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Vantage Point

Ministering Like Jesus
Christians believe that Jesus did far more than preach an hour a day and ride away 

from the masses on a stretch limo donkey. No, He was constantly rolling up His sleeves 
and getting His hands dirty. Jesus Christ actively demonstrated His love for people, no 
matter their race, gender, social status, or walk of life. He spent a lot of time caring for 
others and miraculously healing the sick, the lame, and the demon-possessed. The Gos-
pels don’t aim to account for all of His miracles, and sometimes they aren’t specific on 
the exact number of people impacted, but they speak of dozens of separate miracles, 
including healing the sick, giving sight to the blind, feeding thousands of people, and 
even bringing people back to life.

Jesus didn’t perform all these miracles simply to amaze friends and influence en-
emies. Instead, He did miraculous works to either show compassion to an individual or 
to build up a person’s faith. For the most part, the Bible indicates that Jesus’ miracles 
were practical, matter-of-fact, and behind-the-scenes. He performed some miracles in 
public, but He was no publicity hound. Jesus seemed to prefer to heal people when He 
was one on one with them, rather than in front of a large crowd.

Jesus may not have had the domed stadiums available that preachers speak in 
today, but He could surely pack the crowds in anywhere He went. During those count-
less impromptu sermons throughout the countryside, within town squares, and inside 
city temples, He spent a lot of time talking about how His followers should live.

Jesus was immensely practical in His teaching. He didn’t waste time expounding on 
abstract beliefs or want His followers to hang out in ivory towers. Instead, He empha-
sized how everyday people are to live in a sinful world of loneliness, regret, disappoint-
ment, and guilt.

You probably have heard the phrase, “What Would Jesus Do?” and seen the WWJD 
T-shirts that caused the craze at the turn of the century. Well, the reason for all the hype 
was that Christians believe they’re to live their lives as Jesus did — so many Christians 
used (and continue to use) this acronym as a sort of reminder. The Bible showcases the 
reality that Jesus truly led by example. As you minister, try to remember three funda-
mentals that happy and fulfilled Christians focus upon:

Jesus showed His followers how to live obedient lives. He spoke of being perfect, but 
He asked no more from others than what He practiced in His own life.

Jesus demonstrated how to live a balanced life. He was a man in the middle. On one 
side, He had holier-than-thou religious leaders who were preoccupied with following 
rules, yet had no love for their fellow men. On the other side, He had the “sinners” — 
tax collectors, prostitutes, and other outcasts — who may have been very accepting, 
but didn’t much care about purity. Time after time, Jesus weaved His way between the 
legalism of the religious leaders and the permissiveness of the sinners. He was holier 
than the “holy people” of His day, and yet He loved and accepted sinners as brothers 
and sisters.

Jesus showed how to live as a servant. He provided the ultimate example of being a 
servant by dying on a cross so that others might experience salvation.

Are you feeling depressed, lonely, or guilty because of life’s battering vicissitudes? It 
may prove helpful to explore the healing, caring, and compassion that Jesus has always 
shown for the “down and out.” I invite our members of the Southern Union to join me 
in the quest to minister like Jesus. 

Ron C. Smith,
D.Min., Ph.D. 
Southern Union
President
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Oakwood University Wins
“Retool Your School” Contest

BY KAY CAMPBELL

In a stealth campaign that ener-
gized Seventh-day Adventists around 
the world, Oakwood University, 
Huntsville, Alabama, and its 1,939 
students breezed past colleges with 
more than twice as many students to 
take first place in the recent Retool 

Your School campaign from Home 
Depot.

The number one finish brings 
with it $50,000 that will be used to 
construct and equip a 30- by 50-foot 
outdoor pavilion near the large pond 
on campus, complete with fireplace, 

outdoor appliances and grill, and 
landscaping around the area.

Best of all, says Tim Allston, 
director of public relations for Oak-
wood University, the school ran the 
campaign based on biblical prin-
ciples, teachings, and practices. The 

Cover Feature

Kisha Norris, Oakwood University development director, and Leslie Pollard, Ph.D., D.Min., Oakwood president, helped champion 
the Home Depot Retool Your School competition among Oakwood’s students, alumni, and world supporters. The University has won 
$50,000, the top prize, in the Home Depot promotion, an award announced Friday, May 3, 2013.
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competition was open to historically 
black colleges and universities in 
the United States, and 67 institutions 
entered the race. Fisk University in 
Nashville, Tennessee, and Tuskegee 
University in Tuskegee, Alabama, 

both won $10,000 grants in the same 
competition.

 “Our whole point was to be 
a witness,” Allston said about the 
award, which was announced Friday, 
May 3, 2013. 

“Because we encourage our sup-
porters to only vote six days a week, 
we would have a lead until Friday 
evening, fall to number 2 on Satur-
day, and then spike again on Satur-
day night.”

“It’s like when the Children of Is-
rael were in the wilderness,” Allston 
said. “On Friday, they collected twice 
as much manna to carry them over 
the Sabbath hours.”

Oakwood, the only historically 
black college or university for the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, struc-
tures its activities around keeping 
holy the Sabbath time from Friday 
night at sundown through Saturday 
night sundown. 

“Yes, it’s nice to get the $50,000,” 
Allston said. “But it was the witness-
ing opportunity that made it really 
special. People all over the country 
were looking at the competition 
and thinking, ‘Who is this Oakwood 
University?’”

Since Oakwood is part of the 

Seventh-day Adventist worldwide 
network of schools, which is sec-
ond only to Catholics for number 
of schools and colleges around the 
world, the University sent the “vote 
now, vote often” message to Adven-

tists around 
the world.

 
Secret recipe

During 
the Univer-
sity’s Honors 
Convocation 
on April 11, 
2013, shortly 
before the 
voting pe-
riod ended, 
Leslie Pollard, 
Ph.D., D.Min., 
Oakwood 
president, 

described 
the blend of 
networks and 

strategies as the “secret recipe” that 
resulted in votes coming in from 
around the globe.

It helps, too, Allston said, that 
Oakwood’s students hail from 42 
states and 22 countries, and made 
sure all their friends back home were 
voting.

Even the pavilion itself will be a 
witness, said Lucy Cort, who wrote 
the grant application for Oakwood. 
Students will be involved in its con-
struction, and the 
structure itself will 
support one of the 
objectives of Oak-
wood University 
and Seventh-day 
Adventism: to keep 
healthy as a sacred 
duty.

“Our campus 
really needed 
an outdoor rec-
reational facil-
ity — a place for 
students to relax, 
congregate, study 
perhaps, and also 
for social gather-
ings,” Cort said. 
“This will promote 

healthful living in fresh air — part of 
how Oakwood believes in healthful 
living to help develop mind, body, 
and spirit. We think it will be a beau-
tiful place.”

Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle 
and the Huntsville City Council 
members recognized Oakwood’s vic-
tory during the City Council meeting 
Thursday, May 9, 2013, Allston said.

“Thanks again for your tireless 
daily voting, which allowed us to win 
the coveted and competitive $50,000 
Home Depot grand prize. Let’s move 
from the Home Depot ‘Retool Your 
School’ contest, to now the ‘Reclaim 
Your Name’ initiative! If during the 
February 19 to April 15 Home Depot 
contest you voted for Oakwood 
University at least one time, please 
send us your individual name by 
June 30, so that we can include your 
name to be displayed in our “Reclaim 
Your Name” Champions Roll Call at 
the new upcoming outdoor pavilion. 
Please do it today. Email your name 
to pr@oakwood.edu,” –Tim Allston

Visit www.oakwood.edu/news 
to view the hour-long video of the 
April 11, 2013, Honors Convocation 
at Oakwood University. It includes 
Leslie Pollard’s explanation of how 
Oakwood energized Adventists 
around the world to support the Uni-
versity in the Home Depot “Retool 
Your School” contest.   

Kay Campbell, religion reporter 
for The Huntsville Times.

Senior Oakwood supporters like Ethel Dykes, retired former Oak-
wood University Church secretary, voted daily with their electronic 
devices.

This artist’s sketch shows part of the concept for the new pa-
vilion that the Home Depot grant will help create at Oakwood 
University, Huntsville, Alabama. The $50,000 grant should be 
in hand this month, officials said, with construction to begin 
this summer.
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Connecting with our Creator
BY JONATHAN HICKEY

Lord’s
Prayer
the

Imagine. You’re sitting at work, 
focusing on the day’s activities, when 
you see something out of the corner 
of your eye. Walking towards you 
is a man dressed in a long robe, 
looking like he just stepped out 
of The Bible mini-series on the 
History Channel. He walks up to 
your desk and introduces himself 
as a disciple of Jesus Christ. Be-
fore you can say, “Where’s your 
camel?” he begins to share with 
you the incredible things he saw 
while following the Savior. As he 
speaks something happens: You 
forget about the tasks you have 
to accomplish today and start 
to listen. You find yourself smiling, 
encouraged to know that God loves 
you.

This kind of thing doesn’t typi-
cally happen at the workplace, but 
at Florida Hospital, once a year, em-
ployees and patients experience just 
that and more. The Week of Spiritual 
Renewal is an annual celebration of 
the ministry of Florida Hospital as 

well as a reminder of our unique 
mission, “To extend the healing 
ministry of Christ.” This year’s Week 
of Spiritual Renewal was held in the 
days leading up to Easter.

The theme centered on the 
Lord’s Prayer and emphasized “Con-
necting with Our Creator” through 
prayer. Peter Bath, vice president for 
mission and human resources at Flor-
ida Hospital Tampa, was the featured 
speaker in each of the five daily 
videos emailed to employees each 
morning. It was a time for employees 
to step out of their busy schedules, 

reflect on God’s goodness and lift up 
one another’s burdens through the 
power of prayer. 

Department leaders and spiritual 
ambassadors, employees who have 

volunteered to go a step farther 
in incorporating mission into 
their everyday work, made the 
week special with events such as 
potlucks, prayer times, and Easter 
sunrise services. In addition to 
dramas and daily video messages, 
employees were given devotion 
booklets and key chains featuring 
the Lord’s Prayer.

Through all of these endeav-
ors, Florida Hospital creates an 
environment of healing — not 

just the mind and body, but also the 
spirit. Many employees share that the 
Week of Spiritual Renewal is their fa-
vorite time of the year, and they are 
deeply touched by the messages. 

If you are interested in viewing 
the video series, The Lord’s Prayer, 
visit www.employees.FloridaHospital.
org/wse/.  

Adventist Health System Feature
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In 1962 Gary F. Bradley, a 
member of the Fletcher, North 
Carolina, Church, was drafted into 
the Army and served as a conscien-
tious objector. After boot camp, his 
primary post was in medical research 
at Walter Reed Hospital. He worked 
on many ground-breaking projects, 
but his most notable contribution 
to saving the lives of soldiers in the 
battlefield was a full blood lab that 
could be dropped from the air. This 
was his first life-
saving project. 
After serving 
two years in the 
military he con-
tinued to work at 
Walter Reed an-
other two years. 
At that time, 
although offered 
a promotion, he 
decided to leave 
Walter Reed and 
return to his 
home in western 
North Carolina. 

For the next 
37 years Gary 
continued to 
invent life-saving 
devices for pilots 
to safely eject 
from their aircraft. He helped design 
ejection seats, safety harnesses, res-
cue vests, and helmets. The Navy, Air 

Force, Marines, and Army are all cur-
rently flying Gary’s emergency rescue 
flotation device. He also worked on 
a prototype system for the space 
shuttle which allowed astronauts to 
eject in an emergency, on take-off 
or landing. Gary has worked on 16 
patents for safety and rescue devices, 
and has been instrumental in improv-
ing many others. 

Though semi-retired, Gary con-
tinued to work as a consultant for 
an engineering firm. After months of 
research and development, he finally 

solved the Navy’s 
helicopter harness 
safety problem 
with his quick 
release fitting. His 
solution won him 
yet another patent, 
but the story did 
not end there. 

The United 
States Navy was 
so impressed with 
Gary’s simple and 
effective design 
that they chose to 
honor his patent. 
On November 20, 
2012, at the Naval 
Air Warfare Center 
in Patuxent River, 
Maryland, Gary 
was honored, with 

others, at a ceremony attended by 
admirals and other high-ranking mili-
tary officials. Gary received the Navy 

Combat Patent of the Year Award for 
the “Quick Release Fitting,” United 
States Patent Number 8,056,196. At 
the event, one of the attending ad-
mirals turned to Gary and said, “This 
invention will be on all of our heli-
copters in the next two years, and 
we know that it will save the lives of 
our service men and women.” 

Gary feels blessed by the Lord 
to serve his country, and to be a wit-
ness among the military personnel 
with whom he has become acquaint-
ed. They know that he is a Seventh-
day Adventist and a vegetarian, and 
make accommodations for him in 
their meals, meetings, and equip-
ment testing times. Gary is a humble 
man who is always willing to help a 
neighbor or church member. He and 
his wife, Ruth, have been active in 
the Fletcher Church and community 
since moving there in 1966.  

Gary Bradley demonstrates the harness 
he invented.

Adapted with permission from the 
Hendersonville Times-News.

Carolina Feature
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Bob Clayton, and his son, Alex, 
an eighth grade student at Greeneville 
Adventist Academy, Greeneville, Ten-
nessee, are going to Guatemala via a 
church bus — an old, moss covered, 
rusty, non-working, church bus.  

Back in 2010 Clayton and his 
oldest son went on a mission trip to 
Guatemala with a group from Green-
eville Adventist Academy, as well as a 
larger group from Georgia-Cumberland 
Academy, Calhoun, Georgia.  

What an awesome experience, 
helping others and learning about 
another culture. Three churches 
were built, health screenings given to 
hundreds of people, a Vacation Bible 
School was conducted, and evange-
listic meetings were given every night 
with many baptisms at the close. God 
changed the lives of many people; not 
only the Guatemalans, but those on 
the trip as well.

When the Claytons returned to the 
states, Bob told his youngest son, Alex, 
that when he was old enough, they 
would also go on a mission trip.  

This year Alex is old enough. 
The same group is planning a trip to 
Guatemala. This time it will be in a 
different part of the country, but doing 
the same work and ministry.

Clayton called the local director 
for the mission trip and told him they 
had no money, but he and his son 
would really like to go. Clayton and 
his son needed $2,000 for the trip. 
(The Clayton family was actually in the 
“negative” category financially.) Some 
people would just throw up their 
hands at this point 
and say, “There’s no 
way. We can’t go.”

The director 
mentioned that his 
stepfather had some 
scrap metal that he 
would donate if 
the Claytons could 
gather it and take it 
to the metal recy-
clers.  

Bob Clayton 
and his son called, 
and then went to this older gentle-
man’s home. He was glad to give the 
scrap metal, and while standing in his 
yard talking, he mentioned he had an 
old church bus parked in the woods 
behind his house. He said the Claytons 
could have the bus if they could find 
a way to get it to the recycling place. 
He said it had been sitting for about 15 
years, and he used it mostly for stor-

age. The front of the bus was covered 
with lichen and moss, and was quite 
a sight.

After a few phone calls, a local 
tow truck driver agreed to haul it, and 
he charged less than usual. After pay-
ing the tow truck driver, the Claytons 
had $1,100 to start on the way to Gua-

temala. (The original 
scrap metal brought 
$54.)

What a boost to 
their spirits, to contin-
ue on with plans to be 
in Guatemala. What a 
mighty God we serve! 
God helped raise 
the remaining funds 
through generous gifts 
from local doctors and 
friends.

The whole experi-
ence reminded one of the story in 
the Bible of Israel crossing the Jordan 
River. It wasn’t until they stepped into 
the river that it parted and they were 
all able to cross. When the Claytons 
decided to go to Guatemala and took 
the first step by making the phone call, 
then God made a clear pathway.  

Alex and Bob Clayton used cre-
ative resources to fund their way 
on a mission trip to Guatemala.

Georgia-Cumberland Feature

Tennessee to Guatemala on a Bus?
By BOB CLAYTON
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National Day of Prayer 
at Gordon Hospital BY Karen shaw

More than 550 Chris-
tians circled Gordon Hospi-
tal in Calhoun, Georgia, on 
Thursday, May 2, 2013, in 
unified prayer.

In observance of the 
National Day of Prayer, the 
Gordon Hospital Chris-
tian Service Committee 
organized an event called 
“Circle the Hospital in 
Prayer” to bring together 
believers in prayer for the 
community as well as for 
the hospital’s mission of ex-
tending the healing ministry 
of Christ to all they serve.

“What an amazing experience 
of Christian unity that was displayed 
on our hospital campus,” Gordon 
Hospital Chaplain Dave Smith says. 
“We extended the invitations to all 
believers, and we had a wonderful 
turnout.”

More than 42 congregations were 
represented at the event, and more 
than 550 participants and employees 
prayed the simultaneous prayer.

“A human chain of prayers 

reached all around the hospital build-
ing!” Smith adds. “I wish to thank all 
participants for calling down Heav-
en’s strength for our community and 
our hospital.”

Upon arrival, participants were 
instructed to pray from their hearts 
or pray the prayer from the card 
provided by the chaplain. The prayer 
in its entirety said: 

“Almighty Father of All Mankind,
Our petitions ascend to You 

from the combined faith of all Gor-

don County. We all 
need You! Our church-
es, our commissioners 
and mayor, our judges, 
sheriff, and law en-
forcement officers need 
You. Our service men 
and women and their 
families, our firemen, 
emergency medical 
technicians, ambulanc-
es, and medical flight 
team, all need You. Our 
teachers and principals, 
Dads and Moms, singles 
and newly-marrieds, 
elderly, young adults, 

teens, children and infants need You! 
Pastors and counselors, physicians 
and health professionals, business 
leaders and craftsmen, bankers and 
mechanics, maintenance pros and 
construction teams, and the victims 
of violence from Sandy Hook to 
Boston! All of us need You! So, Lord 
God, send down Heaven’s power 
for Good on Gordon County, the 
ministry of Gordon Hospital, and the 
United States of America! Amen.”  

An aerial photograph provided by Don Keele, pastor of the Georgia Cumberland Academy Church, and pilot Steve Hannah, chief oper-
ating officer of Gordon Hospital, shows the human chain of prayer surrounding Gordon Hospital on the National Day of Prayer.

More than 550 people circled Gordon Hospital in Calhoun, Georgia, 
on the National Day of Prayer to pray for the community and the 
hospital. 

Georgia-Cumberland Feature
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In 1995, Adventist World Avia-
tion (AWA), a supporting ministry of 
the General Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists was founded to meet 
the demands from isolated frontier 
missionaries in desperate need of air 
support.

Headquartered in Sullivan, 
Wisconsin, AWA operates 13 aircraft 
at eight sites in 
three countries 
to support and 
relieve physical 
suffering while 
proclaiming the 
Gospel where 
people have 
never heard 
about the end-
less love of the 
Creator, Jesus 
Christ.

Answering 
the call to serve 
with the AWA 
team in Guyana, 
South America, 
are Vonzell and 
Gwendolyn 
Chancy, mem-
bers of the Phila-
delphia Church in 
Council, North Carolina. 

Vonzell obtained a private pilot 
license, instrument rating, commer-
cial pilot license, and an aircraft me-
chanic license from Andrews Univer-
sity during several years of training, 
and has been flying for pleasure, 
simply because he enjoys it. But now 
he has the opportunity to fulfill his 
longtime goal of serving the Lord as 

a missionary pilot. Gwendolyn has 
more than 20 years of practice as an 
OB/GYN nurse practitioner with the 
military/civilian sector, and is cur-
rently completing studies in nurse-
midwifery. 

“Gwen and I spent 10 days in 
Mabaruma, Guyana, in February on 
a site visit to observe the day-to-day 

operations of 
the AWA team 
there, and to 
participate with 
them in their 
outreach ac-
tivities and flight 
evacuations. 
What a blessed 
experience. In 
fact, after the 
long overnight 
flight from John 
F. Kennedy In-
ternational Air-
port in Queens, 
New York, to 
the Cheddi 
Jagan Interna-
tional Airport 
in Georgetown, 

Guyana, Laura, 
the AWA pilot, 

met us at the airport on that Monday 
morning with a six-seater Cessna 206. 
She helped load our baggage, got us 
airborne, and then said to me, ‘You 
got the plane,’ to which I replied, ‘I 
got the plane,’ and flew it in and out 
of the clouds for an hour and fifteen 
minutes to our destination — the vil-
lage of Mabaruma,” said Vonzell.

The plane was flown almost 

daily during the stay. On that Mon-
day evening a call was received to 
transport a patient from the vil-
lage of Bemichi, 35 miles south of 
Mabaruma, back to Georgetown to 
be treated for malaria and dengue 
fever. However, no one can fly at 
night due to the heavily populated 
forest areas and no lighting on the 
short landing strips, so we could not 
respond until Tuesday morning when 
we did successfully evacuate the pa-
tient. I talked with the patient’s nurse 
a week later and learned that he was 
doing well, thank God.

The Amerindians of Guyana have 
been blessed by the plane, and it 
has proven to be an opening wedge 
for Bible studies and baptisms. Since 
1995, AWA’s influence has resulted 
in more than 43,000 individuals 
reached, 25 churches or schools 
established or built, more than 2,000 
emergency medical evacuations, and 
more than eight million missionary 
seat miles.

What a blessed privilege the Lord 
has provided the Chancys. Gwen-
dolyn is looking forward to serving 
as a missionary nurse, and Vonzell 
considers it a joy to serve God and 
the people of Guyana as a mission-
ary pilot.

Our mission is to reach the 
unreached, because God said so in 
Mark 16:15. We are Adventist World 
Aviation / Wings for Humanity. If 
you would like to learn more, we 
would love to share with you. Simply 
contact Vonzell Chancy at Chancy@
flyawa.org, or 910-645-4523.  

Vonzell Chancy, Adventist World Aviation 
missionary pilot

South Atlantic Feature

BY VONZELL AND GWENDOLOYN CHANCY
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Mission to Haiti
By Rebecca Grice

A small, white, 15 x 20-foot-frame 
house sits on top of a steep hill in a 
remote area of Haiti, Port Au Prince. In-
side, a family smiles as rain falls steadily 
on their roof. They are dry because they 
are in a real house instead of their for-
mer home — a less-than-30-square-foot 
grass-roof shanty with dirt floors where 
they got wet every time it rained. This 
family’s new home has three rooms, a 
porch, concrete 
floors, and a 
tin roof. They 
know their 
good fortune 
has happened 
because a 
group of stu-
dents and staff 
from Bass Me-
morial Academy (BMA), who decided 
to spend their Spring Break helping 
their community.

The BMA mission to Haiti began 
February 26, 2013, as 16 students and 
14 support staff crowded onto a bus 
for the trip to the airport. The staff 
included several BMA teachers and 
administrators, a chaplain from Heritage 
Academy, parents of students, church 
members, and BMA alumni. Their goal 
was to operate a medical clinic and to 
build a house for a family recommended 
by the mayor of Laschobas. Lascahobas 
is a small community located in the cen-
tral plateau of Haiti, roughly one hour 

west of the border with the Dominican 
Republic.

The mission team’s final destina-
tion was a mission outpost located near 
Laschobas. The outpost is run by Ronald 
and Marjorie Magloire. The Magloires 
are native Haitians who had lived in the 
United States for 27 years. They gave up 
all their possessions and a chance at early 
retirement to commit the rest of their 

lives to this mis-
sion in Haiti.

The team 
arrived in Port Au 
Prince airport later 
than expected. It 
was dark before 
they left the city, 
but after enduring 
a three-hour ride 

over a curvy, bumpy road, they arrived 
at the Upward Bound Orphanage which 
would be home for the next week.

The next morning Kerry Neall, 
M.D., an emergency room physician; 
Kim Carr; and students helped open 
and organize the medical supplies that 
had been brought. Once the clinic had 
been set up, the group split with one 
going to build the house.

The way to get to the building site 
was six-tenths of a mile up and down 
steep hills on a single-track foot trail. 
The team spent most of the day haul-
ing building supplies on their backs to 
the site. Phil Wilhelm, BMA principal 

says, “The students were troopers, and 
worked like pack mules. We did have 
two horses for part of the time. They 
hauled in the 94-pound-bags of Portland 
cement.”

Kim Carr, who worked at the medical 
clinic says, “One day one of our transla-
tors needed to leave early, but the medical 
team didn’t want to stop. People had 
been waiting to be seen for hours in the 
hot sunshine. Despite not having much 
medicine, God provided so we could meet 
every need.”

After working hard all day, the team 
helped with a Vacation Bible School for 
the children each night.

On the last day, the elderly gentle-
man for whom they had built the house 
came to thank them. Wilhelm says, “We 
didn’t have to understand him to know 
how much this meant to him and his 
family.” 

Kerry Neall, M.D., and Kim Carr 
spent the last afternoon following up 
with visits from patients they had seen 
earlier. A benign tumor that had been 
on one woman’s breast for 17 years was 
removed. “The lady was so grateful!” 
says Carr.

As the team said their final good-
byes, all were touched by what they had 
seen. It was evident that all those who 
love the Lord and come to help, make 
a positive impact on the community.   

Gulf States Feature
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In Their Shoes:
Making the experience for guests the best it can be

I visit many churches. 
Churches of all sizes. 
Churches of all languages. 
Churches in major cit-
ies, and churches in the 
country. Churches of all 
styles. Here are three rec-
ommendations for creat-
ing a better experience 
for guests that attend your 
church. Pay attention to 
what guests experience in 
these areas:

1. What they hear. 
Do you keep the service 
positive? Is the Sabbath 
School director happy 
about the ones that are 
there, or is there com-
plaining about the ones 
that aren’t? Are you prone 
to speaking adventese, or 
can guests clearly discern 
and understand?  When 
offering time comes, does 
it paint a picture of vision 
and progress, or is it a list 
of complaints about bills, 
past dues, and lack of 
commitment from mem-
bers? People give, are 
attracted to, and inspired 
by a positive vision, not a 
litany of complaints.

2. What they see. This 
is a problem in many 
churches (I would say 
most, but I don’t want to 
sound negative). As I was 
saying, in most churches 
there is no clear signage. 
You know where bath-
rooms, children’s class-
rooms, the sanctuary, and 
the fellowship hall are. Do 
they? No! Another thing 
they see is clutter. The 

longer 
you are in 
a church 
the less 
you see 
the bro-
ken win-
dow held with duct tape, 
the ceiling that has water 
spots, the year-old bul-
letins in the classrooms, 
the boxes, hymnals out 
of place, broken things 
in the parking lot, and 
rusty chairs. The messages 
that this sends are, 
“We don’t care about 
our church,” “Neither 
should you,” “Please 
don’t come here,” 
“We’re good.”

3. What they smell. 
Many bathrooms in 
churches smell bad, 
look bad, and would 
never be acceptable in 
any of the members’ 
homes. Churches with 
musty smells, which 
reek of unattractive 
odors, send a message: 
“Today’s service is to be 
endured, not enjoyed.” 
Andy Stanley, in his 
book Deep & Wide,* 
says, “The physical 
environment does more 
than leave an impres-
sion; it sends a mes-
sage.” In many churches 
the message is, “We 
aren’t expecting guests,” 
“What we are doing 
here is not all that 
important,” “We expect 
somebody to clean up 
after us,” “We don’t take 
pride in our church.”  

What 
changes 
can you 
make? 
Who can 
be a set 
of fresh 

eyes you could invite to 
take a look at your church 
and point out some areas 
where you can improve? 

“If we would humble 
ourselves before God, and 
be kind and courteous 
and tenderhearted and 

pitiful, there would be 
one hundred conversions 
to the truth where now 
there is only one,” Testi-
monies, vol. 9, page 189. 

*Stanley, Andy (2012-
09-25). Deep & Wide: 
Creating Churches Un-
churched People Love to 
Attend (Kindle Locations 
1693-1695). Zondervan. 
Kindle Edition.

 

LEAD News
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Enhancing Your Life Through Trust in God
Our Desire
A majority of Americans 

consider themselves to be 
religious; 75 percent believe 
America’s wellbeing is highly 
dependent upon its spiri-
tual health. When surveyed, 
people say that their faith, 
more than anything else, gets 
them through hard times.  

Fact or Fiction
But, is there substance 

behind our feelings about 
faith and trust, or is all of this 
just a nice illusion for sooth-
ing troubled emotions when 
life gets tough?

Unconditional Love
Bernie Siegel, M.D., 

writes, “Unconditional love is 
the most powerful stimulant 
of the immune system. The 
truth is: love heals.” Research 
confirms that feeling loved by 

God is associated with higher 
self-esteem, less depression, 
less physical disability, and 
greater self-rated health.

A Better Life
The Oxford University 

Press Handbook of Reli-
gion and Health, published 
in 2001, was a result of an 
extensive review of more 
than 1,200 published stud-
ies in physical and social 
health fields. The authors 
concluded, “Our systematic 
review revealed that the 
majority of studies indicate 
that religiousness is asso-
ciated with less coronary 
artery disease, hyperten-
sion, stroke, immune 
system dysfunction, cancer, 
and functional impairment; 
fewer negative health be-
haviors; and lower overall 
mortality.”

Evidence
Although we 

have only scratched 
the surface, evidence 
suggests religious 
people have stronger 
psychological health, 
greater life satisfac-
tion, and are happier 
and more optimistic; 
trust in God enhanc-
es every area of our 
life. 

Henry Ward 
Beecher penned this 
sage insight: “Every 
tomorrow has two 
handles. We can take 
hold of it with the 
handle of anxiety or 
the handle of faith.” 

That’s CREATION 
Health!

—BY LYNELL 
LAMOUNTAIN

CREATION Health

Carolina 
Ken Ford (704) 596-3200

Florida 
Phil Bond (407) 644-5000

Georgia-Cumberland 
Mitch Hazekamp (706) 629-7951

Gulf States 
Rick Hutchinson (334) 272-7493

Kentucky-Tennessee 
Lin Powell (615) 859-1391

Oakwood University 
Fred Pullins (256) 726-8278

South Atlantic 
Lawrence Hamilton (404)792-0535

South Central 
Michael Harpe (615) 226-6500

Southeastern 
Brent Waldon (352) 735-3142

Southern Adventist University 
Carolyn Liers (423) 236-2818

Wanting to continue her love for nursing after 
retirement, Louise began her search to locate 

a school where she could help future nursing 
students. “I was looking for a school that upholds 
the standards and teachings of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church,” said Louise. 
By including a planned gift in her estate plan
that will create an endowment fund for nursing

 scholarships at Southern Adventist University, Louise will
                continue her legacy of generosity and service to others.

Retired Nurse 
Shares Legacy 

with Students

SUSDAGift.org

To learn how you can continue a 
legacy of generosity, contact your local 
Conference or University Planned 
Giving & Trust Services Representative.
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Adventist Health System

Renovated ED Elevates Patient Experience

Hospital Dedicates Newly Remodeled Chapel

Patients, employees, 
and members of the Jellico, 
Tenn., community gathered 
to witness the ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony on April 2, 
2013, for Jellico Community 
Hospital’s newly renovated 
Emergency Department 
(ED). The $3.6 million proj-
ect, which has been in the 
works for two years, added 
more than 2,000 square 
feet of clinical areas and 
offices.

“From 
a patient 
experience, 
aesthetic 
quality, 
and func-
tional design 
standpoint, 
the space 
is second 
to none,” 
said Jason 
Dunkel, 

Jellico Community Hos-
pital executive director of 
business development and 
marketing.

A new nurses’ sta-
tion, outpatient waiting 
area, and private exam 
rooms are just a few of 
the features the new ED 
offers. Each was designed 
to reduce patient wait times 
and provide more pri-
vacy, elevating the overall 
patient experience. “We 

are already getting word 
back from patients who 
are reporting very positive 
experiences,” Dunkel said.

Employees such as 
Katelyn Hackler, patient 
access representative, are 
benefiting from the chang-
es as well. “All of the new 
equipment helps me be 
more efficient at my job, 
which is always a plus 
when assisting patients,” 
Hackler said. In addi-
tion, a new break room 
and physician sleep 
room were added, pro-
viding a place for em-
ployees to rest between 
hectic schedules.

“This is an invest-
ment certainly in the 
hospital, but it is also an 
investment in the com-
munity,” Erik Wang-
sness, Jellico Communi-
ty Hospital CEO, said of 

the renovated ED. “We feel 
blessed that through these 
changes we can continue 
‘Extending the Healing 
Ministry of Christ,’ and of-
fer even better care to our 
community at large.”

—BY RAINEY TURLINGTON

Takoma Regional Hos-
pital in Greeneville, Tenn., 
has always had a chapel, 
but it was not quite the 
chapel the 
staff dreamed 
of offering to 
visitors as a 
place of sanc-
tuary. Now, 
thanks to the 
hard work of 
many chap-
lains and 
employees, it 
has a warm 
and welcom-
ing feel.

“This is 
the chapel 

that we have been want-
ing for a few years now,” 
said Jan Leffers, chaplain at 
Takoma Regional Hospital. 

“We’re very excited about 
the new look.”

Community members 
gathered with hospital 

employees to 
dedicate the 
newly remod-
eled space on 
April 18, 2013. 
So many were 
in attendance 
that they could 
not all fit inside 
the small room. 
Instead, a line 
stretched out 
the door and 
down both 
walls of the 
hallway.

“Our new chapel will 
provide our patients and 
their families, as well as 
our staff, a place where 
they can talk to God and 
sense His presence,” Lef-
fers said. “The chapel is 
anointed and dedicated 
to all who seek His will 
in their lives, and to those 
who want a break from 
life’s pressures. That has 
been and is the purpose for 
our chapel.”

The chapel, which is 
located to the side of the 
main lobby, is open daily 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

—BY TINA CHUDINA
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Adventist University of Health Sciences

Adventist University 
of Health Sciences distrib-
uted $144,000 in scholar-
ships to 84 students at 
the annual Scholarship 
Awards Banquet on April 4, 
2013. Thanks to generous 
donors, this is a $47,000 
increase from the total 
awarded in 2012.

Silfane Clenord, junior 
health sciences major and 
recipient of the Amelia Ro-
eder Scholarship, founded 
by Dawn and Larry McLen-
don, said the gift helps 
relieve financial stress for 
her and her family.

“It’s really nice to 
know that people out there 
care about my education,” 

Clenord said.
At the banquet, stu-

dents discovered that there 
were, in fact, 
many who 
cared deeply 
about their 
education: the 
scholarship 
donors.

Starting 
a scholarship 
was so impor-
tant to Bar-
bara Santos, an 
alumna of the 
nursing school 
at Florida 
Hospital of the 
class of 1951, 
that she asked 

her friends and family to 
donate to her scholarship 
fund rather than to give her 

birthday or Christmas gifts.
Santos hopes that the 

students who receive schol-
arships will one 
day “pass it for-
ward,” and help 
others when 
they are able.

“I remember 
my two daugh-
ters received 
scholarships, 
and that’s part 
of the reason I 
wanted to give,” 
Santos said. “It 
only takes a 
spark to get a 
fire going.”

—BY SARAH 
CROWDER

What began 
as an under-
graduate research 
practicum for one 
health and bio-
medical sciences 
student, turned 
into an oppor-
tunity to present 
his findings to 
science faculty 
and profession-
als from all over 
Florida.

After writing 
and submitting 
an abstract about 
his research, Stephen Valle, 
senior biomedical sciences 
major, was invited to pres-
ent in the medical sciences 
section at the Florida Acad-
emy of Sciences Annual 
Meeting on March 8, 2013.

The annual meeting is 
a venue for professionals, 
faculty, undergraduate, and 
graduate students to pres-
ent their research results.

For the last year and a 
half, Valle researched how 
an antioxidant extract from 

coconuts, when 
introduced into a 
cell culture medi-
um, could destroy 
cancer cells. With 
more research, 
he hopes it could 
one day be a more 
holistic approach to 
treating cancer. “It’s 
exciting and opens 
up a lot of doors. 
The more research 
I do, the more in-
terested I am.”

Sue Baker, 
Ph.D., and Sebas-

tian Farrell, Ph.D., health 
and biomedical sciences 
professors, taught Valle 
research techniques and 
mentored him through the 
process.

“Being selected is an 

indication that the mem-
bers of the Academy see 
potential in the student’s 
work, and deem it relevant 
to the section the abstract 
is submitted to,” Baker 
said.

Valle graduated in 
April, and has applied for 
a grant to continue his 
research.

“This type of research 
experience benefits the 
students greatly, and gives 
them an edge when ap-
plying to medical schools,” 
Baker said. “Beyond that, 
this work is contribut-
ing great insights to the 
medical community and 
the public in general.”

—BY SARAH CROWDER

Student Presents Cancer Research at Florida 
Academy of Sciences Annual Meeting

84 Students Receive Scholarships at Awards Banquet

Stephen Valle stands with Bibi Singhi, D.P.M., sec-
tion chair of the medical sciences section, at the 
Florida Academy of Sciences Annual Meeting.

William Coleman awards Adventist University student 
Amanda Wagner with a scholarship at the Scholarship 
Awards Banquet on April 4, 2013.
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Carolina News

Motorcycles and Ministry: A Perfect Match
Since he grew up in 

a famous racing family 
and then became a pas-
tor, mixing motor vehicles 
and ministry is a natural 
thing for John Earnhardt, 
pastor. At present he is 
working with Motor Racing 
Outreach at four Nascar 
racetracks, as well as being 
the pastor of Upward, N.C., 
Church. And, he also hosts 
car/motorcycle/truck shows 
and invites the community. 

Motor enthusiasts are able 
to bring their prize vehicles 
to show, swap stories, eat, 
and fellowship while listen-
ing to music. He even 
brings his Micro Midget, 
built in 1956 and 
worked on by Ralph 
Earnhardt.

Sounds like a fun 
time, doesn’t it? It is, 
and it’s also a ministry! 
As a result of these 
events, several people 

have initiated relationships 
with the Adventist Church 
and become baptized. Yes, 
evangelism in the pew is 

vital, but evangelism at a 
car show? That’s reaching 
out and finding people, 
wherever they are, for 
Christ.

The next show is on 
Sunday, September 15, 
2013, from 1 to 5 p.m., 
at Fletcher Valley Natural 
Foods in Fletcher, N.C. For 
information, call John Earn-
hardt at 864-985-2908.

—BY BECKY CARPENTER

Young Serviceman Finally Finds Peace
Retired pastor and fam-

ily counselor David White, 
member of Foster Church 
in Asheville, N.C., has a 
unique ministry. White 
works with veterans from 
the Veterans Restoration 
Quarters, VRQ, in Ashe-
ville.

The 210 homeless vet-
erans who live at the facil-
ity are there for PTSD (post 
traumatic stress disorder), 
family and relationship 
problems, drug and alcohol 
issues, or a combination 
thereof. White has devel-
oped a Bible 
study group 
that he con-
ducts every 
Sunday 
afternoon 
and evening. 
As many as 
30 to 40 men 
attend the 
study each 
week.

Last fall 
Ron Clouzet, 
D.Min., from Andrews Uni-
versity came to the Ashe-
ville/Hendersonville area 

to conduct an evangelistic 
field school and a seminar 
entitled “Decoding Proph-
ecy.” White invited Clouzet 
to the VRQ. The men in the 
study group got to know 
Clouzet and were invited to 
the meetings being held at 
Foster Church. 

One of the veterans 
who came to the meet-
ings was Frankie Scott. 
Scott came from a very 
abusive home. His father 
was an alcoholic and was 
mentally and physically 
abusive to him, his sister, 

and especially his mother. 
When Scott graduated with 
honors from high school, 

he was determined 
to get away from 
this environment. 
He desired to go to 
college; however, 
his father refused to 
support him in any 
way. Scott realized 
that the only way 
he could afford 
college was to join 
the army, which al-
lowed him to obtain 
his education, then 
afterward fulfill his 
army obligation. His 
plans changed when, 
shortly after classes 
began, 9/11 took 
place and Scott was 
immediately called 
into active duty. 

Due to his PTSD, the 
doctors had given him 
drugs to calm his anxiety. 
This, he claims, was the 
start of his drug addiction. 
Scott will tell you that he 
experienced very dark days 
and months. It wasn’t until 
he began attending the 
Bible studies with David 
White, met Ron Clouzet, 
and attended the evange-

lism seminar, that he finally 
realized there was “Hope” 
once again.

After the Clouzet meet-
ings, Scott asked David 
White to baptize him. He 
is now looking into finding 
a ministry where he can 
serve his Savior. 

—BY RON QUICK

David White

Frankie Scott
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Carolina News

Conference Sponsors First Church Growth, 
Church Planting Rally

The Carolina Confer-
ence Church Planting 
Department sponsored 
the first Church Growth 
and Church Planting Rally 
on April 6, 2013, at the 
University City Church in 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Leslie Louis, Carolina 
Conference president, set 
the tone with a powerful 
opening message on dis-
cipleship. Pastors Art Ran-
dall, Julio Flores, Jonathan 
Michael, and Kevin Kim led 

out in various English and 
Spanish breakout sessions 
on conduct-
ing effec-
tive small 
groups, 
how to 
grow your 
church, 
steps to 
planting a 
church, and 
how to find 
and con-
duct Bible 

studies. The last general 
session featured a case for 

birthing healthy church 
plants all over the Carolinas 
to reach people in un-
reached areas.

Special thanks to Ryan 
Ashlock, pastor, and the 
members of Charlotte 
University City Church for 
hosting the rally, and to 
Laura Andrews for helping 
to coordinate the event. 
Plan to attend next year!

—BY BRAD CAULEY

Leslie Louis, Carolina Conference president

Charleston Church Members Hold 
Healthy Start Weekend

Just 
when many 
were get-
ting weary 
of their 
New Year’s 
resolutions, 
Charleston, 
S.C., Church 
members 
held a 
healthy start 
weekend 
February 2-3, 
2013. The weekend began 
Sabbath morning with 
keynote speaker Codring-
ton Banda who brought a 
message on using God’s 
original health principles 
for optimal living. Banda 
delivered a special Vespers 
service entitled “You’re 
Sick and You Don’t Even 
Know It.” This presenta-
tion focused on common 
conditions that compromise 
health, and natural ap-

proaches to helping bodies 
heal themselves. After the 
Vespers service, the health 
fair started. Volunteers 
created and led interactive 
booths representing the 
eight health principles of 
nutrition, exercise, water, 
sunlight, temperance, air, 
rest, and trust in God. 
Nurses and doctors from 
the congregation provided 
wellness checks, including 
blood pressure, heart rate, 
body mass index, and pul-

monary function testing. 
One of the most popu-

lar events of the evening 
included a chiropractic 
consultation and demon-
stration of the health ben-
efits of massage by Heidi 
Norman, D.C. Another 
demonstration was on how 
to grow vegetables using 
hydroponics. Participants 
enjoyed a variety of healthy 
snacks and drinks. Recipes 
were included for partici-

pants to take home and try 
out with their families. 

The health weekend 
continued Sunday morning 
with a 5K fun run/walk. 
Braving cool weather and 
windy conditions, partici-
pants of all ages gathered 
for stretches and warm-up 
exercises before complet-
ing the scenic 5K course 
along the West Ashley Gre-
enway. This was followed 
by a juicing demonstration 
where a variety of organic 
fruits and vegetables were 
combined into delectable 
concoctions to address 
specific health needs. 

Those who participated 
in the weekend events 
experienced renewal and 
recommitment to healthy 
living. The Charleston 
community looks forward 
to hosting similar events in 
the future.

—BY TONY LAPORTE
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Florida News

Ocala Deaf Ministry Bears Fruit
Sabbaths are 

always special 
at Ocala, Fla., 
Church, but a 
recent Sabbath 
could best be 
described as a 
“High Sabbath.” 
On this day, Er-
ick and Marlene 
Angulo were 
baptized as the 
first fruits of the 
church’s sign lan-
guage ministry.

As Dave 
Swinyar, pastor, entered 
the baptismal pool with the 
Angulos, unseen volun-

teers stood in the adjacent 
rooms signing the service 
and conveying the pas-
tor’s words. You could 

hear a pin drop as 
members sensed 
the sacredness of 
the service, and 
watched the facial 
reactions of the 
couple as they be-
came aware of the 
pastor’s words.

Ocala Church’s 
deaf ministry began 
when Jerry Sutton* 
was asked to sign 
the services for the 
guest of a member. 
This initial signing 

led several deaf people to 
attend church, and Sutton 
was led to teach training 

classes for others to sign. 
Today, more than 12 indi-
viduals, consisting of youth 
and adults, are capable of 
helping with the ministry.

“This is a beginning,” 
said Swinyar after the ser-
vice. “I am looking for the 
Lord to bless us with more 
souls as we meet the needs 
of these dear blind and 
deaf people by introducing 
them to Jesus.”

* Read Jerry Sutton’s 
conversion story at http://
www.floridaconference.
com/?p=4237.

—by Herb Pritchard

Pastor Dave Swinyar (center) prepares to baptize 
Erick and Marlene Angulo — first fruits of Ocala 
Church’s deaf ministry.

Students Partner with ACTS World Relief
Fourteen students 

from Forest Lake Acad-
emy (FLA), Apopka, Fla., 
partnered with ACTS 
(Active Christians That 
Serve) World Relief and its 
training arm, Global Rapid 

Rescue and Relief (GR3), 
to simulate a disaster at Or-
lando International Airport. 
The Orlando International 
Mass Casualty Training 
Event on March 13 and 14 
had more than 700 partici-
pants, including students 
from FLA; Miami Union 
Academy in North Miami, 
Fla.; and Heritage Academy 
in Monterey, Tenn. This 
was the largest mass casu-
alty simulation on the east 
coast where young people 
took a professional part.

The day before the 
drill, students from the 
three academies gathered 
on FLA’s campus for train-
ing. They learned disaster 
response skills such as 
CPR, swift water rescue 
techniques, food safety, 
knot-tying, and moulage. 
FLA students were assigned 
to the moulage team creat-
ing fake injuries on the 
victims.

Thursday morning, 
students gathered to prep 
victims for the disaster drill. 
They spent 
the morning 
painting on 
injuries such 
as burns 
and head 
wounds. In 
one and a 
half hours, 
students 
helped 
prepare 320 
victims who 
were sent 
to 21 differ-
ent hospitals 
after the 
planned ex-
plosion at the 
airport. After the students 
prepped the victims, they 
were allowed to participate 
in a dispersion drill.

This program was an 
excellent opportunity for 
young people to support 

emergency response pro-
fessionals in preparedness 
and response.

More information about 
ACTS World Relief and GR3 
is available at ACTSWR.org, 
including a Mass Casualty 
Training in Moulage video.

—by Tim Floyd

Jhaidy Nava (right), of Forest 
Lake Academy’s Class of 2014, 
applies makeup to one of the 
hundreds of volunteers who 
participated in moulage disas-
ter training.

The moulage training area at Orlando Interna-
tional Airport
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Florida News

Children’s Week of  Prayer
“Both services? I am 

on fire!” replied 10-year-
old Josiah Gonzalez when 
asked to preach at Bran-
don Church. His sermon 
was a small segment in a 
Children’s Week of Prayer 
focused on Fruits of the 
Spirit. Fifty children, rang-
ing in age from three to 12, 
participated in the week-
long program.

The children were 
trained to memorize and 
recite Scripture, lead praise 
and worship, perform 
special music, introduce 
speakers, call for and col-
lect the offering, tell the 
children’s story, seek the 
Lord in prayer, and deliver 

a sermon. Daynette Sleem, 
a mom of two young chil-
dren, introduced her vision 
for this ministry because 
she is passionate about giv-
ing children an opportunity 
to share Christ from the 
pulpit.

The culminating Sab-
bath programs contained 
longer versions of the 
nightly meetings; a special 
introduction by Rex Frost, 

pastor; 
and music 
per-
formed 
by the 
children’s 
choir. 
The cel-
ebration 
continued 
with a 
potluck 
luncheon 
featuring 
“Fruit of 
the Spirit” 
table 
decora-
tions and 
fruit-
flavored 
lollipops.

Fol-
lowing 
lunch, the 
children 
led their 
families 
into sur-

rounding neighborhoods 
to talk with people and 
distribute REAL Magazine. 
Each magazine contained 
a postcard explaining the 
various church ministries 
available to children in the 
community.

“Our Sabbath School 

classes 
and 
Children’s 
Church 
are tre-
mendous 
training 
grounds 
for this 
event,” 
says Mary 
Rogers, 
children’s 
ministries 
leader.

1,000 Cup-
cakes Become an Answer to 
Prayer

“Let’s have our own 
Cupcake Wars and take 
1,000 cupcakes to mi-
grant workers,” suggested 
13-year-old Allison Rogers.

A group from Bran-
don Church volunteered 
to help at Good Samaritan 
Mission in Wimauma — an 
outreach for migrant work-
ers. The event organizer 
was concerned she didn’t 
have dessert for the meal 

they were planning and 
had prayed about what to 
provide.

With Allison’s enthusi-
asm for the Cupcake Wars 
television show on Food 
Network, her idea of mak-
ing 1,000 cupcakes soon 
caught on, and four moth-
er/daughter teams met at 
the church for many hours 
to bake, fill, and frost cup-
cakes. The migrant workers 
ate all 1,000 cupcakes, and 
the volunteers were invited 
back and encouraged to 
make it an annual event.

During the 
same event, Bran-
don Church teens 
serving in children’s 
ministries provided 
a puppet ministry 
while children and 
parents waited their 
turns for services 
offered by the Mis-
sion such as dental 
cleaning, immuni-
zations, eye exams, 
back-to-school sup-
plies, and tickets 
for food.

—by Mary Rogers

Cousins Allison Rogers (left) and Jordan Jacobs 
work with Mary Rogers (right), while Grace Jacobs 
watches them put the finishing touches on cup-
cakes bound for Good Samaritan Mission.

Two recipients beam with delight after 
making their selections from among 
1,000 cupcakes.

Brandon Church Children on Fire for Jesus

Ten-year-old Josiah Gonzalez preaches at Bran-
don Church during the Children’s Week of Prayer.

A group of young praise singers led the congrega-
tion in song prior to the worship service.
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Georgia-Cumberland News

Conference Office Installs Solar Panels
The Finance Commit-

tee recently voted to move 
forward and purchase a 
50-kilowatt solar panel 
system with 200 separate 
panels for the office. The 
system has 
been installed 
south of the 
actual office 
building, and 
is estimated 
to produce 
7,500 kilo-
watt hours of 
electricity per 
year, accord-
ing to Darrel 
Starkey, proj-
ect coordina-
tor. 

“The 
power pro-
vider (North 
Georgia Elec-
tric Member-
ship Coop-

erative - TVA) will pay the 
solar user for the energy 
harvested at the going rate, 
plus a fixed added premi-
um per kilowatt generated 
for 10 years,” Starkey said. 

“After that time, they pay 
whatever the going rate is 
at that time. The system 
is designed to be mainte-
nance free, and has a life 
expectancy of more than 

20 years. It’s estimated the 
system will pay for itself 
in eight to nine years. Any 
energy generated from 
that point forward is profit 
above cost.”

The system will con-
nect to the Internet and 
report to the solar com-
pany and the customer 
monitor with output details, 
tracking the energy being 
produced. 

“We are doing our part 
to be green, which is con-
sistent with our values of 
being good stewards of the 
Earth’s resources,” said Kurt 
Allen, Georgia-Cumberland 
Conference vice president 
for finance. 

The solar panels will 
be operational before this 
summer.

—BY TAMARA WOLCOTT 
FISHERGeorgia-Cumberland Conference office recently purchased 200 separate solar 

panels for the office. You can see the panels to the south of the office.

Collegedale Church Earns InStep Award
Health min-

istry has become 
a frequent focus 
of Sam Chetty, 
Collegedale, 
Tenn., Church 
pastor, in the 
church’s out-
reach ministry 
efforts. Not only 
has Collegedale 
Church offered 
two-day health 
fairs for the com-
munity, but also 
cooking classes, 
health classes, 
and dinner with the doc-
tor programs. With Chetty 
being an avid marathoner 
(as well as an ultra-mar-

athoner), it only seems 
natural that he would start 
a walking/running club at 
the church, and eventually 
join with the North Ameri-

can Division’s 
(NAD) InStep for 
Life program. 

At the annual 
NAD Health Sum-
mitt in New York 
on March 16, 2013, 
Chetty accepted 
an award for the 
walkers and run-
ners of Collegedale 
Church. Three 
churches across 
the NAD received 
awards for the 
most accrued miles 
for an individual 

church. Collegedale took 
second place.

Collegedale Church 
had 577 participating mem-

bers, and accrued 74,869 
miles in 2012.

Southern Adventist 
University received an 
award for the University 
with most miles — 2,827, 
and 54 participants. 

The awards were 
presented by Dan Jackson, 
NAD president, along with 
White House U.S. Depart-
ment of Health representa-
tives: Heidi Christensen, 
associate director of Faith-
based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships; Jaime Tor-
res, D.P.M., M.S., director; 
and Michelle Davis, Ph.D., 
M.S.P.H., health administra-
tor.

—BY SHERRIE WILLIAMS 

Sam Chetty, Collegedale, Tenn., Church associate 
pastor, shares the recent InStep award the church 
received at the North American Division meetings in 
New York. 
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Georgia-Cumberland News

Calhoun Adventists Open Door to “God’s Closet”
The Calhoun 

Church opened its 
doors to a new min-
istry on April 9, 2013, 
with God’s Closet. 
The newly established 
outreach is meeting a 
Calhoun community 
need: clothing for 
families in need. 

Jessi Hodges 
knew that the Janu-
ary 30 twister that hit 
Gordon and Bartow 
counties destroyed 
people’s closets along 
with their other pos-
sessions. Those clos-
ets needed replenish-
ing. She experienced 
her first time helping 
tornado victims with much-
needed clothing two years 
ago when storms hit Ring-
gold, and into Tennessee. 
To fill the present need, 
Melissa DeArk and other 
willing church volunteers 
came to the aid, spurred by 
Hodges. By February 13, 
the church was set up by 
these helpers for two days 
of distributing free clothes 
and offering prayer to 215 
people. 

The clothing recipients 
were so impressed and 
grateful, making state-
ments like, “For free? We 
can have what we need?” 
The appreciation shown 
by those who were helped 
urged Hodges and DeArk 
to ask the church board 
if they might establish a 
continuing ministry through 
the church. God’s Closet is 
now a part of the church’s 
outreach, with Hodges and 
DeArk as co-directors. They 
are serving this free cloth-

ing distribution with the 
Bible text from Matthew 
25:36 as their motto: “When 
I was naked, you clothed 
me.”

Hodges urges the 
necessity even without a 
tornado crisis. “People are 
losing jobs right 
and left. Keeping 
up with the Ameri-
can standard of 
living is hard to do. 
After we distributed 
the clothing in Feb-
ruary, we’ve contin-
ued helping people 
along the way and 
wanted to contin-
ue.” She points out 
that she and DeArk 
also work closely 
together, teach-
ing kindergarten 
children in Sabbath 
School every week. 
“We have the same 
heart for helping.” She 
adds, “You know that say-
ing, ‘sisters–in-Christ?’ We 
really have become sisters.” 

Hodges speaks with 

high respect of DeArk: 
“Melissa, a mother of three, 
is a cancer survivor. Cancer 
almost took her, but I find 
her to be one of the most 
loving and selfless people 
I’ve ever met.” 

Now the door to 

God’s Closet is open, and 
the clothing and bedding, 
such as blankets, are free 
to anyone who comes. At 
this time, families in need 

must come by referral 
from the church itself 
or the church food 
bank. The Calhoun 
Adventist Church is 
accepting donations 
of new or gently used 
items from indi-
viduals or businesses. 
Children’s spring 
clothing and sneak-
ers are especially 
needed. 

For inquiries 
about need, call the 
church office at 706-
629-5470, weekdays, 
9 a.m. to noon and 
1:30-5 p.m., or Fri-
days, 9 a.m. to noon. 

God’s Closet is open twice 
each month on the second 
Tuesday and Thursday 
during the hours of 9:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. God’s Closet 
— free clothing ministry 
is also on Facebook. “And 

we will be assisting when 
disasters happen,” Hodges 
assures.

—BY BETTY KOSSICK

Jessi Hodges (left) and Melissa DeArk hold the sign for their newly established 
ministry, God’s Closet, providing clothing to those in need. Hodges son, Avery, 
age four, wanted to be in the photo and Hodges agreed, saying he is her num-
ber one helper.

Families are invited to come and take whatever clothing they need from 
the new God’s Closet ministry at the Calhoun, Ga., Church. Families are 
referred through the church office or the church food bank.
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Gulf States News

Valley Church Members Hold 
Community Services Day

The first Community 
Services Day program for 
Valley Church in Birming-
ham, Ala., was held March 
30, 2013. The focus was 
“Reaching the Community.” 
The program featured Life 
Time Resolutions (LTR) of 
Montgomery. LTR is a be-
havioral health program for 
women with addictions and/
or mental illnesses. The LTR 
Center is a holistic program 
that allows women to bring 
their children to treatment 
with them. 

Tony Hall, LTR chaplain, 
spoke during the worship 
hour. His message was cen-

tered on the holistic prin-
ciples of treating those who 
are challenged by addictions 
and mental illnesses. The 

four components to holis-
tic treatment are emotional 
health, physical health, 
social health, and spiritual 

health. After morning 
worship, the LTR fam-
ily joined the Valley 
members for lunch. 

During the after-
noon program, the 
women and some of 
their children silently 
shared their stories 
with cardboard tes-
timonies. They paid 
tribute to women who 
have gone before them 
and are now living so-
ber lives worth living. 

They also acknowledged 
women who have gone 
before them that have gone 
back out into the world of 
alcohol and drugs. The pro-
gram was moving and filled 
with the Holy Spirit.

Through the LTR minis-
try, more than 70 individuals 
have been baptized. There 
are many treatment facilities 
in the state of Alabama, but 
none can boast the miracles 
of LTR. Learn more about 
Life Time Resolutions at 
www.lifetime-resollutions.com. 

—BY BRENDA ALLENDuring the afternoon program the 
women silently shared their stories 
with cardboard testimonies.

Montgomery Hispanic Church 
Impacts Community

Members of the Mont-
gomery, Ala., Hispanic 
Church wanted to impact 
their community, so they 
began planning. The result 
was not just one day of 
helping, but a weekend 
of service. The first event 
began Friday, April 12, 2013, 
as members gathered to 
help distribute eight tons 

of food 
to 148 
families, 
which 
impacted 
700 indi-
viduals.

The 
next day 
after 
Sabbath 
church 
service, 
100 youth 
went door 

to door to invite the com-
munity to participate in the 
Community Services Day 
events.

On Sunday volunteers, 
including medical doctors, 
nurses, and church mem-
bers, gathered to reach out 
to the community again. 
Visitors could choose to 

visit with a physician, get 
a haircut, enjoy a massage, 
receive clothing, and get 
their car washed, all for free 
— courtesy of the church 
members.

After these services 
were provided, visitors were 
invited to a musical concert 
by Junior Kelly Marchena. 
More than 250 
attended the con-
cert. The concert 
was the beginning 
of an evangelistic 
series which end-
ed April 20. The 
members united to 
present the Gospel 
in a practical way, 
and God worked 
miracles. As a re-
sult of their efforts, 
three individuals 
gave their lives to 

Jesus through baptism, and 
17 others requested Bible 
studies. Another added 
blessing was during the con-
cert, Nilton Garcia, pastor, 
asked for a special offering 
for the building fund and 
$18,000 was donated.

—BY REBECCA GRICE AND 
CINTIA WOOD

Volunteers gathered at 6 a.m. on Friday to get 
ready to distribute eight tons of food.

Organized into groups and wearing shirts 
with Impacto 2013 written on them, the 
youth distributed literature to invite the 
community to the Community Services 
Day events.
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Gulf States News

The Ad-
venturers made 
March 30, 2013, 
a special day 
at Piedmont, 
Ala., Church by 
conducting the 
worship service. 
It was evident 
that the children 
worked hard and 
did their best to 
make the day a 
success.

Adventurers 
Christian Trox-
ell and Ethan 
Patty each gave 
a mini sermon 
during the Sab-
bath worship hour. When 
asked what he wanted 
to be when he grew up, 

Patty replied, “Be a pastor.” 
Another Adventurer, five-
year-old Tyler Cohley, has 
already learned about pray-

ing. “There is a Fountain” 
was sung by Anne Alfinda 
and Taylor Cohley as spe-
cial music.

The Adventurers are 
learning about working to-
gether. They demonstrated 
to the congregation how 
their boat moves when all 
paddle in the same direc-
tion.

“At this precious 
young age, these children 
are learning about Jesus, 
and developing Christ-like 
characters in preparing for 
a life eternal,” concludes a 
church member.

John and Marcia Patty 
are the club leaders. They 
asked God to help them 
find a ministry, and they 
enjoy working with these 
young children, ages four 
to nine.

—BY LINDA FREEMAN  

Piedmont Adventurers Conduct Sabbath Service

Piedmont Adventurers demonstrate how their boat moves when they paddle 
in the same direction.

Adventurers Enjoy Family Fun 
Weekend at Camp Alamisco

Children with their 
families gathered at Camp 
Alamisco on April 26, 2013, 
for an Adventurer Family 
Fun Weekend. The guest 
speaker for the weekend 
was Gael Murray, North 
American Division (NAD) 
youth administrative as-
sistant.

When Murray 
asked if there was 
any club with 
a need, James 
Mangum, Gulf 
States Confer-
ence Adventurer 
director, told 
her about the 
Piedmont, Ala., 
Pioneers. Their 
leaders had been 

trained at the Leadership 
weekend in 2012, and had 
stepped out in faith func-
tioning with very little funds 
during the year. On Satur-
day night, Murray surprised 
the club with a notification 
that the NAD youth depart-
ment would provide the 

club, directors, and children 
with uniforms, manuals, 
and materials needed to 
function. John and Marcia 
Patty, club directors, were 
thrilled. “It was hard to 
keep the tears from rolling 
down my cheeks when I 
saw a miracle happening in 

front of me,” said 
Marcia Patty.

Pace’s Point 
Fire Department 
came and spoke 
to the children 
about fire safety. 
Other guests 
included Dustin 
Smith, a police 
officer from the 
Montgomery, Ala., 
Police Depart-

ment, and Rita Cream, a 
Red Cross representative 
from Alexander City, Ala.

Lusia Cortez from 
Community Church in 
Meridian, Miss., was 
elected as the Adven-
turer coordinator for the 
Conference. Her club, the 
Blue Birds, was chosen 
as the Adventurer Club of 
the year. They had par-
ticipated in every Confer-
ence event, turned their 
reports in on time, and 
completed all the Adven-
turer ceremonies. 

—BY TANIA MANGUM AND 
REBECCA GRICE

A total of 190 Adventurers with their families con-
vened at Camp Alamisco for an Adventurer Family 
Fun Weekend.
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Kentucky-Tennessee News

The Kentucky-Tennes-
see Conference convened 
at Indian Creek Camp on 
April 19-21, 2013, for the 
pastors and elders spiritual 
retreat weekend entitled, 
“Living Deeply: Preparing 
for the Latter Rain.” The 
purpose of the weekend 
was to find a deeper expe-
rience with God through 
the spiritual disciplines of 

biblical journaling, prayer, 
quiet time in nature, and 
worship. Participants were 
given practical pointers on 
devotional disciplines (the 
ones that enhanced the 
lives of Bible characters 
and Adventist pioneers), 
and then were allotted 
blocks of quiet time to 
hear God’s voice through 
the various exercises. The 
weekend culminated with 
an agape feast and com-
munion service where 
participants shared testi-
monies about how much 
the retreat had impacted 
their lives. The fellowship 
extended late into the night 
with recreation in the gym-
nasium.  

On the eve of the 
retreat, the organizing team 
of pastors sighed, “We 

have done our very best to 
‘set the table,’ now it’s up 
to God to feed us, fill us, 
and change us. Let’s pray 
for these mighty miracles 
to happen.” God answered 
those prayers in a remark-
able way. One pastor 
expressed the influence of 
the weekend this way: “For 
me it was much more than 
merely a weekend of lec-

tures from an outside guru 
speaker. It was uniquely 
different than anything we 
had experienced before 
because of the level of 
participation. Through this 
retreat, God recharged my 
spiritual batteries.” Plans 
are currently underway to 
share the retreat dynamics 
with local churches so the 
Living Deeply experience 
might continue on. One 
hundred and twenty-six 
years ago, God’s servant 
penned these words: “A 
revival of true godliness 
among us is the greatest 
and most urgent of all our 
needs. To seek this should 
be our first work,” Review 
and Herald, March 22, 
1887.

—BY DAVID HARTMAN 
MINISTERIAL DIRECTOR

Pastors’/Elders’ Retreat Emphasizes “Living Deeply”

Pastors’ and elders’ meeting

Breakout session

Pastors and elders

Worship given by Steve Haley, Conference president

Meal time
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Kentucky-Tennessee News

Madison Academy Joins Renaissance Network
The Alumni Awards 

Foundation (AAF) is ex-
panding the Renaissance 
Network with the addition 
of Madison Academy (MA) 
in Nashville, Tenn., on July 
1, 2013.

The Renaissance Net-
work is a program devel-
oped and funded by AAF 
that provides management 
and centralized support 
to Adventist K-12 schools. 
Schools, like MA, are 
provided with 
leadership train-
ing, business 
expertise, and 
academic devel-
opment through 
a long-term part-
nership. Schools 
accepted into 
the program 
are connected 
with a powerful 
support system 
that encour-
ages excellence 
in the spiritual, 
academic, social, 
and physical 
development of 
students.

“On be-
half of the AAF 
Board of Direc-
tors, we are pleased to 
have Madison Academy 
and the Kentucky-Tennes-
see Conference join us in 
developing this Network 
of influential schools,” said 
Robert Summerour, M.D., 
AAF board chairman. “We 
like to think of Renais-
sance schools as ‘model 
schools,’ working together 
to improve the brand and 
sustainability of Adventist 
education.”

MA is known for its 
mission outreach, family 
atmosphere, and technol-
ogy-integrated curriculum. 
In looking for ways to 
increase cognition, MA was 
the first Adventist academy 
to start a one-to-one laptop 
program for its students, 
which has evolved into a 
one-to-one iPad program. 
Students are tested for their 
individual learning styles, 
and teachers customize 

each student’s learning ex-
perience using the iPads.

“There is already a 
good program in place at 
Madison, and we are going 
to build upon it and make 
it stronger,” said Greg 
Gerard, Ed.D., Renaissance 
school manager to MA. 
The first things AAF plans 
to concentrate on include 
defining a viable business 
plan for the linen service, 
developing an aggressive 

marketing and recruiting 
strategy, and establishing 
new sources of funding.

This partnership also 
brings new leadership 
with Kris Fuentes, an MA 
alumna, becoming princi-
pal on July 1, 2013. Fuentes 
has been serving as princi-
pal for 12 years at Escon-
dido Adventist Academy in 
California.

“The Madison I remem-
ber has a huge pocket of 

parents who recognize that 
the single most important 
job they have on this plan-
et is to invest time, energy, 
expertise, and love into 
their children. This clarity 
of purpose makes Madi-
son very attractive,” said 
Fuentes when asked about 
what she is most looking 
forward to coming back to 
MA. “I am honored to serve 
at the school where I met 
Jesus and committed my 

life to the teaching minis-
try.”

MA is one of two 
schools joining the Renais-
sance Network as of July 1, 
2013. AAF is also welcom-
ing Hinsdale Adventist 
Academy in Chicago, Ill. 
“With the addition of two 
more schools into the Re-
naissance Network, every 
step we make has tripled 
the impact on Adventist 
education,” said Melanie 

Litchfield, AAF 
director. “This 
kind of synergy 
has never been 
tried in Adventist 
education, and 
it’s exciting to 
imagine the full 
potential for cre-
ating innovation 
and efficiency.”

AAF is a 
nonprofit orga-
nization that has 
been working to 
improve Adven-
tist K-12 educa-
tion since 1995. 
It has awarded 
grants totaling 
more than $2 
million to Ad-
ventist schools 

and educators. In 2011 
AAF created the Renais-
sance Network to improve 
the level of excellence 
in schools by providing 
leadership expertise, vision, 
resources, and training. 
AAF aims to awaken the 
Adventist community to the 
full potential in Adventist 
education. Learn more at 
alumniawards.org.

—BY KAYCE FOOTE

Emily Hacker, Madison Academy juniorCorrina Burks, Madison Academy freshman
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South Atlantic News

Decatur Church Members Welcome New Pastor

John and April Nixon, new pastoral couple at Decatur, Ga., Church, are 
surrounded by Decatur elders, Eula Winston, William Winston, South 
Atlantic president, and their dads.

Decatur, Ga., 
Church members 
welcomed their 
new pastor and his 
family on Sabbath, 
April 27, 2013. 
William Winston, 
South Atlantic 
Conference presi-
dent, conducted 
the installation 
service for John S. 
Nixon II, and his 
wife, April Mend-
inghall Nixon, 
during the divine 
worship service. 
Winston invited 
John S. Nixon Sr., 
D.Min., professor 
in the School of Religion at 
Southern Adventist Univer-
sity, Collegedale, Tenn., 
and Vanard J. Mending-
hall, retired former South 
Atlantic president, to join 
in the dedication prayer for 
the newly installed pastoral 
couple. 

Nixon received a bach-
elor’s degree in theology 
from Oakwood University, 
Huntsville, Ala., in May 
2000. He was hired by 
South Atlantic Conference 
in June 2000, and assigned 
to the Ebenezer Church 
in Milledgeville, Ga., and 
First Church in Dublin, 

Ga. After two years in this 
district, he left to pursue a 
master of divinity degree 
from Andrews University 
Theological Seminary, Ber-
rien Springs, Mich., and 
graduated December 2004. 
Nixon returned to fulltime 
pastoral work in February 
2005, and was assigned to 

Antioch Church in 
Greenville, S.C., and 
New Life Church 
in Travelers Rest, 
S.C. His most recent 
pastorate was at 
Immanuel Temple 
Church in Durham, 
N.C., from April 
2008 to March 
2013. April Nixon 
is currently a third 
grade teacher in the 
Durham Inner City 
School System.

Nixon fol-
lows W. D. Felder, 
who served as the 
interim pastor for 
four months. His 
installation sermon 
was entitled “Give 

Me Jesus.” He stressed that 
Jesus was rejected by the 
crowd just before He was 
sent to the cross, when 
Barabbas was preferred 
over the Son of God. “Jesus 
does not have a worldly 
agenda. He does not value 
the things we think are 
important. We care about 
worldly acclaim, prestige, 
and greatness — Jesus is 
concerned with what His 
Father cares about,” said 
Nixon. “We get upset with 
Christ when He does not 
fulfill our worldly desires, 
so we turn to Barabbas 
instead. Jesus requires strict 
obedience and Barabbas 
does not.”

The Nixons will cel-
ebrate 13 years of marriage 
in December. They have 
one son, eight-year-old 
John S. Nixon III, and one 
daughter, five-year-old Julia 
Nixon.

The day-long celebra-
tion included a fellow-
ship luncheon at Decatur 
Adventist Junior Academy, 
Stone Mountain, Ga., and 
an evening concert back 
at the church with guest 
soloist Noelette Leader 
and saxophonist Immanuel 
Zechariah.

In addition to the Nix-
ons’ parents and Decatur 
members, several aunts, 
uncles, cousins, friends, 
and visitors were also in 
attendance to support this 
special day.

—BY IRISENE DOUCE

William Winston (left), South Atlantic president, and Decatur Church 
elders invited John S. Nixon Sr., D.Min., professor in the School of Reli-
gion at Southern Adventist University, Collegedale, Tenn., and Vanard 
J. Mendinghall, retired former South Atlantic president, to join in the 
dedication prayer for the newly installed pastor, John S. Nixon II.
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South Atlantic News

Pathfinders from South 
Atlantic and Carolina con-
ferences gathered again 
this spring for the second 
annual drill and drum 
competition. Six churches 
from Charlotte, Durham, 
Raleigh, and Fayetteville 
assembled at the Raleigh, 
N.C., Church with seven 
drill teams and three drum 
corps to compete for the 
state title. More than 350 
spectators assembled at 
the church to cheer and 
support their Pathfinder 
clubs. Pathfinder clubs that 
participated included Char-
lotte Berean, Immanuel 
Temple, Raleigh Spanish, 
Abney Chapel, Raleigh, 
and Gethsemane. 

Two of the seven-
member judging panel 
were local pastors Larry 

Johnson and Bob Cundiff. 
Johnson is a military veter-
an, and is currently serving 
as South Atlantic Confer-
ence treasurer and pastor 
of Gethsemane in Raleigh. 
Farewell activities began 
at the competition as 

Cundiff said 
goodbye to 
the triangle 
area after 
nine years 
of service 
to begin his 
new position 
in the New 
England 
Conference 
as executive 
secretary. 
Other judges 
included 
current and 
former mili-
tary soldiers, 

ROTC alumni, and music 
directors.

Attendance and partici-
pation numbers increased 
from the 2012 competi-
tion. The 2012 participants 
included Raleigh, Geth-

semane (Drill Champion), 
Praise Tabernacle, and 
Immanuel Temple (Drum 
Champion). The desire 
for 2014 is to expand the 
competition to even more 
Pathfinder clubs in both 
the Carolina and South At-
lantic conferences of North 
Carolina. Next year, they 
plan to host it again in 
March in the same location 
as clubs prepare for the 
International Camporee in 
Oshkosh, Wisc.

The 2013 winners: 
N.C. Pathfinder Drill Team 
Champions – Abney Cha-
pel Golden Eagles; Run-
ner-up – Raleigh Naviga-
tors; N.C. Pathfinder Drum 
Corps Champions – Geth-
semane Cougars; Runner-
up – Immanuel Temple.

—BY TYRONE FISHER

Conference Holds Pathfinder Teen 
Leadership Training

The weekend was cold 
and blustery, but that did 
not stop the enthusiastic 
involvement of more than 
200 Master Guides, MIT’s, 
and TLT’s from participating 
in the South Atlantic Confer-
ence annual Pathfinder Teen 
Leadership training. 

The weekend was full 
of activity, and the attendees 
were engaged fully in all 
training aspects. An integral 
part of the weekend was the 
Teen Leadership and Spirit 
Stick. In order for a compa-
ny to take control of either 
stick, one was to meet all 
the criteria, which included 
being in proper formation 
and on time for all events, 

but mostly display-
ing enthusiasm 
while doing each 
of the activities. 
Under the direction 
of the Conference 
Pathfinder coordina-
tor, William Cam-
eron, and his staff, 
the various clubs 
reported on Friday 
and were immedi-
ately put through the paces. 

Ron Whitehead, direc-
tor of Center for Youth 
Evangelism and director for 
the International Campo-
ree, was invited to be a 
presenter during the week-
end. He took a tour of the 
River Oaks Campground in 

Orangeburg, S.C., and was 
impressed with the outlay 
of the grounds, as well as 
the professionalism of the 
instructors who were instru-
mental in putting together an 
excellent training weekend. 
Whitehead also spoke to 
the attendees on the subject, 
“Where’s the Beef in Your 

Spiritual Life?” The 
sermon centered on 
the three Hebrew 
boys in Babylon. He 
informed the group 
that “the enemy 
wants to get into 
our heads” and that 
“Bible study helps 
us meet the author.” 

This leadership 
weekend instilled 

the value of true leadership 
skills in each of the attend-
ees. The final message to all 
was to make Christ the head 
of your life and the rest will 
fall into place.

—BY PATRICK CARTER

Attendees of the 2013 Pathfinder Teen Leadership 
Training

N.C. Hosts Second Annual Drill, Drum Competition

Abney Chapel Church, Fayetteville, N.C., State 
Drill Champions: Jonathan Evans is the senior 
drill instructor.
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South Central News

“RIDICULOUS” was 
the theme for the April 
4-6, 2013, South Cen-
tral Conference Youth 
Congress. “Ridiculous” 
is defined as something 
that is not normal, out 
of the ordinary. Vande-
on Griffin, South Central 
youth director, explains 
that while asking the 
Lord about what new 
thing he could do for 
the young people, the 
Lord told him, “I want 
you to do something 
ridiculous.” And with 
that, he started planning 
activities that would be 
different from the norm 
— out of the ordinary. 
And that is exactly 
what Youth Congress 
2013 was. As a result, 
the Wydham Resort in 
Panama City Beach, 
Fla., will never be the 
same again.

The most outstand-
ing, impacting aspects of 

each meeting were the 
powerful video visuals that 
emphasized the necessity 
of prayer. Kymone Hinds, 
pastor of Overton Park 
Church in Memphis, Tenn., 
delivered a short thought 
on prayer with illustrations 
each young person could 
literally hold in their hands. 
A mustard seed and a stone 
represented moving moun-
tains and slaying giants. 
However, the most impact-
ing object lesson was on 
Sabbath when hundreds of 
kazoos were handed out, 
and Hinds talked about 
marching around the walls 
of Jericho, and how there 
was silence and ridiculous 
shouts of praise and blow-
ing of the trumpets. Then, 

after instructing the 
youth, he asked for 
silence, and in the 
room with more 
than 1,500 individ-
uals (I know this, 
because the event 
manager told me 
they placed 1,500 
chairs in the room, 
and people were 
still standing, sit-
ting on the floor, and 
trying to listen from 
the lobby), you could 
hear a pin drop. It was 
absolutely silent. Not 
even a whisper could 
be heard. Then at 
Hinds’ command, the 
kazoos were blown, 
the shouts and praises 
were heard, and there 
was a thunderous roar 
throughout. This ri-
diculous lesson, 
as well as each 

prayer lesson at each 
worship service, 
brought to reality 
the importance and 
value of prayer in 
the lives of all, the 
young and the not 
so young.

The keynote 
speaker was the 
ridiculous Eric 
Thomas (aka “The 
Hip Hop Preacher”), 
academic advisor 
at Michigan State 
University in the 
Office of Supportive 
Services in Detroit. 
He reminded the 
youth that, “All are 
God’s Creation; they 
are in His image, so 

therefore they should take 
full advantage of the life 
and opportunity God has 
given them.” He admon-
ished them that the present 
is the time their futures are 
shaped. He let them know 
that life is in the Church, 
and death is in the world. 

At the close of his mes-
sage, more than 50 youth 
gave their lives to Jesus 
Christ, and some renewed 
their walk with Him.

Conference Conducts “RIDICULOUS” 
Youth Congress

Jamie Kowlessar, pastor at Bethany 
Church in Westbury, N.Y., in the 
Northeastern Conference.

Keynote speaker Eric Thomas is the 
academic advisor at Michigan State 
University in the Office of Supportive 
Services in Detroit.

Lola Moore, pastor of Mara-
natha Church in Panama 
City, Fla., and Emmanuel 
Church in Greenwood, Fla.
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South Central News

Thomas used 
Daniel and all the tri-
als he endured from 
captivity to the lion’s 
den as an illustration 
that God does move in 
our lives even though 
things may be difficult. 
By using the examples 
of Daniel’s trials, he 
taught that “sweat eq-
uity,” meaning exerting 
yourself to get some-
thing, is worth more 
than receiving some-
thing by just having it 
handed to you.

One of the most 
impacting points in his 
message was the fact 
that going to church is 
important, but going to 
church must be trans-
ferred from the head 
to the heart. Being an 
Adventist is great, but if 
it is in the head, it does 
nothing for you; it must 
become a heart’s desire for 
it to work. That only comes 
by way of prayer. That is 
why Daniel still prayed 
three times daily even 
though there was a decree 
against praying. 

He then challenged the 
youth to leave the contract 
of being in Church and 
come into the contract of 
being the Church. At the 
close of his message he 
called for baptism, and 30 
responded to the voice of 
the Holy Spirit.

On Friday evening, 
Lola Moore, pastor of Ma-
ranatha Church in Panama 
City, Fla., and Emmanuel 
Church in Greenwood, 
Fla., spoke on ridiculous 
faith. Ridiculous faith is 

the ability to say to any 
obstacle any challenge, 
“Bring it on.” Therefore the 
life of a Christian is a life 
of faith. She let the youth 
know that God cannot 
use them unless they have 
faith. She told all that faith 
is not based on yesterday’s 
victories, but on today’s 
unsurety.

Based on faith, she let 
the youth know that the 
Conference is dependent 
on the young people to-
day. The Church’s survival 
is based on them. She told 
them that no matter what 
size the youth department 
is in their church, they still 
must be crazy enough to 
believe that God still can 
give them victory in their 
community. 

She closed telling 
everyone that with 
faith God will be on 
their side, and there-
fore they have noth-
ing to be afraid of. 
Hundreds responded 
to the call to let God 
use them to make a 
change in their church 
and community.

Friday was filled 
with the Holy Spirit’s 
moving. There was 
beach clean-up, and 
volunteer work at the 
Salvation Army. The 
young people stormed 
the area in a way that 
left a real impression 
on that city.

Michael Harpe, 
South Central steward-
ship director, talked 
to the youth about the 
value of giving. Harpe 
did something that still 
buzzes throughout. He 

broke out in a stewardship 
rap, on the value of giving 

our means to Jesus versus 
obtaining the things of the 
world. The place became 

electrified, the youth were 
excited, and that evening a 
very generous offering was 
collected. Harpe was so 
good at what he did, and 
it inspired Dana Edmond, 
South Central president, to 
come to the Sabbath ser-
vice with his own rap.

On Sabbath, the youth 
were welcomed by Gayle 
Oberst, mayor of Panama 
City Beach. She praised 
the respectful atmosphere 
of the young people, and 
said, “I have never seen a 
crowd in this city with a 
meaningful purpose.”

The delegates formed 
a mass choir with more 
than 70 voices strong. It 
sounded as if the angels in 
Heaven had joined them in 
celebratory praise to God.

Jamie Kowlessar, 
pastor at Bethany Church 
in Westbury, N.Y., in the 
Northeastern Conference, 
delivered the sermon for 
divine worship. It was 
entitled “What Storm Got 
You Stuck?” He encouraged 
the youth to do something 
different — to use RIDICU-
LOUS faith and step out of 
their comfortable surround-
ings, and walk on water.

On Sunday morn-
ing busses and vans were 
loaded, chaperones gave 
orders, excited farewells 
were shared, and all 
headed back home. They 
left Youth Congress with a 
ridiculous attitude, ready 
to be ridiculous in their 
homes, churches, and com-
munities.

—BY MARVIN L. ALLISON SR.

Kierra (KiKi) Sheard, GRAMMY® Award-
nominated, GMA Dove Award, and 
Stellar Award-winning recording artist 
and songwriter, was the headliner for the 
concert. She also gave words of encour-
agement to the young people.

Michael Harpe, South Central 
stewardship director
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Southeastern News

Jacksonville First African-American Mayor 
Speaks to Congregations

Mark Brown (right), pastor of Breath of Life 
Church in Jacksonville, Fla., and Jose Pare-
des, pastor of Emmanuel Spanish Church 
in Jacksonville, listen to Alvin Brown, 
mayor of Jacksonville, deliver God’s Word.

Members of the 
Breath of Life Church 
and Emmanuel Spanish 
Church in Jacksonville, 
Fla., experienced a 
historic occasion on Feb-
ruary 23, 2013, as they 
welcomed Mayor Alvin 
Brown to their worship 
service. Brown is not 
only the first Jacksonville 
mayor to fellowship with 
the congregations, but is 
the first African-American 
mayor in the history of 
Jacksonville.

In a joint worship ser-
vice with the two churches, 

Mark Brown (no relation 
to the mayor), pastor of 
Breath of Life, and Jose 

Paredes, pastor of 
Emmanuel, and 
their congregations 
listened to Alvin 
Brown deliver God’s 
Word. The mayor 
based his sermon on 
Mark Brown’s 2013 
theme, “Resurrect, 
Restore, Rebuild.” 

Brown noted 
that the Spirit-
inspired message 
from the mayor was 
truly reflective of 
a man of God. He 

also commented that in ad-
dition to it being an honor, 

having the mayor visit the 
church would lay a foun-
dation for the Adventist 
churches to have a higher 
profile in the community 
for the work of evangelism. 
Under Mark Brown’s lead-
ership, the churches in his 
district had already partici-
pated in 40 days of prayer 
and fasting to prepare the 
congregations for the work 
of resurrecting, restoring, 
rebuilding, and evangelism.

—BY BARBARA SMOOT

Perrine Members Hold “Colorful Celebration”

Michael Owusu, Ph.D. (left), Perrine pastor; Er-
rol Saunders; Beresford Nicholson; and Selwyn 
Carrington, M.D., participated in the “Never Stop 
Dreaming” panel discussion.

Using the story of Ruby 
Bridges and the theme 
“Dream Makers,” the Per-
rine Church members in 
Miami, Fla., held a Colorful 
Celebration on February 
2, 2013, in celebration of 
Black History month. This 
was a bridge event where 
several friends from the 
community shared in the 
afternoon’s presentation. 
The audience reflected 
on “Living the Dream.” 
The Fellowship Hall was 
elegantly transformed into 
a beautiful African museum 
by Angela Berry. A video 
presentation, “Dream the 
Impossible Dream,” took 
many back to the Civil 
Rights era, and highlighted 
the accomplishments of 
African-Americans from 
slavery to the White House. 
They thanked God for His 
guidance.

Dreams came alive 

through poems and songs. 
The first dream came from 
the Perrine Elementary 
School — “I Dreamed a 
Dream.” Many guest local 
authors were invited to 
share their dreams which 
became reality. They intro-
duced and presented their 
books. These authors in-
cluded Selwyn Carrington, 
M.D.; Beresford Nicholson; 
Delpha Charles, 
Ph.D.; Yanick 
Lindquist; and 
Jean Wilkins. 
Other dreams 
came in the form 
of poems written 
and recited by 
Hamilton and Asia 
Kirkland. 

Michael Owu-
su, Ph.D., Perrine 
pastor; Beresford 
Nicholson; Selwyn 
Carrington, M.D.; 
and Errol Saun-

ders participated in the 
“Never Stop Dreaming” 
panel discussion. They fo-
cused on the story of Ruby 
Bridges. The panelists all 
agreed that Ruby Bridges’ 
mother, Lucille Bridges, 
was a strong woman, and 
because of her commit-
ment to God she was able 
to overcome challenges. 
The Bridges’ family suf-

fered for their decision, but 
through it all and because 
of their faith, they contin-
ued to trust in God. Lucille 
Bridges taught her daugh-
ter to pray, and Ruby was 
able to face the world daily 
with courage. What Ruby 
became was because of her 
mother’s influence. 

The final dream of the 
night was a comedy act 

presented by Doreen 
Scully and Shelly-Ann 
Commock. This de-
lightful and informa-
tive program ended 
with prayer by Arthur 
North, a visiting pas-
tor from the com-
munity. This bridge 
event brought many 
visitors from the com-
munity. Refreshments 
were provided at the 
end of the program.
—BY MILLICENT TAYLOR
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Southeastern News

Vivian E. Long – 1925-2013
Vivian E. Gardner 

Long, 87, was born No-
vember 22, 1925, and died 
February 8, 2013. Along 
with her sister, Margue-
rite, and their parents, she 
developed as a beautiful, 
well-rounded girl in the 
Brownsville community 
of Miami, Fla. Her parents 
nurtured their girls and 
taught them to love God 
and serve others, and that 
education was paramount. 

She began her early 
educational years at 
Bethany Seventh-day Ad-
ventist School, which was 
located behind the original 
church in the Overtown 
community of Miami. 
Later, she matriculated to 
the Miami-Dade County 
Public School System, and 

graduated from 
Dorsey High 
School. After 
high school 
she enrolled 
at Oakwood 
College (now 
Oakwood 
University), 
Huntsville, Ala., 
and completed 
the two-year 
degree program 
in business science. 

Upon returning home 
from Oakwood, she began 
working as a school secre-
tary at Brownsville Middle 
School, and later at North 
Dade High School and 
the Miami-Dade County 
administration office. She 
married Herbert Carl Long 
on September 7, 1947. This 

union blos-
somed for more 
than 60 years, 
and they were 
blessed with six 
children who 
made them 
proud. 

As a dedi-
cated member 
of Bethany 
Church she 
served in many 

capacities, as well as a 
member of the King’s 
Daughters organization. 

In 1998, she and her 
husband relocated to 
Huntsville to downsize 
and enjoy retirement. They 
joined First Church, and 
she continued her legacy 
of service. In 2007 they 
relocated to San Miguel 

de Allende, Mexico. She 
enjoyed the views, beau-
tiful sunsets, and warm 
weather. 

She is survived by six 
children — Herbert Claude 
(Linda) Long, Sandra E. 
(Henry) Johnson, Carla 
Y. Robinson, Maurice D. 
(Cookie) Long Sr., Pastor 
David A. (Francine) Long 
Sr., and Harry M. (Kim) 
Long; 15 grandchildren; 20 
great-grandchildren; two 
great-great-grandchildren; 
one son and one daugh-
ter in Christ — Earl and 
Melita Hubbard; and a 
host of loving relatives and 
friends. Her husband died 
in 2009.

—BY Launita Gaiter and 
Ericka Biddings

Conference Offers Forklift Training
On a beautiful sunny 

day in Apopka, Fla., Mt. 
Olive Church members 
hosted a forklift training 
course. Fifteen people at-
tended the training session, 
which included members 
from Mt. Olive and the 
community. The course 
was organized by Olive 
Gray, community services 
director and president of 
the central east federation. 
David L. Peay, Southeastern 
Conference commu-
nity services director, 
sponsored the train-
ing. 

Dorietha Robin-
son was one of the 
eager participants 
who received the op-
portunity to operate 
the large machinery. 

Robinson’s vehicle inspec-
tion went smoothly and 
was a success. She proved 
that tenacity, braveness, 
and strength were char-
acteristics personified in 
strong women beyond the 
domestic sphere. Following 
her were two more wom-
en, Georgia Francis and 
Jennifer Tomlinson. “We 
did it!” were the immediate 
reactions after each woman 
completed her training 

session. In fact, all of the 
attendees completed the 
session and passed. 

The success of this 
training led to the devel-
opment of another course 
endorsed by Carl E. Ware, 
Mt. Olive Church pastor. 
This training was held on 
April 7, 2013, and included 
many more participants 
from neighboring Adventist 
churches. 

Southeastern’s Commu-
nity Services Department 
offers periodic disaster and 
forklift training to anyone 
who has a desire to do 
outreach and help their 
community. The course 
prepares participants to as-
sist in warehouse distribu-
tion during emergencies or 
natural disasters. It can also 

help successful applicants 
achieve credentials to use 
for job improvement. 

Southeastern’s Commu-
nity Services Department’s 
ultimate goal is to create 
bridges between the needs 
of the Church and the com-
munity. 

—BY JENNIFER TOMLINSON

Participants who took advan-
tage of Southeastern’s forklift 
training course at Mt. Olive 
Church in Apopka, Fla.
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Southern Adventist University

Gordon Bietz, 
D.Min., Southern 
Adventist Univer-
sity president, and 
several professors 
from the School of 
Religion are serving 
on national and in-
ternational Adventist 
committees tasked 
with studying the the-
ology of ordination 
and its implications 
for Church practices. 
They will be review-
ing the Bible and the 
Spirit of Prophecy 
while considering 
how the history of Adventist 
ordination and cultural con-
siderations weigh into this 
complicated issue.

Professors Greg King, 
Ph.D., Stephen Bauer, Ph.D., 
and Michael Hasel, Ph.D., 
join Bietz as representa-

tives in a General Confer-
ence group that will meet 
four times before sharing its 
findings at the 2014 An-
nual Council. Following that 
report, the committee may 
recommend an action to 
the 2015 General Confer-
ence Session in San Antonio, 

Tex. Until then, World 
Church leaders have 
asked unions to refrain 
from ordaining pasto-
ral candidates without 
respect to gender.

“Ordination 
enables people for 
service to the world-
wide ministry of the 
Adventist family,” said 
Greg King, dean of 
the School of Religion. 
“That’s why it should 
be considered globally 
rather than regionally.”

Bietz also serves 
as the chairman of a 

North American Division 
(NAD) committee analyzing 
the same topic — one of 12 
such Division-level stud-
ies taking place worldwide 
— and is joined there by 
professor Edwin Reynolds, 
Ph.D. That team will report 

to the NAD by Novem-
ber 2013. But beyond the 
knowledge and experience 
of these committee mem-
bers, it is their hope divine 
guidance will have the great-
est impact on the groups’ 
conclusions.

Whatever the com-
mittees’ recommendations 
and their effect on Church 
practices, Bauer sees the 
potential for growth from 
the process.

“The one impact I hope 
the committees have for sure 
is to show we can dialogue 
about difficult topics in a 
gracious and Christ-like 
manner,” he said.

—BY INGRID HERNANDEZ

President, Faculty Study Theology of Ordination

University Emphasizes Physical Activity 
as Integral Aspect of Wholeness

The mission of South-
ern includes nurturing 
Christ-likeness and encour-
aging the pursuit of truth, 
wholeness, and a life of 
service. To strengthen the 
wholeness component, a 
theme of physical activity 
was chosen for the Univer-
sity’s Quality Enhancement 
Plan (QEP) — a measur-
able, multi-year commit-
ment to a single institution-
al goal — and is supported 
in a number of ways by 
faculty and students.

The QEP will be in full 
effect during the 2013-
2014 school year, requiring 
incoming students to take 

four physical education 
classes during their time at 
Southern. Freshmen will 
take “Fitness for Collegiate 
Life” (discusses principles 
of wellness, nutrition, 
stress, and physical fit-
ness) and seniors will take 
“Fit for Hire” (compares 
freshman and senior fitness 
assessments, develops post-
college lifestyle plan) as 
part of each student’s cur-
riculum. They are allowed 
to choose from a variety of 
other activity-based classes 
to fulfill the four-course 
mandate.

Much of the physical 
activity at Southern takes 

place outside the class-
room and outside of any 
academic requirements. 
More than 75 percent of 
the University’s 
students participate 
in one or more 
intramural sport, 
making friends 
beyond their tra-
ditional academic 
or social circles. 
Sports are not an 
end, but rather a 
means to an end: a 
healthy, balanced 
life. Southern’s goal 
is to strive to make 
the Creator proud 
by recognizing 

that we are “fearfully and 
wonderfully made,” Psalm 
139:14.

—STAFF REPORT

Michael Hasel, Ph.D. (left), Edwin Reynolds, 
Ph.D., Gordon Bietz, D.Min., Greg King, Ph.D., 
and Stephen Bauer, Ph.D., represent Southern 
Adventist University on two different commit-
tees studying the theology of ordination.

Southern’s Fit for Eternity 5K race 
brought students and community mem-
bers together for a fun event where par-
ticipants were doused in powder paint 
along the route as part of a “color run.”
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Early Bird Discount Ends June 27th

 www.southernunion.com/womensconference 
404-299-1832,  x417

COME & PARTICIPATE IN
Praise & Worship

Inspirational Devotionals
Community Outreach

Fellowship
Intensive Prayer

SPECIAL MUSICAL GUEST
Gale Jones-Murphy

GENERAL SESSION SPEAKERS
• Carla Baker
• Rebecca Davis
• Wanda Davis
• Heather-Dawn Small
• Elizabeth Talbot
General Sessions will be translated into Spanish and French

EXHIBITORS 
www.adventsource.org or 1-800-732-7587

1 2Step 1  Conference Registration
             www.southernunion.com/womensconference 
             or 1-800-732-7587

Step 2  Hotel Reservation
             843-308-9330

REGISTRATION

ONE VOICE • ONE VISION

SOUTHERN UNION
WOMEN’S
CONFERENCE

CHARLESTON AREA CONVENTION CENTER

Sept. 5
-8, 

2013

New! Collegiat
e Women’s 

Track & Rece
ption*

* Reduced registration rate for collegiate women
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PROPERTY AVAILABLE	
COLLEGEDALE GUESTHOUSE: 1.5 bedrooms 
fully equipped condo w/kitchen and laundry, no 
steps, huge deck, secluded woodland setting. 
“Absolutely delightful” say guests. $60/night for two 
(2-night minimum). Roger King, 423-236-4688. 
See pictures at www.rogerkingrentals.com.  © 

QUIET OAKS ADULT CARE HOME – exclusively 
servicing the post acute (outside the hospital) 
ventilator dependent patient. We offer attentive, 
nurturing management of ventilator dependent 
patients and specialize in providing progressive 
ventilator weaning. Located in Graysville, TN, our 
beautiful home environment is conducive to recovery 
and peace of mind with our licensed nursing/
respiratory and trained staff. Contact Laura Morrison, 
RN Administrator, 423-775-7658 or quietoaks@
comcast.net.  [6]

SUMMIT RIDGE RETIREMENT VILLAGE is a place 
where you can live independently in your own home. 
Lawn mowing and maintenance provided. Church 
and nursing home on grounds. Make friends with 
Adventist neighbors, and enjoy the low cost of living 
in the Oklahoma countryside. Call Bill Norman, 405-
454-6538. Website: www.summit-ridge-village.org.  ©

FLORIDA LIVING RETIREMENT COMMUNITY 
– 13.5 acres near Orlando, Florida set aside for 
the Conference owned retirement community.  
Independent living! Apartments and rooms available. 
SDA church on the premises. Programs, activities, 
van for transport and motel accommodations. 
1-800-729-8017 or www.floridalivingretirement.
com.  [6-10]

BUYING OR SELLING PROPERTY near Collegedale, 
Chattanooga? When selling your home, it’s important 
to have an experienced and licensed realtor. When 
buying, information is power. Bankruptcy, foreclosure, 
or short sale, doesn’t mean you can’t buy a home 
again! Contact Vincent Lopez, Crye-leike, Realtors. 
423-316-1880. vincent.lopez@crye-leike.com.  [6]

COLLEGEDALE FURNISHED CONDO near 
4 corners, only $132,900. Custom built condo 
with upgrades in Collegedale, Mulberry Park 
Community featuring pool and clubhouse, 

$239,900. 7.8 acres on Bancroft Rd. build-able 
land $115,000. Wendy Dixon Team/Crye-Leike 
Realtors. Phone #: 423-883-0656; ask for 
Herby. [6]

COLLEGEDALE HOME – Ideal for anyone with live-in 
parents. 3208 square feet. Spacious upper level 3 bed, 
2 bath. Lower level 2 bed, 1.5 bath self-contained suite 
for comfortable, semi-independent living for your loved 
ones’ “golden years.” On 1/3 acre near SAU. Only 
$276,900. https://sites.google.com/site/ooltewah9876. 
423-244-0260.  [6]

LEVEL LOT IN GRANADA ESTATES – Less than 
5 miles from SAU. Outside city limits. City water and 
sewer. $35,000. Call Gary Pyke at 931-582-6669.  [6]

LOG CABIN IN THE WOODS! Minutes to SAU, 
3+ bed, 3 bath home built in 2007, $249,900. 
Ooltewah: 3 bed, 1 bath ranch home built in 
1996, $119,900. Call Sue Vosen, Crye-Leike 
Realtors: 423-774-1029. Let my 20 years of real 
estate experience work for you.  [6, 7]

COLLEGEDALE HOME FOR SALE – 2850 
square feet, brick 2-story on partially wooded 
1.9 acres. 4 bed, 2.5 bath. Extra large 4th bed 
+ bonus room. Tile flooring, fireplace in family 
room, 2-car garage. In quiet neighborhood 2 
miles from SAU. Call 423-396-3936.  [6, 7]

PRIVATE COUNTRY LOTS on the Cumberland 
Plateau only 55 minutes from Southern Adventist 
University. Property features gorgeous long-
range views, mature hardwoods, city water, 
underground utilities and a stocked small lake - 
all at 2,000’ elevation at the end of county road, 
bordered by 3,000 acre tree farm. 2-10 acre 
lots starting at $3,900/acre. Call 301-992-7472. 
For pictures, plats and more information:  http://
kismetkennel.com/countryland.html.  [6-11]

COZY HOME with 3500+ square feet. 2004 
home, 4 bed, 4 bath, 2 kitchens, CH/AC, 
woodstoves, using year-round springs on 10 
partly wooded private acres, DSL; hour north of 
Nashville. Churches, schools, academies 17 - 35 
miles close. 859-333-0866.  ©

COUNTRY LIVING IN MANCHESTER, KY near 
Adventist hospital, church, and school. Modified 
Cape Cod includes 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living, 
dining, and family rooms, full walk-out basement. 20+ 
acres with garden, orchard, barn, pasture, woods, gas 
well (free gas). $197,000. Information: jfredcalkins@
windstream.com, 606-599-1844, or http://tinyurl.com/
bn52wqx.  [6]

COLUMBIA - BREEDING, KY – Country home 
on 28 acres. $360K. 4000 square feet, 3 bed, 3.5 
bath, mother-in-law suite, garage, barn, 2 wbfp w/
inserts. Built 1998, low maintenance. Energy efficient, 
geothermal heat/AC, average utility <$100. DSL, 
paved road, 13 miles from town. 270-378-4890 or 
jimappleman@yahoo.com.  [6-8]

COUNTRY RENTAL near tryon, NC. Large 
living, dining, & kitchen area. Completely 
furnished (optional) including utility, 2 bedrooms, 
2 full baths. All electric, also wood-burning stove. 
Good well water, also has hand pump. Storage 
area, yard work, trash removal provided. Deposit 
& references required. 828-863-2149.  [6]

BOOK VACATION: NEW 3-LEVEL VACATION 
BEACH HOUSE across from N Topsail Beach, NC. 
Quiet cove off Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway. Floating 
dock/boat slip, large porches, covered patios, etc. 
Limited to 6 persons. Call Bart or Naomi at 910-358-
3373 or 910-358-4447; nlcarlyle@gmail.com to book 
vacation or see photos.  [6, 7]

POSITIONS AVAILABLE	
JELLICO COMMUNITY HOSPITAL is looking 
for physicians to work in our hospital. We are 
currently seeking the following positions: Family 
Practice, Family Practice/OB, Orthopedic, 
Nephrology, Internal Medicine. Please contact 
Jason Dunkel @ jason.dunkel@ahss.org or 423-
784-1187 for more information.  [6-8]

ADVENTIST HEALTH SYSTEM is seeking 
qualified candidates for a Leadership Development 
Program Manager based at our corporate office 
in Altamonte Springs, FL. This position has the 
opportunity to share the responsibility for creating 
plans for developing leadership skills in all levels 
of leadership personnel. Ideal candidates will have 
an MBA and 5+ years of hospital administration/
leadership experience. Travel is 25% of the time. 
Email your resume to david.gordon@ahss.org!  [6]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY School 
of Nursing seeks applicants committed to SDA 
nursing education to join a mission-focused 
team as adjunct, part- or full-time faculty. 
Earned doctorate required. Advanced practice 
certification/experience preferred, but not required 
for some courses. Consideration given for 
candidates who wish to teach online without 
relocating. Must be a member in good and regular 

Offering physician opportunities in 
Family Medicine, General Surgery, 

Pulmonology, Internal Medicine 
and Orthopedic Surgery, 

in an environment dedicated to 
Christian compassion and healing.

For more information, please visit 
FHNorthPinellas.com

Florida HosPital NortH PiNellas
Tarpon Springs, Florida

How to Submit Your Advertising
(1) Have your pastor or a local church elder 

write “Approved” and his signature on the sheet 
of paper containing the advertisement, (2) write 
your name and address on the same sheet, (3) 
specify how many times the ad is to run, (4) 
send the approved ad to your conference office 
6 weeks in advance of the publication date and 
(5) don’t forget to enclose payment in full for each 
month the ad is to run. Make checks payable to 
SOUTHERN UNION.

RATES: Southern Union: $40 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $45 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word 
beyond 45. Out of Union: $50 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $55 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.50 per word 
beyond 45. Accepted as space is available. Ads 
may run in successive months as space permits.

SOUTHERN TIDINGS makes every reason-
able effort to screen all advertising, but in no 
case can the periodical assume responsiblity for 
advertisements appearing in its columns, or for 
typographical errors.
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standing in the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
Send curriculum vitae to Dr. Barbara James, 
bjames@southern.edu. SAU School of Nursing, 
PO Box 370, Collegedale, TN 37315.  [6]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY School 
of Education and Psychology seeks faculty 
for its Counseling programs effective June 1, 
2013. Qualified candidates must have an earned 
doctorate in counseling or counselor education, 
preferably from a CACREP-accredited program, 
with a concentration in school or clinical mental 
health counseling. The candidate must have a 
strongly expressed commitment to Jesus Christ, 
and be a Seventh-day Adventist church member 
in good and regular standing. Priority given to 
applications received by April 30, 2013. Submit 
curriculum vitae and cover letter to John McCoy, 
School of Ed/Psych, Box 370, Collegedale, TN, 
37315-0370.  [6]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
seeks Dean of the School of Business and 
Management. A Doctoral degree in a field 
of business is required. Dean oversees the 
undergraduate and graduate programs. The 
successful candidate must have a strongly 
expressed commitment to Jesus Christ, the 
teachings and mission of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, and be an SDA church member 
in good and regular standing. Please submit 
curriculum vitae, cover letter, and a statement 
of administrative and teaching philosophy to 
Pat Coverdale, Director of Human Resources, 
at plcoverdale@southern.edu or to Human 
Resources, Southern Adventist University, PO 
Box 370, Collegedale, TN 37363.  [6, 7]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
Counseling & Testing Services / Student 
Success Center seeks Licensed Professional 
Counselor. Candidates must have a Master’s 
degree and licensure in counseling (LPC) and a 
minimum of three years of successful counseling 
related experience. Candidate must have a 
strongly expressed commitment to Jesus Christ 
and be a Seventh-day Adventist church member 
in good and regular standing. Submit resume and 
cover letter to Jim Wampler, Southern Adventist 
University, Student Success Center, Box 370, 
Collegedale, TN, 37315-0370 or jwampler@
southern.edu.  [6]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks a 
Chef for their Village Market Deli. This position is a 

working manager, working with and directing 
student cooks in preparing all hot foods for 
meals and any special orders. Culinary art school 
training preferred. Organization, communication 
skills, and ability to lead and motivate others a 
necessity. View job description at www.southern.
edu/HR. Please send application and resume’ 
to Amy Steele, Human Resources, Southern 
Adventist University, P.O. Box 370 Collegedale, 
TN 37315-0370 or amym@southern.edu.  [6]

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY seeks an Associate 
Professor of Speech- Language Pathology. 
Candidates should have an earned doctorate 
in Speech-Language Pathology. CCC-SLP is 
required. For more information and to apply visit: 
http://www.andrews.edu/HR/emp_jobs_faculty.
cgi.  [6]

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST GUAM CLINIC is 
embarking on a major expansion and is seeking 
physicians in Internal Medicine, Family 
Medicine, General Surgery, Orthopedic 
Surgery, Cardiology, Rheumatology, 
Pulmonology, Gastroenterology, OB/GYN, 
Urology, Pediatrics, ENT, Optometry, and 
Dermatology. Contact us to learn about our 
benefits and opportunities by calling 671-646-
8881, ext. 116; emailing hr@guamsda.com; 
or visiting our website at www.adventistclinic.
com. [6]

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
GUAM CLINIC is embarking on a 
major expansion and is seeking an 
experienced Chief Clinical Nurse 
to provide strong leadership and 
operational support to our multi-
specialty medical team. Contact 
us to learn about our benefits 
and opportunities by calling 671-
646-8881, ext. 116; emailing hr@
guamsda.com; or visiting our 
website at www.adventistclinic.
com.  [6]

PRO HEALTH is looking for a 
licensed Massage Therapist 
at the Hulsey Wellness Center 
(Southern Adventist University) 
in Collegedale, TN. Working in 
an excellent environment, flexible 
schedule, and a good salary. 
Please call Diego at 706-844-
2142 or 423-710-4888.  [6, 7]

DENTIST WITH MINISTRY MINDSET desires 
help from dentists with same mindset. Two locations 
in NW Georgia close to Coble Elementary, GCA 
and SAU. Per diem, associateship or partnership 
considered. Good opportunity for retired or semi-
retired. Please contact Dr. R.R. (Dick) Miller. Work: 
706-857-4741. Cell: 706-766-1825.  [6, 7]

LAURELBROOK SANITARIUM & SCHOOL in 
Dayton, TN is seeking (1) a 5+ yr experienced 
nursing home administrator for 50-bed 
intermediate care facility, and (2) an information 
technology specialist with network administration 
experience. All inquiries are confidential and 
should be emailed with salary requirements to: 
HR@laurelbrook.org.  [6]

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR / FUNDRAISING / 
DEVELOPMENT / DONOR MANAGEMENT 
POSITION – Asian Aid USA, is a supportive 
ministry of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Our 
ministry is in India, Nepal and Bangladesh. Asian 
Aid seeks to employ an experienced Associate 
Director to manage fundraising development & 
major gift relationships. Based in Collegedale 
TN, travel will be required in & out of the USA. 
Position reports to the CEO. Must show proven 
experience in all aspects of fundraising to develop 
strategies to grow the organization & strengthen 
relationships with those who have greatest 
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philanthropic impact. Jim Rennie, CEO: jrennie@
asianaid.org. Call 423-910-0667. Applications 
close August 20, 2013.  [6]

NURSE PRACTITIONER OR PHYSICIAN 
ASSISTANT job opportunity for growing outpatient 
psychiatric practice in Auburn, California. Beautiful 
Minds Medical, Inc., focuses on whole-person 
care by integrating holistic lifestyle principles, 
Christian counseling, and evidence-based practice 
into mental health treatment. Nestled in the 
beautiful Sierra Foothills, great place for outdoors 
enthusiast! Contact information: 530-889-8780, 
www.beautifulmindsmedical.com or submit 
resume to melissa@beautifulmindsmedical.
com.  [6]

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE	
BON HERBALS specializes in vegetarian-vegan 
nutritional supplements. If you are over age 60, 
you probably need a vitamin D supplement year 
round. More vegan products on website including 
Immune Ammunition, an herbal option to using 
antibiotics. Phone 423-238-7467. PO Box 
1038, Collegedale TN 37315. www.bonherbals.
com.  [6]

NEED A PIANIST? Hymns Alive, the Adventist 
Hymnal on 33 CDs. Quality accompaniment 
music to sing God’s praises. Organ and piano. 
Kid’s hymnals on CDs also. www.35hymns.com. 
Hymns on videos – 12 DVDs – Creation Sings, 
with words and beautiful nature photos & videos. 
Call 800-354-9667.  [6]

AMSOIL THE FIRST IN SYNTHETICS – Jacob 
Hess, independent dealer offering AMSOIL 
products to individuals, churches, businesses, 
and more! If it has moving parts, it needs 
lubrication. Synthetic oils for all your machines. 
Fewer oil changes, more cost savings. www.
valuesynthetics.com/sda or 615-636-8000.  
[6-8]

PATHFINDER/ADVENTURER CLUB NAME 
CREST: Order your Pathfinder and Adventurer 
club name creast at www.pathfinderclubnames.
com. For more information, call 269-208-5853 
or email us at pathfinderclubnames@gmail.
com.  [6-5]

MISCELLANEOUS	
SINGLE AND OVER 40? Stay home and meet 
new friends in USA, only interracial group for 
Adventist singles over 40. For information, send 
large self-addressed stamped envelope to ASO-
40, 2747 Nonpareil, Sutherlin, OR 97479.  ©

AdventistSingles.org Free 14-day Trial! Join 
thousands of Adventist singles online. Free chat, 
search, profiles, match notifications! Adventist 
owners since 1993. Visit www.ElliotDylan.com 
for the Undercover Angels series of novels for 
Christian teens that build on Biblical principles 
and encourage integrity. Great Sabbath reading 
and gifts!  ©

SINGLE? WIDOWED? DIVORCED? Find 
compatible SDA companions, ages 18-88, with 
common interests and goals. Get listed free and 
confidentially! No word limit! For information 
and application, send self-addressed, stamped 

envelope to: SDA Friendship Finder, P.O. 
Box 673, Blue Ridge, GA 30513, or email 
gamtnwmn@tds.net.  [6]

ARE YOU MOVING SOON? Before you rent 
a U-Haul and do it yourself, check our price 
and save yourself the hassle. Plan now and 
reserve a time slot. Fast, direct, and economical. 
Contact: Gary Erhard, Erhard Moving & Storage, 
610 South Mechanic Street, Berrien Springs, 
MI 49103; 269-471-7366 or 248-890-5700, 
evenings 8-11 p.m.  ©

RELOCATING? Apex Moving & Storage has 
a national account contract with the General 
Conference for your moving needs. Take 
advantage of a volume rated discount. Be 
assured you are moving with the BEST! Call 
Marcy Dante’ at 800-766-1902; or visit us at: 
www.apexmoving.com/adventist.  [6-12]

RELOCATING FROM ONE STATE TO 
ANOTHER? The move counselors at Stevens 
Van Lines can help! With special pricing for 
all Adventist families, and recommended by 
the General Conference for over 14 years, 
quality is inherent. Call the Clergy Move 
Center direct for a no cost or obligation 
estimate at 800-248-8313 or contact us at 
www.stevensworldwide.com/sda.  [6-12]

RV’s!! Adventist owned and operated RV 
dealership has been helping SDA’s for over 
30 years.  Huge inventory of new and used 
trailers and motor homes. Jayco, Newmar, 
and Hurricane. Courtesy airport pickup and 
on-site hookups. Call toll-free 1-888-933-

9300. Lee’s RV, Oklahoma City. www.leesrv.
com or e-mail Lee Litchfield at Lee@leesrv.
com.  ©

WILDWOOD HEALTH RETREAT Lifestyle 
Renewal & Weight Management Seminars – 
Overcome lifestyle diseases: eat healthfully, 
control stress, exercise for energy. Includes 
hands-on cooking classes (vegan, whole 
foods). 1-week seminars ($395) beginning 
June 30; July 14; August 11. 2-week seminars 
($790) beginning July 7; July 21; August 25. 
Butler Creek Seminars, Iron City, TN. Ph. 
931-724-6706. See daily schedule: www.
wildwoodhealthretreat.org.  [6]

THE WILDWOOD LIFESTYLE CENTER 
can help you naturally treat and reverse 
diseases such as diabetes, heart disease, 
hypertension, obesity, arthritis, fibromyalgia, 
lupus, multiple sclerosis, chronic fatigue, 
cancer, depression and many more. Invest 
in your health, call 1-800-634-9355 for more 
information or visit www.wildwoodhealth.org/
lifestyle.  [6-5]

PLANNING AN EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
OR HEALTH SEMINAR? Have questions? 
Need affordable, professionally prepared 
handbills, brochures, signs, banners and 
mailing services? Call free, 800-274-0016 and 
ask for HOPE Customer Service or visit www.
hopesource.com. You deserve the best with 
confidence and peace of mind. Your friends at 
Hamblin’s HOPE deliver on-time.  [6]

HAVE YOU WRITTEN a children’s book, life 
testimony, story of God’s love, or your spiritual 
ideas and would like them published? Contact 
TEACH Services at 800-367-1844 Ext 3 or 
email publishing@teachservices.com, for a 
FREE manuscript review.  [6-4]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
offers master’s degrees in business, computer 
science, counseling, education, global 
community development, nursing, religion, 
and social work. Flexibility is provided through 
some online and many on-campus programs. 
Financial aid may be available. For more 
information, call 423.236.2585 or visit www.
southern.edu/graduatestudies.  [6-5]

DEMAND IS HIGH for managers of skilled nursing 
facilities and senior care centers. Southern 
Adventist University’s degree in long term care 
administration is available on campus or online. 
Enjoy being a leader in the business of caring. Call 
1.800.Southern or email ltca@southern.edu for 
information.  [6-8]

LIVING LANDS OF THE BIBLE presents 
three Bible-based November tours with 
Dick Fenn, former Jerusalem pastor. Follow 
Jesus from Egypt to Galilee to Golgotha. 
Experience Paul’s Italy from Puteoli to 
Rome. Visit MTSTravel.com for complete 
itineraries. Contact me for details. Email: 
RLF@DrWordsmythe.com. Phone: 503-659-
1020.  [6]
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Introductory Special:
Complete Single Set:
Just $69.95+S&H

10 or more sets:
Just $59.95+S&H per set

NETWORKS

To Order: www.HappyFamilyBSI.com or by email: waveney@happyfamilybsi.com
or by phone: (407) 884-0859 or (800) 291-3060  •  Also available at your ABC

Family Seminars

Each Episode Connects a Vital Family 
Issue with a Compatible Bible Doctrine

in a Christ-centered approach.

21 Half-hour Episodes
on 7 Discs!

• Great for Personal
   Outreach!
• Ideal for Small Group
   Evangelism!
• Effective for Reaching
   Secular- minded People

YOU
+

YOUR BIBLE
=

Door to door 
Children’s Evangelism

Literature Evangelism

Preaching 
Small Groups 

Bible Studies

Scott Moore
President

“YOU AND YOUR BIBLE WILL NEVER BE THE SAME!”! and 

LAY INSTITUTE FOR EVANGELISM
For more information on how you and your church can be trained in 

personal and public evangelism, please contact us via: 

Phone: 1-888-628-2819
Email: info@comeexperiencelife.com
Web: www.ComeExperienceLife.com

LIFE On the Edge 
2 weeks

Aug. 25- Sept 7, 2013
Feb. 2- 16, 2014

Operation Mission LIFE 
16 weeks

Aug. 25- Nov. 24, 2013
Feb. 2 - May 11, 2014

Cycle of Evangelism/LIFE On the Edge 
3 weeks

Aug. 25- Sept 15, 2013
Feb. 2- 23, 2014

For online courses visit our website and register today!

Announcements	
Ozark Adventist Academy Homecoming 
– June 8-10. All former faculty, staff, and 
students are invited to attend the weekend 
events. Details: 479-736-2221 #1109, or visit 
www.ozarkacademy.org.
Belleview SDA Church Dedication – June 
9. Belleview, FL. Special invitation to all 
friends and former members to celebrate the 
opening and dedication of the new sanctuary. 
Details: Dot Carey, 352-236-3129.
“Ye Olde” Cedar Lake Academy Reunion 
– June 8-10. For alumni and warmly 

welcomed schoolmates of 1962 and earlier 
at Great Lakes Adventist Academy, Cedar 
Lake, MI. Honor classes: 1932, 1942, 1952, 
and 1962. Details will be forthcoming by 
postal service. Contact GLAA Alumni Office 
at 989-427-5181 or visit www.GLAA.net for 
details.
Transforming Lives Through Libraries/
Association of SDA Librarians 2013 
Conference – June 19-24. Adventist 
International Institute of Advanced Studies 
(AIIAS); Silang, Cavite, Philippines. 
Librarians and Information Professionals 
are invited to visit http://asdal.org for details, 

or contact Christy Scott at Christy.Scott@
wallawalla.edu, 509-527-2153.
National Wildlife Federation – June 22. 
Details: www.nwf.org/news.
Madison College Alumni Association 
Homecoming – June 22-24. Honor classes: 
1942, ’47, ’52, ’57, and ’62. Also invited 
are those who attended Madison Academy 
and the Anesthesia School. Details: Henry 
Scoggins, president, 615-919-7767; or Jim 
Culpepper, secretary/treasurer, 615-415-
1925.
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You’re 
invited 

White Memorial Medical Center 
Centennial Celebration Weekend 

OctOber 25-27, 2013

If you’ve been a friend, patient, 
employee or graduate of White 
Memorial’s residency programs, plan 
now to join us for a faith-building weekend of 
events celebrating God’s work at WMMC, touring the 
new campus and reconnecting with old friends. 

ReAD THe fuLL SToRy in “A Journey of  
Faith and Healing,” WMMC’s centennial  
history book. 

To learn more about the weekend or to order the book, visit 
whitememorial.com/centennial.
 

fRIDAy, ocTobeR 25  | 
continuing Medical education event 

 Well-known physician, writer and 
 speaker Dr. rachel Naomi remen 

SATuRDAy, ocTobeR 26  |  Hospital Sabbath Program 
elders Charles White, great grandson of ellen White, and 
Gordon Bietz, president of Southern Adventist university 
Concert by Sandi Patty, acclaimed Christian vocalist

SunDAy, ocTobeR 27  |  centennial Gala 
A fund-raising celebration for WMMC

For more information go to: www.southernunion.com/medical-dental

ACLS 
Recertification

OCTOBER 9-12, 2014
SAVE the DATE

SAVE the DATE

Gatlinburg, Tennessee

Continuing Education Credit Offered for the Following Professions: 
Physicians • Dentists • Pharmacists • Nurses • Dental Hygienists • Optometrists

S O U T H E R N  U N I O N  B I A N N U A L
Medical-Dental/Health Professional RETREAT

Beginning in 2014 we are inviting physicians, dentists, and allied health professionals 
to join together in Gatlinburg, TN, for a weekend of continuing education, fellowship, 

and worship.  We hope you plan now to join us! 
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E v e n t s  C a l e n d a r

		M  ay 31	 June 7	 June 14	 June 21	 June 28	 July 5
 	Atlanta, GA	 8:46	 8:49	 8:51	 8:52	 8:52	 8:51
	 Charleston, SC	 8:25	 8:28	 8:31	 8:32	 8:32	 8:30
	 Charlotte, NC	 8:35	 8:38	 8:41	 8:42	 8:42	 8:40
	 Collegedale, TN	 8:52	 8:55	 8:57	 8:59	 8:59	 8:57
	 Huntsville, AL	 7:57	 8:00	 8:02	 8:03	 8:03	 8:02
	 Jackson, MS	 8:05	 8:08	 8:10	 8:12	 8:11	 8:10
	L ouisville, KY	 9:03	 9:07	 9:09	 9:10	 9:10	 9:08
	M emphis, TN	 8:11	 8:15	 8:17	 8:18	 8:18	 8:16
	M iami, FL	 8:10	 8:13	 8:15	 8:16	 8:16	 8:16
	M ontgomery, AL	 7:50	 7:53	 7:55	 7:56	 7:56	 7:55
	N ashville, TN	 8:01	 8:05	 8:07	 8:08	 8:08	 8:06
	O rlando, FL	 8:21	 8:24	 8:26	 8:27	 8:27	 8:26
	W ilmington, NC	 8:21	 8:24	 8:26	 8:27	 8:27	 8:26

Sunset

Carolina	

Ordinations – June 1. Lake 
Junaluska-Stewart Auditorium.
Pathfinders/Adventurers 
Award Ceremony – June 
1. Lake Junaluska-Stewart 
Auditorium.
ACBC Closed for inventory – 
June 2-4. 
SIT Camp Staff Week – June 
1-9. NPR.
Adventurer Camp – June 9-16. 
NPR.
Junior Camp – June 16-23. 
NPR.
Elders’ Certification Training 
– June 21, 22. Session 
#4-Evangelism. Arden Church.
Teen Camp – June 23-30. NPR.
Family Camp – June 30-July 
5. NPR.
ShareHim Campaign – July 12-
27. El Salvador.
Pathfinders’ Leadership 
Convention – July 23-25. NPR.
Adult Sabbath School Teacher 
Training – July 26-28. NPR.
Master Guide Camp Out – July 
26-28. NPR.

Florida	

Complete calendar online – 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/calendar/
Florida Pathfinder events – 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/iym/pathfinders/events/ or 
call 407-644-5000 x127.
Singles’ Ministries events 
and mailing list information. 
Spiritual study groups, fellowship 
dinners, outings, and more. 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/iym/childrenandfamily/
events/, djmiller4000@gmail.
com, or 407-703-3050.
Florida Adventist Book Center 
– Winter Park: national toll-free 
number, 877-55-FLABC (877-
553-5222). Miami: 305-805-
9900. High Springs: 386-454-
7956. Shop online: http://www.
floridaconference.com/abc/ or 
order by e-mail: FloridaABC@
floridaconference.com
Florida Adventist Bookmobile 
Schedule
June 22. Jacksonville 
Southpoint.
June 23. Jacksonville First, 
Orange Cove, Palatka, Palm 
Coast, New Smyrna Beach. 
(Southeastern Conference: 
Jacksonville Ephesus.)

June 29. Tallahassee.
June 30. Perry, Cross City, 
Ocala, Silver Springs Shores, 
Belleview, Lady Lake, Inverness.
July 6. Sunrise.
July 7. Plantation, Lauderhill, 
Ambassador in Lauderdale 
Lakes. (Southeastern 
Conference: Mt. Olivet.)
July 13. Naples.
July 14. Cape Coral, Fort Myers, 
Fort Myers Shores, Arcadia, 
Avon Park, Winter Haven.
July 20. West Palm Beach.
July 21. Midport in Port St. 
Lucie, Fort Pierce, Cocoa, 
Titusville. (Southeastern 
Conference: Port St. Lucie, 
Palm Bay.)
July 27. Maranatha in Miami 
Gardens.
July 28. Fort Lauderdale, 
Lauderhill, Ambassador in 
Lauderdale Lakes, Pompano 
Beach, Jupiter-Tequesta.
Planned Giving and Trust 
Services Clinics
July 13. Daytona Beach.
July 20. Fort Myers Spanish.
July 27. South Orlando.
July 27. Naples Spanish.
Brevard Adventist Christian 
Academy Homecoming 
Reunion Weekend – July 5-7. 
Cocoa Church. Theme: Looking 
Back and Moving Forward. 
Guest speakers: U.S. Senate 
Chaplain Barry Black and 
former NASA scientist William 
Rodger Downs. Details: http://
bacacademy.org/reunion/baca@
cfl.rr.com, or 321-636-2551.
Foundation of Faith 
Community Nursing – Sept. 
30-Oct. 4. 8 a.m.-5:15 p.m. 
Florida Hospital Trickel Building, 
900 Winderley Place, Maitland. 
A course for nurses with active 
RN license that will empower 
you to view health through the 
CREATION Health philosophy 
and integrate a practical 
understanding of theology into 
the role of Faith Community 
Nursing. Cost: $649 or $499 if 
registered by Aug. 31. Details: 
http://www.healthy100churches.
org/2-tr-fcn.php, yvonne.
seballo@flhosp.org, or 407-200-
1657.

Georgia-Cumberland	

Olde Time Camp Meeting – 
June 6-8. Deer Lodge, TN.
Hispanic Camp Meeting – 

June 7-9. Georgia-Cumberland 
Academy. Calhoun, GA.
Health Rallies
June 8. 2-5 p.m. Battlefield 
Community Church. Ft. 
Oglethorpe, GA.
June 22. Ringgold, GA.
July 13. 2-5 p.m. Oglethorpe, 
GA.
Cohutta Springs Youth Camp: 
Junior II– June 9-16. Crandall, 
GA.
Pathfinder Teen Mission Trip 
– June 9-23. Pine Ridge, SD.
God in Shoes Mission Trip – 
June 9-23. Pine Ridge, SD.
Diné Outreach Mission Trip to 
Navajo Indian Reservation – 
June 15-28. Page, AZ.
Cohutta Springs Youth Camp: 
Adventure – June 16-21. 
Crandall, GA.
Cohutta Springs Youth Camp: 
Tween/Pathfinder Honors – 
June 23-30. Crandall, GA.
Cohutta Springs Youth 
Camp: Teen I – June 30-July 7. 
Crandall, GA. 
Cohutta Springs Youth Camp: 
Rock Solid I– June 30-July 7. 
Crandall, GA.
Day of Prayer and Fasting – 
July 5. 
Online registration for events 
available: www.registration.
gccsda.com. 

Gulf States	

Complete Calendar online
http://www.gscsda.org 
Adventurer Camp – June 2-9. 
Camp Alamisco.
Junior Camp – June 9-16. 
Camp Alamisco.
Conference Executive 
Committee Teleconference – 
June 18.

Teen Camp – June 16-23. 
Camp Alamisco.
Native American Camp – June 
23-28. Camp Alamisco.
Conference Executive 
Committee via Teleconference 
– June 18. 
Elders’ Certification Training – 
June 29. Floral Crest Church.
Family Camp – July 1-7. Camp 
Alamisco.

Kentucky-Tennessee 		

Hispanic Camp Meeting – June 
7, 8. Highland Academy.
Conference Executive 
Committee – July 16.
Ministers’ Meeting – July 28-
31. Indian Creek Camp.
Literature Evangelists’ Retreat 
– Aug. 1-4. Indian Creek Camp.
Women’s Retreats at Indian 
Creek Camp 
I – Sept. 20-22.  II – Sept. 27-29.
Sept. 6-8. Hispanic.
Sept. 13-15. Young Women.

Southern Adventist 
University	

PreviewSouthern – June 
13, 14. Take a tour, meet 
professors, sit in on financial 
aid workshops, and enjoy a fun 
activity in Chattanooga. Meals 
and accommodations (up to 
two nights) provided. Details: 
southern.edu/visit.
SALT Evangelism Training – 
July 21-28. The Summer SALT 
program covers the basics of 
personal and public evangelism, 
the evangelism cycle, and tools 
for outreach in your local church 
and community. Designed for 
busy people looking for intense 
evangelism training. Details: 
southern.edu/salt.
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