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Through a rare natural phenomenon, Southern Adventist

University is bringing together Seventh-day Adventist schools

across the country.

BN B ANGELA BAERG

rare natural phenomenon

will occur on August 21,

2017 — a magnificent to-

tal solar eclipse. Although
eclipses of various magnitudes occur
frequently, the last time an eclipse this
spectacular took place in North Amer-
ica was in 1918. Some people travel the
world in search of extraordinary eclips-
es, but during this event many United
States residents will be able to view one
from their own front doors.

The eclipse will first be visible in Or-
egon and pass through the Midwest be-
fore arriving in the Collegedale, Tennes-
see, area around 2:30 p.m. Those located
in the center of its path — also called
the “center of totality” — will witness
an eclipse that lasts about two and a half
minutes.

Since Southern Adventist University
is located only 40 minutes away from
where the center of the eclipse will pass,
the Physics and Engineering Depart-
ment faculty plan to capitalize on this
unique opportunity for hands-on scien-
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tific study. They will host a field trip for
physics students, an on-campus view-
ing party for all majors, and a virtual
viewing party that is open to all North
American Division (NAD) Seventh-day
Adventist schools.

A Rare Opportunity

A solar eclipse is caused by the moon
passing between the sun and the Earth,
casting a large shadow on Earth’s sur-
face. The most common type is a par-
tial solar eclipse, which occurs when the
sun, moon, and Earth are not perfectly
lined up, so the sun is only partly ob-
scured. The second type of eclipse is an
annular eclipse, when the moon does not
completely block the sun, but instead ap-
pears like a dark disk on top of a brilliant
ring. Finally, the last type of eclipse is a
total solar eclipse, where the sun, Earth,
and the moon are in a direct line. In this
scenario, the sky becomes very dark, as
if it were night.

It is this last and most rare form of
eclipse that will occur on August 21.

Rarer still is for an event of this magni-
tude to happen in one’s own backyard.
To make the most of this opportunity,
Southern’s Physics and Engineering De-
partment is canceling all indoor class-
es on August 21, and instead spend-
ing the day in the most cutting edge,
thought-provoking classroom of all —
the great outdoors.

Together, students, faculty, and staff
will travel to the center of totality in Ath-
ens, Tennessee, to view the full length
of the eclipse and run experiments. They
will log the pivotal moments during the
eclipse, attempt to photograph the dif-
ferent phases, and use a spectrometer to
compare and contrast the spectrum of
the sun’s corona in full sun and in to-
tality.

The students who remain on campus
will also have a special viewing party.
Although Collegedale is not at the center
of totality, more than 99 percent of the
sun will be covered, and students will
use special eclipse-viewing glasses to
see the eclipse in near-totality.
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Chris Hansen, Ph.D., Southern Adventist University physics professor, holds a ball representing the sun as he explains a total
solar eclipse to elementary students.
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Collaborative Learning

This opportunity is so unique and excit-
ing that Chris Hansen, Ph.D., Physics and
Engineering Department chair, did not
want to limit it to Southern students alone.
Instead he came up with the innovative
idea to host a virtual viewing party. With
the help of the NAD Office of Education,
he reached out to all of the Seventh-day
Adventist schools in the Division within
the scope of the eclipse. He offered them
free eclipse-viewing glasses if they would
perform experiments, take pictures, and
share their results with sister schools via
Southern’s website, southern.edu/eclipse.
Anyone will be able to view the results as
they are posted.

“It is a great opportunity to build com-
munity within our Seventh-day Adventist
school system,” Hansen said. “Plus it’s sci-
ence related, which makes it even better.”

This virtual viewing party is the first of
its kind within the North American Divi-
sion school system, and so far Hansen has
received an enthusiastic response. Twen-
ty-six schools in the path of the eclipse
— including at least 12 in the Southern
Union — have signed up to participate,
totaling more than 1,500 viewers. Schools
range from the western-most school of
Gem State Academy in Caldwell, Ida-
ho, to the eastern-most school of Myrtle
Beach Seventh-day Adventist Christian
School in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.

Chadd Watkins, principal of Highland
Academy in Portland, Tennessee, has
signed up the 100 staff and students of his
school to participate. “I’m hoping the stu-
dents will enjoy this once-in-a-lifetime
event,” Watkins said. “I want them to re-
alize that we were created by the Master,
and what we see is a result of His works,
not some cosmic explosion. I hope all the
schools are reminded that we are fearful-
ly and wonderfully made.”

Kelli Vigil is a teacher at Rapid City Sev-
enth-day Adventist School in Rapid City,
South Dakota. She has signed up the 17
students at her school, and is looking for-
ward to the eclipse. As a teacher in a small
school, she is very grateful for the free re-
sources to enable them to participate in an
experiment like this, and for the opportuni-
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ECLIPSE VIEWING ABCS

Eclipses can be as dangerous as they are amazing, so remember these safety

tips as you prepare for your viewing experience.

 Use special-purpose solar filters for eye protection, such as eclipse-viewing
glasses or hand-held solar viewers. DO NOT LOOK DIRECTLY AT THE
SUN WITHOUT PROTECTION.

+ If you are taking photos, make sure you use a special solar filter so that you
don’t harm your camera’s imaging sensor.

* Do not look at the uneclipsed or partially-eclipsed sun through an unfiltered
camera, telescope, binoculars, or other optical device, even if you are wear-
ing eclipse-viewing glasses or a viewer.

+ If you know what to watch for, there are several distinct events that occur
throughout an eclipse, such as “Bailey’s Beads” and shadow bands. They
happen around four pivotal moments called “contact times.” These include:

* (1, the moment the lunar disk first touches the solar disk,
* (2, the exact second when the lunar disk covers the sun,
» (3, the moment when the sun pokes out from behind the moon again, and
» (4, the exact moment when the moon quits covering the sun.
There are several solar eclipse timer apps for your cell phone that can help you
know when each of these phenomena occur, so you don’t miss anything. For more
information about the eclipse, visit southern.edu/eclipse.

Students, wearing special glasses, stare at a bright light simulating the sun as
they learn about eclipses.
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SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY OUTREACH

In addition to providing a strong education for their students, the science professors at Southern are also working to offer learn-
ing opportunities for the community at large. One such project is a website about the origins of life from a creationist perspective.
It has many free, informative presentations that can be utilized by teachers, homeschooling families, pastors, or anyone else with
a desire to learn. Topics range from dinosaurs to the origins of the universe. To learn more, visit southern.edu/origins.

Another outreach is a monthly star watch, a great opportunity for community members to observe the splendor of God’s Cre-
ation. Dates and times for the next viewing can be found at southern.edu/calendar.

Joshua Barrow, 15, a physics and math alumnus currently pursuing a doctorate in physics at the University of Tennessee in
Knoxville, appreciates these collaborative efforts.

“I was tremendously blessed during my time at Southern by the professors and students who surrounded me,” Barrow said. “I
know that I wouldn’t be where I am today if they hadn’t been pushing me to be the best physicist that I can be. I think projects
like these are a step toward the kind of world we all hope to one day be a part of — all, as one, looking up into the sky, ready to
be astonished by only a small part of the glory of Creation.”

Southern is providing free eclipse-viewing glasses to schools participating in the project

ty for her small school to feel connected to  Vigil shared. “The more interactive and Angela Baerg is a Montessori preschool

the Adventist community at large. hands-on our science work can be, the teacher who graduated in 2006 from
“Science is the fingerprint of God, better! I think this will be an experience ?::rt)gzrg:\dvent/st University in Collegedale,

but that is sometimes lost in the com- my students will always remember.” ® '

plex concepts and tricky vocabulary,”
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Adventist Health System Expands

-0OC

BY MARIO ROBERTS

Ted Hamilton, M.D., will lead mission and ministry for Adventist
Health System as its new chief mission integration officer and
senior vice president of mission and ministry.

inpatient settings.

S ON MISSION,

MINISTRY

Orlando “Jay” Perez, M.Div., has been promoted to vice president
of institutional ministries and will focus on expanding mission in

dventist Health System (AHS) has
Aexpanded its Mission and Ministry

Department, and announced two
key leadership changes that will further so-
lidify and advance its mission of Extending
the Healing Ministry of Christ throughout
the Health System and in the communities
it serves. Ted Hamilton, M.D., has been
promoted to chief mission integration offi-
cer and senior vice president of mission and
ministry, and Orlando “Jay” Perez, M.Div.,
has been promoted to vice president of in-
stitutional ministries, focused on expanding
mission in inpatient settings.

“We are guided by our mission in every-
thing we do as an organization, and I am
confident that our new direction, leader-
ship, and expanded focus will help distin-
guish Adventist Health System as a beacon
of light in health care, and as we get closer
to the consumer, enable us to provide our
Christian healing ministry to patients in all
care settings, at each stage of care delivery,’
said Terry Shaw, president/CEO for AHS.

Hamilton, who will report to Shaw, will
provide direction and oversight of mission
and ministry for AHS, developing and im-
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plementing strategy, cultivating mission-fo-
cused leaders, and promoting and incorpo-
rating mission across all the organization’s
inpatient and outpatient areas. He previous-
ly served as vice president of medical mis-
sion for AHS. His experience also includes
serving as senior medical officer for Florida
Hospital, director of Florida Hospital’s fam-
ily practice residency, executive director of
the Loma Linda Faculty Medical Group,
and medical director for HMO Georgia. He
currently serves as chair of the executive
committee for the Coalition for Physician
Well-Being. A graduate of the Loma Linda
University School of Medicine, Hamilton
completed his family practice training at
Florida Hospital. He also earned a master’s
degree in business administration from the
Rollins College Crummer Graduate School
of Business.

In what is a new role in the organization,
Perez, who will report to Hamilton as well
as Daryl Tol, president/CEO of AHS’s Cen-
tral Florida Division, will be responsible for
the integration of mission across all inpa-
tient settings, mission onboarding for AHS
employees, the Mission Integration Peer

Review process, chaplaincy services, and
the AHS Master of Divinity/CPE program.
He previously served as vice president of
mission and ministry for Florida Hospital,
and has also served as assistant vice pres-
ident for mission and service excellence
at Florida Hospital. An ordained minister,
Perez also has experience in both pastoral
ministry and clinical ministry at hospitals
in Texas and Florida. He earned a master’s
degree in divinity from Andrews University
Theological Seminary, and an undergradu-
ate degree in theology from Southwestern
Adventist University. He is certified by the
Association for Clinical Pastoral Education
as a CPE supervisor, and serves that orga-
nization as a member of the Certification
Committee.

The Mission and Ministry Department,
which is based at AHS’s corporate head-
quarters in Altamonte Springs, Florida, also
oversees clinical mission integration, con-
gregational ministries, corporate campus
ministries, CREATION Health, mission
communication and resources, physician
engagement, and the spiritual ambassadors
program. ®
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Conference President Adopts

BY TYLER ROBERTS
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Dave Livermore (left), president of the Gulf States Conference, stands with Mark Sandoval, M.D., president of Uchee Pines

Wellness Center in Seale, Alabama.

ave Livermore, president of the

Gulf States Conference, could

barely walk into his house in early
January this year. He had a problem with
his health. “My job is very busy ... [ didn’t
watch what I ate. I’d just run through
drive-through, drink coffee; I was out of
control.” His wife, Teresa, sensed some-
thing wasn’t right, and she was very con-
cerned. He said, “I'm always okay, I'm
just that type of guy. I was having pains
in my heart, but I thought, ‘I’'m just an old
guy; that’s just the way life is.””

When a trip to Uchee Pines was sug-
gested by Brian Danese, Conference trea-
surer, Livermore was reluctant. “I wasn’t
interested in the lifestyle. I just thought,
‘Why are we going to Uchee Pines?’” Liv-
ermore and his administrative team ar-
rived at Uchee Pines on January 8, 2017,

for five days of tests and procedures. At
the end of their stay, Livermore met with
Mark Sandoval, M.D. The diagnosis was
clear: heart trouble, diabetes, bad kidneys,
and a susceptibility to dementia were all
staring him in the face. Something had
to be done. Livermore drove all the way
home in silence. “I just shut my phone off
... I was praying and thinking, how could
this happen ... I know better. I went home
to my wife; she had never seen me this
scared.” Determined not to let his prog-
nosis get the best of him, Dave and Tere-
sa dedicated themselves to a plant-based
diet. “T will never call it a diet; it is defi-
nitely a lifestyle.” Smaller portions, fewer
meals, daily walks, no dairy or cheese are
just a few of the major changes that Liver-
more had to adjust to. The transition was
not easy. “The first probably three weeks

you feel like you’re going to die. I was
starving. Letting go of snacks and sweets
and eggs and cheese was tough.” Having
the constant support of his wife is one of
the ways he was able to make it through.
“My wife went on this with me ... I’'m not
sure | could have done this alone. She’s
helped me so much.”

Although the road hasn’t been easy,
both have already seen the results of stick-
ing to a plant-based diet. At the writing of
this article, Livermore has lost more than
50 pounds. This puts him in spitting dis-
tance of his overall goal of 200 pounds.
Teresa has lost more than 30 pounds as
well. “My daughters are doing it, my
neighbors are doing it. I’'ve seen a sig-
nificant difference in everything. I’'m not
perfect, I still struggle, but I'm not going
back,” said Dave Livermore. ®

AUGUST 2017 | SOUTHERN TIDINGS

PHOTO BY: TYLER ROBERTS

9



10

georgiacumberlandfeature

=

P LAOS G
DV

BY KHAMSAY PHETCHAREUN AND DAVID EKKENS

ROW

—NTISM

SUBMITTED BY DAVID EKKENS

Here is the land that has been purchased to build Living Water Academy. The Adventists in Laos are trying to raise money
to fund the academy. There are currently only 1,300 Seventh-day Adventists in Laos, and only a little over one percent of
the population call themselves Christian.

oon after the beginning of Sev-
S enth-day Adventism, education

became a strong right arm of the
Church. The result of that strong arm to-
day is that the Adventist educational sys-
tem is one of the largest Protestant educa-
tion systems in the world.

God has given His people many bless-
ings through the schools. But, you might
miss out on those blessings if you live in
a country that does not have Seventh-day
Adventist schools. A communist country

SOUTHERN TIDINGS | AUGUST 2017

like Laos, which neighbors Thailand and
Vietnam, has only 1,300 Adventists and
no Adventist schools.

Actually, in 1957, they started an Ad-
ventist school in northern Laos. Pioneer
missionary Dick Hall hired a local com-
munity teacher to educate 12 Hmong
boys. Three and a half years later, the In-
dochina War forced Hall to evacuate, and
the school closed.

Providently, one of the 12 boys remained
faithful, and he later became the first Lao

Adventist Church pastor, and built the first
Lao-speaking Adventist church in Laos.
That initial primitive attempt at Adventist
education produced fruit.

Since the recent revival of the Adventist
work in Laos, the members have felt a fer-
vent desire for schools where their young
people can learn about their friend, Jesus.
Lao Attached Field (LAF) decided to
build a high school where students could
learn, not only the usual subjects, but also
the distinctive Adventist beliefs.



God blessed the search for land; they
found a prime location next to Phou Khao
Khouay Biodiversity National Park, south
of Vientiane. The newly named Living Wa-
ter Academy is projected to cost $1,000,000.

God impressed donors to give $100,000,
and LAF borrowed $50,000 from Southeast
Asia Union Mission (SAUM) to complete
the purchase. Now the $50,000 must be re-
paid. The Lao pastors and administrators
have agreed to take a salary cut to pay back
the loan, which will take them several years.
The fact that they are willing to sacrifice
says how important they believe a school
would be. Unfortunately, the Laos pastors
are barely surviving with their current pay;
a salary reduction is unthinkable.

The 1,300 Seventh-day Adventist Lao
members are also committed to building
this new school: more than 100 members
worked on the land last January, install-
ing cement fence posts and clearing land.
Soon electricity will be available and a well
drilled. The property can then be used for
camping. LAF plans to hire caretakers to
stay on the property and begin a cattle-rais-
ing industry.

Many years ago, there was no Geor-
gia-Cumberland Academy or Collegedale
Academy, but our struggling members rose
to the challenge, and those schools were
built along with many others. Today we
can help meet a new challenge, to help fel-
low Adventists provide education for their
young people.

Georgia-Cumberland Conference mem-
bers are partnering with LAF to raise ap-
proximately $1.7 million to help build
Living Water Academy and fund 10 other
soul-winning projects in Laos. One million
dollars to build a school may seem like a lot
of money. But, think about it — it would on-
ly take 100 Sabbath School classes to raise
that if each class donated $10,000.

Or, if each of the 40,000 members of the
Georgia-Cumberland Conference gave $25,
we could build Living Water Academy, to
the glory of God. Join the club. Ask your
Sabbath School class to set a goal of $25 to
$100 per person for one month.

Or, let’s dream big. Imagine the Holy
Spirit inspiring 10% of the 286,000 mem-

georgiacumberlandfeature

Those in the country of Laos are in need of new churches and schools. Pictured is a
typical Sabbath church service.

LAOS FACTS

Laos was founded in the 14th
century.

It is one of the few remaining
communist countries (1953-pres-
ent).

Poor transportation, sanitation
concerns, and little electricity are
challenges.

Laos has more than six million
people.

Rice dominates agriculture;
about 80 percent of arable land
Srows rice.

Laos is 91,875 square miles
along the Mekong River.

Buddhism is the main reli-
gion; only 1.5 percent identify as
Christian.

bers of the Southern Union to join the
40,000 Georgia-Cumberland Conference
members in giving $25 each; there’s anoth-
er $700,000. That would print a lot of books,
train a mighty force of lay pastors, and build
language schools and churches. This could
all happen in a country where Christ’s name
is barely known and the communist govern-
ment highly restricts proselytizing.

Other projects for developing the Adven-
tist church in Laos include publishing Sev-
enth-day Adventist books for distribution to
thought leaders, Buddhists, and students.
This is a miracle that God performed: the
books are being printed at the Lao National
Publishing House — the cost was $100,000.
Church planting in pioneer or newly entered
areas — the cost is $80,000. English lan-
guage schools — the cost is $260,000. Pas-
tor training — the cost is $120,000.

Any of the above projects could be bro-
ken down into smaller increments. If you
and your Sabbath School class would like
to help fulfill the great commission on the
other side of the world, email dekkens@
southern.edu or call 423-713-5232. ®
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William Clinton Scales Jr.: Another General Sleeps

JOY COM

illiam Clinton Scales Jr. was
born March 18, 1935, in Charles-
ton, West Virginia, to the late

William C. Scales Sr. (1915-2010) and Myra
Mills Scales (1919-2015). They adored their
only child they nicknamed Junior, and from
birth they taught him to love, trust, and
obey God. When he was a toddler, the fam-
ily moved to Cleveland, Ohio, where they
became active members of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Junior was a good child
who understood his calling at a young age.
At the age of eight, after his life was spared
in an automobile accident, he decided to be-
come a preacher — and he never changed
his mind. Junior’s parents, who were strong
believers in Christian education, sent him to
Ramah Academy.

After elementary school, he packed his
bags and headed south to Huntsville, Ala-
bama, where he would spend the next eight
years at Oakwood Academy and Oakwood
College (now Oakwood University). As he
matured and outgrew the name Junior, he
became known and loved as Billy, a dis-
tinguished young man with a silky smooth
voice, an easy smile, and a strong love for
God. While in college, Scales sang with
the Cathedral Quartet, who traveled exten-
sively, and did evangelistic work during the
summers with his mentor, Earl E. Cleve-
land. Scales learned much from Cleveland,
and adopted many of his evangelism tech-
niques. In 1956, he graduated with a B.A.
degree in religion and theology, and a minor
in vocal music. After marrying Lois Yates,
a fellow Oakwoodite from Chattanooga,
Tennessee, Scales continued his education
at Andrews University, majoring in Bible
and systematic theology, and minoring in
counseling, earning his master’s degree in

SOUTHERN TIDINGS | AUGUST 2017
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William C. Scales Jr.

1958. Both Oakwood and Andrews univer-
sities have honored him as Alumnus of the
Year.

Scales began his pastoral ministry in
the Central States Conference, and was
ordained to the Gospel ministry in 1962.
While honing his pastoral skills, he as-
sumed the role of father after he and Lois
adopted two children, Larry and Linda.
His ministry path led him to the Allegheny
Conference, and then to the Allegheny East
Conference where he served as Conference
evangelist from 1965-1971, while also pas-
toring several churches in Virginia. In 1966,
Scales and the Cathedral Quartet joined
Cleveland for a groundbreaking crusade in

=R IN
RNING

Trinidad that resulted in 812 individuals be-
ing baptized in one summer. Another high-
light of that trip was the recording, Trinidad
Triumph, featuring sermons by Cleveland
and the music of the Cathedral Quartet.

In 1971, the Scales family moved to
Maryland to pastor Berea Temple, which
was then the largest Adventist church in
Baltimore. He and his father both believed
that they were “born to win souls,” and
together they wrote a series of easy-to-un-
derstand Bible study lessons they called the
“Real Truth.”

One lesson series turned into two, and
then grew into an entire evangelism pro-
gram that was modeled after Cleveland’s
methods, and strongly influenced by the
book Evangelism by Ellen White. The Re-
al Truth program is a wholistic approach to
evangelism that includes the presentation
of the Gospel, health principles, family en-
richment, youth outreach, the ministry of
music, literature, and personal evangelism,
with a strong emphasis on lay member in-
volvement.

Through the years, Scales was blessed to
have his parents as part of his ministry team
serving as Bible instructors and as part of
the Singing Scales Family. Later, children
Larry and Linda would replace their grand-
parents, maintaining the family’s tradition
of music.

In 1978, Scales was called to the Sev-
enth-day Adventist World Headquarters to
serve as the associate secretary of the Min-
isterial Association Department. In 1986,
he became ministerial director of the North
American Division, where he was instru-
mental in the development of Ebony Evan-
gelism, a project specifically designed for
African-American evangelism and church
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The singing Scales family included William Sr. (left), Myra, Lois, and William Jr.

William Jr. and Pat Barnett Scales
married in 1999.

growth. In additional to his departmental
duties, he worked tirelessly to raise funds
to hold evangelistic meetings, not only in
North America, but also in many countries
around the world. Before retiring from the
Division in 1997, Scales was inducted into
the Martin Luther King Jr. Collegium of
Preachers and Scholars at Morehouse Col-
lege in Atlanta, Georgia, and was honored as
a world class preacher and evangelist. After
the death of Lois Scales (1934-1998), he met
Madeline (Pat) Barnett, a retired elementary
school teacher from Ohio, whom he married
in 1999. In 2003 the couple moved, along
with Scales’ parents, to Birmingham, Ala-
bama, where they would begin a new minis-
try. Scales served as the general coordinator
of Real Truth Ministries, an evangelistic
outreach ministry started in 1999, and led by
Timothy Lewis, evangelist. Using the meth-
odology designed by the Scales father/son
team, Real Truth Ministries’ evangelistic
projects have led to more than 16,000 bap-

tisms worldwide, and the establishment of
28 new Seventh-day Adventist churches. In
2012, Scales was called out of retirement by
the South Central Conference to pastor three
churches in the Birmingham area. Never
putting aside the mantle of evangelism, not
even during his illness, this great man of
faith spent his last days planning a crusade
for summer 2017. At the time of his death,
he was serving as the pastor of the Bessemer
First and Brent Adventist churches.

Nearly every summer for most of his life,
Scales was involved in an evangelistic cru-
sade that resulted in thousands of souls be-
ing baptized, and new churches being raised
around the world. At the close of each ser-
vice, he would leave the audience with these
words: “Have faith in God. Your sins He’ll
wash away, your night He’ll turn to day.
Have faith, my friends, in God.”

Scales went to sleep in Jesus on Sabbath
evening, May 27, 2017. He is survived by
his wife, Pat; two children, Larry Scales and

Linda Scales McLaughlin; three stepchil-
dren, Pandra Taylor, Chesca (Tarus) Otti-
son, and James (Jada) Barnett II; nine grand-
children, Charles (Geneva) Pargo 111, Jessica
(Dajon) Chapman, Karl Mercer 11, Timothy
Pope Jr., Jamiri Bennett, James Barnett III,
Chelynn Pargo, Jaslyn Barnett, and Ciara
Pargo; five great-grandchildren, Charles
Pargo IV, Cheyenne Pargo, Chauncey Par-
g0, Chance Pargo, and Jalia Rose Chapman;
four first cousins, Sheree Lambert, Shannon
Rogers, Karen Coleman, and Alex Cole-
man; Anthony Wims, whom he loved like a
son, and his family; a host of extended fam-
ily members; and many close friends, who
can look forward to that glorious day when
death and sorrow will be no more.

“May God grant us spiritual vision to
see the invisible, strong faith to believe the
incredible, and divine power to achieve the
impossible so that the work can soon be fin-
ished and we can all go home,” W.C. Scales
Jr., Ministry magazine, June 1989. ®
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BY MARIEL LOMBARDI

The Tirado family includes daughter-in-law Carly (left), son
Eric, Miguel, Mayra, son Miguel Jr., and daughter-in-law Jessica.

Before They Cried,

- ANSW

Miguel Tirado is shown in Luquillo, Puerto Rico, in Septem-
ber 1989, after Hurricane Hugo destroyed his home.

iguel Tirado lived in Luquillo,
I\/I Puerto Rico, a very picturesque
village surrounded by hills and
abundant vegetation. He attended the local
Adventist church, had a house, a very nice
family, and a stable job. He never imagined
any changes in his location or lifestyle.
However, man proposes and God disposes.
In September 1989, Hurricane Hugo
passed through the island wreaking hav-
oc. Returning to his home, Miguel found
the sad reality that it no longer existed. His
home had been totally destroyed. As if this
was not enough, since the storm had gen-
erated a critical situation everywhere, ma-
ny companies had also suffered damage,
and he lost his job. It was a desperate situ-
ation. A sense of helplessness seized him.
Sabbath came and the family went to
church. Most of the men testified how God
had protected their homes. Prayers of grat-
itude were shared about the Lord’s care for
His own. Miguel left church that Sabbath
feeling even more depressed. Somehow he
must have not been among God’s children,
he thought. The Lord had protected every-
body but him. He had to rethink his whole
life, and decide what he was going to do.
Together with his wife, Mayra, he decided
to become more actively involved in the ac-
tivities of the church, and to seek God’s will
for their future.
Soon the pastor noticed that Miguel had
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the gift of teaching and communicating
ideas clearly, and that his desire to col-
laborate had grown considerably. Seeing
that he was now in the process of finding
a course for his life, he thought it appro-
priate to make him aware of this gift, and
invited him to think about going to the
seminary to study theology. Miguel was
surprised since this thought had never
crossed his mind. At first he resisted the
idea. But, he and Mayra prayed about it.
After a few days, they decided to go to
Andrews University Theological Semi-
nary in Berrien Springs, Michigan.
Miguel began to study with great enthu-
siasm. The road was not easy, considering
that he had a family to take care of. How-
ever, the couple was determined to follow
the plan that they were sure God had laid
out for their lives. The financial situation
was not comfortable, but they managed to
survive. With a little time still left to grad-
uate, the coffers began to hit rock bottom.
They did not know how they were going
to survive. They fell behind in tuition
payments. One day a letter arrived from
the University informing him that he had
a few days to make his tuition payments
current, or he would not be able to contin-
ue his studies. As always, they joined in
family prayer. They fervently asked God
to help them pay the debt. The next day
they started their regular activities, and

when the mail came, they found an enve-
lope with a check. They were curious to
find out who had sent it and why. No one
owed them money. As they opened the
envelope, to their surprise they found that
the check had been written for the exact
amount they needed to pay Miguel’s past-
due tuition debt. When they looked at the
date the check had been dispatched, they
noticed that it had been sent days before
they had received the letter from the Uni-
versity’s Finance Department, and days
before they prayed for this money. With
an indescribable joy in their hearts, they
clearly saw that God is willing to answer
prayers before they are lifted.

The Tirado family had put their lives in
God’s hands, and they were willing to use
their talents for His service. God kept His
promise.

“And before they cry, I will answer;
While they still speak, I will have heard,”
Isaiah 65: 24, 25 NKJV.

Miguel finished his studies and grad-
uated with a master of divinity degree.
He and Mayra are developing a powerful
ministry at the Georgia-Cumberland Con-
ference, where he serves as director of the
Hispanic Ministries Department. ®

Mariel Lombardi /s the SURF customer
service and accounts manager at the
Southern Union in Norcross, Georgia.



BY MARIEL LOMBARDI

bout three months ago, Beatriz
AVerdecia was driving through

the Atlanta, Georgia, streets on
her way to the Christian book store. Her
mind was puzzled. She had been think-
ing of ways to improve the way she and
her husband, Miguel, managed their
finances at home. She was sharing her
thoughts with God. Her goal was to start
saving money, but that never seemed to
be possible. In addition, Miguel was ac-
customed to giving Bibles away, which
is why she was heading to the Christian
book store.

She was happy about Miguel’s eager-
ness to share his faith, but she thought
they were spending a lot of money on
Bibles, considering that the price for
each Bible is $35.99, and Miguel’s list of
acquaintances that did not have a Bible
kept growing; hence, she was heading to
buy two more Bibles.

As she kept driving, she glanced at the
Sam’s Club store. She had not planned
to stop there, but for some reason, she
decided to do so. She went into the store,
and browsed around for groceries. All
of a sudden, something caught her at-
tention: there was a sign indicating Bi-
bles for sale. “What in the world!” She
thought. “Since when did Sam’s start
selling Bibles?” She approached the
stand where the Bibles were displayed,
and found that the Bible she was going
to buy for $35.99 was $15.99. She froze.
Her eyes were wide open. It seemed like
God was telling her, “I am behind Mi-
guel’s new project, and I am more than
willing to help!”

Beatriz bought the Bibles, and went
back home. When Miguel was getting
them ready to give away, he pulled the
$15.99 price stickers off, and saw under-
neath each of them was another sticker
for $35.99.
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Miguel and Beatriz Verdecia

God spoke to Beatriz that day, and
guided her to get the tools she needed to
fulfill the mission. She and Miguel felt
blessed.

“Now may the God of peace...... equip
you with everything good for doing His
will, and may He work in us what is
pleasing to Him, through Jesus Christ,

to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen,” Hebrews 13:20, NIV.
And, He will!®

Mariel Lombardi is the SURF customer
service and accounts manager at the
Southern Union in Norcross, Georgia.
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Itiswrittennews

It Is Written Breaks Ground for
New Ministry Headqguarters
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Artist’s rendering of the new It Is Written headquarters in Collegedale, Tenn.

groundbreaking ceremony for the

new It Is Written ministry head-

quarters was held July 10, 2017.
More than 300 attended the event that took
place in Collegedale, Tenn.

The groundbreaking ceremony featured
It Is Written representatives, government
and business leaders, and Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church leadership, including Dan
Jackson, North American Division presi-
dent; Roger Hernandez, Southern Union
evangelism director; Ed Wright, Geor-
gia-Cumberland Conference president; and
Katie Lamb, Collegedale City mayor.

Guest speakers welcomed the ministry
to Collegedale with open arms. You “bring
a legacy of providing hope and life to mil-
lions of people around the world, and now
that’s centered right here in Collegedale,”
said Ben Wygal, Ph.D., assistant to the
president of Southern Adventist University.
John Bradshaw, It Is Written speaker/direc-
tor, shared the ministry’s history of innova-
tive media ministry, and explained how the
new ministry headquarters would enable
more people to be reached with the Gospel.

Originally headquartered in California,
the 61-year-old media ministry moved to
Tennessee in 2014, and has been leasing
office and warehouse space in Chattanoo-
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ga. In 2016, It Is Written selected the nearly
nine-acre lot in Collegedale as its perma-
nent location because of the support of
the Conference, Union, and the proximity
to Southern Adventist University, a strong
partner of the ministry.

“It was four or five years ago when we
learned that It Is Written was entertaining
the prospect of a potential move. Immedi-
ately we became interested about the pros-
pect of collaboration with It Is Written, the
Southern Union, and the Georgia-Cumber-
land Conference,” Wright said. “Since then
our dreams have been more than fulfilled.
The shared philosophy that It Is Written
brings to this collaboration is significant. It
has already had an impact. It is a wonderful
win-win situation.”

In preparation for the groundbreaking
ceremony, Bradshaw felled the first tree on
the property, and 16 shovels turned the soil.
A large portion of the land will be cleared
in the coming months, and construction is
expected to begin this fall.

Construction of the new ministry head-
quarters is targeted for a 2018 completion,
with excavation beginning in August 2017.
The two-story building will be 40,905
square feet and include office, studio, and
warehouse space. The new ministry head-

Sixteen participants prepare to break
ground on July 10, 2017.
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John Bradshaw (left), It Is Written speaker/
director; Charles Reel, treasurer; and Jesse
Johnson, manager, hold up the shovel

used by Bradshaw at the groundbreaking
that was signed by the 16 participants.

quarters will also house a fitness center,
resource shop, and mission museum. Riv-
er Street Architecture of Chattanooga has
completed architectural plans, and P&C
Construction of Chattanooga will serve as
the general contractor on the project.

See building plans, purchase a commem-
orative brick, and see updates at itiswritten.
com/newhome. ®

BY ANNALYSE HASTY
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ADU Students Explore Holy Lands
During University’s First Bible Tour

group of students from Adven-
Atist University of Health Sciences

(ADU) participated in the Univer-
sity’s first-ever Bible tour in April and May
2017. The trip was organized by Zdravko
and Bozana Stefanovic, from the Health
and Biomedical Sciences Department, as
an alternative way for students to earn cred-
its for their religion courses. Leaving the
day of spring graduation, the group includ-
ed 16 students, two faculty members, and
Zdravko and Bozana Stefanovic.

It was an exciting step for ADU to be able
to offer a student experience like this. Many
members of the group had never traveled
abroad before, but they were in good spirits
and embraced the experience with positive
attitudes, according to the Stefanovics.

The two-week trip was split equally be-
tween Greece and Israel, with the group
landing in Athens, Greece, and leaving from
Tel Aviv, Israel. They visited many import-
ant biblical sites around Athens, such as the
Acropolis, and then traveled to the old city
of Corinth for a day stopping by the Corinth
Canal. Heading north, they spent a day en-
joying the incredible scenery of the Meteo-
ra, formations of immense pillars and huge
rounded boulders in Thessaly, Greece.

In Israel, the students had the chance
to see many historic spiritual sites up
close, such as the city of Bethlehem and
its Nativity Church, said to be the birth-
place of Jesus. In Jerusalem they visited
Gethsemane, the famous garden where
Jesus prayed before the night of his cru-
cifixion, and the nearby Temple Mount. In
the Nazareth Village, they walked through
an open-air museum that reenacted village
life in the Galilee in the time of Jesus.
They had a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee,
and visited Capernaum and the Church
of Beatitudes, where Jesus is believed to
have delivered his Sermon on the Mount.

A highlight of the trip for many of the

The tour group poses with the city of Jerusalem in the background.

students was visiting the famous Dead
Sea, Earth’s lowest elevation on land, and
one of the world’s saltiest bodies of water.
The salinity is so high that you can easily
float right on its surface, which the stu-
dents were excited to experience.

The group enjoyed learning about local
cultures and customs. They ate local Ara-
bic, Greek, and Jewish food, and learned
Hebrew, Greek, and Arabic expressions.
In their free time between tour stops, they
could shop and explore areas like down-
town Athens. While on the tour bus, they
would read significant passages from the
Bible that connected them spiritually with
each place they visited. Faith and religion
remained the focus as the students came
face-to-face with centuries-old sacred sites.

Most of the students didn’t know each
other before setting out on the trip, but
bonded through this shared, unfamiliar
experience. They talked about challenges
they had or were currently going through,
discussed the decisions they’d made, and
prayed together. It was an emotional expe-
rience for many of them, with some of the
girls currently in school to go into a sec-

ond career or feeling at a crossroad in their
lives. But, the trip gave them a chance to
relax, meditate, and enhance their relation-
ship with God. As one student later de-
scribed in her journal, “This has been such
a powerful, inspirational, and spiritual ex-
perience, and I truly believe my connec-
tion with God has changed for the best!”

Overall, ADU’s first Bible tour was a
definite success: the students visited many
significant religious sites, and learned more
about them first-hand than they would have
being in a classroom and reading out of a
textbook. The group’s motto for the trip
was, “We are not tourists, we are pilgrims.”
The group was even honored with pilgrim
certificates when in Israel.

As they moved through these historic
Holy Lands, they embodied that pilgrim
sentiment to the fullest. They went through
a life-changing experience — connect-
ing deeper to their spirituality, and taking
those lessons back with them to enhance
their education, careers, and ties to family
and friends. ®

BY LISA MARIE ESSER
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adventisthealthsystemnews

L eaders Celebrate Major Milestone
as Hundreds of Formerly
Homeless Now Have Homes

Florida Hospital donated $6 million to end chronic homelessness in central Flori-
da and in return, 580 homeless Floridians were given a place to call home.

— xecutives with the Central Florida
—— Commission on Homelessness and Ad-
ventist Health System’s Florida Hospi-
tal joined Buddy Dyer, Orlando mayor; Teresa
Jacobs, Orange County mayor; Jose Alvarez,
Kissimmee mayor; Peggy Choudhry, Osce-
ola County commissioner; and John Horan,
Seminole County commissioner, to announce
more than 100 formerly homeless people
have moved into homes as a result of the re-
gion’s “Housing First” initiative.

In 2014, Florida Hospital made a $6 mil-
lion donation to end chronic homelessness in
central Florida — the largest one-time pri-
vate commitment of its kind. Central Florida
leaders leveraged this contribution to launch
a campaign to end the cycle of chronic home-
lessness in the region by transitioning to the
Housing-First model, in which the chronical-
ly homeless are provided a home, extensive
support services, and case managers.

“We are thrilled to celebrate this signifi-
cant milestone in central Florida’s history.
This pilot to build a new system of care
would not be possible were it not for the
collaboration and support of our commu-
nity partners in the tri-county area,” said
Shelley Lauten, CEO of the Central Florida
Commission on Homelessness. “While the
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pilot shows great promise, it is important
we remember the work we have done as a
community must not stop. We will continue
to work together to effectively end chronic
homelessness in central Florida — by mak-
ing it rare, brief, and one-time.”

The Housing First model is a proven ap-
proach that seeks to end the vicious cycle of
chronic homelessness that costs communi-
ties, local governments, hospitals, and busi-
nesses millions of dollars each year.

When Florida Hospital joined the initiative
with its donation, the organization identified
100 homeless central Floridians who most
frequently visited the Emergency Depart-
ment during a one-year period. In that time,
their combined total hospital charges were
nearly $15 million in uncompensated care.

“Every day, hundreds of people enter our
emergency rooms. We provide life-saving
surgeries, treat their infections, and try to
heal them. But, if a patient is homeless and
has no social, financial, mental, or medical
support, they return to our hospitals time
and time again,” Daryl Tol, president and
CEO of Florida Hospital and the Central
Florida Region — Adventist Health System.
“While there is a cost benefit to ending
chronic homeless, as a faith-based organi-

zation, it’s what we are called to do. We be-
lieve housing is healing.”

Leaders with the Central Florida Commis-
sion on Homelessness, Homeless Services
Network, and other community partners
shared several results of this pilot project, in-
cluding the following:

* 168 people housed since September

2015.

* 73 additional people receiving case
management and waiting for a home.

* More than $4 million spent so far for
the Housing First program: $2.5 mil-
lion for case management, and $1.2
million for housing.

+ Additionally, Florida Hospital reports
a nearly 60 percent reduction in
Emergency Department visits by the
formerly homeless involved in the
pilot program who have been housed
one year or more.

“Our region’s effort to house our
homeless population is another example
of the power of collaboration. Florida
Hospital’s commitment to ending chron-
ic homelessness was a catalyst for de-
veloping a coordinated, long-term solu-
tion to address one of our region’s most
complex challenges,” said Buddy Dyer,
Orlando mayor. “I am proud that, as a re-
sult of this partnership, our community
has surpassed our initial goal under the
Housing First model.”

Significant strides have been made outside
the Florida Hospital-related funding, too.
During the same time, more than 580 addi-
tional chronically homeless central Floridians
were housed as a result of the regional Hous-
ing First efforts.

“While much has been accomplished, an
immense need remains,” said Martha Are,
executive director of the Homeless Services
Network of Central Florida. “We know
there are at least 1,000 more chronically



homeless men and women in central Flor-
ida who need our help with housing.”

For the formerly homeless such as Ann
Anderson, a house and the key services are
literally life-changing.

“Having a home is a huge blessing,” said
Anderson, who lived in a tent behind a busi-
ness in Orange County. Anderson said she
appreciates the simple things, like being
able to get a glass of cold water to drink.

Elected officials who have been supportive of

adventisthealthsystemnews

the Housing First initiative applauded the efforts
and results the region is experiencing so far.
“As a region, we have a proven track re-
cord of success through collaboration. On
issues that range from affordable housing
to the intensely complex issue of homeless-
ness, we’re more effective when working
as a region,” said Teresa Jacobs, Orange
County mayor. “Through an interdisciplin-
ary approach that includes not just the juris-
dictions, but also our health care, housing,

Integrating Spirituality into Hospital Care:

Murray M

Spiritual
Spiritual

ospitals have a long history of being
}— a place for healing the body. When

the unexpected happens, wheth-
er sickness or injury, the hospital is where
people turn for help. For most, physical
care is the full extent of the services offered,
but Adventist hospitals are different. For
more than 150 years, Adventists have held
an inspired understanding that true healing
comes from treating the whole person —
body, mind, and spirit. In order to achieve
wholeness, one must address all aspects of
healing. This philosophy of care changes the
very dynamic of hospitals, and places spiri-
tual care at the forefront.

Adventist Health System’s Murray Med-
ical Center answered this need by establish-
ing a Spiritual Life Council, developed spe-
cifically to integrate spiritualty into the life
of the hospital, and to strengthen its ability
to live out its mission of Extending the Heal-
ing Ministry of Christ.

The role of the council is to strategically de-
velop programs, celebrations, and worship ex-
periences for all, to enhance personal and col-
lective spirituality for patients and employees.
They are tasked with creating an atmosphere
that is welcoming to all faith traditions and
backgrounds, while honoring the hospital’s
Seventh-day Adventist heritage and identity.

“Mission is at the heart of everything we
do, and with the creation of the Spiritual
Life Council, we will continue to devel-
op mission strategy, nurture relationships,
worship, and create a spiritual atmosphere
for our patients, staff, and community,” ex-
plained Karen Steely, chief executive officer
at Murray.

The council is composed of individuals
who have a keen interest in the enhancement
of Murray’s spirituality, and who represent
a fair cross-section of hospital leadership,
staff, and community clergy. There is a bal-
ance of faiths represented, with one constant
— every person has a heart for mission and
is committed to furthering that mission in all
that they do.

“We see patients every day that are sick,
tired, worried, and stressed. How can we
help them feel a sense of God’s peace?
Through the way we care, the events and
programs we offer, prayer, and most impor-
tantly by living out our mission,” stated Lo-
rena Bowers, Murray chaplain/spiritual care
coordinator and chair of the Spiritual Life
Council. “We have the opportunity to do all
of these things and more with new forma-
tion of our council.” ®

BY MEGHAN BRESCHER HALLEY

social services, and mental health profes-
sionals, we’ve been able to align priorities
in support of ‘Housing the First 100 pro-
gram. Through the Homeless Services Net-
work, and in partnership with Florida Hos-
pital, we’ve been able to make real progress
in housing a very vulnerable group of high-
need, chronically homeless individuals.” ®

BY FLORIDA HOSPITAL CORPORATE
COMMUNICATIONS

edical Center Creates
_ife Council to Focus on
Health

Lorena Bowers, spiritual care coordinator/
chaplain at Murray and chair of the Spiritu-
al Life Council, believes this initiative will

better embed spirituality into the hospital.

Caring for the spirit is a fundamental part
of healing, and the Spiritual Life Council
is tasked with ensuring that mission is at
the forefront.
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World Youth Group Trains God’s
Workers in Cuba

early 20 years ago, the youth Sab-
bath School class at the Westmin-
ster, S.C., Church decided they
wanted to start a mission project in Cuba.
Since that first project in 1997, World Youth
Group has grown into an established non-
profit corporation, and is a member of Ad-
ventist-laymen’s Services and Industries.
Today, it is one of the largest soul-winning
ministries in Cuba, training the people there
to be lay medical missionaries who can
minister to their peers. So far, World Youth
Group has trained 550 youth in Cuba, send-
ing more than 60 of them into 32 Cuban cit-
ies where the Gospel has never been heard.
Although this group encounters many
challenges when engaging with the gov-
ernment, they continue to hold true to their
four main pillars of ministry. First, World
Youth Group trains young Cubans (through
a one-month medical missionary course) to
relieve suffering in practical ways. Second,
they send their course graduates to one of
the 1,000 towns in Cuba that have never
heard about the Adventist Church and its
beliefs. Third, they bring in young mission-
aries from North America to hold evangelis-
tic series in the newly reached cities. Final-
ly, World Youth Group establishes a church
or company in the town by purchasing a
house and holding weekly meetings there.
Because of their prior positive involvement
in the various communities through medi-
cal work, the government is more willing to

Missionaries

New medical missionaries

grant them permission to worship.
Throughout their ministry, World Youth
Group has witnessed multiple miracles of
both healing and soul-conversion. Last year,
Rodolpho, a videographer for a communist
television station in Cuba, took their med-
ical missionary course. After becoming a
trained medical missionary, he began shar-
ing his experience and his love for Jesus.
Each day he would have a conversation
with his boss, focusing on his new Adventist
beliefs, and finally gaining the courage to
offer her Bible studies. She quickly agreed,
and they began staying at the office an extra
hour each evening to study God’s Word and
discuss their findings. When World Youth
Group conducted another medical mission-

Mmportant

iINn Church Plants

uring its recent constituency session
at Nosoca Pines Ranch, the Caroli-
na Conference celebrated 30 new
church plants that were started between
2011 and 2015. With an average of six new
church plants per year in the last quinquenni-
um, the Conference is setting its hopes high
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for the next five years. The Conference has
a faith goal of planting 12 new church plants
per year between 2016 and 2020, which is
a total of 60 new church plants. Although
this is exciting, it is critical that new church
plants are not ignored once they attain group
or company status.

ary course earlier this year, Rodolpho’s boss
took the course and was baptized. With such
inspiring soul-winning stories happening on
a regular basis, World Youth Group looks to
the future with great anticipation.

As World Youth Group furthers their
ministry in Cuba, they continue to witness
God’s mercy and grace. Their goal is to
send out 40 additional medical missionar-
ies; therefore, they crave the prayers and
assistance of the people in the Carolina
Conference. If you would like more infor-
mation about this ministry, please visit their
website, www.worldyouthgroup.com. ®

BY ABIGAIL KING

Many mission groups are healthy and
have an excellent lay leader. However, sev-
eral groups are seeing little to no growth,
and need a couple or a family to help them
evangelize and bring in more members. To
attain company status, a mission group must
have 30 baptized members, and an average
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attendance of at least 30. Important factors
for church growth include a positive rela-
tionship with the mother church, a leader
that is focused on evangelism and relation-
ships, a good location and facility in a popu-
lous area, and good structural health. Some
groups and companies in the Conference are
missing one or more of these attributes, and
desperately need the assistance of their fel-
low church members in the Conference.
Brad Cauley, Conference church planting
coordinator, believes that just two people
coming into a small group can help spark
growth. The Conference is urging mission-

ary-minded Adventists to prayerfully con-
sider assisting a mission group in North or
South Carolina. Whether you are willing to
move to a new area, join a small mission
group planted near you, or visit a group once
a month to assist in the services, your help
will prove vital to their growth.

Several groups that would benefit from
your consideration are Gaffney Mission
Group, Outer Banks Living Waters Mission
Group, Stanley Mission Group, Kannapolis
Harvest Mission Group, and Valdese Great
Hope Mission Group. The Gaftney group is
specifically looking to increase their atten-

dance by having Adventists from surround-
ing counties join them in their missionary
endeavor. The Kannapolis and Valdese
groups are small congregations with good
leadership who need a few more members to
boost evangelism and discipleship. Mission
groups are not the only congregations that
could use the assistance of fellow church
members. The Charlotte Myanmar Inter-
national Company and the Lumber Riv-
er Company would also love to have new
members come to help spark growth in their
congregations.

There are many other groups and compa-
nies in the Carolina Conference that would
also benefit from new members with a mis-
sionary mindset. Even small churches, such
as the Orangeburg, S.C., Church, would
benefit from new workers in their field. If
you are excited about the opportunity to as-
sist in the growth of the smaller congrega-
tions, please contact Brad Cauley by email,
beauley@carolinasda.org, or by phone, 704-
596-3200, ext. 5711. @

BY ABIGAIL KING

Church Treasurer Honored
for oO Years of Service

wenty-three-year-old ~ Shirley G.

Styron began serving as the church

treasurer for the little Kinston, N.C.,
Church on July 1, 1957. Her baptism had
taken place only four months earlier, and
her young heart was eager and willing to
work for her church and her Lord.

This year the first day of July marked 60
years of Styron’s faithful service as church
treasurer for the Kinston Church. She has
volunteered in the same church position
longer than anyone else in the history of
the Carolina Conference.

To celebrate Styron’s accomplishments and
recognize her tireless dedication to the Lord’s
work, Conference officers asked her to come
onstage during the Wednesday evening meet-
ing at Camp Meeting this past May. They pre-
sented her with a dozen roses and a commem-
orative plaque, and honored her with words of
appreciation and encouragement.

e

Leslie Louis, Carolina Conference president, reads the inscription on the plaque
presented to Shirley Styron, Kinston Church treasurer for 60 consecutive years of

service in one position at Kinston.

All are called to serve God and fellow
man. This is part of actively worshipping
the Father, and responding with a thankful
heart to what He has done in the lives of
His children. Styron’s many years of ser-

vice are a testament to her commitment to
God, and to His blessings as she continues
working for Him in the Kinston Church. ®

BY LESLIE LOUIS
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Learning Tree Academy
Holds Graduation

earning Tree Academy at the
I_Apopka, Fla., Church held its an-

nual baccalaureate program on
May 20, 2017. The morning message
delivered by Sandra Doran*, then as-
sociate superintendent of education at
Florida Conference, encouraged the
young people to never give up. The
service was enhanced by testimonials
from former students.

Graduation was held during a week-
night with 31 children participating.
This outreach ministry, which has
served the community for more than 20
years, is a quality children’s day care
service licensed and approved by the

state of Florida for children two months
to five years of age.

The philosophy of Learning Tree
Academy follows Proverbs 22:6: “Train
up a child in the way he should go, and
when he is old he will not depart from
it.”

*Sandra Doran, Ed.D., was recent-
ly appointed head of schools for North
Tampa Christian Academy near Wesley
Chapel, a 21st-century innovative cam-
pus on 43 acres, which will be opening
in the fall of 2018. @

BY ROBERT BROOME

Norland Church Holds
Women’s Ministries Weekend

Participants of Norland Church’s women’s ministries weekend, themed Sole Sisters

ole Sisters was the theme for the
S women’s ministries weekend,

May 19-21, 2017, at Norland
Church in Miami Gardens, Fla. The
weekend kicked off on Friday with a
praise and worship session followed by
Casey Cochlo’s presentation featuring
a story of two sole sisters in the Bible,
Ruth and Naomi. All shades of blue as
well as all types of shoes were encour-
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aged to be worn by attendees.

On Sabbath, “The Sisterhood of Shoes,
Buy One, Get One,” presented by Christine
Rose, first lady of Eliathah Church in
Tamarac, Fla., opened eyes to the fact
that Jesus Christ was the One who paid
the full price so sinners can be set free.
The sermon ended with five power-laced
prayers in which every person in the
congregation was included.

PHOTO BY: ROBERT BROOME

The dedication of the Learning Tree
Academy staff to develop the children
emotionally, spiritually, physically, and
cognitively was clearly evident by the
graduates’ smiling faces.

Later that evening, 78 women carpooled
to Hilton Singer Island for Vespers on the
beach, where a beautiful sunset brought a
close to the Sabbath.

On Sunday morning, a prayer walk was
interrupted by rain; however, a few wom-
en decided to continue praising God and
creatively conducted a poolside devotion.

After a sumptuous breakfast, the final
program featured Rozlyn Stewart, first la-
dy of the West Palm Beach, Fla., Church.
She elaborated on who sisters are, and the
characteristics of sisterhood in the Church
and in society as a whole.

Participating in various activities made
the sisterhood concept more practical to
the sisters of Norland. The weekend was
well spent together in the presence of the
heavenly Father. Because of Him, all can
truly say they are sisters in the Lord. ®

BY IRIS ERRAR
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Casselberry Spanish Church Hosts
Community Service Day

Community service award winners and guests attending Casselberry Spanish
Church include Tina Stafstrom (left), development manager, who accepted an
award on behalf of The Sharing Center; Sergeant Jennifer Chapman, community
coordinator for the city of Casselberry Police Department; the Four Winds
Saxophone Quartet composed of award recipient Samuel Johnson, José Aguero,
Antonio Smith, and Gimel Gonzalez; and Kyle Becker, Apopka city commissioner.

he Casselberry, Fla., Spanish Church
Trecognizes its presence as a vital
member of the community. In a spe-
cial Sabbath celebration, community ser-
vice awards were presented and a Christ-
mas in June program was launched.
Among the guests attending the service
were Sergeant Jennifer Chapman, commu-
nity coordinator for the City of Casselberry
Police Department; the Four Winds Saxo-
phone Quartet as musical guests; and Kyle
Becker, Apopka, Fla., City commissioner,
who was also an award presenter.
Community Service Awards were pre-
sented to the following:
¢ Professor Samuel Johnson, minis-
ter of music, Cuban American — For
more than 20 years, he has dedicated
his talents ministering to thousands in
the United States and Cuba with in-

struments and an extraordinary voice.
His passion is visiting the aged in
nursing homes and hospital patients
in need of companionship, and bring-
ing hope to the terminally ill and their
grieving families.

The Sharing Center of Longwood,
Fla., accepted by Tina Stafstrom,
development manager — For more
than 30 years, the Sharing Center has
brought hope and dignity to those in
a season of need. The Thrift Center
Program has donated $600,000 worth
of clothing, household goods, and
furniture to its clients annually. Each
year, the center distributes more than
35,000 bags of food valued at close
to $1 million. Homeless families can
wash and dry clothing, shower, and re-
ceive professional haircuts and shaves.

PHOTO BY: ABDIEL MERINO

Karel Perez (left), pastor, presented

a community service award to The
Sharing Center, which was accepted by
Tina Stafstrom.

PHOTO BY: ABDIEL MERINO

Using computer stations, the approx-
imately 3,000 homeless visitors have
the opportunity to redirect their lives
through counseling and networking.
Poverty is a cruel reality in many
communities. Most pitiable of all are
the children. The Sharing Center pro-
vides heartfelt attention to children.
One of their offerings is the Bless
Our Soles project. Three times each
year, more than 1,200 children are
given new shoes.

Since November 2016, the Casselberry
Spanish Church hasbeeninvolved with The
Sharing Center’s Food Pantry Ministry. Its
latest collaboration is a project the church
proclaimed as Christmas in June, launched
on community service award Sabbath. The
center’s greatest need for food is during
the summer months. Partnering with the
congregation was Emmanuel Church of
Pine Hills, Fla. (Claude Hardcastle, pastor,
and FErica Aiken, community service
director); Rock Springs Community in
Apopka; and Taverna Italian Restaurant,
Apopka. At the project’s end, food was
provided for 25 families. ®

BY MICHAEL BERNARD
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Columbus Pathfinders Meet
Historic Buffalo Soldiers

earing the words “at ease,” the Co-
|—| lumbus, Ga., Pathfinders relax from
their formal stance. Director Ann
Trumbo gives another command, and they
sit in their seats to listen as Grady Snell Jr.,
retired first sergeant, gives his presentation.
Snell is founder and CEO of the Global As-
sociation of the Buffalo Soldiers Recognition
and Riding Club. He was the guest speaker at
an April 29, 2017, Pathfinder meeting held at
the Columbus First Church. After riding in-
to the church parking lot on his motorcycle,
Snell spoke to the Pathfinders about the orig-
inal Buffalo Soldiers, who were the first all-
black peacetime regiments in the U.S. Army.
Joined by three other veterans, Snell
showed videos about the rich history, and
answered questions asked by those in the
audience. All four men were dressed in ar-
my attire decked with emblems symboliz-
ing their many years of service.

SUBMITTED BY SHELBE JOHNSON

The Columbus, Ga., Pathfinders welcomed guests from the Buffalo Soldiers

Recognition and Riding Club.

The original Buffalo Soldiers consisted
of six black army units that were estab-
lished through an act of Congress in 1866.
They fought after the Civil War and un-
til the 1950s, serving in the 9th and 10th
Cavalry and the 38th, 39th, 40th, and 41st
infantry regiments. The four infantry reg-
iments were later reorganized to form the
24th and 25th infantry regiments.

Under Snell’s leadership, the Global

Dalton Members Host J

[ or the fourth year, the Dalton, Ga.,
—— Church has hosted a booth at J Fest,
Chattanooga, Tenn.’s largest Christian
music festival on May 20, 2017. Members
are privileged to offer books, Bible study
guides, sermon CDs, and other materials to
connect the thousands of Christians at J Fest
with the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Booth visitors are encouraged to sign
up for a drawing where they are given the
option to commit/recommit their lives to
Christ, request prayer, Bible studies, and/or
information on Christian education.

Nearly 1,700 books were distributed,
plus more than 500 Bible study guides, and
about 500 sermon CDs. The outreach was
helped with advertisements on the J Fest
big screen featuring John Bradshaw, It Is
Written speaker/director, and Jamie Jorge’s
Healing Concert Series. The booth also
offered a donation of 600 books from the
Knoxville, Tenn., Pathfinder club, nearly
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700 copies of Hero of Hacksaw Ridge, and
more than 500 copies of Steps to Christ.

After helping pass out literature, Learn-
ing Tree School principal Twila Brown
said, “Praising God for the powerful wit-
ness of Desmond Doss’s life as he stood
tall for God! The Hero of Hacksaw Ridge
book brought in so many young people to
our booth, and many seeds were planted at
J Fest. Joseph Paulson added, “It was good
sharing our faith, and my prayer is that they
draw closer to Christ.”

When the day was complete, 73 people
requested Bible studies, and four prize win-
ners requested DVDs of the “Unlocking
Prophecy” Daniel and Revelation series by
Chester Clark, Dalton Church pastor.

The church prays that God use the results
of J Fest 2017 to bring souls to the King-
dom. ®

BY BRENT GOODGE

Association of the Buffalo Soldiers Rec-
ognition and Riding Club raised $60,000
to erect a memorial at the National Infantry
Museum in Columbus, honoring the brave
soldiers and preserving their legacy for fu-
ture generations. The club, with more than
100 members, is very involved with volun-
teer work in their community. ®

BY SHELBE JOHNSON

Fest Booth

—

SUBMITTED BY BRENT GOODGE

Dalton Church members attended J
Fest in Chattanooga for the fourth
year. They gave away Adventist materi-
als, including items on Desmond Doss.
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Cohutta Dedicates Will Green
Wake Park

Matt Green, brother of Will Green, cut the ribbon for Will Green Wake Park at
Cohutta Springs Youth Camp, Sunday, June 25, 2017. With his parents, Scott and
Jennifer, Matt is happy campers will know about Will through the Wake Park. Pic-
tured are Ed Wright (left), Conference president; Rob Lang, Cohutta Springs Youth
Camp director; Matt, Scott, and Jennifer Green; Kurt Allen, Conference treasurer;
and Gayln Bowers, Cohutta Springs Conference Center executive director.

Reed Hansen, friend of Will Green, and eight-time World Wake Skate champion, was
one of the first to ride the Will Green Wake Park along with Matt Green.

ill Green’s favorite Bible text
lives on in his legacy: 2 Timo-
thy 1:7 says, “For God did not
give us a spirit of timidity or fear, but a spir-
it of power, of love, and self-discipline.”
Friends, family, and camp staff from
Cohutta Springs Youth Camp in Crandall,
Ga., gathered Sunday, June 25, 2017, for
the grand openning of the Will Green Wake
Park. Everyone came to honor the memory
of this special, God-fearing young man.
The idea for a wake park originated with
Green, and Rob Lang, Cohutta Springs
Youth Camp director, added it to the camp
wish list. Following Green’s memorial ser-

vice, Martin Stiles offerd to make a gener-
ous donation to help get the ball rolling to
build a wake park in Green’s honor.

A wake park is basically a way to wake-
board without a boat. The wakeboarder’s
rope and handle are attached to a remote
control motorized cable that circles two
pulleys at each end of the park. Along with
two jumps and two rails, the wake park at
Cohutta Springs Youth Camp includes
a new building to store equipment and
house the sophisticated technology that
operates the electric motors, new docks,
a concrete patio with a large canopy area
with tables and chairs, landscaping, and

PHOTO BY: TAMARA WOLCOTT FISHER

PHOTO BY: TAMARA WOLCOT FISHER

customized signage sharing Green’s val-
ues and spiritual goals.

Donors were more than generous pro-
viding funds to support the project, ac-
cording to Lang.

“More people are going to hear Will’s
name and know it’s cool to love Jesus,”
said Jennifer Green, Will’s mother and
member of the Markham Woods Church
in Longwood, Fla., who was excited to
talk about the project. “And, because Rob
so generously let us share what is means
to live like Will on the signs along with
the link to the website (www.LiveLike-
Will.today), Will’s light will keep shining
for Jesus as people read how he radically
lived to glorify God.”

Matt Green, younger brother to Will
Green and a second year dental student
at the Loma Linda University School of
Dentistry, said, “It is so awesome! Will en-
visioned this wake park and talked to me
about it a bunch of times.” Matt Green said
the wake park makes it easier for campers
to learn how to wake board. It is easier for
them to get back up because it has more of
an upward pull, and with the remote con-
trol there is less time wasted waiting for
the boat to circle back into position.

Matt Green, like his brother, spent time
working at Cohutta Springs Youth Camp.
He said, “It just means a lot. It is really
cool. Will’s heart was at camp. This is
where a lot of kids get to know Christ. It is
just really awesome Will can still be able
to impact people.”

Lang is grateful to the generous donors
who partnered to complete this project.
“Will Green lived an exceptional life.
Scott and Jennifer Green are amazing par-
ents who raised such a faithful son. Will’s
faith and values will now continue to be a
witness and to inspire young and old alike
until Jesus comes! He was a real champion
for God,” said Lang. ®

BY TAMARA WOLCOTT FISHER
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Fort Walton Beach Women’s
Ministries Hosts Self-Defense

Seminar

Melissa Martinez (left) demonstrates a self-defense technique with one of the Fort

Walton Beach Church participants.

Ruben and Melissa Martinez demon-
strate a self-defense technique.

he Fort Walton Beach, Fla.,
TChurch Women’s Ministries De-

partment, headed by Kerrian Ha-
zley, hosts monthly seminar sessions.
The first session was Sunday, March 26,
2017, at 1 p.m. The seminar was entitled
“Self-Defense Seminar for Women.” It
was presented by Melissa Martinez and
her husband, Ruben Martinez. Both have
military training: she is in active duty in
the Air Force, and he is in the Air Force
Reserves.
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Melissa Martinez has a special inter-
est in helping women stay safe, and her
husband is currently learning other mar-
tial arts techniques. Both of their exper-
tise proved excellent in helping women
feel a little more confident to traverse
this sin-laden world. Of course, they all
know that their primary defense is God
and His Word, but it is always helpful to
have extra techniques under their belts,
just in case something does go awry.

This first session was about passive

techniques to defend themselves. They
are planning to have a part-two class in
the fall to learn more techniques. All the
women who participated had a lot of fun
and learned a lot.

The Fort Walton Beach Women’s Min-
istries Department continues to be very
active. They also have a weekly prayer
line and Bible studies. ®

BY KERRIAN HAZLEY
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Athens Church Hosts
Alzheimer’'s Seminar

Rebecca Jarrard, R.N., was the keynote speaker for the Alzheimer’s seminar at the
Athens, Ala., Church.

hat are the 10 warning signs
of Alzheimer’s disease? How
does Alzheimer’s differ from

dementia? Who’s at risk? What countries
are leading the world in diagnosed Alz-
heimer’s disease? What steps can peo-
ple take to prevent or fight Alzheimer’s?
Is there a diet that can help? These are
just some of the questions that were ad-
dressed at the free seminar sponsored by
the Athens, Ala., Church on April 25,
2017, at the Athens Senior Center. The
public was invited to participate in a pro-
gram that addressed the growing concern
of all Americans — where more than five
million people have been diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s in the U.S. alone, and the
number is growing.

The Women’s Ministries and Commu-
nity Services departments at the Athens
Church hosted the program led by Jan-
et Arnett and Vera Stewart. The keynote
speaker was Rebecca Jarrard, R.N., an
Adventist nursing supervisor for Ath-
ens Health and Rehab Center. Jarrard
is known nationally and internationally
through her books, When Alzheimer's
Touches a Family and Behind the Scenes
of a Five-Star Skilled Nursing Facility.
Jarrard not only gave a thorough briefing
on how Alzieheimer’s affects all, but she
provided free handouts and allowed the
public to ask questions addressing criti-
cal concerns.

Jarrard’s commitment to the needs of
the powerless, whoever they are, was ev-
ident. Her focus as an advocate for her
patients and their families was uplifting
and encouraging — especially to those
who on a daily basis deal with the dis-
ease. Following the question-and-answer
session, refreshments were served to all
attendees. ®

BY SANDRA PRICE
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Young People Saturate Their

Murfreesboro Armor Bearers

Minds With God’s Word

athfinder Bible Experience (PBE) is
ID an annual event the Southern Union

participates in and is very excited
about. Hundreds of teams from across the
nation participate, but only the most well-
versed and learned make it to the final
round. This past April, for the first time in
the Kentucky-Tennessee Conference his-
tory, one of its teams made it all the way!
The Murfreesboro, Tenn., Armor Bearers

came home with a first place ranking at the
national level!

Cindy, 13, and Sophie, 11, Barreda are
sisters who were on the winning team.
They reflect on their accomplishments:
“There are always spiritual rewards from
studying God’s Word, but this experi-
ence made it more motivating, especially
knowing that our Conference would be
very happy with our outcome,” Cindy

Barreda shared. “I felt extremely excited,
and jumped up with all my teammates!”
said Sophia Barreda. In connection to how
PBE has influenced her spiritual life, she
added, “Even though this PBE season has
ended, I will continue to read the Bible,
and will do so for the rest of my life.”

As you can imagine, it took motivation,
tenacity, and determination to obtain this
hard-earned result. It is exciting that the
young people are saturating their minds
with God’s Word. They are soaking it up
and anxious to learn more — an experi-
ence worth having!

The trip to Chicago, Ill., for the national
finals would not have been possible without
the generous support and donations from
friends, church family, and the Conference.
For this, the team and staff are extremely
grateful and give God the glory! ®

BY REBECA LOVELESS, PBE COACH

Diabetes Reversal Program Helps
Demolish Diabetes

his year the Raleigh, Tenn., Church
—|_hosted two diabetes reversal pro-

grams in April and May. The second
program, Diabetes Undone by Wes Young-
berg, Dr.P.H., took the participants step by
step through beneficial lifestyle changes. Al-
though the attendance was not large, the re-
sults certainly were, and the 10 participants
were able to share their experience and fel-
lowship. Three generous food samples were
served, and recipes were provided at each of
the 14 nights to help the participants get a
great start on their new lifestyle plan.

One participant had suffered with pain-
ful neuropathy, and had been on insulin for
years. She had stated in the past that if only
she could exercise she knew she could lose
some weight, but her painful feet hindered
her progress. She eagerly embraced the plan.

SOUTHERN TIDINGS | AUGUST 2017

After one month on the program she
had lost eight pounds, and was able to take
10-minute walks. She carefully recorded her
fasting blood sugar number each morning
while continuing to take her medications and
insulin. The numbers began to fall quickly
to the low 70s. She made an appointment to
see her doctor and show him her blood sugar
numbers. He was so surprised and delighted,
and wanted to know what she was doing so
that he could educate his other clients. He ad-
vised her to cut her insulin dose in half, and if
her numbers remained in the low range, she
could discontinue her insulin in a month.

She is now off her insulin, and continues
to shed unwanted pounds without feeling
deprived or hungry. She is able to walk for
45 minutes at a time, and is enjoying her
new way of eating and living. She is now

convinced that her health is in her hands.
Her heart is full of praise to the Lord for His
simple plan and improved health. No more
hobbling for her; she is walking on air! @

This participant’s neuropathy pain im-
proved after following the health plan.

BY LESLIE CAZA
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Hispanic Camp Meeting 2017/
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Attendees at the 2017 Hispanic Camp
Meeting

veryone who attended the 2017
—— Hispanic Camp Meeting were
blessed by the words of guest

speakers Elizabeth Talbot, Th.D., and Ri-
cardo Norton, Ph.D. The speakers were
used by God to bring remarkable mes-
sages of love and hope. Many in the con-
gregation responded to an altar call, and
received the blessed assurance of God’s
forgiveness. Others in the congregation
rushed to the altar praising God while
confessing their trespasses. Four were
especially touched, and were baptized
that day.

For the first time, Conference Hispanic
churches celebrated that Andrews Uni-

versity, through Ricardo Norton, granted
89 Bible Instructor certificates to those
who pledged to continue working with
the Lord by giving Bible studies in or-
der to win more souls for the Kingdom
of God.

Everyone left Camp Meeting full of
joy and the Holy Spirit, willing to share
their strengthened faith with their fami-
lies and those who lack the glorious hope
of the soon return of Jesus Christ. ®

BY ARMANDO DE LEON, HISPANIC COORDINATOR

Two Exceptional Educators Retire

Pam Williams (left), Conference associate superinten-
dent of education; Stephen Bralley, superintendent of
education; Myrna Closser; and Steve Haley, Conference

president

s b g
Kris Fuentes (left), Mad-
ison Academy principal,
and Don Harvey, Mad-
ison Academy retired
science teacher

f you have attended Madison Campus
Elementary School (MCE) in Madison,
Tenn., in the past 28 years, it is likely
you had Myrna Closser as your teacher.
Her teaching career began in 1982 at For-
est Lake Education Center in Apopka, Fla.
Two years later, she and her husband, Jim,
moved to Madison, where she began teach-
ing at MCE. Besides taking time off to raise
her son, Jimmy, she has spent her entire 30-
year teaching career in the Southern Union.
Closser enriched the lives of her students,
not to just educate them for this world, but
most importantly, for eternity. Her former

students and parents have expressed the im-
portant role she played in molding and shap-
ing their lives. She ended every school year
with her students by having them sign a con-
tract that they would meet the first Sabbath in
Heaven by the Tree of Life. Without a doubt
there will be many students gathered around
her on that special day in Heaven.

The Kentucky-Tennessee Conference
thanks Closser for her service and dedica-
tion to Adventist education. --Pam Williams

After 45 years serving the Seventh-day
Adventist Church as an extraordinary edu-
cator, 17 of those years at Madison Acad-

emy (MA), Donald Harvey announced his
retirement. His students considered his sci-
ence classes extremely rigorous, but often
retuned from college to thank him for en-
suring they were among the most prepared
for college-level chemistry, biology, and
physics. Harvey has an enormous passion
for the world God created, and the laws that
govern it. His love for science, combined
with his desire that others appreciate and
understand it, makes him an outstanding
teacher. He encourages and challenges his
students to reach their full potential.

In addition to his teaching responsibili-
ties, he engages in campus life like a true
professional. Whether cheering on the
sidelines for his class, serving lunch with a
smile, sharing a nature nugget in worship,
or safeguarding the academic integrity
of the school, it is obvious that he values
Adventist education and loves MA. His in-
vestment of time, energy, and intelligence
are truly remarkable.

Fortunately for the Madison Academy
family, Harvey will be returning next year
in a part-time science teaching role. Happily
he is not packing his microscope or hanging
up his lab coat yet! --Kris Fuentes ®

BY PAM WILLIAMS AND KRIS FUENTES
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Central I—Iispanic Church Celebrates

Pastors and elders of Central Hispanic Church in Forest Park, Ga., and South At-
lantic administrators prepare to cut the ribbon.

The pastors, elders, and Conference
administrators burn the mortgage.

special Sabbath celebration for the
ACentral Hispanic Church in Forest

Park, Ga., was held on June 3, 2017.
A mortgage burning ceremony was officiated
by South Atlantic Conference administrators
William Winston, president; David Smith, sec-
retary; and Merkita Mosley, treasurer.

This milestone is significant because the
Central Hispanic Church is the first Hispan-
ic congregation raised by the constituents
of the South Atlantic Conference in 1986.
Today, there are more than 40 Hispanic con-
gregations serving across Georgia, North
Carolina, and South Carolina.

Ismael Uribe, current pastor of the con-
gregation, along with the elders and the
church board, organized a beautiful pro-
gram. The following pastors were fondly
remembered for their contributions as for-
mer leaders of the church: Carmelo Rivera,
Efrain Poloche, Alberto Treiyer, Jose Mon-
tenegro, and Luis Espinosa. The greatest
cause for rejoicing were three individuals
celebrating their new life in Christ through
baptism on that momentous day. ®

BY EFRAIN POLOCHE

Ismael Uribe, pastor, prepares to
baptize a new member at the Central
Hispanic Church on June 3, 2017.

New Covenant Holds Annual
Youth, Education Day

ew Covenant Church in Savannah,
N Ga., held its annual Youth and Ed-

ucation Day on May 20, 2017. The
speaker for the day was Andrew Taylor, stu-
dent body president at Oakwood University
in Huntsville, Ala. Taylor reminded the youth
and congregation about the “Benefits of Com-
mitment” to God. He dealt with the benefits
of the Holy Spirit, the benefits of being a mir-
acle, the benefits of being extraordinary, and
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the benefits of being resilient. Savannah’s
own Ramah Junior Academy Choir blessed
the congregation with two selections, and the
Powerful Praise gsigning group from the West
End Church in Atlanta, Ga., ministered during
the service, and concluded the day with an
afternoon concert. Everyone left encouraged
and newly committed to Christ. ®

BY ROBERT NORWOOD

] -

jl W |
New Covenant youth are encouraged
to commit their lives to God.
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L oxahatchee Groves First Church
Breaks Ground

Groundbreaking event at First Church in Loxahatchee Groves, Fla.

arry Bonner, senior pastor of First
3 Church in Loxahatchee Groves,
Fla., along with his congregation,
guest pastors, Southeastern Conference
officials, contractors, city officials, and
well-wishers, celebrated the momen-
tous groundbreaking event for the new
church edifice on February 26,2017. The
members give glory, honor, and praises
to God for bringing First Church to this
milestone during its church history.
Ellen G. White wrote in Testimonies
for the Church, Volume 4, “A house of
worship must be erected whenever a
company of believers is raised up.” She
strongly suggests that workers should
never leave a place without accomplish-
ing this feat. In Volume 5, White wrote,

“Extensive preparations were necessary
when the people of God were about to
build the sanctuary in the wilderness.”
This has indeed been the case in Loxa-
hatchee Groves, where for 10 years the
members of this congregation worked
tirelessly to build a sanctuary that would
reflect the true splendor and character
of the Lord and Savior. Today, they can
praise God for His continued blessings
upon them, and for bringing this project
to fruition.

Bonner and the members ask for con-
tinued prayers and support as they seek
to build a sanctuary that is in accordance
with His character and majesty. As the
Scripture says, “And let them make me
a sanctuary, that I may dwell among

them,” Exodus 25:8, KJV. “And there I
will meet with thee, and I will commune
with thee from above the mercy seat...,”
Exodus 25:22, KJV. Ellen White wrote in
Counsels for the Church, “The house is
the sanctuary for the family, and the clos-
et or the grove the most retired place for
individual worship; but the church is the
sanctuary for the congregation.”

When the members have fully erected
the sanctuary, they will say in the words
of David, “Praise ye the Lord. Praise
God in His sanctuary; praise Him in the
firmament of His power,” Psalm 150:1,
KJV. ®

BY KIVETTE SINCLAIR
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Professors Exchange Classrooms
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Lisa Dillar, Southern Adventist University history professor, exchanged her Southern classroom for one in Australia this year.

hange is rarely easy, but along with
Cthe inherent challenges, it often
brings benefits. After a combined
40-year teaching career, two history pro-
fessors on opposite sides of the world de-
cided to exchange their students, offices,
universities, and continents for a year.
Southern Adventist University history
professor Lisa Diller, Ph.D., *96, and Dan-
iel Reynaud, Ph.D., associate professor
of modern history at Avondale College of
Higher Education in Cooranbong, Austra-
lia, started their journey at the beginning
of 2017, when they enrolled in a yearlong
professor exchange program which will
end December 2017.
For both Diller and Reynaud, the moti-
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vating factor behind their participation in
the exchange was the opportunity to expe-
rience a different academic environment.

“When you have been working at a
place for a long time, it is easy to get stuck
in your ways,” Diller said, “but when you
go to a new place, you open yourself up
more, and I felt like I needed to do that to
get out of my rut of teaching.”

Mark Peach, Ph.D., chair of the History
and Political Studies Department at South-
ern, explained that this exchange is enrich-
ing not only for the professors, but also for
their students. They are exposed to new
classes like Australian history, and a class
focusing on Australian films about World
War I and 11, a specialty of Reynaud’s.

“We feel that we are serving our stu-
dents more richly by offering courses that
we would not be able to offer were it not
for a program like this,” Peach said.

Diller and Reynaud have also learned
several lessons through their journeys. For
Diller, adaptability and increased flexibil-
ity have been her biggest gains through
this process, while for Reynaud it has been
the opportunity to refocus on the joys of
teaching.

“This experience has been enriching in
ways that money could not buy,” Reynaud
said. “It has been refreshing, and 1 will
go back to Avondale with a new lease on
life.”

Challenges have also come along with
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the many joys and learning opportunities.
For Diller, the headache of abiding by the
strict Australian government regulations
on exams and paperwork has taken some
getting used to. As for Reynaud, under-
standing the American grading system and
the emphasis on a grade point average has
been a challenge.

Colleagues of both professors have ex-
pressed that both institutions are undoubt-
edly benefitting from this exchange.

“Professor Reynaud has been an anchor
in our department for years, but in ex-
change for an anchor, we have received a
supernova!” said Lindsay Morton, Ph.D.,
professor of English literature at Avon-
dale. “It’s wonderful to see our respec-
tive academic communities strengthened,
challenged, and energized by our adven-
turous colleagues.” @

BY OKSANA WETMORE

As he teaches about the World Wars, Daniel Reynaud, Avondale College of Higher
Education history professor, brings history alive with hands-on learning.

Southern Graduates Record Number

his year marks a record number of
—I_graduates from Southern, with 749

receiving their diplomas during the
University’s three graduation weekends
in summer, winter, and spring. By com-
parison, when the school first opened 125
years ago, only 23 students were in atten-
dance.

The 416 who graduated this past May,
with degrees ranging from associate to
doctoral, benefited from a Commencement
address by Terry Shaw, ’84, president and
CEO of Adventist Health System. They
joined the 21,352 alumni who have gradu-
ated since 1892, many of whom have gone
on to make significant differences in the
Church and their communities. To read
more about some of their contributions,
visit southern.edu/125. ®

BY STAFF REPORTER

Alexa Martin, 2017 nursing graduate, celebrates with her niece.
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NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY

The Seventh-day Adventist Church, in all of its church schools, admits students of any race to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally
accorded or made available to students at its schools, and makes no discrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnic background, country of origin, or gender
in the administration of education policies, applications for admission, scholarship or local programs, and extracurricular programs.

CAROLINA CONFERENCE

ACADEMY

Mt. Pisgah Academy, Candler, NC
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Adventist Christian Academy, Charlotte, NC
Adventist Christian Academy, Raleigh, NC
Asheville-Pisgah School, Candler, NC

Blue Ridge Adventist Christian School, Waynesville, NC
Brookhaven SDA School, Winterville, NC

Camden Adventist School, Camden, SC

Charleston SDA School, Charleston, SC

Columbia Adventist Academy, Lexington, SC
Cornerstone Adventist Academy, Charlotte, NC
Eddlemon Adventist School, Spartanburg, SC

Five Oaks Adventist Christian School, Durham, NC
Mills River SDA School, Mills River, NC

Myrtle Beach SDA Christian School, Myrtle Beach, SC
Poplar Springs SDA School, Westminster, SC
Salisbury Adventist School, Morganton, NC

Silver Creek Adventist School, Morganton, NC
Tri-City Christian Academy, High Point, NC

Tryon SDA School, Lynn, NC

Upward Adventist School, Flat Rock, NC

William Johnston Elementary, Hickory, NC
Wilmington SDA School, Wilmington, NC

FLORIDA CONFERENCE

ACADEMIES

Forest Lake Academy, Apopka, FL

Greater Miami Adventist Academy, Miami, FL
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Beryl Wisdom Adventist School, Orlando, FL

Brevard Adventist Christian Academy, Cocoa, FL
Deltona Adventist School, Deltona, FL

East Pasco Adventist Academy, Dade City, FL

Forest City Adventist School, Orlando, FL

Forest Lake Education Center, Longwood, FL

Gateway Christian School, Mt. Dora, FL

Gulfcoast SDA Elementary, St. Petersburg, FL

Indigo Christian Junior Academy, Daytona Beach, FL
Jacksonville Adventist Academy, Jacksonville, FL
James E. Sampson Memorial School, Ft. Pierce, FL
Living Springs Academy, High Springs, FL

Miami Springs Adventist School, Miami Springs, FL
Naples Adventist Christian School, Naples, FL

New Port Richey Adv. Christian Academy, New Port
Richey, FL

Okeechobee Adventist Christian School, Okeechobee, FL
Orlando Junior Academy, Orlando, FL

Osceola Adventist Christian School, Kissimmee, FL
Port Charlotte Adventist School, Port Charlotte, FL
Sawgrass Adventist School, Plantation, FL

Tallahassee Adventist Christian Academy, Tallahassee, FL
Tampa Adventist Academy, Tampa, FL

‘Walker Memorial Junior Academy, Avon Park, FL

West Coast Christian Academy, Bradenton, FL

West Palm Beach Junior Academy, West Palm Beach, FL
William A. Kirlew Junior Academy, Miami Gardens, FL
Winter Haven Adventist Academy, Winter Haven, FL

Z. L. Sung SDA Church School, Gainesville, FL

GEORGIA-CUMBERLAND CONFERENCE
ACADEMIES

Atlanta Adventist Academy, Atlanta, GA
Collegedale Academy, Collegedale, TN
Georgia-Cumberland Academy, Calhoun, GA
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

A.W. Spalding SDA School, Collegedale, TN
Adventist Christian School of Maryville, Maryville, TN
Algood Christian Elementary School, Cookeville, TN
Atlanta North SDA School, Atlanta, GA

Augusta SDA School, Augusta, GA

Bowman Hills SDA School, Cleveland, TN

Carman Adventist School, Marietta, GA

Collegedale Adventist Middle School, Collegedale, TN
Columbus SDA School, Columbus, GA

Douglasville SDA School, Douglasville, GA

Duluth Adventist Christian School, Duluth, GA
Dunlap Adventist School, Dunlap, TN

Faulkner Springs Christian School, McMinnville, TN
Greeneville Adventist Academy, Greeneville, TN
Inez Wrenn SDA School, Crossville, TN

Jasper Adventist Christian School, Jasper, TN

Jellico SDA School, Jellico, TN

John L. Coble Elementary School, Calhoun, GA
Josephine Edwards Christian School, Ellijay, GA
Knoxville Adventist School, Knoxville, TN

Learning Tree Elementary School, Dalton, GA
Lester Coon Adventist School, Apison, TN

Living Springs Christian Academy, Gray, TN
Meister Memorial SDA School, Deer Lodge, TN
Misty Meadows SDA School, Ringgold, GA
Morristown SDA School, Morristown, TN

Murphy Adventist Christian School, Murphy, NC
Oglethorpe SDA School, Oglethorpe, GA

Ooltewah Adventist School, Ooltewah, TN

Savannah Adventist Christian School, Pooler, GA
Shoal Creek Adventist School, Sharpsburg, GA
Standifer Gap SDA School, Chattanooga, TN
Valdosta Christian Academy, Valdosta, GA

‘Wimbish Adventist School, Macon, GA

GULF STATES CONFERENCE

ACADEMY

Bass Memorial Academy, Lumberton, MS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Adventist Christian Academy, Panama City, FL

Bass Christian Elementary, Lumberton, MS

Big Cove Christian Academy, Owens Cross Roads, AL
College Drive SDA School, Pearl, MS

Community Christian School, Meridian, MS

Corinth SDA School, Corinth, MS

Emerald Coast Christian School, Fort Walton Beach, FL
Faith Christian Adventist Academy, Summit, MS
Floral Crest Junior Academy, Bryant, AL

Hoover Christian School, Hoover, AL

Mobile Junior Academy, Mobile, AL

Montgomery SDA School, Montgomery, AL
Pensacola Junior Academy, Pensacola, FL

KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE CONFERENCE
ACADEMIES

Highland Academy, Portland, TN

Madison Academy, Madison, TN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Appalachian Christian Academy, Manchester, KY
Bill Egly Elementary School, Lawrenceburg, TN
Dickson Adventist Elementary, Dickson, TN
Highland Elementary School, Portland, TN
Lexington Junior Academy, Lexington, KY
Louisville Adventist Academy, Louisville, KY
Madison Campus Elementary, Madison, TN
Martin Memorial Elementary School, Centerville, TN
Memphis Junior Academy, Memphis, TN

Pewee Valley Junior Academy, Pewee Valley, KY
Ridgetop Adventist Elementary, Ridgetop, TN
Taylor Mill SDA Church School, Latonia, KY
Tullahoma SDA Elementary, Tullahoma, TN
Woodbury SDA Elementary, Woodbury, TN

SOUTH ATLANTIC CONFERENCE

ACADEMY

Greater Atlanta Adventist Academy, Atlanta, GA
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Atlanta Adventist International School, Tucker, GA
Berea Junior Academy, Sumpter, SC

Berean Christian Junior Academy, Atlanta, GA

Berean Junior Academy, Charlotte, NC

Bethany Junior Academy, Macon, GA

Carolina Adventist Academy, Whiteville, NC

Decatur Adventist Junior Academy, Stone Mountain, GA
Ebenezer SDA School, Augusta, GA

Emanuel SDA Junior Academy, Albany, GA

Ephesus Junior Academy, Winston-Salem, NC
Gethsemane SDA School, Raleigh, NC

Greater Fayetteville Adventist Academy, Fayetteville, NC
Lithonia Adventist Academy, Lithonia, GA

New Bethel Christian Academy, Columbus, GA

Norma D. Richards Adventist Christian School, Pageland,
SC

Ramah Junior Academy, Savannah, GA

Vanard J. Mendinghall Junior Academy, Orangeburg, SC

SOUTH CENTRAL CONFERENCE
ACADEMY

Oakwood Adventist Academy, Huntsville, AL
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Alcy Junior Academy, Memphis, TN
Avondale SDA School, Chattanooga, TN
Bethany SDA Academy, Montgomery, AL

E. E. Rogers SDA School, Jackson, MS
Emma L. Minnis School, Louisville, KY
Emmanuel SDA School, Mobile, AL

Ephesus Junior Academy, Birmingham, AL

F. H. Jenkins Elementary School, Nashville, TN
University Elementary School, Knoxville, TN

SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE
ACADEMY

Miami Union Academy, N. Miami, FL
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Bethel Elementary SDA School, Florida City, FL
Bethel Junior Academy, Riviera Beach, FL
Broward Junior Academy, Plantation, FL
Daughter of Zion Junior Academy, Delray Beach, FL
Elim Junior Academy, St. Petersburg, FL
Ephesus Junior Academy, Jacksonville, FL
Ephesus Junior Academy, West Palm Beach, FL
Mt. Calvary SDA School, Tampa, FL

Mt. Olivet Jr. Academy, Ft. Lauderdale, FL

Mt. Sinai Junior Academy, Orlando, FL

New Hope SDA School, Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Palm Bay SDA School, Palm Bay, FL

Perrine SDA School, Miami, FL

Shiloh SDA School, Ocala, FL

UNIVERSITIES

Adventist University of Health Sciences, Orlando, FL
Oakwood University, Huntsville, AL

Southern Adventist University, Collegedale, TN
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FRANZ, CLYDE, 104, born March 1, 1913 in Camaguey, Cuba, died May 24, 2017. He was a member of Fletch-
er church and a resident of Fletcher Park Inn. Franz served as executive secretary of the denomination from
1970 to 1980. He earned an accounting degree at Southern Missionary College now Southern Adventist
University in Collegedale, TN. It was there that he met the love of his life, Lois Mae Clark, and they were
married on June 2, 1935, soon after graduation.

He went on to serve as secretary-treasurer of several Adventist territories, including Alabama-Mississippi,
Kentucky-Tennessee, lowa, and the British West Indies Union. In the 1950s, he served for two years as pres-
ident in the Antillean Union, based in Cuba. Franz also served as secretary of the Inter-American Division,
based in Miami, FL, from 1954 to 1961, and then as the division’s treasurer until 1966. That same year, at the
General Conference Session in Detroit, MI, he was appointed associate executive secretary of the World
Church. Four years later, he was appointed secretary, a position he held until his retirement in 1980. Franz
is survived by his son, Chuck; and his daughter, Sue; his grandchildren: Mike Franz, Chris (Kelly) Franz, Trina
Smith (Todd) Folkenberg, Chad (Autumn) Smith; 10 great-grandchildren; and one great-great-grandchild.

ISEMINGER, ALLEN J., 87; born Aug. 16, 1929 in Buffalo, WY; died Jan. 20, 2017 in College Place, WA.
Allen served from 1969 to 1975 in the Kentucky-Tennessee Conference as director of communica-
tions, as well as stewardship and trust services director. He was a graduate of Walla Walla College.
He previously served as a pastor in Wyoming and North Dakota; associate treasurer and stewardship
director in the lowa Conference; director of stewardship in the Upper Columbia Conference; and trust
services director in the Oregon Conference. He spent his life in loving service to the Lord.

He is survived by his wife, June; two sons: Mel Iseminger, a physical therapist in Wenatchee WA, and
Myron Iseminger, undersecretary at the General Conference in Silver Spring, MD; one daughter, Karen
Iseminger, a nurse in Alexandria, VA; one sister, Annette Chase of Portland, TN; four grandchildren;
and two great-grandchildren.

JOHNSON, NILDA L. (SHERMAN), 85, born Oct. 6, 1931 in Alva, OK, died, March 9, 2017 in Orlando,
FL. She was a member of the Fletcher, NC, Church.

Nilda received a degree in nursing from Union College and worked at Porter Adventist Hospital for
10 years. Her specialty was in the emergency room and recovery, where she worked for 25 years at
Park Ridge Health.

She is survived by her husband of 62 years, Bob Johnson of Altamonte Springs, FL; three children:
Lori (Eric) Cadiente of Altamonte Springs, FL, Angela (Mikkel) Jensen of Lyngby, Denmark, and Mike
Johnson of Daytona Beach, FL; and three grandchildren: Nick Cadiente, Jake Cadiente, and Amanda

Logan Johnson. She was preceded in death by her oldest son, Dan Johnson.

MCARTHUR, BENJAMIN GERALD, 66, born Feb. 12,1951 in Lincoln, NE, died April 10, 2017. He was the
son of John and Ruby (Shafer) McArthur.

He graduated in 1973 from Andrews University in Berrien Springs, MI, and in 1979 received his Ph.D.,,
in American history from the University of Chicago. Ben was a respected teacher and an active
scholar. From 1979 to 2017, he taught in the History Department of Southern Adventist University
in Collegedale, TN, except for a three-year period from 2009 to 2012, during which he served as the
academic dean of Southwestern Adventist University in Keene, TX. He published three books and nu-
merous articles during his long academic career.

Ben was a member of the Collegedale Church, an avid tennis player, and a Nebraska Cornhuskers fan.
He is survived by his beloved wife, Callie, whom he married in 1980; his daughter, Emily McArthur de-
Carvalho and her husband, Rob deCarvalho; his son, Mills McArthur; two grandchildren: Lily and Alec;
and his five siblings: Sue Krueger, Frank McArthur, John McArthur, James McArthur, and Linda Krein;
numerous nieces; and nephews. A memorial service was held May 20, 2017 at the Collegedale Church.
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VOSS, WILLIAM, 95, born Nov. 1, 1921 in Homestead, OK, died April 7, 2017. He served in Iran in the
Army in World War I, and earned a business degree from Union College.

He worked as a teacher and business manager at academies in Texas, Arkansas, Minnesota, and
Georgia. He served as assistant treasurer for the Arkansas-Louisiana Conference, where he was also
ordained to the ministry and pastored two churches.

Bill loved the outdoors, enjoyed gardening and loved animals. He is survived by his wife of 70 years,
Fay McMullin; two daughters: Linda (Ron) Herman, and Shirley (Greg) Rumsey; six grandchildren; and
15 great-grandchildren.

WALDEN, RELIOUS L., 89, born Dec. 18, 1927 in Daleville, AL, to Zama Magdalene and Lee Roy Walden, his
farewell to life’s journey came on April 29, 2017 when he fell asleep in Jesus with his daughter, Lisa, and son-in-
law, Martin Butler, singing softly at his hospital bedside, “God Be With You Till We Meet Again.”

With his mother, he was baptized as a young man after an evangelistic series. Following graduation from high
school, he enlisted in the U.S. Army. Because of his high school typing skills, he was assigned to work as a secre-
tary/clerk in the headquarters office of the 185th Engineer Combat Battalion. When his unit was transferred to
Fort Campbell, KY, he was able to spend weekends in Nashville, TN, with church members and attend Sabbath
services. After hearing a guest speaker from Southern Missionary College (now Southern Adventist Universi-
ty), he decided to attend the college after his enlistment was up. At Southern Missionary College, he found his
southern belle, Beverly Smith, and she found her knight in shining armor. They were married on June 27, 1951.
He served his Lord in denominational work for 40 years: Southern Publishing Association, payroll clerk,
1953-1955; Georgia-Cumberland Conference, Adventist Book Center assistant manager, 1955-57; Florida
Conference assistant treasurer, 1957-1961; New Jersey Conference treasurer, 1961-1964; Ohio Conference
treasurer, 1964-1968; South American Division assistant treasurer, 1968-1971; lowa Conference treasurer, 1971-1975; Southern Califor-
nia Conference vice president of finance, 1975-1986; and Florida Conference treasurer, 1986-1993.

Wherever Relious worked, he was the model of a servant leader and a southern gentleman. He loved people because he loved their
Creator. That is why he lived by the golden rule, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”

Every day of his retirement that began in 1993, was filled with purpose whether it was assisting at Forest Lake Education Center prin-
cipal’s office; two mission trips to Guatemala; Maranatha trips to Ohio and Maine; volunteered at Florida Hospital Apopka; building
maintenance and grounds at Forest Lake Church; finances at Gift and Thrift store; helped to construct homes in low income neigh-
borhoods; organizing at Habitat for Humanity’s thrift store; or volunteering at Adventist Heritage’s William Miller Farm in New York.
He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Beverly; two sons: David Walden of Glendale, CA, and Neal Walden of Healdsburg, CA; one
daughter, Lisa (Martin) Butler of Apopka, FL; six grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.

The memorial service was conducted by Pastor Barbara McCoy at Forest Lake Church in Apopka, where he was a member for 31
years. Interment was at the Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell, FL.

YOST JR., STEPHEN, J., 98, born June 12, 1918 in Rochester, NY, died April 29, 2017 in Apopka, FL, with
parting words from his son, “I will see you in the morning.” Stephen grew up through the depression and was
drafted into the U.S. Army in 1941. In preparation for going overseas, he was stationed in Ft. Lewis, WA. He
attended church in Seattle and met a young woman named Ruby Blatt of Bremerton, WA, whom he married
three months later on Dec. 2, 1944, shortly before shipping out to the South Pacific.

After being discharged as a Master Sergeant from the U.S. Army, he enrolled at Emanuel Missionary College
(now Andrews University) in Berrien Springs, MI, and received degrees in theology and education with
honors in 1950. Later, he received a master of business administration degree from Seattle Pacific College
in Washington.

He was hired by Michigan Conference, and thus began a career of 35 years, with 22 years in education and 13
years as a pastor working for the denomination: Onaway, M, teacher for one year; Bethel, WI, teacher, prin-
cipal for three years; Centralia, WA, Lewis Co. Jr. Academy, teacher, principal for three years; Tacoma, WA,
teacher, principal for three years; Seattle, WA, Seattle Jr. Academy, principal for six years; WI Academy, prin-
cipal for two years; Apopka, FL, Forest Lake Academy, principal for three years; Naples, FL, pastor for five years; Boynton Beach,
FL, pastor for 4.5 years; and Cocoa, Titusville, FL, pastor for 4.5 years. Upon retirement and to be near their children, Stephen and
Ruby moved to Florida Living Retirement Center where they resided for 24 years. He continued his service for the Lord through
serving their local church as a Sabbath School teacher, occasional preacher, Vespers program presenter, and friend to the residents
of the retirement center.

He is survived by his wife of 72 years, Ruby; one son, Stephen (Stephanie) Yost Il of Altamonte Springs, FL; one daughter, Sheryl
Reed of Howey-in-the-Hills; one sister, Virginia Lloyd of Ft. Edward, NY; two grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. He was
predeceased by his brother, George Yost. The service was conducted by Pastor James King at the Florida Living Church in Apopka,
where he was a member for 23 years. Interment was at Highland Memory Gardens in Apopka.
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ALEXANDER, DONALD JAMES, 38,
born Sept. 3, 1958, died April 4, 2017 at his
home in Harrison, TN. A longtime resident
of Hamilton County, Donald attended Col-
legedale Academy and was a graduate of Pa-
cific Union College. He retired from McKee
Foods, and was a member of the Collegedale
Church. He was an amazing dad, and was an
avid traveler, reader, and food connoisseur.
He is survived by one daughter, Liesl (Ty-
ler) White of Berthoud, CO; one son, Justin
(Andrea) Alexander of Sandy, OR; grand-
children: Dominic, Lyric, and Layla Clemen-
tine; one sister, Kathy (Terry) Janzen; and his
father, Dr. Jim Alexander of Ukiah, CA. A
private family service was held. He was pre-
ceded in death by his mother, Virginia Beth
Alexander.

BURCHARD, TOMMIE SUE (ROBIN-
SON), 72, born Feb. 7, 1944, died Nov. 7,
2016. She was the daughter of the late Tom
and Artie Robinson. Tommie was married
to Sam Burchard on Aug. 6, 1972 in Dayton,
TN. She was the retired supervisor of pa-
tient access at Erlanger Bledsoe Hospital in
Pikeville, TN, and was an active, long-term
member of the Pikeville Church, where she
served as the organist until her health be-
gan to decline. She was taken into the home
of relatives John and Donna Goodfellow,
and lovingly cared for until her death. She
is survived by her sons, daughters-in-law,
and granddaughters: Tony, Eva, and Abby
Burchard of Ringgold, GA; Sam, Pam, and
Katlyn Burchard of Apison, TN; her daugh-
ter, Samantha Mills of Sammamish, WA; and
her sisters, Lila Morgan of Columbus, NC,
and Mary Jane Graves of Candler, NC. Al-
ways believing that her salvation was through
Christ Jesus, she looked forward to seeing
loved ones at His second coming. According
to her wishes, her body was donated to Gene-
sis Legacy of Life in Memphis, TN. A memo-
rial service was conducted on Dec. 11, 2016,
at the Pikeville Church, officiated by Pastors
Corbin Pitman and Mark Cox.

BURTNETT, CLARA BELLE (CAR-
SON), 85, born Jan. 31, 1932 in Hillsdale,
MI, died March 7, 2017 at Life Care Center of
Collegedale in Collegedale, TN. She now rests
in the arms of Jesus awaiting the trumpet call
of her Lord’s second coming. Clara was one
of two children born to the late Leanore and
Lewis Carson. She grew up in Michigan, and
attended Andrews University for one year
before withdrawing to work to help pay for
the tuition of her soon-to-be husband, Larry.

She worked for Larry’s dad at the Andrews
University Press. Clara and Larry were mar-
ried in 1951. Upon Larry’s graduation, they
moved to Nashville, TN, where she worked
for Southern Publishing Association (SPA).
In 1965, they moved to Academy Apartments
across from GNJA, which she managed for
15 years. She also worked as a loving house-
wife and mother during this period. In 1980,
the SPA merged with the Review and Herald
in Hagerstown, MD. Clara then worked as an
editorial secretary for Vibrant Life Magazine
until her retirement in 1994. While serving in
this position, she authored a monthly column
called “Clara’s Kitchen.” In retirement, Lar-
ry and Clara first moved to Crossville, TN,
and then to Chattanooga, TN. She is survived
by her brother, Lewis Carson; two sons: Dan
(Debbie) Burtnett, and Dennis (Cindy) Burt-
nett; and four grandchildren: Ryan, Ashleigh,
Brittney, and Courtney. She was preceded in
death by her loving husband, Larry Burtnett,
and son, Ronald. A celebration of life service
was held March 19, 2017, at the Collegedale
Church with Pastor David Ferguson officiat-
ing. Burial followed at Collegedale Memorial
Park.

BUTTERFIELD, NANCY KAREN
(ROSENTHAL), 81, born June 2, 1935 in
Nevada, lowa, died Dec. 31, 2016. Karen was
a charter member of the Middletown Church
(formerly known as St. Matthews Church).
She attended Miami Jr. and Forest Lake
academies. She graduated from Collegedale
Academy where she met her husband, W.
Joe Butterfield. She had many occupations
including dental assistant, doctor’s reception-
ist, church organist, assistant administrator at
Pleasant Grove Hospital, and office manager
at Jefferson Place. She enjoyed sewing, read-
ing, traveling/road trips with Joe, playing the
piano, teaching Sabbath School, and taking
care of her grandsons. She loved her church
family and enjoyed participating in its many
activities. She is predeceased by her parents,
Louis and Esther Rosenthal. She is survived
by her husband, W. Joe Butterfield; one son,
Leslie (Heather) Butterfield; one daughter,
Karen E. Butterfield; three grandsons: Casey,
Corey (Erin), and Collin Butterfield; and one
sister, Pat Rosenthal.

CARNES, KRISTY RENAE, 55, born
June 16, 1961 in Edinburg, TX, died March
2, 2017 of natural causes. Kristy lived in
Hamilton County since 1990. She was a full-
time mother, volunteer to the homeless, and a
faithful servant of Jesus. She is survived by

obituaries

her husband, Gary W. Carnes; one son, Mi-
chael Carnes; one daughter, Heather Kreme-
netsky; her mother, Kay Arwood; step-father,
Bob Arwood; one sister, Cynthia Harkness;
and two grandchildren: Nikolas and Alexan-
der Kremenetsky. Services were held March
11, 2017 at the Hamilton Community Church
in Chattanooga, TN, with Pastor Jim Herman
officiating.

CAVERLY, DONALD V., 80, born Dec.
24, 1936 in Farmington, NH, died June 15,
2017 in Sorrento, FL. He was a member of
the Forest Lake Church for 30-plus years.
He loved photography and working with the
homeless ministry. He is survived by his wife
of 67 years, Shirley; two sons: Aaron (Jenni-
fer) Caverly, and Andrew (Amanda) Caverly
all of Sorrento, FL; one brother, Edward Cav-
erly of Winter Park, FL; and two grandchil-
dren. The military service was conducted at
the Amvets in Mt. Dora, FL.

COOLIDGE, CAROLYN G., 99, born
April 14, 1918 in Macon, GA, died May 9,
2017 in Collegedale, TN. She was a member
of the Florida Living Church in Apopka, FL,
for 12 years. She was employed as an RN at
Tacoma Hospital in Greenville, TN, from the
1950s to the 1960s, and at Madison Hospi-
tal, Madison, TN, from 1969 to 1977. She is
survived by her three sons: William (Rose)
Coolidge of Altamonte Springs, FL, Her-
bert (Carolyn) Coolidge of Collegedale, TN,
and Robert (Lorraine) Coolidge of Deland,
FL; and two grandchildren. She was prede-
ceased by her husband of 70 years, Everette
Coolidge, who died in 2009. The interment
and graveside service was conducted by Pas-
tor Clarence Small in Greenville, TN.

COSTERISAN, FRANCIS JOSEPH, 98,
born July 5, 1918 in Ironton, W1, died April
18, 2017 in East Flat Rock, NC. He was a
dairy farmer and a master carpenter. He at-
tended Emmanuel Missionary College, now
Andrews University. In 1962, he and his fam-
ily moved to Southern Missionary College,
now Southern Adventist University as plant
engineer. He remained there for 21 years.
He built several churches during his career.
He retired to Fort Payne, AL, and moved to
Fletcher Park Inn, NC, in February 2001. He
was an active member of the Seventh—day
Adventist Church his whole life, and a mem-
ber of the Fletcher, NC, Church at the time of
his death. He was preceded in death by six
siblings; his wife, Adabelle White Costeri-
san, whom he was married to for 63 years;
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and one granddaughter, Julie Costerisan. He
is survived by his sister, Jesse Schroeder of
Elk Park, NC; four children: Frank (Joan)
Costerisan of Hendersonville, NC, Daryl
(Lee Anne) Costerisan of Collegedale, TN,
Marji (Tom) Tiptom of Knoxville, TN, and
Bruce (Jayne) Costerisan of Chattanooga,
TN; six grandchildren; and five great-grand-
children.

CREEL, VIRGINIA, 84, born Sept. 5, 1932,
died March 21, 2017 at her home in Ooltewah,
TN. Virginia was a previous employee of the
Collegedale Credit Union and a member of
the Collegedale Church. She was a loving
mother and friend, and will be dearly missed
by all who knew her. She is survived by two
sons: David Creel and William “Billy” Creel,
one sister, Betty (Thomas) Dowell; one niece;
one nephew; extended family; and friends.
She was preceded in death by her husband,
Earl Creel. A celebration of life service was
held April 9, 2017 at the Collegedale Church
with Pastor Cherie Smith officiating. A
graveside service followed in the Collegedale
Memorial Park.

DAVIS, MARY SUE MULLINAX, 94,
born Sept. 15, 1922, died March 23,2017 in
Greenville, SC. Sue was a member of the
Fletcher, NC, Church. She earned her nursing
diploma in Fletcher Mountain Sanitarium.
She and her husband, Herman Davis, served
as missionaries in Ethiopia for 11 years. Upon
returning to the U.S., they pastored church-
es in North and South Carolina. She was a
minister’s wife and a private duty registered
nurse while she raised their four children. She
is survived by her four daughters: Mary Jo of
Hendersonville, Gene of Tampa, FL, Suzanne
of Chattanooga, TN, and Suzette of Newport
Beach, CA; one brother, Joseph Mullinax; six
grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her husband,
Pastor Herman Davis; and two brothers: Aar-
on and Doyle Mullinax.

DAVIS, RICHARD “DICK” H., 89, born
May 16, 1928 in Hammond, IN, died June
15, 2017 in Altamonte Springs, FL. He was
a member of the Forest Lake Church for 54
years. He volunteered for many years at the
Forest Lake Church Gift and Thrift Store. He
is survived by his wife of 62 years, June; two
sons: Kevin Davis of College Park, GA, and
Kurtis Davis of Deland, FL.

EYTCHESON, FAY, 71, born April 16,
1945, died March 29, 2017 in Hudson, FL.
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She was a member of the New Port Richey,
FL, Church for 30 years. She is survived by
one son, Jeff Eytcheson; one daughter, Lori
Hudak; two brothers: George and Floyd; two
sisters: Colleen and Jane; six grandchildren;
and six great-grandchildren.

FAUSEY, CHARLOTTE, 96, born Jan. 10,
1921 in Indianapolis, IN, died April 3, 2017 in
New Port Richey, FL. She was a member of
the New Port Richey Church for 12 years. She
is survived by one son, Joe Bireley of Hud-
son, FL; and one daughter, Sandra Bertram of
Indianapolis, IN. The service and interment
were in Indianapolis, IN.

GREEN, VERNON GEORGE, 93, born
April 30, 1921 in Oklahoma City, OK, died
Feb. 28, 2015 in Apopka, FL. He was a mem-
ber of the Forest Lake Church in Apopka for
12 years. He worked for the Church for 31
years, and retired while working in the Florida
Conference. He is survived by his wife of 70
years, Peggy; one son, Gary (Donna) of Bir-
mingham, AL; two daughters: Lydia Green
of Longwood, and Terri Smith of Oviedo;
six grandchildren; and 13 great-grandchil-
dren. The memorial service was conducted
by Pastors Lewis Hendershott, Lester Pratt,
and Floyd Powell at the Forest Lake Church.
Interment was in the Highland Memory Gar-
dens in Apopka.

HAROLD, RAYMOND, 97, born May
13, 1919 in Yonkers, NY, died April 14,
2017. He was the son of Dr. Joseph Harold
and Charlotte Barbara Dietrich. His father’s
Irish heritage and his mother’s French tradi-
tion gave Raymond the examples of love and
hard work that would provide the Christian
foundation for the rest of his life. Raymond
graduated from Madison College in Madi-
son, TN, where he met his wife, Betty Alice
Peak; the love of his life and companion for
67 years. Raymond, along with Betty, was
an active member of the Hopkinsville com-
munity for more than 50 years. He was a
member of the Hopkinsville, KY, Church. As
an active member and elder, Raymond ded-
icated his life to spreading the love of God.
For more than 20 years, he ministered in the
Hopkinsville jail, going every week to visit
with the inmates and share with them. When
asked why he enjoyed such good health, he
would often reply, “Healthy diet, exercise,
and trust in the Lord.” Raymond is survived
by his wife, Betty; one son, James Harold,
three daughters: Joan Wilson, Ellen Broder-
sen, Mary Harold; four grandchildren: Kevin

Harold, Travis Harold, Spencer Harold, Eric
Brodersen; and one great-grandchild, Kovax
Harold. He is preceded in death by his par-
ents; one daughter, Bethel Ray Harold; two
brothers: John and Joseph Harold; and one
sister, Miriam Harold.

HENSON, FORREST, 98, born July 12,
1918 in Phil, KY, died Feb. 7, 2017 at The
Episcopal Church Home in Louisville, KY.
Forrest was a member of the Elizabethtown,
KY, Church. He grew up in Casey County,
KY, graduated from Casey County High
School in 1936, and attended Berea College
for two years. After college, he sold life in-
surance in North Carolina, and worked as a
welder in the Savannah, GA, shipbuilding in-
dustry during World War II. In 1945, he went
to work for Brown’s Ice Cream Company in
Elizabethtown, and managed the operation of
the ice cream plant for 34 years until it closed
in 1979. He then sold life insurance until his
retirement in 2008. Forrest was preceded in
death in 1979 by his first wife, Virginia Ed-
wards Henson; four brothers: Lawrence, Hol-
lis, Virl, and Earl Henson; and three sisters:
Mary Dick, Arlie Haggard, and Cloe Eads.
He is survived by his wife of 35 years, Ruth
Diane Henson; one son, Forrest Henson Jr.;
one daughter, Sue (Terry) Strange; three sis-
ters: Beulah Wolf, Mildred Coffey, and Bet-
ty Lou Wheeler; five granddaughters: Jean
Renee Allison, Toni Gail Darnall, Stephanie
Lynn Fowlkes, Sara Elizabeth Strange, and
Jennifer Henson Atchison; two great-grand-
daughters; six great-grandsons; and one
great-great-granddaughter.

HURT, HELEN FAY, 78, born Nov. 7, 1938,
died March 30, 2017. She was a resident of
Ooltewah, TN.

KIMBEL, VICTOR, 84, born Oct. 2,
1932 in Wayland, NY, died Feb. 25, 2017 in
Woodbury, TN. He served in the Army and
was stationed in Korea. He also worked for
Worthington Foods and Loma Linda Foods
in Ohio and Sovex in Collegedale, TN. He is
survived by his wife of 60 years, Dolly; one
son, Tory (Joyce) Kimbel; two daughters:
LeAnn (David) Jordan, and Donna Kimbel;
and six grandchildren.

LUCAS, WILLIAM THOMAS, 70, born
Oct. 19, 1942, died April 6, 2013. He was a
welder with Fiba Technology. He was a mem-
ber of the Louisville, KY, Church. He is sur-
vived by four daughters: Ellen Wilson, Patri-
cia Oldham, Renita Duff, Peggy Ferguson;



one son, Ronnie Lucas; two sisters: Joyce
Hudson and Violet Roden; two brothers:
Danny Graybeal and Jr. Lucas; seven grand-
children; and five great-grandchildren.

MANZANO, EILEEN GILL, 91, born
Sept. 27, 1925 in Columbus, OH, died Nov.
23, 2016 in Harriman, TN. Her childhood
and youth were spent in five different homes.
After finishing high school at St. Mary’s in
Ohio, Eileen spent four years at Madison
College in Tennessee. During the summer
of 1945, she and another student were super-
vised by Ms. Marple and another woman who
drove them to small towns across Kentucky
and Tennessee, where they sold the Watch-
man (These Times) and Life and Health to
stores and businesses. The next summer, she
and fellow student Marie Holloway served as
Bible workers for evangelist Knecht in Hazle-
wood, NC. That fall, she resumed her nursing
course. In December 1946, army veteran Da-
vid Manzano arrived on campus. His family
had moved to Madison College from Battle
Creek, MI, the previous year. David had nev-
er considered being a minister, but the spirit
of service for the Lord evident at Madison
College and then getting acquainted with
Eileen, who was more dedicated to the Lord
than he was, opened David to the Lord’s will.
Eileen and David were married on Aug. 25,
1947. The wedding took place in Elder Arthur
Spaulding’s yard, and he presented Eileen in
marriage. Elder Howard Welch performed the
service. College and ministry took Eileen and
David to the states of Maryland, New Jersey,
Florida, Ohio, and Texas. Eileen was loved by
church members wherever they served. Be-
sides being a wonderful wife and mother, she
was a perfect helper in ministry. She worked
part-time as a literature evangelist, office
secretary, Dorcas Welfare Federation leader
in New Jersey, and shepherdess correspon-
dent in Ohio. The couple retired on Sept. 1,
1991 in Roane County, TN, and continued to
serve. Eileen donated $25,000 she inherited
from her mother for the new Roane County
Church building. She is survived by her hus-
band, David; one son, Daniel (Rose) of New
Albany, IN; one daughter, Martha Sue (John)
Baugh of McGill, NV; and one granddaugh-
ter, Suzanne Leigh of Knoxville, TN.

MCKEWEN, MARGARET ELIZA-
BETH GOFF, 89, born Aug. 8, 1927 in
Arcadia, FL, died March 1, 2017 in Calhoun,
GA. She was a faithful member of the Cal-
houn Church, and especially enjoyed the fel-
lowship of her Sabbath School class. Marga-

ret’s passing was preceded by her husband,
Willard Robert (Bob) McKewen, in Septem-
ber 2005. They married in 1946, and her life
example led Bob to join the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church in years to come. She is sur-
vived by her daughter and son-in-law, Sharon
and Jim Brazill; son, Robert Ty McKewen,;
and daughter, Judy McKewen; one grand-
daughter and her husband, April and Lucas;
and two great-grandchildren: Jackson and
Ava—the lights of her life.

OWEN, JAMES RICHARD, 33, born July
15, 1983 in Ann Arbor, M1, died June 5, 2017
in Hendersonville, NC. James was a graduate
from Fletcher Academy and Southern Adven-
tist University in Collegedale, TN. He worked
with his father, Jim, and brother, Jeff, at E-Z
Roll Off Containers. He was a member of the
Fletcher, NC, Church, where he was an effective
Pathfinder director, and helped with the AcroK-
nights, the Fletcher Academy Gymnastic Team.
He loved the outdoors and enjoyed camping. He
is survived by his wife, Robin Owen; father,
Jim Owen; mother, Judy Swensen; brother,
Jeff (Leah) Owen; one son, James Owen; one
daughter, Ruth Owen; one niece, Hailey Heuss;
many uncles; aunts; and cousins.

PRITCHARD, HAZEL, 92, of Morganton,
NC, born Aug. 11, 1924 to David H. Rich and
Callie Lane Rich, died June 6, 2017 at home
surrounded by her family. She was preceded
in death by her brothers: Rufus Rich (Clema),
Fletch Rich (Alpha), Wood Rich (Durlene),
Tilman Rich (Anne), and Floyd Rich; and
sisters: Florence Williams (Woodrow) and
Curley Epley (Dock). She is survived by
one daughter, Diane (Uames) Benson; and
one son, Richard W. Pritchard; one grand-
daughter, Roxanna (David) Dobson; three
great-grandsons: Luke, Joshua, and Seth; and
one great-granddaughter, Tesla. She was a
faithful member of the Morganton Church.

SCHRIBER, MARILOU PARKER, 306,
born Aug. 28, 1930 in Ocala, FL, died March
8, 2017 in Mills River, NC. She was a mem-
ber of the New Port Richey, FL, Church for
20 years, and Fletcher Church for 30 years.
Marilou taught secretarial science and home
economics at Southern Missionary College,
Forest Lake Academy, and Tarpon Springs
High School in Florida. She was known for
her exceptional vegetarian cooking, hospi-
tality, and volunteer work with community
services. She led out in children’s ministries,
Pathfinders, and vegetarian cooking schools.
Later in life, she became an avid walker and

gardener. She was a loved and respected
teacher and devoted wife and mother. She
will be greatly missed by family and friends.
Marilou is preceded in death by her parents:
Jesse Homer and Lucile Parker; as well as
her husband, John Schriber. She is survived
by two daughters: Janice Schriber of Orlan-
do, FL, and Kathleen (Terry) Tallos of Mills
River, NC; three sisters: Jackie Stone of Cape
Coral, FL; Nancy Parker of Fletcher, NC; and
Anna Mae Houghtaling of Floral City, FL;
and four grandsons: Timothy, Jonathan, Ben-
jamin, and Daniel.

TRITTON, LOUISE, M., 89, born July
15, 1927 in Pekin, IL, died May 31, 2017 in
Satsuma, FL. She was a member of the St.
Augustine, FL, Church for 37 years. She is
survived by her three sons: Bob Bergner of
St. Augustine, Steve Bergner of Satsuma, FL,
and David Tritton of Colorado; one daugh-
ter, Christine Sturiale of St. Augustine; 12
grandchildren; and 13 great-grandchildren.
Interment was at the Jacksonville National
Cemetery.

VADIL, PERPETUA, 87, born Sept. I,
1929, died April 3, 2017 in the Philippines.
She was a member of the Dunnellon, FL,
Church for 17 years. She is survived by her
husband, Eusebio Vadil, two daughters:
Cynthia Aranca of Dunnellon, FL, and Luz
Griger of Parrish, FL; two grandchildren; and
two great-grandchildren. The service was
conducted in the Philippines.

WOODS, GLORIA CATHERINE
(WOODARD), 81, born April 24, 1935 in
the New York City Hospital, died March 7,
2017 at Cobb Wellstar Hospital in Austell,
GA. Gloria and her husband, Gene Woods,
were married June 16, 1957 at the Atlanta
Beverly Roads Church, where they were bap-
tized together some time before getting mar-
ried. Gloria won a full scholarship to study
nursing at Georgia Baptist Hospital, and went
on to work as a nurse for more than 50 years
at various hospitals, and for the state of Geor-
gia in Home Care Services. She and Gene
were charter members of the Marietta, Shady
Grove, and Douglasville churches, where
they led out in many church offices. Gloria is
survived by her husband of almost 60 years,
Gene; her three sons: Cameron Woods, Rod-
ney Woods, and Anthony Woods; and sev-
en grandchildren: Daniel Woods, Tiffney
Woods, Brian Hodges, Katie Woods, Ra-
chel Woods, Whitney Woods, and Miranda
Woods.
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Adventist Channels

Need to change your address for Southern Tidings?

Mail in the label from the back of your last
Southern Tidings, or fill-in
the information below and mail it to:

Connect to any TV « Record your favorite shows « IPTV Ready*
* You must have intenet at home to watch non-satellite channels SOUTHERN TIDINGS, ADDRESS CHANGE,
P.O. BOX 923868, NORCROSS, GA 30010-3868

Please ask us about

FREE Install Kit

866-552-6882 =1~ www.adventistsat.com

INTERNET Channels NAME:| |
Watch Available IPTV OLD ADDRESS: | |
Channels via Internet | |
Complete satellite system only $199 NEW ADDRESS: | |
Plus shipping
No Monthly Fees Two R | |
No Subscriptions ' wo Room
Includes 36in Dish ’ Systerp ?349 PHONE NUMBER; | |
Plus shipping

HOME CHURCH: |

Legal Notices

The Kentucky-Tennessee Conference Session

Notice is hereby given that the 32nd regular session of the Kentucky-Tennessee Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists will be held at the Madison Campus Seventh-day Adventist Church, 607-B Larkin Springs Road,
Madison, Tennessee, Sunday, September 10, 2017. The session will begin at 10 a.m. This session is called for the
purpose of electing officers for the ensuing term and for transacting any other business that may properly come
before the session. Each church in the conference is entitled to one delegate and an additional delegate for each
twenty-five members or major fraction thereof.

Steven L. Haley, President
Steve A. Rose Sr., Executive Secretary

The Kentucky-Tennessee Conference Association of Seventh-day Adventists, Inc.

Notice is hereby given that the 32nd regular session of the Kentucky-Tennessee Conference Association of
Seventh-day Adventists, a corporation, is called to meet in the Madison Campus Seventh-day Adventist Church,
607-B Larkin Springs Road, Madison, Tennessee, Sunday, September 10, 2017. The session will begin at 10 a.m. The
delegates to the Kentucky-Tennessee Conference of Seventh-day Adventists are the constituency of the corporation.

Steven L. Haley, President
Silke Hubbard, Secretary
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Itis_a_
Privilege

t is confirmed that in life we progress in stages from spills, to

drills, to thrills, to bills, to ills, to pills, and to wills. Nineteen
years after our first will was made, we sensed the need to
update and revise. We secured the professional services of a
competent Seventh-day Adventist attorney.

We are grateful the Beneficent Father has blessed us in

SO mMmany ways over so many years. It is a privilege to include
the Lord’s work in our last will and testament. At our very
best, we can’t beat God’s giving, no matter how we try.
Notwithstanding, planned giving is a fun journey. Try it, you'll

like it!
» To learn how you can include the Lord’s work
in your will, contact your local Conference or

Carolina University Planned Giving and Trust Services
Rick Hutchinson (704) 596-3200 representative today!
Florida Kentucky-Tennessee
Phil Bond (407) 644-5000 Silke Hubbard (615) 859-1391
Georgia-Cumberland Oakwood University South Central
Ray Hartwell (706) 629-7951 Lewis Jones (256) 726-7000 Sonja Crayton (615) 226-6500
Gulf States South Atlantic Southeastern Southern Adventist University .
David Sigamani (334) 272-7493 Merkita Mosely (404) 792-0535  Juan Gonzalez (352) 735-3142 Carolyn Liers (423) 236-2818 SUSDAGift.org

OAKWOOD UNIVERSITY CHURCH EDIFICE

Special Musical Guest: Sandi Patty, Five-T
ALSO FE It

rrent and Former TP
Reunion Choir - Inter
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Preparing for an ever-changing job market?

Learn HOW to think, not just WHAT to think. At Southern, students

all over campus are encouraged to expand their horizons through

research. Twice a year they share their findings on Research Day. ~
Last year alone, 823 students participated, presenting a broad

range of topics from exploring the synthesis of new chemicals to

the etymology and usage of languages. SOUTHERN

Learn more about how Southern prepares you for life. ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY

Power for Mind & Soul
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PATHWAY % HEALT
Phoenix Mega Clinic

December 25-27, 2017

3,500 Volunteers Needed

Dentists, Dental Hygienists & Assistants, Ophthalmologists, Optometrists, Nurses
Surgeons, Doctors of All Specialties, Hair Stylists and Non-medical Volunteers

Grve %{: ,‘«7%[”/ heallh Lo thowusands orn GChristnas.”

Information & Volunteer Registration at
PathwaytoHealthVolunteer.org
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Yaur Best Pathway 1o Health is a humatianan service of the Sevanth-day Adventist Church in pannership
for the Phaenix mega clinic with the Arizona Conference of Seventh-day Advenfisis.
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advertisements

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR ADVERTISING

(1) Have your pastor or local church elder write “Approved” and his signature on the sheet of paper containing
the advertisement, (2) write your name and address on the same sheet, (3) specify how many times the ad is to
fun, (4) send the approved ad to your conference office 6 weeks in advance of the publication date and (5) don’t
forget to enclose payment in full for each month the ad is to run. Make checks payable to SOUTHERN UNION.

RATES: Southern Union: $40 for 20 words or less, including address. $45 for anything longer than
20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word beyond 45. Accepted as space is available. Ads may run in

successive months as space permits.

Southern Tidings makes every reasonable effort to screen all advertising, but in no case can the periodical
assume responsibilty for advertisments appearing in its columes, or for typographical errors.

PROPERTY AVAILABLE

COLLEGEDALE GUESTHOUSE: 1.5 bedroom
fully equipped condo with kitchen and laun-
dry, no steps, huge deck, secluded woodland
setting. “What a find!” say guests, “Delightful!”
$70/night for two (2-night minimum). Call
423-236-4688 or 423-716-1298. See pictures
at www.rogerkingrentals.com. [8]

SUMMIT RIDGE RETIREMENT VILLAGE is a
place where you can live independently in your
own home. Lawn mowing and maintenance pro-
vided. Church and nursing home on grounds.
Make friends with Adventist neighbors, and en-
joy the low cost of living in the Oklahoma coun-
tryside. Call Bill Norman, 405-454-6538. Web-
site: www.summit-ridge-village.org. ©

FLORIDA LIVING, INDEPENDENT RETIRE-
MENT LIVING - celebrating 51years of service.
A small, relaxed, sunny and warm environ-
ment for SDA retirees. Affordable, lease only
condos, efficiencies and homes. Located near
SDA hospitals, medical offices, shopping and
entertainment. Vegetarian meals and healthy
living style promoted. 407-862-2646, www.
floridalivingretirement.com [8-3]

COLLEGEDALE REAL ESTATE - Collegedale
home, 3 bed/2 bath all on one level w/ 2nd
floor bonus room, located in pool commu-
nity, $275,000; 2 Mulberry Park condos w/
community pool/clubhouse, no maintenance,
$240,000 each. Chattanooga lake view condo,
$225,000. New listings every week: www.Dix-
onTeam.com. Wendly Dixon, Dixon Team Keller
Williams, 423-602-7653. [8]

COLLEGEDALE COMMUNITY LIVING - Re-
tired and wanting to downsize? Family owned
and operated, Grindstone Estates is a sizeable
but quiet mobile-home “land-lease” commu-
nity located in Collegedale, TN, 1.3 miles from
the SAU campus. Tucked away at the foot of
Grindstone Mountain, these privately-owned
homes are easily accessible to desired ser-
vices. We still have space for your home!
Phone 423-396-2886. [8-11]

HOME FOR SALE IN THE COLLEGEDALE AR-
EA: Spectacular country home on 18 private
acres with over 3,360 square feet under air
and loaded with upgrades. Just 6 minutes from
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Collegedale on California Lane for $499,000!
Check out www.255cali.com for the virtual tour.
Contact Jon DAvanzo, Davanzo Real Estate.
423-834-4545 or JDhelpingyou@gmail.com [8]

HOUSE FOR SALE IN COLLEGEDALE, TN 5
minutes to SAU. 4 bed, 2 bath, new hvac, roof
and floors. Very spacious living and many cab-
inets. Family room or man cave with storage.
Rear yard privacy. Call 423-396-2040 and
leave message. [8]

COUNTRY LIVING! Brand new home Dunlap
TN. Near beautiful church/school. End of road
privacy with open 3/2 floor plan, hardwood
floors, custom cabinets, upgraded appliances.
Garden area, stream, hardwoods. Close access
walking trails, pond with beach and dock. Asking
$195,000. Call for pictures, 301-992-7472 [8]

LOTS FOR SALE Cumberland Plateau, Dunlap
TN. 2,000’ elevation, springs, level to rolling to-
pography, end of hardtop country road, hard-
woods with trails and pond with beach and dock.
Great gardening. $3,000/acre and up. 10 miles
to town and church/school. Call for pictures and
plat. 301-992-7472. [8]

CONSIDERING A MOVE TO NASHVILLE, TN?
Contact Paul Koulakov, broker with Rivergate
Realtors: 615-482-4860 / koul@realtracs.com.
Financing available through Christopher Ar-
mantrout NMLS#1210804 of Lending Hand
Mortgage, LLC (NMLS# 152227) 615-671-9178
/ Christopher@Ask-Christopher.com (Adver-
tisement is not a commitment to lend.,) [8, 9]

AS GOD’S COMMANDMENT-KEEPING PEO-
PLE, we must leave the cities. (Ev/77) Check
this opportunity! Deer Lodge, TN, 3 bed, 2 bath
double-wide for rent. $450/month. Woodstove,
garden space, church and school 2 miles. Great
for retired couple or family. Employment not
abundant. Call 9371-863-5865 or flundberg@
twlakes.net [8]

TN COUNTRY LIVING - Secluded, peaceful,
beautiful, end-of-road country living property
in lovely northern Tennessee, approximately 2
hours east of Nashville, near Heritage Acade-
my. 15.94 acres, part open, part wooded. Mod-
ern brick 4 bed, 3 bath home, hardwood floors,
high ceilings, almost 4000 sq. ft., fully furnished
daylight basement. Orchard, garden, green-
house, pond. $325,000. 909-856-7175. [8, 9]

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

SOUTHERN’s SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND
PSYCHOLOGY seeks full time professor to
teach graduate outdoor education courses.
Responsible for: engaging in activities of de-
partment including research; providing leader-
ship to graduate assistant; providing academic
advising; and serving on university commit-
tees. Qualifications: earned doctoral degree in
leadership, education, or other; familiarity with
online programming, and wiliness to obtain
pertinent outdoor certifications. Send cover
letter, CV, statement of philosophy as it relates
to outdoor education, and three references: Dr.
John McCoy, Dean - School of Education and
Psychology, Southern Adventist University, PO
Box 370, Collegedale, TN 37315 or via email:
Jmccoy@southern.edu [8]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks
part-time professor for History and Political
Studies Department (starting June 1, 2017) to
teach American history, develop courses, ad-
vise/mentor students, engage in service activ-
ities, and sustain a research and professional
growth agenda. Must be able to teach courses
in Atlantic history, topics in African history, and
African-American and or Latin American pop
culture; with a combination of expertise and
strong knowledge in at least one of the two re-
gional/cultural areas. PhD in History preferred.
Send letter of application, curriculum vitae,
statement of teaching philosophy, and three
references to Dr. Mark Peach, peach@southern.
edu and Dr. Robert Young, ryoung@southern.
edu, PO Box 370, Collegedale, TN 37315. [8]

SOUTHERN’s SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND
PSYCHOLOGY seeks full time professor to
teach undergraduate methods courses and
teacher education courses, as well as teach
graduate level education courses. Also respon-
sible for: academic advising, serve on univer-
sity, department, and Teacher Education Pro-
gram committees, and engage in activities of
the department, including research and schol-
arly activities. Requirements: earned doctor-
ate in education or related field, committed to
Christian higher education and the integration
of faith and learning, experience with online
learning, mathematics background and suc-
cessful teaching in public and church school
preferable. Send cover letter, CV, statement of
philosophy of Christian education, and three
references: Dr. John McCoy, Dean - School of
Education and Psychology, Southern Adventist
University, PO Box 370, Collegedale, TN 37315
or via email: jmccoy@southern.edu [8]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seek-
ing experienced IT professional for Systems
Analyst position. Responsibilities include,
but not limited to: managing escalated sup-
port tickets, tracking backlog items related



to software defects and enhancements, and
capturing new IT business requirements, doc-
umenting and implementing IT projects, pro-
viding end user training, and quality assurance
testing. Qualifications: bachelor degree in T/
related field with relevant work experience, or
equivalent in education and work experience.
Knowledge of JitBit, agile software develop-
ment concepts, T-SQL, MS SQL Reporting
Services; and familiarity with Ellucian products
preferred. Send resumes to sarahshelburne@
southern.edu [8]

SOUTHERN’S RECORDS AND ADVISE-
MENT DEPARTMENT seeks full time Data
Analyst to provide technical expertise in
business process technology and develop
solutions to increase operational efficien-
cies. Responsibilities: design and develop
reporting applications; develop and main-
tain intranet web server for reporting appli-
cations; design/program ad-hoc reports; as-
sist staff with online catalog system; provide
helpdesk support to records and advise-
ment staff; and serve as liaison between the
IT department and Records & Advisement.
Qualifications: bachelor’s degree in comput-
er science and 3 years experience in related
filed. Proficient with Apache, SQL, HTML,
and Java Script; and Ellucian Colleague
desired. Send resume to sarahshelburne@
southern.edu or Southern Adventist Univer-
sity, PO Box 370, Collegedale, TN 37315. [8]

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY is hiring! To
see the list of available positions, go to jobs.
wallawalla.edu [8-12]

PUC is seeking full time positions in our
Nursing Department. Looking for profes-
sors in the areas of adult clinical focus, adult
clinical focus-leadership/preceptorship, and
obstetric or children clinical focus. Prefer-
ence is for master’s degree in nursing, cur-
rent California RN License, and a minimum
of 1 year teaching experience desired. For
more information or to apply, please call
(707) 965-6231 or visit http;//puc.edu/facul-
ty-staff/current-job-postings [8]

WILDWOOD LIFESTYLE CENTER is in
search of an experienced vegan cook who is
committed, organized, possesses manage-
ment skills, and who is able to plan and di-
rect food preparation and culinary activities.
This is a full-time position, providing benefits
and housing. Contact us at 706-820-1493 or
apply online at www.wildwoodhealth.org [8]

WANTED: Part-time administrative assis-
tant for the Director of the E.A. Sutherland
Education Assocation. Experience in edu-
cation preferred but not required. Strong
computer and communication skills a must.
Office is located in Collegedale, TN. Please
send resume to wandasarr@easea.org [8-
10]

advertisements

PSYCHIATRIST OR CLINICAL PSYCHOLO-
GIST, PhD needed for Rural Health Clinic on
the campus of Weimar Institute at Weimar,
California. Competitive pay and benefits. Call
Dr. Randall Steffens at: 615-604-0142. [8-10]

IT IS WRITTEN MARKETING DIRECTOR - Re-
sponsible for the overall image of the ministry.
Responsible for PR and Advertising and cre-
ating synergy between projects. Strong inter-
personal skills needed. Must be able to man-
age multiple projects while meeting deadlines.
Must be accurate, organized and detail orient-
ed. Five years experience in similar work. Email
Charles@iiw.org. [8]

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
- Country Life Natural Foods is taking applica-
tions for various positions in their vibrant health
food ministry. Current openings include ware-
housing, shipping and receiving, delivery driv-
er (CDL not required), and customer service
office positions. Country Life is a distributor of
natural, organic, vegan, non-gmo, gluten-free
and bulk foods based in southwest Michigan.
Our mission is to integrate the health food min-
istry with the spreading of the gospel. Call Da-
vid Meyer at 800-456-7694 to inquire. [8]

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

COUNTRY LIFE NATURAL FOODS is a whole-
sale and retail supplier of bulk, organic, vegan,
and natural foods based in southwest Mich-
igan. Our mission is to integrate the health
food ministry with the spreading of the gos-
pel. We have recently acquired the operations
of Something Better Natural Foods who has
served people all over the Southern Union for
over 30 years. We look forward to continuing
to serve your needs in natural foods and health
ministry. Look for our products at the ABC or
contact us at Country Life Natural Foods. Call
800-456-7694, or see our complete product
line at our website www.clnf.org [6]

MISCELLANEQUS

RELOCATING? Apex Moving & Storage has
a national account contract with the General
Conference for your moving needs. Take ad-
vantage of a volume rated discount. Be as-
sured you are moving with the BEST! Call Mar-
cy Dante’ at 800-766-1902; or visit us at: www.
apexmoving.com/adventist [8-12]

THE CLERGY MOVE CENTER™ at Stevens
Worldwide Van Lines is the way to move from
one state to another! With special pricing for all
Adventist families, and recommended by the
General Conference for over 15 years, quality is
inherent. Contact a Move Counselor for an esti-
mate: 800-248-8313, sda@stevensworldwide.
com, www.stevensworldwide.com/sda [8]

THE WILDWOOD LIFESTYLE CENTER can
help you naturally treat and reverse diseases
such as diabetes, heart disease, hypertension,
obesity, arthritis, fioromyalgia, lupus, multiple
sclerosis, chronic fatigue, cancer, depression,
and many more. /nvest in your health, call
1-800-634-9355 for more information or visit
www.wildwoodhealth.com [8-5]

AUTHORS of cookbooks, health books, chil-
dren’s chapter and picture books, Call 800-
367-1844 for your free evaluation. We publish
all book formats, distribute to over 39,000
bookstores in 220 countries. Find our new ti-
tles at your local ABC or www.TeachServices.
com, used SDA books at www.LNFBooks.com
[8-4]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY offers
master’s degrees in business, computer sci-
ence, counseling, education, global commu-
nity development, nursing, religion and social
work. Flexibility is provided through some on-
line and many on-campus programs. Financial
aid may be available. For more information,
call 423-236-2585 or visit www.southern.edu/
graduatestudies [8-5]

SINGLE? WIDOWED? DIVORCED? Meet
compatible SDA companions ages 18 to 98
the old-fashioned way - by pen and paper. No
computer needed! Safe, confidential, effective,
fun! For more information, application, and
pen-pal catalog, send $25 to: SDA Pen-Pal’S,
P.O. Box 734, Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513. [8]

NESTLED AMONG TREES & WOODLANDS
in the mountaintops of East Tennessee, Lau-
relorook Academy has been providing its stu-
dents with quality Adventist education for 65
years. We are located about an hour north of
Chattanooga, TN and Southern Adventist Uni-
versity. We offer a unigue combination of fully
accredited academics, top notch vocational
training with unparalleled missionary experienc-
es for our students, patterned after the Madison
School program. Please call us at 423-775-3336
to find out more information on our affordable
tuition programs, tailored to meet your family’s
needs. We look forward to hearing from you!
Visit us at www.laurelbrook.org [8-10]

ISRAEL TOUR with Pastor Jim Gilley, 3ABN’s
Pastor C.A. Murray, and friends. Two trips this
fall: November 12-20, $2995; November 19-27,
$2,995. Includes all tips, taxes, air, and break-
fast and dinner buffets daily. From New York,
Chicago, or Los Angeles, other departure cities
available. Call Jennifer at 602-788-8864. [8, 9]

AUTUMN PIONEERS TOUR: Visit the life sized
“Ark”, in Williamsburg, KY on our way thru the
fall colors to 18+ Pioneer sites in the Northeast,
U.S. Oct. 4-13. Hear the history of our pioneers
and the stories of years gone by. Heritage
Tours, 423-802-9617, tarriegeiger@gmail.com
[8,9]
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CAROLINA

FALL MARRIAGE RETREAT - Aug. 11-13. Pi-
geon Forge, TN.

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY - Aug.18-20. NPR.
PATHFINDER/ADVENTURER LEADERSHIP
= Aug. 25-27. NPR.

HISPANIC CAMP MEETING - Sept. 8-10. Or-
angeburg, SC.

RETIREES RETREAT - Sept. 18-21. NPR.
ELDERS’ CERTIFICATION #2 VISITATION -
Sept. 22, 23. Kernersville, NC.

MEN’S RETREAT (ENGLISH/HISPANIC) -
Sept. 29-Oct. 1. NPR.

HISPANIC WOMEN'’S RETREAT - Oct. 6-8. NPR.
WOMEN’S RETREAT - Oct. 13-15. NPR.
ADULT SABBATH SCHOOL RETREAT -
Oct. 20, 21. NPR.

CAROLINA MISSION TRIP - Oct. 26-Nov. 3.
Traveling to Honduras.

COMMUNITY SERVICES RETREAT - Oct.
27-29. NPR.

FLORIDA

COMPLETE CALENDAR ONLINE - florida-
conference.com/events

A BETTER CHOICE / FLORIDA ADVENTIST
BOOK CENTER - Altamonte Springs: na-
tional toll-free number, 877-55-FLABC (877-
553-5222). Miami: 305-805-9900. High
Springs: 386-454-7956. Shop online: flori-
daconference.com/abc or order by e-mail:
FloridaABC@floridaconference.com
FLORIDA ADVENTIST BOOKMOBILE
SCHEDULE - Avoid shipping costs by plac-
ing an ABC order to be delivered to a loca-
tion as scheduled below. Orders must be
made by phone or e-mail before 5:30 p.m.
on the Thursday before a scheduled Sunday
delivery.

Aug. 27. Lady Lake, North Lake, Ocala, Cross
City, Perry, Tallahassee.

Sept. 10. Palm Coast, Palatka, St. Augustine,
Orange Cove, Jacksonville First, Jackson-
ville Southpoint. (Southeastern Conference:
Jacksonville Ephesus.)

Sept. 17. Winter Haven, Avon Park, Arcadia,
Cape Coral, Fort Myers, Lehigh Acrews, Naples.
Sept. 24. Midport, West Palm Beach First,
Boynton Beach, Margate. (Southeastern
Conference: Port St. Lucie, West Palm Beach
Ephesus.)

Oct. 1. Inverness, Tampa First, Brandon, West
Coast Christian Academy in Bradenton,
Sarasota, North Port, Port Charlotte.

Oct. 8. Pompano Beach, Ambassador
in Lauderdale Lakes, Sunrise, Plantation.
(Southeastern Conference: Mt. Olivet.)
CAMP KULAQUA FAMILY CAMP 2017 - Sept.
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1-4. Camp Kulaqua, 23400 NW 212 Ave,, High
Springs. Rates vary based on accommodation
choice. campkulaqua.com/kulagua-s-summer-
camp/year-round-programs/family-camp
FLORIDA STATE PATHFINDER CAMPO-
REE - Oct. 26-29. Fisheating Creek Outpost,
7555 US 27, Palmdale. Outdoor activities,
honors, special guest presentations, hands-
on classes, games, spiritual programs, and
more. Cost: $44. Contact your local church
Pathfinder director for more information.

SOUTHERN DEAF FELLOWSHIP CAMP
MEETING - Aug. 9-13. Speaker: Douglas
Silva. Contact Pastor Jeffrey Jordan, jwjor-
dan@gccsda.com or 423-244-0544. Cohut-
ta Springs Conference Center, Crandall, GA.
PATHFINDER LEADERSHIP CONVENTION
= Aug. 18-20. Cohutta Springs Conference
Center, Crandall, GA.

WILL CLINIC WITH JEFF WILSON

Aug. 19-20. Livingston, TN, Church.

Aug. 27-28. Coalfield Church, Oliver Springs, TN.
S’MORE FUN DAY - Aug. 20. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Food, family activities, water play, and more
- free for single moms and their children.
Cohutta Springs Youth Camp, Crandall, GA.
LETTING IT GO, DEALING WITH GRIEF
AND LOSS - Aug. 25-27, Cohutta Springs
Conference Center, Crandall, GA.

MEN’S FALL RALLY: CHAINSAWS & BUT-
TER KNIVES - Aug. 26. 3:30 p.m. Communi-
ty Church, Collegedale, TN.

“RE: START,” AN ADVENTIST CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP (ACF) GATHERING - Friday
evening, Aug. 25. Find out more informa-
tion at www.acfgcc.org/restart. Atlanta, GA,
Metro Church.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - Aug. 30. Con-
ference Office, Calhoun, GA.
CONVERSATIONS (YOUNG ADULT RE-
TREAT) - Sept. 1-3. Which road, God? Is
there a way to keep all of this from being so
confusing? Deadline: Aug. 7. Historic Ban-
ning Mills, Whitesburg, GA.

MAKEOVER: HISPANIC YOUTH RETREAT
= Sept. 8-10. Cohutta Springs Youth Camp,
Crandall, GA.

ADVENTURER MINISTRIES CONVENTION
= Sept. 8-10. Cohutta Springs Youth Camp,
Crandall, GA.

ACF LEADERSHIP REBOOT - Sept. 8-10.
Student leaders unite for a weekend of lead-
ership training and relaxation as they sit with
Jesus and learn how He would have us lead.
Conference Office, Calhoun, GA.
PATHFINDER DRILL INSTRUCTOR TRAIN-
ING - Sept. 15-17. Cohutta Springs Youth
Camp, Crandall, GA.

RE: BROKEN BEAUTY MEN’S RETREAT &
CAR RALLY =~ Sept. 15-17. What is “Broken
Beauty” you might be wondering? Glad you
asked! Every man, including you, is broken.
Every family, including yours, is broken. The
whole planet is broken. But thank God that
there is hope of restoration. And our resto-
ration is beautiful! Bring your old restored
truck, car, RV, motorcycle..we’re going to
have a rally! Cohutta Springs Conference
Center, Crandall, GA.

NORTHEAST TENNESSEE CAMP MEETING
= Sept. 22, 23. The Oaks Retreat, Greeneville, TN.
ENGAGE LEADERSHIP CONVENTION -
Sept. 22, 23. Cohutta Springs Youth Camp,
Crandall, GA.

Some events require pre-registration; details
at registration.gccsda.com.

KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE

50+ CAMP - Aug. 8-13. Indian Creek Camp.

PATHFINDER/ADVENTURER LEADER-
SHIP WEEKEND - Aug. 25-27. Indian Creek
Camp.

CONFERENCE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE -
Aug. 29. Conference Office.

CONFERENCE CONSTITUENCY MEETING
= Sept. 10. Madison Campus Church.
YOUNG WOMEN’S RETREAT - Sept. 8-10.
Indian Creek Camp.

WOMEN'’S RETREAT | - Sept. 15-17. Indian
Creek Camp.

WOMEN’S RETREAT Il - Sept. Sept. 22-24.
Indian Creek Camp.

HISPANIC WOMEN'’S RETREAT | - Sept. 29-
Octl. Indian Creek Camp.

HISPANIC WOMEN’S RETREAT Il - Oct.
6-8. Indian Creek Camp.

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY

FALL CLASSES BEGIN - Aug. 21. Southern
offers a variety of bachelor’s, master’s, and
doctoral degrees, some of which can be
earned entirely online. To learn more, visit
southern.edu or call .800.SOUTHERN.
PREVIEWSOUTHERN - Oct. 19, 20. Stu-
dents are invited to take a campus tour, dis-
cuss majors with professors, sit in on finan-
cial aid workshops, and enjoy a fun activity
in Chattanooga, TN. For more information,
call .800.SOUTHERN.

HOMECOMING - Nov. 2-5. Save the date! With
an emphasis on missions, early highlights of
the weekend include a Parade of Nations, a
hands-on service project to relieve local and
global hunger, and a missionary reunion. Hon-
or classes include: 1937,°47,°57,°67,°72, 77,87,
’92,°97, and '07. Visit southern.edu/alumni or
call 423-236-2830 for additional details.
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APPALACHIAN WORK CAMP - Oct. 15-19.
Clay County, KY.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

UCHEE PINES ALUMNI REUNION AND
RETREAT - Sept. 17-23. Visit ucheepines.
org for details, or call 877-UCHEEPINES.

FLETCHER ACADEMY HOMECOM-
ING WEEKEND - Oct. 6-8. FA Campus.
Please up-date your contact information
at agibbs@fletcheracademy.com, 828-
209-6704. This weekend will honor the
class years ending in 2’s and 7’s. The Class
of 1967 will be marking its 50th Reunion.
Special invitation to former Fletcher Acad-
emy gymnasts and Acroknights. Details at
www.fletcheracademy.com.

CHATTANOOGA FIRST CHURCH CELE-
BRATES 100TH ANNIVERSARY - Oct. 6, 7.
At the church at 7450 Standifer Gap Road,
Chattanooga, TN. The celebration includes:
Nostalgic Friday evening Vespers with It Is
Written associate speaker, Eric Flickinger;
Sabbath School program with an interactive
lesson study by Pastor Fred Fuller; inspira-
tional worship service with a message by
Pastor Roy Caughron; fellowship luncheon;
and a special Sabbath afternoon program.
Past students from the old church school,
come and reconnect with classmates. For-
mer members and friends, please join us
for a memorable celebration of 100 years in
service to God and the community. For fur-
ther information, call 423-400-6485.

SHEYENNE RIVER ACADEMY/PLAIN-
VIEW ACADEMY/DAKOTA ADVENTIST
ACADEMY ALUMNI WEEKEND - Oct.
6, 7. Dakota Adventist Academy, 15905
Sheyenne Circle, Bismarck, ND. Come and
renew your friendships. Honor classes: ‘43,
‘48, ‘53, ‘58, ‘63, ‘68, 78, ‘88, ‘93, ‘98, ‘03,
‘08, 13. For more information, call 701-751-
6177, ext. 212, or visit our website at: www.
dakotaadventistacademy.org or www.da-
kotaadventistacademy.org/

ROSSVILLE (formally  Wallaceville)
CHURCH 50TH ANNIVERSARY - Oct. 7.
This will be a homecoming celebration.
John Strictland will be the speaker. Sab-
bath School begins at 10:00 a.m., with the
worship service at 11:30 a.m., and a fellow-
ship luncheon to follow. There will also be
a program of music and reminiscing in the

eventscalendar

afternoon. For additional information, call
706-866-8214. Church address: 1737 Mis-
sion Ridge Road, Rossville, GA 30741.

TAKOMA PARK, MD, CHURCH FIRST
HOMECOMING CELEBRATION - Oct. 7.
Come to reunite/reconnect in the histori-
cal worship center. Former members/new
friends are cordially invited to join in the first
celebration. Events will include Mark Finley,
guest speaker; a historical tour; and mass
choir concert. Register today at https:/tp-
chomecoming2017.eventbrite.com.

MADISON ACADEMY ALUMNI WEEKEND
= Oct. 13, 14. Come reconnect, reminisce,
and reinvest in your Academy friendships
and alma mater. Please update your contact
infor-mation by going to www.madisonac-
ademy.com/alumni or call 615-865-4055.
We will be celebrating all graduates, but es-
pecially honoring classes ending in 2 or 7.
We look forward to reconnecting with you!

SOCIETY OF ADVENTIST COMMUNICA-
TORS 2017 ANNUAL CONVENTION -
Oct. 19-21. SAVE THE DATE — Celebrating
28 Years of Communication Excellence!
Theme: “Building Bridges.” Embassy Suites
Portland, Washington Square in Portland,
Oregon. Join Seventh-day Adventist com-
munication professionals and university
students from all around the North Amer-
ican Division for training, networking, and
spiritual renewal opportunities. Additional
details: www.adventistcoommunicator.org.

COVINGTON, KENTUCKY, CHURCH
SCHOOL/TAYLOR MILL CHRISTIAN
ACAD-EMY 100TH ANNIVERSARY - Oct.
28. If you or someone you know attended
our school, please contact us at 859-905-
0077, alumnitmca@gmail.com, or our
website at tmcacade-my.net, and like us on
Facebook at Taylor Mill Christian Academy.
We are trying to reconnect with alumni
and are soliciting prayers, stories, and vol-
unteers. Your input is crucial to making this
event meaningful and memorable.

GYC 2017 - ARISE: Dec. 27-31. Join thou-
sands of young people from around the world
at GYC Phoenix, as we spend four days look-
ing at God'’s glorious vision for His people at
the end of time from Isaiah 60. Engage in Bi-
ble study, prayer, witnessing, fellowship, sem-
inars, and sermons. Visit www.gycweb.org for
details and registration.

10 DAYS OF PRAYER RETURNS 2018
= Jan. 10-20. With the theme, “Our High
Priest.” Congregations worldwide continue
to be blessed by this powerful prayer initia-
tive. For more information and to sign up
your church, visit www.tendaysofprayer.org.

RESCHEDULED: The Natural Remedies
& Hydrotherapy workshop scheduled for
Aug. 6-11 at Andrews University has been
rescheduled for spring 2018. Details will
be provided as they become available. For
more information, email chis@andrews.edu.

SUNSER

AUG 4 AUGTT  AUG18 AUG 25  SEPT1 SEPT 8
ATLANTA, GA 8:35 8:28 8:20 8:12 8:03 7:53
CHARLESTON, SC 8:15 8:09 8:01 7:53 7:44 7:35
CHARLOTTE, NC 8:24 8:16 8:08 7:59 7:50 7:40
COLLEGEDALE, TN 8:41 8:34 8:26 8:17 8:08 7:58
HUNTSVILLE, AL 7:46 7:38 7:30 7:22 712 7:03
JACKSON, MS 7:55 7:49 7:41 7:38 7:25 7:16
LOUISVILLE, KY 8:49 8:41 8:32 8:23 8:12 8:02
MEMPHIS, TN 8:00 7:53 7:45 7:36 7:24 i
MIAMI, FL 8:05 7:59 7:53 7:47
MONTGOMERY, AL 7:04 7:33 7:26 718
NASHVILLE, TN 7:49 7:42 Wi 33 7:24
ORLANDO, FL 8:14 8:08 8:01 - T >
TAMPA, FL 8:17 2T 8:05 4
WILMINGTON, NC 8:10 8:03 :55 28

[ ., . i
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HEALTH SYSTEM

The More Things Change,
The More They Stay The Same.

Since the 1866 opening of the Western Health Reform Institute, Adventists have
provided hope, health and healing to millions of patients around the world. Yet as
medical technology changes and health care evolves, one thing remains the same:
our unwavering commitment to provide uncommon compassion, deliver whole
person care, and extend the healing ministry of Christ to every patient, every time.

Join the Adventist legacy of health and healing through whole person care by visiting AdventistHealthSystem.com/careers.
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