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The Church Can Support
     People With Disabilities

How would you minister to someone who has impaired hearing? Communication could be 
difficult, especially if the person you’re ministering to uses sign language and you do not. The 
presence of a translator could help, but this interferes with confidentiality and may inhibit the 
person from sharing concerns that are intimate or embarrassing. Lip-reading, face-to-face con-
tact, and visual communication may be more important than they are in other approaches to 
ministry — but could this hinder your style of helping? People who are hearing impaired often 
have problems with depression, loneliness, or relationships, but these are difficult to discuss if 
communication is blocked by faulty hearing. Some people encounter prejudice or misunder-
standing, even from sensitive Christian helpers who mean well.

Hearing impairment is one example of a disability. The word refers to any mental, physical, or 
emotional condition or impairment that can hinder a person’s ability to function normally. People 
whose disabilities interfere with optimal life adjustment usually are described as disabled. These 
disabilities may range from minor issues that are almost unnoticed to disabilities that are severely 
inhibiting. The handicaps may be physical, mental, or both. They can result from congenital im-
pairment, injury at birth or during childhood, or loss of some capacity later in life.

 It is rare to find completely disabled people. While there are things that the disabled person 
cannot do, there also are many things that he or she can do. Medical treatment is designed to 
assist the disabled person as much as possible in the physical area, and the rehabilitation task is 
to help the individual live with the disability and reach maximum effectiveness.

How can the Church Assist Families?
It is extremely difficult for parents to discover that their child is disabled or impaired. Parental 

guilt, rejection of the disabled person, overprotection, criticism of physicians or schools, impa-
tience with other family members, unrealistic expectations, feelings of embarrassment, and anger 
with God are all common. Many parents of a child with a disability show increased levels of anxi-
ety and depression, lowered self-concepts and self-esteem, feelings of frustration, and decreased 
marital and personal satisfaction.

Children who are born with disabilities learn to accept these as they adjust to life. If the disabil-
ity comes later, however, the adjustment usually is much more difficult. When we lose a limb, go 
blind, or lose control over some part of the body, we suffer grief reactions. Often there is shock, 
denial, anger, sometimes unrealistic hope, and often depression. People wonder why, and some-
times expect that God will heal. When healing doesn’t come, there may be despair, thoughts of 
suicide, sadness about being a burden to others, and a sense of hopelessness about the future. 

The Church can assist people with disabilities to escape from this emotional trap. The process 
will take time, but often it comes as the disabled person is helped to express feelings and to 
consider possibilities for living as fulfilling a life as possible. Sometimes this involves learning to 
live with physical limitations, overcoming transportation barriers, learning to cope with society’s 
stereotypes, building a positive self-concept, finding a suitable vocation, and developing a will-
ingness to accept help with those things that can no longer be done without assistance.

In helping people cope and adjust to their losses, the church member/leader is unlikely to work 
alone in traditional one-to-one interaction. Helping often involves cooperative work with phys-
ical therapists, educators, physicians, and other specialists. It may involve cooperation with the 
friends and family of the person living with the disability.

Also, as a helper, it may involve looking at your own attitudes. If you jump to invalid conclu-
sions about the physically disabled, are uncomfortable assisting people with disabilities, or have 
biases about their supposed moods or attitudes, then you are not likely to be effective in your 
help. Regardless of your attitudes, learn from people with disabilities, and your whole approach 
to ministry is likely to change.

Jesus was much concerned about people with disabilities. He accepted them completely and 
met their needs. The Church must do likewise. This important ministry may require creative ap-
proaches, forsaking some favorite techniques, and creating a network of helpers. This can be 
rewarding work, however, especially if one sees EVERY person growing in skills, psychological 
stability, and spiritual maturity. 
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David Smith, Ph.D., president of Southern Adventist University, was the weekend speaker.
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by jim davidson

A lot changes in 50 years. Fifty 
years ago, Lyndon Johnson was 
President. The United States 
was fighting in the Vietnam 

War, and the price of gasoline was .32 cents 
per gallon. A first class stamp cost five 
cents, and the average price of a home was 
$23,300. It was in 1966 that Medicare was 
instituted, and the last Studebaker rolled 
off the assembly line. Yes, things certainly 
changed in 50 years!

However, one thing has not changed, and 
that is the impact that physicians/dentists 
and health professionals have upon minis-
try and outreach throughout the Southern 
Union. The Seventh-day Adventist Church 
since its inception has been active in uti-
lizing health professionals to further the 
Gospel commission. 

One of the methods by which this 
Church view is kept vibrant in the South-
ern Union is by holding a biennial conven-
tion for health care professionals. The first 
of these was held 50 years ago.

It was in 1966 that the Southern Union 
held the very first medical/dental conven-
tion in Gatlinburg, Tennessee. More than 

Ministry 
Through 
Healthcare
Medical, Dental, Health Professionals 
Celebrate 50th Anniversary
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Convention attendees enjoy the Sabbath 
luncheon.
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Southern Adventist University’s I Cantori performed during the weekend.
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200 gathered to fellowship, worship, and 
exchange ideas of how to impact their 
communities for Christ. That tradition 
continues in the Southern Union.

October 6-9, 2016, saw more than 400 
health professionals and their families 
gathered at the Marriott Evergreen Re-
sort in Stone Mountain, Georgia, for the 
50-year anniversary of this event. Even 
though hurricane Matthew was threaten-
ing the coast and prevented a number from 
attending, God blessed Stone Mountain 
with perfect fall weather.

As the attendees gathered, there were 
only a few who had been present 50 years 
earlier for the first convention. One of those 
was James Ray McKinney, M.D., who be-
gan practicing medicine in Greeneville, 
Tennessee, in 1960, and today is still prac-
ticing medicine. He remembers the work 
of the late Harold Roll, Southern Union ex-
ecutive secretary in 1966, and the late Joe 
Crews, M.D., as being instrumental in the 
beginning of this work. 

That first convention took place at the 
Mountain View Hotel in Gatlinburg, Ten-
nessee. Though the hotel was destroyed 

long ago, the memories are still fresh in 
the minds of those who attended. George 
Mills, M.D., prior to his recent death, re-
membered the rich fellowship that took 
place among the health professionals who 
attended. Not only did Mills attend the first 
convention, but soon was bringing with 
him his family. One of his sons, Rob Mills, 
M.D., remembers growing up attending 
these conventions, and that they were al-
ways a highlight for their family — a time 
to see friends whom they hadn’t seen, 
perhaps in a long while. This family tradi-
tion continues into the third generation of 
physicians with Jonathan Mills, M.D., of 
Charleston, South Carolina, and Christina 
Mills Bersan, M.D., of Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee. What a special time it was to see 
this family gathered to continue in the rich 
tradition that was begun 50 years ago.

David Smith, Ph.D., president of South-
ern Adventist University in Collegedale, 
Tennessee, was the speaker for the week-
end. He challenged each person to be bal-
anced in their life, and to make sure that 
the heavy demands of their profession did 
not crowd out time with God and their 

families. John S. Nixon Sr., D.Min., exec-
utive secretary of the South Central Con-
ference in Nashville, Tennessee, provided 
a dynamic Sabbath School discussion. In-
spiring music was provided by the Kings 
Heralds Quartet, I Cantori of Southern 
Adventist University, Judy and Josianne 
Bailey, and Jaclyn Pruehs. There was also 
wonderful children’s programming for all 
ages, coordinated by Marlene and Dave 
Colburn.

While this was the 50th anniversary 
of the convention, it was not focused on 
the past. Future health professionals were 
represented by eight students from the 
pre-medical/pre-dental clubs of Southern 
Adventist University. These students were 
sponsored by the Southern Union, and 
chosen by Southern Adventist University 
to attend the convention. Each student was 
paired with a host family for the weekend. 
This host family was a physician or dentist 
who spent time with the student, and was 
available to them for any questions they 
might have.

An expanded number of continuing ed-
ucation classes were offered that included 
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Children’s programming for all ages 
was coordinated by Marlene and Dave 
Colburn.
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James Ray McKinney, M.D., and his wife, Phyllis, are 50-year attendees.
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Eight Southern Adventist University pre-medical/pre-dental club students were 
sponsored by the Southern Union to attend the convention.
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not only physicians and dentists, but nurs-
es, physical therapists, optometrists, nurse 
practitioners, and more. These classes not 
only keep health professionals current with 
the latest developments in their field, but 
weave into the classes how the participants 
can use their professions for witness and 
leadership for Christ. As Jonathan Mills, 
M.D., stated, “These are not only continu-
ing medical education (CME) credits, but 
‘Christian medical education’ credits as 
well.”

Indeed, these men and women are mak-
ing large impacts in their local churches 
and communities throughout the Southern 
Union. From ministering to their patients 
in the office and hospital settings, to con-
ducting diabetes prevention clinics, to 
serving as leaders in their local churches, 
these dedicated professionals are making a 
big difference for God.

Another way a difference is made is 
by volunteering for medical mission trips 
throughout the world. The Southern Union 
has entered into a partnership with Florida 
Hospital Global Mission to provide oppor-
tunity for health professionals to share their 
talents through Florida Hospital’s dynamic 
mission initiatives. Ruth Bowling of Glob-
al Mission, gave a presentation on Sabbath 
morning inviting the attendees to partici-
pate in one of Florida Hospital’s mission 
trips. Florida Hospital is providing much 
needed medical services around the globe, 
including the countries of Peru, Haiti, and 
Ethiopia. As the different health care spe-

cialties that were represented at the conven-
tion, as well as others, join with these mis-
sion endeavors, it will expand the mission 
outreach of the Southern Union far beyond 
its borders. If any health care provider is 
interested in joining one of these mission 
outreaches, please contact the Medical/
Dental/Health Professional Department of 
the Southern Union or Global Mission at 
Florida Hospital.

Also, an illustration was given of the dif-
ference that can be made in someone’s life 
right here at home by Tim Pursley, M.D., a 
practicing physician from Orlando, Florida. 
He is participating in a research program 
called “Faith in Practice.” This research 
project evaluates physicians’ thoughts on 
introducing a spiritual component to the 

physician/patient relationship. This re-
search project is being done throughout the 
Adventist Health System network.  

Each physician has agreed to ask their 
patients three simple questions:

1.	Do you have a religious or spiritual 
support system in times of need?

2.	Do you have any religious beliefs that 
might influence your medical deci-
sions?

3.	Do you have any other spiritual con-
cerns that you would like someone to 
address?

The responses to these questions are 
then documented in the patient’s chart as 
a “spiritual history.” Pursley shared that 
these three simple questions have opened 
many doors with his patients. It has provid-
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John S. Nixon Sr., D.Min., South Central 
Conference executive secretary, led in 
the Sabbath School discussion.
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The Mills family represents two generations of physicians: Jonathan (left), Christian, 
Joyce, and Rob.
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ed him with many opportunities to discuss 
spiritual matters, and to pray with his pa-
tients.

Pursley said, “Many patients have re-
sponded with statements such as, ‘I have 
never had a physician pray with me before,’ 
and ‘I cannot thank you enough for taking 
the time to pray with me.’ Others just re-
sponded with simple tears in their eyes, 
and a look of such deep appreciation that 
no words were necessary for the impact of 
what just happened in their lives.”

In sharing his experiences with the 
convention, Pursley added, “One of my 
patients opened my eyes to the power of 
prayer, and to the unique opportunity that 
we as health care providers have to wit-
ness to our patients. This particular patient 
writes a blog on the Internet. After one of-
fice visit she wrote this on her blog:

My general physician is wonderful. He 
is young and dedicated, and cares deeply 
for his patients.

When I was at the very lowest point, 
after losing the love of my life, I went to 
see him. I weighed 92 pounds. I had all 
the classic signs of major depression, and 
fought anxiety minute by minute. Much 
to my chagrin, I burst out sobbing in his 
office. He wasn’t shocked in the least at 
seeing a 67-year-old woman crying over a 
broken heart.

He sat quietly and listened intently, 
while I poured out my heart. He prescribed 
short-term anti-anxiety and anti-depres-
sant medication, but he did something 

much more healing than merely providing 
chemical solutions. He said, “In some sit-
uations there is only one way I can really 
help my patients,” and he took my hand 
and started to pray. I am not a praying 
person, and I was rather shocked, but I 
remember the wonderfully calm feeling 
that came over me because someone cared 
enough to intercede for me. He prayed that 
my heart would heal, and that I would find 
peace and friendship. He asked for healing 
to come to me.

It made me think differently about reli-
gion. This was not proselytizing, or “thine 
is the kingdom and the glory” kind of 
preaching heard so often in churches and 
on TV. This man felt empathy and sympa-
thy for a fellow human being who was in 
trouble. He cared enough to use his spiri-
tual resources to help me through the pain 
and darkness I was feeling.  

I can relate to this kind of religion.
Pursley added, “I look at each and ev-

ery visit now as an opportunity to do more 
than just treat illness and manage chronic 
disease. I look at it as an opportunity to in-
troduce someone to the healing power of 
Christ. It has invigorated my practice and 
makes me feel much more excited about 
getting up and going to work every day, 
wondering, ‘Which heart am I going to 
touch today?’”

It is this kind of experience and this kind 
of fervor that permeates those who attend 
the convention. These kinds of stories are 
duplicated many times over throughout the 

Southern Union as physicians and dentists, 
nurses and physical therapists, pharmacists 
and nurse practitioners, and other health 
professionals daily go about their jobs, ev-
er remembering that God has placed them 
where they are so they can represent Him.

McKinney said, “These conventions 
keep our focus on the healing ministry of 
Christ … and that has been a blessing to 
me, and to many physicians and dentists.”

At the first convention, there was a quo-
tation from the Spirit of Prophecy that was 
printed in their program bulletin. That 
same quotation was again printed in the 
program booklet this year, 50 years later. 
This quotation is instructive and still rep-
resents the position of the Southern Union. 
Ellen White wrote, “Medical missionary 
work is in no case to be divorced from the 
gospel ministry. The Lord has specified 
that the two shall be as closely connected 
as the arm is with the body. Without this 
union neither part of the work is complete,” 
Testimonies, volume 6, pages 240, 241.

We are so thankful for the host of med-
ical professionals in the Southern Union 
who are daily representing Jesus to thou-
sands of people.

Jim Davidson is the executive secretary 
and medical/dental/health professionals 
director at the Southern Union in Nor-
cross, Georgia.
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Nearly 6,000 Pathfinders and staff gathered for the Southern Union Pathfinder Camporee, held October 12-16, 2016, at Camp 
Kulaqua in High Springs, Florida. 
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“Jesus For Me” 
Camporeeby ken rogers

Nearly 6,000 Pathfinders and staff 
gathered for the Southern Union Path-
finder Camporee, held October 12-

16, 2016, at Camp Kulaqua in High Springs, 
Florida. This event brought participants from 
across the Southern Union territory, and high-
lighted the theme of “Jesus For Me.” 

Great speakers shared with the young people 
throughout the Camporee. Ron Smith, D.Min., 
Ph.D., president of the Southern Union, provid-
ed the keynote address, and Stephen Arrington 
told his transformational story from crime to 
following Christ. Armando Miranda, North 
American Division Pathfinder leader, chal-
lenged the Camporee attendees to be faithful 
to Jesus. Jose Rojas, director of Movementum, 
called for the Pathfinders to be the church of 
today, and to live their lives solely for Jesus 
Christ. Thousands stood in commitment as a 

response to the invitation to be an example to 
the world. Terry Johnson had the closing night 
message and spoke of the faithfulness of Jesus 
in his life, as he has served as U.S. Presidential 
Honor Guard for three U.S. Presidents.

The Camporee was organized by the 
Southern Union and Conference youth di-
rectors. The planning took place over the last 
couple years, and was designed to offer more 
activities than the Pathfinders could actually 
participate in during the Camporee. There 
were many honor classes that were offered, 
and a host of activities for the young people 
to engage in, including these: Messiah’s Man-
sion, with a walk-through of the Sanctuary 
display, and an opportunity to earn an honor 
patch; The Wild World of Animals Show; a 
quad bungee trampoline jump; the Camp 
Kulaqua zip line; a climbing wall and Tow-

er of Faith Jump; the Camp Kulaqua Zoo; 
the Teen Zone for teen Pathfinders only; nu-
merous inflatables; go-karting; the Adventist 
Youth Museum, with Pathfinder memorabilia 
displayed; and of course the popular Camp 
Kulaqua Water Park, where on Thursday and 
Friday afternoon there were a thousand indi-
viduals enjoying the water activities. 

A unique Pioneer Village coordinated 
by the Carolina Conference displayed pio-
neer activities such as crafting, Dutch oven 
cookery, hatchet throwing, and fire-building 
skills. The Pioneer Village was also home to 
the Blacksmithing Shoppe, where Pathfind-
ers were able to operate an old-time authen-
tic blacksmith set up with blower, coal, and 
anvil to create a couple take-home items. 
This activity was popular for many, and 
added to the aura of original Pathfindering. 
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The Blacksmithing honor was also offered.
A large outdoor stage was erected with 

lighting, sound, and LED screens so that 
the evening program could be viewed by 
all in attendance. A professional production 
company, Innovative Minds, coordinated 
the outdoor venue and was instrumental in 
the programming philosophy and delivery 
of the on stage programs. Many found the 
evening programs to be the highlight of the 
day, with special features that included a 
talented ventriloquist, Ryan and Friends; 
Ben Roy with his Science Zone projects; 
and Rich Aquilera, also known as the Mud 
Guy. The programs included worshipful 
group singing led by Richard Hickam, and 
prayers offered by Pathfinders in both En-
glish and Spanish. The Pathfinders enjoyed 
seeing the pictures of themselves in the 
various activities that were shared during 

the video day in review feature.
Hundreds of Pathfinders and a few staff 

recited two Camporee memory verses 
directly to Ken Rogers, Southern Union 
youth director, during the event, and were 
awarded a special pin for their memoriza-
tion. Pin trading was wildly popular, and 
many Pathfinders were engaged in trad-
ing and purchasing pins from vendors and 
each other. Each registered Pathfinder and 
staff received a commemorative patch, 
pin, and backpack shoulder sling with the 
Camporee logo. The next Southern Union 
Pathfinder Camporee will be held in the 
year 2021, and the date and location will be 
announced later.

Phil Younts, Camp Kulaqua director, 
and the entire Camp Kulaqua staff provid-
ed a most gracious attitude and accommo-
dation for all the Camporee participants. 

Not only were all the amenities of Camp 
Kulaqua made available, but the entire 
staff was engaged in creating a positive ex-
perience for each one. All were not treated 
as guests, but as family. 

Bill Tracy, director of the Collegedale 
Explorers, states, “Not only our Pathfind-
ers, but our staff as well were encouraged 
and blessed especially with Pastor Jose’s 
messages. This Camporee will have life-
long impact on each one here.” And indeed, 
that is the desired outcome for a Union-
wide Camporee, that this experience will 
provide an anchor point in the spiritual 
journey of a young person. Perhaps when 
a youth experiences the challenges of life 
and the attack of the enemy, maybe a song, 
a remembered sermon, a prayer, a conver-
sation, a shared activity will remind them 
that Jesus is for them.
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Pathfinders from the Conyers, Georgia, Church
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Kentucky-Tennessee Pathfinders
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BLESSINGS COME 
When You Open Your Hand

BY KAREN WILLIAMS

Janelle Smith has a message for 
you. If you have a blessing, a 
hobby, a well-loved activity, 

you hold the keys to joy. But, you 
must open your hand.

Smith, a member of the Ooltewah 
Church in Ooltewah, Tennessee, has 
lived around horses since childhood. 
For most of that time she quietly kept 
her beloved horses to herself. Lately, 
however, if you drop by her house on 
a Thursday evening, you will likely 
find a cluster of young girls and their 
mothers talking quietly around a fire. 
They will have Bibles in their laps, 
or perhaps The Desire of Ages. Their 
study follows horseback riding and a 
potluck supper. The girls range from 
age three to 19 years, though most 
are somewhere closer to 10 or 12. Be-
cause of the friendship and the hors-
es, it’s every girl’s dream of a well-
spent afternoon. For their hostess, it 
is a new and pleasurable twist on a 
pastime she has long enjoyed.

“I felt very blessed as a child to 
have a horse,” Smith explains. “I 
knew it wasn’t the norm for most lit-
tle girls my age. Much later, when my 
own little girl started having friends 
over who loved horses but weren’t 
able to have their own, I decided to 
start a “Horsey Night” Bible study 
ministry.

“I was once told that if our hands 
are open, then God is able to take 
from them as well as put into them. When 
I realized the blessing God has given me 
— to still have horses 34 years later — it 
all made sense. Why not bless these other 
girls with horses and God’s love all at the 
same time?”

Sara Danese certainly feels that blessing. 

Janelle Smith followed her passion and 
discovered blessings and joy. On Thursdays, 
Smith offers something called Horsey Night 
at her home for girls, ages three to 19. Hors-
ey Night includes Bible study, horseback 
riding, and a potluck supper.
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As a 19-year-old freshman at Southern, 
she misses her horse and her family back 
home. But, since meeting Janelle at the 
Ooltewah Church, she has a family away 
from home. She eats Sabbath dinner with 
the Smith family, and also attends Horsey 
Night. “Horsey Night is definitely a high-
light of my week,” she says. “It’s such a 

blessing to be able to interact with 
horses, but, even more, to fellowship, 
study, and pray with fellow believers. 
I feel so fortunate that God led me to 
the Horsey Night group.” As the old-
est “girl” in the group, Sara mentors 
the younger ones and acts as a posi-
tive role model.

Moms appreciate the blessing of 
Smith’s ministry, as well.

Mom Sandy Hesler puts it like 
this: “What has Horsey Night meant 
to us? A time to make connections 
with friends, a time to grow stronger 
in overcoming fears, a time to be en-
couraged to turn our eyes upon Jesus 
and look fully in His face.”

Jaime Simulis, mom to the two 
youngest members of the group, adds, 
“I look forward to our Bible study on 
Thursdays and make it a priority. It 
allows me to have a more personal 
connection with our Creator. I really 
feel like the group is an extension of 
my family; I feel very comfortable 
expressing myself, and asking others 
questions. We have a fun time every 
week. I also appreciate that we can 
personalize it and change it however 
we like, but we’re still worshipping 
the Lord and bringing more focus on 
Him instead of ourselves. This group 
has changed my life and my heart.” 
Then she adds, “We all need to open 
our lives and hearts to God. Why not 
start a worship group that you can 

make your own?”
The number of people Horsey Night 

reaches is not large. The time spent is 
what’s significant. By opening her hand, 
by sharing what God has given her, Smith 
has discovered a unique ministry that fits 
her perfectly.  
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STUDENT WITH 
CEREBRAL PALSY 

Participates in Madison Academy Cross Country Race
BY DEVON BARDO

The Apostle Paul describes the Chris-
tian journey as a race. During this 
race you face obstacles of tempta-

tion. Thankfully, Jesus has overcome them 
already, and now guides through them. 

Madison Academy (MA) encourages 
their students as they run this spiritual race 
in and out of the classroom. This year, out 
on the field the MA students have learned 
important lessons in how to be a contend-
er in cross country. Running is more than 
pushing the pace; it is about perseverance, 
confidence and focus. It’s these characteris-
tics that are instilled in Madison’s runners. 
Take it from Devon Bardo, an MA senior. 

Born with cerebral palsy (CP), Devon 
knew that his life was going to be very dif-
ferent. And, he was right … for the most 
part. He had no faith in himself because 
he felt limited by CP. Coach Raphan Ley, 
MA’s Acro coach and science teacher, saw 
something in Devon that he hadn’t seen in 

himself. He was resilient. Ley pushed Dev-
on to get out of his comfort zone, mostly in 
school and then out on the field. After ma-
ny refusals, Devon hesitantly agreed to do 
a race with Madison’s cross country team. 

Instantly, regret washed over Devon, and 
he tried to back out. But Ley wouldn’t let 
him break his promise. Devon realized that 
a man is only as good as his word, so he 
followed through with the race. 

Race day came, and teams from five 
schools filled the Madison field. The heats 
started with the K-2 runners, then third- 
and fourth-graders, middle school, and 
finally the high school heat. The whistle 
blew and off went the runners, including 
Devon. It was a tight 5K race with two of 
MA’s runners taking first and second place 
at 20:44 minutes and 21:29 minutes. Twen-
ty minutes later, Devon was still trekking 
and making his way toward the finish line. 
His teammates and several runners from 

other teams joined him on the last stretch. 
As Devoncrossed the finish line, he had 
a new sense of accomplishment. He de-
scribes his race like this: “It was very hum-
bling for me to see all the runners from 
other teams come together in community, 
one of the goals of Madison Academy’s 
athletic program. Everyone kept cheering 
me on, even when they weren’t part of our 
school. To have so many finish the race 
with me ... now, THAT was powerful. I am 
so glad to be part of this school.”

Empowering the students with confi-
dence, compassion, and collaboration is 
something we strive for at Madison Acad-
emy. Devon Bardo directly experienced 
this, not just with his teammates, but with 
the other runners as well. That is what God 
has tasked us to do — come together as a 
community of believers and help one an-
other finish the race.

Devon surrounded by other runners
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How Do Doctors Feel About Their Patients’

 Spiritual Needs?
by Mario Roberts

A first-of-its-kind study of spirituali-
ty in physician practices, conduct-
ed by Adventist Health System, 

a faith-based health care organization, in 
collaboration with the Duke University 
School of Medicine’s Center for Spiritu-
ality, Theology, and Health, has reached 
its completion. The year-long study, called 
Faith in Practice, examines the attitudes 
and practices of physicians as they relate 
to the integration of spirituality in patient 
care. It was designed to introduce practical 
strategies for the application of spiritual 
care in outpatient physician care. 

“What we learn from this study could 
in many ways positively change the way 
care is administered, and that is exciting,” 
said Don Jernigan, Ph.D., president/CEO 
of Adventist Health System. “Our organi-
zation’s mission of Extending the Healing 
Ministry of Christ is as much about the 
spiritual as it is the clinical, and it’s only 
fitting that we are at the leading edge of a 
study of this nature.”

The study, conducted in more than two 
dozen Adventist Health System facilities 
across Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, 
and Illinois, included roughly 520 physi-
cians and providers of varying faiths, and 
some with no religious affiliation at all, 
who volunteered to participate and ask 
three questions to the patients they see: 

•	 Do you have a faith-based support sys-
tem to help you in times of need? 

•	 Do you have any religious beliefs that 
might influence your medical deci-
sions? 

•	 Do you have any other spiritual con-
cerns that you would like someone to 
address?  

“We want to see how physicians view 
spiritual assessments of patients, and if they 
view it as an integral part of their practice,” 
said Ted Hamilton, M.D., vice president of 
medical mission for Adventist Health Sys-
tem. “It’s really about whole-person care, and 
if addressing the spiritual needs of patients 
can help contribute to improved outcomes, 

there is no reason why health care providers 
shouldn’t view the integration of spirituality 
in physician practices as good medicine.”

As part of the study, physicians began 
by taking a brief survey to assess their at-
titudes and practices toward addressing the 
spiritual issues of patients in clinical prac-
tice, which was followed by an orientation. 
Participating physicians then retook the 
survey one month after the orientation, and 
again after a year of experience assessing 
patients’ spiritual needs in practice. 

“The sheer number of physicians who 
volunteered to participate in the study seems 
to indicate that there is a large cohort of pro-
viders who, with patient permission and the 
proper training and support, will embrace 
spiritual assessments in their practice,” said 
Kathy Perno, director of medical mission in-
tegration for Adventist Health System. 

Other research studies have shown that 
nearly three-quarters of patients who enter 
a primary doctor’s practice would welcome 
dialog with their physician about spiritual-
ity. The Faith in Practice project follows 
30 years of research by Harold G. Koenig, 
M.D., director of the Center for Spirituali-
ty, Theology, and Health at the Duke Uni-
versity School of Medicine, that suggests 
a direct relationship between spiritual and 
religious involvement and human health. 

“Caring for the spiritual needs of patients 
dealing with an ailment can be influential 
as it pertains to their psychological health 
and their ability to manage the situation at 
hand,” said Koenig. “There is a tremen-
dous number of patients who are at least 
open to discussing their spiritual needs 
with their physician, and we are seeking to 
find greater understanding of physicians’ 
willingness and satisfaction in engaging 
patients on this topic.” 

After extensive analysis, the results from 
the Faith in Practice study are expected to 
be released in the mid-to-late 2017.

More than 400 physicians participated in a national study conducted by Adventist 
Health System that examined their experiences assessing the spiritual needs of patients.
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The 

Silver and Gold 
are Mine, Declares the Lord

by mariel lombardi

Nayeli and Anthony Nix attend the 
Collegedale Hispanic-American 
Church on the campus of South-

ern Adventist University in Collegedale, 
Tennessee. This church has embarked on 
a project supported by the University. The 
number of Hispanic students have grown 
significantly in recent years, and Southern 
is the only University that has an Hispan-
ic church on its campus. This allows the 
students to be active, serving in different 
ministries. This is the stage where there is 
a greater percentage of young people leav-
ing the Adventist Church. Involving them 
in the leadership of the local church, and 
offering programs focused on spiritual 
growth, is part of the solution to this prob-
lem, as it affirms their sense of spiritual 
identity.

The attendance of young people in this 
church has grown remarkably. The tem-
ple is small. For this reason, they have 
launched a project that includes the con-
struction of a building with a capacity for 
700 people. It will have a media production 
center to facilitate the mission — to record 
and broadcast evangelism programs — of 
the members and students. Money is being 
collected via donations and the financial 
commitments acquired by the members. 

They are praying a lot, because this is 
not an easy goal for a small congregation. 
However, since the project will take time, 
the members have decided not to wait un-
til they have the new building to continue 
their mission. They are developing evan-
gelistic campaigns on social networks, 
and these are recorded and distributed as 
material for evangelism. Many countries 
within the Hispanic world are reached 
this way. Nearly 60,000 people are follow-
ing the campaigns, and the students and 
church members are enthusiastically col-

laborating. The story of Anthony Nix and 
his wife, Nayeli, took place in this context. 

One Saturday morning, Nayeli was 
helping out in an activity of the Children’s 
Department. Her husband sat alone during 
worship service. Joel Barrios, pastor of the 
Collegedale Hispanic-American Church, 
preached a sermon appealing to the broth-
erhood to collaborate in this endeavor. He 
expressed that this might require sacrific-
es. Anthony listened very carefully, and 
was not pressured by the sermon, but was 
filled with a huge desire to devote time and 
money into this cause.

Whenever they make a financial deci-
sion, the Nixes do not act until they are 
both in agreement. This time, with a bit of 
fear of deciding independently, Anthony 
promised God to give about 90 percent of 
his January 2017 salary. Not having con-
sulted with his wife, he was a little tense. 
In his mind, he rehearsed over and over the 
way he would tell her about his decision. 

Nayeli is a full-time student, and ahs 
and her husband have three small children. 
Anthony is studying theology part-time 
and working at the University’s super-
market, where his salary is earned by an-
swering the telephone, doing accounting 
work, and helping with the purchasing of 
merchandise. Giving the news to his wife 

would not be easy, he thought. As he did 
so, her response was, “WHAT?” Without 
disguising her astonishment. As if to soft-
en the situation, Anthony proposed that 
they listen to the sermon the pastor had 
preached, and she did not object. After lis-
tening attentively, she said with certainty: 
“I am willing to make that sacrifice, and I 
am happy to help others know God.” An-
thony’s happiness could not be described.

During that time the management of the 
supermarket changed. The new manager 
assessed Anthony’s responsibilities, and 
realized that his salary did not cover them. 
Generally, the increases granted are three 
or four percent per year, which is equiva-
lent to about $500 per year. To Anthony’s 
surprise, the increase that was granted far 
exceeded what he had expected and what 
he had donated for the project.

God does not need our money. He gave 
Anthony more than he had donated to the 
church. He only wants our trust, because 
He knows that we need it to walk our way 
in peace with the security of His care.

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the 
Lord, and whose hope is the Lord. For he 
shall be like a tree planted by the waters, 
which spreads out its roots by the river, 
and will not fear when heat comes; but its 
leaf will be green, and will not be anxious 
in the year of drought, nor will cease from 
yielding fruit,” Jeremiah 17:7, 8 NKJV.

Mariel Lombar-
di is the SURF cus-
tomer service and 
accounts manager 
at the Southern 
Union in Norcross, 
Georgia.

Anthony and Nayeli Nix with their three 
children, Denise, Anthony, and Areli.
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It’s all smiles as Wanda Forbes and her husband reunite with some of 
the Florida Hospital employees who are committed to providing free 
care to those who need it the most. Pictured are Adam Wamack (left), 
Florida Hospital Foundation; Barry Egolf, Cath Lab manager; and Wan-
da Forbes, Heart Care Center patient, and her husband, Robert Forbes. 

Wanda Forbes describes the compassionate care she re-
ceived at Florida Hospital’s Heart Care Center, and how this 
free clinic helped save her life. 

Central Florida’s Only Free Heart 
Clinic for Uninsured is “a God-send”

Florida Hospital’s Trina Hidalgo Heart 
Care Center was established to provide 
exceptional medical treatment and com-

passionate care to uninsured and Medicaid 
heart failure and cardiology patients. Count-
less underserved patients have their lives back 
because of the care they received, and one 
woman credits the clinic with saving her life. 

Wanda Forbes was nearly three months in-
to a new job when she suffered a heart attack. 
Doctors rushed Forbes into surgery and saved 
her life, but she faced new setbacks: She was 
uninsured and — soon after — laid off.

Forbes needed vital follow-up medical 
care, but without insurance or income she 
couldn’t pay for medications or office visits. 
She went six months without cardiac care.

That was until her husband took her to the 
Trina Hidalgo Heart Care Center, the only 
clinic of its kind in central Florida. The clinic 
provides free care to the uninsured suffering 
from cardiac conditions.

Since opening its doors in Orlando 10 years 
ago, more than 2,000 people have been treated 
at the Heart Care Center. Combined, they’ve 

made more than 21,000 visits over the years.
“It’s amazing. It’s a God-send,” said 

Forbes. “I am just so grateful.”
About 45 percent of the Heart Care Cen-

ter’s patients have heart failure — a disabling 
condition with a 50 percent death rate within 
five years.

The Heart Care Center is a national model 
to ensure no heart failure or cardiology pa-
tient goes without medical treatment due to 
an inability to pay, while also reducing read-
mission rates and health care costs for all.

The team at the Heart Care Center, funded 
by Florida Hospital and the Florida Hospital 
Foundation, ensures patients are educated 
about their condition, linked to community 
resources, and receive consistent care. The 
clinical team also makes sure patients are 
supported in other ways, such as with trans-
portation to appointments.

“We are called to extend the healing min-
istry of Christ, not just in our hospitals, but 
in our community,” said Kimberly Bell, 
assistant vice president of operations with 
Florida Hospital’s Cardiovascular Institute. 

“The Trina Hidalgo Heart Care Center is the 
perfect example of what happens when our 
community and other organizations come to-
gether and help our neighbors with life-sav-
ing health care that they otherwise could not 
afford.”

The Trina Hidalgo Heart Care Center 
has been supported by Florida Hospital and 
through private donations — roughly $2 mil-
lion has been provided through the Florida 
Hospital Foundation.

In honor of the 10-year anniversary of the 
Trina Hidalgo Heart Care Center, Cushman 
& Wakefield announced a $125,000 dona-
tion to the Florida Hospital Foundation, ear-
marked for the Center.

“The Heart Care Center does so much for 
so many with so little, and we feel honored 
to support their efforts,” said Jeffrey S. Swee-
ney, senior director at Cushman & Wakefield 
of Florida. “Cushman & Wakefield is pleased 
to be part of a continued legacy of giving to 
those in need.” 

BY meghan halley
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Adventist Health System’s sixth annual Patient Experience 
Summit was attended by more than 700 health professionals 
and highlighted “Uncommon Compassion” in caregiving.

Patience Carter, a survivor of the July 2016 Pulse nightclub shooting 
in Orlando, Fla., reflects on the compassionate care she received as a 
patient at Florida Hospital during the 2016 Patient Experience Summit. 

Patient Experience Summit 
Underscores “Uncommon 
Compassion” in Caregiving

Adventist Health System (AHS) recent-
ly held its sixth annual Patient Expe-
rience Summit in Kissimmee, Fla. 

The two-day event, hosted by AHS’ corporate 
patient experience team, brought together more 
than 700 health professionals and caregivers 
from across the country to recognize the orga-
nization’s system-wide efforts to enhance the 
patient experience, and provided an expansive 
forum that included renowned speakers, best 
practice sharing, continuing education, and net-
working opportunities. 

The theme of this year’s Summit, “Uncom-
mon Compassion,” was on full display from 
the start as the summit opened with a welcome 
and poignant patient story that centered on the 
life-saving care delivered by Florida Hospi-
tal Orlando for victims of the Pulse nightclub 
shooting in Orlando. Patience Carter, a survivor 
of the shooting who was treated at Florida Hos-
pital, was in attendance and took to the stage to 
recount the exceptional care, compassion, and 
support she received from the care team as a 
patient following the tragedy. She also had an 
opportunity to re-unite with the care team at the 
Summit.

Adventist Health System senior leaders were 
a fixture at the event, leading prayers, sharing 
stories that illustrate uncommon compassion, 
and outlining the organization’s vision and 
continuous commitment to further enhance the 
patient experience system-wide.

“The pioneers who started our health care 

system 150 years ago were motivated by un-
common compassion,” said Don Jernigan, 
Ph.D., president/CEO of Adventist Health 
System. “I believe that uncommon compas-
sion happens through God’s Spirit moving in 
a person’s life, and our mission of ‘Extending 
the Healing Ministry of Christ’ through the pa-
tient experience has a very direct and positive 
effect on patients and caregivers alike. As we 
aim for the top quartile nationally in patient 
experience, it will take caregivers who consis-
tently show this level of care and compassion.” 

Keynotes by nationally known speakers, 
including Press Ganey CEO Patrick Ryan, 
and CNO Christy Dempsey, in addition to Mi-
chael Hubble, managing director of The Advi-
sory Board, provided thought-provoking and 
insightful dialogue that focused on the latest 
and future health care trends, research related 
to patient-centered care, as well as family and 
employee engagement. National speaker Vicki 
Hess provided deeper insights into employee 
engagement and its strong connection to the pa-
tient experience, while national patient speaker 
Tiffany Christensen shared her own personal 
health care journey in a compelling presen-
tation about always keeping the patient at the 
center of care. All keynote sessions focused on 
the “why,” reiterating the importance of AHS’ 
intentional efforts to deliver uncommon com-
passion to patients and families every day. 

Breakout sessions throughout the summit 
featured top-performers who shared their best 

BY Mario Roberts

practices and journeys, in addition to topics 
like leadership rounding, CREATION Health, 
and post-acute care, providing educational 
and collaboration opportunities for attendees.

The patient experience mobile application 
was also prominently featured during the 
Summit, enabling the event to go nearly pa-
perless throughout. The app allowed attendees 
to access personalized agendas, view a re-
al-time activity feed, share photos, and com-
municate with others at the Summit.

Additionally, numerous facilities and care 
teams across AHS were recognized for their 
achievements and patient experience efforts 
in areas that include inpatient, emergency de-
partment, ambulatory surgery, outpatient, and 
post-acute services. 

“Patient experience is truly the embodiment 
of our mission of ‘Extending the Healing Min-
istry of Christ,’ and caregivers throughout our 
system deliver on that mission every single day,” 
said Pam Guler, vice president and chief patient 
experience officer for Adventist Health System. 
“It brings us great joy to see that so many em-
brace treating patients with uncommon compas-
sion, as if they were their own family members, 
and we believe the Patient Experience Summit 
will be a catalyst that only furthers those efforts.”

The 2016 Patient Experience Summit was 
sponsored by Adventist Health System partners 
Press Ganey and MyRounding.
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Women’s Retreat Receives Power 
During Storm

The women of the Carolina Confer-
ence are a determined and resource-
ful group. Even a hurricane couldn’t 

dissuade them from coming to their annual 
Women’s Retreat at Nosoca Pines Ranch.

The Hispanic women spent the week-
end together, September 30-October 1, 
2016, sharing fellowship and sisterly love, 
and gaining insights from their featured 
speakers: Antonieta Silva, a Venezuelan 
who now lives in Ecuador, and Magaly 
Minaya, who came from the Dominican 
Republic. Inspirational messages were 
heard throughout the weekend, including 
Saturday evening when Silva broached the 
often-avoided subject of the sexual side of 
marriage, and how it relates to a spiritually 
happy home.

The following weekend, October 7-9, it 
was time for the English-speaking wom-
en to travel to the camp, but a storm was 
brewing just off the Carolina shores. Hur-
ricane Matthew kept some from venturing 
out, but more than half of the original 240 
who registered braved the weather to at-
tend. The strong wind and rain knocked 
out the power on Sabbath, but the wor-
ship speaker, Brenda Walsh of 3ABN, just 
quipped, “God gave me a big voice for a 
reason,” and kept on talking. She shared 
her testimony with the women in the dark, 
but there was a glow of the Spirit on ev-
ery face as they listened to the Word of 
the Lord through His servant. This was 
the first retreat for the new women’s min-
istries director, Cynthia Mercer, but she 

BY Rebecca Carpenter

came through the whirlwind with much 
prayer and hard work, and was happy with 
the results of her team’s efforts.

The theme for both retreats was “Bless-
ed Beyond Measure.” If the response of 
these women was any indication, they cer-
tainly were.
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Antonieta Silva was the guest speaker 
for the retreat.
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Carolina Holds Lay Leadership 
Training for Church Growth

More than 80 individuals with a 
passion for church growth and a 
desire for evangelism training con-

vened at the Carolina Conference office in 
Charlotte, N.C., on September 17, 2016, 
for the second annual Lay Leader/Pas-

BY Rebecca carpenter

tor-Coach Training. This number was up 
from 67 attendees last year. The room was 
packed, which was encouraging to Brad 
Cauley, church planting and church growth 
director. He has been motivating and inspir-
ing the Carolina churches to keep moving 
forward in their expansion goals, and this 
event was intended to offer the tools to 
make it happen.

Testimonies and discussions were a big 
part of the day, providing a chance for lay 
leaders to share what does and does not 
work in the church planting arena. Maury 
Gilmore and Susan Smith, certified Chris-

tian conciliators through Peacemaker Min-
istries, shared tips on how to respond to 
conflict biblically. Evangelism training for 
church plants was given by the Carolina 
Conference evangelist, Steve Vail, and Cau-
ley presented a session on what is expected 
of church plant leaders.

The Conference has set high goals for 
church planting and church growth in the 
Carolinas, and is doing everything possible to 
meet them. Feel the call to make a difference? 
It’s time for you to get involved, too!

Carolina, South Atlantic Hold Joint 
Evangelistic Crusade

Recently, several of the church mem-
bers in the Raleigh and Durham, 
N.C., areas had the opportunity to 

participate in an evangelistic crusade en-
titled “Tenemos Vida” (We Have Life). 
As a school of evangelism, it provided 
the churches with the opportunity to learn 
firsthand how to prepare their members to 
reach others with the Gospel of salvation. 
Through the practical training and commu-
nity work, along with the ministry of inter-
cessory prayer, members learned by experi-
ence the method of Christ to reach souls for 
the Kingdom. 

After participating in this school of 
evangelism, they decided to put what they 
had learned to use. Joining several other 

churches from the South Atlantic Confer-
ence, they began to plan the evangelistic 
crusade. The preparation process began on 
August 29, 2015, and included instruction, 
community work, and a march against fe-
male violence called “End It Now.” At the 
heart of this process was the spiritual prepa-
ration of participating churches. Through 
small group meetings, prayer ministry, and 
40 days of devotional conference calls at 6 
a.m., the churches prepared themselves for 
the upcoming crusade.

The meetings were led by Roger Hernan-
dez, ministerial and evangelism director for 
the Southern Union, along with his wife 
and assistant, Kathy. The meetings took 
place in the ARC (the multi-use facility for 

BY DOMINGO PAULINO

P
h

o
to

 c
o

n
t

r
ib

u
t

e
d

the Raleigh Church), and were held from 
March 19-27, 2016. As a result of the cru-
sade, 30 people were baptized! Seventeen 
of these new believers joined the Durham 
Spanish and Raleigh churches of the Car-
olina Conference. Along with the 30 who 
were baptized as a result of the crusade, 
50 more have cumulatively joined these 
churches through baptism and profession 
of faith since August 2015 (the beginning 
of their ministry). The group continues to 
pray as the Lord is working on the hearts 
of the people in the Raleigh and Durham 
areas, and praises Him for those who have 
already accepted His call!
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Florida Conference Officers 
Re-elected at Constituency Session

Michael F. Cauley was re-elected 
president of Florida Conference on 
October 9, 2016, at the 71st Regu-

lar Constituency Session held on the cam-
pus of Forest Lake Academy, Apopka, Fla. 
He has served in this position since 2003.

Cauley began his President’s Report by 
saying, “Over the last four years, God has 
blessed Florida Conference in remarkable 
ways. It is really humbling to see how God 
continues to advance His kingdom through-
out the entire state. God is at work. We give 
Him the praise.”

M. Carmen Rodríguez, part of the ad-
ministrative team since 2006, was re-elect-
ed as executive secretary. “God gave me a 
renewed appreciation for how He has led us 
during the past 122 years. In 1893, Florida 
Conference’s membership was 139,” said 

Rodríguez. “We are happy to report that, 
as of December 31, 2015, our membership 
stood at 63,628. There were 206 organized 
churches, 56 companies, and 34 mission 
groups.”

Re-elected as treasurer was Duane C. Rol-
lins, who has served in this capacity since 
2008. “There was a good passage in both 
tithe income and operating results, with a 
minor operating decrease in only one year of 
the quadrennium,” said Rollins. He received 
accolades from Tom Evans, North American 
Division treasurer; Randy Robinson, South-
ern Union treasurer; and Michael Bond, 
General Conference auditor, for his fiscal 
responsibility and accountability.

The Constitution and Bylaws Commit-
tee, under the direction of Mark Buller, 
attorney, worked tirelessly on updating the 

contents of these two documents, and the 
amendments were voted as presented.

The theme, “How God Has Led Us,” 
was introduced this past summer in a spe-
cial Florida Focus Quadrennial Report 
given to delegates at regional meetings and 
mailed to Conference members. The theme 
was carried into the Session in the officers’ 
reports.

Special guests of the Constituency Ses-
sion included Dan Jackson, North Ameri-
can Division president, who presented the 
devotional, and Ron Smith, D.Min., Ph.D., 
Southern Union Conference president, who 
brought the Nominating Committee report 
to the floor.

BY Gladys Neigel

Florida Conference officers were re-elected at the 71st Regular Constituency Session on October 9, 2016. Victor Rodríguez 
(left), Executive Secretary M. Carmen Rodríguez, Dottie Cauley, President Michael F. Cauley, Marilyn Rollins, and Treasurer 
Duane C. Rollins.
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Forest City Spanish Church held its 6th 
annual Let’s Get Moving Kids event on 
October 2, 2016, at Crane’s Roost Park 
in Altamonte Springs, Fla.
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André Van Heerden (left), pastor 
of Orange Cove Church; Andrea 
Richardson, health outreach coordinator; 
and Willie Lees, former executive 
director of Barco Newton YMCA for Clay 
and Baker Counties
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Full-time Health Coordinator 
Appointed for Jacksonville Area

Jacksonville, Fla., area churches re-
cently appointed Andrea Richardson 
as a full-time coordinator for a city-

BY Andrea Richardson

wide health outreach program. “It has al-
ways been my passion to extend the heal-
ing ministry of Jesus to our cities,” says 
Richardson, a dietitian by profession.

Eight churches in the Greater Jackson-
ville area have partnered to reach the city 
for Christ. This collaborative health ini-
tiative will precede Florida Conference’s 
Impact Jacksonville 2017. The contacts 
reached through holistic health classes and 
cooking schools will form a database for 
this area-wide evangelistic thrust and other 
outreach programs.

CREATION Health weekend health in-
tensives were held at Orange Cove, Man-
darin, Southpoint, and Jacksonville First 
churches with additional sessions planned. 

These short, concentrated sessions give 
members an overview of the content with-
in the CREATION Health videos and 
workbooks. By recruiting church mem-
bers to serve as facilitators, the number of 
classes being held can be expanded.

Also planned this fall are training ses-
sions for holistic health facilitators to 
become health coaches. They will learn 
skills to coach class participants in making 
choices to improve their overall health.

To partner in this initiative, contact Andrea 
Richardson at 904-502-8545, or via email at 
andrea.richardson16@aol.com.

Forest City Spanish Church Holds 
Let’s Get Moving Kids Event

“...I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundant-
ly,” John 10:10.

My husband, Ruben, and I had no 
idea that children could get arthri-
tis just like adults until it happened 

to our daughter, Liz, at the age of two. Liz 
was diagnosed with juvenile idiopathic ar-
thritis (JIA). She developed pain, swelling, 
and decreased range of motion in some 
joints. She also came down with inflamma-
tion of her left eye (uveitis).

While waiting for treatment, Liz was de-
termined to walk. She would drag her legs 
to get to where she wanted to go. We could 
see that she had pain, yet she clung onto her 
God-given strength and “walked.”

In the midst of confusion, God reminded 
us of promises such as “Be still and know 
that I am God,” Psalms 46:10. Our family 
fasted and prayed to hear God’s voice re-
garding treatment. God led us to combine 
natural and conventional medicine.

Ten months later, Forest City Spanish 
Church held its first Let’s Get Moving Kids 
event at Crane’s Roost Park in Altamonte 
Springs. Liz was able to run the 1/8-mile! 
Praise God! She received her finisher me-
dallion with a smile on her face. God is 
good! It was worth all the hard work. Liz 
inspired us to provide an event where chil-
dren and families can get excited about 
crossing the finish line, too. Whether it is 
the 1/8-mile, 3K, or 5K, there is a place for 
everyone. 

On October 2, 2016, Forest City Spanish 
Church members celebrated the 6th Annu-
al Let’s Get Moving Kids event. The fami-
ly-friendly event included a health fair, exhib-
its to promote health, and a place to run/walk 
a 5K, 3K, or 1/8-mile course. The church was 
able to show that living a healthy life is part of 
its members’ values.

The North American Division encouraged 
other congregations to start events such as 
these. There are now thousands of families 

around the world who have joined Let’s Move 
Day in the last six years. More information is 
available at LetsGetMovingKids.org.

BY Shirley Flores
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Stone Mountain Church Hosts 
Community-Cop Talk

In the wake of numerous police shoot-
ings, protests, and racial tension from this 
summer, Stone Mountain Church, Stone 

Mountain, Ga., hosted its first Communi-
ty-Cop Talk on Sabbath, August 27, 2016. 
The church members felt that addressing 
issues of police violence in an open forum 
would serve the community’s need to ex-
press its frustration over the controversial 
actions of law enforcement in a construc-
tive manner. The DeKalb County Police 
Department (DCPD), which has jurisdic-
tion where the church is located, is respon-
sible for the safety of 691,893 residents in 
the third largest county in Georgia. 

An invitation was extended to the Tuck-
er Precinct to interact with the public at the 
Stone Mountain Church. The DCPD, along 
with other local police officers, came to 
engage the community in a dialogue about 
community policing.

During the meeting, attendees were able 

to gain a better understanding on police pro-
cedures, and hear testimonies from officers 
who were also victims of shootings. A pan-
el of area clergy, including Shaun Brooks, 
pastor of Atlanta All Nations Adventist 
Church; Karl Moore, pastor of Clarkston 
First Baptist Church; George Tatro, pastor 
of Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church; 
and D. Richard Henderson, Bible instruc-
tor at Stone Mountain Adventist Church, 
voiced concerns on behalf of the Christian 
community. 

Major Greg Padrick, Precinct Com-
mander, along with various lieutenants, 
captains, sergeants, detectives, and patrol 
officers, fielded questions from the clergy 
panel, and responded to the public in an 
open mic question-and-answer session. 
The conversation was moderated by Joel 
Honoré, pastor of Stone Mountain Church. 

Police officers attended the Sabbath wor-
ship service and socialized with congre-

gants during fellowship dinner before the 
Community-Cop Talk program held in the 
afternoon. 

Several officers expressed appreciation 
for the worship service, as well as the lunch 
and afternoon session. Numerous visitors, 
who heard the program advertised, attend-
ed the afternoon session. One person who 
had not attended an Adventist church in 
more than 18 years came that afternoon. 
She has since decided to worship at Stone 
Mountain Church regularly, and is consid-
ering rebaptism. 

The August 27 event was only the be-
ginning of an ongoing conversation. Sub-
sequent meetings have taken place between 
church leaders and the police department, 
and another Community-Cop Talk was 
held in October.

BY derAel armstrong and joel honore

Joel Honoré, pastor of the Stone Mountain Church, moderates the Community-Cop Talk panel this past August. Church mem-
bers hoped to open communication between the community and their local police. This event is the first of many to foster 
understanding.

S
u

b
m

it
t

e
d

 b
y

 J
o

e
l 

H
o

n
o

r
é

 

 S
u

b
m

it
t

e
d

 b
y

 J
o

e
l 

H
o

n
o

r
é



December 2016  |  SOUTHERN TIDINGS    21

georgiacumberlandnews

ACF Chapters Launches at 
Georgia Southern University

It is exciting to see how students come to-
gether with local support to develop into 
an Adventist Christian Fellowship (ACF) 

chapter on their campus. The chapter at 
Georgia Southern University in Statesboro, 
Ga., became an official student organization 
on August 23, 2016. Here’s an interview with 
Ashley Burrows, ACF president.

Q. For those unfamiliar with Geor-
gia Southern, how would you describe 
your campus?

A. Georgia Southern is the heart of States-
boro, a small town in southeast Georgia. The 
campus has something for all — scenery, 
school spirit, many activities, and great ac-
ademic programs. Some regular events in-
clude drive-in movie nights, fitness challeng-
es, intramural sports, professional growth 
seminars, and concerts.

Q. When did you start planning to 
become an ACF chapter?

A. I decided about a year ago (Fall 2015). 
A group of young adults had been meeting 
for a few years on Friday nights for Bible 
study, and as the main leader graduated, I 
decided to take on the role of having week-
ly meetings. Over time, we all expressed the 
desire to become an organization in order 
to have access to advertising, recruitment, 
and monetary support from the school. Ma-
jor plans began Spring 2016, and in a few 
months we were ready to officially apply. 

Q. What factors helped you develop?

A. The support of our local church here 
in Statesboro and the commitment of other 
young people that I now call friends con-
tributed to the development of the organi-
zation. In addition, I believe God played a 
major role. There was a time when we did 
not even have enough people, according to 
the school’s guidelines for officers and initial 
members, to start a club, and in no time that 
issue was fixed. We also got the opportunity 
to attend an ACF leadership conference at 
Cohutta Springs in 2015 that opened the door 
for us to network and receive advice. 

Q. What was particularly challeng-
ing about the process?

A. The process was not particularly chal-
lenging. I would say that the challenge began 
after receiving confirmation from the school. 
Major concerns are recruitment and retention 
of members. 

Q. Do you have any sense of how 
many Adventist students there are at 
Georgia Southern?

A. No. We have a handful of regular mem-
bers, but we know that there are so many 
more. Students have expressed knowing of 
others who are from their home churches that 
they see around campus, but even then we’re 
sure that is only a fraction of the number.

Q. What are some of your hopes for 
the chapter?

A. Our mission is to provide a commu-
nity for students who wish to fellowship as 

BY michaelA lawrence jeffrey

they learn more about Jesus, and spread the 
news of His second coming to our commu-
nity at Georgia Southern and in Statesboro. 
We would like to see the chapter double in 
number within the first year, and continue to 
grow over the upcoming years.

Q. How have you already seen God at 
work through your chapter?

A. Since I’ve been at Georgia Southern, 
someone asks each semester what we’ll do 
when a particular person leaves. My answer 
is always that God will send someone. Thus 
far, He has, and I know He will provide again 
when a few of the officers graduate in May. 

Georgia Southern’s ACF chapter has a few 
key components: the group is connected to 
its campus (versus existing unto itself), it has 
an involved faculty/staff advisor, and it has 
an active relationship with a local church. 
Where these components exists, healthy 
community is fostered and the group is likely 
to thrive. 

Chapters serve as invaluable sources of so-
cial and spiritual support to students, as well 
as providing opportunities for outreach. If 
you are a student at Georgia Southern, don’t 
hesitate to connect to the ACF chapter there: 
www.acfgcc.org/georgiasouthern. 

Please pray not only for this chapter, but 
for every chapter across the Southern Union 
as God reveals His love through the students 
on their campuses. Contact the following re-
gional leaders for information about public 
campus ministry:

Carolina — Eddie Cornejo,  
ecornejo@carolinasda.org

Georgia-Cumberland — Michaela Law-
rence Jeffery, mlawrence@gccsda.com

Florida — Angelo Grasso,  
angelo.j.grasso@gmail.com

Kentucky-Tennessee — Nelson Silva, 
nsilva@kytn.net

South Central — Lola Moore, lola.
moore@scc-adventist.org”

Leaders for the Georgia Southern University ACF Chapter: Odari Whyte, student 
chaplain; Dymond Cheeves, Ogeechee Tech student; Kimberly Brown, treasurer; 
Ashley Burrows, president; and Merlin McClendon, Odari’s mother.
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Highland students Brylee Burns (left), 
Sophia Cirigliano, Savannah Blanco, and 
Jasper Westerbeck are engaged in the 
new 4MAT learning initiative.

4MAT: Reaching All Types of 
Learners at Highland Academy

Since every student learns differently, 
each student at Highland Academy 
is tested to see what their preferred 

learning type is. For the last three years, 
Highland has embraced a new learning ini-
tiative called 4Mation (4MAT). 

4MAT helps teachers engage students 
by incorporating innovative and engaging 
ways of learning with traditional instruc-
tion. Learning types fall into Quadrant 1, 
Q2, Q3, and Q4. Each quadrant represents 
a unique learning method. 

Once tested, students, teachers, and 
parents are then informed on what the stu-
dent’s learning preferences are, and what 
strategies help them learn best. Huge dif-
ferences have already been seen. 

Bliss Kuntz, Highland science teacher, 
shared how she is now incorporating 4MAT 
into her classes. “I still teach traditional lec-
tures, still use worksheets and laboratory 
activities which engage the Q2 and Q3 stu- BY AMY CIRIGLIANO

dents. However, I now include a connecting 
experience at the beginning of the unit that 
correlates to the lesson. This engages the 
Q1 students. When the lecture and practice 
is finished, the Q4 students are still in need 
of attention. Therefore, as we complete the 
unit, I also include a creative project to en-
gage Q4. This helps Q4 students use the in-

formation from the unit to make something 
innovative or unique which resonates with 
them. Not every student enjoys each aspect 
of the unit, but every student’s learning type 
is targeted in each unit.”

Over the last 10 years, Highland’s av-
erage ACT scores have been almost three 
points higher than the state of Tennessee. 
The data continues to support that Highland 
students are receiving a quality education, 
and are being prepared to become pro-
ductive citizens in this competitive world. 
4MAT continues to build on the excellent 
academics at Highland Academy. However, 
excellent academics are in vain if students 
are not brought closer to the Lord. Above 
all the academic endeavors, it is the goal at 
Highland for students to have as many en-
counters with their Savior, making disciples 
for Jesus Christ. 

Taylor Mill Christian Academy Students 
Participate in Worship Service

BY ELI BENTLEY, 8th Grade

Students from Taylor Mill Christian 
Academy led out in the worship 
service on October 22, 2016, host-

ing guest speaker Ignacio Silverio, aka 
“Pastor Nacho,” from the Madison Cam-
pus. Students composed, prepared for, and 

Byrlee Burns (left), Sophia Cirigliano, 
Savannah Blanco, Jasper Westerbeck
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delivered the platform duties and prelim-
inaries, including announcements, chil-
dren’s story, song service, Scripture, spe-
cial music, introduction of the speaker, and 
everything in between. They also planned 
and decorated for the fellowship meal fol-
lowing the service. One of the highlights 
of the service was a special tribute to Tom 
Bentley, pastor of the Taylor Mill Church 
in Taylor Mill, Ky. The students created 
a study guide to look very similar to one 
he would typically have for his sermons. 
They led the congregation to discover bib-
lical texts that highlighted how to honor 
spiritual leaders. The pastor and his wife 
then received a card, a gift ,and flowers for 
Julie Bentley. The majority of the program 

was composed by the students themselves, 
and while intended to be a blessing for 
the congregation and a thank-you for the 
steady support given to the school, students 
couldn’t help but be touched in their own 
hearts as well.

“Education Sabbath was extremely emo-
tional in every way. The kids did a good 
job carrying out the jobs of the platform 
duties. We were impressed with the praise 
team and the other duties the kids per-
formed. The sermon really touched me on 
a personal level; it felt like he was talking 
to you and he knew you. I have to say, this 
last Sabbath was one of the best.”
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Memphis-Raleigh Church’s Simply 
Vegan Cooking Classes Continue

The Memphis-Raleigh, Tenn., Church’s 
monthly Simply Vegan cooking 
classes have been ongoing for about 

18 months. A survey from participants re-
vealed that the number one interest was for 
a weight loss program. The 21-Day Weight 
Loss Kickstart book by Neal Barnard, 
M.D., was chosen for the four-week class. 

For the first session, the participants met 
at a local Kroger to read labels, sample 
food, and identify and purchase foods that 
fit the criteria of the program. Then, it was 
on to the kitchen to prepare the foods and 
eat. Each week they prepared food togeth-

BY LESLIE CAZA

er, ate dinner together, and then reviewed and 
discussed the reading assignments together. 
The group united quickly.

Prayer and Bible verses on health were part 
of each session. The beauty of the program 
was the emphasis on health, not just weight 

loss. Barnard’s book explains how to boost 
the metabolism; the overall benefits of a plant-
based dietary for longevity, reduced risk for 
cancer, relief of body pains, and cardiovascu-
lar health; and why a plant-based diet is a good 
choice for people of all ages. Family members 
and work associates also benefited from the 
class, and the participants shared the Bible 
verses, foods, and their new knowledge. This 
event was an effective way to connect with the 
community, nurture interests, and get to know 
people from other churches in the area. 

Middle Tennessee School of 
Anesthesia Offers Fellowship

Founded in 1950, Middle Tennessee 
School of Anesthesia (MTSA), locat-
ed in Madison, Tenn., provides grad-

uate-level education and training of nurse 
anesthetists in a Christian environment born 
of its Seventh-day Adventist heritage. MTSA 
is the only independent, fully accredited an-
esthesia institution of its kind in the nation, 
instilling excellence through innovative and 
diverse clinical experience.

Founded in 1931 and located in Park 
Ridge, Ill., the American Association of 
Nurse Anesthetists (AANA) is the profes-
sional organization for more than 49,000 
nurse anesthetists across the United States. 
As anesthesia specialists, Certified Regis-
tered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAs) safely 
provide approximately 40 million anesthetics 
to patients each year for surgical, obstetrical, 
pain management, and trauma stabilization 
services. CRNAs deliver essential healthcare 
in thousands of communities, and are able to 
prevent gaps in access to anesthesia services, 
especially in rural, inner-city, and other med-
ically underserved areas of the country.

MTSA and the AANA have partnered 
to offer a postgraduate Acute Surgical Pain 
Management Fellowship (ASPMF) through 
MTSA, beginning summer 2017. The ob-
jective of this new certificate program, a 
component of the AANA Pain Management 
Curriculum, is to advance the knowledge 
and skills of CRNAs in acute surgical pain 
management, and prepare them to help meet 
the growing need for this evidence-based 
approach in the United States.

“We continue to see a growing demand 
among nurse anesthetists for a better approach 
to acute surgical pain management,” said 
Chris Hulin, DNP, MBA, CRNA, president of 
MTSA. “There are new technologies and ad-
vanced intervention techniques that didn’t ex-
ist just a few years ago. We felt it was critical 
to offer a highly specialized program for our 
students, many of whom have extensive ex-
perience and want to stay on the cutting edge 
of the field. The Acute Surgical Pain Manage-
ment Fellowship enables them to do that.”

The field of pain management is con-
tinually growing. Increasing numbers of 

BY JEFF KRINKS

Brenda and Margaret Cowen

CRNAs participate in a prerequisite 
workshop for MTSA’s Acute Surgical 
Pain Management Fellowship.

patients will undergo surgery, and CRNAs 
will be responsible for managing these 
patients’ acute pain. The AANA/MTSA 
Acute Surgical Pain Management Fellow-
ship will equip CRNAs with the necessary 
knowledge and skill sets to meet this grow-
ing demand. From medical management 
approaches, such as multimodal therapies 
and opioid sparing strategies, to advanced 
interventional techniques, including contin-
uous catheter utilization, CRNAs will ac-
quire the knowledge to treat these patients 
with confidence and skill.
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Decatur Adventist Junior 
Academy on the Move

Hidden down a long driveway in the 
heart of a busy industrial area, Decatur 
Adventist Junior Academy (DAJA) is 

experiencing a stellar school year. A lower than 
expected enrollment is providing the opportu-
nity for innovative, individualized learning, 
with one-on-one instruction as the norm. A 
large entry-hall television monitor welcomes 
visitors and volunteers, keeps track of activ-
ities, and celebrates students’ achievements. 
The bright bulletin boards outside classroom 
doors announce that something special is go-
ing on at DAJA. One of the new students was 
heard saying, “This is the best school ever.”

On a special evening, September 23, 
2016, teachers, parents, seniors, church 
and school board members, and excit-
ed students lined the hall outside a closed 
door with a yellow ribbon stretched across. 
Everyone, including the Conference vice 
president for education, Kim Gaiter, was 
waiting for the grand opening of the De-
catur Adventist Junior Academy Science 
Lab. Principal Yvette Cooper arrived at the 
school last year with a vision for a science/ 
STEM lab, and teachers enthusiastically 
embraced the vision. Students got excited. 
People caught the vision. The Jett Setters, 
Decatur Adventist Church’s senior group, 
held their annual fundraiser and donated 
the funds to the science lab. The Friends of 
DAJA, a support group, hosted a golf tour-
nament; and, private donors came together 
to help fund the science lab. 

When the ribbon was cut, the first-class 
BY Anita Clay

science/STEM lab was opened. The lab 
contains the latest state-of-the-art Promet-
hean Board (funded largely by the Jett 
Setters), a science touch table, a Listening 
Center with activities for the youngest stu-
dents, large models of simple machines, 
and detailed models of human body sys-
tems. But that’s not all. Lining the walls 
are iPads, coding activities, an electronic 
microscope, a projector with its own inter-
active table, and a coat rack outfitted with 
lab aprons, gloves, and equipment for dis-
secting and experiments. But, even that still 
is not all! On the back wall of the lab is a 
working fountain with live plants. Not far 
away is located Critter County, an innova-
tive shelf/cage display with fish, gerbils, 
hermit crabs, and even a snake, all live and 
thriving. This lab is used daily by excited 
students for a variety of activities. It was 
just as the kindergarten class completed 
their first activity in the lab when several 
students enthusiastically declared, “Please, 
Mrs. Hupp, can this be our classroom?” 

DAJA provides even more cutting-edge 
science/STEM instruction through an engi-
neer with a love for Christian education who 
volunteers at the school, teaching science 
and STEM classes weekly to students in 
grades K-8. She has also established a robot-
ics class. Students who attend this class are 
a part of a team that will compete this spring 
in the First Lego League competition, a 
competition sponsored by this organization 
to inspire future scientists and engineers by 
engaging children in real-world engineering 
and problem-solving challenges.

Emphasizing the science curriculum does 
not mean other curriculum areas are being ne-

glected. DAJA continues to maintain School 
of Excellence standards. Cooper and teachers 
are planning a Reading Achievement Center, 
a room designed to encourage reading at all 
levels. A specialist will track the students’ 
growth in the areas of reading and literacy. 
The center will also be a reading diagnostic 
center for students in grades K-8. Students 
will be assessed, and an intervention plan de-
veloped to monitor progress.

While challenging students to compete 
and excel in the modern world, the spiritu-
al emphasis so critical to the school’s mis-
sion is not neglected. October 27, 2016, 
was designated “Call to Prayer and Pastors’ 
Appreciation Day.” This is the second year 
that DAJA has invited pastors from around 
the Atlanta area, especially the pastors of the 
students enrolled at the school, to join stu-
dents and staff for a special day of prayer. 
Students placed their prayer requests on the 
prayer wall. Pastors were assigned to each 
classroom to pray for God’s blessing and 
guidance on the students and their requests. 
In addition, special prayers were offered for 
the country during this turbulent time. After 
prayer, pastors and students proceeded to 
the cafetorium where tables were beautiful-
ly decorated. Junior and senior choirs sang, 
and poems of appreciation were spoken. The 
pastors received a framed picture of the stu-
dents who attend their church. All the pastors 
and elders expressed their appreciation as 
they enjoyed a scrumptious breakfast.

“True education does not ignore the value 
of scientific knowledge or literary acquire-
ments; but above all information it values 
power; above power, goodness; above intel-
lectual acquirements; character,” Education, 
page. 225, Ellen G. White. 

DAJA welcomes all visitors to experience 
an Adventist school on fire with excited stu-
dents, motivated teachers, committed sup-
porters, cutting-edge educational experienc-
es, and individualized instruction with a 
strong spiritual foundation. 

Addison Burdin (left) and Julia Nixon 
dissect a fish during science class.         

Opening night of the new science lab
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Berean Child Development Center 
Has “Listen, Learn, Have Fun” Motto

I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me,” is the mantra of Daria-Lou-
ise Darius, director of Berean Child Devel-

opment Center (BCDC) in Atlanta, Ga., as 
she reflects on the growth and progress of the 
Center during the past few years. 

On first impression, the Center is vi-
sually inviting, with a goal to provide a 
childcare center that values kindness and 
respect for each other in a nurturing and 
supporting setting. Darius explains, “We 
are very proud of our Center, and are anx-
ious to make your child’s first learning 
experiences meaningful and happy. The 
choice to blend a Christian atmosphere 
with good learning materials, in a place 
that is fun and challenging for children, 
makes BCDC a special place. I am deeply 
involved in the children’s development in 
fun and learning. A recent (and ongoing) 
remodeling of the school had been a vision 
I had from God, and I’m grateful for the 
time, effort, and donations that have made 
this project possible. I had already devel-
oped a pre-conceived criterion for BCDC, 
which was based on God’s Word, ‘I can do 
all things through Christ who strengthens 

me,’ Philippians 4:13. That bit of wisdom 
served as my guiding principle. 

“The early years are critical in the life 
of a child and form the basis for character 
development and access in later formal ed-
ucation. Preschool is a great way to begin 
building the foundation of a child’s future. 
Established in 1962 as an extension of the 
Atlanta-Berean Church, the Center has 
now served the community for more than 
54 years, and looks forward to many more 
years of service to the community. BCDC 
offers transitional experiences that extend 
the home into the school. As such, it pro-
vides a flexible program which considers the 
developmental stages of children, as well as 
their individual differences. In this environ-
ment, the children are stimulated to explore, 
think, discover, experiment, speak, manipu-
late, model, and create.  

“Our Aim: To offer competent Christian 
child care for families of young children 
throughout the community. 

“Our Philosophy: Cultivate the development 
of the proper balance with the spiritual, intellec-
tual, physical, and practical aspects of life.

“Our Mission: Glorify God by partnering 

with families in our church and community 
to provide quality Christian childcare, edu-
cation, and development opportunities that 
will honor our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

“Our Motto is Listen, Learn, and have 
Fun!”

The Center provides educational day-
care programs designed for toddlers up to 
pre-kindergarten students. It offers a sum-
mer camp program designed for elementa-
ry children ages six to 12 years old. Also, 
the Center provides enrichment classes in 
music, Spanish, drama, and extra-curricu-
lum in violin and soccer.

Visitors are welcome at  BCDC. Call 404-
799-7287, or email bereanchild@gmail.com.

BY Daria-Louise Darius

Berean Child Development Center

Three-year-old students in a BCDC classroom
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Philadelphia Church Hosts “Love 
Your Neighbor Day”

Philadelphia Church in Pulaski, 
Tenn., is a small congregation 
where Michael Anthony Harpe, 

pastor, and his wife, Selita, serve. The 
church is known in the community for its 
blue doors, but the members of the church 
have been praying for the Holy Spirit’s 
help to live up to its name, “Philadelphia,” 
which means “Brotherly Love.”

The members hosted a community day 
for their neighbors in the Washington 
Heights community across the street from 
the church on Saturday, October 29, 2016.

They provided free blood pressure/
glucose checks and chair massages. And, 
they gave away free socks; clothes for 
babies, toddlers, women, and men; and 
canned soup and applesauce. The children 
enjoyed popcorn, snacks, water, and juice 
drinks. Health information and truth-filled 
literature were distributed, and prayers 
were offered to many participants.

A good number of people came out and 
took advantage of the ministry. The mem-

BY Brenda Armster, Church Clerk

Selita Harpe (left) cradles a baby while the mother selects 
free available items. Michael Harpe (center), pastor, delights 
in the joy of teamwork and service of the Philadelphia mem-
bers, family, and friends.

A nurse administers a blood pressure test, while Linda Jones 
(center, white sweater), community services leader, is in-
volved in a labor of love for the community.

bers fellowshipped, made new friends in 
the community, and shared “Brotherly 
Love.” They thank their leaders with com-
munity services, Linda Jones, and health 
ministries, Bill and Louise Daniels; and 
the medical volunteers, members, helpers, 
and Washington Heights management for 

partnering with the members. Please keep 
this ministry in prayer as they continue to 
allow the Holy Spirit to use them.

The community walk through an assembly line to collect free items.
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“Fill with a Meal” is SOUL’s most famous ministry, feeding the homeless communities with a hot meal on Saturday mornings.

“Loads of Love,” pays for residents’ 
laundry as they arrive at random laun-
dromats throughout the city. In addition 
to free laundry, the residents receive 
laundry detergents for their next trip to 
the laundromat.

“Sole to SOUL,” is a sneaker ministry 
providing brand name sneakers to 
homeless men.

SOUL Impacts Souls in Jackson, 
Mississippi

Spreading Our Unconditional Love 
— SOUL, as it is affectionately 
known, is an outreach ministry of 

the South Jackson Church in Jackson, 
Miss. This ministry does exactly what 
its name implies, spreads Jesus’ uncon-
ditional love. 

How is this accomplished? The minis-
try has sub-sections which work together 
to meet several basic human needs. First 
is Loads of Love, or LOL, a ministry ded-
icated to ensuring that community members 
have access to clean clothes; LOL pays for 
resident’s laundry as they arrive at random 
laundromats throughout the city. In addition 
to free laundry, residents receive laundry de-
tergent for their next trip to the laundromat. 

Helping Hands, affectionately known 
to young Adventurers as “the highest class 
in the club,” provides hygiene packs, also 
known as “blessing bags,” to homeless res-
idents. Each bag includes toiletries, hand 
sanitizer, socks, washcloth, a snack, and a 
bottle of water. 

Sole to SOUL is a sneaker ministry, pro-
viding brand name sneakers to homeless 
men, ensuring that they have quality shoes 
to wear. 

Fill with a Meal is the most famous min-

istry — feeding the homeless communities 
with a hot meal on Saturday mornings. 
Meals are fed in parks where the homeless 
often populate. 

Starting in 2017, SOUL will expand its 
ministries to add sections primarily focusing 
on women and children, in addition to those 
listed above. They solicit prayers as they 
move forward.

BY Veda Johny, ministry coordinator
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Southeastern Conference Elects 
New Leadership

On a warm Memorial Day week-
end, Conference constituents 
gathered in Hawthorne, Fla., for 

the 11th Quadrennial Constituency Ses-
sion, May 28-29, 2016. More than 1,600 
delegates registered to attend, which 
would mark the highest delegate count 
in Conference history. The air was filled 
with excitement and anticipation as these 
emissaries prepared to receive God’s next 
steward to lead the ministry. 

The Session ceremonies began on Sat-
urday night in the newly constructed din-
ing hall. Great effort was made to improve 
both registration and participation. For the 

second time, a wireless voting system was 
employed for the event. This updated sys-
tem permitted easy tallying of votes and 
anonymity for the participants. Also as a 
first, the constituents registered with pho-
to identification and were given scannable 
photo ID lanyards for fluid entry and reen-
try into the auditorium. 

Constituents applauded these measures, 
appreciative of the thoughtful preparation 
for the proceedings. They also welcomed 
the changes as a microcosm of even great-
er reforms to come. 

This event would also mark the fulfill-
ment of Hubert J. Morel’s second and fi-

nal term as president of the Southeastern 
Conference.  Under Morel’s leadership, 
Southeastern addressed the Conference’s 
long-term debt, planted new churches, and 
renovated the campgrounds. The attend-
ees celebrated his work and, by thundering 
applause, demonstrated their approval for 
his achievements.

By early afternoon, after the votes had 
been tallied, the representatives welcomed 
their sixth president, Gregory O. Mack, 
with the overwhelming support of the del-
egation.

Mack was born and raised in Miami, 
Fla., where he is a product of the ministry 

Ron Smith, D.Min., Ph.D., president of the Southern Union, congratulates Gregory Mack, newly elected president of Southeast-
ern Conference, and his wife, Gean.
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BY bryant taylor, d.min.

of Bethany Church. He received the call 
of God at age 19, and went on to attend 
Oakwood University. At Oakwood, he re-
ceived an associate of arts degree in com-
munication and a bachelor of arts degree 
in theology. He later matriculated to An-
drews University where he earned a mas-
ter of divinity. Mack has served the South-
eastern Conference faithfully for 35 years, 
including as executive secretary, where he 
served with great distinction. 

Mack is happily married to the former 
Jean Johnson, and God has blessed them 
with two sons, Clint and Darren.

Mack hopes to lead Southeastern to exe-
cute ministry with excellence, to celebrate 
diversity, and to plan for the long-term 
propagation of the Gospel.

By the close of the Constituency Meet-
ing, delegates had addressed constitution-
al changes and elected new officers who 
will aid in the execution of the new presi-
dent’s vision.

The new administration and leadership 
for the quadrennial term, 2016-2020:

•	 Gregory O. Mack, president
•	 Michael K. Owusu, executive sec-

retary
•	 Robert Patterson Jr., chief financial 

officer
•	 Emmanuel Charles, assistant trea-

surer
•	 Nicola McClymont, human resourc-

es director
•	 Barbara Davis, education superin-

tendent

•	 Clarence Wright, ministerial director
•	 Prince Lewis, youth ministries di-

rector
•	 Maxime Pape, Sabbath School di-

rector
•	 David L. Peay Sr., community ser-

vices director
•	 Bryant Taylor, communications di-

rector
•	 Juan Gonzales, stewardship director
•	 Mark Brown, family life director
•	 Theus Young, publishing ministries
•	 Nicolas Louis, Haitian ministries 

director
•	 Roger Alvarez, Spanish ministries 

director

Ron Smith, D.Min., Ph.D., president of the Southern Union, gives words of encouragement to Michael Owusu, D.Min., newly elected 
executive secretary of Southeastern Conference, and his wife, Brenda.
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TEAM — Together Everyone 
Achieves More — is Focus of 
Mission-driven Conference for 
Southeastern Leadership

As the new Southeastern Con-
ference administrative officers 
— Gregory Mack, president; 

Michael Owusu, executive secretary; 
and Robert Patterson, chief financial of-
ficer — began their tenure, it was perti-
nent for the new team to review the vi-
sion, mission, core values, and priorities 

of the Conference, as well as to share a 
high-level overview of the roles, expecta-
tions, and accountabilities that each team 
member would be responsible to fulfill. 
To this end, an orientation was held July 
16-20, 2016, in St. Petersburg, Fla., under 
the theme, “Together Everyone Achieves 
More,” another way of expressing the 

necessity of “TEAM” work. Participants 
also included the newly elected executive 
committee members, departmental direc-
tors, and office personnel. 

The orientation was guided by Paul 
Brantley, Ph.D., North American Divi-
sion (NAD) general vice president for 
strategic planning and assessment, and 

John Grys, pastoral development specialist with the North American Division Ministerial Department, shares the importance of 
having a mission with focus and direction.
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BY SEC administration

his team: John Grys, pastoral develop-
ment specialist, NAD Ministerial De-
partment; Rohann Wellington, strategy 
and communication director at Great-
er New York Conference; and Lenore 
Brantley, Ed.D., Adventist University 
of Health Sciences psychology profes-
sor. The Conference administrators and 
executive committee members received 
invaluable, detailed, and state-of-the-art 

information vital to fulfilling their fidu-
ciary responsibilities. The leaders were 
challenged to create a culture of excel-
lence by reviewing the organization’s 
strategic plans, taking action to fulfill the 
plans, and reviewing the results to ensure 
progress. 

The departmental directors were 
oriented and committed themselves 
to fulfilling their roles, duties, and re-

Steve Williams, Southeastern executive committee member, explains his drawing 
from a group activity as Paul Brantley, NAD general vice president for strategic 
planning and assessment, intently listens.
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Lenore Brantley, Ed.D., shares the Conference’s working theme, TEAM.
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sponsibilities to the constituency of the 
Conference. Additionally, Brantley led 
discussions with the administrators and 
directors on TEAM visioning for the 
Southeastern Conference. The leaders 
reviewed strategies for recognizing and 
correcting for “mission drift,” and trans-
forming Southeastern to a mission-driv-
en conference of excellence.

Edith Fraser, Ph.D., former Oakwood 
University Social Work Department 
chair, guided the training of the office 
staff with relevant topics, including con-
fidentiality, time management, positive 
attitude, personal/professional work-life 
balance, interpersonal communication, 
self-management, and how to build the 
best “YOU.”

Mack, along with his fellow admin-
istrators, outlined the expectations for 
accountability and stewardship of the 
departmental directors and office person-
nel. One-on-one consultations were held 
to review job descriptions and other ex-
pectations. 

It is the intent of the new adminis-
tration, with the help of God, to trans-
form the Conference to become a mis-
sion-driven and Spirit-led institution 
that will be evidenced in the culture and 
ministry of churches, schools, and the 
Conference office. Southeastern seeks to 
be known as a conference of excellence, 
integrity, accountability, unity, and stew-
ardship, that will receive God’s seal of 
approval. 

This training was well received and 
appreciated as indicated by the over-
whelming satisfactory remarks on the 
post-session surveys. The confidence of 
the Conference’s leadership team is well 
placed since God has already promised 
victory. News from Heaven indicates that 
God is “…able to do exceeding abun-
dantly above all that we ask or think....,” 
Ephesians 3:20. 

The new leadership team seeks the 
prayers of the wider Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church community as it strives 
to reach every corner of the Southeastern 
Conference with the Advent message of 
hope and wholeness!
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Gulf States Finds Living Testimonies 
at Bud’s Best Cookies Company

If you consider yourself a baking aficio-
nado, then you’ve heard of Bud’s Best 
Cookies. Located in Birmingham Ala., 

the company is the brain child of CEO 
Albert “Bud” Cason, and is famous for its 
ground breaking bite-sized mini cookies, 
as well as its Uncle Al’s cookie brand. 

The Gulf States Conference staff took 

a trip to the cookie plant, and what started 
as a field trip quickly turned into a living 
testimony of the blessings of God in the 
life of the Cason family. Before the tour, 
the group was met by the matriarch of the 
family, Bud Cason’s wife, Gail Cason. 
She kept the staff on the edge of their seats 
as she recounted tales of Cason’s small 

BY tyler roberts

beginnings working for his aunt and un-
cle’s cookie business, venturing out on his 
own, to finally selling his two companies 
in 1986 — which by then had amassed a 
staggering 23 million in revenue. 

Throughout it all, Gail Cason insists it 
was their faith in God and his Word that 
kept them on the right track. However, it 
was the prayers of a father and mother that 
brought their son, Albert Cason, back to 
the Church and into the family business. 
Cason, president of the company, gives 
the credit of his success to the example 
his father set for him: “Working for my 
father has been one of the greatest joys of 
my life.” He also credits his mother’s un-
ceasing prayers as what helped him return 
to the faith, stating, “At the house you can 
literally see worn out parts on the ground 
where mother has spent time on her knees 
in prayer for me and countless others.” 

The tour of the plant was spectacular. 
The Conference staff was driven around 
first class on the Cookieland Express 
throughout the building to see how the 
legendary snacks are made and pro-
cessed. The staff at Bud’s Best work very 
hard, and every Friday at noon they close 
up shop in preparation for the Sabbath. 
When an employee asked Cason why 
they don’t stay open on Fridays and work 
more hours, he used the conversation as 
an opportunity to share about the faith of 
his family and their commitment to God’s 
Word. Martin Fancher, Conference trea-
surer, summed up the experience, saying, 
“The family’s testimony is a shining ex-
ample of how prayer, faith, and parents’ 
love together with the love of God can 
bring about reconciliation and change …. 
our office staff was reminded of why we 
do what we do.” The bite-sized vanilla 
wafers weren’t half bad either. 

Adding honor to the list of blessings, Albert Cason (left) was recently nominated 
and won entry into the American Society of Baking Hall of Fame, the most presti-
gious award in the baking industry. Gail and Bud Cason stands with him. 

Bud’s Best Cookies Company employees
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ADU Celebrates 25th Anniversary 
Milestone

Adventist University of Health 
Sciences (ADU), Orlando, Fla., 
has been celebrating its 25th an-

niversary this year by committing 25,000 
hours of service and 25 volunteer events 
to benefit the community by August 2017. 
There’s no better time of year than now, 
the Christmas season, to reflect on the 
ways to better aid the community. Steve 
Roche, vice president for student services 
at ADU, is enthusiastic. “We’re looking 
forward to the impact we can make as we 
celebrate 25 years as part of the Orlando 
community. The response from students, 
faculty, and staff has been overwhelming-
ly positive.” 

The majority of ADU’s service hours are 
contributed by students as part of their ser-
vice learning assignments incorporated in-
to course curriculum. The remaining hours 
will come from student, faculty, and staff 
volunteerism, both on and off campus.  

Service learning provides students with 
the opportunity to apply classroom learn-
ing to the needs of the community. In 
keeping with ADU’s mission to develop 
skilled professionals who live the heal-
ing values of Christ, all service projects 
prepare students to gain an understanding 
of populations in the community, those 
who will one day become their patients. 
Students have already completed sever-
al service learning projects, with a mini-
mum of 82 course sections implementing 
a project for the fall and spring semesters. 
During ADU’s annual Pulse Week, ADU 
shut down for the day, and more than 250 
faculty and staff members from the Uni-
versity volunteered their time at Quest 
Inc.’s Camp Thunderbird, a recreational 
program designed for both children and 
adults with developmental disabilities. 
Here, attendees learned skills while mak-
ing new friends and fond memories. 

Another highly successful volunteer 
event teamed ADU with Blessings for Ba- BY lisa esser

bies, a charitable organization that collects 
donations and assembles care packages 
for families of premature babies. Donat-
ed items were brought to ADU, and then 
packaged and delivered to parents at Flor-
ida Hospital for children. Members from 
the University also gathered to assist the 
Forest City Spanish Church, Forest City, 
Fla., with cleaning and renovating build-
ings intended for a life management facil-
ity and food pantry. 

During this past Veteran’s Day, volun-
teers completed the Military Care Package 
project, and a similar project took place at 
ADU’s Denver satellite location on No-
vember 16, to mark Denver’s first site-
wide volunteer project.

ADU will host a University-wide ser-
vice project during their annual Thanks-

giving meal. “It is important for ADU to 
acknowledge the blessings God’s given 
us over the year. One way we show our 
gratitude is through service. At Thanks-
giving, we choose to feed those in need 
because sharing a meal is an authentic, 
beautiful way to help others,” said Ken-
dra Van Houten, director of Community 
Engagement. In the past, volunteers pack-
aged meals to distribute to those in need, 
and ADU plans to make a similar impact 
this year. 

As the holidays approach, it’s more im-
portant than ever to serve the community. 
In the spirit of the season, the ADU family 
strives to live the healing values of Christ. 

Alex Gallimore, an enrollment counselor at Adventist University of Health Sciences, 
helps to paint Forest City Spanish Church’s new life management facility.
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Visitors for Oakwood Live! surround Leslie Pollard, Ph.D., D.Min., M.B.A., president of Oakwood University, for the annual group 
photo at the Oakwood University Church in Huntsville, Ala.
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Oakwood Live! Brings More Than 
600 Potential Students to Campus

Every year as the leaves begin to fall, 
and the weather begins to change, 
Oakwood University (OU) hosts a 

conglomerate of high school seniors, all 
wide-eyed and excited to learn every-
thing they can about the beloved insti-
tution. These prospective students come 
from all over the globe to experience 
Oakwood Live!

Formerly known as College Days, 
Oakwood Live! was extended two addi-
tional days this year, for a total of five 
days of being immersed in the academic 
culture and day-to-day life of the Oak-
wood student. Activities included visit-
ing academic departments, attending the 
highly anticipated concert featuring Oak-

wood University’s choirs, dramatic pre-
sentations, and individual musical talent.

“I believe Oakwood Live! was a great 
chance to get a glimpse of what it’s like to 
be a student here,” commented Oakwood 
University senior, Joshua Southwell. 
“All of the activities they were a part of, 
including the various worship experienc-
es, provided a preview of what they can 
expect when they arrive next fall. I hope 
each student realizes that not only do you 
receive a quality education at Oakwood, 
but you forge lifelong friendships while 
finding yourself in Christ on this cam-
pus! If you ask me, nothing tops such an 
experience.”

During their time here, potential stu-

dents also received a foretaste of dorm 
life, as they shared rooms with current 
students who volunteered to share their 
space in an effort to help give soon-to-be 
students the full OU experience.

Saturday night’s activity was a block 
party, which offered guests one last 
chance to mingle with student-led or-
ganizations. Several activities happened 
simultaneously: a basketball game, in-
flatables, an “escape room” tent, a video 
gaming truck, and bubble soccer; and lo-
cal guest food trucks provided a variety 
of delicious foods.

BY Jeffrey Wilder, student writer
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Representatives from Home Depot presented a $20,000 check to Oakwood University administrators Kisha Norris, executive 
director for advancement and development, and David Knight, vice president for student services.
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Staff and student volunteers worked with Home Depot craftsmen to construct 
bleachers at the soccer field. 
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Oakwood Receives Retool Your 
School Grant Funds

More than 25 volunteer students 
and employees gathered on the 
sidewalk near the Lawrence & 

Sadie Jacobs Memorial Silos Plaza on 
October 11, 2016, to help the team from 
Home Depot assemble bleachers for the 
soccer field. During the assembly pro-
cess, everyone took a moment for a pho-
to opportunity as Home Depot presented 
Oakwood University with a check for 
$20,000, representing Oakwood’s win-
ning the Tier II 2016 Home Depot’s Re-
tool Your School campus improvement 
grant. Representatives from ASPiRE 
Television were on hand to film the day’s 
activities, and the segment will be aired 
at a future date.

BY staff writer
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Southern Professor Completes 
Final Volume in Systematic 
Theology Series

This fall, Andrews University Press 
published Systematic Theology: 
The Church and the Last Things, by 

Norman Gulley, Ph.D., research professor 
in the School of Religion at Southern Ad-
ventist University. This is the fourth and 
final volume in Gulley’s biblical research 
series. In this 800-page book, Gulley ex-
pounds on last-day events from a scrip-
tural and historic perspective. Gulley ex-
plained, “Volume 4 will be of interest to 
all who want to be informed and ready for 
the days just ahead.”

Gulley graduated from Southern (then 
Southern Missionary College) in 1955 
and received his Ph.D. in systematic the-
ology from the University of Edinburgh 
in Scotland. 

The idea for Gulley’s research series 
came while he was studying in Scotland. 
He became convicted that the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church needed a theological 
system unlike other systems — based on 

Scripture alone. He sensed that God was 
calling him to write a systematic theolo-
gy for Adventists and promised God he 
would try. However, Gulley had no idea 
what this would involve, and that it would 
take more than 30 years to complete. 

Systematic theology is the idea of 
studying about God in an orderly way. 
The first volume of the series explains 
how to study and interpret biblical truths 
about God, followed by volumes cover-
ing the Trinity, Creation, Christ, salvation, 
and last-day events. These four volumes 
are intended for students of the Bible and 
theology, but also are available as a bibli-
cal resource for anyone.

“This is a groundbreaking work,” said 
Greg King, chair of Southern’s School of 
Religion. “It is the first multivolume sys-
tematic theology from an Adventist per-
spective.”

Ronald Knott, director of Andrews 
University Press, agreed. “It is the largest 

theological work ever written by an Ad-
ventist author. Now complete, these vol-
umes will have a lasting impact on gen-
eral understanding of Adventist theology 
for years to come.”

Gulley’s work has received broad en-
gagement from scholars outside the Ad-
ventist world. David Dockery, president 
of Trinity International University, com-
mended Gulley’s work in Volume 4 as 
“thoughtful in its approach, balanced in 
its engagement with others, wide-ranging 
in its research and interaction, and clearly 
presented.”

Gulley is currently working on his next 
book, Christ Our Assurance: How to have 
Fitness for Last-day Events and Heaven; 
A Christ-centered Book of Hope. This will 
be a companion source for the Adult Sab-
bath School Bible Study Guides for the 
second quarter of 2018. 

BY Abigail king
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Southern Union Youth Directors 
Connect with Southern Students

Youth directors from the Southern 
Union spent a weekend in Sep-
tember investing their time in 

Southern students. The Union’s Ministry 
Training Weekend provided an oppor-
tunity for the youth director from each 
conference to specifically check in on 
students that they knew previously from 
Pathfinders, summer camps, and acade-
mies.

The weekend began with Vespers 
on Friday evening. Staff from Cohutta 
Springs Youth Camp led out in the praise 
service, followed by a compelling ser-
mon from Ken Rogers, Southern Union 
youth director.

The evening continued with youth 
directors offering a variety of breakout 

sessions to tackle current issues, such as 
“How can I start an active prayer group 
with my peers?” or “How can I relate to 
my LGBT friend?” On Sabbath morning, 
these leaders facilitated more sessions 
addressing difficult subjects. 

For Sabbath lunch, students were in-
vited to the Great Haystack, a massive 
haystack lunch provided by the Southern 
Union and members of the Collegedale, 
Tenn., Church. Church members brought 
homemade desserts to share with stu-
dents as a tie-in to the Adopt-a-Student 
program led by the church.  

To wrap up the weekend, the youth 
directors made pancakes for the students 
at Southern’s Student Park on Sunday 
morning. In this relaxed environment, 

students and youth directors were able to 
talk together and create connections.  

“My experience this year was very 
positive,” said Stanley Knight, youth 
director for the Carolina Conference. “I 
liked hearing how the new students are 
adjusting to college and forming rela-
tionships and friendships.” 

Southern students are already looking 
forward to next year’s Ministry Training 
Weekend. Oksana Wetmore, sophomore 
business administration major, said, “It 
was so thoughtful of the youth directors 
to take time out of their busy schedules to 
make us pancakes and minister to us.”

BY Abigail king
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BULLOCK, JOHN A., 75, born May 19, 1941 at Port Deposit, MD, died Sept. 20, 2016 at Apopka, FL. He was a 
member of the Forest Lake Church in Apopka, FL. 
His naturally-gifted business mind for administration and finance found him serving in such areas as adminis-
trator for Pewee Valley Hospital in Pewee Valley, KY, where he built a 100-bed nursing home, owning nursing 
homes in Owenboro, Beaver Dam, and Bowling Green, KY, Tyrone Medical in St. Petersburg, and helped build 
a school, church, and Maranatha Living Center in New Port Richey, FL. 
He was heavily involved with Maranatha Volunteers International, serving on their board for many years and 
serving with his wife as PR and marketing specialists from 1997 to 1999. They went on many Maranatha mis-
sion trips, and were the third couple to become Missionaries of the Year. 
While at Forest Lake Church, he was a head elder, greeter, church renovation leader, and served on the Forest 
Lake Academy board and several nursing home boards. With his wife, he helped found the motorcycle club 
Ezekiel Wheels, and the two rode to Alaska for their 50th anniversary. He had a fun-loving personality with a 

great sense of humor. 
One of his last requests was for everybody at his service, was to smile because he said, “It is certain, and I’m looking forward to seeing 
Jesus.” 
He is survived by his wife of 55 years, Patricia; one son, Christopher Bullock; one daughter, Angela Register; one adopted daughter, Bon-
nie Shim; one brother, William Bullock; one sister, Lois Irvin; and nine grandchildren. He was predeceased by one son, John Bullock Jr. 
The service conducted by Geoff Patterson at the Forest Lake Church in Apopka, can be viewed online at forestlakechurch2016.org ar-
chives.

CARUBBA, BERNICE, 89, born July 5, 1927 in Louisville, KY, died Sept. 19, 2016 in Altamonte Springs, 
FL. She was a member of the Forest Lake Church in Apopka, FL, for 50 years where she served as an 
organist and Sabbath School teacher. 
She served as secretary to the Florida Conference treasurer for 15 years. She assisted her husband for 
57 years in his pastoral ministry, departmental work, and then as president of the Florida Conference. 
She is survived by one son, Keith Carubba of Leesburg; one daughter, Kerri (Harry) Hunter of Long-
wood; two sisters: Elaine Nelson of Fresno, CA, and Mitchelene Mackintosh of Vancouver, WA; two 
grandchildren; and one great-grandchild. She was predeceased by her husband, Henry Carubba, 
and a daughter, Leigh-Ann. The memorial service was conducted by Marvin Lowman at Forest Lake 
Church in Apopka.

GALAMBOS, BRADLEY J., 66, born Oct. 3, 1949 in Norristown, PA, died Sept. 12, 2016 in Leesburg, FL.  
He was a member and pastor of the North Lake Church in Leesburg at the time of his death. 
His 40 years of denominational service included pastoring churches in Maryland, Louisiana, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Indiana, Texas, New Jersey, and West Virginia. He also served as ministerial secretary for 
the New Jersey and West Virginia Conferences. He served 18 months in evangelism part time in Alaska 
and part time in the lower 48. He wrote a book: A Harmony of the Gospels: The Story of the Messiah.
He is survived by his wife of 47 years, Janice Gamblin Galambos; one daughter, Connie (Nile) Malloy; 
three brothers from Pennsylvania; one sister, Becky Graham from Pennsylvania; and three grandchil-
dren. The service was conducted by Pastor Norman Bassett at the Lakeside Memory Gardens in Eustis, 
FL.

MAY, EUNICE E. MAGOON, 99, born April 18, 1917 in St. Petersburg, FL, died in her apartment home with 
family by her side on June 2, 2016 in Madison, TN. She was a remarkably vibrant and passionate woman. 
She was positive, warm, and loving to everyone around her. Her happy, contagious personality brought joy 
to all. She loved everyone and was loved and respected by those who knew her. 
She was the daughter of the late Carl and Laura Magoon. She and her one brother, David Magoon, grew up 
with their parents in Florida. She graduated from Forest Lake Academy and then took nurses’ training from 
the Florida Sanitarium and Hospital and became a registered nurse. Following her nurses’ training, she went 
to California and also became a registered physical therapist. 
In 1943, she married Luther A. May. She was a faithful Christian woman and active in the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church all of her life. She served beside her loving husband and companion in the Gospel ministry 
where he served as pastor of churches in Iowa, Tennessee, and Kentucky. She loved music and shared 
her talent by singing, leading choir, playing the piano, organ, and marimba. She was active in community 
services and served many years for the Kentucky-Tennessee Conference Community Services Federation 
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helping people in need, and teaching Emergency and Disaster Preparedness. 
Her spirit of dedication and sacrifice reflected her servant-heart, her love for God, and her concern for her fellowman. She was preced-
ed in death by her parents, her husband of 67 years, Luther, and her brother. She is survived by three daughters: Sharrie May, Bonnie 
(Lanny) Phillips, and Judy (Bruce) Trigg; six grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren; several nieces; nephews; and many friends.

ULMER, MIRIAM M., 87, born Dec. 14, 1928 in New Orleans, LA, died Oct. 4, 2016 in Sorrento, FL. She 
was a member of the Forest Lake Church. She became an Adventist after she was married. She served 
in many capacities within the church: Sabbath School, Children’s Department, deaconess, and elder. 
She loved the Lord with all her heart. 
She had the opportunity to work for Loma Linda in the capacity of supervisor to the dental hygienists 
for 17 years. She was then employed with Florida Hospital in risk management and retired from there 
in 1993. 
She is survived by one son, Vic Ulmer; one daughter, Peggy (Larry) Ruggeri; four grandchildren; and 
four great-grandchildren. Her husband, Victor, predeceased her.

ROBERTSON, WILLIS ROY, 68, born May 22, 1948 in Snow Hill, NC, to parents, Oscar LeRoy Robertson 
and Alice Smith Robertson, died July 27, 2016 in Chattanooga, TN. A longtime resident of Chattanooga, he 
served as an accountant and finance officer for Life Care Centers of America, Cleveland, TN; Cohutta Springs 
Conference Center, Crandall, GA; and most recently for North American Credit Services, Chattanooga, TN.
He was a member of the McDonald Road Church, McDonald, TN, and served as an elder and greeter. He was 
known for his kindness, gentleness, and genuine love for people. He did not meet a stranger, and was loved 
by many.
Loving God and country, he proudly served during the Vietnam War. He volunteered to serve in Operation 
Whitecoat, a biodefense medical research program of the United States Army. He was buried in the Chatta-
nooga National Cemetery on August 1, 2016.
He was preceded in death by his father, Oscar LeRoy Robertson; stepfather, Arl Voorheis; and brother-in-law, 
Roy Dunn. Those left to cherish his memory are his wife, Judy Dunn Robertson; his mother, Alice Smith Rob-
ertson Voorheis; son, Kent (Wendy) Robertson; two grandsons: Seth and Caleb Robertson; one brother, Phil-
ip (Kathie) Robertson; one sister, Janita (Dwight) Herod; four sisters-in-law: Donna (Glen) Brock, Ina McFarland, Marilyn (Mike) Nichol-
son, and Peggy Hallman; one stepbrother, Byron (Melody) Voorheis; one stepsister, Sharon (Sam) Kerr; numerous nieces; and nephews.
A Celebration of Life service was held at the McDonald Road Church on Sabbath, September 10, 2016, with an abundance of family and 
friends in attendance. Pastors Dwight Herod and Phil Robertson officiated, reminding us that a great reunion day is coming very soon, 
when there will be no more sickness, pain or suffering, only eternity spent with our Savior. 

ADAMS, MARGARET, 91, born July 18, 1925 
in Ute, IA, died Oct. 10, 2016 in Hendersonville, 
TN. She was a member of the Madison Campus 
Church in Madison, TN. She and her fraternal 
twin sister, Marjorie Ruth, were born to Hen-
ry and Edna Jensen. Marjorie died at the age of 
15 with complications from diabetes. Margaret 
graduated from Oak Park Academy in 1943, and 
Madison College with a Bachelor of Science in 
nursing in 1947. She married Willis E. Adams on 
Dec. 23, 1947. In addition to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her husband, Willis; one 
sister; and three brothers. She is survived by two 
sons: Stan (Charlotte) and Bruce; one sister, Nao-
mi (Gerald) Fillman; three grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren; many nieces; and nephews.

BROOKS, WANDA LEE TOLL, 85, born 
Feb. 20, 1931, died July 1, 2016. She was a mem-

ber of Powderly Church in Powderly, KY.

BROWN, SUSIE L., 80, born Oc. 10, 1936 in 
Yantley, AL, died July 11, 2016 in Meridian, MS. 
She was a member of the Community Church. She 
is survived by one brother, Haron Roberts; and two 
sisters: Dorothy Roberts and Nellie Alexander.

CHAPMAN, EUGENE GEORGE, 99, born 
Aug. 2, 1917 in Kansas City, KS, died Sept. 15, 
2016 in Asheville, NC. He was a member of the 
Fletcher, NC, Church. He graduated from USC 
Dental School in Los Angeles, CA, in 1949. He 
served in the Dental Corps of the United States 
Army in France from 1951 to 1953. In 1953, he 
started a dental practice in Burbank, CA. He was 
preceded in death by his parents: Mabel Buck-
ley and Ira Chapman; his wife, Jane; his brother, 
Paul. He is survived by two loving daughters: 

Judy Powell and Melissa DeFoor (David Shipek); 
three grandchildren: Stephanie (Jamey) Grant, 
Chappie (Shannon) Powell, and Ken (Nichole) 
DeFoor; and seven great-grandchildren.

CHEEVER, LILLIE JEWEL, 87, born Aug. 
21, 1929 in Ethridge, TN, died Sept. 8, 2016 in Cl-
ermont, FL. She was a member of the Clermont 
Church for 10 years. She is survived by her hus-
band of 66 years, Warren Ward Cheever; one son, 
Edward of Cleburne, TX; two daughters: Karen 
Shafter of Shreveport, LA, and Denise Cheever of 
Ft. White; two brothers: Lawrence Cheever of Win-
ter Garden, and Alvin Cheever of Racine, WI; four 
grandchildren; and two great- grandchildren. The 
service was conducted by Byron Voorheis at the 
Brewer Chapel in Clermont.  Interment was at the 
Woodlawn Cemetery in Winter Garden, FL.
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How to Submit Your Advertising
(1) Have your pastor or local church elder write “Approved” and his signature on the sheet of paper containing 
the advertisement, (2) write your name and address on the same sheet, (3) specify how many times the ad is to 
fun, (4) send the approved ad to your conference office 6 weeks in advance of the publication date and (5) don’t 
forget to enclose payment in full for each month the ad is to run. Make checks payable to SOUTHERN UNION.

RATES: Southern Union: $40 for 20 words or less, including address. $45 for anything longer than 
20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word beyond 45. Accepted as space is available. Ads may run in 
successive months as space permits.

Southern Tidings makes every reasonable effort to screen all advertising, but in no case can the periodical 
assume responsibilty for advertisments appearing in its columes, or for typographical errors.

Property Available

SUMMIT RIDGE RETIREMENT VIL-
LAGE is a place where you can live in-
dependently in your own home. Lawn 
mowing and maintenance provided. 
Church and nursing home on grounds. 
Make friends with Adventist neigh-
bors, and enjoy the low cost of living 
in the Oklahoma countryside. Call Bill 
Norman, 405-454-6538. Website: 
www.summit-ridge-village.org. ©

FLORIDA LIVING, INDEPENDENT 
RETIREMENT LIVING – celebrating 50 
years of service. A small, relaxed, sun-
ny and warm environment for SDA re-
tirees. Affordable, lease only condos, 
efficiencies and homes. Located near 
SDA hospitals, medical offices, shop-
ping and entertainment. Vegetarian 
meals and healthy living style promot-
ed. 407-862-2646, www.floridalivin-
gretirement.com  [12-3]

ENJOY WORRY-FREE RETIREMENT 
at Fletcher Park Inn on the Fletcher 
Academy campus near Henderson-
ville, NC. Spacious villa homes and lim-
ited rental apartments available now. 
Enjoy a complimentary lunch at our 
vegetarian buffet on the day of your 
no-obligation tour. Call Loretta for de-
tails. 1-800-249-2882 and visit: www.
fletcherparkinn.com  [12]

MCDONALD, TN – 10 min to SAU, 3 
bedroom home on 5 acres, $284,900; 
McDonald, TN. Vacant land: 9.26 
acres, level, $129,900. Call Wendy Dix-
on, Dixon Team Keller Williams. Call 
423-602-7653.  [12]

LOOKING FOR THAT SPECIAL 
PLACE for your ministry/retreat? Beau-
tiful and natural setting, 45 minutes from 
Chattanooga now availab.e Atop the Cum-
berland Plateau, 80 gorgeous acres with 
spring, pond, building sites, and privacy at 
the end of a country road. No building per-
mits required. Call 423-949-4068.  [12-2]

BEAUTIFUL BRAND NEW HOME on 
2+ acres, 1,600 square feet, 3 bed, 2 
bath, open floor plan, 2-car garage. 
End of road wooded lot w/privacy 
and garden spot with stream. Pond 
with beach, dock. Buy now to choose 
colors, flooring. Dunlap TN, $199,000. 
Call for pictures: 301-992-7472.  [12-2]

7.98 ACRES cleared country seting on 
Lookout Mountain, pasture land re-
cently used as a garden spot. One mile 
from Cloudland Canyon State Park, 45 
minutes to Collegedale. Utilities: elec-
tric, city water, fiber optic cable, nat-
ural gas available. $48,000. Call 423-
504-9627.  [12]

CONSIDERING A MOVE TO NASH-
VILLE, TN? Contact Paul Koulakov, 
broker with Rivergate Realtors: 615-
482-4860 / koul@realtracs.com. Fi-
nancing available through Christo-
pher Armantrout NMLS#1210804 of 
Lending Hand Mortgage, LLC (NMLS# 
152227) 615-671-9178 / Christopher@
Ask-Christopher.com (Advertisement 
is not a commitment to lend.)  [12-2]

Positions Available

PROFESSOR FOR SCHOOL OF BUSI-
NESS at Southern Adventist Uni-
versity needed to begin June 1, 2017. 
Will be teaching undergraduate level 
management courses, serving on uni-
versity committees, directing student 
projects, involvement with research, 
advising management majors, and 
teaching in subject areas: business 
administration, healthcare administra-
tion, and human resources manage-
ment. Qualifications: earned Doctor-
ate degree in Management, Human 
Resources Management, Healthcare 
Administration or related field, with 
related business experience. Teaching 
experience and extensive scholar ac-
tivity is preferred. Candidates with a 
master’s degree and 18 graduate hours 
in management may also be consid-

ered. Send curriculum vita to markhy-
der@southern.edu. For a full descrip-
tion of position and requirements visit: 
www.southern.edu/hr  [12, 1]

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND PSY-
CHOLOGY at Southern Adventist 
University seeks to fill a full-time fac-
ulty position to begin August 2017. 
Full-time faculty position teaching 
graduate level courses and occasion-
al undergraduate courses, providing 
graduate academic advising and clin-
ical supervision, serve on departmen-
tal and university committees, engage 
in activities of the counseling profes-
sion, including development/renewal, 
research and scholarly activity, and 
community service and advocacy. 
Minimum Requirements: Earned doc-
toral degree in counselor education 
and supervision from a CACREP-ac-
credited program or earned doctoral 
degree in clinical/counseling psychol-
ogy from an APA-accredited program 
and have been employed as full-time 
faculty member in a counselor edu-
cation program for a minimum of one 
full academic year before July 1, 2013. 
Licensed or eligible for licensure in the 
state of Tennessee as a Licensed Pro-
fessional Counselor (LPC) or School 
Counselor (LSC). At least 2 years of 
practice experience in clinical men-
tal health or PK-12 school counseling 
settings. Demonstrated/documented 
teaching excellence in higher educa-
tion. Doctoral-level preparation in clin-
ical supervision. Commitment to cul-
tural diversity and social justice. Send 
cover letter with statement of teaching 
philosophy, current CV, unofficial tran-
scripts, and four (4) letters of refer-
ence to: Dr. Ileanna Freeman, ileanaf@
southern.edu. For a full description of 
position and requirements visit www.
southern.edu/hr  [12-2]

DEAN - SCHOOL OF BUSINESS at 
Southern Adventist University – The 
post requires a leader with a Doc-
toral degree in a field of business, a 
commitment to holistic student de-
velopment, relating successfully with 
approximately 14 School of Business 
colleagues, ability to make timely and 
well-informed decisions, and over-
sight of undergraduate and graduate 
programs in business and technol-
ogy. Submit curriculum vitae along 
with cover letter, and statement of 
administrative teaching philosophy to: 
Dr. Robert Young, ryoung@southern.
edu. For a full description of position 

property Available

Positions Available



December 2016  |  SOUTHERN TIDINGS    41

advertisements

and requirements visit www.southern.
edu/hr  [12-2]

MID-LEVEL PRACTITIONER at South-
ern Adventist University – Mid-Level 
Practitioner assesses patients, diag-
noses, and prescribes treatment and/
or medication to Southern Adventist 
University’s students and employees/
families as per mid-level/physician 
protocol. Experience of five years in 
ED/urgent care and/or general fam-
ily practice, successful completion of 
an accredited mid-level practitioner 
program with certification, BLS and 
ACLS certification is required. Scope 
of responsibility: Medical evaluation 
and treatment of students and acute 
care of employees and dependents 
within the accepted scope of practice 
for a mid-level provider. Medical over-
sight by supervising physician both 
remotely and on-site. Maintains to-
tal confidentiality in compliance with 
HIPPA. Attends continuing education 
annually and maintains certifications. 
Attends scheduled UHC staff meet-
ings. Procedure competence: Lacera-
tion repair, burn care, wound manage-
ment and follow up. Submit resumes 
to Sarah Shelburne, sarahshelburne@
southern.edu. For a full description of 
position and requirements visit www.
southern.edu/hr  [12-2]

ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY OF 
HEALTH SCIENCES (ADU) seeks a 
full-time physical therapy faculty to 
teach in one of the following areas: 
therapeutic exercise, musculoskeletal, 
cardiopulmonary or pediatric PT. The 
optimal candidate will be an Adventist 
with a Christian world view who em-
braces the mission and ethos of ADU; 
has an earned academic doctorate, 
teaching experience and a scholarly 
agenda and is eligible for licensure in 
Florida. A candidate with a Doctor of 
Physical Therapy and a clinical spe-
cialist certificate would be considered. 
Position begins August of 2017. Send 
CV to Donna Meyer, at donna.meyer@
adu.edu  [12]

SOUTHWESTERN ADVENTIST UNI-
VERSITY’S English Department is 
seeking applications for a full-time 
faculty member specializing in 18th 
or 19th century British literature. Pre-
ferred candidates will have a Ph.D.; a 
creative writing background is a plus. 
Send CV with cover letter to Dr. Judy 
Myers Laue, lauej@swau.edu  [12-2]

UNION COLLEGE seeks an Adventist, 
Masters-Prepared PA faculty mem-
ber. The ideal candidate will have clin-
ical experience in family practice and 
emergency medicine. Prior teaching 
experience is desired but not nec-
essary. Start date June 1, 2017. Send 
CV and references to Jodi Chewakin, 
jochewak@ucollege.edu  [12]

UNION COLLEGE seeks full-time 
professor of Communications and 
English with strong skills in magazine 
journalism, editing, and writing in-
struction for position beginning July 
2017. Doctorate is preferred. Please 
submit curriculum vitae to Dr. Mark 
Robison, Humanities Division chair, at 
marobiso@ucollege.edu.  [12, 1]

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY has 
faculty openings in the School of Ed-
ucation and Psychology, the Depart-
ment of Computer Science and the 
Department of Chemistry. For details 
and to apply, please visit: http://jobs.
wallawalla.edu. We invite you to share 
this announcement. To learn more 
about Walla Walla University, please 
visit: https://wallawalla.edu/  [12-2]

FAMILY PRACTICE PHYSICIAN: Op-
portunity to join an established prac-
tice in Portland, TN, a rural community 
near Nashville with a freestanding ER 
and diagnostic center, nursing home, 
3 SDA churches, SDA academy and 
elementary school. Fax your contact 
information and CV to 615-325-7116, 
attn: Office Manager. Phone: 615-325-
6524.  [12]

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST 
needed for the ProHealth Wellness 
Center at the Hulsey Wellness Cen-
ter. Flexible schedule, good salary, 
friendly environment. New graduates 
welcomed, no experience required, 
willing to train. Part time and full time 
positions available. Email resume to 
dkch7@yahoo.com or call us at 706-
625-3585.  [12-2]

FLETCHER ACADEMY, INC. is seeking 
a qualified and experienced leader to 
serve as CFO. This position is full-time 
with benefits and is responsible for di-
recting the financial and accounting 
functions of FAI in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting prin-
ciples and will be involved in strategic 
planning, evaluation, and develop-
ment initiatives of FAI. A Bachelor’s 
or higher degree in Accounting or 

Finance and 8+ years of accounting/
finance experience is required; CPA 
a plus. Excellent people skills are a 
must, with experience collaborating 
with a diverse and dynamic team. The 
successful candidate will display re-
sourcefulness in setting priorities and 
have the ability to see the big picture 
while being highly detail-oriented 
and organized. Candidate must enjoy 
working with young people in a board-
ing academy setting that includes a 
unique blend of two schools and sev-
eral businesses. Ready to serve? Send 
cover letter and resume to Gary Carl-
son, CEO. Email: gcarlson@fletchera-
cademy.com  [12]

NEED CAREGIVER type SDA lady to 
share home in the beautiful Cumber-
land mountains with retired mission-
ary nurse/educator. Two rooms with 
private bath, utilities, small stipend. 
Vegan/vegetarian midday meals in 
cafeteria. SDA community. Minimal 
responsibilities, must have own car. 
Call 423-775-4715. Looking forward to 
meeting you!  [12]

COMMUNITY PRAISE CENTER SDA 
CHURCH of Alexandria, Virginia is 
seeking a full time Executive Adminis-
trative Assistant. Skill sets for this po-
sition include: a love for God and peo-
ple, excellent speaking, writing, and 
technology skills, team building and 
multi-tasking skills. Interested candi-
dates please contact the administra-
tive Pastor: L. Roo McKenzie at 301-
310-7133 or at roomckenzie@cpcsda.
org  [12, 1]

CONSIDERING SERVING THE LORD 
through health and education minis-
try? Uchee Pines Institute is seeking 
volunteers in the following positions: 
farm manager, vegan cook/kitchen 
manager, bakery instructor, kitchen 
assistant at our vegan restaurant, car-
pentry instructor, herb shop opera-
tor, sewing instructor, auto-mechanic, 
health food store assistant, and re-
ceptionist for our Lifestyle Center. For 
more information contact: humanre-
sources@ucheepines.org or call 334-
855-4764 ext. 7003.  [12]

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 
    
REMNANT PUBLICATIONS has the 
perfect study Bible to enhance per-
sonal devotions for adults and chil-
dren. We can also provide sharing 

merchandise for sale
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books, pocketbooks and DVD’s to help 
you reach your community for Christ. 
Visit your ABC, or www.remnantpubli-
cations.com or call 1-800-423-1319 for 
a free catalog.  [12-6]

CITRUS FUNDRAISING for your 
church or school. Hand selected cit-
rus direct from the grove. Indian River 
Fundraisers. Please call 1-800-558-
1998.  [12, 1]

MISCELLANEOUS	  
       
                                                     
RELOCATING? Apex Moving & Stor-
age has a national account contract 
with the General Conference for your 
moving needs. Take advantage of a 
volume rated discount. Be assured you 
are moving with the BEST! Call Marcy 
Dante’ at 800-766-1902; or visit us at: 
www.apexmoving.com/adventist  [12]

THE WILDWOOD LIFESTYLE CEN-
TER can help you naturally treat and 
reverse diseases such as diabetes, 
heart disease, hypertension, obesity, 
arthritis, fibromyalgia, lupus, multi-
ple sclerosis, chronic fatigue, cancer, 

depression, and many more. Invest in 
your health, call 1-800-634-9355 for 
more information or visit www.wild-
woodhealth.com  [12-5]

BUTLER CREEK HEALTH CENTER 
Victorious Living Seminar: A live-in life-
style change program for those seeking 
victory over depression, stress, smok-
ing, alcohol, drug related dependen-
cies, and lifestyle diseases. Our 30-day 
program includes hydrotherapy treat-
ments, complimentary massage, coun-
seling, cooking classes, exercise plan, 
health education classes, and much 
more. Cost: $3950.  Phone: 931-213-
1329. www.butlercreekhealth.org  [12]

AUTHORS of cookbooks, health 
books, children’s chapter and picture 
books, Call 800-367-1844 for your 
free evaluation. We publish all book 
formats, distribute to over 39,000 
bookstores in 220 countries. Find our 
new titles at your local ABC or www.
TeachServices.com, used SDA books 
at www.LNFBooks.com  [12-4]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSI-
TY offers master’s degrees in busi-

ness, computer science, counseling, 
education, global community devel-
opment, nursing, religion and social 
work. Flexibility is provided through 
some online and many on-campus 
programs. Financial aid may be avail-
able. For more information, call 423-
236-2585 or visit www.southern.edu/
graduatestudies  [12-5]

FRIENDS OF SOUTHERN ADVEN-
TIST UNIVERSITY are invited to join 
alumni for a “Martin Luther and the 
Reformation-Celebrating 500 Years” 
tour scheduled for June 13-25, 2017. 
Visit major sites of the Protestant Ref-
ormation in Germany and Switzerland 
during this historic, milestone anniver-
sary. Immerse yourself in European 
culture and breathtaking scenery with 
experienced tour leader, Bill Wohlers. 
The cost is $3,950 per person and in-
cludes air fare, ground transportation 
by motor coach, lodging, breakfasts 
and dinners, as well as an estimated 20 
sightseeing activities. Contact Alumni 
Relations by emailing alumni@south-
ern.edu or by calling 423-236-2830 to 
learn more and to reserve your space 
before January 1.  [12, 1]

miscellaneous

advertisements
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Memorial Hospital is an equal opportunity employer and provider.Opportunity:

Winner of the Gallup Great Workplace Award  6 Consecutive Years  

 

Become a part of our mission-driven team at  Manchester Memorial Hospital.

Qualifications:
·     Bachelor’s degree in Nursing (Masters preferred)
·     Maintains CPR certification
·     Maintains professional licensure of a Registered Nurse in the state of Kentucky
·     Successfully completed annual required self-study training guide and post test
·      Minimum 5 years previous management experience

We offer competitive compensation and benefits packages, inclusive of an RN Incentive Program.
For more information, please contact HR at 606-598-5104 
ext 4270 or apply online at www.manchestermemorial.org

Inpatient Services Director

MOVING?
Need to change your address 

for Southern Tidings?

Mail in the label from the back 
of your last Southern Tidings, or fill-in the

information below and mail it to: 

Southern Tidings, Address Change,
P.O. Box 923868, Norcross, GA 30010-3868

Name:

Old Address:

New Address:

Phone Number:

Home Church:
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SUSDAGift.org

For help in effectively distributing your 
estate, contact your local Conference 
or University Planned Giving and Trust 
Services Department today!

Like the rose of Sharon in Song of Solomon 2:1, June Rose 
Watkins, a longtime member of Durham-Five Oaks Church, 

impacted everyone she met. She had a pleasant inner beauty and 
a loving fragrance of genuine care. Rose never met a stranger, 
and many have testified how she helped them during difficult 
times.

Rose never married and had no children. She recognized estate 
planning documents were necessary to effectively distribute 
her estate after life. Rose chose the Carolina Conference as her 
Trustee, placing most of her estate in trust so that God’s Work 
would continue to bloom after her death.

A Rose that Continues to Bloom

Carolina 
Rick Hutchinson (704) 596-3200

Florida 
Phil Bond (407) 644-5000

Georgia-Cumberland 
Mitch Hazekamp (706) 629-7951

Gulf States 
David Sigamani (334) 272-7493

Kentucky-Tennessee 
Silke Hubbard (615) 859-1391

Oakwood University 
Lewis Jones (256) 726-7000

South Atlantic 
(404)792-0535

South Central 
Sonja Crayton (615) 226-6500

Southeastern 
Juan Gonzalez (352) 735-3142

Southern Adventist University 
Carolyn Liers (423) 236-2818

Heavily discounted pricing avaiable for the Southern Union
• Churches • Church Schools • Conferences

See the full lineup at: 
www.panasonic.com/projectors

Discounts only available through the Southern Union Communication Department
770-408-2132 | nzinner@southernunion.com

Projector Discount
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Recognizing that God has made of one blood all mankind (Acts 17:26) but that sin has awakened division, 
hatred, feelings of superiority, and even domination of others, we reaffirm the absolute necessity of following 
divine instructions in relating to one another.

Paul reminds Christians that we “are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus,” that “there is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus,” 
Galatians 3:26, 28. Jesus Himself prayed that we “may be one,” just as He and His Father “are one” (John 
17:21-23), and commanded us to “love one another” as He loves us (John 13:34). Even in the Old Testament, 
God’s people are instructed, “When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. The 
foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself…,” Leviticus 19:33, 
34, NIV.

The social/political climate in our country and the world has produced worries, divisions, and fears in 
many individuals. This has even invaded the Church. As a Church, we have a responsibility to care for the 
disadvantaged and to denounce oppression, abuse, or division in all its forms. This includes people from all 
ethnicities, religions, life styles, and political viewpoints. 

The Southern Union appeals to all our churches, schools, and individual members to extend the love of God 
to all persons, creating a climate of acceptance and safety in our houses of worship, educational, and health 
care institutions.

We affirm those who are showing the kindness of our Savior toward the underprivileged, the unwanted, and 
the outsiders without prejudice.

Even as this statement is prepared, 
• Children born in America are asking their parents if they will be separated. 
• A teacher in our school was met by political, racist chants by students. 
• A Hispanic American citizen was told by an unknown individual, “You will be deported.” 
• Mothers are fearful of allowing their sons to drive because they are in danger of losing their life for
  “driving while Black.”
• A pastor asked whether he can baptize an undocumented person. 

These and other recent events call for our voices to be united with them in removing such humiliation, fear, 
and abuse, for such “should not be so among us.”

VOTED by the Ministerial team of the Southern Union, November 16, 2016.
Southern Union Ministerial Director
Carolina Conference
Florida Conference
Georgia-Cumberland Conference
Gulf States Conference
Kentucky-Tennessee
South Atlantic Conference
South Central Conference
Southeastern Conference

A Compassionate Call 
in an Age of Fear and Concern
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eventscalendar

Carolina 

LE Year End Convention – Dec. 29-
Jan. 1. Pigeon Forge, TN.
Pathfinder Council –  Jan. 6, 7. NPR.
Volunteer Lay Pastor Promo-
tion Day –  Jan. 14. TBD.
Carolina Evangelism Impact 
–  Jan. 19-22. Myrtle Beach. Details: Visit 
the Carolina Conference website at:  
www.carolinasda.org.
Volunteer Lay Pastor Promo-
tion Day – Jan. 28. TBD.
Volunteer Lay Pastor Promo-
tion Day – Feb. 4. TBD.
Adult Sabbath School Work-
shop – Feb. 11. Monroe Church.
English Romance @ the Ranch – 
Feb. 10-12. NPR.
Hispanic Romance @ the Ranch – 
Feb. 17-19. NPR.

Carolina

announcements

SUNSET
Atlanta, Ga

Charleston, SC

Charlotte, NC

Collegedale, TN

Huntsville, AL

Jackson, MS

Louisville, KY

Memphis, TN

Miami, FL

Montgomery, AL

Nashville, TN

Orlando, FL

Tampa, FL

Wilmington, NC

5:29 	 5:31 	 5:34 	 5:39 	 5:44 	
5:14	 5:16 	 5:19 	 5:23 	 5:29 	
5:11 	 5:13 	 5:16 	 5:21 	 5:26 	
5:30 	 5:31 	 5:35 	 5:39 	 5:45 	
4:35 	 4:37 	 4:41 	 4:45 	 4:51 		
4:56 	 4:58 	 5:01 	 5:06 	 5:11 	
5:23 	 5:24 	 5:28 	 5:32 	 5:28 	
4:48 	 4:50 	 4:53 	 4:58 	 5:04 	
5:30 	 5:33 	 5:36 	 5:40 	 5:45 	
4:40 	 4:42 	 4:45 	 4:50 	 4:55 	
4:33	 4:34 	 4:38 	 4:42 	 4:48 	
5:29 	 5:31 	 5:35 	 5:39 	 5:44 	
5:35	 5:37	 5:40	 5:45	 5:50
5:02 	 5:04 	 5:07 	 5:12	 5:17 

Dec. 9    Dec. 16    Dec. 23     Dec. 30     jan. 6

WHAT MAKES A LIFE WORTH LIVING? 
– Dec. 8, at 7 p.m., at the Church on the 
Drive in College Park, FL. This is the ques-
tion Paul Kalanithi explored in his memoir, 
When Breath Becomes Air, after his diag-
nosis with stage IV lung cancer. Published 
posthumously, it has since become a #1 
New York Times Bestseller. Join Adven-
tist University of Health Sciences (ADU) 
for a conversation with his widow, Lucy 
Kalanithi, about her husband’s book and 
life. This event is part of ADU’s ongoing 
Colloquium series on “Faith and Loss.” To 
RSVP, go to www.adu.edu/series.

GYC 2016: “WHEN ALL HAS BEEN 
HEARD” – Dec. 28-Jan. 1. Join thousands 
of young people from around the world at 
GYC Houston, as we spend four days dis-
covering the Good News and significance 
of the Judgement through Bible study, 
prayer, witnessing, fellowship, seminars, 
and sermons. Visit www.gycweb.org for 
details and registration. Standard registra-
tion closes Nov. 30.

STAYING LEGAL – Jan. 29. A communica-
tion training on copyright and trademarks 
at the Georgia-Cumberland Conference Of-

fice, 255 Conference Rd., NE, Calhoun, GA. 
From 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. Lunch provided. 
Join us for this year’s free communication 
training with Jennifer Gray, J.D., counsel for 
the General Conference. Jennifer will be 
talking about copyrights and trademarks. 
The event is free, but RSVP is required.

FLORIDA KEYS CAMP MEETING – Feb. 
17-19. Camp Sawyer (Boy Scout Camp), 
Mile Marker 34. Free to ALL! “FILL MY CUP, 
LORD,” presented by Jeremy Arnall. For 
camping information, call Laura: 423-972-
7694. For all other information, email Pas-
tor Juanita: prayingks@gmail.com. Attend-
ees are asked to bring food for Sabbath 
lunch/supper potlucks. Wooden chairs are 
provided, bring your own pillowed comfort. 
Camp Sawyer was remodeled in 2013 with 
20 new individual bathrooms and showers.

UNION COLLEGE HOMECOMING – April 
6-9. Honor classes: 1947, 1957, 1962, 1967, 
1977, 1987, 1992, 1997, and 2007. 125th year 
celebration. For more information, contact 
the alumni office at 401-486-2503, 3800 S. 
48th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506, or alumni@
ucollege.edu.

LA SIERRA 95TH ALUMNI REUNION 
ACADEMY – April 28, 29. 4900 Golden 
Ave., Riverside CA. Honor classes: 2’s and 

7’s. Welcome reception: 7 p.m., Friday, 
April 28, LSA Library. Honor class services 
registration: April 29, at 9 a.m. Services 
at 10 a.m. Potluck luncheon. Alumni/Var-
sity Basketball at 8:30 p.m., on Saturday 
evening. Please update your contact info. 
JNelson@lsak12.com; 951 351-1445 x244; 
www.lsak12.com

AN ACF CHAPTER NEAR YOU! – Ad-
ventist Christian Fellowship (ACF) is our 
Church’s ministry that supports Adventist 
students who attend public colleges and 
universities. The on-campus groups are 
called ACF chapters. When students talk 
about their ACF experience, they use 
words such as “home away from home,” 
“belonging,” and “spiritual growth” to 
describe the positive impact an ACF com-
munity has had on their lives. So students, 
if you’re not already connected to an ACF 
chapter on or near your campus, be sure 
to connect quickly this semester, long 
before life becomes really hectic. There are 
currently nine active ACF chapters: ETSU, 
Emory, Georgia Tech, Georgia State, KSU, 
UGA, UTC, UTK, and UWG. Two developing 
chapters are Georgia Southern University 
and Lincoln Memorial University. For more 
information such as ways to contact each 
chapter, visit our website: www.acfgcc.org 
and click on Chapters.



Florida

Complete calendar online –flori-
daconference.com/events
A Better Choice / Florida Ad-
ventist Book Center – Altamonte 
Springs: toll-free number, 877-55-FLABC 
(877-553-5222). Miami: 305-805-9900. 
High Springs: 386-454-7956. Shop 
online: floridaconference.com/abc or 
order by email: FloridaABC@floridacon-
ference.com
Florida Adventist Bookmobile 
Schedule The old, faithful bookmobile 
vehicle has been retired. Until further 
notice, a van will make pre-ordered 
deliveries only. Orders must be made by 
phone or email before noon Thursday 
prior to Sunday delivery.
North Area Adventurer Zone 
B, 2K Color Run – Jan. 19. Tampa 
Adventist Academy, 3205 North Blvd., 
Tampa. Cost: $15. Details and registra-
tion: floridaconference.com/events/
north-area-adventurer-zone-b
Restore: A Conference on Mis-
sion – Jan. 30, 31. Forest City Spanish 
Church, 7601 Forest City Road, Orlan-
do. A conference for church pastors, 
elders, and ministry leaders supporting 
transformation for mission. Speakers: Ed 
Stetzer and Michael Frost. Cost: $150 or 
$99 before Dec. 31. Details and registra-
tion: restorethemission.com
Women’s Ministries Retreats – 
Camp Kulaqua, 23400 NW 212 Ave., 
High Springs. Theme: In My Sister’s 
Shoes. Cost: $47.25-$236.25 depending 
on accommodation choice. Details and 
registration: kulaqua.com/2017-sda-
womens-retreat-kulaqua-retreat-and-
conference-center
Feb. 3-5. English-language. Speaker: 
Marti Jones.
Feb. 10-12. English-language. Speaker: 
Carolann De Leon.
Feb. 3-5. Spanish-language. Speaker: 
Carolann De Leon.
Men’s Ministries Convention – 
March 10-12. Camp Kulaqua, 23400 NW 212 
Ave., High Springs. Theme: Boots On the 
Ground. Speakers: Frank Gonzalez, Robert 
Hines, Newton Hoilette, Gervon Marsh. Cost: 
$31-$236.75 depending on meal/accommoda-
tion/commuter choice. $25 housing discount 
if registered by Jan. 16. Details and registra-
tion: kulaqua.com/2017-sda-mens-retreat-at-
kulaqua-retreat-and-conference-center

Georgia-Cumberland 

Messiah Sing-Along – Dec. 11, 3 p.m. 
Chattanooga First Church.
Banquet for Bible Research Stu-
dent and 3 Point Play Parents – 
Dec. 11. Cairo, GA.
Master Guide Directors’ Council 
– Dec. 11, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Conference 
Office. Calhoun, GA.
Conference Office Closed for 
the Holidays – Dec. 23-Jan. 2. Cal-
houn, GA.
Constituency Pre-Session Meet-
ing (district 1) – Jan. 14, 4-5 p.m. Ev-
eryone welcome. Wimbish Road Church, 
Macon, GA.
Pathfinder/Adventurer Direc-
tors Council – Jan. 15. Cohutta 
Springs Youth Camp, Crandall, GA.
Pathfinder Junior Event – Jan. 
20-22. Cost $45. Register by Dec. 19. Co-
hutta Springs Youth Camp, Crandall, GA.
Constituency Pre-Session Meet-
ing (district 2) – Jan. 21, 4-5 p.m. 
Everyone welcome. Atlanta Belvedere 
Church, Atlanta, GA.
Elementary Band/Strings Festi-
val – Jan. 27, 28. Collegedale Academy, 
Collegedale, TN.
Staying Legal: A training on 
copyright and trademarks – Jan. 
29, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch provided. 
Presentation given by Jennifer Gray, J.D., 
counsel for the General Conference. A 
free communication training, registration 
required. Conference Office, Calhoun, 
GA.
Oasis High School Retreat – Feb. 
3-5. Cohutta Springs Youth Camp, Cran-
dall, GA.
Constituency Pre-Session Meet-
ing (district 3) – Feb. 4, 4-5 p.m. 
Everyone welcome. Calhoun Church, 
Calhoun, GA.
Constituency Pre-Session Meet-
ing (district 4 and 5) – Feb. 11, 4-5 
p.m. Everyone welcome. Chattanooga 
First Church, Chattanooga, TN.
Some events require pre-registration; 
details at registration.gccsda.com

Kentucky-Tennessee

Executive Committee – Dec. 6. & 
March 28. Conference Office.
Ministers’ Meeting – Jan. 16-19. Pi-

geon Forge, TN.
Evangelism Boot Camp – Jan. 27-29. 
Indian Creek Camp.
Couples Getaway – Feb. 11. Indian 
Creek Camp.
Women’s Leadership – Feb. 26. Con-
ference Office.
Eastern KY Camp Meeting – March 
10, 11. Prestonsburg, KY.
Music Festival – March 16-18. High-
land Academy.
Louisville Festival of Faith – 
March 24, 25. Louisville, KY.

Adventist University of Health 
Sciences 

Colloquium Series Schedule:
Dec. 8. 7 p.m., Lucy Kalanithi, When 
Breath Becomes Air (by Paul Kalanithi). 
Orlando Museum of Art.
Jan. 4-Feb. 5. 7:30 p.m., Blackberry Win-
ter – a play by Steve Yockey. Orlando 
Theater at the Orlando Shakespeare 
Theater.
April 6. 7 p.m., Philip Yancey, The 
Question That Never Goes Away: Why. 
Florida Hospital Church.

Southern Adventist University 

Wind Symphony Christmas 
Concert – Dec. 3. Southern’s Wind 
Symphony will perform a free seasonal 
concert at 8 p.m. in Iles P.E. Center at 
Southern. The music can also be enjoyed 
online at southern.edu/streaming. For 
more information, call 423-236-2880.
School of Music Christmas Con-
cert – Dec. 10. Southern’s Symphony 
Orchestra and choral ensembles will 
perform a selection of inspirational hol-
iday music at 4 p.m. in the Collegedale 
Church of Seventh-day Adventists. The 
event is free and may also be viewed 
live at southern.edu/streaming. For more 
information, call 423-236-2880.

SOUTHERN UNION

Southern Union Camp Ministry 
Recruiting – Jan. 15-19. Southern Ad-
ventist University Campus.
Annual Academy Prayer Confer-
ence – Jan. 19-21. Camp Kulaqua. High 
Springs, FL.
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southern adventist University

Southern Union

adventist University of health sciences

Kentucky-tennessee

Georgia-cumberlandFlorida



48     SOUTHERN TIDINGS  |  December 2016

nonprofit
u.s. postage

paid
college press

Southern Union Conference
P.O. Box 923868
Norcross, GA 30010

For the first time, the World Congress for Religious 
Freedom is coming to North America. You’re 
invited to join religious liberty advocates and 

experts from around the world as the Southern 
Union hosts this once-every-five-years event.

WORLD 
 CONGRESS8th

RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM

and the 

Hope for Peaceful 
Co-existence.

Register Now 
AUGUST 22 24, 2017

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, United States

Hear leading advocates and scholars 

Network with attendees from  
around the world 

Explore critical and timely issues  
of religious freedom

BREAKOUT SESSION TOPICS INCLUDE:

Religious freedom and LBGTIQ rights

Private businesses and a right  
to discriminate?

Religious freedom and the  
millennial generation  

International religious  
freedom advocacy 

Challenges to faith-based  
schools and colleges

www.irla.org
www.facebook.com/8thWorldCongress

@IRLA_USA
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