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Who’s in Charge of Technology?
“Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power: thy right hand, O 

Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy,” Exodus 15:6.
Consider the tyranny of technology. In his book Future Shock, Alvin Toffler 

regarded the technological revolution as the most taxing of all for the mind.
While grandparents watch bemused, their grandchildren manipulate com-

puters and social media as easily as they themselves once rode scooters. But 
it’s one thing to feel good about a child notching up records in an electronic 
game, quite another to know that your retirement check comes courtesy of 
Android or Apple.

The song of Exodus records God’s scorn for the technology of the Egyp-
tians.  Israel quaked as they heard the rumbling of chariot wheels. How could 
they handle metal shaped for war when all they had were handcarts and a few 
donkeys? But, with the east wind and with walls of water, God tumbled the 
chariots to destruction. A touch of His power and terror turned on Pharaoh’s 
armies.

Many have sought to lock technology at an acceptable level, but time 
swallowed them up and left only their handiwork. Closing the door may cre-
ate a moment of calm, but the storm surely comes.

Three Mile Island and Chernobyl have taught us to dread nuclear technol-
ogy. Politicians with their hotline communication devices and generals with 
their fail-safe switches offer cold comfort measured against past experience. 
Mankind has never invented a technology of terror that he has not unleashed 
beyond his control.

But what of God’s people in the midst of burgeoning technology? Paul 
saw divine technology lifting the faithful from Planet Earth and transporting 
them to the Father’s house. The tyrant’s technology has no more authority 
over God’s people today than it did in Pharaoh’s day.

It may seem quaint to think simple thoughts like these. God made the laws 
that make it possible to produce the wizardry of inventive science. If He made 
those laws, He could turn aside any system, or accumulation of systems, and 
make it useless. Quaint or not, the Red Sea proved it true. What can a chariot 
do when God stretches out His right arm to save? What can a nuclear weapon 
do while God walls in His people as they wait for the second coming of Jesus.

Even in this new year of 2023, God has gifted us with successful weap-
onry for effective warfare in the great controversy between Christ and Satan. 
Christ did not tell His disciples that their work would be easy. They would have 
to fight “against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of darkness 
of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places,” Ephesians 6:12.  

The great news is, we will not be left to fight alone in the 21st century. God, 
the ultimate Lord over all technology, is with us. If we will press forward in our 
quest to reconnect with missing members of our Church, One mightier than 
angels will accompany us.

“The path where God leads the way may lie through the desert or the sea, 
but it is a safe path,” Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 290. –RCS
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In order for the United States to form an 
image of the beast, the religious power 
must so control the civil government 
that the authority of the State will also be 
employed by the Church to accomplish 
her own ends….”

Ellen G. White, Great Controversy, p. 443.

“

RECONSTRUCTING 
LIBERTY UNDERSTAND ING  AND  TAK ING 

H E ED  O F  PROPHET I C  WARN INGS

BY AMIREH AL-HADDAD

Over the last few years, I 
have written about Chris-
tian Nationalism (January 
2020) before most people 

knew or had heard about such a thing. 
Last year, I warned members that we 
were heading for some major land-
scape changes in the way religious lib-
erty and the separation of church and 
state are being handled in the courts 
(January 2021). This year, it seems ap-
propriate to explain how these issues 
have come about and what this means 
for the future of religious freedom in 
America in light of some very specific 
prophetic understandings.

The changes that have been happen-
ing in the religious liberty world started 
more than 20 years ago, and we in the 
Department of Public Affairs and Reli-
gious Liberty have been watching and 
warning members about the changing 
social attitudes for two decades now. 
But, like most warning systems, it nev-
er really hits home until you can see the 
storm on the horizon. Anything before 
that is merely advice to be considered, 
but not necessarily acted upon. 

We have seen a very big change in 
the attitudes towards the ideas of sec-
ularism of late. Secularism in the past 
was never a threat to religious liber-
ty. It was a protection against the en-
croachment of the government into 

religion. However, the issue of sec-
ularism suddenly went from being a 
friend of religious liberty to being the 
enemy of religious liberty. Growing up 
as Americans we all understood that 
our government was a secular govern-
ment, and that secularism was an idea 
that government institutions and the 
governing of people be separated from 
religious institutions and religious ide-
alism. Secularism in the past support-
ed the right of freedom from imposi-
tion of religion upon the people just as 
it supported the Establishment Clause 
of the First Amendment. 

Over the last 15 years secularism 
and its definition, within the confines 
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of American society, has been rede-
fined in a way that is very dangerous 
towards religious liberty. Now, secu-
larism has become an idea that ALL 
human decisions and activities that en-
gage the public should be unhindered 
by religious belief or institutions. Con-
servatives in America see this defini-
tion of secularism, when taken to its 
extreme, as doing away with religion. 
I think we need to rethink this assess-
ment, however. In the history of the 
world, we have never seen religion be-
ing done away with all together; even 
when independent religious thinking 
was outlawed and hunted down, as it 
was during the Protestant Reformation, 
religion still flourished because of the 
fortitude of the believer. It is more like-
ly today’s new definition of secularism 
could drive religion from the public 
square, but is unlikely to kill it.

So, from this changing definition of 
secularism, we come back to the idea 
that the original treatment of secu-
larism was good for religious liberty 
because it supported the Establish-
ment Clause: “Congress shall make 
no law respecting an establishment of 
religion ...” Traditionally, this means 
that the government shall not estab-
lish a state church. It has also upheld 
the idea that the government would 
not take tax dollars and give it to re-
ligious institutions. After all, doesn’t 
financial support help to establish or 
at the very least help maintain those 
institutions? These have long been 
ideals that American protestants have 
valued, even when American Catho-
lics did not. But now, protestants and 
Catholics alike feel it a badge of honor 
to defend religious liberty by calling 
issues that separate the church from 
the state “discriminatory actions” for 
treating religion and religious organi-
zations with less favor than secular or-
ganizations. One might wonder if that 

actually is discriminatory to religion. 
But, calling this separation an act of 
discrimination misses the meaning of 
separation. It also points an accusatory 
finger at religion anytime you must go 
to the government to ask for financial 
support. Benjamin Franklin (in a letter 
to Richard Price, 1780) said the follow-
ing, “When a religion is good, I con-
ceive it will support itself; and when it 
does not support itself, and God does 
not take care to support it so that its 
professors are obliged to call for help 
of the civil power, ’tis a sign, I appre-
hend, of its being a bad one.”

This past summer, in some of their 
final opinions for the term, the Su-
preme Court displayed great aptitude 
in reconstructing liberty as they made 
two very concerning decisions in cases 
regarding government aid to religious 
schools and prayer at public schools. 
In Carson v. Makin, the court majori-
ty opinion decided that Maine’s prohi-
bition of giving money from the state 
coffers to religious schools was uncon-
stitutional and discriminatory towards 
religion. It sounds good when you read 
it, but thinking about what the decision 
actually does may make you change 
your mind about whether the decision 
was the best one. In essence, the deci-
sion takes your mandated tax money 
and gives it to religious schools to train 
up and educate the children of families 
who qualify for the money. If there has 
been one thing that most people have 
liked about the Establishment Clause, it 
was that the state would not take your 
tax dollars and give it to a religion you 
would not voluntarily support. Here is 
my shameless plug for Adventist Edu-
cation: When you give an offering to 
Adventist Education, whether it be in 
the local church school setting or the 
academy or university setting, you are 
funding an evangelism program that 
operates nine months out the year. 
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Should other people’s tax dollars sup-
port those evangelism efforts? 

In the case of Kennedy v. Bremerton 
School District, the court upheld the 
right of a public high school football 
coach to pray on the 50-yard line after 
games. This case involved not only free 
exercise claims, but also establishment 
and free speech clause claims from the 
First Amendment. The majority opin-
ion considered one set of facts, but the 

dissenting opinion considered another 
separate set of facts.  The dissenting 
court opinion was in the interest of the 
separation of church and state, where 
the prayer could be seen as “the em-
ployee ministering religion to students 
as the public watched.” The question 
that goes unanswered is, would the 
court have decided in favor of Coach 
Kennedy had he been leading prayer 
on a prayer rug turned towards Mec-

ca? While the coach definitely had a 
right to have his own personal prayer, 
the school system had a duty to make 
sure his actions were not proselytizing 
a captive audience, the students. 

The case reminds me of a discussion 
over brunch with my former teen Sab-
bath school teacher from my hometown 
of Murfreesboro, Tennessee. In our 
discussion she related to me a story I 
had never heard her tell, although I 
have shared it with others since then. 
She grew up in a small town in Ten-
nessee and attended the public high 
school. She was called by name during 
prayer in assembly, and prayed for 
in front of all her teachers and fellow 
students because she was not like the 
majority there and did not attend the 
Church of the Nazarene. She looked at 
me and said how much she loved the  
Seventh-day Adventist approach to re-
ligious liberty. She never wanted any 
other person to suffer such humiliation.

Our concern in these two decisions 
lies in the court’s changing attitudes 
toward the Establishment Clause. Is 
this part of the reconstruction of liber-
ty, when we slowly tear down the wall 
that has divided the garden of the church 
from the wilderness of the state, as Roger  
Williams so eloquently put it? When 
we favor a certain religion by granting 
government endorsement in a setting 
like a high school football game, do we 
ostracize students and families who will 
be seen as “not one of us” because they 
refuse to take part in the activity? Or, as 
in the Maine tuition case, do we help re-
ligious schools along when we take tax 
dollars and give them to the school? 

 In one of the very few places Ellen 
G. White writes about the United States 
Constitution, she discusses the issues 
of the Establishment Clause and why it 
is so important to our religious liberty 
that this clause is upheld. It is also why 
we should be concerned at any effort to 
reconstruct liberty in our nation. Tak-
en from the Great Controversy, chap-
ter 25, titled “God’s Law Immutable,” 
she writes, “The founders of the nation 

THE CRIME ABOVE ALL CRIMES FAITH, FAC TS, AND FOOTBALL
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SAVE THE DATE
“Reconstructing Religious 
Liberty in a Time of Religious 
and Secular Extremism” 
Religious Liberty Conference

Location: Southern Adventist 
University, Collegedale, 
Tennessee

Date: October 20-21, 2023  
More Details Coming Soon!

Amireh Al-Haddad is the 
director of public affairs and 
religious liberty at the Southern 
Union Conference.

wisely sought to guard against the em-
ployment of secular power on the part 
of the church, with its inevitable result 
— intolerance and persecution. The 
Constitution provides that “Congress 
shall make no law respecting an es-
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof,” and that “no 
religious test shall ever be required as 
a qualification to any office of public 
trust under the United States.” Only in 
flagrant violation of these safeguards to 
the nation’s liberty can any religious ob-
servance be enforced by civil authority. 
But, the inconsistency of such action 
is no greater than is presented in the 
symbol. It is the beast, with lamblike  
horns — in profession pure, gentle, and 
harmless — that speaks like a dragon,” 
Great Controversy, p. 442.

We have long cautioned ourselves to 
be vigilant when proposed changes are 
made to the Constitution. This is, in 
part, because a change to the Consti-
tution could easily result in the loss of 
these precious liberties — all the more 
reason why we outright oppose doing 
away with the Constitution altogether. 
And, it is all the more reason to defend 
the separation of church and state from 
those who seek to reconstruct liberty 
so that the church has more say in gov-

ernment. If you believe in prophecy 
as we have always understood it, sup-
porting those who would do away with 
the Constitution or the separation of 
church and state is akin to helping the 
beast, with its lamblike horns, speak 
like a dragon. 

There is great temptation for each of 
us to bias ourselves with our favorite 
political party. And, more worrisome 
is the new normal of demonizing the 
party with whom you do not affiliate. It 
is tempting for us as Christians to stay 
away from the secular in favor of the 
more religious. Some even warn that the 
more secular party will bring about our 
final persecution. However, this flies in 
the face of prophecy.

“In order for the United States to form 
an image of the beast, the religious pow-
er must so control the civil government 
that the authority of the State will also 
be employed by the church to accom-
plish her own ends …. Whenever the 
church has obtained secular power, she 
has employed it to punish dissent from 
her doctrines. Protestant churches that 
have followed in the steps of Rome by 
forming alliance with worldly powers, 
have manifested a similar desire to re-
strict liberty of conscience,” Great Con-
troversy, p. 443.

Defending religious liberty is much 
more than working Sabbath accommo-
dation problems. It is also much more 
than just defending the Free Exercise 
Clause, which gives us the right to 
freely believe and practice that belief. 
Defending religious liberty also means 
defending the Establishment Clause, 
and understanding that the separation of 
church and state is good for the country 
and good for religion. 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY OFFERING SABBATH, JANUARY 14, 2023 
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HOT program participants and Southern Union Conference Office of Education 
team
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A MOMENT WITH 
SOUTHERN UNION’S 

NEW TEACHERS
BY ROSE THOMAS, PH.D.

The Southern Union Conference Of-
fice of Education (SUCOE) is filled 
with gratitude and excitement at 

this new year, 2023. Surely, we can testi-
fy that God has been with us! Emmanuel  
has been our constant and faithful com-
panion, and has ushered us through the 
2020 worldwide pandemic, and has 
graced us even now with life to serve and 
love to worship in His vineyard.

Reflecting over the past year, we are 
amazed at what the Lord has accom-
plished through us in the Southern 
Union Office of Education. We have 
participated or led in countless training 
presentations, constituencies, special 
events, boards and councils, and writ-
ing and reviewing of policies. One event 
stands out above all because of its focus 
on a special group — our newest teach-
ers across the Southern Union territory.

The field of education is currently ex-
periencing a teacher shortage in both the 
public and private sectors. In Adven-
tist schools, the shortage is more acute 
because of our commitment to employ 
ministers of education who are filled 
with the Spirit of Christ and equipped 
to lead our students, not only to become 
great thinkers and doers in the service 
of others, but to develop a personal and 
life-changing relationship with the Sav-
ior of the world. Our Adventist teachers 
are exceptional evangelists, for they 
minister and model Christ to congrega-
tions of students, from early childhood 

education to the doctoral degree, daily.
During 2022, the SUCOE team planned 

and invited new teachers from across the 
Union who have been teaching for one 
to three years in grades pre-K to high 
school, to attend an especially designed 
event — aptly named “Honoring Our 
Teachers” (HOT). This occasion was one 
of the initiatives that our former director 
and visionary, Keith Hallam, dreamed of 
and prepared with us before he responded 
to a call to serve with the North Pacific 
Union in September of 2022. 

The purpose of HOT was to cele-
brate and induct our new teachers into 
the Southern Union family, to show our 
care, and to share our love of learning 
with them. At the Union level, we seek 
to support our conferences in their val-
iant effort of retaining teachers through 
various means, including relationship 
development and professional and moral 

support. In a very small way, we wanted 
to reach and touch the teachers to thank 
them for their sacrificial service on be-
half of our students.

The HOT program welcomed its first 
group of about 30 educators on Thurs-
day, September 22, 2022. From noon that 
day, to the end on Friday afternoon, ma-
ny departments united with the Office of 
Education to envelope our most valuable 
guests into warm worship, friendly fel-
lowship, and strategic scholarship. 

Worship
Richie Halversen, pastor and Southern 

Union director for church growth, evan-
gelism, and training, was in place to re-
ceive our teachers with the love of Jesus. 
With his great passion for evangelism, 
he lifted his voice of power and hope 
to remind the teachers of the noble role 
that they occupy as educators, and of the 
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great commission to raise up children 
for God’s Kingdom as they fix their eyes 
on the Master Teacher. The educators 
shared their appreciation for the wise 
words and care from Halversen. For two 
days, God was elevated, and our teach-
ers were gratified to see Jesus anew and 
to glimpse His purpose for their lives as 
they lead students to better learning and 
a greater encounter with Christ.

Fellowship
The HOT event gave the teachers the 

opportunity to learn more about the orga-
nization of the Adventist Church — from 
the General Conference to the North 
American Division, to the unions, confer-
ences, and on to the individual schools. 
The teachers appreciated that while their 
respective conferences are a part of the 
Southern Union, we are thumbprints of a 
bigger picture. We are a family.

This was clear as other ministries 
joined the Office of Education to deliv-
er a great program for our new teachers. 
Nearly every office at the Union partici-
pated in the success of the program. Ad-
ditionally, Hilma Griffin-Watson, Ed.D., 
from Oakwood Adventist University, 
and Krystal Bishop, Ed.D., from South-
ern Adventist University, were present 
to greet and encourage our teachers.

Most powerful was the opportunity 
for educators from different schools and 
various conferences to meet and mingle 
with each other. They rejoiced in learn-
ing about each other, sharing struggles 
and successes, and establishing friend-
ships that may continue beyond this ini-
tial meeting. Some expressed gratitude 
for the fellowship, food, and friends 
that reminded them that they are not 
alone in this great work of educating 
students for Christ.

Scholarship
The Southern Union Office of Edu-

cation is on a journey toward continu-
ous improvement of learning for teach-
ers and students alike. To that end, the 
teacher-scholars participated in learning 
that reflected our commitment to provid-

ing GREAT education to all students. 
GREAT is the acronym for God-cen-
tered, Result-oriented, Environment 
that nurtures, Aligned with standards, 
with Team effort.

Through professional development 
presentations, the teachers gained more 
insight and understanding about the 
best ways to create cultures that are 
safe, supportive, collaborative, and eq-
uitable for all students. They discussed 
best teaching practices and effective in-
structional delivery and strategies that 
will impact learning and reach diverse 
students. They learned more about the 
library program, and how to connect 
students to technological resources. 
They also spent time with our regis-
trar to become better acquainted with 
the process of certification, and the re-
quirements to keep current their teach-
ing credentials. 

Thanks
Participants wish special thanks to the 

SUCOE directors for their presentations 
and the administrative team for working 
tirelessly to make HOT a success. SU-
COE is grateful for our guest presenter, 
Ebony Holland, a superstar teacher, and 
a member of the gospel recording group, 
Virtue, for unleashing her passion for ed-
ucation and modeling the best ways for 
teachers to engage with students and to 
enrich their lives. 

The Adventist school system is vast in 
breadth and depth. We are thankful that 
HOT closed the distance between us and 
allowed a small sample of scholars to 
worship, fellowship, and learn together 
— if only for a moment.

Rose Thomas, Ph.D., is the 
director of elementary education 
at the Southern Union Conference.

HOT participants listen to a presentation on evangelism by Richie Halversen, pas-
tor and Southern Union director for church growth and evangelism.
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Murray Cooper (standing), SUCOE’s director of education, and Krystal Bishop, 
Ed.D. (left), from Southern Adventist University, converse with teachers.
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DOCUMENTARY FILM 
“LET THE CHURCH 
SAY” ADDRESSES 

KEEPING THE BLACK 
CHURCH RELEVANT

As a marketing and communica-
tions professional, I learned to 
use the transformative power 

of storytelling to weave narratives and 
information into impactful content and 
messaging for a living. As a Christian 
filmmaker, I wanted my work to allow 
people to experience the power of vi-
sual media to not only inform, but also 
transform, heal, and inspire — making 
compelling stories come to life.

I talked with rising director Rafiq 
Jordan Nabali about his experience as 
an Adventist filmmaker and the making 
of his documentary, “Let the Church 
Say,” which I also had the honor of pro-
ducing. The movie was filmed in 2020 
during the height of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The film’s premise explores the 
question, “Is the Black Church dead?” 
and provides a unique voice and presen-
tation to the discussion of modern-day 
social justice and the role the Black 
church has and continues to play.

Howard: What led you to filmmaking 
as a career?

Nabali: Growing up, I used to play 
with toys and action figures and would 
make complex, elaborate back stories for 
them. Storytelling was a core part of how 
I played and expressed myself. I also en-
joyed creative writing, music, and other 
arts in school, and began to think about 
what I could do for a career that encom-
passed all the arts in which I was inter-
ested. And, filmmaking was the answer.

Howard: Did you study film produc-
tion in college?

Nabali: Yes. I graduated from SCAD 
(Savannah College of Art & Design) 
in 2021. I had previously been rejected 
when I applied to Florida State Univer-
sity (FSU), which was my first-choice 
school and one of the top 15 film schools 
in the country. I did not get in on my 
first or second try. Though I was disap-
pointed, I do not think it was an acci-

dent at all; God had a plan. Right after 
receiving that second rejection from 
FSU, I learned that SCAD had a highly 
regarded film program in Atlanta. I fig-
ured it might be important for me to go 
to a place where filmmaking is booming 
and graduate from there. I remember the 
first verse that came to mind when I got 
my acceptance letter to SCAD in 2017. I 
often repeated Psalms 37:4-5: “Take de-
light in the Lord, and he will give you the 
desires of your heart. Commit your way 
to the Lord; trust in Him and He will do 
this.” God’s word came alive for me that 
day. Going to SCAD was something I 
really wanted after being denied going 
to FSU twice; it just meant so much to 
finally get a yes. 

Howard: How did “Let the Church 
Say” come about?

Nabali: It started as my short student 
thesis film at SCAD. I had a strong in-
terest in learning more about the Black 

BY NANCY B. HOWARD
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Rafiq Jordan Nabali Joe Howell Nancy B. Howard

church of the past and comparing it with 
the institutions of the present. As a re-
sult, we created this film that takes the 
audience on a journey through the histo-
ry of the Black church and uncovers an-
swers to critical questions surrounding 
the church’s impact on social justice to-
day. The purpose is to provide a unique 
exploration of the vital connections be-
tween race, religion, and activism. 

Howard: Tell me more about your sto-
ry in the film. I know your grandmother 
was an influence that you referred to.

Nabali: My grandmother was very 
important to me. I grew up in a really 
religious family. As the matriarch of our 
family, she was a traditional, praying 
grandmother and a great example for me 
of what a Christian is. Her significance 

is interwoven within the story. I wanted 
to provide that connection between the 
loss of a spiritual head and the potential 
loss of a spiritual institution. The loss of 
that leadership is necessary for spiritu-
al growth. This film can be seen as an 
opportunity to point out the need to re-
build that connection, but also to inspire 
church leadership to be more active in 
the lives of youth, in the lives of people 
in the community.

Howard: How has promotion of the 
film been going?

Nabali: We were prayerful every step 
of the way, and we saw the Lord work 
out miracles to get the film made, and 
raise funding and support we needed for 
early post-production. We submitted to a 
few film festivals and were honored that 

the Lord saw fit to allow us to not only be 
accepted as an official selection for four 
festivals so far, but to win an Audience 
Choice Award in the Documentary cate-
gory at the International Christian Film 
Festival in Orlando, Florida. People have 
been moved by this film. The feedback 
has been phenomenal. 

Howard: How is this film different 
from other projects about the Black 
church?

Nabali: Filmmaking is a community 
effort, even when all the cameras are off. 
Early 2021, when we discovered Henry 
Louis Gates Jr. had released a docuseries 
focused on the Black church, it was a lit-
tle discouraging for all of us. It felt like 
our film was somehow less important or 
would not make the impact we hoped it 

 “LET THE CHURCH SAY” WAS WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY RAFIQ 
JORDAN NABALI, AND PRODUCED BY JOE HOWELL AND NANCY 
B. HOWARD, MEMBERS OF CHURCHES IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC 

CONFERENCE. TO VIEW THE TRAILER AND FOLLOW PROGRESS OF 
THE FILM, VISIT LETTHECHURCH.COM. #KEEPCHURCHRELEVANT
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Film and television industry 
professionals such as Jennifer 
Hyde of Savannah College of Art 
& Design (SCAD) in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, called it “Gorgeous, smart, 
and emotional, with terrific writ-
ing and an authentic and intimate 
presence.” Author and speaker 
Lorna Blake said, “The showcase 
of academics alongside record-
ing artists, pastors, spoken word 
artists, and activists sharing their 
stories makes for a truly powerful 
film...” Nichole R. Phillips, Ph.D., 
associate professor of black stud-
ies at Emory University, called it 
“Refreshing, unique, exquisite, 
and beautifully done.”

Nancy B. Howard is a marketing 
and communications professional 
in Atlanta, Georgia.

would. But, a candid conversation with 
a filmmaker friend of mine helped put 
things back into perspective for me. He 
reminded me that my story was unique 
and that no one else could tell it. I believe 
God used my filmmaker community and 
that conversation with my friend to en-
courage me in that moment, and perhaps 
if he hadn’t, this now award-winning film 
would have stayed on the shelf.

Howard: Share some of your chal-
lenges as an Adventist filmmaker.

Nabali: One of my biggest challenges 
is keeping the Sabbath while also being 
an active filmmaker. I’ve had conversa-
tions with industry professionals who 
told me it wouldn’t work, that nobody is 
going to want to work with or hire some-
one who can’t be available at all times. I 
refuse to believe that. I believe that God 
is in control and that even in this indus-
try, which is primarily secular, He can 
open doors for me to still succeed. And 
He has. It’s also challenging trying to 
find my boundaries around what projects 
I will and won’t work on.

It’s very difficult going to a film school 
like SCAD, which is not Christian by any 
means, although there were other Chris-
tians there. We even had Adventists that 
I connected with there. Sometimes you 

build strong friendships with people that 
don’t have the same world view as you, 
and you want to support them creatively 
in their endeavors. Unfortunately, there 
may come a time when their worldview 
conflicts with yours — and I never want 
to place my career above God.

There was also the difficulty of work-
ing with a six-day work week instead 
of seven. I think the industry definitely 
makes it seem like there’s just so much 
to do that you need to be working all sev-
en days. But I’m giving God praise be-
cause, throughout my career, I’ve tried 
my best to be consistent with keeping the 
Sabbath, and I have not lost anything. In 
fact, in a lot of ways, I have gained more 
than some people I know who have al-
ways worked all seven days.

Howard: Any last words?
Nabali: I think that filmmaking is an 

incredible way to spread the gospel. I’m 
very excited about the future of my career 
and the opportunities that God will open 
up for me. And, for filmmakers or cre-
atives who feel like it would be too diffi-
cult to do what God is calling them to do, 
I would say trust God and move forward 
in faith. Your story is important. Who 
you are and the experiences that God has 
given you are important to share for the 

benefit of other people and for the growth 
of the Kingdom. I know we’re in a satu-
rated market right now with social media; 
everybody’s saying something. But, the 
gospel is always going to be relevant. It’s 
always most impactful when we share it 
personally in our own creative way that 
God gives us to share.
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Ron C. Smith, D.Min., Ph.D. (center), evangelist and president of the Southern 
Union Conference, talks with the candidates for baptism.
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A CHURCH IS 
REVIVED

BY FAITH-ANN MCGARRELL AND DION HENRY

Take me to the water to be bap-
tized,” belted the vocalist as more 
than 50 individuals took part in a 

baptism. The candidates walked confi-
dently, indicating a resolve to follow Je-
sus and bury their pain at what the evan-
gelist called “a pain burying service.”

The three-week System for Survival 
Community Initiative by Ron C. Smith, 
D.Min., Ph.D., evangelist and president 
of Southern Union Conference, took 
place April 2-23, 2022, at Altamonte 
Springs Church. A team of Bible work-
ers, musicians, food-service profession-
als, and members of the local church led 
and participated in the nightly sessions. 

Public Evangelism Still Works!
“There is a need for evangelism in the 

church,” said Dion Henry, D.Min., senior 
pastor of Altamonte Springs Church. 
Through the System for Survival Com-
munity Initiative, Altamonte Springs 
Church partnered with a well-developed 
program that brought human resources 
to the local church and provided a pow-
erful way to reach the community. 

A Church Revived
Several follow-up initiatives now sup-

port and nurture all members:
• Mentoring program pairs new 

members with existing church mem-
bers to foster and build relationships. 

• Partnerships with local agencies 
such as SALT continue to help ad-
dress homelessness and food insuf-
ficiency. 

• Active food distribution program 

serves more than 400 people weekly. 
• Power to Empower, a social service 

ministry, connects members with 
local agencies and other resources 
to meet their needs.  

Making a Commitment to 
Public Evangelism

“Collaboration with local agencies 
and denominational leaders will provide 
human and financial resources,” said 
Henry. “Being intentional about public 
evangelism will yield results.”

Conclusion
Jesus said, “‘My Father is always 

working, and so am I,’” John 5:17 NLT. 
By the end of the three-week initiative, 
the local church and community wit-
nessed concrete, remarkable evidence 
that God is still working through the 
church. There were two weddings and 
three baby dedications, and 110 indi-
viduals chose to make a public com-
mitment to Jesus through baptism and 
profession of faith. Even more gained a 
renewed understanding of God’s vast, 
all-encompassing love that changes 
hearts, heals circumstances, and trans-
forms lives. 
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FOSTERING SPIRITUAL 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE 

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
CLASSROOM

BY HEATHER HAUFFE

Heather Hauffe shares her testimony as 
an early childhood educator.

The most fantastic part of being 
an early childhood educator is 
watching children develop per-

sonal relationships with Jesus. So many 
students have come into our pre-K and 
kindergarten classrooms asking what 
prayer is, who Jesus is, or what a Bible 
is. What a privilege it is to respond to 
these questions! The answers are not 
simple definitions, discussions, or even 
whole units of study; instead, they are 
found in a personal relationship that 
develops only through the work of the 
Holy Spirit with each child. 

As an early childhood educator, I 
provide a safe, engaging environment 
that supports students’ spiritual devel-
opment. Of course, what that looks like 
varies from day to day and classroom to 
classroom, but here are some of my fa-
vorite activities that help students’ spiri-
tual development:

First, we always begin and end our 
day with prayer. Students get excited 
about the concept that the Creator of the 
universe cares to listen to anything we 
want to bring to Him. During prayer re-

quest time, students share their concerns 
and praises with the class, and we bring 
them to God together. Students eagerly 
take turns being the prayer leader. We 
talk about how God always listens to our 
prayers. He loves us and always answers 
in the best way. Just like parents and 
caregivers, God doesn’t always give us 

what we ask for, but we can trust that He 
always does what is best for us. Students 
get into the habit of praying for each oth-
er and themselves, and thanking God for 
blessings they notice throughout the day.

At the beginning of the year, we set 
up a prayer station where students can 
have quiet time with God and pray about 
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anything they want. Students enjoy dif-
ferent activities at the prayer station, like 
making prayer chains, listening to music 
while they pray, or making books about 
prayers God has answered. 

Throughout the year, we discuss how 
the Bible is not just another ordinary 
book of fiction. It is the true Word of 
God. It contains all of the important in-
formation Jesus wants us to know here on 
Earth so we can spend eternity with Him. 
Students learn to treat the Bible with rev-
erence. They understand that we can trust 
the Bible because we can always trust its 
Author, God. We learn about Christ’s na-
ture through the stories, and discuss how 
He wants us to treat each other. 

Each week, we study a new Bible sto-
ry. We learn about the story’s context, 
discuss the characters’ feelings and 
choices, look for the lessons God has for 
us in each story, and participate in activ-
ities that help students better understand 
concepts. One of my favorite lessons 
is the story in Mark 2:1-12 of the four 
men who lowered their paralyzed friend 
through the roof so Jesus could heal him. 
For this lesson, we use cardboard, mud, 
leaves, and pine straw to make a house 
with a flat roof. This helps students bet-
ter understand what houses looked like 

in biblical times, and how the four men 
made a hole in the ceiling. When we 
study Jonah, students participate in an 
object-lesson activity where they try to 
run away from their shadows. Just like 
their shadows, God is always with them. 

Bible stories are usually a springboard 
for deep student-led conversations and 
lessons. For example, after we study 
Mark 2:1-12, students almost always 
ask about the hole that was left in the 
roof. Did the homeowners forgive the 
four men? Did the man who was healed 
help fix the roof? Students share what 
they would have done. I ask what they 
think Jesus would have done. Similarly, 
students ponder what Jonah would have 
felt like and smelled like after spending 
three days in the belly of the fish. What 
would have happened to Jonah in the 
storm if the fish had not swallowed him? 
Would the story have ended differently 
if Jonah had obeyed God the first time 
He told him to go to Nineveh? What can 
we learn from this? 

Students take home a simplified ver-
sion of the Bible story or a Bible craft 
each Friday to tell their families the Bible 
story in their own words. We practice the 
story in class, and students leave eager to 
share the Word of God with their fami-

lies and friends. When they come back 
to school on Monday, I invite students to 
share their experiences. Students gain a 
sense of accomplishment, and find joy in 
spreading the Gospel message.

While my work focuses on bringing 
children to develop a personal relation-
ship with Christ, children have much 
to teach us in this area. Matthew 18:2-
4 NIV says, “He called a little child to 
Him, and placed the child among them. 
And He said: ‘Truly I tell you, unless 
you change and become like little chil-
dren, you will never enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the 
lowly position of this child is the greatest 
in the Kingdom of Heaven.’” From birth, 
children have an innate expectation for 
caregivers to meet their needs. They 
begin life with faith and the ability to 
completely trust in their caregivers and 
what we present to them as true. Experi-
ence in this sin-laden world teaches us to 
doubt. Therefore, teaching children that 
they can trust in Jesus in these precious 
early years is extremely important.

Heather Hauffe is the principal 
of Pensacola Junior Academy and 
serves on the Early Childhood Ad-
visory for the Southern Union.
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Ministry Celebrating 20 Years of Impact
A Foundation in Mission

“I have come that they may have life 
and have it to the full.”  

These words in John 10:10 depict 
Christ’s desire for everyone to enjoy a 
life of whole health — in body, mind, 
and spirit. This foundation, advanced 
through AdventHealth’s mission, in-
spired a group of 25 team members to 
start the organization’s Spiritual Ambas-
sadors ministry 20 years ago. 

Connie Hamilton, a ministry pioneer 
and former chief nursing officer for the 
AdventHealth Central Florida Division 
— South Region, said, “It seemed team 
members needed a pathway to serve more 
spiritually.” Today, more than 4,000 Ad-
ventHealth team members serve as spiri-
tual ambassadors. 

Terry Shaw, AdventHealth president 
and CEO, thanked team members for 
serving in this special way: “It’s a high 
calling to be an ambassador. To serve as 
an ambassador is more than filling a role 
— it’s fulfilling a trust.” 

A Source of Inspiration 
The ministry’s guiding principle is to 

inspire everyone with a heart of love, a 
contagious joy, and a restoring peace. It’s 
what Sergio Torres, senior manager of 
the Spiritual Ambassadors ministry and 
corporate campus pastor, calls “breath-
ing a life of inspiration into others.” 

“Our ministry takes inspiration from 
Genesis 2:7 when God breathed life into 
man,” Torres said. “By being spiritual, 
we’re being inspirational.”  

Torres recalled a unique moment of in-
spiration a few years ago after he prayed 
for a patient and was heading out of an 
AdventHealth facility. “Are you okay?” 
The front desk receptionist asked Torres. 
“Take one of these,” she added. It was a 
wooden heart-shaped piece with a Psalm 
embossed on one side and an inscription 
of “Everything is going to be okay” on 
the other side. 

Torres said that simple act of kindness 
lifted his spirits after learning that the 
patient’s health condition was similar to 
that of his sister-in-law. “I hadn’t realized 
that the patient encounter affected me,” 
Torres said. “The receptionist checked in 
with me — just like our spiritual ambas-
sadors do with others.” 

The wooden hearts ministry was start-
ed a few years ago by Jim Stella, a retired 
team member who served as a spiritual 
ambassador while working as a supervi-
sor of guest services at AdventHealth Or-
lando for 10 years. Stella said his minis-
try has so far reached more than 176,000 
people both locally and globally, includ-
ing team members and patients at several 
AdventHealth locations. “I’m humbled 
my ministry inspires others,” Stella said. 
“I always say, ‘Do something for the 
Lord and He will do more for you.’”

An Emphasis on Spiritual Care 
Damita Wright, a senior analyst on the 

organizational readiness team at Advent-
Health’s corporate campus in Altamonte 
Springs, Fla., who also serves as a spiri-
tual ambassador, describes her calling as 
being a spiritual first responder.

Wright leads the music ministry at her 
campus and works with Clayton Alves, 
senior manager of change management 
on the organizational readiness team, to 
manage the systemwide devotion blog.

“There is something special about be-
ing present with people,” Wright said. 
“In that moment, we’re able to encour-
age and become responsive to their spir-
itual needs.” Alves added, “I love the 
spiritual emphasis AdventHealth places 
on its mission.” 

At AdventHealth Kissimmee, Audrey 
Carty, senior nurse manager, inspired her 
entire endoscopy unit team to serve. She 
said, “I love that we are a 100% spiritual 
ambassadors team. We all feel empow-
ered to spiritually support and be present 
in each other’s lives.”

The ministry has made an impact on 
our communities too. In 2019, Victoria 
Martinez, Ph.D., an ordained minister of 
the Catholic church in Florida, attended 
a chance meeting with spiritual ambassa-
dors at an AdventHealth facility in Chi-
cago where she met Torres and became 
a spiritual ambassador. Martinez is now 
enrolled in AdventHealth’s clinical pas-
toral education (CPE) program. “I felt 
God was calling me to be in that place,” 
she said. “I thought to myself: ‘What a 
wonderful way to be healed spiritually.’”

Shining Light 
Steven Napier, information technol-

ogy support specialist at AdventHealth 
Manchester in Kentucky, said his role as 
a spiritual ambassador helped during the 
devastating July 2022 floods there. “I re-
member praying for a team member who 
had lost his home. I like lifting others up 
and sharing the light of Jesus,” he said.  

Following Hurricane Ian in west Flor-
ida, Cynthia Rowell, assistant vice pres-
ident of nursing at AdventHealth Wes-
ley Chapel, said, “As a leader and as a 
spiritual ambassador, the hurricane was 
a crucial time to check in and calm fears 
among my team.” 

BY AMA AKOTO-BOATENG, 
COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST AT 

ADVENTHEALTH

Jim Stella is a retired team member 
who served as a spiritual ambassador 
while working as a supervisor of guest 
services at AdventHealth.
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New Technology Lab to Advance 
Health Care Through Virtual 
Reality Research, Creation

AdventHealth University (AHU) 
and Full Sail University recently 
opened the Full Sail University 

Healthcare Technology Lab powered by 
AdventHealth University. 

Both universities, based in central 
Florida, will utilize the lab to develop 
and demonstrate joint health care re-
search projects, conduct progress re-
views, and expand learning opportunities 
for students. The facility will be housed 
within Full Sail University’s Emerging 
Technologies wing on its Winter Park, 
Fla., campus. 

The Full Sail University Healthcare 
Technology Lab will primarily engage 
Full Sail University students across the 
emerging technologies degree programs, 
including computer science, cybersecuri-
ty, game development, information tech-
nology, and other programs. Students 
from a variety of AHU degree programs, 
including occupational therapy assistant, 
and nursing, will also utilize the lab to 
find innovative technology solutions to 
enhance patient safety. 

In addition, the Full Sail University and 
AHU teams will use the lab to help find 
innovative solutions for enhanced train-
ing of nurses and other health care team 
members, an important area of focus in 
addressing nursing retention and support. 

“AdventHealth University is thrilled to 
collaborate with Full Sail University on 
this state-of-the-art classroom and lab,” 
said Edwin I. Hernandez, Ph.D., president 
and CEO of AdventHealth University. 
“This partnership is a wonderful exam-
ple of leading-edge technology providing 
solutions to how we train and support 
health care workers, particularly as they 
enter the workforce. We are excited to see 

where this takes us, as the possibilities 
stretch as far as our imaginations.”

This facility — fully equipped with 
industry-standard technology, including 
a large format 3D printer and more — 
is the latest extension of the partnership 
between Full Sail University and AHU. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
two universities developed the Rapid De-
ployable Video Simulation and the Au-
tomated Medicine Dispensing System, 
which are simulated training technolo-
gies created in a multi-player immersive 
virtual reality trainer for AHU nursing 
students as the school found new ways to 

engage with remote learners within the 
nursing program. 

Additionally, in 2020, Full Sail Uni-
versity and AHU partnered to win the In-
terservice/Industry Training, Simulation 
and Education Conference’s annual Iron 
Dev competition. The winning prototype 
virtual reality solution serves as a proof 
of concept for a virtual command center 
to help health care facilities and systems, 
like AdventHealth, visualize hospital re-
sources and COVID-19 data points. 

“At Full Sail University, we encourage 
our students to not only make emerging 
technologies solutions for fun or class 
credit, but also to serve a purpose and 
make an impact within the community,” 
said Shawn Stafford, Ph.D., director of 
research and course director at Full Sail 
University. “The medical expertise pro-
vided by AdventHealth University allows 
our students to create research-backed 
solutions to real-world problems, much 
like they will when they enter their pro-
fessional careers. We look forward to 
seeing the great projects that will come 
to life in this new lab facility, and that 
continue to come from this partnership.”

The partnership will continue to pro-
vide Full Sail University emerging tech-
nologies students and AHU students with 
access to health care industry experts, as 
new practices, procedures, and technolo-
gies are developed to support the health 
care industry. Students gain hands-on ex-
perience on how to bring emerging tech-
nologies and innovative mindsets into 
the health care industry. 

BY JENNIFER AUDETTE

Healthcare Technology Lab
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Hispanic Women’s Retreat is
“Guide to Victory” 

There were 375 women from the 
Carolina Conference and beyond 
who gathered at Nosoca Pines 

Ranch in South Carolina, October 7-9, 
2022, for the annual Hispanic Women’s 
Retreat: “Guiadas en Victoria,” orga-
nized by Janet Paulino, assistant wom-
en’s ministries coordinator. 

 Liz Enid Polanco, pastor and pas-
tor’s wife, and founder of Liz Enid  
Polanco Ministries, shared from the life 
of Mary Magdalene as a theme to help 
attendees name the traumas and trag-
edies that trap and keep many stuck, 
and then move forward with Jesus to a 

life of hope and victory. Jenny Santana,  
nutritionist, presented practical tips 
and recipes for improving health and 
well-being. During the church service, 
almost $3,000 in offering was collected 
to send Bibles to the Ukraine for church 
members to distribute.

Carolina members were encouraged to 
invite their friends, and there were 75 vis-
itors in attendance. A member of the Spar-
tanburg Church reported that, “Our mem-
bers and visitors testified that it was truly 
a marvelous weekend. They felt that God 
used the organizers and speaker in a pow-
erful way, so that many came to the con- viction that, if we put ourselves in God’s 

hands, we will be guided to victory.”
Each session began with a themed time 

of prayer led by women from the Spar-
tanburg Church who also provided each 
attendee with a handmade prayer pillow 
to take home. Each theme addressed a 
specific need, one being special prayer 
for attendees with cancer. Other activi-
ties included time to relax under the pines 
and go on walks, hayrides, or boat rides. 
Attendees enjoyed a bonfire and games in 
the gym on Saturday night.

The retreat concluded with an early 
morning communion service by the lake. 
Attendees especially appreciated this time 
as a sacred moment of connection and en-
couragement where they could share in 
solidarity and encourage each other.

“We’re enthusiastically waiting for 
the next women’s ministry retreat!” 
said Carolina Esquivel of the Salisbury 
Church. “It was beautiful to see so ma-
ny dear sisters from different churches in 
the Carolinas in one place, and to have 
the opportunity to get to know each other 
better and share together as we were spir-
itually fed by the Word of God.”

BY ALICIA PALACIOS

Some of the visitors who were invited by Spartenburg Church members to attend 
the retreat
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Janet Paulino, assistant women’s ministries coordinator, with part of her team
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Praying during one of the prayer ses-
sions
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Rockingham Cornerstone Pays Off 
Mortgage Early 

Sabbath, November 5, 2022, 
marked a long-awaited celebra-
tion by the members of the Rock-

ingham Cornerstone Church in Rock-
ingham, S.C. Organizing as a company 
on March 30, 2009, the small group has 
gone from worshipping in the living 
room of member’s homes to renting a 
facility to acquiring a church building. 
Diligently paying the mortgage off long 
before the note was due demonstrates 
the mission of their church: to reach the 
Rockingham community far and wide. 
One church member shared that if the 
church doors were to close tomorrow, 
that she wanted the community to notice 
their absence. 

This church had a unique beginning as 
the first English-speaking church plant-
ed by the Rockingham Spanish Church. 
After worshipping for several years in 
a rented facility, the church received a 
$50,000 donation toward purchasing a 
building. Around that same time they 
were made aware of an historic 1890s 
home that had been converted into a 
funeral home which was in foreclosure 
in the heart of downtown Rockingham. 
They were able to purchase their new 
property for $100,000. 

Former and current church members 
gathered for the mortgage-burning cele-
bration. To say that this was a high Sab-
bath would be an understatement. Incor-
porated into the service was a 25-member 
church choir which performed several 
songs of celebration and praise. Rick 
Russell, Carolina Conference vice pres-
ident for finance, presented the morning 
message. He admonished the members 
to be one like the godhead are one, his 
message taken from Jesus’ prayer to His 
Father about the 12 disciples. 

After many murmurings of “Amen, 
Amen,” Russell was joined by Chad 
Grundy, Carolina Conference under-

treasurer; Bryan Arvelo, Cornerstone’s 
pastor; several elders; and key board 
members for the ceremonial burning of 
the mortgage. Surprisingly, the mortgage 
burned up faster than expected, and set 
off the smoke detector to the right of the 
platform. This just added to the joyous 
atmosphere and the many praises being 
sent heavenward. 

This church has numerous plans for the 
future and are open to God leading them 
to continue to grow and spread His mes-
sage to their surrounding neighbors.

BY COURTNEY HEROD 
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Port Charlotte’s beautiful sanctuary is 
recovering from 12 inches of water.
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Church members gathered for an outdoor Sabbath service to praise the Lord 10 
days after Hurricane Ian brought devastation.
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Port Charlotte Praises God 
in the Eye of a Hurricane

Hurricane Ian, which ravaged Flor-
ida on September 28, devastated 
much of Charlotte County and 

significantly impacted Port Charlotte 
Church, school, and members’ homes. 
The entire church campus was already 
badly in need of new roofs, which were 
slated to be installed prior to the hurri-
cane but repeatedly delayed.

Most church members hunkered 
down bracing for Category 4 winds and 
flooding, while Diane Sedgwick, church 
board chair and head elder, stayed at the 
church to make it available to members 
who needed shelter. With roofs already 
in poor condition, the hurricane forced 
the reported 12 inches of rain to pour 
down into the sanctuary, as well as into 
most spaces of the church. In addition 
to the church, school, and community 
service buildings, nearly all members 

suffered damage to homes, with some 
losing homes entirely.

Sedgwick knew it was God who led 
a ServPro manager to the church office 
the day after the storm to put the church 
first on a list for assistance. More than 
60 workers began getting the church 
dried out — an undertaking that lasted 
a month.

The most important news was no 
loss of life within the church fami-
ly. Members met outdoors for a Sab-
bath service 10 days after the disaster.  
Harry Selent shared how an adult 
daughter was providentially not at 
home when two-by-fours from the barn 
roof became projectile missiles, pierc-
ing house walls, and with one going 
right across the daughter’s bed.

Two weeks later, Ben Shurtliff, the 
new senior pastor, was welcomed. 

God’s hand was evident in the timing 
of this relocation. Had the Shurtliffs 
already moved before Ian, the impact 
of the storm would have hindered the 
ability of the family to provide the help 
and support that benefitted the mem-
bers and community.

The Lord turned external circum-
stances into blessings. Nothing is a total 
loss because of all the good that comes 
from a storm, including the shared ex-
perience which was unifying to the 
church and community. “And we know 
that all things work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are 
the called according to His purpose,” 
Romans 8:28 NIRV.

BY LAURA DANCEK
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Josh Callwood, new Merge Church praise team leader, leads music at Southern 
Adventist University, Collegedale, Tenn. Triniti Evans (standing behind Callwood) 
is also part of Merge praise team.

Triniti Evans (girl on right with glasses) is shown with her Life Group coaches on 
the campus of Southern Adventist University in Collegedale, Tenn.

Adventist Education Guides Youth 
Through Choppy Waters

Josh Callwood started playing his 
parents’ pots and pans when he was 
3 years old.

“By the time I was 5, my dad said, 
‘That’s it. We’re getting you a drum 
set,’” remembers Callwood, member of 
Plantation Church in Fla.

By 13, he was playing professional 
gigs. When Callwood transferred from 
public school to Greater Miami Adven-
tist Academy, he became the praise and 
worship leader. He was elected class 
pastor and loved participating in school 
sports since Sabbath scheduling conflicts 
were no longer an issue.

Triniti Evans, member of Tampa First 
Church, discovered her gift for public 
speaking during week of prayer at Forest 
Lake Academy. She also enjoyed play-
ing soccer and singing with the school’s 
praise teams and honor choir. Evans’ 
parents divorced when she was in fifth 
grade, and her father passed away a few 
years later. As she struggled to process 
her emotions, she looked for validation in 
all the wrong places. Evans felt increas-
ingly hopeless and attempted to take her 
own life. In the end, she found hope in 
Christ and decided to become a pastor to 
support others who are struggling.

Callwood and Evans both became 
part of a welcoming community on the 
campus of Southern Adventist Univer-
sity. Within days of Callwood’s arrival 
on Southern’s campus, he was recruited 
by the Merge Church Praise Team. “I 
believe services like Merge allow stu-
dents to break out of their shells and see 
what God has in store for them,” says 
Callwood, now the praise team leader. 
“Whatever your circumstances, God has 
the victory for you.”

Evans sings with Callwood on the 
praise team. She deeply values Merge’s 
emphasis on the importance of mental 

health. They regularly check in on their 
members, offering therapy and Bible 
studies. Evans is also a co-director of 
Southern’s LifeGroups program and 
helps manage the more than 80 stu-
dent-led small groups.

“Small groups are one of the best 
places to talk to fellow students who 

are struggling with mental health and 
address it with a Christian perspective,” 
says Evans. “I love seeing others trans-
formed at the thought of hope.”

BY ANGELA BAERG
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“All New” Lives Follow Evangelism

Todo Nuevo, meaning All New, is 
what hundreds of people can say 
about their livee after the evan-

gelistic series held October 1-8, 2022, 
all across the Hispanic churches in the 
Georgia-Cumberland Conference. 

The  Southern Union Hispanic Min-
istries Department, along with the 
Georgia-Cumberland Conference Latin 
-American Ministries, put their efforts 
together to host the evangelistic event in 
the first week of October from Albany, 
Ga., to Morristown, Tenn., at every His-
panic district simultaneously. 

After almost three years of the pandem-
ic, Todo Nuevo was the first in-person  
event for most of the Hispanic church-
es, so having this special evangelistic 
series back in their territories was a big 
affair, not only for the church leaders 
but for the members as well. Jorge Baez, 
Morristown Hispanic district pastor, still 
speaks about what a real blessing it was 
to see, once again, the church leaders and 
members actively involved with their 
visitors not only during the program but 
even now. Richard Urdaneta, Knoxville 
Hispanic district pastor, also mentioned 
how his churches rekindle their mission 
work during and after Todo Nuevo. But, 
God had much more in store for them, 
because not only were the churches be-
ing impacted, but the Holy Spirit was 
transforming many lives!

In Sevierville Hispanic, Todo Nuevo 
ended with the baptism of eight indi-
viduals at the local river. Among them 
were Angela Ardila and Jaime Celis, a 
Colombian couple. He was atheist and 
she was raised Adventist but rebelled 
and left the Church as a young woman. 
Still in the river waters, they were giv-
ing their testimony about how neither 
of them wanted to know about anything 
religious, but how God never gave up 
and the Holy Ghost kept chasing and 
reaching them in different ways through 
their lives’ events, even jail time where 

Jaime started to hear about Jesus. And 
while they were talking about their con-
version experience, a young man from 
the crowd, Kevin Y. Vegas, took off his 
shirt and got into the river asking for 
baptism. Vegas also attended the series 
every night, and later told Urdaneta that 
he couldn’t resist anymore the impres-
sion he also felt during Todo Nuevo, 
and he wanted to start an all new life as 
the Colombian couple just did.

Maria*, a third-generation former Ad-
ventist woman who had left the Church 
more than 20 years ago, always felt that 
God was calling her back home. Her hus-
band had recently died just a month after 
their newborn baby. Shattered, over-
stressed, and with compromised health, 
she finally decided to respond to God’s 
call and came to the Todo Nuevo meet-
ings at the Jonesboro Hispanic Church. 
Night after night, she felt like a little 
bit of her heavy load was lifted from 
her shoulders until finally she began to 
feel comfort. By the end of the week, 

she asked to be baptized and was able 
to perform a beautiful, special song after 
her baptism. Almost two months later,  
Enrique de la Rosa, pastor, saw her again 
but this time there was something differ-
ent. She wasn’t overstressed anymore, 
and she looked whole, healthier, and 
happier. Maria said she had found peace; 
her life now is all new, todo nuevo, in  
Jesus. Death is not the end; she knows 
that soon she will be reunited with her 
baby and loved ones for eternity. Cer-
tainly, Jesus can make all things new. 

More than 130 people were baptized 
during that week while many other start-
ed Bible studies and attended Sabbath 
services. This effort did not end on Oc-
tober 8; it is the beginning of todo nuevo, 
all new, in the life of many more.

*Maria is a fictitious name for privacy 
purposes.

BY WALESKA GONZALEZ, SECRETARY TO 
LATIN-AMERICAN MINISTRIES, GCC

Kevin Vegas (left), joins Richard Urdaneta, Sevierville Hispanic pastor, Angela 
Ardila, and Jaime Celis in the river for baptism. Kevin made the decision while 
Angela and Jamie recounted their conversion story right before being baptized. 
These new members join more than 130 people baptized as a result of the Todo 
Neuvo evangelistic series.
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HHES Pays Off Mortgage in Under 
Three Years

The staff at Home Health Education 
Service (HHES) burned the mort-
gage on their building on Decem-

ber 5, 2022, less than three years after ac-
quiring the property. The HHES staff, as 
well as Georgia-Cumberland Conference 
administration, staff, and special guests, 
gathered together for worship and a cel-
ebration of this milestone. The celebra-
tion also included honoring the HHES 
treasurer, Jim Wilson, who is retiring in 
February 2023 after 22 years of service.

HHES has served as an operational hub 
for literature evangelists (LE’s) across the 
Southern Union since 1957. Originally 
operated by the Southern Union and based 
at the Union headquarters just outside 
Atlanta, Ga., it has been owned and op-
erated by the Georgia-Cumberland Con-
ference since 2014. In 2020, the Confer-
ence bought the new property in Dalton, 
Ga. The 15-year mortgage was paid off in 
just two years and seven months. While 
Georgia-Cumberland operates HHES, it 
also serves the Carolina, Gulf States, and 
Kentucky-Tennessee conferences.

“It’s a more central, organized place 
to help LE’s with their business,” says 
Tim Leffew, Georgia-Cumberland Con-
ference publishing director. “It allows 
all the conferences to work together to 
do the jobs that they’d otherwise have to 
do separately. And, it allows us to make 

larger purchases of materials and keep 
our costs down.”

The HHES building itself houses the 
inventory sold. The office personnel 
oversees the daily operation, which in-
cludes billing, shipping, treasury, and 
customer service. The warehouse is 
stacked high with inventory ready to be 
used for the Kingdom of God.

“It used to be that literature evangelists 
had to carry and deliver all their books 
and buy the inventory. Now that’s all 
done for them, and they just send their 
orders in and everything is taken care of 
from there,” says Leffew.

Ed Wright, former Conference pres-
ident, shared a worship thought about 
the story of George King, who pioneered 
what is now known as literature evan-
gelism. King struggled with preaching 
before finding his gift in sharing with 
people one-on-one in their homes. His 
work in literature evangelism has led to 
so many accepting the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist message. 

“Praise God for a man who was con-
vinced of God’s calling,” says Wright. 
“Praise God for every one of us who 
has heard God’s voice and struggled to 
know what to do with that. And, praise 
God for dedicated literature evangelists 
down through the years that have been 
the vanguards of this message. This is a 

ministry that is deeply embedded in our 
shared message.”

“The Conference supports what we be-
lieve to be an important last-day ministry,” 
says Leffew. “People today wonder, ‘Do 
people even still read books?’ or ‘Why 
do we print books when we have satellite 
and radio and the internet?’ and we believe 
there is a reason for it. In the end-times 
when we are no longer popular, they can 
shut down radio stations and close our hos-
pitals, but it’s impossible to repossess mil-
lions and millions of books. The books will 
still stand as a witness in the home when 
we have no other way of reaching people. 
I’m never discouraged when I go into a 
home and I see the book just sitting on the 
shelf, because I know its day will come.”

Wright and Leffew both referred to 
Isaiah 55:11, which says, “So shall My 
word be that goes forth from My mouth; 
It shall not return to Me void, But it shall 
accomplish what I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” 
Literature evangelism is a ministry whose 
impact is greater than we will ever know. 
HHES serves literature evangelists, who 
are on the front line of sharing the Sev-
enth-day Adventist message in communi-
ties across the Southern Union.

BY RACHEL BEAVER
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Gulf States Holds First Adventist 
Digital Evangelism Training

Daniel Claudet, director of the Gulf 
States Conference Communica-
tion Department, organized the 

first Conference-wide Adventist Digi-
tal Evangelism Training (ADET) at the 
Conference headquarters in Montgomery, 
Ala. With more than 120 local church 
communication leaders and pastors, the 
event provided invaluable tools ranging 
from social media strategy to graphic de-
sign and video production. While training 
and education were core values, spiritual 
encouragement and lifelong connections 
were also made possible. 

Claudet envisioned an event where 

local communication leaders would re-
ceive the best resources while connecting 
personally and digitally. Local leaders 
can now network and share ideas, tes-
timonies, and challenges. As a result of 
this gathering, a Facebook group called 
“Digital Community of the Gulf States 
Conference” was created. This group 
allows the local attendees to continue 
sharing how the local work is progress-
ing within their contexts and fostering an 
online support community. 

ADET 2022 speakers include Justin  
Baham, General Conference legal 
counsel; Art Brondo, North American 

Division Communication Department; 
Pablo Hernandez, Southern Adventist 
University; Kevin Wilson, Andrews 
University; Robert Koorenny, Voice 
of Prophecy; and Jonathan Burt, Hope 
Channel. Training modules included 
graphic design by Joanna Toumma; vid-
eo production and drone operation by 
Andy Montejo; worship essentials by 
Michelle Alonso; social media engage-
ment by Mumi Valdes; and basic audio 
training by Chris Feldmann.

BY MARCELO MANSUR, M.DIV.
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Mission Trip to Cuba Results in 131 
Baptisms

The Gulf States Hispanic Ministries 
Department organized a mission 
trip to Cuba from November 25 

to December 5, 2022, where 11 pastors 
and 10 laymen were divided in 14 local 
churches in the country’s capital, La Ha-
vana, and one church in the Matanzas 
Province which is in the western territory 
of the Cuban Conference.

As a result of the mission trip, 131 peo-
ple were baptized on Sabbath, December 
3, 2022, and more than 500 people are 
now seeking Bible studies.

“I am moved to have witnessed the 
miracles that happened this week. It was 
evident that the Holy Spirit was among 
us here in Cuba,” stated Gerson Sánchez, 
Hispanic ministries coordinator.

The mission trip ended with a clos-
ing ceremony at the LaVibora Church, 
where guest singer Hugo Yin inspired 
the attendees with songs and his per-
sonal testimony. More than 300 people 
came from different churches in La Ha-
vana to the ceremony.

“Our gratitude to the pastors, laymen, 

and the administration of the Gulf States 
Conference, who dedicated their time 
and efforts to come all the way to Cu-
ba and make a difference in our church 
members’ and our lives,” said Roberto 
Hernandez, president of the West Cuban 
Conference.

BY DANIEL CLAUDET
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Kentucky-Tennessee Appoints 
Edward Marton New Conference 
Youth Department Director

The Kentucky-Tennessee Confer-
ence administration is pleased to 
announce that, after a long search 

and lots of prayer, the Executive Com-
mittee has extended an invitation of em-
ployment to Edward Marton as the new 
youth director, effective January 1, 2023. 

Marton is originally from Romania. 
He and his wife, Mariya, have been mar-
ried for 23 years and have two children, 
Levi, 17, and Leyla, 15.

In 2004, Marton received his B.A. in 
pastoral ministry from the Mission Col-
lege of Evangelism in South Dakota. He 
possesses a master of divinity (M.Div.), 
and in 2015 completed a doctor of min-
istry (D.Min.) degree from the United 
Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. 

Marton was ordained to the Gospel 
ministry in 2006 by the Ohio Confer-
ence, where he has served for the past 
21 years — 14 years as a senior pas-
tor and then seven years as the youth 
director. During his time at the Ohio 
Conference, Marton helped organize 
mission trips, run summer camp at 
Camp Mohaven for eight years, and 
coach pastors in creating a strategic 
plan to reach younger audiences. “My 
passion is just bringing all generations 
together in fellowship, worship, and 
spiritual growth,” Marton said. “I love 
seeing churches grow, not only in num-
bers, but also by having a greater inter-
generational experience.” 

Marton will work alongside Nelson 
Silva, Conference associate youth direc-
tor, to provide support for the Adventurer 
and Pathfinder clubs, public campus min-
istries, and the young adult ministries. 
Marton will also oversee the running of 
summer camp at Indian Creek Camp. 

In addition, Mariya Marton will be 
assisting the Conference Youth Depart-
ment. She holds a doctor in ministry 
(D.Min.) degree from United Theolog-
ical Seminary in Dayton, and has also 
served the Church for many years, as 
chaplain in the Kettering Health Net-
work and, most recently, as the associ-
ate youth director at the Ohio Confer-
ence. Marton says his family is looking 
forward to the transition. 

“We're very excited to join the Ken-
tucky-Tennessee Conference,” Marton 
said. “I'm looking forward to getting to 

know the members, the churches, the 
schools; and providing as much support 
as I can. Our prayer is that all generations 
can grow together in Christ.” 

The Conference family is happy to wel-
come Edward Marton and his family to 
Kentucky-Tennessee.

BY PAOLA MORA ZEPEDA

Edward Marton poses with his wife, Mariya, and their two children, Levi and 
Leyla. Effective January 1, 2023, Marton and Mariya will be joining the Kentucky-
Tennessee Conference’s Youth Department. 
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Attendees of the Kentucky-Tennessee Conference Adventurer Camporee (week one) pose for a group photo. This year, the 
Adventurer Camporee registration hit a record high attendance with 720 participants over the two weekends, marking a 
40% increase from previous years.
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Adventurers smile together before heading to the day’s activities, which include 
crafts, games, and an animal encounter with a live reindeer.
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Adventurer Camporee Sees a 40% 
Attendance Increase 

In 2011, the Kentucky-Tennessee Con-
ference began hosting its annual Ad-
venturer Camporee. By 2016, week-

end attendance had grown to the point 
where a second weekend was added to 
accommodate more clubs, with an av-
erage of 500 attendees per year. In No-
vember 2022, registration hit a record 
high attendance with 720 participants 
during the two weekends, marking a 
40% increase. 

Julie Bryant, Conference Adventurer 
event coordinator, credits this growth 
to more churches starting their own Ad-
venturer club in the last months. This 
includes Madison Campus Church, who 
has the largest membership in the Con-
ference, and whose club brought more 
than 60 new Adventurers. 

“[This growth] is a blessing because 
it gives us the opportunity to minister to 
more children, and gives them an oppor-
tunity to experience Jesus with their fam-
ilies,” Bryant said.

The theme for this year’s Adventurer 
Camporee was “A Series of Calamitous 
Events,” which told the story of Job set 

in the 1800s Canadian Rockies. The well-
known Bible story was performed through-
out the weekend in a three-act original 
play, which was written by Heath Bryant, 
Conference Adventurer coordinator. 

Each year, there is a new animal mas-
cot, and, following the Canadian theme, 
this year’s mascot was a moose. In ad-

dition to the play, programming consist-
ed of five rotations where Adventurers 
learned about their mascot friend and 
earned an award written specifically for 
the event. Rotations included a learning 
station, crafts, games, a meet-and-greet 
with the mascot and cast, and an animal 
encounter with live reindeer. On Sabbath 
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Actors from the weekend’s play, “A 
Series of Calamitous Events,” told the 
story of Job set in the 1800s Canadi-
an Rockies, written by Heath Bryant, 
Adventurer coordinator. 
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afternoon, there was a virtual tour with 
Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center 
where Adventurers were able to meet the 
moose in their care.

To finish the weekend, families en-
joyed the Maple Festival on Saturday 
night. Activities included inflatables, a 

balloon artist, and other games and food 
for families to enjoy. 

“The goal of the Adventurer Camporee, 
and of the Adventurer ministry as a whole, 
is to create opportunities for young people 
and their families to learn and worship to-
gether,” Heath Bryant said. “It is a blessing 
and privilege to be a part of this ministry.”

The next Adventurer event will be 
the Adventurer Family Fun Day held at 
Highland Elementary during the 2023 
Camp Meeting.

BY PAOLA MORA ZEPEDA

Greg Taylor, former Kentucky-Tennessee Conference youth director, salutes 
young Adventurers as part of the event’s flag raising ceremony. The next Adven-
turer event will be the Adventurer Family Fun Day held at Highland Elementary 
during the 2023 Conference Camp Meeting.
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God Blesses Centerville Christian 
School With Huge Growth

Toward the end of the 2019-2020 
school year, the Centerville Chris-
tian School, Centerville, Tenn., 

was considering closing their doors when 
their enrollment decreased from nine to 
three students and their teacher relocat-
ed to a new school. Despite these obsta-
cles, the school took a leap of faith. The 
following school year, Sheila Jones, the 
new school principal, started an outreach 
homeschool program to invite students 
from the community. Since then, school 
enrollment has grown to 26 full-time stu-
dents and 70 homeschool students who 

regularly attend their weekly events.
Jones, who had been a teacher for 23 

years, was originally unsure if returning 
to the profession was the right thing to 
do. However, after lots of prayer, she felt 
called to take the position. 

“I have never, ever regretted that 
move,” said Jones, who is affectionately 
known by her students as “Mama J.”

After taking on her new role as princi-
pal, Jones began making small changes 
like implementing a new agricultural pro-
gram. In addition, Jones noticed the large 
number of families who chose to homes-

chool their children. Rather than placing 
stress on the parents to place their children 
in the school, she chose to start a program 
to help involve homeschool families. 

“I think one thing that's really import-
ant is that our schools do not see homes-
choolers as prospective students,” Jones 
said. “Homeschooling is an art in itself 
... we should never make our Adventist 
families feel guilty for homeschooling 
their children.” 

What began as a small endeavor has 
grown tremendously, linking the com-
munity with the church school.
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BY CARLIE ALVAREZ

Held every Wednesday at noon, 
the Homeschool Day Program starts 
with a picnic lunch, followed by re-
cess and chapel. Jones leads out in 
singing, and Floyd Harmon, pastor, 
shares a biblical lesson.

“The lessons are always very inspir-
ing, and we keep on thinking about 
them and discussing it during the 
week,” said Maria Freeman, a mom 
of one of the home-school students. 

Following chapel, a guest speaker en-
thusiastically educates the children about 
his or her career. In the past, the children 
have heard from a variety of professionals 
such as a nurse, military personnel, a me-
chanic, a truck driver, and a missionary. 

In addition, the school hired a music 
teacher who conducts two sessions of 
choir practice to prepare for future per-
formances. To finish the day, the children 
are divided into “tribes,” led by volun-
teer parents and church members, to par-
ticipate in science or art classes.

“After staying at home for the pandem-
ic, our twins were very shy, and this has 
been the perfect opportunity for Christian 
socialization,” parent Crystal Doren said. 
“It also lets us see how the school works 
and helps decide if the grade school will 
be a good fit for our family.” 

If any school is interested in starting a 
homeschool day program, Jones recom-
mends conducting a poll in their respec-
tive community to evaluate interest. Fur-
thermore, she emphasized that support 
from the local church is crucial. 

“If a church wants to do something 
like this, they're going to have to support 
the teachers,” Jones said. “There's just no 
way they could do it otherwise.” 

Jones has not only experienced help 
from her church family, but all three 

churches in her local district. For those 
trying to implement a similar program in 
their school, Jones recommends starting 
with small changes and recruiting sever-
al dedicated volunteers.

“It's amazing what God has done [for 
us], because now we have 26 students 
and 70 homeschool students. It’s just un-
believable,” Jones said.

Floyd Harmon, pastor, uses a lightbulb 
and a nightlight as an illustration to 
represent faith during his devotional 
at the Centerville Christian School’s 
homeschool day. The homeschool day 
program is held every Wednesday, and 
sees an average of 70 students. 
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Homeschool students smile at the cam-
era while cutting out a paper snow-
flake. During the Centerville Christian 
School homeschool day, students 
of various ages join together for an 
afternoon of activities such as baking, 
sewing, and crafts.
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Students rehearse for their choir’s 
Christmas performance. During the 
Centerville Christian School homes-
chool day, a hired music teacher con-
ducts two sessions of choir practice. 
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A parent teaches carpentry class. To end homeschool day, volunteer parents and 
church members lead various science or art classes. 

P
H

O
TO

 B
Y

: P
A

O
LA

 M
O

R
A

 Z
E

P
E

D
A



30     SOUTHERN TIDINGS  |  JANUARY 2023

southatlanticnews

Local Officers Recognized 
During Shiloh Church’s “Faith & 
Blue” Event

Members of the Cobb County 
Sheriff’s Office Community 
Engagement Unit were recog-

nized during a special service at the Shi-
loh Church in Smyrna, Ga., on October 
8, 2022. The program was in honor of 
Law Enforcement Emphasis Day at the 
church, which coincided with the Faith 
& Blue weekend held nationwide Octo-
ber 7-10, 2022. Faith & Blue consists 
of four days of locally organized com-
munity-officer engagement as part of 
the nation’s largest annual collaborative 
policing initiative. The officers shared 
gifts and greetings and took photos with 
church members after the service.

“We believe communities are stronger 
and safer when residents and law en-
forcement professionals can relate as or-
dinary people with shared values, hopes, 
and dreams,” said Omar Newell, Cobb 
County deputy, who is also a member of 
Shiloh Church. “We believe we can find 
ways to work together around our many 

commonalities instead of being divided 
by our differences.”

The Cobb County Sheriff’s Office 
Community Engagement Unit works 

with local organizations to bridge the 
gap between the community and law 
enforcement. One of the most effec-
tives way to do this is for law enforce-
ment to connect with local churches. 
Faith-based organizations are key to 
building these bonds because they are 
not only the largest community re-
source in the nation, with 65 million 
participants in weekly events, but be-
cause they are as diverse as our nation. 
Moreover, they speak to Americans’ 
shared conviction that we are our 
brothers’ and sisters’ keepers.*

“The faith-based community needs 
law enforcement, and law enforcement 
needs the faith-based community,” said 
Newell. “We are stronger when we 
work together.”

BY NANCY B. HOWARD

Pictured are Omar Newell (at the podium), deputy; Sylvia Robinson (left), 
lieutenant; Keith Stevens, Sergeant; Tony Scipio, major; Carlos Garcia, Hispanic 
liaison; Steve Gaynor, major; and Ryan Garcia, deputy.

Cobb County officers pose with Shiloh Church members.
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Ron C. Smith, D.Min., Ph.D., Honored 
in New School of Business Facility

For decades, the School of Business 
at Southern Adventist Universi-
ty has equipped students with the 

tools needed to succeed professionally 
while inspiring them with the eternal 
purpose of sharing Christ in their chosen 
field. Recently, the University launched 
a $20 million campaign aimed at em-
powering the next generation of business 
leaders through a new state-of-the-art 
facility and an endowment. Ken Shaw, 
Ed.D., president of Southern Adven-
tist University, also announced the first 
named space in the facility, the Ron C. 
Smith Executive Board Room.

The named space was provided by 
AdventHealth and was selected to hon-
or Smith’s service on the organizations’ 
boards. Smith serves as chairman of the 
AdventHealth Board of Directors and 
also serves as chairman of Southern’s 
Board of Trustees, helping to guide the 

direction of the University and impact-
ing the lives of thousands of students. 
During the Southern Union constituency 
meetings, the presidents of the two orga-

nizations presented Smith with a plaque 
expressing appreciation for his service.

“For more than 40 years, Dr. Ron 
Smith has served the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church with integrity, character, 
and a deep love for people,” said Terry 
Shaw, president and CEO of Advent-
Health. “These core Christian leadership 
traits work together to inspire a new gen-
eration of emerging leaders, energized 
to create positive change wherever they 
serve. I want to congratulate Ron for this 
honor and extend my deep appreciation 
for his service and steady leadership as 
board chair at AdventHealth.”

To learn more about Southern’s School 
of Business campaign, visit southern.
edu/gobusiness.

BY STAFF WRITER

Singing Group Serves Southern’s 
Neighboring Communities

For the last 13 years, an assortment 
of Southern’s music majors and 
voice students, plus other student 

volunteers, have ministered in a special 
way in the University’s surrounding 
communities. It all began right before 
Christmas in 2009, when Julie Penner, 
Ph.D., professor in Southern’s School of 
Music, invited one of her voice students 
to join her in singing Christmas carols 
for an elderly housebound woman.

“The Lord had laid on my heart that 
shut-in people who cannot come to con-
certs need music,” Penner said. 

What started as a spontaneous house 
call morphed into an outreach singing 
group called “Sacrament of Praise.” 
Trinity Hayden, junior music and wor-
ship major, loves the reaction the group 
receives from nursing home residents. 
Describing one visit, she says, “They 
were all smiling and swaying. At the end, 
they all gave us hugs and encouraged us 
to continue doing music.”

Penner and the students thoroughly 
enjoy the fun dynamic that results from 
a capella singing with friends. Isaac  
Fortunato, senior music education ma-

jor who has been part of the group since 
2019, said, “Key changes are hilarious 
during practice and performances when 
we’re all relying on each other to get our 
notes right!”

Penner believes that the camaraderie 
that results from serving others through 
music is the best part of the singing group. 

“It’s priceless,” she said. “There isn’t 
any other way to say it; you just have to 
experience it.”

BY VICTORIA MILLS

Ken Shaw, Ed.D. (left), president of 
Southern Adventist University, and 
Terry Shaw (right), president and CEO 
of AdventHealth, announced the first 
named space in the new School of 
Business facility in honor of Ron C. 
Smith, D.Min., Ph.D., the Ron C. Smith 
Executive Board Room. 
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Health Expo Offers Hope, 
Wholeness

The Maranatha Church in Apopka, 
Fla., held an extraordinary Health 
Expo providing free health ser-

vices and sharing the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ on September 25, 2022. The event 
was well-organized and was attended by 
many individuals from the community. 
Entering the gym, the environment was 
welcoming and charged with enthusiasm 
of participants and vendors. It resembled 
a health and wellness center. 

More than 25 vendors rendered health 
services and offered spiritual support 
to the community residents. Using the 
NEWSTART theme, there were health 
stations for Nutrition, Exercise, Water, 
Sunshine, Temperance, Air, Rest, and 
Trust in God. Each health station was 
attractively decorated, and provided in-
formation and an interactive activity to 
engage participants in taking charge of 
their health. There was something about 
health for everyone.

With the high cost of health services 
and the mental strain of life, attendees 
participated in the education classes, 
health checks for diabetes, blood pres-
sure, spiritual conversations, screen-
ing for hereditary cancer, eye exams, 
massages, blood bank, fire department 
demonstrations, and much more, all at no 
cost. Leading by example, Dwight Gayle,  
senior pastor of Maranatha Church, was 
seen visiting the health stations. Gayle  
coined the health expo a “Bridging 

Event” because, “You cannot separate 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ from the 
health message. This event is a doorway 
to meet individuals in our community 
whom we may not see in church.” 

Joann Mould, Maranatha health lead-
er, and her team were dressed in bright 
green shirts printed with “Maranatha 
Health” as they actively greeted and 
assisted people, ensuring that they had 
a personable and positive experience. 
Mould stated, “This health expo is im-
portant because it is an entering wedge 
to the hearts of people. By showing inter-
est in them, it softens their hearts toward 
hearing about Jesus Christ and His soon 
return. Our goal is to treat not only con-
ditions, but to restore the full body and 
person.” 

The vendors were engaged too. Henry  
Pearson, N.D., herbalist and owner of 
Pearson’s Herbs, stated, “Herbs help to 
jump start your body, giving it a tune-up 
by cleansing the blood, liver, kidney, and 
colon.” Monica Spence, a representative 
for Natera, commented, “The health ex-
po is a necessary outreach to the commu-

nity because it is easily accessible and 
efficient for individuals who do not have 
time to schedule appointments for health 
screenings at a clinic or office.” The high 
level of engagement of the organizers, 
participants, and vendors contributed to 
the success of the Health Expo. 

The use of a variety of methods for 
evangelism are needed to win souls to 
Christ. Following Christ’s method to 
reach the people, the health expo allowed 
them to mingle with individuals, to show 
interest in their health, and minister to 
their needs in an unbiased and supportive 
way which provides a bridge for mem-
bers to invite them to follow Christ. The 
volunteers were glad for the opportunity 
to attend this health evangelistic expo, to 
participate in the health checks, and wit-
ness first-hand the engagement of vari-
ous ministries working together to share 
hope and restore wholeness to individu-
als in preparation for Jesus Christ’s im-
minent return.

BY JENNIFER RUTH SANKEY, PH.D.Health Fair Maranatha sign

Health Fair nutrition poster Finger testing at the Health Fair
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Southeastern Incorporates 
“Wellness Wednesday”

Employee wellness is a priority 
at the Southeastern Conference 
in Mt. Dora, Fla. The Wellness 

Wednesday initiative was launched on 
October 5, 2022, with the theme, “Our 
wellness and fitness is our witness.” The 
initiative’s primary purpose is to share 
hope and restore wholeness through 
health information, inspiration, and mo-
tivation of employees to live the abun-
dant life. 

Recognizing the value of an employ-
ee’s well-being, the Executive Team  
— Michael Owusu, president; Pierre 
François, executive secretary; and  
Emmanuel Charles, chief financial offi-
cer — and Brent Waldon, pastor and vice 
president of ministerial, have endorsed 
incorporating Wellness Wednesday into 
the morning worship schedule. Using the 
CREATION Life model, the presenters 
are office employees who talk about each 
health principle (choice, rest, environ-
ment, activity, trust in God, interperson-
al relationship, outlook, and nutrition). 
Monthly, one health principle is present-
ed and reinforced by posting information 
on the bulletin at the office entrance. 

Wellness Wednesdays are filled with 
meaningful health messages, fun ac-
tivities, and joyful songs. The dynamic 
presentations on health have increased 
awareness of what people can do to 
protect and enhance their quality of 
life. They have motivated employees 
to make gradual lifestyle changes and 
live the abundant life that Jesus promis-
es in John 10:10. Smiling broadly, Jany  
Ortega, receptionist, said, “Wellness 
Wednesday is a special day! I learn some-
thing new about how to take care of my 
health and stay well, especially how to 
control stress by taking a break and walk-
ing.” Keitha Hatcher engages the team to 
participate in stretches of the upper and 

lower extremities, and practice proper 
breathing to relax and lower stress lev-
els. The comments from employees and 
their active involvement indicates that the 
Wellness Wednesday worships have add-

ed value to the office environment and the 
well-being of employees.

BY JENNIFER RUTH SANKEY, PH.D.

Wellness activities
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Southeastern Holds Breast Cancer 
Awareness Tea Event

The first Breast Cancer Awareness 
Tea was held at the Southeastern 
Conference in Mt. Dora, Fla., on 

October 12, 2022. This well-planned 
event made history, and the room was 
beautifully decorated with pink and 
white tablecloths with rose petals, along 
with dainty teacups that lined the table. 
The event opened with prayer by Olinto 
Groce, pastor, and an inspirational song 
by Georgette Valdespino. A variety of 
special teas and a nutritious lunch buffet 
were enjoyed by 22 office staff consisting 
of men and women who were dressed in 
different shades of pink. Wendy Perrot,  
M.D., obstetrics and gynecology phy-
sician, gave a dynamic and captivating 
presentation on breast health. She ex-
plained how cancer occurs through an 
imbalance of estrogen and progesterone, 
and expounded on how to prevent it us-
ing a wholistic approach, namely eating 
a plant-based diet, exercising enough to 
make you sweat, and weight manage-
ment. Each attendee received a gift bag 
from unnamed donors, with information 
and memorable trinkets to remind them 
of ways to prevent and detect breast can-
cer. The tea concluded with a prayer of 
consecration and dedication by Alpha 
Footman, Southeastern prayer coordina-
tor for women’s ministries.

Southeastern is committed to breast 
cancer awareness and health and well-
ness 365 days a year. In conjunction with 
the tea, a breast cancer awareness fund 
was launched. Approximately $1,200 
has been donated. The tax-deductible 
funds will be used to promote breast can-
cer prevention, and to provide support 
and resources for individuals who are 
fighting the disease. Donations can be 
made via Adventist Giving. 

Both the Breast Cancer Awareness 
Fund and tea initiatives align with the 

Conference’s mission to share hope 
and restore wholeness at the office, in 
the churches, and throughout the com-
munity. The mission-driven activities 
were organized by Esmeralda Guzman- 
Harris, director of women’s ministries, 
and Jennifer Ruth Sankey, Ph.D., direc-
tor of health and possibilities ministries. 
To learn more about upcoming events for 
women and health, contact esmeralda.

guzman-harris@secsda.org or jennifer.
sankey@secsda.org. They believe that 
together the journey to optimum health 
and wellness will make a difference in 
many lives. They are praying for you and 
your continued good work in your local 
church. 

BY JENNIFER RUTH SANKEY, PH.D.

Wendy Perrott, M.D. (left), obstetrics and gynecology physician; Jennifer Ruth 
Sankey, Ph.D., R.N., director of health and disabilities ministries and performance; 
and Esmeralda Guzman-Harris, Southeastern women’s ministries director 

Southeastern office staff
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DANIELSON, CONSTANCE (CONNIE) EUNICE, 81, of Calhoun, GA, born Aug. 20, 1940 to the 
late Milton Fowler Perkins and Eunice Evelyn McGowan Perkins of Providence, RI, died Aug. 
17, 2022 surrounded by family and loved ones.
In 1957, she met and married Lon Brainerd Leach, and together, they moved to Ft. Lauder-
dale, FL, where they welcomed three daughters. In 1965, the family relocated to southern 
California, where Connie became a Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). She continued her 
work as a CNA at Fuller Memorial Sanitarium when the family returned to Providence in 1976. 
Following her divorce, Connie moved to Floyd, VA, in 1988 to live near her eldest daughter, 
Karen and her family, working as a receptionist at Christiansburg Family Medicine. In 1991, she 
made her last move, to Calhoun, GA, joining her middle daughter, Karey and her family. It was 
here that she met David E. Danielson, and the two were happily married in 2000. Over the 
remaining years of her life, Connie worked as a teacher’s aide at Coble Elementary, as well as 

providing childcare for many families in her local SDA community.
Connie was a woman whose creativity, dedication, and generosity shown in everything she did. Her many talents 
were evident in her home, from her tastefully chosen antique furniture and hand-sewn textiles, to the smells of 
homemade bread emanating from her kitchen, and plants that blossomed in every corner. Everyone who had the 
pleasure of knowing Connie knew what a joy she was to be around. 
Connie is survived by her husband, David Danielson; four daughters: Karen Jane Leach (fiancé Edward Gilbert) 
of Adairsville, Karey (Donald) Taylor of Calhoun, Kathy (Daniel) Law of Baker, FL, and Minli Klopp of Pulaski, VA; 
two brothers: Milton “Brother” (Diane) Perkins and Robert “Robbie” (Sharon) Perkins; two sisters: Nancy (Roger) 
Berthiaume and Muriel (Richard) Bache; 17 grandchildren; 8 great-grandchildren; a host of nieces; nephews; and 
her sweet tabby cat, Daisey.
A Celebration of Life was held for Connie at the Adairsville Seventh-day Adventist Church on Oct. 22, 2022. 

DENNIS, AARON LEE, 91, born June 12, 1931 in Anson County, NC, died Sept. 30, 2022 in 
Hen-dersonville, NC. Aaron was a member of the Brevard, NC, SDA Church.
He attended Madison College and graduated with a B.A. degree in education. He served the 
Seventh-day Adventist denomination in the USA, and North and East Afri-ca. He retired from 
working for Adventist Health System Sunbelt (now known as Ad-ventHealth Florida).
In retirement Aaron was an active team member of the Carpenter’s Hands Wood Min-istry – 
helping people who depended on wood for heating and cooking.  
Aaron is survived by his wife of 66 years, Laura Mae Dennis; daughter, Beth (Jim) Zacha-
ry; son, David (Lora) Dennis; granddaughters: Bethany (Winston) Gallimore and Alexandra 
(Liam) La DiCicco; and one brother, Robert Dennis of Anson County. He is preceded in death 
by his sisters: Pauline Capella and Evelyn Beecham; one brother, Bill Dennis; and his parents.

EISELE, EDWIN, 80, born Oct. 27, 1941 in Williams, MN, died Oct. 12, 2022 in Felda, FL. He 
graduated from Maplewood Academy, Union College, and Andrews University.
Ed married his college sweetheart Evelyn (Lynn) Peck in 1965. He served as a pastor in Nebras-
ka for six years before the family moved to Brazil to serve six years as missionaries. In 1978, 
the family moved to southwest Michigan where Ed began a beekeeping business to provide 
a livelihood and education for his family until 1992 when he and Lynn moved to Africa. They 
served as missionaries in Africa for four years, and in ministry in Arizona for 10 years until he 
retired in 2008.
Two of Ed’s favorite ministries were Adventist World Radio and Gospel Outreach. He traveled 
extensively with Gospel Outreach during his retirement years. He was passionate about his 
Lord and always anxious to share Jesus with anyone willing to listen. Ed enjoyed sailing, hik-
ing, traveling, and making memories with his family. 

His positive attitude and sense of humor will be missed by all who knew and loved him. Ed is survived by his wife, 
Lynn; two children: Lisa Eisele and Steve Eisele; three grandchildren: Johanna (Brad) Poole Erhard, Isaac Poole, 
Grace Eisele; and three siblings: Melvin Eisele, Regi Eisele, and Allie Eisele Anderson. He was preceded in death 
by his parents: Byron and Dorothy Eisele; and siblings: Bob Eisele and Allan Eisele.
A memorial service is planned for Feb. 18, 2023, at Wauchula Church at 4 p.m.
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ARTRESS, MARYZELINE LA-
GRONE (MARY), 89, born Dec. 28, 
1932 to Mary Leona Jesse Pick-
ney and Clyde Luther Lagrone in 
Amarillo, TX, died Sept. 6, 2022. 
Mary attended Southwest Adven-
tist Academy in Keene, TX, and 
nursing school in Loma Linda, CA. 
While there she met George Eu-
gene (Gene) Artress. They married 
in 1954 and that same year, she 
graduated with a degree in nurs-
ing. Soon after, Gene joined the 
Foreign Service, where he worked 
as a physician for more than 10 
years in countries including Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, Thailand, and 
the Philippines. The family returned 
to the U.S. in 1968. Gene opened 
a medical practice. Mary worked 
with Gene at the office on Belmont 
Circle in Smyrna, GA, for nearly 35 
years. While there, she raised her 
family and was active in the Mari-
etta and Smyrna Seventh-day Ad-
ventist churches. Following Gene’s 
death in 2010, Mary felt blessed 
to be able to spend time with her 
children and grandchildren. Next 
to her kindness and loving heart, 
Mary will be remembered for her 
strength, grace, and loving heart. 
She is survived by her four daugh-
ters: Mary Kay Artress, Brenna Har-
rington, Karen Orquia, and Diane 
Connelly; her adored grandchil-
dren; great-grandchildren; beloved 
nieces; and nephews.

DE STEFANI, MAFALDA, 95, born 
in São Paulo, Brazil on Nov. 6, 1926, 
died on Oct. 21, 2022. She was a 
faithful child of God and an en-
thusiastic Seventh-day Adventist. 
She and her husband, Vincenzo De 
Stefani, and their daughter, Anna 
Maria, moved to Italy where they 
all volunteered for mission work. 
After her husband’s death, Mafal-
da and her daughter returned to 
Brazil. In 2007, they moved to Ten-
nessee. Mafalda was an avid reader 
and loved to study geography, his-

tory, and math. She worked as an 
accountant assistant in her youth. 
She also loved drawing, painting, 
and listening to music. She was 
happy to attend Madison Campus 
Church and enjoyed everyone’s 
kindness

DUHANEY-KING, CAROL MAY, 59, 
born April 4,1963 in St. Catherine, 
Jamaica, died Oct. 13, 2022. Car-
ol was born to the late Eugenie 
Wheatle and Burchell Duhaney. 
She was an active member of the 
North Orlando Church, Orlando, 
FL, for many years, where she 
served as Sabbath School super-
intendent. In 1977, Carol migrated 
to Orlando, where she resided un-
til her passing. On December 10, 
2000, Carol and Archibald King 
were united in holy matrimony, and 
their union produced two children: 
Rhondine and Romano King. Car-
ol was a devoted mother and wife, 
faithful Christian, loving sister, and 
an exemplary employee. She was a 
hard worker and took great pride 
in everything she did. Her pas-
sion was to her two children and 
her Seventh-day Adventist faith. 
Carol is survived by her husband, 
Archibald King; daughter, Rhon-
dine King; son, Romano King; 
four sisters: Olive Duhaney-Wil-
liams, Andrea Francis, Alina Du-
haney, and Andrea Duhaney; one 
brother, Mark Duhaney; two niec-
es: Samantha Thomas and Ayana 
Duhaney–Baylor; three nephews: 
Ricardo Schloss, Adrian Marriot, 
and Christopher Watson; favor-
ite cousin, Fitzroy “P-son” Brown; 
brother-in-law, Dermoth Williams; 
god-daughter, Kayla Clifton; nu-
merous other relatives; adored 
friends; and work colleagues. She 
also leaves behind her Bog Walk 
Seventh-day Adventist and the 
North Orlando Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church communities where 
she was an active member. The 
funeral service was held October 

30, 2022, at the North Orlando 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
Orlando and officiated by Pastor 
David Onatunde. Interment at the 
Woodlawn Memorial Park and Fu-
neral Home in Gotha, FL.

HESS, EDNA RUTH (MISENKO), 
92, born April 14, 1930 in Bainville, 
MT, died Aug. 5, 2022 in Beaverton, 
OR. She is survived by her spouse, 
Alfred Hess; two sons: John (Can-
dace) and James (Corinna); three 
grandchildren: Adam, Aaron 
(Nichole), and Amanda (CJ); one 
great-grandchild, Sebastian; and 
one sister, Irene Canosa. Al and 
Edna were active members of the 
Mount Pisgah Academy Church for 
12 years.

LEGASPI, ELZABETH DELENE-
LA, 89, born March 2, 1933, Philip-
pines, died May 16, 2022 in Avon 
Park, FL. She was a member of the 
Avon Park Church for 35 years. She 
worked as a secretary, periodical 
department, Philippine Publishing 
House, for five years and Thorak 
Hospital (run by SDA) in Chicago 
for 20 years.  She is survived by 
two sons: Jerome of Sharpsburg, 
GA, and Frederick of Redlands, CA; 
two daughters: Rubeliza of Avon 
Park, and Deborah of Newnan, GA; 
two sisters: Consuelo and Rebecca 
both of the Philippines; and seven 
grandchildren. Service was con-
ducted by Pastor George Brown at 
the Avon Park Church, and inter-
ment at Lakeview Memorial Gar-
dens.

MCCOURTIE, LEONIE YVONNE 
NEE FORBES, 84, born July 26, 1938 
in May Pen, Jamaica, died Aug. 17, 
2022 in Orlando, FL. In 2005, she 
became a member of the North 
Orlando SDA Church. She was the 
only child of Ruby and Leopold 
Forbes. In 1956, while attending 
West Indies College, she took her 
stand for the Lord, and was bap-
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tized in the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church by Pastor Nation. At West 
Indies College, she was active-
ly involved in the choir and made 
many new friends, one of whom, 
William McCourtie, would become 
her forever friend. In 1958, Leonie 
migrated to the United States, and 
on July 1, 1962, Leonie Forbes and 
William McCourtie were united in 
holy matrimony at the Bethel SDA 
Church in Brooklyn, NY. She was a 
member of the Hanson Place SDA 
Church for more than 30 years. Her 
first job was at the Hayden Publish-
ing Company in New York City, as 
a secretary. After a few years she 
moved on to the Ford Foundation, 
where she worked as an executive 
assistant for 31 years until her re-
tirement. Leonie leaves to cherish 
her memory her loving husband, 
William; her only daughter, Simone; 
her brother, Dr. Milton Smith, and 
his wife, Tracy; their three children: 
Shelby, Sidney, and Bailey; broth-
er-in-law, Neville Payne; niece, 
Joy “Honey” Allen; beloved family 
members: Hyacinth Higgins Daley, 
Cecily Daly, Hyacinth Reece-Head-
ley, Dr. Albert Reece, his wife, Sha-
ron, and their three children: Joy 
Scott Radcliffe, Dr. Ronald Scott, 
Merlene Blair Brown; several other 
dearly loved relatives; and friends. 
The funeral service was held at the 
North Orlando SDA Church in Or-
lando and was officiated by Pas-
tor David Onatunde. Interment at 
Woodlawn Memorial Park & Funer-
al Home in Gotha, FL.

NELSON, ERWIN, L., 94, died 
Sept. 9, 2022 at his home in Chat-
tanooga, TN. He was a member 
of the Standifer Gap Church. Er-
win was born on his family farm 
near Shickley, NE, and was the 
third generation to work the farm 
owned by the Nelson family for 
111 years. Erwin married Marjorie 
Brown in 1948, and after her un-
timely death, he married Marjorie 

Brown. He is survived by his five 
children: Cliff, Elaine, Sheryl, Con-
nie, and Kenny; 12 grandchildren; 
eight great-grandchildren; and one 
great-great-grandchild. Erwin is 
preceded in death by his parents: 
Lloyd and Vera Nelson; his wives: 
Evelyn and Marjorie; one sister; 
and three brothers. 

ORTIZ, JAVIER AUGUSTO, 49, 
born Dec. 3, 1972 in Caguas, PR, 
died Sept. 19, 2022 in Kissimmee, 
FL. Navy Veteran, AMM (Adven-
tist Motorcycle Ministry) Kissim-
mee Chapter vice president, Mas-
ter Guide, Fort Lauderdale Astros 
Pathfinder Club director, and Cel-
ebration Church member. A hard 
worker, he strived every day to live 
his life for honor and glory of God. 
Javier will forever be remembered 
and loved by all who knew him. 
He is survived by his wife, Jenni-
fer; his father, Roberto (Waleska) 
Ortiz; his mother, Carmen “Millie” 
(Luis) Nevares-Nunez; two broth-
ers: Robert “Kiko”  (Belinda), and 
Ahmed (Marien); one sister, Diana; 
three children: Michelle, Javier, and 
Isabella; and three stepchildren: 
Leena, Leilani, and Jakob.

PHILLIPS, BETTY JUNE, 89, of 
Hendersonville, TN, born on Aug. 
3, 1933 to Amos and Texie Teague 
Hunter, died Oct. 23, 2022 at her 
home surrounded by her children. 
Betty married Elmer Phillips Aug. 
24, 1951, and had four children. She 
worked as a phlebotomist in the 
laboratory at the Haywood County 
Hospital until her retirement. Bet-
ty was a member of the Gallatin, 
TN, Church. Aunt Betty, as she was 
known by her nieces and nephews, 
is remembered for her kind heart 
and gentle words. She had a genu-
ine love for others and had a heart 
for God’s smaller creatures, too. 
She rescued dogs, cats, and even 
a pot-bellied pig. Betty is survived 
by her three children: Kathy Tyler, 

Terry Phillips, and Genella Hoover; 
her 13 grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren; two siblings: 
Sarah Frances (Tiny) Phillips, and 
Larry Phil Hunter. She was preced-
ed in death by her parents: Amos 
and Texie Hunter; her husband, 
Elmer Phillips; her son, Euel; her 
granddaughter, Valerie; and five 
siblings: Jack, Genella, Harold, Ju-
lius, and Marlene.

SHAW, WINSTON S., 92, born Aug. 
1, 1930 in Avon Park, FL, died Aug. 
12, 2022 in Florida. He is survived by 
his wife of 65 years, Emma Shaw; 
two sons: Errol Shaw of Florida 
and Mark Shaw of Ontario, Cana-
da; two daughters: Carol Hayes of 
Ontario, Canada, and Marcia Men-
doza of the United Kingdom; two 
brothers: William Shaw of Flori-
da, and Syonky Shaw of Philadel-
phia, PA; 11 grandchildren; and 14 
great-grandchildren. The service 
was conducted by Pastor Monte 
Robison at the Avon Park Church. 
Interment was at the Bougainvillea 
Cemetery.

STINVIL, SYBIL Y., 90, born Oct.17, 
1931 in Georgetown, Guyana, to 
Richard and Victorine Phillips and 
migrated to America, died Aug. 
5, 2022, surrounded by family. 
She was a member of Celebration 
Church in Florida, and previous-
ly a deaconess for many years at 
Mount Olive Church, Apopka, FL. 
Sybil worked as a certified nurs-
ing assistant at Menorah Nursing 
Home for 20+ years. She was a 
prayer warrior petitioning on be-
half of her children and those she 
loved, and an advocate for women 
in need. She is survived by three 
daughters: Venessa, Michelle, and 
Yvette; two sons-in-law: Daniel 
Gutierrez and Roy Van Brussel; 
eight grandchildren; and three 
great-grandchildren. 



JANUARY 2023  |  SOUTHERN TIDINGS    39

"The power of the Lord was with Jesus, enabling 
him to heal." Luke 5:17

April 2-8, 2023
Lexington, KY

nadhealth.org/events

Patrick                 Paul  
Graham              Graham

RReeggiisstteerr  TTooddaayy::  wwwwww..ppuurreerreeaalliittyy..oorrgg
CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn::    11--885555--551111--55555544

Camp Kulaqua
March 17th – 19th, 2023

AAggeess  1122--2244

Keynote Speakers:
Patrick  Graham
Michael Carducci                    

Paul  Graham 

SESSIONS, GAMES, 
ACTIVITIES, TOPICS 

ON:
Peer Pressure, Sex,  

Marriage, 
Relationships

Pure Reality 17th Retreat Presents
TTrraannssffoorrmmeedd  bbyy  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt

advertisements
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HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR ADVERTISING
(1) Have your pastor or local church elder write “Approved” and his signature on the sheet of paper containing 
the advertisement, (2) write your name and address on the same sheet, (3) specify how many times the ad is to 
run, (4) send the approved ad to your conference office 6 weeks in advance of the publication date and (5) don’t 
forget to enclose payment in full for each month the ad is to run. Make checks payable to SOUTHERN UNION.

RATES: Southern Union: $40 for 20 words or less, including address. $45 for anything longer than 
20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word beyond 45. Accepted as space is available. Ads may run in 
successive months as space permits.

Southern Tidings makes every reasonable effort to screen all advertising, but in no case can the periodical 
assume responsibility for advertisements appearing in its columns, or for typographical errors.

Property Available

SUMMIT RIDGE RETIREMENT VIL-
LAGE An Adventist community in 
a rural setting outside Oklahoma 
city that offers affordable homes or 
apartments and caring neighbors, 
with a fellowship you’ll enjoy. On-site 
church, planned activities, and trans-
portation, as needed. Also, Wolfe 
Living Center offering independent 
living and nursing home. Website: 
http://summitridgevillage.org or Bill 
Norman 405-208-1289. [1-4]

DON’T JUST RETIRE.... Live with 
purpose at Fletcher Park Inn. An In-
dependent Living Retirement Com-
munity, located on the campus of 
Fletcher Academy near Henderson-
ville, North Carolina. Join our family, 
take part in the many opportunities 
for staying active, volunteering, mak-

ing new friends and living with a pur-
pose. Call to find out more about our 
apartment and villa homes 828-209-
6930 ask for our marketing depart-
ment or visit www.fletcherparkinn.
com. [1-7] 

YOUR REALTOR IN FLORIDA & 
EASTERN TENNESSEE Are you 
ready to BUY or SELL your home? 
Maybe you want to trade hectic ur-
ban life for peaceful country living? 
Want to build a homestead? I can 
help you make it all happen. Con-
tact Osvaldo “Ozzy” Ferrer 423-457-
9057 or 407-285-2510..Call, text, 
WhatsApp, or email ozzyferrer@
outlook.com. [C]

REFINANCE YOUR MORTGAGE 
TODAY! Looking to lower your in-
terest rate, consolidate debt, get 
cash out for home improvements, 
or get pre-approved to purchase 
your home? We have the nation’s 
top lenders. FHA/VA/USDA/Con-
ventional/First Time Home Buyers 
welcome. Licensed in AL, NC, TN, FL, 
and other states. Call 411-MORTGAG-
ES...Ozzy 407-285-2510 / 423-457-
9057. [C]

FLORIDA LIVING RETIREMENT 
COMMUNITY Independent living 
on 13.5 acres near Orlando, sunny 
beaches, golf courses, shopping ar-
eas, and medical care. All renovated 
ground level units. Florida Confer-
ence-owned facility. Call 407-862-
2646 or visit floridalivingretirement.
com. [1-3]

OOLTEWAH HOME FOR SALE 
Rancher 3bed/2bath with garage on 
nice large corner lot. Offering 2000+ 
sq ft $399,900. Built in 2007 with 
hardwood floors and beautiful kitch-
en, lots of natural light. Call 423-
702-2000 The Wendy Dixon Team / 
Keller Williams Realty. We have more 
listings and can help you relocate 
whether you are buying or renting a 
home. [1]

Positions Available

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
is seeking qualified candidates for 
the following teaching positions: 
Faculty—School of Education and 
Psychology,  School of Business, 
Biology/Allied Health Department, 
Engineering, English Department. 
Adjunct—German Instructor-Mod-
ern Languages Department, Ap-
plied Technology (Mechanics). For 
detailed descriptions and qualifica-
tions, see southern.edu/jobs. [1]
 
SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
is seeking qualified candidates for 
the following staff positions: Sala-
ried position— Marketing & Univer-
sity Relations Website Development 
Manager. Hourly positions—Cafeteria 
Floater (Cafeteria), Cafeteria Worker 
(Cafeteria), Cook Coordinator (Caf-
eteria),  Deli Supper Cook (Village 
Market), Deli Lunch Cook/Supervisor 
(Village Market), Deli Floater (Village 
Market), Vitamin Associate (Village 
Market), Procurement & Merchandis-
ing Assistant (Village Market), The 
Garden Assistant Manager (Food 
Services), Painting Technician (Plant 
Services), HVAC Lead Master Tech-
nician (Plant Services), Financial Aid 
Coordinator (Enrollment Manage-
ment), Gym-Kid Director (Health & 
Kinesiology), Customer Support Su-
pervisor (Workstation Support). For 
a detailed description and qualifica-
tions, see southern.edu/jobs. [1]

PROPERTY AVAILABLE

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
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The UNION COLLOEGE COMMUNI-
CATION PROGRAM is searching for 
applicants for a Communication Pro-
fessor. This is a full-time, faculty, ex-
empt position starting June 1, 2023. 
Please see the full job description 
and instructions for application at 
ucollege.edu/employment and con-
tact Bruce Forbes at bruce.forbes@
ucollege.edu for more information. 
Benefit package includes tuition 
subsidy for eligible dependents and 
other generous benefits. [1]

CAMP KULAQUA, High Springs, 
Florida - We are currently looking 
for individuals for the following 
full-time positions: Year-Round 
Aquatics and Activity Director, Food 
Service Assistant Director, Building 
Technician, Housekeeping Manager, 
and Vehicle Maintenance Technician. 
For additional information, job 
descriptions, and application link go 
to http://careers.floridaconference.
com/camp.aspx or contact Julia 
Willard at 386-454-1351 or juliaw@
campkulaqua.com [1, 2]

ADVENTIST HERITAGE MINISTRIES 
is seeking to fill three positions in 
Battle Creek, MI. The Historic Adven-
tist Village will have three open po-
sitions: site director, office manager 
and Heritage Shoppe manager. Go 
to the website www.adventistheri-
tage.org for details, job descriptions 
and application forms. Positions will 
be open this Spring. [1, 2]
 
ADVENTIST HERITAGE MINISTRIES 
is seeking a full time Information 
Systems Department  Director to 
oversee the daily operation of the IS 
Department. The IS department sup-
ports the IS functions of the seven 
ministries served by AMM Support 
Services. For more information you 
may emailhr@sdamedia.com  or ap-
ply at https://www.adventistmedi-
aministries.com/available-positions/ 
[1]

MISCELLANEOUS

RELOCATING? Apex Moving + Stor-
age has a national account with the 
General Conference for your moving 
needs. Take advantage of a volume 
rated discount. Be assured you are 
moving with the best! Call Marcy 
Dante’ at 800-766-1902; or visits us 
at: www.apexmoving.com/adventist. 
[C]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
offers master’s degrees in business, 
computer science, counseling, ed-
ucation, nursing, religion and social 
work. Flexibilty is provided through 
some online and many on campus 
programs. financial aid may be avail-
able. For more information, call 423-
236-2585 or visit www.southern.
edu/gradutestudies. [1-4]

SHOP FOR NEW/USED ADVENTIST 
BOOKS: TEACH SERVICES offers 
used Adventist books at www.LNF-
BOOKS.com or new book releases 
at your local ABC or www.TEACH-
Services.com. AUTHORS let us help 
publish your book with editing, de-
sign, marketing, and worldwide dis-
tribution. Call 800-367-1844 for a 
free evaluation. [1-4]

#1 NC & SC Allstate Insurance Agen-
cy. SDA owned and operated. Call to-
day for a free quote for auto, home, 
renters, boat, motorcycle, or life in-
surance. Agent is UCSDA Church 
Treasurer & Elder. Exclusive Agent, 
Brian King. 704-844-2572 or jbriank-
ing@allstate.com or visit us at www.
allstate.com/jbrianking. [1-7]

GEORGIA SDA COUNSELOR:  No 
stigmas here! Regardless of beliefs, 
we can all benefit from professional 
counseling. I’m Tamara, a licensed 
therapist, and I treat issues of 
anxiety, depression, grief, and 
family matters, Only In The State of 
Georgia. However, I can be your life 

coach from any state. Call for your 
free 15-minute consultation and 
get started. 678-203-8680 www.
newbridgecounseling.net. [1]

ADVENTIST TOURS 2023. Israel 
in Jesus’ Steps April 16-25 & June 
4-13 with Andy Nash, and June 18-
27 with Clifford Goldstein; Egypt & 
Exodus April 6-14; Revelation’s Sev-
en Churches/Patmos/Greece March 
22-April 2; Tanzanian Safari March 
1-8; Germany Reformation/WWII 
June 16-28, 2024. Contact tabgha-
tours@gmail.com or tabghatours.
com or call 423-298.-141. [1]

IN SEARCH OF Adventist operated 
group home foe mentally challenged 
adult female. Call 299-588-0974 and 
leave a message. [1-3]

ACCEPTING PRESENTATION PRO-
POSALS.  The 2023 Association for 
SDA Librarians Conference Commit-
tee invites presentation proposals 
for the 43rd annual conference, to be 
held June 27-29, 2023, at Adventist 
University of Africa. The theme is Li-
brary Research and Internationaliza-
tion. For further information, please 
check out our website, https://www.
asdal.org/.

MISCELLANEOUS
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TRYING VEGAN THIS #VEGANUARY? WE CAN HELP!

MEATLESS MEAT MADE SIMPLY SINCE 1939!

™

PRODUCT OF KETO
FRIENDLY

100%

COMING SOON!

CHECK YOUR ABC OR ADVENTIST GROCERS FOR IN-STORE PROMOTIONS ALL  MONTH LONG!

CELEBRATING OVER 80 YEARS MEAT FREE!
GOOD TOWARDS WORTHINGTON® FROZEN PRODUCTS ONLY. NOT TO BE DOUBLED OR COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT OFFER. CODE MAY BE USED MORE THAN ONCE.

Save on your next order! All products available 
online at vegefood.com & ship direct  to your door!  

Use code EATPLANTS10 to get 10% OFF! 
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Register 
Here Mills Conference Center 

Gatlinburg, TN

Don MackintoshCalvin Kim Steven Grabiner

asisouthernunion.org

PRESENTERS 

F I L L  M E  N O W
APR I L . 6 -9 .2023

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

PLAN NOW. CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU!
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SUNSET

ATLANTA, GA

CHARLESTON, SC

CHARLOTTE, NC

COLLEGEDALE, TN

HUNTSVILLE, AL

JACKSON, MS

LOUISVILLE, KY

MEMPHIS, TN

MIAMI, FL

MONTGOMERY, AL

NASHVILLE, TN

ORLANDO, FL

TAMPA, FL

WILMINGTON, NC

5:45 5:51 5:58 6:04 6:11 6:18
5:29 5:35 5:42 5:48 5:55 6:01
5:27 5:33 5:40 5:47 5:54 6:01
5:44 5:50 5:57 6:04 6:11 6:18
4:51 4:57 5:04 5:11 5:18 5:25
5:11 5:17 5:24 5:30 5:37 5:43
5:39 5:45 5:53 6:01 6:09 6:16
5:04 5:10 5:17 5:24 5:31 5:38
5:45 5:51 5:56 6:01 6:06 6:11
4:56 5:02 5:08 5:14 5:21 5:27
4:48 4:55 5:02 5:09 5:16 5:24
5:44 5:50 5:56 6:01 6:07 6:13
5:50 5:55 6:01 6:07 6:12 6:18
5:18 5:24 5:31 5:37 5:44 5:51

JAN 6          JAN 13         JAN 20         JAN 27         FEB 3     FEB 10

Georgia-Cumberland

Adventurer/Pathfinder Director 
Council – Jan. 8. Cohutta Springs 
Youth Camp, Crandall, GA.
Adventurer Bible Game Region-
al Event – Jan. 14.
Pathfinder TLT Convention – 
Jan. 20-22. Cohutta Springs 
Youth Camp, Crandall, GA.
Pathfinder Bible Experience Re-
gional Event – Jan. 28.
Retirement Money Blunders – 
Jan. 31. Zoom.
Oasis High School Retreat – 
Feb. 3-5. Cohutta Springs Youth 
Camp, Crandall, GA.
Children’s Ministries Conven-
tion – Feb 10-12. Cohutta Springs 
Youth Camp, Crandall, GA.
Pathfinder Bible Experience – 
Feb. 18.
Pathfinder Teen Event – Feb. 24-
26. Cohutta Springs Youth Camp, 
Crandall, GA.
Regenerate Youth and Young 
Adult Festival – March 4. Church 
at Liberty Square, Cartersville, GA.
Reach Your Neighbor Training 
– March 17, 18. Cohutta Springs 
Conference Center, Crandall, GA.
Adventurer Family Fun Weekend 
– March 24-26. Cohutta Springs 
Youth Camp, Crandall, GA.
Please check our website for the 
latest information, www.gccsda.
com.

Southern Adventist University

Photography Gallery Opening 
– Jan. 19. Southern Adventist 
University’s School of Visual Art 
and Design invites the public to 
a photography gallery opening 
that features works by art profes-
sor Mindy Trott, titled “But Only 
So For An Hour.” The opening will 
take place on Thursday, Jan. 19, 
at 6 p.m., in the John C. Williams 
Art Gallery in Brock Hall, and the 
display will stay up until Monday, 

Feb. 16. For more information, 
please visit southern.edu/artgal-
lery or call 423-236-2732.
Concerto Concert – Feb. 5. This 
event begins at 4 p.m. and show-
cases gifted young instrumental-
ists from across the region who 
auditioned and were chosen 
to present solos alongside the 
University’s full Symphony Or-
chestra. Held in the Collegedale 
Church, the event is free and 
open to the public. It also will be 
broadcast live at southern.edu/
streaming.

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY

GEORGIA-CUMBERLAND

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BURLESON SDA CHURCH in 
Burleson, TX, will celebrate their 
50th Anniversary – April 21-23. 
Activities include: Friday eve-
ning supper and church history 
presentation. Sabbath break-
fast, lesson study by Pastor Keith 

Gray, sermon by Pastor Mike 
Tucker, lunch at Burleson Adven-
tist School, afternoon fellowship, 
and supper at the church with 
musical concert by Steve Dar-
mody. Sunday morning golf. Call 
817-295-7141 for more details.

SOUTHERN UNION CONFER-
ENCE WOMEN’S CONVENTION 
– Aug. 24-27. Orlando, FL. SAVE 
THE DATE!!! 

THE SOUTHEASTERN CONFER-
ENCE PUBLISHING DEPART-
MENT is seeking seven mini vans, 
late or new models, in full work-
ing condition for its student lit-
erature and community outreach 
programs. If you are seeking to 
give to the Lord’s work and can 
donate a van that you are not uti-
lizing, please contact Pastor Lu-
cious Hall, publishing director, at 
786-402-7074. 
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Visit Us
Southern welcomes visitors all year long, and we invite you to come and experience our 
beautiful campus for yourself. If you know of someone looking to attend a Christian  
university, prospective students have several options for a scheduled visit to Southern.  
For more information, go online to southern.edu/visit. 1.800.SOUTHERN 

Collegedale, Tennessee

Symphony Orchestra Concert, February 5
Under the direction of Laurie Redmer Cadwallader, Southern’s Symphony 
Orchestra will be joined by the winning soloists from the School of Music’s 
annual Concerto Competition for a performance in the Collegedale Church
of Seventh-day Adventists beginning at 4 p.m. This event is free and open  
to all. For livestreaming information and other opportunities to enjoy the  
musical talents on our campus, visit southern.edu/musicevents. 
___________________________________________________________

Peace and War Exhibit 
Southern’s on-campus Lynn H. Wood Archaeological Museum features a  
new exhibit with more than 80 artifacts unearthed by the students and  
employees from Southern and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem during  
the Fourth Expedition to Lachish in Israel (2013-2017). The historical findings 
help bring to life the Assyrian conquest of Judah and Jerusalem’s deliverance. 
For more information, visit southern.edu/archaeology. 
___________________________________________________________

Hiking and Mountain Biking Trails 
Free and highly rated, Southern’s nearly 40 miles of on-campus hiking and 
biking trails are open to everyone. The trails are suitable for everything from a 
peaceful Sabbath walk to a muscle-toning endurance workout. For more  
information and trail maps, visit southern.edu/trails.

Southern 
Adventist 
University
has resources just for YOU!

JOIN US ON CAMPUS

We have abundant resources representing numerous areas of expertise. Let 
Southern help whenever you have a need for guest speakers, workshops, and 
music programs at your church or school; visit southern.edu/resourceguide.

WE’LL COME TO YOU

Southern’s weekly vespers programs, held in the Collegedale Church sanctuary, 
are broadcast live each Friday evening at 7:30 p.m. To view online, visit  
southern.edu/streaming.

JOIN US ONLINE
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We want you to feel whole.
And that extends beyond the walls of the workplace.

We know that to help others feel whole, you must feel whole too. That’s why we are excited to 
continue to add to the benefi ts we o� er based on recommendations we have heard from our team 
members. With new benefi ts like paid parental leave coming this summer and redesigned time o�  
coming this year, we want to help you have peace of mind when you need time o�  and be present 
when growing your family. It’s just one of the ways we support you — body, mind and spirit. 
Because we want you to feel whole. 

Learn more at JoinAdventHealth.com.
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