years, Doralee.

knoxville Members offer “let’s Move Day” options
The Health Ministries 

Department	of	the	Knox-
ville, Tenn., First Church 
organized a Vegetarian 
Cookout/let’s Move Day 
walk	for	September	23,	
2012.	They	offered	a	plant-
based meal (with recipes), 
and invited people to walk 
after the meal. 

Highlights:
•	About	60	people	

from the community came 
to the cookout/let’s Move 
Day. 

•	Two	people	request-
ed help in developing a 
personal relationship with 
God. 

•	The	churches	newly	
formed walking club 
spearheaded the let’s 
Move Day walk. Ap-
proximately	20	people	
got moving and walked a 
combined total of 43 miles. 

Children as young as four 
years old participated. 

•	A	Hindu	mom	
and daughter came to 
the cookout with neigh-
bors. The husband hadn’t 

wanted them to be in-
volved, but he was re-
cently diagnosed with high 
cholesterol. 

•	A	woman	who	was	
raised Adventist hit it off 

with the health ministries 
leader at church the day 
before the cookout/walk-
ing	event.	She	helped	pre-
pare the event food, and 
invited a friend who wants 
to develop a closer walk 
with the lord. A chef, he 
specializes in hamburg-
ers, and had never eaten a 
vegetarian burger. 

•	One	of	the	Knoxville	
Church members had not 
planned on going until she 
got a call from her co-
worker.	She	reassured	her	
co-worker that she would 
be there, and quickly 
called to get informa-
tion. The friend and her 
husband watched “Forks 
over	Knives”	and	hope	to	
change their lifestyle.

—By KimBerly CriDer

Knoxville, Tenn., First Church offered a vegetarian cookout 
and walk on September 23, 2012, for Let’s Move Day. About 60 
people from the community attended and the group walked a 
total of 43 miles.
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Gulf States News

Hattiesburg Church “wakes Up”
Had you visited the 

Hattiesburg, Miss., Church 
a couple of years ago you 
would have found a sleepy, 
small church filled with 
mostly older people and 
one or two children. But, 
that was before members 
Teena Armstrong, lanora 
Clark, Terrell and Patricia 
Moore, and Jimmy Brazell 
attended	the	Gulf	States	
Conference sponsored 
Church	Works	Program	last	
February.	“We	were	set	
on fire for the lord at that 
meeting, and the fire is still 
going,” explains Armstrong, 
the	Church	Works	coordi-
nator.

Armstrong and Clark 

felt the need for a chil-
dren’s ministries, and they 
began praying. “Don’t pray 
for something you’re not 
ready for,” Armstrong says. 
Children	now	fill	the	Sab-

bath	School	classes,	and	an	
Adventurer Club is being 
organized. A youth and 
young adult class has also 
started.

They prayed for ideas 
for community outreach, 
and the ideas kept coming. 
They organized a free car 
wash and gave away free 
popsicles.	With	the	pop-
sicles and car wash people 
were given a card with 
their church information on 
the back and a message on 
the	front	which	read,	“Sal-
vation is free just like this 
car wash or popsicle.”

Needed	supplies	for	a	
women’s abuse center are 
collected each week, and 

members have helped with 
repairs for the center.

Seven	members	helped	
with the renovation of an-
other member’s home. 

Activities in October in-
cluded the start of a wom-
en’s ministry, Vespers to 
close	the	Sabbath,	a	garage	
sale to help with expenses 
for an evangelistic meet-
ing planned for January, a 
blood drive at the church 
with the Red Cross, and a 
bike ride to raise money 
for multiple sclerosis that 
several members rode in.

—By reBeCCa griCe

Pictured is the Church Works 
Team that inspired their 
church.

Camp Alamisco Receives $10,000 Gift 
from native American Group

During	the	September	
Conference Executive Com-
mittee Meeting, the leader 
of the Porch Greek Indi-
ans presented a check for 
$10,000 to use for improve-
ments to Camp Alamisco. 
For a number of years this 
Native	American	group	
has brought from 70 to 80 
campers plus staff to the 
camp each summer. They 
provide the campers; Camp 
Alamisco staff conduct 
the programs and provide 
counselors and other staff.

Several	years	ago,	
James	Mangum,	Gulf	States	
youth and camp director, 
decided to reach out to the 
Native	American	children	
and	staff	spiritually.	Since	
that decision, the campers 
have received children’s 
tracts, copies of Steps to 

Christ, Desire of Ages, and 
at the request of the chil-
dren, Bibles for their par-
ents. The counselors have 
devotion with the children 
in their cabins every day. 
On Thursday evening the 
staff does a passion play. 
The literature, Bibles, 
passion play, and 
daily devotional 
study complemented 
by the nightly pro-
grams, have touched 
the hearts of the chil-
dren and the staff. As 
a result, a friendship 
has been formed 
between the Porch 
Creek Indians and 
the Alamisco staff.

 This year the 
leader of the group 
asked if they could 
help the camp with 

anything.	She	wanted	to	
bring the camp’s needs 
to the group’s next ex-
ecutive meeting. A list with 
different improvements 
needed and items that 
could benefit the camp was 
completed.	On	August	28,	

2012,	Mangum	received	
this email: “I hope that 
you are doing well. The 
endowment committee has 
awarded Camp Alamisco 
$10,000! I hope that this 
will be beneficial.” 

—By reBeCCa griCe

The leaders of the Porch Creek Indians gave James Mangum (second 
from left), Gulf States youth/camp director, a check during the Confer-
ence Executive Committee Meeting. Mel Eisele (right), president, looks on.
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Gulf States News

Gulf States Plans for new office Building
land has been pur-

chased to build a new Gulf 
States	Conference	office.	The	
seven-and-a-half-acre parcel 
is located on the east 
side of Montgomery, 
Ala., just north of 
Interstate	85.	Prior	
to the purchase, the 
Conference Executive 
Committee had voted 
its approval of the 
purchase after a visit 
to the site. 

After much re-
search and prayer, the 
Executive Committee 
voted	in	September	
to use the Alabama 
Design & Construc-
tion Company for the con-
struction of the facility. The 
proposed	25,000-square-foot	
building will include space 
for offices, a meeting room, 

the Adventist Book Center, 
and a warehouse. The tar-
geted	budget	is	$2.5	million	
for the new building without 

the office equipment and 
furnishings. 

When	the	present	Con-
ference office was built in 
the late 1970’s, the Confer-

ence had approximately 
6,000 members, compared 
to	almost	12,000	at	the	
present time. “The building 

has served the 
purpose for more 
than 30 years, but 
we have out-
grown it,” states 
Mel Eisele, Gulf 
States	president.	
“Three rooms 
have already been 
converted to office 
space from their 
designed	use.	We	
have two secre-
taries sharing the 
same office. There 
are two depart-

ment directors with their 
office in the hallway, and 
five volunteer or part-time 
department directors do not 
have any space to work in 

the office,” he adds.
Before the purchase 

of the land, the Executive 
Committee chose a com-
mittee to review the current 
building. One member was 
a licensed contractor. It was 
their opinion that the cost of 
remodeling and expanding 
the existing building along 
with meeting current codes 
would match or exceed 
what a new building would 
cost.

Eisele	says,	“We	chose	
teams to review buildings 
that were for sale, and asked 
a builder to give us an esti-
mate of the cost to remodel 
in order to meet our needs. 
It was his opinion we could 
build for less than we could 
purchase one of these build-
ings and remodel it.”

—By reBeCCa griCe

The seven-and-a-half-acre building site is adja-
cent to Interstate 85. The new office will be visible 
from the Interstate.

Bill Devine is new Ministerial Director
Bill Divine is the new 

ministerial director for the 
Conference. He and his 
wife, Renee, are native 
Mississippians. They met at 
Jones County Junior Col-
lege, and have been hap-
pily	married	for	25	years.	

They moved to Berrien 
Springs,	Mich.,	in	June	of	
1990 to enroll unsponsored 
in the seminary. Bill was 
hired	by	Gulf	States	in	the	
spring of 1991, and gradu-
ated from the seminary in 
December	of	1992.	With	a	
couple of brief exceptions, 
Divine has been working 
for the Conference ever 
since. Renee works as an 
accountant.

Their vision for the 
ministry is five-fold. First, 

they believe in 
worshipping the 
lord, and uplifting 
Him must always 
remain the focus 
of their existence, 
personally and 
corporately.	Sec-
ond, they believe 
evangelism in all 
of its forms must 
always be the 
primary mission 
of the churches. 
Evangelistic, in-
novative thinking 
should be a way 
of life. Third, they 
believe children 
should be a prior-
ity	in	every	church.	When	
the children get involved, 
the rest will follow. Fourth, 

they desire to see the 
churches come alive with 
activities for all ages. last, 
but not least, they feel very 

strongly about the 
need to support 
the pastors and 
their wives. Just 
like every church 
member, the pas-
tors’ families need 
a pastor!

 Having gone 
through some 
extremely dif-
ficult situations 
themselves, the 
Divines have 
an unyielding 
burden to be “in 
the field” with the 
pastors, encour-
aging them, and 
helping them in 

their faithful and oftentimes 
difficult ministries. 

—By reBeCCa griCe

Bill and Renee Divine are humbled to be entrusted 
with the important responsibility of Gulf States min-
isterial director.
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Kentucky-Tennessee News

leach Church Members Hold vBS
leach Church mem-

bers in Cedar Grove, 
Tenn., held a Vacation 
Bible	School	(VBS)	led	by	
Jo Brawner, director, June 
24-29,	2012.	Approximately	
20	children	attended,	with	
more than half of the chil-
dren from non-Adventist 
families in the Cedar Grove 
community.

This year’s theme, “Bug 
Zone,”	inspired	decora-
tions, games, and activities 
for the children to enjoy 
and learn of their amazing 
God and His love for all. 
Both adults and children 
enjoyed	Pin	the	Stinger	on	
the Bee, Flyswatter Races, 
and the Bucket Head 
game. Everyone received 

Bug	Zone	T-shirts	and	
name tags to wear through-
out the week. 
Participants 
designed and 
constructed 
picture frames 
and bluebird 
houses in the 
craft house, led 
by	Aaron	Sirk,	
church elder.

The week 
of fun and 
learning cul-
minated with a 
hot dog roast 
and hay ride 
with Jim and 
Sandy	Gentry,	
who provided the tractor 
and hay wagon.

The week ended with 
family night for the chil-

dren to invite parents and 
families to show and tell 

about	their	week	of	VBS	
activities.	More	than	50	

family members 
from the commu-
nity participated 
in family night 
activities.

A follow-up 
Pizza Back-to-
School	Night	was	
held in August, 
inviting the par-
ticipants to return 
to	sing	VBS	songs,	
have fun with left-
over craft supplies, 
and play favorite 
Bug	Zone	games.	

—By DeBorah 
Barger

Jo Brawner, VBS director, and VBS staff Eric and Jen-
nifer Junker, Shauna Sirk, and Charity Pierce pose with 
participants.

Conference Hires new evangelist, Trainer
The 

Kentucky-Ten-
nessee Confer-
ence recently 
created a new 
ministry posi-
tion that has 
lain dormant 
for more than 
23	years	—	a	
Conference 
evangelist. 
Kieth	Noll	
assumed this 
position on 
September	1,	
2012.	As	the	
new Confer-
ence evange-
list,	Noll	will	have	a	dual	
role. First, he will conduct 
three evangelistic series per 
year, utilizing these series 
as a field school for area 
pastors and members to 
learn evangelistic methods 

while at the same time 
winning souls for Christ. 
The second role is that of 
trainer.	Noll	will	coordi-
nate a sequence of train-
ing weekends in each of 
the	three	target	areas	9-12	
months before the reaping 

series begin. In 
this way, he will 
partner with local 
pastors and lead-
ers to develop 
a	culture	(DNA)	
of evangelism in 
the local church. 
These train-
ing weekends 
will cover such 
topics as “Mak-
ing Friends for 
Christ,”	“Servant	
Evangelism,” 
“How to Find 
Interests and 
Give	Bible	Stud-
ies,” and “Guide-

lines for Visiting Inactive 
Members.” This lifestyle 
evangelism will make the 
proclamational evangelism 
much more effective. 

Noll	is	uniquely	quali-
fied to fill this position. 

He, and his wife, Marjie, 
became Adventists in 1979 
after attending evangelis-
tic	meetings	in	St.	Joseph,	
Missouri.	Noll	quickly	gave	
up his job as a manager 
for a meat processing plant 
and became a literature 
evangelist for four years, 
followed by another five 
years as a publishing as-
sistant. He was then called 
to be a pastor in 1988, and 
has served as a pastor-
evangelist in four different 
conferences: Iowa-Missouri, 
Kentucky-Tennessee,	
Washington,	and	Oklaho-
ma. In all of these places, 
he has conducted multiple 
training events, public 
meetings, and creative 
community outreaches. 

—By DaviD hartman

Kieth and Marjie Noll
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Kentucky-Tennessee News

women’s Ministries Grow Deeper
When	the	“topsoil”	I	or-

dered for our yard arrived, 
I was in shock. I had spent 
a good share of my life in 
Michigan where the soil is 
rich, dark, and easy to turn 
for planting. This soil didn’t 
look anything like I had 
envisioned; it was orange, 
full of small stones, and 
hard as a rock! In 
Matthew 13, Jesus 
is very clear in His 
teaching about the 
“soils.” It’s impera-
tive to be “good 
soil” or you can’t 
bear fruit. The 
themes for the 
2012	women’s	and	
young women’s 
retreats were all 
based on learn-
ing how to have a deeper, 
richer, more meaningful 
relationship with God. 

In	the	Kentucky-
Tennessee Conference, the 
Hispanic	Women’s	Retreat	
has grown from 100 in at-
tendance two years ago, to 
this year’s 171 women, in-

cluding 10 non-Adventists . 
Guest speaker Jillen Molina, 
from Puerto Rico, spoke on 
the	theme,	“Do	You	Want	
to	See	Jesus?”	Many	of	the	
women were particularly 
touched during a special 
communion	service	Sab-
bath afternoon. One woman 
summed it up: “I could feel 

the presence of God every-
where!”

The following week-
end,	65	high	school-age	
young women from across 
Kentucky	and	Tennes-
see met at Indian Creek 
Camp	for	the	annual	Young	
Women’s	Retreat.	The	

theme, “Climb Higher,” 
resonated with speakers 
and best friends, Michelle 
Doucoumes and Candace 
Tuazon. Doucoumes and 
Tuazon shared personal 
stories and practical ways 
to witness for Jesus while 
inspiring the young women 
to stay connected in their 

relationship with 
God. 

The first of 
two women’s 
retreats was at-
tended by 187 
women. Guest 
speaker Tamyra 
Horst, women’s 
ministries and 
communication 
director for the 
Pennsylvania 

Conference, used personal 
stories	to	make	Scripture	
come alive! Her very real 
and practical presentations 
struck a cord in every wom-
an’s	heart.	On	Sabbath	after-
noon the women went lake-
side. Bowls of red-colored 
water and vases filled with 

dozens of pure white roses 
framed a picturesque view 
of the waterfront. Confes-
sions written on a scrap of 
dissolvable paper were im-
mersed in the scarlet water, 
and in return each woman 
received a white rose as 
a symbol of the cleansing 
and purifying work of Jesus’ 
blood.	Stepping	into	the	
lake water, each woman 
released their white rose 
petals into the current sym-
bolizing the fruit of a life 
washed and cleansed as it 
flows out to the world. One 
woman said, “The service 
by the lake was a little part 
of Heaven. It touched my 
heart!”

Jesus said, “good soil” 
comes from a heart that not 
only hears and receives the 
seed, but “understands” the 
message	of	the	Kingdom	
of Heaven! The women in 
the	Kentucky-Tennessee	
Conference are “Growing 
Deeper!”

—By gail mCKenZie

Women release their white rose petals into the lake.

Millers Recognized for Service
During the worship 

service	on	Sabbath,	Septem-
ber	1,	2012,	Bill	and	Ana	
Miller were honored for 
their many years of faithful 
service	to	the	Seventh-day	
Adventist Church. Brian 
Hadley, pastor, preached 
on four qualities of spiritual 
leaders, and challenged 
the congregation to fulfill 
the call God has placed on 
each one to be a spiritual 
leader. After the sermon, 
the Millers were presented 
with a beautiful plaque to 

commemorate their faithful 
service to God.

Ana (Mills) Miller 
began her service with the 
Alabama-Mississippi Confer-
ence as a secretary in 1964 
and served there until mov-
ing	to	the	Kentucky-Ten-
nessee Conference in 1969. 
She	worked	in	the	treasury	
department	there	until	2004	
when she retired.

Bill Miller spent more 
than 36 years in continuous 
service in the publishing 
work.	Starting	in	1957,	he	

worked for three-and-a-half 
years as a literature evan-
gelist before being called to 
the Florida Conference as 

an assistant publishing di-
rector. During the course of 
the next 33 years, he served 
the	Kentucky-Tennessee,	
Alabama-Mississippi (Gulf 
States),	Carolina,	Ohio,	
Southern	Union,	Georgia-
Cumberland, and Florida 
conferences. He retired in 
1993.

The Millers continue 
serving the lord in their 
local church in Dickson, 
Tenn.

—By Brian haDley

Ana and Bill Miller
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South Atlantic News

CAA Dedicates Students, opens School Store

Atlanta Boulevard Celebrates 
victorious Basketball Season

A special dedication 
service for the returning and 
new students of Carolina 
Adventist Academy (CAA) 
was	held	in	Whiteville,	N.C.,	
only four days after the start 
of the new school term. The 
brainchild	of	Karen	Taylor,	
principal/teacher, the event 
put emphasis on the spiritual 
impact that Christian educa-
tion makes on a child, and 
let each child know they 
have a special calling from 
God and are accountable to 
Him.

Several	prayers	were	
given by representatives 
from the teachers, the home, 
and the church: Eunice 
Hughes, Richard Berry, 
M.D.,	and	Stephan	Davis,	
pastor,	respectively.	Special	
prayers were also spoken for 

the guardians 
of the students, 
whether par-
ent, grandpar-
ent, aunt, or 
uncle; and 
many realized, 
once again, 
how solemn a 
child’s eventual 
destiny is.

CAA Choir 
performed, led 
by high school 
student Aisha 
Mcleary. “They 
did beauti-
fully for school having only 
started four days before,” 
remarked an aunt of one of 
the students.

To climax the evening, 
the inauguration of the 
first CAA school store was 

launched, with Charlene 
Berry, CAA chairperson, 
and	Stephen	Davis,	pastor	
of Praise Tabernacle Church 
(which houses CAA), cutting 
the ribbon. Healthy veg-
etarian snacks, homemade 
bread, school supplies, and 

gently used uni-
forms and ties 
are available for 
purchase. This 
will be a year-
long fundraiser 
for the school 
in hopes that it 
will help with 
expenses, as 
well as provide 
income to help 
more students 
attend CAA.

Continue to 
pray for all Ad-
ventist Christian 

schools, for they are more 
than educational institutions 
— they are an evangelistic 
field.

—By Charlotte 
 verrett, m.D.

“Victory! Victory!” is 
what fans are chanting as 
Atlanta Boulevard Church 
members celebrate the end 
of a winning basketball 
season. Boulevard’s Basket-
ball league, the Boulevard 
Warriors,	consists	of	four	
teams: Peewees, coached 
by leonard Morant, Charles 
Trotman, and Reginald 
Wardell;	and	youth,	men,	
and women, who are 
coached by Terrance Talton. 
Three of these teams — the 
men, women, and peewees 
—	won	the	2012	ES	Portis	
Georgia	Youth	Federation	
State	Championship.	Follow-
ing the state championship, 
the men and women went 
on	to	win	the	2012	South	

Atlantic Conference Champi-
onship.

The women, who had 
not had a team for several 
years, also completed the 
basketball season in grand 
style.	With	the	high	scoring	
plays	of	lee	Ann	Watson,	
the women of Boulevard 
outplayed the women of 
Greensboro,	N.C.,	East	
Market	Street	Church	for	the	
South	Atlantic	Conference	
Championship. 

For their victories as first 
place	winners	of	the	2012	
ES	Portis	Georgia	Youth	
Federation	State	Champion-
ship	and	the	South	Atlantic	
Conference Championship, 
trophies were presented to 
the teams and coaches by 

Patrick	Carter,	South	Atlantic	
youth ministries director.

Coach Talton attributed 
the teams’ winning streaks 
to great talent, a love for the 
sport, continuity, and con-
sistent participation by the 
players. The same players 
return year after year to be a 
part of the Boulevard team. 

The benefits of play-
ing on a church-sponsored 
basketball league include 
unparalleled opportunities 
for players to practice and 
grow in their faith. Accord-
ing to Talton, many of the 
young men in the basketball 
program come from the 
local community and are 
non-Adventists, giving the 
Adventist players an oppor-

tunity to witness for Christ, 
and reach out and give spiri-
tual guidance to the players. 
Each practice session starts 
with prayer and wor-
ship. The coaches convey 
words of wisdom in a daily 
“thought	for	the	day.”	While	
winning is a byproduct of an 
excellent basketball program 
at Boulevard, reaching out 
to the community through 
basketball to win souls for 
Christ is the program’s mis-
sion.	Several	players	have	
been baptized in the Adven-
tist Church since becoming 
members of the basketball 
teams.

—By Betty J. Bailey

Stephen Davis, pastor, and Charlene Berry, CAA chairper-
son, cut the ribbon to officially open the CAA school store.
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South Atlantic News

Shiloh Members Host Annual Health Fair
Shiloh	Church,	Charles-

ton,	S.C.,	health	ministries	
hosted their annual Health 
Fair	on	May	20,	2012.	The	
theme was “let’s Move 
Toward Better Health.” More 
than	200	individuals,	includ-
ing adults and children, 
attended. The objective of 
the Health Fair was to teach 
the congregation and com-
munity the importance of a 
healthy and active lifestyle, 
along with physical activities 
necessary for the reduction 
of adult and childhood obe-
sity, and to provide a variety 
of healthy food choices.

The program empha-
sized the Eight laws of 
Health:		Nutrition,	Exercise,	
Water,	Sunlight,	Temper-
ance, Air, Rest, and Trust in 

God.
Vari-

ous health-
screening 
stations aimed 
at educating 
participants 
about their 
body func-
tions were 
offered: ex-
ercise, blood 
pressure, BMI, 
cholesterol 
screenings, 
weight check, 
fasting glucose, massage 
therapy, aromatherapy, 
physician consultation, and 
spiritual counseling.

Many vendors from the 
community were on hand to 
help achieve the objectives. 

Roper	Saint	Francis	Health-
care supplied equipment 
and staff. Hayne’s Farmers’ 
Market supplied fresh fruits 
and vegetables at wholesale 
prices.

A drawing was held 
which included all partici-

pants in the fair. 
A bicycle, scooter, 
and a fruit basket 
were awarded to 
the winners.

The objec-
tives were met 
in the promotion 
of a healthier 
congregation and 
community. The 
personal min-
istries staff was 
instrumental in 
the provision of 
spiritual counsel-

ing, which resulted in seven 
individuals who requested 
Bible studies. To God be the 
glory!

—By Charmaine Cohen 

Pictured are Eugene Hamilton (center), pastor, and mem-
bers of Shiloh Church in Charleston, S.C.

You too can have your values live on. Contact your local conference or
university Planned Giving and Trust Services representative today to learn how.

To read more about the Wades’ story, go to www.southernunion.com/PlannedGiving
and click on their story.

Gulf  States members, Dewitt and Dorothy Wade, planned
carefully so the Lord's work as well as their family would benefit
from their estate. From the sale of  valuable property, the ministry
of  six church organizations is being blessed. This includes their
local church and school. As they rest in the blessed hope, their
spiritual values continue to be fulfilled.

Southern Adventist University Carolyn Liers 423-236-2818
Southeastern Brent Waldon 352-735-3142
South Central Michael Harpe 615-226-6500
South Atlantic Lawrence Hamilton 404-792-0535
Oakwood University Fred Pullins 256-726-8278
Kentucky-Tennessee Lin Powell 615-859-1391

Gulf States Rick Hutchinson 334-272-7493
Georgia-Cumberland Mitch Hazekamp 706-629-7951
Florida Phil Bond 407-644-5000
Carolina Ken Ford 704-596-3200
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South Central News

New	Covenant	Church	
in Memphis, Tenn., ex-
perienced an avant-garde 
transmission of the Gospel 
on	August	25,	2012.		When	
the church communication 
department invited Mi-
chael	Harpe,	South	Central	
Conference communica-
tion director, to speak for a 
communication/technology 

emphasis, they had no idea 
what was forthcoming.

Several	weeks	ahead,	
Harpe conversed and 
consulted often with David 
Steede	II,	New	Covenant	
pastor, and church leaders 
in the organization of the 
day. The communication, 
media, youth, and music 
departments with others 

were involved 
as the day 
approached. 
It was meticu-
lously planned, 
and many were 
engaged for 
this special oc-
casion — and 
special it was.

Harpe 
arrived on 
Friday with an 
entourage of 
communication 
experts, and 
immediately 
renovated the 
media sources 
available, 
rewired, ran 
lines, devel-

oped hot spots to set the 
stage for what turned out 
to be a truly blessed day in 
the lord.

The worship experi-
ence was augmented with 
technical features utilizing 
computers, smart phones, 
and other technological 
devices. One example, 
the pastor’s cell number 
was made available on the 
screen prior to intercessory 

prayer, and the members 
were instructed to text in 
their prayer requests. The 
pastor prayed holding his 
cell phone, recognizing, 
and praying for requests 
simultaneously as they 
were texted to his number, 
a practice he now contin-
ues. Also, members were 
encouraged during prayer 
time to text a friend or 
family member the follow-
ing, “Its prayer time at our 
church and we are pray-
ing for you now.” They 
were similarly instructed to 
“Tweet” and use Facebook 
to share inspirational com-
ments throughout the day.

During the worship 
service, the members were 
blessed with great mu-
sic from Bryan Cordell, 
Delcy	Jones,	New	Cov-
enant Church Choir; and a 
Bible-reading dramatization 
by	Sweet	Gap	Productions;	
Chris	McNish,	manager;	
Sandra	Burton;	and	Bryan	
Cordell from Huntsville, 
Ala., which moved the 
congregation to its feet in 
honor and praise to God.  
Harpe preached a power-

new Covenant Church Holds 
Technology Service, workshop

Many responded to the altar call as a result of the Lord using Michael Harpe, 
South Central Conference communication director, who preached a powerful, 
engaging message.

Some brought laptops to be connected for the technology 
service.

Many were encouraged to use their devices to “text,” “Tweet,” and use 
Facebook to share inspirational comments throughout the day.
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South Central News

ful, engaging message, 
and utilized many facets of 
technology: media, includ-
ing video and music clips, 
an iPad, PowerPoint, and a 
docking station for his lap-
top near the pulpit — the 
controls were just a click 
away.

Many returned for the 
afternoon seminars and Ad-
ventist	Youth	(AY)	program	
where desired technology 
gifts were given away dur-
ing periodic drawings.

It was an informa-
tive, fun-filled evening that 
included seminars from 
Harpe (Gadgets and the 
Gospel),	Sandra	Burton	
(Social	Media	and	the	Gos-

pel),	and	Karen	Smith	(In-
ternet	Safety,	PG-13	for	the	
Whole	Family).	The	theme	
for the day was “Gadgets, 
Social	Media,	and	the	Gos-
pel.” The members were 
so engaged that several 
volunteered to share in the 
afternoon workshops and 
activities. It was an interac-
tive, exciting environment. 
One member joined in the 

discussion by sharing the 
benefits of his electronic 
Bible, Seventh-day Adven-
tist Commentaries, E.G. 

White	writings,	and	the	
Sabbath	School	lesson.

For part one of the 
afternoon	AY	program,	
Dominique	McNish,	from	
Huntsville, gave special 
music.	Selita	Harpe,	Michael	
Harpe’s wife, recruited 
several youth to send in-
spirational text messages to 
members in the audience 
just to show how a simple 

text message can be an 
effective witnessing/encour-
agement tool.

While	this	was	going	
on	Clint	Davis	of	New	Cov-
enant, for part two of the 
AY	program,	took	a	youth	
group news team to the 
mall, a barbershop, and in 
the community to do inter-
views. The idea was to find 
out how much the commu-
nity	knew	about	Seventh-
day Adventists. As a result 
of the interviews, the youth 
proceeded to share what 
Adventist Christians were 
about, and invited their 
contacts to a 
New	Cove-
nant Church 
worship 
service. The 
youth used 
their phones 
to video the 
interviews 
— technol-
ogy was 
used to wit-
ness. They 
brought 
back foot-
age of their 

interviews to share with the 
congregation.

The technology gifts 
were sponsored by the 
South	Central	Commu-
nication Department. In 
between each session, a 
member’s name was drawn 
from the registration cards 
where a name and cell 
number was written. Instead 
of calling out the name, an 
on-the-spot call was made, 
and then the ringing cell 
phone was answered by the 
recipient to receive a gift.

At the end of a mag-
nificent,	Spirit-filled	day,	a	
Kindle	Fire	and	a	Nexus	7	
Tablet were given away. 
The workshops showed 
how technology devices 
can be used for the further-
ance of the Gospel. It was a 
technologically blessed day 
that the members will never 
forget!  The entire day was 
an example of how gadgets 
can be used to augment the 
presentation and sharing 
of the Gospel and assist 
soul winning and kingdom 
building.

—By DaviD steeDe ii

During his message, Michael Harpe, South Central Conference 
communication director, utilized many facets of technology.

David Steede II, pastor, and his wife, Wanda, 
enjoyed the day and Steede used his device, too.

 A Bible-reading dramatization by Sweet Gap Productions, Chris 
McNish, manager; Sandra Burton; and Bryan Cordell from 
Huntsville, Ala., moved the congregation to its feet in honor and 
praise to God. 

C
ar

o
ly

n
 D

av
is

C
ar

o
ly

n
 D

av
is

C
ar

o
ly

n
 D

av
is

N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 2  •  T I D I N G S        27



Southeastern News

Upon	his	arrival	to	the	
Valdosta,	Ga.,	area,	Win-
ston Taylor, pastor, visited 
the City Hall to introduce 
himself as the new pastor of 
Grace Fellowship Church. 
Taylor offered the services 

of the church to the city in 
any capacity needed. Mara 
Register, assistant to the city 
manager, shared with Taylor 
the city’s goal to rehabilitate 
communities that were being 
destroyed. The city’s latest 

project was to fix a com-
munity’s canal which would 
culminate in a big clean-up 
event	on	a	Saturday.	Taylor	
wondered how his church 
could be of assistance to the 
city while maintaining the 
integrity	of	the	Sabbath.

Grace Fellowship’s 
elders met for a ‘think-tank’ 
and decided that the work-
ers would need breakfast 
and lunch. The Pathfind-
ers, under the leadership of 
Gale Benton, volunteered 
to make and serve breakfast 
and lunch for the workers. 
The city accepted the mem-
bers’ offer, and plans were 
set in motion.

On the appointed 
Sabbath	morning,	Grace	Fel-

lowship’s Pathfinders were 
among the first on the scene, 
and they set up a table of 
healthy breakfast items. 
Eugene Hayes led the entire 
work force into devotional 
prayer.

Carla	Newton	and	her	
team prepared packages of 
information about Grace 
Fellowship to be given to 
the workers, along with 
water, hand sanitizer, and a 
wristband with the church’s 
name and phone number. 
The city workers took the 
leftover lunches and packag-
es of information and shared 
them with the residents in 
the community.

Grace Fellowship Church Members Assist City Hall

“Good news Gospel explosion” Crusade
Brought 52 individuals to Christ

Eugene Hayes and the members of Grace Fellowship Church in 
Valdosta, Ga., offer grace for the breakfast they prepared for the 
city workers and community.

lighthouse Church in 
Ft. lauderdale, Fla., has a 
passion for soul winning. 
Consequently, the church 
organized	the	“Good	News	
Gospel Explosion Crusade,” 
which was conducted by 
Claudius Morgan, evangelist 
from	the	St.	Vincent	Region	
of	the	Caribbean	Union	and	
author of the book, Preach-
ing	the	Good	News.	The	
crusade was held from July 
14	until	August	11,	2012.

During the evangelistic 
series, Morgan preached 
27	inspiring,	soul-winning	
sermons which, through 
the influence of the Holy 
Spirit,	motivated	52	indi-
viduals to surrender their 
lives to Christ. In addition, 
he performed a memorable 
wedding ceremony for 

two couples who not only 
dedicated their lives to each 
other, but also to their lord 
and	Savior	Jesus	Christ.

“Morgan is God’s man 
for such a time as this. He 
has always been known as 
a very practical, humorous 
evangelist who calls sin by 
its right name,” said Curtis 
Powell, lighthouse Church 
pastor. “He did not sugar-
coat anything. As a result, 
everyone who listened was 
able to connect with the 
inspiring, spirit-filled experi-
ences, and true-to-life mes-
sages that help prospective 
members to commit their 
lives to the lord.”

“As a pastor it is a joy to 
see people surrender their 
lives to Christ, and even 
much more so, Heaven 

rejoices over one soul that 
submits his life to God,” 
said Morgan. He 
further declared 
that when one 
gives his life 
to Christ, he 
becomes a child 
of	the	King,	as	
related by John 
1:12.

Morgan also 
reminded the 
congregation 
that Jesus paid 
the price with 
His life; there-
fore, when we 
accept Him we are no lon-
ger a child of wrath, but one 
who is entitled to eternal life 
with the transfer from sin to 
righteousness.

Morgan reminds all that 

Jesus wants them to have a 
personal relationship with 

Him. He summons everyone 
to	spend	time	in	the	Word	
of God in order to grow 
spiritually.

—By Juliet DunKley

At the conclusion of the Good News Gospel 
Explosion, 52 individuals were baptized. 
Pictured are Curtis Powell (left), Lighthouse 
Church pastor; Claudius Morgan, Good News 
Gospel Explosion evangelist; Richard Lindsay, 
head elder; and the newly baptized members.
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Southeastern News

Mt. Sinai Church Trains youth Deaconesses

william Byrd Selected 
Miami Urban league Board Chairman

At a time 
when the 
youth seem 
to be drifting 
into society’s 
norms, four 
young women 
— sisters 
Stephanie	
and Carlette 
McKenzie,	
Jhene Benta, 
and Heather 
King	—	have	
volunteered to 
be trained as 
junior deacon-
esses	at	Mt.	Sinai	Church	in	
Orlando, Fla.

At a communion 
service on October 6, the 
young women performed 
under a different kind of 
peer	pressure.	Under	the	
watchful eyes of the entire 
church, they lifted the cloth 
uncovering the communion 
emblems, then in perfect 
unison and with precision, 
folded and secured the 
communion cloth to rous-
ing amens from the congre-
gation. It was also revealed 

that the unleavened bread 
which the church partook 
of was prepared by the 
young deaconesses.

While	communion	
service is well rooted in 
the fabric of Adventist 
beliefs and traditions, Mt. 
Sinai’s	celebration	of	the	
event was three-fold and 
very special. First, it was 
communion.	Second,	it	
celebrated the very first set 
of junior deaconess. And 
third, there are three gen-
erations of women actively 
serving at the same time in 

that department.
Julia Howard is 

the head deaconess. 
Her daughter, Carlotta 
Howard-McKenzie	
is the deaconess in 
charge of the junior 
deaconesses of which 
her two daughters, 
Carlette	and	Stephanie	
McKenzie,	are	proud	
to be a part. The 
department hopes that 
more young women 
will become inter-

ested, and volunteer to be 
trained for service to Jesus 
and	Mt.	Sinai.

Proverbs	22:6	plainly	
says to “Train up a child in 
the way he should go: and 
when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.”

Mt.	Sinai’s	pastors	are	
very proud of their junior 
deaconesses, and they say 
“well done” to the depart-
ment!

—By Kathleen Williams

At its 69th annual 
meeting,	the	Urban	league	
of Greater Miami, Inc., 
selected	William	Byrd,	
Ephesus Church pastor, as 
chairman of its Board of 
Directors.

“We	are	very	excited	
by this selection.  Pastor 
Byrd’s willingness to serve 
as our leader for the next 
two years is a blessing,” 

said	T.	Willard	Fair,	presi-
dent/CEO	of	the	Urban	
league.

The	Urban	league	of	
Greater Miami is an affili-
ate	of	the	National	Urban	
league, and a partner 
agency	of	the	United	Way	
of Miami-Dade County.

Its mission is to 
improve the living and 
working conditions of fe-

male heads of households 
who live in liberty City, 
a community in Miami-
Dade County. Its operating 
budget	is	in	excess	of	$25	
million.

—By r. launita gaiter

Stephanie McKenzie (left), Heather King, Jhen Ben-
ta, and Carlette McKenzie are Mt. Sinai Church’s 
first set of junior deaconesses.

Jhen Benta and Carlette McKenzie uncover the communion 
table during their first time officiating at a communion service.
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in Memoriam: emerson A. Cooper, Ph.D., 
1924-2012

Emerson A. Cooper 
was	born	January	15,	1924,	
in the Republic of Panama, 
the last of five children 
born to the late Daniel 
Francis	and	Wilette	lashley	
Cooper. He spent his youth 
in	the	Canal	Zone,	where	
he received an American-
style elementary and junior 
high school education. He 
immigrated	to	the	United	
States	in	1945	after	reading	
about Oakwood College 
in Message Magazine. He 
chose to attend Oakwood 
over Tuskegee Institute, 
despite the presence of 
George	Washington	Carver,	
Ph.D., at the latter, because 
Oakwood offered a major 
in chemistry and Tuskegee 
did not. However, after 
arriving at Oakwood, he 
was greatly disappointed 
(and wept, in fact) to learn 
he could not enroll until he 
had completed high school. 
Through persistence and 
determination, Cooper 
completed his high school 
requirements in one year, 
graduating from Oakwood 
Academy in 1946, and then 
completed the require-
ments for his bachelor of 
arts degree in physical sci-
ence at Oakwood College 
in two-and-one-half years, 
and began his teaching ca-
reer at Oakwood in the fall 
of 1948. Although raised 
in the Anglican Church, 
Cooper received and ac-
cepted the Third Angels’ 
Message while a student at 
Oakwood, and was bap-
tized	into	the	Seventh-day	
Adventist Church in 1946 

by C. E. Moseley. 
In 1949, Cooper mar-

ried his college sweet-
heart, the former Marjorie 
Stephens,	also	a	1948	
Oakwood graduate. Their 
union was blessed with 
three children: Roslyn, a 
managed	care	nurse	(RN);	
Stephen,	a	critical	care	
nurse	(RN);	and	Margo,	a	
patent law professor with a 
previous career as a chemi-
cal engineer. 

While	on	a	study	
leave from Oakwood Col-
lege during the academic 
year	1950-51,	Cooper	also	
worked as a chemist and 
later a consultant for the 
Metric Chemical Company 
in	New	York	City.	One	of	
the products he developed 
while at this company was 
named “Emersite” in his 
honor. Cooper continued 
his love for learning at 
the Polytechnic Institute 
of Brooklyn, where he 
received	a	M.S.	degree	
in	chemistry	in	1954.	In	
1959,	he	received	a	Ph.D.	
degree in chemistry from 
Michigan	State	Univer-
sity. This earned him the 
distinction of being the 
first holder of an Oakwood 

undergraduate degree to 
earn a doctoral degree. 
Cooper also participated 
in	several	National	Science	
Foundation sponsored 
post-doctoral professional 
development institutes, 
and was the first Oakwood 
faculty member to receive 
a federal grant. During his 
tenure he received ap-
proximately	$200,000	in	
federal grants, laying the 
foundation for a research 
program that has enhanced 
Oakwood’s scientific image 
and competitiveness during 
the years. 

Cooper’s total ser-
vice to Oakwood College 
spanned 49 years, almost 
half of a century. After 
beginning his tenure in 
1948, he rose through the 
academic ranks, becoming 
a	full	professor	in	1959,	a	
distinction he held until his 
retirement	in	1992.	Cooper	
also served in a variety of 
administrative positions in-
cluding chair of the Chem-
istry Department, chair 
of	the	Division	of	Natural	
Sciences	and	Mathematics,	
dean of academic affairs, 
and interim president. His 
academic positions at other 
institutions of higher edu-
cation include visiting pro-
fessor	of	chemistry,	Univer-
sity	of	Wisconsin,	Madison,	
Wisc.;	visiting	professor	of	
chemistry,	Kentucky	State	
University,	Frankfort,	Ky.;	
visiting lecturer in chemis-
try,	Alabama	A	&	M	Univer-
sity, Huntsville, Ala.; and 
visiting lecturer in organic 
chemistry,	University	of	

Alabama in Huntsville. 
Primarily because of 

Cooper’s visionary lead-
ership and outstanding 
contributions across the 
entire educational spectrum 
of Oakwood College, the 
institution has, since the 
1980’s, ranked among the 
top	10	to	20	colleges	and	
universities in the nation in 
sending black students to 
medical and dental school. 
The	Oakwood	University	
Cooper	Science	Complex	
was named in his honor in 
1993. 

During the course of 
his long, fruitful career, 
Cooper was blessed to re-
ceive many honors even up 
to	this	year,	when	the	State	
of Alabama recognized 
his lifetime achievements 
through resolutions from 
the	governor,	State	House	
of Representatives, and city 
mayor. Previously awarded 
honors include: the First 
White	House	Initiative	Fac-
ulty Award for Excellence 
in	Science	and	Technol-
ogy	(1988);	the	TENNECO	
–	UNCF	Excellence	in	
Teaching Award (1986); 
Danforth Fellow, Michigan 
State	University	(1957);	
Resolution from the House 
of	Representatives,	State	of	
Alabama recognizing Coo-
per for his contributions 
and outstanding leadership 
to Oakwood, the state and 
the nation (1993); Distin-
guished leadership Award, 
Alabama Association of 
College Administrators 
(1993); Alabama Associa-
tion of College Adminis-
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oakwood Faculty Member Co-Authors 
Groundbreaking Textbook

Con-
gratulations 
to Oakwood 
Univer-
sity Business 
School	pro-
fessor Everett 
Roper, Ph.D., 
whose manu-
script will 
be included 
as one of 
six chapters 
in a new 
textbook, 
Scriptural Foundations of 
Business, to be published 
by	The	Andrews	University	
Press.

The objective of the 
project was to produce 
a book that will provide 
Adventist business profes-
sors and their students 
with structured support for 

integrating 
Christian 
faith into the 
classroom 
experiences 
in Adventist 
business 
schools. 
Chapters will 
cover the 
core courses 
within the 
business 
curriculum 
and pres-

ent the biblical basis for 
the courses’ philosophical 
foundations. The intent is 
to provide the business 
student a firm grounding 
in scripture, as under-
stood	within	Seventh-day	
Adventist theology, as an 
introduction to the course 
material.	Subsequent	cover-

age of the course subjects 
will then be understood 
within the context of that 
scriptural foundation.

This will not be just 
another book on business 
ethics, or even Christian 
business ethics. It is, in 
fact, an attempt to establish 
a groundbreaking textbook 

that exposes the student to 
what the Bible has to say 
about the course subject. 
Several	business	schools	
throughout the Adventist 
higher education system 
have already agreed to 
adopt this book, posi-
tioning Adventist schools 
as providing a distinctly 

different educational 
experience than can be 
obtained from public or 
private institutions. This 
project has the poten-
tial for offering some 
exciting materials for 
students	in	Seventh-day	
Adventist colleges and 
universities worldwide, 
and is being translated 
into other languages as 
well.

trators	Exemplary	Service	
Award (1987); American 
College Testing Program 
and	the	National	Academic	
Advising Association Certif-
icate of Merit for Academic 
Outstanding Achievement 
in the Academic Advis-
ing	of	Students	(1984);	
Outstanding Educators of 
America Award; listed in 
American	Men	and	Women	
of	Science;	and	election	to	
The	Society	of	Sigma	Xi,	
Michigan	State	University	
(1958).	Cooper	also	held	
memberships in profession-
al organizations, including: 
the American Chemical 
Society,	Alabama	Academy	
of	Sciences,	Sigma	Xi,	Ex-

aminations Test Committee, 
Division of Chemical Edu-
cation, American Chemical 
Society;	and	the	Advisory	
Board, Alabama Center for 
Higher Education. Cooper 
was a prolific writer and 
was a great apologist for 
creationism. Among his 
published papers are scores 
of scientific articles, reports, 
and op-eds. His books 
include:	Why	Darwin	was	
Wrong:	The	Truth	About	
Evolution,	Pleasant	Word,	
2009;	The	Origin	of	the	
Universe:	A	Combined	Bib-
lical	and	Scientific	Perspec-
tive,	Pleasant	Word,	2003;	
To	The	Unknown	God:	
The	God	of	Science	and	

the Bible, Vantage Press, 
1998; The Core of General 
Chemistry, Oakwood Col-
lege Bookstore, 1991; and 
scores of scientific articles, 
manuscripts, and reports. 
Cooper also had a passion 
for imparting scientific and 
biblical knowledge through 
teaching and lecturing. 
He was a staunch believer 
in the value of Adventist 
Christian education, and 
devoted his substantial 
talents to improving it and 
promoting academic excel-
lence for more than four 
decades. 

Cooper passed peace-
fully at his home on August 
14,	2012,	after	a	prolonged	

illness. He is survived by 
his loving wife of 63 years, 
Marjorie; his children: Ro-
slyn	(Anthony)	Fields,	Ste-
phen (linda) Cooper, and 
Margo	(Samuel)	Bagley;	
six grandchildren: Marcus, 
Shavanna	(Devon),	Ashley,	
Deyana,	laura,	and	Samuel;	
five great-grandchildren: 
Kayla,	Dazianna,	Devon,	
Aiden, and Brenden; sever-
al nieces; nephews; a host 
of former students; and 
many colleagues whose 
lives were enriched by his 
service.



Visit Us
Southern welcomes visitors all year long, and we invite you to come and experience our 
beautiful campus for yourself. If you know of someone looking to attend a Christian  
university, prospective students have several options for a scheduled visit to Southern.  
For more information, go online to southern.edu/visit.

1.800.SOUTHERN 
Collegedale, Tennessee

Archaeology Exhibit, November 7
  “The Battle Over King David: Excavating the Fortress of Elah” features  

artifacts from digs by professors and students during recent trips to  
Khirbet Qeiyafa, Israel. This new, temporary exhibit opens at the Lynn  
H. Wood Archaeological Museum.

___________________________________________________________

Biology Research Seminar, November 8
  Leonard Brand, Ph.D., will discuss new findings in Utah that are driving  

scientists to explore alternate explanations of the fossil record. The  
presentation takes place at 7:30 p.m. in the Hulsey Wellness Center.

___________________________________________________________

Shawn Boonstra, November 9-10
  Join the former speaker/director of It Is Written for a series of key messages 

during the School of Religion’s Pierson Weekend of Evangelism and Missions 
at various times in both the Collegedale Church and Thatcher Hall Chapel.

___________________________________________________________

Christmas on the Promenade, November 27
  Start the holiday season off right with musical performances, sweet treats, 

and a visit with Santa. The event kicks off at 6:30 p.m. in Taylor Circle near 
the 32-foot Christmas tree!

___________________________________________________________

Shaunti Feldhahn, November 29
  This bestselling author and columnist will give two presentations on  

personal relationships: 11 a.m. in the Iles P.E. Center, and 7:30 p.m. in 
Thatcher Hall Chapel.

___________________________________________________________

Art Gallery Reception, December 5
  Join us for opening night of an exhibit by Rick Lovell, acclaimed illustrator 

and faculty member with the Savannah College of Art and Design, at 6 p.m. 
in the John C. Williams Gallery of Art.

Southern 
Adventist 
University
hosts events for you!

JOIN US ON CAMPUS
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Southern enrolls Record number 
for 14th Consecutive year

Technology Department offers Community 
Free vehicle inspections

Southern	Ad-
ventist	University	is	
pleased to announce 
another year both of 
record enrollment 
and favorable posi-
tion in rankings from 
U.S.	News	&	World	
Report.

According to Joni 
Zier,	Southern’s	di-
rector of records and 
advisement, the final 
registration numbers 
for	Fall	2012	show	
2,896	undergradu-
ate	students	and	423	
graduate students 
taking classes. The 
3,319 total represents 

an increase of 119 stu-
dents from last year, and 
marks the 14th consecu-
tive year of enrollment 
growth at the university. 
Sophomore	and	junior	
class retention was key 
to this year’s growth, 
as freshmen enrollment 
was lower, as expected, 
due to tighter admission 
requirements.

“We	feel	it’s	critical	
to manage our growth,” 
said	Vinita	Sauder,	
Southern	vice	president	
for strategic initiatives. 
“We’re	excited	to	have	
more students on cam-
pus each year, but as we 

move forward the universi-
ty wants to be very deliber-
ate in shaping how we can 
provide the best education 
possible.”

In other news, the 
U.S.	News	&	World	Report	
edition of Best Colleges 
recently	listed	Southern	
Adventist	University	in	the	
“Top Tier” category for col-
leges and universities in the 
South.	It	is	the	11th	con-
secutive year the university 
has been honored in the 
publication.

—By luCas patterson

Southern’s	Technol-
ogy Department celebrated 
National	Car	Care	Month	
by performing free vehicle 
inspections in the park-
ing	lot	of	the	Samaritan	
Center, a nonprofit social 
service agency located in 
Ooltewah. The inspections 
took place October 7, and 
represent the ninth con-
secutive year this valuable 
service has been offered to 
the community.

The vehicle inspections 
began as a way to give 
students in the automotive 
program an opportunity to 
reach out to the community 
using their unique skills. 
After the success of the first 
event, the inspections have 
turned into a department 
tradition.

“It is a great learning 
experience for both the stu-
dents and the car owners,” 
said	Dale	Walters,	chair	of	
the department. “The event 
gives them both 
practice trouble-
shooting what 
might be wrong 
with a car.”

The volunteer 
work is conducted 
by Technology 
Department faculty 
and automotive ser-
vice majors. Techni-
cians follow vehicle 
inspection sheets 
that are supplied 
by	the	National	
Car Care Coun-
cil and use professional 
knowledge and diagnostic 
scanners in the evaluation. 

The service is available for 
both foreign and domestic 
vehicles.

“We	inspected	around	
40 vehicles in three hours,” 

Walters	said.	“The	techni-
cians looked for about 30 
routine things like low 

fluids, engine lights, and is-
sues with lights, horns, and 
filters.”

Vehicles were in-
spected on site, but not 

repaired. The 
Technology De-
partment does, 
however, have the 
ability to further 
work on the cars. 
It maintains a full-
service auto repair 
shop that provides 
basic to advanced 
vehicle repair. 
Staff	includes	two	
full-time techni-
cians and four 
student workers. 
For more informa-

tion, visit southern.edu/
technology.

—By luKe evans

Students receive vehicle inspection training using 
diagnostic scanners in the Technology Depart-
ment’s on-campus auto shop.



Plus more than 50 other FREE Christian Channels and 5 News Channels
Adventist Channels

No Monthly Fees
No Subscriptions
No Credit Checks

The #1 choice for Adventist programming for more than 10 Years!

Now Only $125!*
One-Room System

*Price available to anyone on bulk orders in the USA

1 9

The only system that automatically receives new
channels. Never scan again!
The easiest equipment to install & enjoy

Free one-year warranty and technical support
with every purchase

LNBF comes with Lifetime Warranty!

The Adventist Satellite Difference...

Adventist Satellite is the Official Distribution 
partner for all Adventist Broadcasters

Do you have an older receiver?
Are you viewing available 
new Adventist Channels?

UPGRADE FOR ONLY
new satellite receiver $99

Use Promo Code SAVE26
expires 12-31-12

Give the Gift of

Faith
 THIS CHRISTMAS

Make this gift a blessing
   To Loved Ones
   To Friends
   To Neighbors
   To New Members

Client: Gospel Outreach | 509-525-2951 (1/2 page ad for November issue)
Design: Tell It Media | 509-230-0320
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eautiful... B  are the feet of those  
    who preach the gospel.
             Romans 10:15

Worker:  D. Ezra
Village:  Kothanaguru
Country: India
Baptisms:  350

Poor health brought an end 
to Ezra’s college education. 
He was left with no job, no 
goals, no purpose. 

Then a pastor introduced 
Ezra to Jesus. Ezra fell in 
love with the Lord and 
accepted a call to become a 
Gospel Outreach worker.

“I was useless, but today I 
work for the glory of God,” 

Ezra says. He enjoys 
singing, visiting 
and preaching the 
gospel story.

You can adopt a 
worker like Ezra.  
Call or visit online:
goaim.org/adopt.
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OPENINGS: SHORT &
LONG TERM SERVICE

‘HERE I AM’ ‘SEND ME’ ISAIAH 6:8

1(671)648-2588
hr@guamsda.com

www.adventistclinic.com

MEDICAL MISSIONARIES
GUAM SEEKING

• INTERNAL MEDICINE 
• FAMILY MEDICINE
• ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON
• NURSE PRACTITIONER
• RHEUMATOLOGIST
• DERMATOLOGIST
• PEDIATRICIANS
• HOSPITALIST

• PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT
• PHYSICAL THERAPIST
• OB/GYNS
• UROLOGIST
• SURGEONS
• CARDIOLOGIST
• DENTAL DIRECTOR
• CEO/ADMINISTRATOR

for 
•Evangelists 
•Pastors 
•Lay Evangelists 
•Conference 
Administrators

DEC. 3-6, DAYTONA BEACH, FL

WWW . SOU T H ERNUN I O N . COM/E VA NGEL I SM  |  4 0 7 -257-6847  |  S U E VA NGEL I SM@SOU T H ERNUN I O N . COMREGISTER TODAY

IVAN WILLIAMS

MARK & ERNESTINE FINLEY

RON CLOUZET

RON SMITH

SOUTHERN UNION EVANGELISM COUNCIL 2012

3 days of
•Inspiration 
•Training 
•Relaxation

NeeD To chaNGe yoUr aDDreSS for SoUTherN TiDiNGS?
Mail iN The label froM The back of yoUr laST SoUTherN TiDiNGS, 

or Mail The followiNG To SoUTherN TiDiNGS, 
aDDreSS chaNGe, Po box 849, DecaTUr, Ga 30031-0849:

name: ___________________________________________________________________________________

olD aDDress: ___________________________________________________________________________

neW aDDress:  __________________________________________________________________________

phone numBer Where you Can Be reaCheD: _____________________________________________



A d v e r t i s e m e n t s

ProPerTy aVailable 
QUieT oakS aDUlT care hoMe – exclusively 
servicing the post acute (outside the hospital) ventila-
tor dependent patient. We offer attentive, nurturing 
management of ventilator dependent patients and 
specialize in providing progressive ventilator wean-
ing. located in graysville, tn, our beautiful home 
environment is conducive to recovery and peace of 
mind with our licensed nursing/respiratory and trained 
staff. Contact laura morrison, rn administrator, 423-
775-7658 or quietoaks@comcast.net.  [11]

SUMMiT riDGe reTireMeNT VillaGe is a place 
where you can live independently in your own home. 
lawn mowing and maintenance provided. Church 
and nursing home on grounds. make friends with 
adventist neighbors, and enjoy the low cost of living 
in the oklahoma countryside. Call Bill norman, 405-
454-6538. Website: www.summit-ridge-village.org.  ©

floriDa liViNG reTireMeNT coMMUNiTy 
– 13.5 acres near orlando, Florida set aside for 
the Conference owned retirement community.  
independent living! apartments and rooms available. 
sDa church on the premises. programs, activities, 
van for transport and motel accommodations. 1-800-
729-8017 or www.floridalivingretirement.com.  [11-10]

ZePhyrhillS, fl – 2 bed, 2 bath furnished condo 
in 55+ community near adventist church and hospital. 
pool, clubhouse, lease required, no pets. $800/mo. 
Call 352-688-2073.  [11]

Near SaU iN McDoNalD, TN – 2 acre lot with a 
large, plantation style home, 2-car garage attached 
and 2-car garage detached; $489,000. 5 acre apison 
home with country porch and sunset views for 
$375,000. 5 acre building lot (no trailers) for $69,000. 
Call the Wendy Dixon team at 423-238-5440 or 
direct 423-883-0656; ask for herby.  [11]

bUyiNG or SelliNG ProPerTy iN TeNNeSSee: 
Collegedale, ooltewah, Chattanooga? When selling 
your home, it’s important you’re in good hands with 
an experienced and licensed realtor. When buying, 
information is power. Let me find your special home! 

Contact vincent lopez, Crye-leike, realtors. Cell: 
423-316-1880, email: vincent.lopez@crye-leike.
com.  [11]

TN hoMe – 8 acres. Fenced woods/pastureland. 
Well/city water. large garden, in-ground pool. 
outbuildings. Call Dennis everett: 423-987-8385 
(cell); 423-775-4044 (office).  [11]

hoMe iN reTireMeNT coMMUNiTy – Beautiful 
1800 square feet garden home located in greenbriar 
Cove retirement village, 3 minutes from southern 
adventist university, church, and Walmart. 3 bed, 
2 bath, 2-car garage, clubhouse, indoor pool, 
amenities. rent or possible purchase. available 
november 1. 423-432-2585 or mickeymountz@
yahoo.com.  [11]

coZy hoMe with 3500+ square feet. 2004 
home, 4 bed, 4 bath, 2 kitchens, Ch/aC, 
woodstoves, using year-round springs on 10 
partly wooded private acres, Dsl; hour north 
of nashville. Churches, schools, academies 17 
- 35 miles close. 859-333-0866.  [11-1]

beaUTifUl wooD-SiDeD hoMe – 3 acre fenced 
wooded property. 3 bed, 2 bath, 1607 square feet 
upstairs, 756 square feet unfinished basement. 
Central heating/air conditioning, wheelchair 
accessible. 25x25 fenced garden, chicken coop, quiet 
community, serene living environment, adventist 
neighbors. Cumberland heights, tn. $125K, owner 
financing. 931-692-2453.  [11]

bUy yoUr owN beaUTifUl loG hoMe in 
hamilton, georgia: 2734 square feet built in 2004, 
just 3 miles from Callaway gardens and roosevelt 

state park on 1.41 wooded acres. $249,900. 
Full details and description with photos at www.
forsalebyowner.com iD#23068261. Call stephen: 
912-306-0076 or Dolenda: 912-306-4056.  [11-12]

calhoUN, Ga – 3 bed, 2 bath home within 15 
minutes of sDa elementary school, academy and 
hospital. Well maintained house, lots of character. 0.5 
acre of wooded property. Wood floors, 2 fireplaces, 
many extras. Call 706-844-8017, cmarzano@
gccsda.com.  [11]

cUSToM hoMe for loNG TerM reNTal 
on 46 acre wooded lot. 5-year old all brick, over 
5,000 sq feet. 6 bed, 6.5 bath open floor plan. Full 
daylight basement. 10 minutes south of adairsville, 
ga. $2100/month negotiable. 678-549-7459.  [11-1]

2 MileS froM oakwooD UNiVerSiTy – For 
sale in huntsville, al. 3 bed, 2 bath house with 
living room, kitchen, dining room, and bonus room. 
priced for quick sale at $90,000. Call John nixon, 
423-305-5672.  [11]

MoUNTaiN loT for Sale – 1.36 acre wooded 
lot near Waynesville, nC. Creek, leveled for building, 
septic in, deed restricted. Call for more details. 352-
688-2073.  [11]

New 3-leVel VacaTioN beach hoUSe across 
from n topsail Beach, nC. Quiet cove off atlantic 
intracoastal Waterway. Floating dock/boat slip, large 
porches, covered patios, etc. limited to 6 persons. 
Call Bart or naomi at 910-358-3373 or 910-358-
4447, nlcarlyle@gmail.com to book vacation or see 
photos.  [11]

30 MoSTly wooDeD weST VirGiNia acreS – 
property has 5 acres of ridgetop meadow. multiple 
building sites including morning sun, nice views, and 
easy access. Creek & electric on property. located 
halfway between ripley and spencer, Wv with 
adventist church and Walmart in each town. possible 
20% down and payments. price: $66,000. phone 
304-377-2513.  [11]

PoSiTioNS aVailable  
laUrelbrook aDaceMy NeeDS yoU: 
positions open are rNs, lPNs, cNas, cooks, 
Greenhouse/Garden Manager, construction 
Staff, Grounds/landscaping Manager, 
Mechanic, business Manager and Nursing 
home administrator. housing and stipend 
provided. located in the beautiful mountains 
of Dayton, tn and only 60 miles from sau. 
Contact roger Westfall at 423-775-0771; or 
email maudie.westfall@gmail.com.  [11-1]

UroloGy oPPorTUNiTy iN NorTh 
GeorGia. gordon hospital is seeking board 
certified/board eligible Urologist. live 
within a beautiful southern community which 
offers a gorgeous adventist hospital (www.
gordonhospital.com), adventist elementary 
school (www.cobleschool.com), and first class 
adventist high school (www.gcasda.org). 
southern adventist university within a 45 minute 
drive (www.southern.edu). Contact bonnie.
shadix@ahss.org, 800-264-8642.  [11-12]

how to Submit your advertising
(1) have your pastor or a local church elder 

write “approved” and his signature on the sheet 
of paper containing the advertisement, (2) write 
your name and address on the same sheet, (3) 
specify how many times the ad is to run, (4) 
send the approved ad to your conference office 
6 weeks in advance of the publication date and 
(5) don’t forget to enclose payment in full for each 
month the ad is to run. make checks payable to 
southern union.

rates: southern union: $40 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $45 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word 
beyond 45. out of union: $50 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $55 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.50 per word 
beyond 45. accepted as space is available. ads 
may run in successive months as space permits.

SoUTherN TiDiNGS makes every reason-
able effort to screen all advertising, but in no 
case can the periodical assume responsiblity for 
advertisements appearing in its columns, or for 
typo graphical errors.
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A d v e r t i s e m e n t s
iNVaSiVe carDioloGy oPPorTUNiTy 
located in north georgia. gordon hospital 
is seeking board certified/board eligible 
cardiologist. outstanding opportunity! 
excellent salary and benefits. Beautiful 
community to raise a family! outstanding 
adventist elementary (www.cobleschool.com) 
and high school (www.gcasda.org). southern 
adventist university within a 45 minute drive 
(www.southern.edu). Contact bonnie.shadix@
ahss.org, 800-264-8642, www.gordonhospital.
com.  [11-12]

hoSPiTal iST  ( in te rna l  Med ic ine ) 
oPPorTUNiTy iN NorTh GeorGia. seeking 
a new or experienced iM. live within a beautiful 
southern community which offers a gorgeous 
adventist hospital (www.gordonhospital.com), 
adventist elementary school (www.cobleschool.
com), and first class Adventist high school (www.
gcasda.org). southern adventist university 
within a 45 minute drive (www.southern.edu). 
Contact bonnie.shadix@ahss.org, 800-264-
8642.  [11-12]

orThoPeDic oPPorTUNiTy iN NorTh 
GeorGia. gordon hospital is seeking board 
certified/board eligible orthopedic w/
sub-specialty. live within a beautiful southern 
community which offers a gorgeous adventist 
hospital (www.gordonhospital.com), adventist 
elementary school (www.cobleschool.com), 
and first class adventist high school (www.
gcasda.org). southern adventist university 
within a 45 minute drive (www.southern.edu). 
Contact bonnie.shadix@ahss.org, 800-264-
8642.  [11-12]

Jellico coMMUNiTy hoSPiTal is looking 
for physicians to work in our hospital. We are 
currently seeking the following positions: family 
Practice, family Practice/ob, orthopedic, 
Nephrology, internal Medicine. please contact 
Jason Dunkel @ jason.dunkel@ahss.org or 423-
784-1187 for more information.  [11-8]

chief NUrSiNG officerS & NUrSiNG 
DirecTorS: if you are a seasoned nursing 
executive or nursing director, the adventist 
health system would like to know you!  With 43 
hospitals (and growing) in 10 states and 55,000 
employees, new opportunities are on the rise.  if 
you would like to know more, please email your 
Cv to susan.jamerson@ahss.org.  [11]

SoUTherN aDVeNTiST UNiVerSiTy seeks 
graduate faculty to join our mission-focused 
team at the MSN and DNP levels. Candidate 
must hold current family/adult NP certification. 
requisite qualities include interest in research, 
successful teaching and advanced practice 
nursing experience, flexibility, and commitment 
to sDa education. the candidate must be a 
member in good and regular standing in the sDa 
Church. Doctorate required. send curriculum 
vitae or inquiries to Dr. holly gadd, hgadd@
southern.edu. sau school of nursing, po Box 
370, Collegedale, tn 37315.  [11]

walla walla UNiVerSiTy seeks applicants 
for a full-time faculty position as Dean of the 

School of education & Psychology to begin 
July 2013. For more information and to apply, 
please visit http://jobs.wallawalla.edu.  [11]

walla walla University seeks applicants for 
full-time, tenure-track faculty positions in 
biology, business and chemistry. For more 
information and application process, please 
visit http://jobs.wallawalla.edu. all positions will 
remain open until filled.  [11]

SoUTh aTlaNTic coNfereNce seeks 
supervisor/groundskeeper for river oaks 
Campground. supervisor/groundskeeper 
is responsible for maintaining grounds and 
buildings, supervising part-time staff and 
maintaining a neat and attractive appearance 
of grounds. relocation to orangeburg, sC is 
required. serious applicants should submit a 
detailed resume to elder lawrence hamilton; 
lhamilton@sacsda.org.  [11]

GeNeral MaNaGer for MiSSioN 
bakery in uruguay – Commercial, wholesale 
bakery making whole grain breads and rolls is 
seeking a general manager to oversee operations. 
applicant needs to be bilingual (english/spanish) and 
have broad general business background. Bakery is 
located in uruguay at the adventist academy outside 
of montevideo. students learn to work, have funds 
to attend academy, and can take baking classes 
for state recognized baking certificate. Salary and 
apartment provided. send resume to michael@
bakecrafters.com.  [11]

liVe iN careGiVer for elderly couple. 
husband & wife both ambulatory. Wife has 
dementia. Caregiver must have: experience 
in caregiving, references, and have her own 
transportation. salary includes wages, living 
expenses, paid holidays, and vacation. Call 
407-694-0423.  [11, 12]

helP! looking for someone (preferably female) 
who is looking for a job and a place to live. 
live-in worker needed, please call 478-308-
2876.  [11]

MerchaNDiSe for Sale 
boN herbalS iMMUNe aMMUNiTioN 
and almost sunshine vegan vitamin D used 
together can help protect you against infections 
by virus and bacteria. Check out our other 
vegan/vegetarian nutritional supplements. 
order online: www.bonherbals.com, phone: 
423-238-7467. Bonnie mattheus, rn. Bon 
herbals, po Box 1038, Collegedale, tn, 
37315.[11]

NeeD a PiaNiST? “hymns alive”, the sDa 
hymnal on 33 CD’s. Quality accompaniment 
music to sing god’s praises. organ and piano. 
also “he is our song” and kid’s hymnals 
on CD’s. also hymns on videos - 12 DvD’s 
- “Creation sings”, with words and optional 
song leader. www.35hymns.com or call 800-
354-9667.  [11, 12]

iN GOD’S LOVE SONG, ginny allen shows 
god’s love through stories that come from 
the deepest places of the heart. God’s Love 

Song is the women’s sharing book for 2013. 
to order, call 1-800-765-6955, or shop online 
at adventistBookCenter.com.  [11]

TerroriST ThreaTS, DeVaSTaTiNG 
TorNaDoeS, a Shaky ecoNoMy – it’s 
enough to frighten anybody. mark Finley’s End-
Time Hope, the 2013 sharing book , provides 
answers to the turmoil the world is facing. to 
order, call 1-800-765-6955 or shop online at 
adventistBookCenter.com.  [11

boN herbalS wiNTer ProTecTioN – the 
sun has moved south. Vitamin D deficiencies 
are now increasing. order almost sunshine 
vegan vitamin D to use daily until late spring. 
supplement with immune ammunition for 
additional protection in wellness. order now! 
online: www.bonherbals.com or Bonnie 
mattheus, rn, phone 423-238-7467.  [11]

MiScellaNeoUS 
SiNGle aND oVer 40? stay home and meet 
new friends in usa, only interracial group for 
adventist singles over 40. For information, send 
large self-addressed stamped envelope to aso-
40, 2747 nonpareil, sutherlin, or 97479.  ©

adventistSingles.org Free 14-day trial! Join 
thousands of adventist singles online. Free 
chat, search, profiles, match notifications! 
adventist owners since 1993. visit www.
elliotDylan.com for the undercover angels 
series of novels for Christian teens that build 
on Biblical principles and encourage integrity. 
great sabbath reading and gifts!  ©

aDVeNTiST SiNGle aDUlT MiNiSTrieS 
New year’S reTreaT 2012 – Dec. 28, 2012 
- Jan. 1, 2013 at Camp Kulaqua, Fl. Bring in the 
new year with other singles from across the nation. 
music by Charles haugabrooks. activities: canoeing, 
go-karting, seminars, zip-lining, rodeo, new year’s 
eve celebration, and more. Contact 386-454-1351 
or www.campkulaqua.com.  [11]

are yoU MoViNG SooN? Before you rent a 
u-haul and do it yourself, check our price and 
save yourself the hassle. plan now and reserve 
a time slot. Fast, direct, and economical. 
Contact: gary erhard, erhard moving & 
storage, 610 south mechanic street, Berrien 
springs, mi 49103; 269-471-7366 or 248-890-
5700, evenings 8-11 p.m.  ©

relocaTiNG? apex moving & storage has 
a national account contract with the general 
Conference for your moving needs. take 
advantage of a volume rated discount. Be 
assured you are moving with the Best! Call 
marcy Dante’ at 800-766-1902; or visit us at: 
www.apexmoving.com/adventist.  [11-12]

rV’s!! adventist owned and operated rv 
dealership has been helping sDa’s for over 
30 years.  huge inventory of new and used 
trailers and motor homes. Jayco, newmar and 
hurricane. Courtesy airport pickup and on-site 
hookups. Call toll-free 1-888-933-9300. lee’s 
rv, oklahoma City. www.leesrv.com or e-mail 
Lee Litchfield at Lee@leesrv.com.  ©
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A d v e r t i s e m e n t s
w i l D w o o D  o l D - f a S h i o N e D 
ThaNkSGiViNG reTreaT – nov. 18-25.  
For all ages—bring the whole family. hayride 
and bonfire; holiday cooking; starting and 
maintaining kiwi, muscadine, and blueberry 
plants; spiritual rejuvenation. site: Wildwood 
health retreat, iron City, tn, Cost: $370  
(includes room, vegan meals). Contact 
Charene: 931-724-6706. see website for 
details:  www.wildwoodhealthretreat.org.  [11]

w i l D w o o D  h e a l T h  r e T r e a T 
coMPreheNSiVe hyDroTheraPy 
SeMiNar – Dec. 9-16. learn to give home 
hydrotherapy treatments—both theory and 
hands-on practice. general revulsive; hot 
blanket pack; contrast baths; steam baths; wet 
sheet pack; and more. site: Wildwood health 
retreat, iron City, tn, Cost: $370 (includes 
room, vegan meals, materials). Contact 
Charene: 931-724-6706. see website for 
details: www.wildwoodhealthretreat.org.  [11]

wlDwooD healTh reTreaT VicTory 
oVer STreSS, DePreSSioN, aND 
aNxieTy – Dec. 16-23. God’s simple, scientific, 
and Biblical plan for living a victorious life. 
topics: Decision making; how the Brain 
Works; Breaking habits; how Drugs affect the 
Mind; The Shaping Influence of Environment; 
etc. site: Wildwood health retreat, iron 
City, tn, Cost: $370 (includes room, vegan 
meals, materials). Contact Charene: 931-
724-6706. see website for details: www.
wildwoodhealthretreat.org.  [11]

The wilDwooD lifeSTyle ProGraM can 
help you naturally treat and reverse diseases 
such as diabetes, heart disease, hypertension, 
obesity, arthritis, fibromyalgia, lupus, multiple 
sclerosis, chronic fatigue, cancer, depression 
and many more. invest in your health, call 
1-800-634-9355 for more information or visit 
www.wildwoodhealth.org/lifestyle.  [11-5]

eiGhT NaTUral reMeDieS with James 
Johnson, m.D. phone/fax 615-523-2136. 
email education@jjohnsonmd.com. online 
and correspondence courses for laypersons 
and professionals. www.healthcare-online-
education.org/8remedies.html.  [11]

PlaNNiNG aN eVaNGeliSTic SerieS 
or healTh SeMiNar? have questions? 
need affordable, professionally prepared 
handbills, brochures, signs, banners, and 
mailing services? Call free, 800-274-0016 and 
ask for hope Customer service or visit www.
hopesource.com. you deserve the best with 
confidence and peace of mind. Your friends at 
hamblin’s hope deliver on-time.  [11-12]

haVe yoU wriTTeN a children’s book, life 
testimony, story of god’s love, or your spiritual 
ideas and would like them published? Contact 
teaCh services at 800-367-1844 ext 3 or 
email publishing@teachservices.com, for a 
Free manuscript review.  [11]

SoUTherN aDVeNTiST UNiVerSiTy 
offers master’s degrees in business, computer 
science, counseling, education, nursing, religion 
and social work. Flexibility is provided through 
some online and many on-campus programs. 
Financial aid may be available. For more 
information, call 423-236-2585 or visit www.
southern.edu/graduatedegrees.  [11-5]

free SiMPle SolUTioNS NewSleTTer 
– What can you do to prevent a fire? How can 
you make sure your children are safe from 
predators? how can you avoid destructive spam 
when you use Facebook? sign up to receive 
a free monthly electronic newsletter filled 
with simple solutions to help minimize risks 
and prevent accidents at your home, school, 
church, or place of business. produced by the 
risk management professionals from adventist 
risk management, every edition of this resource 
has something for you. e-mail subscribe@
adventistrisk.org for your free subscription. 
adventist risk management, providing risk 
management solutions for the seventh-day 
adventist Church.  [11]

challeNGeS iN yoUr life TroUbliNG 
yoU? Consider a confidential consultation from 
the privacy of your own home or office with a 
life and wellness coach. as an experienced 
sDa professional, i offer coaching services, 
both in english and spanish, that include 
spirituality, career guidance, interpersonal 
issues, parental challenges and more. visit 

www.yourwellnesscoaching.com, call 864-
756-1305, or e-mail walter.vyhmeister.phd@
yourwellnesscoaching.com.  [11, 12]

eDeN’S PaThway can help you if you have 
diabetes, cancer, hBp, etc. to change your  
l.i.F.e.s.t.y.l.e.s.. We offer the 10-day “Daniel 
Challenge” detoxification/cleanse program 
educating in lifestyle modification mentally, 
physically, and spiritually. For more information, 
visit www.edenspathwayhome.com, email: 
edenspathway@yahoo.com, or call 423-338-
4144.  [11]

hiGhlaND acaDeMy,  h iGhlaND 
eleMeNTary School, hiGhlaND SDa 
chUrch, & SiGNaTUre healThcare 
are located approximately 35 miles north of 
nashville away from the busyness of city life. 
All teachers are certified using cutting edge 
curriculum. our national test scores are above 
the national average. student employment 
abounds at signature’s 100 bed nursing home. 
our church family is active and welcomes all.  
Come visit highland: 615-325-3925.  [11-2]

NeeD a webSiTe? Want to give your business 
or ministry a professional look on the internet at 
an affordable price? We develop professionally 
designed websites with numerous capabilities 
including event registration, online stores and 
more. visit us at www.affordablemarketers.com 
or call 706-229-8132 today!  [11]

loMa liNDa VeGeTariaN coNGreSS – 
researchers and experts will present the latest 
scientific facts about plant-based diets and 
health February 24-26, 2013, at loma linda 
university. speakers include Dr. gary Fraser, 
principal investigator of the adventist health 
study-2, and Dr. neal Barnard, author and 
advocate. visit www.vegetariannutrition.org to 
learn more.  [11]

off-GriD – Want to go off-grid but don’t 
know how? We do homestead design and 
installation in tennessee. solar, water, wood 
stoves, cisterns & more. First consult Free. 
Call scott at 931-403-0716.  [11]

Only 5 Minutes to Southern Adventist University
•  5 bedroom
•  3 ½ bathroom
•  Over 2 acres
•  3,633 sq. ft.
•  Pantry
•  Walk-in closet
•  Fireplace
•  Huge Garage
•  $344,000

11615 Bates Road, 
Ooltewah, TN

MLS# 1157895

TheEdringtonTeam.com
423-802-3430 423-643-9300

An independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates Inc.

Adventist Satellite System
3ABN

Hope Channel
Loma Linda Channel

For Sales & Installation in the Atlanta Area call:

Kaz Sanocki 404.791.3093
Ask me about the new HD Receivers
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E v e n t s  C a l e n d a r

  nov. 2 nov. 9 nov. 16 nov. 23 nov. 30 Dec. 7
  atlanta, ga 6:41 5:36 5:32 5:30 5:29 5:30
 Charleston, sC 6:24 5:20 5:16 5:14 5:13 5:14
 Charlotte, nC 6:24 5:18 5:14 5:12 5:11 5:12
 Collegedale, tn 6:41 5:36 5:32 5:29 5:28 5:29
 huntsville, al 5:48 4:42 4:38 4:36 4:35 4:36
 Jackson, ms 6:06 5:01 4:58 4:56 4:55 4:56
 louisville, Ky 6:38 5:32 5:27 5:24 5:23 5:23
 memphis, tn 6:01 4:55 4:51 4:49 4:48 4:49
 miami, Fl 6:36 5:33 5:30 5:29 5:30 5:31
 montgomery, al 5:50 4:46 4:42 4:40 4:40 4:41
 nashville, tn 5:46 4:40 4:36 4:33 4:32 4:33
 orlando, Fl 6:37 5:33 5:30 5:29 5:29 5:30
 Wilmington, nC 6:14 5:09 5:05 5:03 5:02 5:03

Sunset

carolina 

Pastoral crisis care Seminar 
– nov. 2-6. nosoca.
community Services retreat – 
nov. 2-4. nosoca.
high country campout – nov. 
2-4.
low country campout – nov. 
2-4. Kinard Campground.
elders’ certification Training – 
nov. 8. greenville north.
carolina Men’s retreat – nov. 
9-11. npr. presenters: minner 
labrador and omar miranda. 
register at www.carolinasda.
org.
elders’ certification – Dec. 8. 
greenville, nC. registration: 
miglesias@carolinasda.com or 
704-596-3200.
ice Skating – Dec. 9. 
greenville, sC.
lay advisory retreat – Jan. 4, 
5. npr.

florida 
 
complete calendar online – 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/calendar/
florida Pathfinder events – 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/youth/ or call 407-644-5000 
x127.
Singles’ Ministries events 
and mailing list information. 
spiritual study groups, fellowship 
dinners, outings, and more. 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/childrenandfamily/, 
djmiller4000@gmail.com, or 
407-703-3050.
florida hospital Deland 
Support Groups – Florida 
hospital Deland offers a 
variety of support groups such 
as attention deficit disorder, 
bereavement, brain injury, 
celiac disease, diabetes, sleep 
disorders, and more. Details are 
available under the “support 
groups” link in the “patients 
and visitors” box at http://www.
fhdeland.org/
North florida oakwood 
University alumni chapter – 
membership information and 
event listings for oakwood 
alumni in Florida. Details: http://
www.oakwoodalumninfl.org/, 
oakwoodalumninfl@gmail.com, 
888-719-7776, or 904-616-1896.
florida adventist book center 
– Winter park: national toll-free 
number, (877) 55-FlaBC (877-

553-5222). miami: 305-805-
9900. high springs: 386-454-
7956. shop online: http://www.
floridaconference.com/abc/ or 
order by e-mail: FloridaaBC@
floridaconference.com
florida adventist bookmobile 
Schedule
Dec. 1. maranatha in miami 
gardens.
Dec. 2. Fort lauderdale, 
lauderhill, ambassador in 
lauderdale lakes, pompano 
Beach, Jupiter-tequesta.
planned giving and trust 
services Clinics
Dec. 1. university in orlando.
Dec. 8. spring hill.
Spanish Discipleship and 
evangelism convention 
– Dec. 7-9. Camp Kulaqua, 
high springs. registration 
begins Dec. 7 at 4 p.m. this 
spanish-language convention 
will provide lay members with 
training on discipleship in small 
groups and church planting, as 
well as evangelism plans for 
the coming year. Cost: $120. 
For local church-sponsored 
delegates, the attendee, the 
church, and Florida Conference 
each pay 1/3 of the registration 
fee ($40). Details: luz.bedoya@
floridaconference.com or 407-
644-5000 x153.
adventist Single adult 
Ministries New year’s retreat 
– Dec. 28-Jan. 1. Camp 
Kulaqua, high springs. a new 
year’s celebration with singles 
from across the nation, camp 
activities, seminars, special 
music, and the new tower of 
Faith. Cost: $169.55-$293.40 
depending on lodging choice 
and 3 or 4 nights, meals 
included. Commuter (no lodging) 
prices with and without meals 
also available. Details: 386-454-
1351.

Georgia-cumberland 

Sharehim homeland lay 
evangelism Training – nov. 2, 
3. Conference Office. Calhoun, 
ga.
celestial Praise Group – nov. 
10. Johnson City Church, tn.
chattanooga first 
homecoming – nov. 10. 
speaker: obed graham. 
Chattanooga, tn.
Dinner with the Doctor (health 
lecture) – nov. 12. east ridge, 
tn. 

chiP Summit – nov. 15-18. 
Cohutta springs Conference 
Center. Crandall, ga. 
Sustainable Preparedness 
Seminar – nov. 17, 18. Johnson 
City, tn. 
Pathfinder Teen challenge – 
nov. 30-Dec. 2. Cohutta springs 
youth Camp. Crandall, ga.  
Johnson city homecoming – 
Dec. 1. Johnson City, tn.
Dinner with the Doctor 
christmas Social – Dec. 11. 
east ridge, tn.
online registration for events 
available: www.registration.
gccsda.com.

Gulf States 

conference events calendar
complete calendar online
http://www.gscsda.org 
Teen invitational rock 
climbing – nov. 2-4.
Teen weekend – nov. 9-11.
Sharehim boot camp of 
evangelism – nov. 16, 17.
elders’/Deacons’ retreat – 
Dec. 7-9. Camp alamisco.

kentucky-Tennessee  

highland and Madison 
academy boards – nov. 8. 
Jan. 24.
conference association 
board – Dec. 4. Jan. 22.
conference executive 
committee – Dec. 4. Jan. 22.

Southern adventist 
University  

archaeology exhibit – nov. 7. 
exhibit opening for “the Battle 

announcements 

Napoleon b. Smith Seventh-
day adventist academy 
alumni weekend – april 12-14. 
For details, contact Franchis 
Cook at nbsmithalumni@gmail.
com.visit: www.nbsmithalumni.
com.

New Members’ Sabbath 
School resources – the new 
members’ Bible study guide has 
been prepared to assist in the 
task of making disciples. it is a 
valuable resource for assisting 
recently baptized members in 
understanding how to follow 
god’s Word. all the fundamental 
beliefs of the adventist Church 
are covered several times 
during the year, reinforcing basic 
doctrines. the series can be 
started with a new members’ 
class at any time and is not 
limited to the calendar year. 

over King David: excavating 
the Fortress of elah” features 
artifacts from digs by professors 
and students during recent trips 
to israel. Details: 423-236-2030.
Shawn boonstra – nov. 9, 
10. Join it is Written’s shawn 
Boonstra for key messages 
during the pierson Weekend 
of evangelism & missions 
at various times in both the 
Collegedale Church and 
thatcher hall Chapel. Details: 
423-236-2976.
christmas on the Promenade 
– nov. 27. start the Christmas 
season off right with musical 
performances and sweet treats. 
the event kicks off at 6:30 p.m. 
Details: 423-236-2814.
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Welcome to the
Southern Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

MINISTERIUM
A Convention for Pastors & their Families

 We are looking forward to seeing you and your family!
January 6-9, 2013

Daytona Beach Oceanfront Resort
100 North Atlantic Avenue • Daytona Beach, FL 32118 • Tel: (386) 947-8020

EXHIBIT BOOTH SPACES ARE AVAILABLE
Exhibitors Registration Deadline: November 30, 2012

Exhibitors Register Online at www.southernunion.com/ministerial 
Please contact Francine Long, Ministerial Administrative Assistant for registration and fee information. 

E-mail: flong@southernunion.com   •   404-299-1832, Ext. 449

Featuring


