
SOUTHERN

February 2014

Touching Many More Hearts
in Many More Ways



Vantage Point

Remember When?
In my short life span I remember Afros, bell-bottom pants, platform shoes, and 

baggy double-knit shirts. In my youth, I remember when wearing those hairstyles and 
clothing was the coolest, hippest thing you could do. Another segment of society, 
namely parents and authority figures, saw it as somewhat immodest and countercul-
tural. But, a funny thing happened as the years passed. Those styles became more 
dated and modest. It’s a process that continues today. What was considered immodest 
in previous eras is no longer considered so today. For instance, men’s long hair was 
viewed in the ‘60s as a sign of rebellion. That’s not the case today. Similar haircuts, 
pants, shoes, and shirts have reemerged as contemporary fashion alternatives while fol-
lowing a similar cycle of social acceptability and appropriateness. 

Although the clothing people wear may not be absolutely indicative of the breadth 
and scope of their character, it may reveal in part their value system. Contemporary 
psychologists suggest that the way one dresses and adorns often affects attitude and 
behavior. Many a despondent or neurotically depressed person has tried to positively 
adjust the bleak perception of life’s circumstances by dressing up. 

If attire and adornment impact perception, attitude, behavior, and emotional well-
ness, perhaps it behooves us to factor in the biblical concept of modesty — appropri-
ateness in dress, conduct, and speech. If the great God in Heaven quests that we as 
human beings prosper and be in health even as our souls prosper (III John 2), then a 
healthy approach to the way we dress, speak, and conduct ourselves is critical.

Because of radically changing times, high-pressure schedules, societal expectations, 
and a battery of contemporary values, it is possible to forget the importance of virtue, 
appropriateness, and modesty. Even if we cannot remember when an emphasis was 
placed on modesty, it still is God’s suggestion that we be modest in all areas of our 
lives, while we spend the lion’s share of our time adorning the inner being. The para-
dox of true modesty is that it is a work of the heart — indicative of an active working 
relationship with God — which produces fruit that clearly is seen in the way we dress, 
act, and think. 

Perhaps Philippians 4:8 says it best: “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever 
is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable 
— if anything is excellent or praiseworthy — think about such things.” Holy Scripture 
is forthright in expressing the ideal of conduct, speech, and dress emanating from the 
inner man. 

First Peter 3:3-5 gives further counsel on the issue: “Your beauty should not come 
from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and 
fine clothes. Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a 
gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight.” 

We may not be able to say definitely what are appropriate or inappropriate trends 
of fashion, behavior, and speech; however, learning to cultivate a desire to please God 
can temper our approach to what we wear, what we do, and what we say. 

Ron C. Smith,
D.Min., Ph.D. 
President of the 
Southern Union 
Conference
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Expanding the Vision
Years ago, a literature evange-

list (LE) led a man to purchase a 
Bible Readings for the Home Circle. 
After learning the truths presented 
in this book, the customer became 
such a faithful member of his local 
Seventh-day Adventist church that his 
pastor repeatedly tried to persuade 
him to become a preacher. The 
man declined, but vowed to rear his 
sons to become preachers. Tens of 
thousands of baptisms later, and we 
have the legends of William Clifford, 
Harold, and Edward Earl Cleveland. 
The Holy Spirit ensured the father’s 
promise was fulfilled. 

This was an example of one-
soul evangelism, spoken of by Ellen 
White: 

“The Lord desires that His word 
of grace shall be brought home to 
every soul. To a great degree this 

must be accomplished by personal 
labor. This was Christ’s method. His 
work was largely made up of per-
sonal interviews. He had a faithful 
regard for the one-soul audience. 
Through that one soul the message 
was often extended to thousands,” 
Christ’s Object Lessons, page 229. 

Why is it so important to reach 
that one soul who might extend to 
thousands? Well, did you know that 
three of the top 10 most populous 
states in the nation are right here 
in the Southern Union Conference 
(SUC)? They are Florida (19.5 mil-
lion), Georgia (10 million), and North 
Carolina (9.8 million). Add the other 
five states of the SUC — Tennessee 
(6.5 million), Alabama (4.8 million), 
South Carolina (4.8 million), Ken-
tucky (4.4 million), Mississippi (3 
million) — and the sum is 62.8 mil-

lion, approximately 1/5 of the total 
U.S. population. This demographic 
snapshot provides more than 62 mil-
lion reasons to expand the publish-
ing vision. 

We have a reported membership 
of 272,630. If we divvy up the popu-
lace equally among the membership, 
that makes each of us responsible 
for providing light to approximately 
237 people. If your church is like 
mine, the attendance doesn’t always 
match the roll. If that’s the case, 
your sphere of responsibility just 
increased. How are you going to 
impact those 237-plus people? 

Mass Personalization
Let’s remember that “Christ’s 

method alone will give true success 
in reaching the people. The Savior 
mingled with men as one who de-

Touching Many More Hearts
in Many More Ways

BY WILLIAM SMITH
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sired their good.” Therefore, we must 
follow His example by “coming close 
to the people by personal effort,” 
Ministry of Healing, pp. 143-4. 

This counsel has traditionally 
led colporteurs, or 
literature evange-
lists, to emphasize 
meeting people in 
their homes to make 
the sale. It’s not that 
mailing literature to 
your community’s 
zip code is a bad 
idea. That’s actu-
ally a great comple-
ment to personally 
visiting people, with 
literature in hand. 
“The wider the 
circulation of our 
publications, the 
greater will be the 
demand for books 
that make plain the 
Scriptures of truth,” 
Testimonies, volumn 
4, page 392. 

One inspiration-
al book increases 
the appetite for an-
other. Literature also 
creates a desire for fellowship with 
people that believe and practice the 
principles the books promote. Every 
effective option for mass distribution 
should be implemented to pave the 
way for “mass personalization.” 

What if? For decades, LEs have 
been dubbed “Adventist Marines,” 
because this small group of specially 

trained missionaries is on the front 
lines. However, our conquests for 
King Jesus cannot be completed 
without the entire Adventist Army 
engaged in the battle. For mass per-

sonalization to become a reality, we 
need all boots on the ground! 

What if all 272,630 members 
were regularly deployed to lighten 
their surroundings with books, CDs, 
USB Flash Drives, and DVDs? What 
if every Adventist business person 
placed their stamp on a piece of 
literature to serve as their business 

card? What if every Adventist physi-
cian turned their waiting room into 
an evangelistic center with tracts and 
books for the whole family to enjoy? 

What if all our educators provid-

ed children and parents with small 
encouraging resources on subjects 
like bullying, drug abuse prevention, 
and healthy relationships? What if 
every counselor included our mar-
riage and family sets as a part of their 
consultation packages? What if we all 
shared one of our publishing re-
sources with the grocery store clerk, 

For more than 60 years, the Southern Union has 
operated a credit sales program equipping hundreds 
of LEs to do full-time ministry presenting the Bible 
Story Books, Bible Reference Libraries, and other “big 
books.” Some of the services offered are credit pro-
cessing, direct-to-customer shipping, weekly commis-
sion checks, bookkeeping assistance, and a customer 
service department.

The regional conferences of the Southern Union 
(and later, Florida Conference) converted to a strictly 
cash sales program. The literature evangelists are still 
able to minister on a full-time and part-time basis 
selling magazines, small books, MagaBooks, and 

some big book sets, but are responsible for handling 
their own accounts. LEs working the cash and credit 
programs lighten an average of 400,000 homes each 
year. 

The Southern Union is also glad to have more 
than 200 student LEs knocking on approximately 1.2 
million doors per year, and contacting thousands of 
people daily as they canvass in shopping centers. 
Along with innumerable prayers offered, evangelistic 
tracts distributed, Bible studies given, Bible corre-
spondence courses enrolled, and invitations to church 
services, our LEs are impacting an estimated four to 
five million lives each year!

The Mechanics of  Mass Personalization
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mechanic, barber or beautician, mail 
carrier, and dog catcher as we made 
small talk with them? 

One of the challenges of ministry 
is when various ministries uncon-
sciously compete with each other. 
What if we consciously decided to 
complete one another instead? What 
if we formed partnerships to help 
each other fill our niches? What if ev-
ery health ministries leader led their 
team to personally deliver You Turn, 
Vibrant Life, or CREATION Health 
to every home within two miles of 
their church? What if grief ministries 
leaders stocked hospitals, hospice 
centers, and funeral homes with 
comforting literature like Yell at God 
and Live! and Happiness Digest? 

What if men’s ministries reached 
out to other men with Character 
Construction, and women’s ministries 
circulated At Jesus Feet: The Gospel 
According to Mary Magdalene? What 
if personal ministries encouraged ev-
ery member to circulate 100 GLOW 
tracts a month for only $5? What if 
our uniform-wearing ministries such 
as Pathfinders, community ser-
vices, disaster relief, and elementary 
schools meet and greet the public 
with literature, while collecting dona-
tions for worthy causes? 

What if publishing houses, pub-
lishing departments, Adventist Book 
Centers, communication departments, 
media ministries, and information 
technology departments all worked 
together to develop and make avail-
able the most attractive, useful, rel-
evant resources needed to reach the 
masses with the message quickly?

B.L.A.S.T.
We must infuse mass person-

alization into our daily lifestyle and 
local church ministry, so that it is 
part of our daily routine rather than 
another demand upon it. To serve as 

a catalyst for these possibilities taking 
off, the Southern Union Publishing 
Department is launching a new initia-
tive called BLAST. What does BLAST 
stand for? Books (and tracts), Linking 
(with other ministries), All (mem-
bers), Schools, Technology. 

As C. M. Willis, former General 
Conference associate publishing 
director, once said, “The object...is 
to inspire and capture enthusiasm, 
to increase our forces, and quickly 
circulate our literature ‘like the leaves 
of autumn.’” 

“I am excited about the expand-
ed vision for publishing. The clarion 
call of God has always been for every 
member to spread His glorious Mes-
sage by distributing our literature like 
the leaves of autumn. I see this new 
paradigm [BLAST] as unleashing the 
entire Church to use the power of 
the printed page to reach into every 
corner of our Union with the Good 
News of Christ’s soon return,” stated 
Jim Davidson, executive secretary of 
the Southern Union Conference. 

Theus Young, Southeastern Con-
ference publishing director, shared, 
“Our Publishing Department has just 
ordered 500,000 GLOW Tracts to be 
distributed by our members to some 
of the 19 million people in our terri-
tory. For those members who find it 
difficult to pass out tracts from door 
to door, they can still use GLOW 
Tracts to distribute in their daily op-
eration as doors open to witness.”

Tim Leffew, Georgia-Cumberland 
Conference publishing director, 
states, “It is our privilege to be called 
by God to reach people through 
literature. Because people respond 
differently, we needed to have a 
multifaceted program with numerous 
approaches. The one common ele-
ment is the printed page and God’s 
blessing on it.” 

Joe Holloway, Florida Confer-

ence publishing director, added, “The 
literature ministry is by far the most 
fascinating, soul-satisfying, Heaven- 
appointed ministry.

Stay tuned to hear what others 
have to say. Perhaps the next voice 
will be yours!  

William Smith is the director of 
the Southern Union Conference Pub-
lishing Department. 

Keith Reid and Carl McRoy con-
tributed to this article.

A humble family running a vege-
tarian restaurant in Rapid City, South 
Dakota, once gave The Great Contro-
versy to an unusual patron. Because 
of the gracious acceptance extended 
to “Brother David,” this non-religious, 
purple-haired, punk-rocker accepted 
the book as a gift. After reading The 
Great Controversy, David Assherick 
discontinued his pursuit of a medical 
career and responded to the call of 
ministry. His crusades have touched 
thousands, and his teaching ministry 
has become widely known through a 
variety of media. 

Other LEs with regard to one-
soul audiences brought the families 
of Dennis Ross, retired former South-
ern Union ministerial and evangelism 
director, and Ron C. Smith, D.Min., 
Ph.D., president of the Southern 
Union, into a transforming knowl-
edge of the truth. Where would these 
ministers be without the personal 
labor of literature evangelists? How 
many would they have baptized if 
hope had not been introduced to 
their homes?

Write or email your experience(s) of sharing literature either as a separate event or in con-
junction with your work, school, vacation or other activity you are involved in. We would love 
to hear from you. Email us at:  publishing@southernunion.com.

Write us at: Southern Union Publishing Department, P.O. Box 1147, Decatur, GA 30031 
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A GIFT YOU CAN GIVE
Like many little girls, Mindy Joy 

loves playing dress up in her prin-
cess-themed bedroom.

A few short months ago she was 
the spitting image of a little princess, 
with her long, curly blonde hair and 
tulle covered dress-up clothes, but it 
might as well be a lifetime ago.

Mindy’s hair is now cut into a 
short, straight bob, and though she 
has on her ballerina tutu, she doesn’t 
feel like pirouetting the way she used 
to. Her personality is just one of the 
many things cancer stole from this 
three-year-old girl.

Doctors diagnosed Mindy with 
leukemia in the fall of 2012. In a 
matter of days, she went from being 
a carefree toddler who loved play-
ing at the beach, to a cancer patient 
confined to a hospital room.

Her parents expected to hear 
words such as chemotherapy and ste-
roids while listening to Mindy’s treat-
ment plan, but they were shocked to 
hear the words blood and platelets. 
They never really thought about 
blood donations until their daughter 
was in need of several transfusions to 
bring her levels up to a place where 

she could receive chemotherapy.
Mindy is not alone. According 

to Blood Assurance, about one in 
seven people who enter a hospital 
need blood — a gift that so many 
can give.

At Adventist Health System’s 
headquarters in Altamonte Springs, 
Florida, employees participate in 
blood drives throughout the year. 
Some, like Penny Morche, who 
serves as an executive assistant in the 
legal services department, have given 
from 17 to 26 times since 2004.

“I can’t be at a bedside to give 
a touch or helping hand,” Morche 
said of her reason for giving. “I don’t 
have that within me to be a nurse or 
a doctor, but I can take a half hour 
of my time and a pint of my blood 
four times a year to share with some-
one in need of that life-giving liquid.” 

Recently the practice has also 
spread to local congregations such 
as Forest Lake Church in Apopka, 
Florida, and Florida Hospital Church 
in Orlando, where blood collection 
drives regularly take place on Sab-
bath morning in conjunction with 
weekly services. While some may 

look down on the activity, for people 
like Rebecca Chang, it’s a way of 
following Christ’s example of doing 
good on the Sabbath.

“To me, ‘Extending the Healing 
Ministry of Christ’ is about helping 
others and showing them, in some 
way, Christ’s character. He was all 
about putting others first, loving each 
other, and helping those in need, 
whether financial or physical. Many 
people suffer from illnesses that 
require constant blood transfusions, 
or they go through surgery and don’t 
have enough of their own blood 
stored for a transfusion and require 
a donation. If no one donated, these 
people wouldn’t survive,” Chang 
said. “When you think about it like 
that, I think this is a great example 
of ‘Extending the Healing Ministry of 
Christ.’”

With each unit of blood benefit-
ting up to three people, thousands 
each year are blessed by the sacri-
ficial giving of donors. Mindy is just 
one of them. 

To find out how you can be a part 
of giving, visit www.oneblood.org.  

BY RAINEY TURLINGTON AND NANCY GAY

Adventist Health System Feature
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BY RON QUICK

Suite 221 on the second floor 
at 5337 Albemarle Road, Charlotte, 
North Carolina, will never be the 
same. What was once a bartending 
school is now being transformed 
into a church. Just beneath suite 
221 on the first floor, things re-
ally start “hopping” at night. That 
space is home to a night club. But, 
in spite of these unique circum-

stances, this is the ideal location 
for the new Myanmar International 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
Why? Because the building happens 
to be right next door to the apart-
ment complex that is home to many 
Adventist Myanmar refugees. 

The plight of Adventist Myan-
mar refugees in Charlotte first came 
to the attention of Mike Alvarez, 

a member of the Sharon Church 
in Charlotte, when one of the 
refugees showed up for Sabbath 
worship during the winter wearing 
flip flops. Alvarez investigated and 
discovered there was a need for a 
ministry to the refugee population. 
He shared the idea with the mem-
bers at the University City Church 
who were preparing to launch the 

Suite 221 is the former bartending school purchased for the Myanmar International Church in Charlotte, North Carolina.

Bartending School Transformed ... 
Now Church for Myanmar Refugees 

Carolina Feature
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Fort Mill Church plant. They im-
mediately responded, and began 
laying plans for a second church 
plant. The Fort Mill Church plant 
planted a church before they them-
selves had even been planted! 

The United States grants hu-
manitarian protection, on a limited 
basis, to refugees from several 
countries. One such group is the 
Karen refugees from Burma, now 
called Myanmar. Because of attacks 
on their villages, many of the Bur-
mese fled to refugee camps in Thai-
land. There are roughly nine main 
refugee camps on the border inside 
Thailand. Seventh-day Adventists 
are permitted to run schools in 
these camps. It is the refugees 
who grew up in the Adventist-run 
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schools who have ended up in 
Charlotte. 

It just so happened that Richard 
Hambley and his family recently 
moved back to Charlotte and was 
looking for a church home. They 
heard about the upcoming Fort Mill 
launch and considered joining that 
group, but when they heard about 
the needs with the Burmese, they 
jumped right in. 

Since most of the Myanmar ref-
ugees live in an apartment complex 
off Albemarle Road, they began 
with having the worship service in 
one of those apartments. Since the 
apartment is only temporary, it was 
necessary to find the right loca-
tion for a church. After Hambley, 
now the leader of the church plant, 
explained to the proprietor of the 
building next door what the space 
would be used for, they were able 

to acquire the conveniently-located 
former bartending school for half 
the going rate. 

Ryan Ashlock, University City 
pastor, reports, 
“There’s a huge 
population of Bur-
mese refugees living 
in Charlotte, and 
more are coming 
to the area. So the 
potential for growth 
and outreach is 
huge.” He also 
states, “Not only 
will it be a church, 
but it will also be a 
community center. 
There will be a Care-Closet plus 
opportunity for job training.” 

“Most of the refugees have not 
even driven an automobile,” Ham-
bley explains, “Presently, we’re giv-

ing them driving lessons.” 
Additional plans for this 

new University City Church 
plant include English 
classes, how to ride a bus, 
filling out medical forms for 
children, and many other 
basic parts of living in a 
new country. 

“When the United Na-
tions brings them over,” 
Hambley explains, “they 
have eight months. After 
that they’ve got to fend for 
themselves.” 

The Myanmar Church 
plant is the fourth plant for 
the active University City 
Church. Other church plants 
for the church are in Hunt-
ersville, North Carolina, and 
Fort Mill, South Carolina, as 

well as a Swahili church plant. 
Ashlock proudly reports, “A 

space that was once used to train 

bartenders to serve alcohol will 
now be used for a church to train 
people to share the message of 
Jesus Christ.”  

Sponsoring Charlotte Church members and Myanmar refugee leaders brainstorm possible refur-
bishing ideas for the new Myanmar Church.

An apartment has been the first location of the Myanmar plant.

The congregations of refugee and American families worship together in their new location.
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BY JASON SHIVES AND REBECCA GRICE

Taken from the top of the ruins of the West Wisayan Adventist Conference building. You could still smell the death and decay as bodies were found.

Cyril (left), village captain; another village leader; Jason Shives’ 
mother, Nephlen Shives; Jason Shives, M.D.; and a  happy little 
child who was treated at the outdoor clinic.

Jason Shives, a medical doctor in 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, and a member 
of Bass Memorial Church, is also the 
medical director of ACTS World Relief. 
A few days after Typhoon Haiyan hit 
the Philippines, Shives responded to a 
call to lead a disaster response team to 
the Philippines. This is his story.

“Dr. Shives, I need to show you 
something,” said Cyril, village captain. 
He led me to his villagers who were 
suffering from wounds received during 
the typhoon. Cyril was my interpreter 
and my assistant in caring for those 
who had received no medical care. 
However, the last house we went 
to was different. As we walked into 
the wall-less, roof-less home, Cyril 
introduced me to some of his family, 
“Dr. Shives, this is my sister and her 
husband.” Then Cyril looked behind 
me and said, “And that is my niece.” I 
turned and saw a small black body bag 
with a name written on cardboard lay-
ing on it. “They finally found her after 
nearly two weeks of excavating,” Cyril 
explained. I was not brought to heal 
any physical wounds this time, but to 
provide emotional support to wounds 
that only God and time could heal.

Although travel to Tacloban City 
took four days, it was worth it to be 
able to help in a country that had suf-
fered a direct hit from the strongest 
typhoon on record. I was leading an 
advance team of 10 doctors, nurses, 
and search and rescue teams. 

Arriving in Ta-
cloban was surreal, 
like driving through 
the aftermath of a 
nuclear detonation. 
I could smell the 
decay of rotting 
flesh, even 10 days 
out. Local govern-
ment reports led us 
to believe most of 
the missing were 
yet to be extracted 
from the rubble. As 
I met with people 
and listened to 
stories of dead 
spouses, missing 
children, destroyed 
homes, and people 
who lost all three, 
a sense of awe, shock, and sympathy 
for the suffering survivors flooded my 
mind. 

The chief medical officer of Taclo-
ban City, Dr. Arnes, led our team and 
doctors from Loma Linda and Harvard 
to several villages. One of these un-
reached areas was next to the largest 
Adventist church. This is where we set 
up a clinic for displaced church mem-
bers and the Leyte Mission Conference 
workers. 

I could tell that Cyril was holding 
back emotional pain when he re-
counted the night of the hurricane. He 
explained that helping the team gave 

him hope that things would get better. 
Cyril stayed with us for the entire trip. 
He provided much-needed security 
and transportation.

It was hard to leave the Philip-
pines. The survivors had nowhere 
to escape. They will be struggling 
to recover for a very long time. For 
most, there was no chance for clean 
water or electricity for at least a year. 
The people of Tacloban NEED your 
help. If you would like to go, donate, 
or assist in this ongoing disaster relief, 
go to www.actswr.org. Thank you 
and please pray for our brothers and 
sisters in the Philippines.  

Gulf States Feature
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A change of venue allowed 
this year’s marriage retreat to ac-
commodate more couples. Ap-
proximately 100 couples made their 
getaway to the Smoky Mountains 
this past October, some from as far 
away as St. Mary’s, Georgia, which 
was a long drive for LeShel Taylor, 
and her husband, Eric. “We came 
eight hours because our marriages 
are so important, and our marriages 
are what help keep the Church go-
ing. When we see good marriages 
in the Church, good marriages help 
support a good church. We work 
together as a couple in the Church, 
and we help support good mar-
riages in the Church, and those help us 
uplift the Church” says Taylor.

This year, the speakers were Rick 
and Cindy Mercer, a pastor and surgi-
cal nurse respectively. They recounted 
the dark times in their marriage and 
how through prayer and the power 
of the Holy Spirit, their marriage was 
restored to something greater than they 
ever had before. As Rick struggled with 
drug and alcohol addictions, some-
times not returning home at night, 
Cindy prayed God would give her a 
new spouse. She asks the audience: 
“Are you willing to give all for your 
spouse? Are you willing to completely 
bury it today and put it in the past, and 
make a commitment to start praying 
together, studying together, and glori-
fying God together in your marriage?” 

There was a good deal of time 
set aside for couples to spend alone, 
so they could pray, relax, and recon-
nect with each other without the 
distractions of being at home. Paco 
Rodriguez, of the Alpharetta Church, 
looks at it this way: “I consider this 
an oil change where you get time to 
relax with your wife and enjoy that 
time together. What’s being presented 
is going to build us up spiritually, and 

it’s like a tune-up that the car needs to 
keep going.”

After a candlelit dinner to close 
the Sabbath, couples headed to their 
rooms to donne their costumes in 
preparation for a contest to win a free 
ticket to next year’s marriage retreat. 
People arrived dressed as pairs, such 
as peanut butter and jelly, salt and 
pepper, doctor and nurse. The winner, 
as determined by popular vote, was 
“Bonnie and Clyde,” a couple hand-
somely dressed as if they had stepped 
right out of the 1920s.

The evening activities continued 
with a rousing game of “Let’s Make a 
Deal” put together by the Family Min-
istries Department. Contestants had to 
choose between known and unknown 
prizes, and could win any number of 
things between “stress tabs” (bubble 
wrap), to a “washer and dryer” (a 
sponge and a dish towel), or an actual 
riverboat cruise. 

Alfred “Mac” McKiver from the Au-
gusta, Georgia, First Church, had such 
a good time, he keeps coming back 
and expressed his wishes for future 
marriage retreats. “This is our third trip, 
we just enjoyed it so much that we 
wanted to keep coming back. We’re 
looking forward to a possible marriage 

retreat cruise they keep talk-
ing about, we hope they come 
through with that,” said McKiver.

“It is very encouraging to see 
couples of all ages and stages 
of their married life come away 
for a marriage retreat weekend. 
They have a desire to keep their 
relationship alive and their love 
for each other to deepen. Their 
commitment to one another is 
beautiful!” said Jo Dubs, Georgia-
Cumberland Conference wom-
en’s/family life ministries director. 

Rick Mercer closed the week-
end by saying, “I believe that God 
wants our marriages to be mar-

riages full of love, full of joy, and full 
of peace, that they would be a beacon 
of light to their own families, to be a 
beacon of light to the communities 
around them, that God would receive 
the honor and glory he deserves. 
That’s what it means to have a family 
that says ‘We belong to God,’ it brings 
Him glory.”  

God Wants Marriages 
Full of  Love, Joy, Peace 

BY BRIAN YOUNG

Winners of the costume contest received 
a free pass to the next marriage retreat 
weekend.

Rick and Cindy Mercer were the presenters for the 
“Married Lovers: Mountain Getaway” Retreat Week-
end held in Gatlinburg, Tennessee. The Mercers 
shared the realities and challenges they had faced 
as a married couple.

Georgia-Cumberland Feature
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Ninety-nine years is a long life-
time — and all of it has been lived 
in Gordon County. Jerline was born 
to Jesse Washington Mann and Ida 
Shepherd Mann on October 11, 1914. 
As the seventh of 12 children, her life 
provided constant interest.

Reared on a farm, working in the 
fields, she learned good work ethics 
and a labor-intensive life. She started 
teaching other students before she 
completed seventh grade, and as an 

adult, “a committee of three came to 
me requesting that I restart a school 
for Black children in Sonoraville that 
closed down 50 years previously.” 
She did — with no degree. She often 
performed nursing duties such as 
helping deliver babies and caring 
for the sick. She still gets tears in 
her eyes when speaking of a baby 
sister and a brother who had typhoid 
fever. 

“I also operated on cats and 
chickens,” she said, chuckling. 

Again, no degree for her nurs-
ing smarts. Over the years, she even 
worked as a truck driver.

Through it all, she sang songs 
like “Amazing Grace” and other 
“back yonder” songs, she said. 

“We sang in the field while 
chopping cotton.” 

Singing runs in her family. She 
still sings around the house and re-
cently sang at church for a women’s 
ministries program. She notes kin as 
outstanding singers.

“A cousin of my Papa, Roland 
Hayes, was well-known, the world’s 
highest paid tenor in the 1920s. And, 
Papa’s brother was a good baritone.”

As a young woman of 20, she 
met Horace Porch, 22. 

“I didn’t invite him to come visit, 
but he kept coming,” she said. 

His insistence paid off, and a year 
later they married, becoming parents 
to four children, with two sons still sur-
viving. Again, tears fill her eyes when-
ever speaking of her late husband and 
the loss of their two children. 

“He could build anything from 

the ground up,” she said of Horace. 
She lost him “after 48 years, two 
months, and three days.” 

Regardless of her many years, 
her progeny is small: one grand-
daughter, one grandson. No greats or 
great-greats.

Jerline still keeps a garden, but 
it’s bucket gardening these days, as 
she grows tomatoes, cucumbers, 
beans, and cantaloupes for starters. 
And, her favorite crop: herbs. Her 
doctor once told her, “I don’t know 
what you’re doing, but whatever it 
is, keep doing it.” She maintains that 
God and the herbs get the credit. 

Jerline keeps herself busy with 
various hobbies. She enjoys growing 
flowers — roses being her favorite 
— and is known around Calhoun 
for wearing pretty chapeaus, most of 
which she creates herself.

“I’ve always liked hats since I 
was a little girl,” she said.

Though several of her close rela-
tives have lived well into their nine-
ties, Jerline said she never thought 
she’d live to be 99. She notes that 
her heritage is Cherokee and Black 
on her father’s side, and Cherokee 
and White on her mother’s side. 

When asked what she’d say to 
God about allowing her to have such 
a long life, she brightens and replies, 
“I’d thank Him and ask Him if I’ve 
done what He wanted me to do — 
and ask Him to forgive me for my 
sins.”  

Georgia-Cumberland Feature

Jerline Porch Celebrates 
99 YEARS

Jerline Porch, a member of the Calhoun, 
Georgia, Church, celebrated her 99th 
birthday with her church family on 
October 6, 2013. A sweet woman with a 
quick smile, Porch is a lifelong resident 
of Calhoun. She loves roses and wearing 
pretty hats.

BY BETTY KOSSICK
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A full house joined with Church-
pond.com in celebrating “Evangelism 
Through Technology,” on May 4, 2013.

The one-hour program included 
video and live presentations describing 
the history of Churchpond, its current 
ministry, and Churchpond’s plans for 
the future. 

The distinguished list of program 
participants included Fredrick Russell, 
senior pastor at Berean Church, At-
lanta, Georgia; 11Alive anchors Brenda 
Wood and Karyn Greer; and 11Alive 
education reporter Donna Lowry, who 
offered pre-recorded words of greet-
ing. 

One of the program highlights was 
Churchpond’s new outreach ministry, 
focused on incarcerated women at 
the Lee Arrendale State Prison, Alto, 
Georgia. The prison chaplain, Kimmie 
McNeese, was a special guest that eve-
ning, and traveled to Atlanta to attend 

in person. Churchpond presented Mc-
Neese with a Roku player, preloaded 
with Adventist content which she will 
provide to the women under her care. 

The program culminated with key-
note speaker Carlton P. Byrd, D.Min., 
speaker/director of Breath of Life 
Ministries and senior pastor of Oak-
wood University Church, Huntsville, 
Alabama. His message was about the 
power of Churchpond’s ministry, its 
impact on people’s lives, how Church-
pond has played a role in expanding 
the reach of evangelistic campaigns, 
and he gave several examples of peo-
ple who have been baptized because 
of programs they have experienced 
through Churchpond.

The program was followed by a 
reception for Churchpond supporters, 
guests, and honorees. 

Many Southern Tidings readers 
are already familiar with Churchpond.

com, a ministry that provides live and 
archived Adventist programming to 
anyone with Internet access. Although, 
in an age of smartphones and instant 
access to social media and information 
wherever we are, Churchpond seems 
almost obvious. 

But, even two years ago, it would 
be unthinkable to have Internet ac-
cess to more than 200 church services 
worldwide, in multiple languages — 
live and archived sermons and other 
church programs — and the largest 
collection of Adventist television pro-
gramming to ever exist in one place, 
including Breath of Life, 3ABN, the 
Hope Channel, It Is Written, and many 
more. 

All of this started just over 10 years 
ago, with a simple server and a PC 
(personal computer) in the balcony of 
Berean Church.  

Kimmie McNeese, Lee Arrendale State 
Prison chaplain

Keynote speaker Carlton P. Byrd, D.Min., 
delivers the evening message.

Urick and Dacia LaDonis, founders of 
Churchpond

A Celebration 
of Evangelism

BY URICK LADONIS

South Atlantic Feature
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Damien Chandler, associate pastor at 
Madison Mission in Huntsville, Alabama

My mantra: “Be where God 
wants you to be, and then when you 
get there, do what He wants you to 
do, and say what He wants you to 
say.” And, on this day the truth of 
that statement was like a flashing 
message on a billboard. 

I was where God wanted me to 
be. I was at my daughter’s kindergar-
ten graduation. But I had this over-
whelming itch that there was some-
thing He wanted me to do. The room 
was filled with 300 people, most of 
whom knew nothing about Advent-
ism, and many who knew little about 
Christ. I had to tell someone about 
Jesus. And so I turned and started to 
talk to the innocent bystander next 
to me, and before he or I knew it, 
I was spewing all this Jesus stuff all 
over him. 

I never forgot that moment. The 
moment I was salt. And I felt content 
that I had done what I was sup-
posed to do. Months later I received 
a call from the same gentleman. He 
seemed to not forget that moment 
either. He happened to be the coach 
of the professional hockey team in 
town — the Huntsville Havoc. He 
told me that the team was looking 
for its first chaplain, and he wanted 
me to meet the owner of the team. 

We met for lunch, but cordial 
conversation quickly changed when 
the owner said, “I am a Christian, 
and I am not quite sure that I feel 
comfortable making an Adventist 
the chaplain of my team. So I have 

some questions I need answered.” 
This was another moment when I 
was sure that I was where I was sup-
posed to be. Now I needed God to 
help me say what I was supposed to 
say. 

He asked if we believe in the 
Bible. “Your real question is what 
is the role of Ellen White. You read 
Christian authors right? And you 
think they are pretty good? Well 
there is this lady called Ellen White, 
and I think she is pretty good too. 
And, like all other authors, if what 
she says does not line up with the 
Bible, I am free to toss it out.” He 
proceeded to ask me about my diet. 
“You have players that play for you. 
You expect them to keep their bod-
ies in shape. Well, I have a King who 
expects the same, and if they can 
do that for you, why should I not 
do it for my God.” His last question 
was about the Sabbath. “You expect 
your players to be at your practice 
on time, correct? Well I serve a King 
whose practice times are from sunset 

Friday until sunset Sabbath, and He 
expects me to be there.” 

At the end of the meeting, I had 
no expectation of being the chaplain 
of the Huntsville Havoc, but I did 
know I had said what God wanted 
me to say. 

A year later the owner of the 
team joined my Facebook page. For 
six months he read every post and 
looked at every picture. He laughed 
at the videos of my children singing 
for family worship, and responded 
to my request for prayer. This man, 
who passionately loves God, finally 
came to the conclusion that I pas-
sionately love Him, too, and that 
there was no way that I was a part of 
a cult. 

And so on October 16, in the 
locker room of the Von Braun Civic 
Center, a black Adventist pastor 
was introduced as the chaplain in 
a predominantly white sport. It has 
been an amazing, and honestly, an 
unexpected experience-filled miracle. 
God is breaking through what is 
unfamiliar and bringing together a 
small group of men for chapel time 
on Thursdays. But, more than that, 
God has made me a part of the team 
and a part of their lives. 

I am where God wants me to be, 
I am doing what He called me to do, 
and saying what He wants me to say. 
Never thought about ministry in this 
way, but now the arena is my sanctu-
ary; the team is my church. And I, 
friends…am going ice fishing.  

BY DAMIEN CHANDLER

South Central Feature
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Adventist Health System

Gordon Hospital Ranked No. 1 Small Hospital by 
Georgia Trend Magazine

Florida Hospital Organ Donor Featured 
in Rose Parade

Gordon Hospital 
was recently ranked 
the top small hospital 
in the state by Georgia 
Trend magazine. The 
annual rankings were 
released in the Decem-
ber 2013 edition of the 
state-wide business 
magazine.

“Gordon Hospital 
is pleased to be recog-
nized by Georgia Trend 
as its top small hospi-
tal,” said Pete Weber, 
president and CEO of 
Gordon Hospital. “Our 
physicians and our 
staff do an excellent job of 
caring for our patients in 
all aspects of their care. Ev-
eryone on our team works 
tirelessly to ensure that 

patients receive a top-notch 
healthcare experience each 
time they use our hospital.”

Georgia Trend’s 2013 
hospital rankings divide 
138 of the state’s hospitals 

into five separate catego-
ries: teaching hospitals, 
large hospitals (more than 
400 beds), medium-sized 
hospitals (151-399 beds), 
small hospitals (fewer than 

150 beds), and critical 
access hospitals (rural 
community hospitals).

To determine the 
rankings, magazine 
officials chose to group 
hospitals of similar size 
and mission together, 
and compare them with 
their peer institutions. 
All information used to 
compile the rankings 
relies on publicly avail-
able information on 
quality of care, patient 
satisfaction, mortal-
ity and readmission 
statistics, and data on 

hospital-acquired infections 
and conditions. 

—BY KIMBERLY BRAZELL

A floragraph made en-
tirely out of seeds arrived 
at Florida Hospital Flagler 
on December 17, 2013, 
for its finish-
ing touches 
before head-
ing to Pasa-
dena, Calif., 
for a ride in 
the 2014 Rose 
Parade. The 
portrait was of 
Jonathan Peter, 
a Palm Coast 
resident who 
passed away in 
January 2013. 

After los-
ing his fight 
with lung 

cancer, Peter’s wife, Lyn, 
fulfilled his wish to become 
an organ donor; one of his 
corneas was transplanted 

into a 53-year-old male 
recipient. Upon hearing the 
Peter family’s story, Jona-
than Peter was selected as 

one of 81 organ 
donors who were 
honored with 
floragraphs on the 
Donate Life Rose 
Parade Float last 
month. 

Lyn Peter 
completed the 
portrait at Florida 
Hospital Flagler, 
carefully arrang-
ing the seeds 
that formed his 
eyebrows. 

“Everything 
he did, he did 

with his whole heart,” she 
said. “It was the biggest! He 
was so real and honest, so 
patient and kind. He was 
generous with his fam-
ily and friends, and was a 
caring and loving son. He 
was the best, most won-
derful husband, and my 
best friend. He was a good 
man, and he is greatly 
missed. To his recipient, 
may I urge they live each 
day to the fullest and try 
always to be kind.” 

—BY LINDSAY REW
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Southern Adventist University

Record Number Graduate During 
Winter Commencement

Student Group Working to Convert Used 
Vegetable Oil into Fuel

More than 300 students 
received their diplomas from 
Southern Adventist Universi-
ty during winter commence-
ment in Iles P.E. Center on 
December 18, 2013. The 200 
undergraduate students and 
113 graduate students com-
bined to set a record total 
for this mid-year ceremony. 

James L. Catanzaro, 
Ph.D., president of Chatta-
nooga State Community Col-
lege, provided the keynote 
address before a standing-
room only crowd, and De-
cember graduate Eric Louw 
supplied the class response. 
Several other graduating 
students participated as well, 
delivering the invocation, 
welcome, special music, 
and benediction. Robert 
Gadd, Ph.D., professor in 
the School of Business and 

chair of the University Sen-
ate, served as grand marshal. 
John S. Nixon Sr., D.Min., 
professor in the School of 
Religion, and Kendra Stan-
ton-Lee, assistant professor 
in the School of Journalism 
and Communication, were 
senior class sponsors. 

This was the fourth con-
secutive year winter gradu-
ation has set all-time highs 
for participation. The large 
number of graduates is due, 
in part, to the University’s 
increasing diversity of mas-
ter’s level degrees and their 
course scheduling flexibility. 
Many graduate programs — 
especially those in nursing, 
social work, business, and 
education — require some 
form of practicum or sum-
mer work, and the winter 
ceremony allows those stu-

dents to march in December 
rather than waiting until the 
following May. 

Southern currently en-
rolls more than 430 students 
in 17 graduate level pro-
grams, including the Univer-
sity’s first doctoral degree, 

and a new global communi-
ty development curriculum. 
For more information, visit 
www.southern.edu/gradu-
atestudies. 

—BY ELIZABETH CAMPS

Turning garbage into 
something useful is an accu-
rate metaphor for the goal 
of a Christian’s life. But, stu-
dents at Southern are work-
ing on a project that takes 
this process more literally, 
converting used cooking oil 
into biodiesel for campus 
vehicles and equipment. 

This ambitious and en-
vironmentally-friendly idea 
is the brainchild of South-
ern’s Enactus team. Former-
ly called SIFE (Students in 
Free Enterprise), Enactus is 
an international community 
of student, academic, and 
business leaders that frames 

all of its work in the context 
of three guiding principles: 
people, planet, and profit. 
The biodiesel idea hits all 
markers. 

The Food Services De-
partment pays a company 
to haul away used cooking 
oil each month. Enactus 
plans to collect the waste 
for free, and turn it into fuel 
using a relatively simple 
process. 

After that, the group 
plans to sell it to the Uni-
versity for use in campus 
generators, tractors, and 
other vehicles. If all goes 
well, start-up costs for this 

project, primarily from the 
processing equipment, will 
be paid for by biodiesel 
profit within two years. 

Enactus has a solid plan 
and strong support from 
local experts, including 
David Gutashaw, the energy 
specialist at Volkswagen’s 
Chattanooga plant. But, 
without an on-campus loca-
tion to house the conver-
sion equipment, it’s difficult 
to move forward. Rick 
Griggs, sophomore chemis-
try major serving as project 
leader for this effort, is not 
deterred. “This project is still 
in its conceptual phase, but 

so many doors have been 
opened that I really believe 
this is going to happen,” 
Griggs said. “I feel like this 
project is being blessed!” 

The student group 
plans to pass those bless-
ings along to others. One 
by-product of biodiesel 
creation is glycerin, a key 
ingredient in soap. Enactus 
will donate the glycerin to 
a local nonprofit and train 
them to make designer 
soaps they can then sell to 
support their own minis-
tries. 

—BY LUCAS PATTERSON

Katlyn Goodwin, foreground, is all smiles after graduating with 
her bachelor’s degree in liberal arts education.
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Carolina News

Beaufort Church Has a New Home

Members, leaders, 
friends, and family were 
on hand to cut the ribbon 
to officially open the new 
Beaufort Church in South 
Carolina’s Lowcountry on 
Sabbath, December 14, 
2013. Immediately follow-
ing the ribbon-cutting, 
members and guests toured 
the former shopping cen-
ter that is now their new 

church home. 
Not even the 
hard down-
pour could 
stop the long-
anticipated 
festivities. 

That 
evening, the 
members cel-
ebrated the 
opening of 

the church by inviting the 
community to a Christmas 
concert with recording 
artists Steve Darmody, Jen-
nifer LaMountain, Angela 
Bryant-Brown, and Brazil-
ian artist Rudy. To accom-
modate the large crowd, 
the event was held in the 
Beaufort Center for the 
Performing Arts. 

Participating in the 
ribbon-cutting from the 
left are Angel Irizarry, 
head deacon; Rick Russell, 
Conference treasurer; Leslie 
Louis, Conference presi-
dent; Chad Grundy, Con-
ference undertreasurer, and 
two of his children; Jason 
Belyeu, Beaufort Church 
pastor; Ruby Murrell, one 
of the original founders 
of Beaufort Church; Sadie 
Jenkins, long-time member; 
and Isaiah Small, elder.

—BY RON QUICK

Arden Members Hold Annual Prison Ministries Day
The annual Prison 

Ministries Emphasis Day at 
Arden, N.C., Church was 
held October 26, 2013, 
with David Long, Southern 
Union prison ministries 
director, as the featured 
speaker. Long has a passion 
for sharing God with those 
behind bars. This was evi-
dent as he ministered to the 
men from the local Craggy 
Unit who came for a Friday 
evening service.

Angela, on pass from 
the Swannannoa Correction-
al Unit, joined the family 
of God through baptism. 

An Arden Church 
volunteer, April, 
ministered at the 
jail several years 
ago. 

Several former 
inmates attended 
the service. During 
afternoon testimo-
nies, one former 
inmate shared 
his story of get-
ting caught up in 
Internet porn and 
being arrested. He 
connected with 
the Lord in prison, 
and now praises 

God for his new life. 
In the Asheville, N.C., 

area there are 10 sponsors 
who can take inmates out 
on passes to attend church. 
They have a monthly Sun-
day morning chapel service 
in the women’s unit, and 
also visit several other units 
weekly. The need is great: 
holding services, visiting, 
letter-writing, sending Bible 
lessons, and more. Contact 
a prison volunteer in your 
area to learn how you can 
get involved.

—BY JIM WETMORE
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Carolina News

Harrises Have a Love that Spans Seven Decades
In a day 

and age when 
couples reach-
ing their 50th 
anniversary 
is considered 
rare, the 
chance to rec-
ognize a 70th 
is truly a time 
for celebration. 
On December 
8, 2013, Dick 
and Liz Harris 
of Hender-
sonville, N.C., 
celebrated just 
that — their 
70th wedding anniversary!

They met while attend-
ing Washington Mission-

ary College during 
the end of the 
Depression and 
the height of the 
Second World War. 
Dick was study-
ing for the ministry 
while Liz studied 
and taught music. 
They were married 
on December 22, 
1943, when Dick 
was only 19 and Liz 
was 20.

Dick went on 
to pastor churches 
in Virginia and 
Michigan with Liz 

by his side. Each day they 

set aside time to share 
morning and evening 
devotionals to keep God 
in the midst of their mar-
riage. 

Their commitment 
to God and their love for 
each other is unmistak-
able.

When asked what 
kept them happily mar-
ried for seven decades, 
Dick didn’t have to think 
long. “Both of us love the 
Lord,” he explained. “The 
more you both love God, 
the closer you tend to 
stay together.”

—BY ANDREWS KERBS

Dick and Liz Harris

Little Creek Adventist Fellowship: Little No Longer
In a mere seven years, 

the handful of Raleigh 
Church members who 
believed there should be 
a church plant in Johnston 
County have realized their 
vision. The Little Creek 
Adventist Fellowship in the 
Clayton and Smithfield area 
of North Carolina officially 
gained church status on 
December 7, 2013. Gary 
Moyer, Carolina Conference 
executive secretary, was on 
hand to deliver the Sabbath 
message, and to organize 
the signing of the official 
document the members 
took part in. 

The very first service 
of the Little Creek Adven-
tist Fellowship took place 
at the Elizabeth United 
Methodist Church in Sep-
tember 2006. The group 
met at that location for the 
next few years. Then in 

2009, members elected to 
begin a multi-phase church 
building project. The initial 
phase would be built on 
land donated by church 
member John Massey.

In 2011, they broke 
ground for phase one of 
the building project. The 
church members volun-
teered their time and labor 
to raise the building, and 

after a little over a year, 
the multi-purpose fellow-
ship hall was completed 
and dedicated. Presently, 
architectural design for the 
second phase of the build-
ing project is underway. 

When Lee Griffen, 

elder, shared the history of 
the church, he was quick 
to mention that Little Creek 
Adventist Fellowship is a 
praying church, and “unless 
the Lord builds the House 
they labor in vain.” He also 
went on to explain that, 
“when a visitor visits the 
second time they would 
officially be called a ‘Little-
Creeker.’” 

Dan Jarrard peviously 
pastored the group. Since 
he has returned to full-
time revival ministries, 
Little Creek is in the very 
capable hands of the dedi-
cated lay members. Richard 
Peterson, pastor of Raleigh, 
N.C., Church, coaches this 
new church plant. 

—BY RON QUICK

CORRECTION: 
The title Hendersonville Church Holds “Mad About Marriage” Seminar in the January 2014 
Southern Tidings was incorrectly titled. It should have been Fletcher Church Sponsors “Mad 
About Marriage” Seminar. 
We apologize for the error. 

R
O

N
 Q

U
IC

K

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 4  •  T I D I N G S        19



Florida News

Nativity Scene is Gift to Community
For two 

weekends 
each Decem-
ber, mem-
bers of Co-
lumbia City 
Company in 
Lake City, 
Fla., present 
a live, drive-
through Na-
tivity scene, 
with empha-
sis placed on 
recapturing 
what trans-
pired 2,000 
years ago. 
The special 
effects, lighting, and Middle 
Eastern costumes worn 
by each participant add 

a sense of realism to the 
event. Live animals are an 
added attraction to enhance 

the program.
Members are 

trained to re-enact the 
scenes of the Nativity 
story, from shepherds 
tending their flocks in 
the fields at night to 
Mary and Joseph with 
the Holy Child in the 
Bethlehem manger. 
Visitors are then re-
minded of the immi-
nent return of Christ as 
they exit the Nativity 
scene.

Each guest is 
given a gift bag con-
taining two pieces of 
religious literature, a 

letter from the pastor with 
a standing invitation to visit 
the church, and a small, 

inexpensive practical gift.
The event, advertised 

as Visiting the Holy Land 
Without Leaving the Home-
land, creates a feeling of 
adventure and excitement. 
Families are encouraged to 
come with their children. 
Enthralled by what they 
see, hear, and feel, families 
often drive through several 
times.

Columbia City Compa-
ny is still a fledgling group 
with a small membership; 
however, when the call 
is made each year for the 
congregation to embark on 
the Nativity scene evange-
listic venture, the response 
is overwhelmingly positive.

—BY GEORGE WORRELL

Junior Thomas (right), playing the part of the inn-
keeper, informs Joseph, portrayed by Anthony Wal-
cott, there are no more rooms. See more photos at 
columbiacitysda.com/gallery.php.

Lay Advisory Committee Supports Conference
The Florida Confer-

ence Lay Advisory Com-
mittee’s quarterly forums 
are held to discuss ways 
for churches to reach 
evangelism goals, foster 
church growth, consider 
recommendations from the 
laity, and strengthen the 
relationship between laity, 
pastors, and the Confer-
ence. The committee is 
composed of a chairper-
son, secretary, and two 
representatives from each 
of the seven regions of the 
Conference.

In the 30-plus years 
since its inception, the Lay 
Advisory Committee has 
brought numerous poli-
cies and programs to the 
Florida Conference Execu-
tive Committee’s attention. 
Adopted suggestions have 
included the following:

•	 Pre-session meetings in 
each region in ad-
vance of Constituency 
meetings.

•	 Promotion of training 
and utilization of lay 
pastoral associates in 
churches.

•	 Regular evaluation of 
all Conference em-
ployees.

•	 Recommendation that 
a higher representa-
tion of lay persons 
serve on the Executive 
Committee.

The Lay Advisory’s 
function is to keep church-
es informed of various 
Conference programs and 
projects, while soliciting 
the help of congregations 
as needed.

“If we are to continue 
to keep our unity, just as 

the disciples did in the 
early church, we must 
continue to listen to ideas, 
concepts, and troubles 

which our 
brothers 
and sisters 
share; pray 
that God 
directs us 
in provid-
ing help 
with those 
situations 
which we 
can ad-
dress; and 
pray for 
God to 
intervene 
and help in 
those situa-
tions which 
we can do 
nothing but 
ask for His 

help,” says Eric Cantillo, 
state Lay Advisory Commit-
tee chairperson.

—BY ERIC CANTILLO

Florida Conference’s Lay Advisory Committee 
members include Joe Grasso (top row from left), 
Eugene Torres, and Santiago Cuellar; Thompson 
Paris (middle row), Pat Holness, Jimmy Mitchell, 
and Michael Sutherland; and Adriel Bermudez 
(bottom row), Eric Cantillo, and Josie Oates.
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Florida News

On a December Sun-
day, Solid Rock Church, 
Orlando, Fla. (formerly 
Pine Hills Church), held a 
Christmas party for their 
children and community 
friends.

Sponsored by the Chil-
dren’s Ministries Depart-
ment, the party’s objective 
was to bring joy into the 
children’s lives as they 
experienced the love Jesus 
has for them. The decorat-
ed fellowship hall reflected 
the season as Romanus 
Leonce shared the story 
of Jesus’ birth interspersed 
with Christmas carols pre-
sented by the children.

Prior to the event, 
members were asked to 
select a child’s name, pur-
chase a gift, and bring the 

gift to the celebration. As 
the children’s names were 
called to a round of ap-
plause, the expressions on 

their faces and shouts of 
joy showed how delighted 
they were to receive a gift.

—BY ADELLE BROWN

North Port Members Give Away Gas Cards
North Port, Fla., Church 

members take their mission 
seriously to reach out in 
the community. This past 
October, the congregation 

hosted its second Gas Card 
Giveaway and presented 
$25 gas cards, along with 
goodie bags and refresh-
ments, to the first 60 people 

who registered.
Recipients were initially 

skeptical, then pleasantly 
surprised to find there 
were no strings attached. 

Many asked, “You mean I 
don’t have to do anything?” 
Members responded, “We, 
as a church, want to show 
God’s love in a more practi-
cal way.”

The Gas Card Give-
away program began after 
John Mills, pastor, chal-
lenged the members to be 
creative in reaching out 
to the community. Carol 
Stephenson was among 
the first who was inspired 
to take on the challenge, 
followed by several other 
members.

Demographic informa-
tion was gathered during 
the second event which will 
help the church members 
express God’s love in a 
more practical way through 
targeted programming and 
missional outreach.

—BY ANN-MARIE JACKSON 
AND GLEACIA 

PHILLIPS-WILSON
In an effort to show God’s love in tangible and practical ways, North Port Church members 
reached out to its community by presenting $25 gas cards to the first 60 people who registered.

Church Shares Blessing of Christmas with Children

Children listened as Solid Rock Church member Romanus Leonce read the story of Jesus’ birth.
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Georgia-Cumberland News

Amarieis Celebrate 50 Years Together
Ioan and Lenza Ama-

riei celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary at 
the Romanian Church 
in Lawrenceville, Ga., 
on November 30, 2013. 
They met in the spring 
of 1962, while attending 
a Seventh-day Adventist 
church in Piatra Neamt, 
Romania, and got mar-
ried November 27, 1963.

Leaving Romania 

behind in the early 1980s, 
they took a long journey 
through Western Europe, 
and in 1986 their dream 
became a reality when they 
reach American land.

After spending a few 
years at Southern Adventist 
University in Chattanooga, 
Tenn., they relocated to 
Georgia. With a few other 
Romanian families, they ini-
tiated and founded the ex-

isting Romanian Church 
in Lawrenceville.

They are both retired 
and happy together. 
They are also active 
members of the Law-
renceville Church.

Ioan and Lenza Amariei

GCA Celebrates Milestone with Dogwood Day
Georgia-Cumberland 

Academy (GCA) opened 
its doors to students in 
the fall of 1965. As we 

look forward to our 50th 
anniversary celebration, 
there will be milestones to 
celebrate along the way. 
One of these early events 
in the establishment of the 
school was recently com-

memorated at GCA.
In 1962, ground was 

broken for the new school. 
Spirits were high, and the 

Conference was united in 
sacrificial giving to make 
possible this new board-
ing academy. In December 
of that year, with a nearly 
completed administration 
building standing, more 

than 250 volunteers came 
to the site of the future 
school from across the 
Conference to plant 200 

dogwood trees, 
beautifying the 
entrance road.

A year later, 
the famous Penny 
Campaign was 
launched, and 
children from 
Georgia and Ten-
nessee collected 
pennies to raise 
money for the mu-
sic building. To-
gether, the young 
people collected 
3.4 million pennies 
and brought them 
to the campus on 
March 15, 1964. It 
was a high day of 
celebration, with 
3,000 guests gath-

ering on campus to hear 
music by the Calhoun High 
School band, listen to the 
governor of Georgia speak, 
and watch the tons of pen-
nies be unloaded into a 
special bin constructed for 

holding the pennies that 
day. 

Recently, the Acad-
emy held a celebration to 
commemorate the Dog-
wood Day planting event, 
with Conference officials, 
alumni, and guests par-
ticipating in the planting 
of a pink dogwood tree on 
campus. A special chapel 
service was held, and Greg 
Gerard, principal, shared a 
brief history lesson on the 
work of the Church in this 
place since 1914, as well 
as the story of how GCA 
came to be. Students, staff, 
and guests then exited 
the chapel to witness the 
planting of a dogwood tree 
between the chapel and 
GCA Church.

God continues to 
pour out His blessing on 
this school, and hearts 
are filled with gratitude as 
they reflect on the history 
of Georgia-Cumberland 
Academy. 

—BY NANCY GERARD

GCA student representative Caleb McKinney and the Conference president, 
Ed Wright, lower the Dogwood tree into the ground for planting on the 
campus. This tree commemorates the December 16, 1962, Dogwood Day 
Planting where 250 volunteers came to GCA to plant 200 dogwood trees.
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Georgia-Cumberland News

Greenhaven Mission Group Holds Bridge Banquet
For the past four years, 

Greenhaven Mission Group 
in Seal, Ala., has been 
eagerly looking forward to 
the first Sunday in Novem-
ber. That’s the annual date 
of Banquet on the Bridge 
(BOB). 

BOB was the brain-
storm of a handful of col-
lege students from several 
area churches in Columbus, 
Ga. The idea sprung from 
Luke 14:12-14, where, 
when you throw a ban-
quet, don’t invite your rich 
friends, but invite the poor 
and needy who cannot do 
the favor in return. Give 
for the joy of giving. Serve 
for the joy of serving. Also, 
it was designed as a unity 
meal where anyone, from 
any faith or no faith, could 
come and sit down and 
enjoy a meal with others.

It has been held on 
a bridge between Colum-
bus and Phenix City, Ala., 
where the bridge is shut 
down for the day for the 
community event. Long ta-
bles loaded with free food 
and rows of tables cross 
the bridge where close to 

1,000 people came to enjoy 
the meal.

Greenhaven, during the 
years, has passed out hats, 
gloves, socks, books, and 
hot drinks. They bring two 
fire pits were people enjoy 
roasting marshmallows for 
s’mores. They also sing 

songs with Doug Shears 
on the guitar, and Thomas 
Mellette on the windpipe. 
Often people stop and 
join in the singing. It is a 
community event where 
people can serve the needy 
and meet a lot of people. 
The group have T-shirts 

made for the 
event with the 
church’s name 
and website. 
The local media 
cover the event, 
and for 2013 
Greenhaven was 
mentioned in 
the newspaper. 
They are already 
looking forward 
to this year, and 
the joy to serve 
others. 

—BY SHERYL 
SHEARS

The Banquet on the Bridge brings the community together to help others in 
Columbus, Ga. Greenhaven Mission Group looks forward to this annual 
event.

Augusta Adventist School Wins Float Award
“Christ: Into all of 

the World,” a parade 
float sponsored by 
the Augusta Seventh-
day Adventist School 
in Augusta, Ga., won 
second place in the 
religious division of 
the Columbia County, 
Georgia, Christmas 
Parade. 

Students, hailing 
from various ances-
tral backgrounds, 
dressed according to 
their culture of origin. 
Countries represented 
included Germany, 
Scotland, West Indies, Can-
ada, England, South Korea, 
France, Romania, Mexico, 
Spain, and Saudi Arabia.

With the float body re-
cently refurbished by Olin 
Metts and Clint Helbley, 
the teachers and students 
eagerly transformed it.

A large 
six-foot-high 
globe sat 
center stage, 
surrounded 
by flags of 
the world and 
happily wav-
ing students. 
This was 
followed at 
the other end 
of the float 
by a stable/
manger scene 
topped by a 
large cross. 
The float was 

pulled by Manny Her-
nandez in his Ford truck, 
which aptly was colored 
green to match the Christ-

mas theme. 
This Christmas parade 

reaches many throughout 
the community as it is also 
broadcast on NBC Channel 
12 – WRDW. One student, 
Elijah Woods, even pre-
sented the on-air broad-
caster with a candy cane. 
Students took turns passing 
out small gifts to many chil-
dren and adults lined on 
the mile-and-a-half route. 

Students and parents 
once again enjoyed this 
joyous yearly tradition, as 
the school participates with 
the community in celebrat-
ing the birth of Christ.

—BY REBEKAH HELBLEY

Students from the Adventist school in Augusta, Ga., 
were excited to represent Jesus and their country of 
origin at the Columbia County Christmas parade 
this past holiday season. They even received a sec-
ond place award.
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Gulf States News

Auburn/Opelika Youth Deliver Hot Meals on a 
Cold Thanksgiving Day

The smiles of Path-
finders, Adventurers, 
and their families from 
the Auburn/Opelika, 
Ala., Church warmed 
the hearts of the resi-
dents of the King Mo-
bile Home Park as the 
youth arrived to serve 
them a hot Thanksgiv-
ing meal. Under the 
leadership of church 
member Cathy Mur-
ray, more than 100 
hot meals had already 
been made. 

The group arrived 
at noon on Thanks-
giving Day, set up a 
canopy with tables, 
and began serving. 
Many gathered to pick 
up their meal, drink, 
and a copy of The Great 
Hope in either English 
or Spanish. Because 
of the cold weather, 
it was difficult for 
some of the elderly 
to come out, so Al 
Murray drove his truck 
around the park with 

two youth who knocked 
on doors and delivered the 
meals.

One of those who 
helped explained, “Jesus 
told Peter, ‘If you love me 
feed my sheep.’ To reach 
the people in our neigh-
borhoods, we must reach 
out to our neighbors and 
feed His sheep.” 

—BY SAUNDRA KROMMINGA

With the help of Al Murray and his truck, 
Pathfinders Ben and Indy delivered a hot 
meal and a copy of The Great Hope to the 
elderly residents.

Pathfinders Win Against Church Elders 
in Bible Bowl Match

When several Path-
finders faced off against 
Pensacola, Fla., University 
Parkway Church elders in 
a Bible Bowl competition 
on December 7, 2013, their 
diligence and ambitious 
spirit was on full display 
as they won the contest by 
answering more questions 
correctly than the elders. 
Many of the questions, 
taken from II Samuel, were 
related to lesser known 
passages, making it a par-
ticularly challenging match. 

This is the first year the 
church’s Pathfinder club, 
Pensacola Gators, has put 
together a team to compete 
in the Bible Bowl, officially 
called the Pathfinder Bible 
Experience (PBE). Erika 
Peterson offered to coach 
interested Pathfinders. 
“The kids have been very 
enthusiastic and eager to 

study and learn,” 
she said. “We are 
looking forward 
to our Conference 
level competition 
in February.” 

The North 
American Division 
coordinates the 
PBE and chooses 
the Bible chap-
ter or chapters 
for study each 
year. This year 
it is II Samuel 
and the Adventist 
Bible Commentary 
“Introduction to I 
and II Samuel.” Pathfinder 
teams are then tested re-
gionally, Conference-wide, 
at a Union level, and fi-
nally, nationally. They must 
score 90 percent at each 
level in order to advance to 
the next level. 

Peterson first became 

aware of the Bible Bowl 
from her cousin, who lives 
in a different conference. 
She explained, “I really 
admire the things her chil-
dren have learned through 
the experience. I wanted 
to give my children and 
the youth in our church 
the opportunity to spend 

dedicated time 
in guided Bible 
study also.”

After the 
regular round 
of competition, 
Albert Abbey, 
elder, partly 
redeemed the 
church elders’ 
standing by win-
ning a lightning 
Bible verse look-
up round against 
Pathfinder 
Justin Shupe. Jeff 
Crain, University 
Parkway Church 

pastor, who participated on 
the losing team, noted that 
the Pathfinders did excel-
lent as a team and really 
knew God’s Word. Crain 
concluded, “All in all, it 
was fun.”

—BY GLENDA HAAS

The church elders and pastor, Jeff Crain (second from 
right), concur on an answer during the Pathfinder 
Bible Bowl.
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Gulf States News

Dothan Teens Learn to Share the Gospel 
with GLOW Tracts 

On Sabbath afternoons, 
Carmen Trawick, teen 
Sabbath School teacher 
of Dothan, Ala., Church 
takes her class of teens into 
nearby neighborhoods to 
pass out water bottles and 
GLOW (Giving Light to Our 
World) tracts. The teens 
never know what the reac-
tions of the people will be 
when they knock on their 
door. One teen explains, 
“Most people thank me for 
the literature, but politely 
decline my offer to pray 
with them.”

However, some reac-
tions are very positive. 
After waiting a long time at 
one house, Ethan Lee and 
Eran Bates thought no one 
was home, so they left the 

water bottle and GLOW 
tract on the porch. As 
they walked away they 
heard a sound and 
turned to see an elderly 
man come to the door. 
He said, “I have had two 
strokes and a heart at-
tack, and I move slow.” 
He was very happy for 
their visit and took the 
tract. The man received 
a blessing, and so did 
Ethan and Eran. 

Teen Noah Lee says, 
“Because of the tracts we 
have been able to pray 
with people about their 
jobs, their health, and the 
health of their families. 
I believe part of being a 
Christian is bringing oth-
ers to Christ. GLOW tracts 

are one way to do that. 
They are helping me to 

learn to spread God’s love.” 
—BY NOAH LEE

Dothan, Ala., youth Sabbath School class learns to witness by shar-
ing GLOW tracts.

Agnes Long Leaves Legacy of Caring 
About Young People

Agnes Long, 91, a 
long-time member of 
Montgomery, Ala., First 
Church, died November 
18, 2013. She left a legacy 
of giving and caring for 
others, especially youth. 
Long and her husband, 
Clarence, who passed away 
two months earlier, were 
remembered for filling their 
home with young people. 
They lived on Clarence’s 
family farm near Burkville, 
Ala., and during their early 
married years they invited 
the teens to come every 
Saturday night for worship 
by lantern light, followed 
by games and food. 

Long taught children’s 
Sabbath School to several 
generations of children. 
In the early ‘60s, she 
directed the Montgomery 
First Pathfinder Club. She 
then decided they needed 

a pre-Pathfinder Club for 
children in grades 1-4. She 
designed a program and 
started what she called a 
pre-Pather Club. It was so 
successful that she was 
contacted by the North 
American Division, and 
they asked for her permis-
sion for them to use her 
pre-Pather program as a 
blueprint to create a new 
program for the younger 
youth of the Church. In 
1972, the Adventurer Club 
officially began. She also 
worked in the community 
as a leader of Brownies 
and Girl Scouts of America.

The Longs’ three chil-

dren are James, born in 
1948; Gerry, born in 1953; 
and Kathy, born in 1958. In 
between those years, they 
cared for more than 20 fos-
ter children and troubled 
children from the church. 
Long did not quit teaching 
her children’s Sabbath class 
until May of 2013, when 
her failing health caused 
her to resign her position. 
She is no longer with the 
children she cared for so 
much, but she  will be 
remembered by them and 
countless others whose 
lives she touched.

—BY REBECCA GRICE
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Kentucky-Tennessee News

Decherd Members Share Simple Baskets, 
Simple Message

As Decherd, Tenn., 
Church’s potluck luncheon 
wrapped up, it was time 
to create and assemble an-
other meal. 
Potatoes, 
green beans, 
gravy mix, 
apples, corn-
bread and 
cookie pack-
ets, oranges, 
and other 
food items 
needed to 
be arranged 
into simple 
baskets for 
the com-
munity. A 
marketing 
postcard 
showing the 
church on 
the front, 
and an 
invitation 
to Sabbath 
services and a Wednesday 
night ladies’ Bible Study 
was conspicuously tucked 
into the front of each pack-
age.

Once the baskets 
were finished with a red 
ribbon tie, it was off into 
the surrounding streets, 

knocking on doors, doing 
introductions, and leaving 
a blessing for the surprised 
neighbors.

“The annual event is a 

reminder that the church 
is in the community for a 
greater purpose than to just 
serve as a meeting place 

for members of the con-
gregation,” explains Nelson 
Mercado, pastor. “One of 
the recipients spent consid-
erable time telling us about 

health problems facing her 
family and asked us to pray 
for them. Another neigh-
bor called the church the 
following week regarding a 
crisis he was facing.”

The baskets are part of 
the church’s strategic plan 
to love the community in 
practical ways throughout 
the year. Church members 
had previously responded 
to a County Health Depart-
ment plea for packages 
of diapers and wipes that 
were donated to needy 
parents.

“One of the strengths 
of a small church is its abil-
ity to respond quickly to 
emerging needs,” explains 
Kathy Prall, elder and com-
munity services coordina-
tor. Decherd members are 
always looking for new op-
portunities to show God’s 
love in a practical way.

—BY JAY PRALL

With a colorful and flavorful array of contents, the baskets await their final gift 
wrapping.

Parsons Church Members Hold First Bible Bowl
Parsons, Tenn., 

Church members 
held their first Bible 
Bowl on Sabbath, 
December 14, 2013. 
Twelve children par-
ticipated in the activ-
ity, covering chapters 
one through seven in 
the book of Matthew. 
The children studied 
diligently, and the 

Bible Bowl was a great 
success. Certificates and 
awards were given. Many 
others attended the event 
to encourage the young 
people. It was a wonderful 
Sabbath afternoon together.

—BY LESLIE CAZA

Bible Bowl participants
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Kentucky-Tennessee News

Pastor Authors Discipleship Master Plan
The Disciple-

ship Master Plan was 
presented to Steve 
Haley, president 
of the Kentucky-
Tennessee Confer-
ence, during the 
Conference Execu-
tive Committee on 
December 10, 2013. 
Melvin Santos, pas-
tor of Nashville First 
Church, authored 
the textbook which 
is a step by step 
guide and strategy 
for creating disciple-
making pastors and 
churches.

Part of the vision 

established by the 
Kentucky-Tennessee 
Evangelism Advisory 
team is to be able to 
train 60 to 70 per-
cent of the pastors 
and churches in the 
Conference within 
the next two to three 
years in discipleship. 
“Jesus’ Great Com-
mission is to go and 
make disciples of 
all nations...,” states 
Santos. “We need 
to focus on making 
more disciples and 
disciplers for Jesus 
than just members!”

Santos is also the 

North American Division 
ministerial field liaison for 
discipleship and Asian Pa-
cific pastors. He currently 
trains pastors on disciple-
ship in several conferences.

—BY DENISE POPE

Melvin Santos (left), pastor of Nashville 
First Church, with Steve Haley, president of 
Kentucky-Tennessee Conference

Kenneth E. McHenry – 1943-2013
Ken McHenry passed 

away at the age of 70 
on September 30, 2013. 
McHenry was the grade 
5-8 teacher at Bill Egly 
Seventh-day  Adventist 
School in Lawrenceburg, 
Tenn. He always gave his 
all in everything that he 
embarked upon. Whether 
it was studying history, 
teaching math, or turning 
psalms into songs for his 
students, he went at it with 
the energy of a teacher half 
his years. He especially 
loved being a teacher, and 
soaked up any creative 
ideas for the classroom. At 
every teachers’ meeting or 
in-service, McHenry and 
his wife, Jeanette, could 
be found on the front 
row. The DVD cover of 
the recent North American 
Division (NAD) Teacher’s 
Convention portrays NAD 
President Dan Jackson on it 

along with 
Ken and 
Jeanette 
McHenry 
on the front 
row.

In the 
early 1980s, 
the United 
States Navy 
adopted the 
slogan, “It’s 
not just a 
job, it’s an 
adventure.” 
At the same 
time that 
this slogan 
was being 
broadcast 
in commer-
cials, Ken-
neth McHenry was return-
ing to school to become an 
Adventist school teacher. 
The former United States 
Marine always looked at 
his teaching career as an 

adventure.
McHenry was a history 

buff. He had relatives that 
had fought in nearly every 
war dating back to the 
French and Indian Wars. 
He brought this love of 

history into the classroom. 
After serving three years in 
the Marine Corps, he spent 
time as a factory worker 
and a literature evangelist 
before realizing his calling 
as a teacher. He taught in 
several conferences, includ-
ing Kentucky-Tennessee, 
Indiana, and Illinois. Even 
after 25 years of teaching, 
he still loved the class-
room. He was innovative 
and passionate — a front-
row type of teacher. 

He will be greatly 
missed by the Kentucky-
Tennessee Conference, as 
well as by his wife, Jea-
nette, and his children and 
stepchildren: Rob, Cath-
erine, Bill, Kelly, Bevin, 
Casey, Corey, and Rhyan. 

—BY CHRIS JUHL
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South Atlantic News

Ephesus Church Members Celebrate 
25th Anniversary

The crunch 
of snow and 
crackle of ice 
reverberated 
through the quiet-
ness that frosty 
Sabbath morning 
as a shivering 
band of Adven-
tists marched 
and sloshed from 
their old church 
at the corner of 
Third Street and 
Dunlieth Avenue 
to their new 
church home at 
1225 N. Cleve-
land Avenue in Winston-
Salem, N.C. As they wound 
their way through the east 
side neighborhoods, a larger 
crowd assembled outside 
the new home of the 
Ephesus Church. On that 
December day in 1988, the 
congregation packed into 
the nearly-finished sanctu-
ary to inaugurate their new 
home and to rejoice that the 
vision of Joseph L. Follette 
Sr., then pastor, had been 
realized. 

On December 14, 2013, 
members old and new 
joined to commemorate 
the silver anniversary of 
that arrival on N. Cleveland 
Avenue. Among those cel-
ebrating was Follette, who 
during the early 1980s had 
mentored a young Godwin 
R. Mitchell Jr., assistant pas-
tor in his district. Mitchell, 
now senior pastor of Ephe-
sus, was responsible for the 
work at High Point’s Bald-
win’s Chapel and the new 
Lexington congregation. 

At the anniversary service, 
the two pastors reunited as 
historical bookends to the 
story of Ephesus on Cleve-
land Avenue — Follette, a 
visionary who conceived the 
ambitious move to build, 
and Mitchell, now a sea-

soned motivator, who mar-
shaled the church’s talent 
and resources to refurbish 
and beautify the church 

while intensifying 
the focus on out-

reach. Though the Sabbath’s 
spotlight fell on these two 
men, the members publicly 
acknowledged the impor-
tant contributions of the five 
men who pastored between 
their terms: Kenneth Moore, 
Lloyd Johnson, David Jones, 

Moses Edwards, and Larry 
Johnson, current treasurer of 
South Atlantic Conference. 
Yet, with so much history, 

one service could not cover 
all of the rejoicing. So, the 
celebration spanned three 
events.

The three-part com-
memoration included the 
Sabbath celebration on 
December 14, featuring 
William Winston, president 
of South Atlantic, as the 
speaker; the 25th Anniver-
sary Gala on December 15; 
and on New Year’s Eve, the 
Year End Service. “Growth, 
Gratitude & Praise” served 
as the theme for the events 
and a reminder of the key 
goals for the future. Joyce 
Hairston, elder and chair 
of the 25th anniversary 
committee, stated, “With 
this three-phase event, 
we were praising God for 
where He’s brought us. 
We’re grateful to Him for 
allowing us to witness this 
time in our church’s history, 
because we’ve come this 
far by faith.” Other com-
mittee members included 
Ed Brown, Tarsha Damon, 
Ada Lyles, Godwin Mitchell, 
Joann Spurgeon, Horace 

Godwin Mitchell Jr., senior pastor of Ephesus Church, 
and J. L. Follette, retired former pastor and builder 
of Cleveland Avenue Church, reunite after nearly 30 
years apart.

Joyce Hairston welcomes attendees to the 25th Anni-
versary Gala.

Irene Chiles and Shawn Spurgeon, Ph.D., take guests on a hilari-
ous tour of the little known facts of Ephesus’ history.
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South Atlantic News

Lives Rededicated After Tragedy
“Lord, save 

my children,” 
is the prayer of 
every Christian 
mother. It was 
the prayer of 
Rachel Brown of 
St. Mary, Jamaica, 
to see all of her 
children saved in 
God’s Kingdom. 
She was a pray-
ing mother who 
continually peti-
tioned the Lord. 
And, she encour-
aged her children 
to know and love 
the Lord. She did 
not know how 
much her children and 
family would need those 
prayers.

On April 7, 2011, Joan 
Brown Llewellyn (Rachel’s 
fifth daughter) was in her 
mother’s home when her 
estranged husband shot her 
in the neck, and continued 
gunning down her brother, 
Fitzroy; her father, Valdre; 
her mother, Rachel; and 
her 17-year-old daughter, 
Jorgjhan, before turning the 
gun on himself.

Llewellyn’s sister, Ev-
elyn McFarlane, a nurse at 
Northside Hospital in Atlan-

ta, Ga., immediately went 
to Jamaica, and with much 
difficulty had Llewellyn 
flown to Northside Hos-
pital. God spared her, but 
she is paralyzed from her 
shoulders down. Through 
much hard work and 
dedication, she is slowly 
improving, and is now able 
to move her wheelchair 
and raise her arms.

Llewellyn decided to 
rededicate her heart to the 
Lord by getting baptized. 
Olin McGraw, head elder 
at Mountainside Church in 
Decatur, Ga., was selected 
to give her Bible studies. 

When he arrived 
at the house, 
greetings were 
exchanged and 
the question 
asked, “Are we 
ready to begin?” 
The answer was, 
“No, we need to 
get sister on the 
line.” They set 
up a laptop and 
skyped her sister 
who presently 
lives in Haacht, 
Belgium. When 
she found out 
that Llewellyn 
was going to 
receive Bible 

studies, she wanted to be 
included.

Over the course of sev-
eral weeks, Llewellyn and 
her sister, Joy Townsend, 
with the support of Mc-
Farlane, received Bible 
studies. The Bible studies 
were emailed to Townsend 
so that she could follow 
along. At the end of each 
study, she was praising 
God for the message and 
the clarity of the informa-
tion. 

When the lesson on 
baptism was presented, 
Townsend and Llewellyn 

affirmed their decision to 
be baptized. Plans and 
sacrifices were made for 
Townsend to come to the 
United States to be bap-
tized with Llewellyn. On 
August 4, 2012, with great 
coordination, care, and 
preparation, the members 
of Mountainside, along 
with the women’s brother, 
Paul Brown, witnessed 
Townsend and Llewellyn 
(in her wheelchair) get 
baptized. Today, Llewellyn 
is a member of Mountain-
side Church and sings in 
the choir. Townsend has 
returned to Belgium, but 
worships online as there 
is no church in the area 
where she lives. 

Despite the tragedy 
that Llewellyn encountered, 
she has a strong abiding 
faith and trust in God. 
She has traveled to other 
churches singing and giv-
ing her testimony. She de-
clares that one day she will 
walk again, and go back to 
Jamaica to give Bible stud-
ies to the rest of her family. 
The prayers and desires of 
her mother, Rachel Brown, 
continue through her chil-
dren. 

—BY ROSEMARY GRAHAM

Joan Brown Llewellyn

Wilson, Robert Wilson, and 
Don Wood. 

The night of December 
15 sparkled with sequins, 
bowties, and spectacular 
music as 112 members and 
friends rejoiced in the Albert 
H. Anderson Center Ball-
room at Winston-Salem State 
University. Gala MCs Irene 

Chiles and Shawn Spurgeon, 
Ph.D., guided attendees 
on a lighthearted journey 
through the action-packed 
saga of the last 25 years at 
Ephesus. Powerful music 
and testimonies presented 
by the Ayivors, The Twins, 
Valerie Taylor-Best, Lesly 
Rodriguez, and the Wray 

Sisters led several to remark 
that it was a spiritually 
uplifting, refreshing evening 
and night to remember. But, 
it didn’t end there!

Wednesday, December 
31, iced the cake by provid-
ing a great opportunity for 
members new and old to 
share the blessings and trials 

that unite the church, and 
look with hope to a future 
of service and preparation 
for Jesus’ return. Photos of 
the Gala weekend events 
can be found at Facebook.
com/ephesusadventist and 
at www.ephesusadventist.
org. 

—BY DON WOOD
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Conferences Honor GOspel Heroes
Hundreds 

from around 
Georgia-Cum-
berland and 
South Atlantic 
conferences 
assembled at 
Springfield 
Baptist Church 
in Conyers, Ga., 
on December 
7, 2013, for the 
biennial Festival 
of Praise Concert and Minis-
tries Showcase. 

The program featured 
musical guests from church-
es and academies from both 
conferences. “This was an 
unforgettable concert,” said 
Racquel Brown. “The talents 
of those that were show-
cased truly filled my heart 
with gladness; we should 
have events like this more 
often.” The program was 
eagerly anticipated by both 
conferences, and by those 
who attended the first Fes-
tival of Praise in 2011. “We 
are encour-
aged by the 
attendance, 
unity, and 
corporation 
from both 
confer-
ences,” 
said Calvin 
Watkins, 
ministerial 
director of 
South Atlan-
tic Confer-
ence. 

The 
ministries showcase recog-
nized GOspel Heroes for 
their outstanding work and 
fervor to spread the Word 
of the Lord in their com-

munities. “A GOspel hero is 
anyone who unapologeti-
cally embraces the mission 
of Jesus (Luke 4:16, 17),” 
said Neil Reid, Georgia-Cum-
berland Conference ministe-
rial director for the central 
region. “They’ve moved out 
of their personal comfort 
space and become tangibly 
engaged in serving the com-
munity through a church-
sponsored or individually-
initiated ministry with one 
goal in mind, to transform 
the lives of people for time 
and eternity.”  

The GOspel Heroes 
recog-
nized were 
Kelly Cza-
ykowsky, 
Sharon 
McIntosh, 
Richard 
Hender-
son, and 
Gloria 
Webster of 
Burmese 
Ministry/ 
F.R.E.E. 
(Friends of 
Refugees 

Providing Education & Em-
powerment), a ministry that 
provides social, emotional, 
educational, and spiritual 
support to the Burmese 

commu-
nity in 
Clarkston, 
Ga.; Deb-
bie Wal-
lace of 
Hip Care 
(Health 
Insti-
tute For 
Preven-
tive Care, 
Access, 

Research, & Education), a 
ministry that offers job skills 
training, refugee assistance, 
counseling, and health care 
to the underserved in the 
greater Atlanta area; Charles 
and Veronica Dillard of 
Jharell R. Dillard Anaphy-
laxis Awareness Founda-
tion, a ministry dedicated to 
increasing 
aware-
ness, 
under-
standing, 
and safety 
regard-
ing food 
allergies 
and ana-
phylaxis 
through 
education, 
support, 
and advocacy within families 
and communities; Dillon 
Sinyard of One Day Church 
Project,  a ministry dedicated 
to raising funds in support 
of the mission of Maranatha 
Volunteers to construct 
buildings in one day for 
churches overseas; Ammy 
Nunez of UJAM (Union De 
Jovenes Adventistas Del 
Area Metropolitana), a minis-
try that leads Hispanic youth 
from churches in Atlanta to 

distribute food and clothes 
to those in need; and Calvin 
B. Preston and Victor Bartley 
of the WE Center (West End 
Family Life & Community 
Center), a ministry dedicated 
to providing educational, 
social, spiritual, and recre-
ational programs and ser-
vices to enhance the quality 
of life for at-risk youth and 
adults of the West End and 
surrounding communities of 
Atlanta. 

To culminate an eve-
ning of praising, worship-
ping, and honoring was a 
word from guest speaker 
Dan Jackson, president of 
the North American Division 
of Seventh-day Adventists, 
Silver Spring, Md. In his 
message he reminded all of 

the true mission of God’s 
people to, “Go ye therefore, 
and make disciples of all the 
nations…,” Matthew 24:19. 

“We have much more 
in store for 2015. Plans are 
already underway for the 
next one, and it’s sure to 
be more inspirational, more 
evangelistic, and more com-
pact. We look forward to 
seeing everyone there,” said 
Watkins. 

—BY WHITNEY K. JORDAN

Georgia United Korean Church Choir

GOspel Heroes are awarded with plaques.

Dan Jackson, president of the 
North American Division of 
Seventh-day Adventists
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Oakwood University

Oakwood’s “Miracle on 42nd Street” ... 
NYC’s Times Square Marquee 
Featured Oakwood University

If they timed their 
Thanksgiving/Black Friday/
Christmas/New Year’s Eve 
activities in New York 
City’s Times Square pre-
cisely, an estimated 986,000 
daily visitors saw 10 sec-
onds of Oakwood Univer-
sity’s, Huntsville, Ala., new 
marketing awareness cam-
paign flash up each hour 
on the marquee beneath 
the famed CBS-TV Eye.

It began on Novem-
ber 6, 2013, and ran until 
January 4, 2014. Oakwood 
could change its Times 
Square marquee messages 
every two weeks.

“Neutron Media, a full-
service marketing firm that 
operates such high-profile 

outdoor multimedia venues 
as the Times Square mar-
quee beneath the CBS Eye, 
had a cancellation and ap-
proached us here at Oak-
wood University, primarily 
due to our social media 
victory with The Home 
Depot ‘Retool your School’ 
campaign,” explained Deni-
ca King, Oakwood assistant 
marketing director. 

At the same time, 
however, Oakwood Uni-
versity has been working to 
expand its awareness to its 
non-traditional audiences. 
“So, for Oakwood and 
Neutron Media, this created 
a win-win situation.”

Within its hourly 10 
seconds of advertising — 

totaling four minutes each 
24-hour day — Oakwood 
shared with Time Square 
viewers its recent endorse-
ments, such as 1) “Best 
Schools” – U.S. News and 
World Report, 2014; and 2) 
“Julliard of the South” — 
WAAY-TV (ABC).

In its inaugural two-
week ad cycle, Oakwood 
included the testimonial “A 
Life-changing Experience,” 
by Rear Admiral Barry 
Black (ret.) (class of 1970). 
Black is the U.S. Senate’s 
first-ever Seventh-day Ad-
ventist and African Ameri-
can chaplain, who gained 
international attention for 
his searing and provocative 
invocations that opened 

each Senate session, during 
its 16-day federal govern-
ment shutdown in October. 
His bowtie-wearing, non-
partisan baritone eloquence 
was later parodied on 
television’s “Saturday Night 
Live.”

Noting that this Times 
Square marquee marks 
possibly a first-time ap-
pearance for a Seventh-
day Adventist, historically 
Black college or university 
or Huntsville institution to 
have been so prominently 
displayed in this venue, 
King concluded that, 
“Oakwood will continue to 
explore unique opportuni-
ties to promote its brand.”

—BY TIM ALLSTON
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Oakwood University

A team from 
Oakwood University’s 
Bradford-Cleveland-
Brooks Leadership 
Center (BCBLC) 
recently returned from 
Ghana’s Valley View 
University, where they 
responded to a re-
quest to assist in the 
establishment of the 
first denominationally-
sponsored leadership 
center in Africa. 

Harold Lee, D.Min., 
Prudence Pollard, 
Ph.D., and Keith Au-
gustus Burton, Ph.D., 
met with representa-
tives from the Univer-
sity administration and 
Southern Union office, 
and discussed how the 
leadership programs at 
Oakwood could inform 
the development of Valley 
View University’s proposed 
Center for Entrepreneurship 
and Leadership Training 
(CELT). 

Pollard’s explanation 
of the Leadership Academy 
concept was enthusiasti-
cally embraced, and there 
was vibrant discussion after 
Lee’s presentation on how 

a well-developed program 
could address the “leader-
ship crisis” in the Church. 
The discussions also in-
cluded suggestions on how 
current global initiatives of 

Oakwood’s Center for 
Adventist-Muslim Rela-
tions (CAMROU) could 
strengthen the entre-
preneurship emphasis 
in CELT. 

At the conclusion 
of the meeting, the 
Valley View administra-
tion had committed to 
commence operations 
as early as spring 2014, 
after receiving the nec-
essary approvals. 

When fully imple-
mented, CELT will 
incorporate under-
graduate and gradu-
ate degree programs; 
ongoing professional 
development for uni-
versity employees on 
all levels; and continu-
ing education certifica-
tions for pastors, local 

church leaders, and busi-
ness people. 

—BY KEITH AUGUSTUS 
BURTON, PH.D. 

Oakwood Leadership Team Visits 
Valley View University

It was unanimously agreed that the Valley View University (VVU) and Oak-
wood University (OU) will continue to collaborate on applying effective strat-
egies for leadership development. Pictured clockwise: Daniel Buor, Ph.D., 
VVU vice chancellor; Keith Augustus Burton, Ph.D., CAMROU; Harold Lee, 
D.Min., OU BCBLC; Prudence Pollard, Ph.D., OU vice president; Joe Hagan, 
VVU public relations; and Isaac Owusu-Dwanka, Ph.D., VVU School of 
Business.

Medical/Dental/Health Professional 
CONVENTION

O C T O B E R  9 - 1 2,  2 0 1 4Gatlinburg, Tennessee

IT’S 
COMING!

B I E N N I A L
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Carolina 
Rick Hutchinson (704) 596-3200

Florida 
Phil Bond (407) 644-5000

Georgia-Cumberland 
Mitch Hazekamp (706) 629-7951

Gulf States 
(334) 272-7493

Kentucky-Tennessee 
Lin Powell (615) 859-1391

Oakwood University 
Fred Pullins (256) 726-8278

South Atlantic 
Lawrence Hamilton (404)792-0535

South Central 
Michael Harpe (615) 226-6500

Southeastern 
Brent Waldon (352) 735-3142

Southern Adventist University 
Carolyn Liers (423) 236-2818 SUSDAGift.org

Create a Legacy of Giving
Give a Gift That Will Bring a Lifetime of Benefits – We Did

Through a charitable gift annuity, we made a gift to 
Southern Adventist University and in return receive a fixed 

income for life! It is nice to know we can count on this income 
during our retirement years while also continuing a legacy of 
giving in support of Christian education at Southern.

For more information about how you can create a 
charitable gift annuity that will provide a lifetime 
income, valuable tax savings, and help students receive 
a Christian education, contact your local conference or 
university Planned Giving representative today!

MIDDLETOWN CHURCH 25th 
ANNIVERSARY – Feb. 15. 
Middletown Church, Louisville, 
KY. Details: www.friendlychurch.
com or call 502-244-6997.

FLORIDA KEYS CAMP 
MEETING – Feb. 21, 22. Camp 
Sawyer, Big Pine Key (Mile 
Marker 34). Speaker: Ron 
Halvorsen, Southern Union 
retired evangelist. Great music 
and Children’s Program. Bring 
food for a Sabbath picnic. 
Details: 305-743-5268.

UNION COLLEGE 
HOMECOMING – April 3-6. 
Honor classes: 1944, ‘54, ‘59, 
‘64, ‘74, ‘84, ‘89, 1994, and 
‘04. Special tribute to veterans 
and MCC. Details: Contact the 
alumni office at 402-486-2503, 
3800 S. 48th Street, Lincoln, NE 
68516 or alumni@ucollege.edu.

EASTER CONCERT – April 17. 
The Dalton, GA, Church will be 
sponsoring an Easter concert 
with Michael Card at 7 p.m., 

at the NW Georgia Trade and 
Convention Center. The concert 
will be preceded at 6 p.m. with 
a lecture by Dr. Michael Hasel 
entitled, “Jesus in History and 
Archeology.” When they become 
available, all ticketing will be 
done through the Trade Center 
box office or online. 

OAKWOOD ADVENTIST 
ACADEMY CLASS OF 1974 
40TH REUNION – April 18-
20. Huntsville, AL. Several 
activities are planned for Alumni 
Weekend. Please join us! 
Details: ocaclass1974@gmail.
com or call 678-637-6034. You 
may also visit the website: http://
oca-classof1974.yolasite.com/. 

BROADVIEW ACADEMY 
ALUMNI WEEKEND – April 25, 
26. All alumni are encouraged 
to attend. Mark your calendars, 
call your classmates, and start 
planning for this weekend now. 
Honor classes: 1944, ‘54, ‘64, 
74, ‘84, ‘89, ’94, and ‘04. North 
Aurora SDA Church, North 

Aurora, IL. Friday night Vespers, 
Sabbath School, and Church.  
For communication purposes,  
we need your email addresses; 
postage is too expensive. 
Send emails to: Ed Gutierrez 
edjulie1@att.net; or call: 630-
232-9034. More information to 
come. Don’t miss it! 

RAMAH SDA JUNIOR 
ACADEMY REUNION (formerly 
Ramah Parochial School) 
Celebrating 100 years of 
Christian Education – April 
30-May 4. Savannah, GA. 
Students (present/former), 
teachers, principals, pastors, 
and staff are invited to the 
celebration. Join us on Facebook 
for updates and news regarding 
the reunion: facebook.com/
ramahacademyalumniassociation; 
email: ramah100years@hotmail.
com.

LA SIERRA ACADEMY 
ALUMNI WEEKEND – May 
2, 3. Honor classes: 1954, 
‘64, ‘74, ‘84, ‘89, ’94, and ‘04. 

Friday evening reception, 
LSA Library; Sabbath morning 
alumni services; afternoon 
potluck; campus tours; and class 
reunions. Details: 951 351-1445 
x 244; JNelson@lsak12.com;  
LSA web site: www.lsak12.com.

“YE OLDE” CEDAR LAKE 
ACADEMY REUNION – June 
6-8. Alumni and schoolmates 
of 1964 and earlier at Great 
Lakes Adventist Academy, Cedar 
Lake, MI. Honor classes: 1934, 
‘44, ‘54, ‘64. Details will be 
forthcoming by postal service. 
For further information you may 
contact GLAA Alumni office at 
989-427-5181 or visit http://www.
glaa.net/.



1,295,602,404 
people in China need to find Jesus

Annual Offering March 8, 2014

 Adventist World Radio 
12501 Old Columbia Pike 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20904 USA

 800-337-4297  
 awr.org  
 @awrweb
 facebook.com/awrweb
 YouTube.com/awrweb

H E A R  U S  O N
 AM/FM radio
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 podcasts
 on demand

By numbers, China is the church’s #1 mission field.     

Population: 1.3 billion     Non-Christians: 96-97%

AWR is broadcasting shortwave programs for 165 hours/week to China -
in Mandarin, Cantonese, Uighur, Tibetan, and Min Nan - and our podcasts 
are heard 24/7 worldwide.

Join us today in introducing Jesus to millions in Asia, Africa, 
the Middle East, Europe, and the Americas. AWR is your mission radio.



TAKE THE LEAD IN THE
FIELD OF NURSING

With a Doctor of Nursing Practice Degree

1.800.SOUTHERN  •  southern.edu/graduatestudies

The DNP is designed for nurses seeking 
a terminal degree in nursing practice 
and offers an alternative to a research-
focused doctorate. 

Southern’s DNP program:
 •  Prepares nurses to assume leadership roles in 

advanced practice settings.
 •  Requires a master’s degree in nursing.
 •  Provides a fl exible, quality, online 

education consisting of fi ve semesters with 
three short campus visits.

Lifestyle Therapeutics 
(39 semester hours)

Acute Care Nurse Practitioner – 
Adult/Gerontology 
(42 semester hours)

Acute Care Specialization
(38 semester hours)



A d v e r t i s e m e n t s

ranging from 1.59 acres for $39,995 to 3.55 acres 
for $89,900. Check out www.NeuchatelEstates.
com for a virtual tour and pictures. Jon D’Avanzo 
and Lyle Spiva, Davanzo Real Estate. 423-834-
4545.  [2]

GORGEOUS ACREAGE IN TENNESSEE with 
end of road privacy, water, hardwoods, views and 
much more. For pictures and details go to: http://
kismetkennel.com/countryland.html or call 301-992-
7472.  [2-5]

POSITIONS AVAILABLE	
PRO HEALTH is looking for a female licensed 
Massage Therapist/Physical Therapist at the 
Hulsey Wellness Center at Southern Adventist 
University in Collegedale, TN and in Calhoun, 
GA. Working in an excellent environment, flexible 
schedule, and a good salary. Please call Diego at 
706-844-2142.  [2-6]

ADVENTIST HEALTH SYSTEM is seeking a law 
student for a 6 to 8-week summer clerkship in 2014. 
This position is limited to students who have finished 
only one year of law school. Ideal candidates would 
be in the top 25% of their class. Duties include legal 
research and other projects. Please send resume and 
transcript to david.gordon@ahss.org!  [2, 3]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY’S Human 
Resources Department seeks full-time director to 
provide direction to HR Department’s activities for 
over 500 full and part-time employees and student 
employment. Bachelor’s degree and 5 years of 
personnel administration experience, preferably 
within the denomination, is required. The successful 
candidate must be a member of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in good and regular standing. 
Resumes accepted until February 14, 2014. Send 
resumes to Thomas Verrill, Vice President for 
Financial Administration, P.O. Box 370, Collegedale, 
TN  37315.  [2]

OAKWOOD UNIVERSITY  seeks dynamic 
professional for position of general manager of 
90.1 FM WJOU radio station. For more information 
and to apply, visit: http://www.oakwood.edu/campus-
services/human-resources.  [2]

LA SIERRA UNIVERSITY (Riverside, California, 
USA) is seeking candidates for the position of Dean 
of the H. M. S. Richards Divinity School to continue 
advancing its growth and vision of service to church, 
academy, and world. A qualified candidate will hold an 
earned doctorate in a relevant discipline, be a member 
of the Seventh-day Adventist denomination active in 
church life, and provide evidence of effectiveness as 
a pastor, teacher, and administrator. Applicants can 
apply online at: https://lasierracareers.silkroad.com/
lasierraext/EmploymentListings.html.  [2]

SOUTHWESTERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
Kinesiology Department seeks full-time physical 
education professor beginning July 1, 2014. 
Master’s degree required; doctoral degree preferred, 
must have college teaching experience. Submit 
curriculum vitae and cover letter to Human Resources, 
www.swau.edu. For further information, contact Mr. 
Vesa Naukkarinen, 817-202-6684 or vnaukkar@
swau.edu.  [2, 3]

BLACK HILLS HEALTH & EDUCATION 
CENTER is adding a new program in drug 
& alcohol recovery, and is seeking to fill new 
positions and expand our existing wellness 
program with missionary-minded professionals: 
MD, PA or NP (with interest in preventive 
medicine), nurse, vegan chef, food service, 
housekeeping, massage therapists, LCSW. 
Applicants must be licensed professionals and 
able to come for an interview as part of the 
hiring process. Email resume: stan@bhhec.
org.  [2, 3]

LOOKING FOR RETIRED COUPLE to help look in 
on my mother while we are away 6 months, beginning 
April 2014. A private, wooded RV space available, at 
no charge. Full hookup, 50 amp service on property 3 
miles from Helen, GA. Cleveland SDA Church 5 miles 
away. For more info, call 423-902-2216.  [2]

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE	
INFECTION PROTECTION: Vitamin D-almost 
sunshine-vegan. Take daily during winter for 
your immune system. February sale: only 
$7.95/bottle. And take Bon Herbals Immune 
Ammunition when you get sick or feel at risk 
of infection. Give your immune system the 
ammunition it needs. $23.00/bottle. www.
bonherbals.com. 423-238-7467.  [2]

NEED A PIANIST? Hymns Alive, the Adventist 
Hymnal on 33 CDs. Quality accompaniment 
music to sing God’s praises. Organ and piano. 
Kid’s hymnals on CDs also. www.35hymns.

PROPERTY AVAILABLE	
SUMMIT RIDGE RETIREMENT VILLAGE is a place 
where you can live independently in your own home. 
Lawn mowing and maintenance provided. Church 
and nursing home on grounds. Make friends with 
Adventist neighbors, and enjoy the low cost of living 
in the Oklahoma countryside. Call Bill Norman, 405-
454-6538. Website: www.summit-ridge-village.org.  ©

PISGAH VALLEY is a Seventh-day Adventist 
Retirement Community tucked in the beautiful 
Blue Ridge Mountains of Western North Carolina-
one of the most desirable retirement locations 
in the country.  You’ll be able to pursue an 
active, independent lifestyle while enjoying our 
gentle four-season climate.  Live the worry-free 
retirement you’ve imagined! Call to schedule a 
visit. 828-418-2333. Pisgahvalley.org.  [2]

LAND FOR SALE – Near Southern: Collegedale 
subdivision vacant lot, Apison, 1.58 acres; 
beautiful 9.1 acres, Old Lead Mine Valley Rd; 6 
acres, Cleveland, TN; lake community 6.91 acre 
lot located in Espalier Bay, Decatur. Call The 
Wendy Dixon Team, Crye-Leike Realtors, ask for 
Herby: 423-883-0656.  [2]

MOVING TO COLLEGEDALE, TN? Beautiful 
5 bedroom home with mother in-law suite on 
6.5 acres with horse pasture and private pond 
only 6 miles from SAU for only $494,900! Check 
out  www.3804AlabamaRoad.com for the 
virtual tour. Also “like new” 5 bedroom home in 
Wellesley subdivision with community pool and 
mountain views close to SAU for $314,500. Go 
to www.4349Wellesley.com for virtual tour. Jon 
D’Avanzo (Broker), Davanzo Real Estate. 423-
834-4545.  [2]

LAND AVAILABLE NEAR COLLEGEDALE, 
TN: Just Listed! 30 pristine acres available in 
Neuchatel Estates only 6 miles from SAU for 
$265,000! Can be subdivided or developed. Also 
4 upscale lots available in Neuchatel Estates 

How to Submit Your Advertising
(1) Have your pastor or a local church elder 

write “Approved” and his signature on the sheet 
of paper containing the advertisement, (2) write 
your name and address on the same sheet, (3) 
specify how many times the ad is to run, (4) 
send the approved ad to your conference office 
6 weeks in advance of the publication date and 
(5) don’t forget to enclose payment in full for each 
month the ad is to run. Make checks payable to 
SOUTHERN UNION.

RATES: Southern Union: $40 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $45 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word 
beyond 45. Out of Union: $50 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $55 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.50 per word 
beyond 45. Accepted as space is available. Ads 
may run in successive months as space permits.

SOUTHERN TIDINGS makes every reason-
able effort to screen all advertising, but in no 
case can the periodical assume responsiblity for 
advertisements appearing in its columns, or for 
typographical errors.
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A d v e r t i s e m e n t s

com. Hymns on videos – 12 DVDs – Creation 
Sings, with words and beautiful nature photos 
& videos. Call 800-354-9667.  [2-6]

PATHFINDER/ADVENTURER CLUB NAME 
CREST: Order your Pathfinder and Adventurer 
club name crest at www.pathfinderclubnames.
com. For more information, call 269-208-5853 
or email us at pathfinderclubnames@gmail.
com.  [2-5]

LIVE STREAM your church services with 
www.3AngelsLive.com. Visit our page today 
for pricing and information.  [2, 3]

REVELATION SEMINAR LOVERS, you 
absolutely need The Truth About 666 and 
the Story of the Great Apostasy by Historicist 
Edwin de Kock ($45, shipping included). Also 
his other books. Eminent scholars praise his 
research and lovely style. To order, contact your 
local ABC, email edwdekock@hotmail.com, or 
write to 12916 Los Terrazos Blvd., Edinburg, 
TX 78541. More details at www.propheticum.
com.  [2, 3]

MISCELLANEOUS	
ARE YOU MOVING SOON? Before you rent a 
U-Haul and do it yourself, check our price and 
save yourself the hassle. Plan now and reserve 
a time slot. Fast, direct, and economical. 
Contact: Gary Erhard, Erhard Moving & 

Storage, 610 South Mechanic Street, Berrien 
Springs, MI 49103; 269-471-7366 or 248-890-
5700, evenings 8-11 p.m.  ©

RELOCATING? Apex Moving & Storage has 
a national account contract with the General 
Conference for your moving needs. Take 
advantage of a volume rated discount. Be 
assured you are moving with the BEST! Call 
Marcy Dante’ at 800-766-1902; or visit us at: 
www.apexmoving.com/adventist.  [2]

S.I.M.P.L.E. LIVING SEMINAR: A Bible-based 
approach to healthy living. Prevention and 
recovery of lifestyle disease, including obesity, 
hypertension, diabetes, osteoporosis, stress, 
depression, alcohol and tobacco. 12-day 
live-in program: $840. Butler Creek Health 
Education Center. www.butlercreek.us. For 
more information contact Darlene Keith: Ph. 
931-724-6706, email: darlene@butlercreek.
us.  [2]

THE WILDWOOD LIFESTYLE CENTER can 
help you naturally treat and reverse diseases 
such as diabetes, heart disease, hypertension, 
obesity, arthritis, fibromyalgia, lupus, multiple 
sclerosis, chronic fatigue, cancer, depression 
and many more. Invest in your health, call 
1-800-634-9355 for more information or visit 
www.wildwoodhealth.org/lifestyle.  [2-5]

PLANNING AN EVANGELISTIC SERIES OR 
HEALTH SEMINAR? Have questions? Need 

affordable, professionally 
p r e p a r e d  h a n d b i l l s , 
brochures, signs, banners 
and mailing services? Call 
free, 800-274-0016 and 
ask for HOPE Customer 
Service or visit www.
hopesource.com. You 
deserve the best with 
confidence and peace 
of mind. Your friends at 
Hamblin’s HOPE deliver 
on-time.  [2-6]

LOOKING FOR AUTHORS who have written a 
book on self-help for young adults (depression, 
suicide, eating disorders, dating, etc). Also 
accepting children’s books, mission stories, 
biographies, and inspirational/doctrinal topics. 
Call TEACH Services at 800-367-1844.  [2-4]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
offers master’s degrees in business, computer 
science, counseling, education, global 
community development, nursing, religion, 
and social work. Flexibility is provided through 
some online and many on-campus programs. 
Financial aid may be available. For more 
information, call 423.236.2585 or visit www.
southern.edu/graduatestudies.  [2-5]

EIGHT NATURAL REMEDIES online & 
correspondence courses for laypersons and 
professionals. Ask about free classes. Email 
education@jjohnsonmd.com. Phone/fax 615-
523-2136. www.healthcare-online-education.
org/8remedies.html.  [2]

NORTH GEORGIA WELLNESS RETREATS – 
Starting January 2014, Blue Creek Cabins Wellness & 
Spa will be offering 5-day retreats and spa packages. 
Located near picturesque town of Helen, our program 
features health lectures, cooking classes, spa 
services, gardening etc. Contact us: 706-865-0455, 
706-865-1405, www.bluecreekwellness.com, www.
bluecreekcabins.com.  [2-5]

GUEST LODGING AT SOUTHERN ADVENTIST 
UNIVERSITY – Newly renovated 2 bed/1 bath 
apartments. Some with equipped kitchens. Available 
year round. To reserve call 423-236-7000 or email 
guestlodging@southern.edu. [2-5]

HEALTH EXPO EVENT – Let us train and equip 
your church to do a health expo. This approach 
is a proven way to reach your community. Call 
Chuck Cleveland at 423-949-8211 and visit www.
HealthExpoBanners.com.  [2-4]

Do you enjoy talking with people about 
health? Want to work part-time or full-time 
from home spreading the health message? 

“It is the Lord’s design that the restoring influence of health reform be a 
part of the last great effort to proclaim the gospel message.” MM, p 259.  
 

You could earn up to $50,000/yr. working from home. 
Email: CLCinfo@hipcare.org or Call: 800-773-4871. 
Register now to be trained at home via live webinars. 
Health Institute for Preventive CARE (HIPCARE) is a non-profit SDA Org. 

Train to be a Certified Lifestyle Coach (CLC) 
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Worth the Investment
Our students and parents regard Southern as a 
valuable spiritual and academic investment. While 
hearts and minds remain the highest priorities, we 
are a smart investment in other ways as well. 
Affordable Colleges Online ranked Southern fifth 
in Tennessee for schools with a solid combination 
of low cost and lifetime earnings after graduation. 

Earn More, Pay Less
Beginning in Fall 2014, Southern’s freshmen 
scholarships will be renewable at 100 percent for 
up to four years. With $10 million in financial aid 
awarded annually, Southern is committed to 
making traditional Adventist education available 
to everyone.

southern.edu/scholarships
1.800.SOUTHERN • Collegedale, TN

Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA to be eligible for renewal, which is established 
at the end of each fall semester for the following school year. Southern’s scholarships and grants  
cannot exceed the cost of tuition and fees.

Immediate Value.
Eternal Values.

New four-year scholarships make investing in a traditional  
Adventist education from Southern more affordable than ever,  

even when compared with public colleges and universities.



E v e n t s  C a l e n d a r
Carolina	

Romance at the Ranch – 
Feb.14-16. NPR. Enjoy a 
romantic and fun-filled weekend 
at the ranch “Hawaiian Style.” 
Visit http://www.carolinasda.org/ 
to register.
Hispanic Romance at the 
Ranch – Feb. 21-23. NPR.
Pathfinder Workbee – March 
14-16. NPR.
Elders’ Retreat – March 28-30. 
NPR.

Florida	
 
Complete calendar online – 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/calendar/
Florida Pathfinder events – 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/iym/pathfinders/events/ or 
call 407-644-5000 x127.
Singles’ Ministries events 
and mailing list information. 
Spiritual study groups, fellowship 
dinners, outings, and more. 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/iym/childrenandfamily/
events/, esalzmann@cfl.rr.com, 
407-521-4751, or 407-721-3036.
Florida Keys Camp Meeting 
– Feb. 21-23. Camp Sawyer 
at MM34. Theme: From Street 
Warrior to Prayer Warrior. Guest 
speaker: Ron Halvorsen Sr., 
Southern Union Conference 
retired evangelist. Meetings 
available for youth and children 
Sabbath morning. Potluck 
fellowship meals for lunch and 
supper. Details: Eugene Hamlin, 
keysake@aol.com or 305-872-
5434.
Foundation of Faith 
Community Nursing 
Training – March 3-7. Florida 
Hospital Trickel Building, 900 
Winderley Place, Maitland. 
8:30 a.m.-5:15 p.m. Cost: 
$649 or $499 if registered by 
Feb. 28. Registration: http://
www.healthy100churches.
org/fcntraining Details: susan.
miner@flhosp.org or 407-200-
8278.
Pre-retirement Seminar – 
March 11. Forest Lake Church. 
March 12. Plantation Church. 
1-5:30 p.m. This free seminar 
presented by Del Johnson, 
North American Division 
retirement administrator, is 
for those who will be retiring 

soon or 10 years away from 
retirement. Spanish translation 
available. Details: betsy.pena@
floridaconference.com or 407-
618-0268.
Retired Denominational 
Workers’ Retreat – March 
14-16. Pine Lake Retreat, 
Groveland. Guest speaker: 
Lonnie Melashenko. Guest 
musician: Jaime Jorge. 
Registration mail-in forms were 
sent to retired workers. If you did 
not receive a form, call 407-399-
9091.
Forest Lake Academy Alumni 
Weekend Golf Tournament 
– March 24. Redtail Golf Club, 
Sorrento. Registration and 
breakfast: 8 a.m. Shotgun start: 
9 a.m. Cost: $125 with discounts 
for students and prepaid 
foursomes, includes green fees 
and catered lunch. Details: 
http://www.forestlakeacademy.
org/wp/alumni/, kellerm@
forestlake.org, or 407-748-8888.
Greater Miami Academy 5th 
Annual Golf Tournament – 
March 30. Doral Golf Resort and 
Spa. Check-in: 12 p.m. Theme: 
Jump Start the Dream! Entry 
fee: $185 for either golf or spa 
participant. Details: http://www.
gma.edu/, ctrevilcock@gma.
edu, or 305-220-5955 x151.
Planned Giving and Trust 
Services Clinics
Feb. 22. Jacksonville Mandarin.
Feb. 22. Orlando Spanish.
March 8. Clearwater.
March 29. Brazilian Temple in 
Oakland Park.

Georgia-Cumberland	

Prayer Conference – Feb. 14-
16. Cohutta Springs Conference 
Center, Crandall, GA.
Pathfinder Teen Bible Camp 
– Feb. 14-16. Cohutta Springs 
Conference Center, Crandall, 
GA.
“The Love Boat,” Valentine’s 
Dinner – Feb. 16. 4-9 p.m. 
Cohutta Springs Conference 
Center, Crandall, GA.
Hispanic Marriage Retreat – 
Feb. 21-23. Forrest Hill Retreat 
Center, Dahlonega, GA.
Leadership Training – Health 
and Personal Ministries
Feb. 22. Atlanta Belvedere 
Church, Decatur, GA.
March 1. Macon, GA.

Atlanta Adventist Academy 
Day – Feb. 27. Duluth, GA.
CONNECT: ACF Leadership 
Conference – Feb. 28-March 
2. Cohutta Springs Conference 
Center, Crandall, GA.
Master Guides’ Winter Camp – 
Feb. 28-March 2.
Celebration of Life Weekend 
– March 7-9. Cohutta Springs 
Conference Center, Crandall, 
GA.
Georgia-Cumberland 
Academy Days – March 14, 15. 
Calhoun, GA.
Women’s Spring Retreat – 
March 14-16. Cohutta Springs 
Conference Center, Crandall, 
GA.
Teen Girls’ Spring Retreat – 
March 14-16. Cohutta Springs 
Conference Center, Crandall, 
GA.

Gulf States	

Complete Calendar online
http://www.gscsda.org 
Conference Executive 
Committee – Feb. 24. 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Montgomery, AL.
Teen Invitational Backpacking 
– Feb. 28-March 2. Bankhead 
National Forest. Contact Rick 
and Kelly Riley, 256-778-4142 or 
rkaarileyl@aol.com.

Kentucky-Tennessee 	

Creation Health Workshop – 
Feb. 10. Conference Office.
Pathfinder 7Up Retreat – Feb. 
14-16. Indian Creek Camp.
Board of Education – Feb. 20. 
Conference Office.
Eastern KY Camp Meeting – 

March 7, 8. Prestonsburg, KY.
Highland Academy Board – 
March 13. Highland Academy.
Music Festival – March 13-15. 
Highland Academy.
Madison Academy Board – 
March 20.  Madison Academy.
Memphis Festival of Faith – 
March 21-23.
Conference Executive 
Committee – March 25. 
Conference Office.

Southern Adventist 
University 	

PreviewSouthern – Feb. 
17. Students are invited to 
take a campus tour, discuss 
majors with professors, 
sit in on financial aid 
workshops, and enjoy a 
fun activity in Chattanooga. 
For more information, call 
1-800-SOUTHERN.
Archaeology Lecture Series – 
March 11. Jodi Magness, Ph.D., 
presents “Ossuaries and the 
Burials of Jesus and James” at 
7 p.m. in Lynn Wood Auditorium. 
For more information, call 423-
236-2030.
Graduate School Open House 
– March 20. Get face time 
with faculty and administrators 
running Southern’s graduate 
school programs during a 6:30 
p.m. open house in the Hulsey 
Wellness Center. For more 
information, call 423-236-2585.

		  Jan. 31	 Feb. 7	 Feb. 14	 Feb. 21	 Feb. 28	 Mar. 7
 	Atlanta, GA	 6:12	 6:19	 6:25	 6:31	 6:38	 6:43
	 Charleston, SC	 5:56	 6:02	 6:08	 6:14	 6:21	 6:26
	 Charlotte, NC	 5:55	 6:02	 6:09	 6:16	 6:23	 6:29
	 Collegedale, TN	 6:12	 6:19	 6:26	 6:33	 6:40	 6:46
	 Huntsville, AL	 5:19	 5:26	 5:33	 5:39	 5:46	 5:52
	 Jackson, MS	 5:37	 5:44	 5:50	 5:56	 6:02	 6:07
	 Louisville, KY	 6:10	 6:18	 6:25	 6:33	 6:41	 6:48
	 Memphis, TN	 5:32	 5:39	 5:46	 5:52	 5:59	 6:05
	 Miami, FL	 6:07	 6:12	 6:16	 6:21	 6:25	 6:29
	 Montgomery, AL	 5:22	 5:28	 5:34	 5:40	 5:46	 5:51
	 Nashville, TN	 5:17	 5:25	 5:32	 5:39	 5:46	 5:52
	 Orlando, FL	 6:08	 6:13	 6:18	 6:23	 6:28	 6:33
	 Wilmington, NC	 5:45	 5:52	 5:59	 6:05	 6:12	 6:17

Sunset
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Chris Holland
IIW Canada

Jose Suazo
Vida International

Ann Marie & Eric Bates
Family Coach

WATCH, STAND 
FAST IN 

THE FAITH, BE 
BRAVE, 

BE STRONG.
I Corinthians 16:13 404-299-1832
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