
MARCH 2024

“WHERE JUMP SHOTS 
MEET JESUS” PROVIDES 
NEW STEPS TO CHRIST

SOUTHERN LAUNCHES 
ASPIRING TEACHERS’ CLUBS AT 

ADVENTIST ACADEMIES 

ON THEIR 
HEARTS AND IN 
THEIR PRAYERS

A HEART
FOR HEALING
Experiences and Lessons from AdventHealth Women Leaders



2     SOUTHERN TIDINGS  |  MARCH 2024

vantagepoint

Ron C. Smith, D.Min., Ph.D.
President of the Southern 

Union Conference

The Fatal Trap of Deceit
“But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be 

hardened through the deceitfulness of sin,” Hebrews 3:13, KJV.
The chameleon is a harmless little reptile that some people find interest-

ing because it can almost instantly change its color from gray to green, red, 
or blue. A young woman once captured a small salamander-like creature she 
thought was a chameleon. She enjoyed playing with it and, so as to display 
it for her friends, she put a tiny collar on it and pinned it by a little chain so it 
could crawl about on her shoulder. But, instead of being a chameleon as she 
thought, it was a poisonous kind of lizard that, despite its diminutive size, 
bit her one day, causing her death. What this girl did innocently, millions are 
doing every day. They are toying with a viper called sin. Sin does not always 
appear sinful because, in one respect, it is like the chameleon; it can change 
its colors to fit any environment and appear to be what it is not.

“Nothing is more treacherous than the deceitfulness of sin. It is the god of 
this world that deludes, blinds, and leads to destruction. He (Satan) disguises 
these temptations with a semblance of good; he mingles some little improve-
ment with the folly and amusements, and deceived souls ... (engage) in them 
.... Satan’s hellish arts are masked. Beguiled souls take one step, then are pre-
pared for the next. It is much more pleasant to follow the inclination of their 
hearts than to ... resist the first insinuation of the wily foe ... Satan watches to 
see his bait taken ... and to see souls walking in the very path he has prepared! 
.... He unites his sophistry and deceptive snares with their experience ... and 
thus wonderfully advances his cause,” Testimonies, Vol. 2, pp. 142, 143.

Sin allures because it appears wonderfully desirable and appealing. When 
Eve looked at what God had warned her not to eat, she viewed it as “good 
for food” and “pleasant to the eyes,” and “desired to make one wise” (Genesis 
3:6). She was totally deceived in each respect. Yet, she stepped over the line 
that separates right from wrong, and by that fatal step flung open the flood-
gates of evil.

When Samson succumbed to the wiles of temptation through the magne-
tizing beauty of a Philistine woman, he lost perspective for right and wrong. 
There are two things going on in this riveting context of the 16th chapter of 
the book of Judges. One is the science of sin. It dulls, stupefies, petrifies, and 
shackles your good sense. The other thing going on, though, is the grace of 
God that keeps giving us chance after chance to regain our focus on Him.

Today, as in the Garden, the most deceptive characteristic of sin is its al-
most irresistible fascination. But, when Christ dwells within, the mask of evil 
fades, and we see sin as it is. We must be ever wary lest we lose our souls 
through the deceitfulness of sin. –RCS
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AdventHealth women leaders include Amanda Maggard (sitting, left), Sheila Rankin, Jessica Brazier, 
Olesea Azevelo (standing, left), and Audrey Gregory, Ph.D.
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BY ELIZABETH CAMPS

At the core of AdventHealth’s mission of Ex-
tending the Healing Ministry of Christ lies a 
special narrative — one that is told each day 
through women leaders who embody a love 

for others, a drive for excellence, and an unwavering 
faith. These leaders of diverse backgrounds and experi-
ences lead committed and talented teams, navigating the 
intricate landscape of health care, and bringing care to 
millions of patients each year. They are passionate, they 
are smart, they are caring. They are also few.

Today, not enough women are in positions of leadership. 
In the health care industry, where female representation is 

high at 75%, a recent study by McKinsey showed that exec-
utive women leaders only make up a fraction of the work-
force, and much less for minorities and women of color. 

How can we more broadly open the doors for more 
women to lead and mentor the new generation who will 
come after them? 

It starts at the top.
Let’s look at five women executive leaders at Advent-

Health, who have worked diligently and intentionally to 
not only mentor and encourage other women into lead-
ership, but to also be an example so that the next genera-
tion can step into leadership and make a difference. 

Experiences and Lessons from AdventHealth Women Leaders
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My hope for the 

next generation is to 

devote themselves to 

healing, compassion, 

and faith, blending 

the science of 

medicine and the 

art of grace and 

empathy. In this way, 

we can bring 

whole-person care 

to even more people.
Olesea Azevedo

Olesea Azevedo | Executive 
Vice President, Chief 
Administrative Officer 

Growing up in a small town in Mol-
dova in eastern Europe, Olesea Azevedo  
was very close to her grandmother, who 
ran a flower business and managed to 
care for her family too. At the time, it 
was uncommon to see women working 
outside the home. Her grandmother’s ex-
ample would spark a desire to pursue a 
career where she could lead meaningful 
work and care for her family too. 

Working part-time in a car parts pack-
aging plant in high school, Azevedo’s su-
pervisor asked her one day to clean the 
restrooms as the cleaning crew was out 
sick. She remembers thinking this wasn’t 
part of her job description. But after some 

thought, she grabbed the cleaning sup-
plies and scrubbed those bathrooms like 
they were her own home. “The next day, 
my supervisor told me, ‘If you can clean 
bathrooms, you have enough humility to 
lead people,’” said Azevedo. “He promot-
ed me to a leadership role, supervising a 
part of the operations team.” 

As her career progressed in Chica-
go, Illinois, from roles in marketing to 
human resources, requiring significant 
travel, she also experienced changes in 
her personal life — getting married, and 
then becoming a mother to two boys. Still 
wanting to live out her childhood dream 
to be a leader and care for her family, 
Azevedo joined health care to find fulfill-
ment and balance, a crucial decision that 
would bring her to AdventHealth in 2016. 

“It has been my greatest joy to be used 
as God’s vessel to fulfill His mission 
at AdventHealth,” said Azevedo, who 
leads the company’s teams in human 
resources, consumer experience, brand, 
and corporate services. “Our teams’ 
ultimate goal, whether for our 94,000 
team members or the 7 million patients 
we serve, is ensuring each person expe-
riences wholeness, caring for their body, 
mind, and spirit.” 

Ref lecting on the future, Azevedo  
shared, “My hope for the next gener-
ation is to devote themselves to heal-
ing, compassion, and faith, blending 
the science of medicine and the art of 
grace and empathy. In this way, we 
can bring whole-person care to even 
more people.”

Olesea Azevedo
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Jessica Brazier

Jessica Brazier | Chief Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion Officer 
| Vice President of People 
Strategy and Sustainability

Jessica Brazier’s journey to her cur-
rent role took an untraditional route, 
starting in journalism and bringing her 
to her current role in diversity, equity, 
and inclusion, and people strategy and 
sustainability for AdventHealth.

As a journalist, Brazier was passion-
ate about storytelling. “I interviewed 
people and brought stories to light for 
the community that, in my mind, made 
a difference,” said Brazier. In doing 
this work, she realized she had a deep-
er calling. 

“Something activated within me,” said 

Brazier. “I realized I wanted to change 
the realities of these stories.”

She decided to pursue public policy 
and management for her graduate stud-
ies, and consulting with the federal gov-
ernment, the White House, and nonprof-
it organizations. “I looked at people and 
strategies that could help make the world 
a better place, help people achieve their 
highest potential, and close the achieve-
ment gap,” said Brazier.

This focus led her to health care. She 
realized that for a person to reach their 
highest potential, they needed to feel well 
physically, mentally, and emotionally. 

Brazier shared an interaction she had 
with a team member who benefitted 
from AdventHealth’s debt-free educa-

tion program, that shows what can hap-
pen when people are given the opportu-
nity to reach their highest potential. 

“One of our team members with a ra-
cially and ethnically diverse background 
reached out and explained how having 
this assistance has changed the trajecto-
ry for his family, his life, his future — 
it’s increased his earning potential.” 

This is just one of the countless stories 
Brazier has received that often brings 
her to tears. “I am all about seeing peo-
ple become the best versions of them-
selves. And, to know that we, through 
the collective power of a large organi-
zation like AdventHealth, can influence 
that for thousands of people makes every 
day worthwhile.”

Audrey Gregory, Ph.D. | 
Executive Vice President, 
Chief Executive Officer for 
AdventHealth in East Florida

Growing up in Jamaica as the eldest 
sibling and eldest granddaughter, being 
a leader was a natural role for Audrey 
Gregory, Ph.D., and it extended beyond 
her family. In high school, she was ap-
pointed as head girl for her all-girls’ high 
school.

Gregory entered health care as a 
registered nurse and naturally moved 
into leadership roles. She then moved 
into hospital operations and adminis-
tration, leading now as executive vice 
president and chief executive officer 
for AdventHealth in east Florida. “My 
clinical experience influences how I 
lead and what I think is important as a 
health care leader.”

For Gregory, leadership has also al-
ways been about service as reflected 
through her family. Her father worked 
for the government and was a church el-
der while her mother was a teacher. Oth-
ers in the family served in the military 
or as police officers.

As a leader for many hospitals and fa-
cilities, Gregory knows the importance of 
ensuring every team member and every 
patient is seen and heard. “That is how we 
really deliver on our mission,” she said.
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My clinical experience 
influences how I lead 
and what I think is 
important as a health 
care leader. That is 
how we really deliver 
on our mission.
Audrey Gregory, Ph.D.

“

”She experienced this personally when 
a close family member had a stroke and 
was admitted to AdventHealth for care. 
“I watched how she was cared for in our 
system, and how we really went out of 
our way to extend the healing ministry 
of Christ,” said Gregory. “My role en-
sures that those who care for patients 
have the resources and equipment they 
need to do it, and that we’re growing in 
areas to allow those who have not yet 
met Jesus to meet Him through us.”

Gregory hopes to continue living out 
AdventHealth’s mission. “I hope I leave 
a God-fearing legacy for my children 
and for those with whom I come in con-
tact. I hope to make a positive impact for 
women in health care that will encour-
age them to stay or start their journey in 
health care.”

Sheila Rankin | Chief 
Executive Officer at 
AdventHealth Kissimmee

As a child, Sheila Rankin dreamed of 
becoming a doctor. She had a passion for 
helping people heal and making a posi-
tive impact in the world.

Following her dream, she enrolled in 
medical school in Colombia. But, she 
realized that she could have a more pow-

erful impact by following a different 
path. After moving to the U.S., Rankin 
pursued a business degree and found she 
could still be in health care in a new way. 

Rankin’s first touchpoint with Ad-
ventHealth was as a financial planning  
analyst. Her natural talent for leading 

allowed her to step into roles where she 
could lead teams to success. She used 
her financial expertise to help executives 
and operational leaders make decisions. 

These experiences piqued Rankin’s in-
terest in trying new things, and she felt 
God’s calling to use her talents in new 

Audrey Gregory, Ph.D. 

Sheila Rankin
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Elizabeth Camps is the senior 
stakeholder communications 
specialist at AdventHealth.

ways. Now leading AdventHealth Kis-
simmee, Rankin feels privileged to serve 
at a facility that has expanded its mission-
al footprint in a county that is in the top 
10 fastest growing counties in the U.S. 

“After many of life’s twists and turns, 
God brought me back to the mission of 
health care,” said Rankin. “Caring for 
people is still one of my passions. Even 
though I’m not a doctor, I still have the 
privilege to make a positive impact on 
the world.”

Over time Rankin honed her leader-
ship skills, learning the difference be-
tween being a boss and being a leader. 
“This responsibility is something I do 
not take lightly,” she said. “People come 
to us at their most vulnerable state every 
day, and we have the privilege and mis-
sional responsibility to care for them as 
Christ would.” 

Reflecting on her journey, Rankin can 
think of several mentors and role models 
who helped her along the way, including 
her mother and many women executive 
leaders at AdventHealth. 

Now Rankin aims to be an example 
to others. “My hope is to inspire other 
female leaders of all backgrounds to 
dream big,” she said. “I want to chal-
lenge other female leaders to constantly 
strive to become better versions of them-
selves. Together, we can make a positive 
difference in the communities in which 
we serve.”

Amanda Maggard | Chief 
Executive Officer at 
AdventHealth Celebration

Amanda Maggard’s introduction to 
leadership came in her sophomore year 
of high school when she started a school 
newspaper. 

“My English teacher partnered with me 
and encouraged me as I pulled a team to-
gether, crafted a vision for the paper, and 
made it a reality,” said Maggard. Four 
years later while attending Union Col-
lege, she joined the school newspaper, 
The Clocktower, serving as its editor and 
selecting a talented team of writers and 
graphic designers to re-envision the paper. 

“At the time, I had no idea that hos-
pital executive leadership would be in 
my future,” shared Maggard. “But I felt 
a natural calling to dream big and lead 
people to make a vision a reality.”

Health care was a space Maggard was 
very familiar with as a child. Her mother 
and grandmother were nurses, and her 
father worked on the business side of 

Adventist hospitals. “I grew up around 
hospital lobbies and cafeterias, volun-
teering once I was older,” said Maggard. 
“Health care was always very familiar.”

When she did enter the health care 
space as an intern at AdventHealth, the 
doors opened to a world of possibilities 
where she could put her talents and pas-
sion for leadership to use. She started 

in marketing and fundraising, and then 
moved into patient experience. 

At AdventHealth Winter Garden, she 
worked tirelessly with her team during 
a facility expansion project, acquiring 
permits and finalizing plans to finish the 
project on time. “It was such a wonderful 
experience to see the vision come to life,” 
said Maggard. “I drove home and thought, 
‘Wow! All the challenges we face and look 
how God led and how it all turned out.’” 

Maggard’s passion for bringing a vision 

to reality continues to be a part of who she 
is today, now leading at AdventHealth Cel-
ebration. “I just want to help people,” she 
said. “I want people to have a better expe-
rience because of something small I did, to 
help my team grow and develop, to create 
a better experience for patients — that is 
the kind of legacy I want to leave.”

Sheila Rankin
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“WHERE JUMP 
SHOTS MEET JESUS” 

PROVIDES NEW 
STEPS TO CHRIST

When Tim Allston thinks about 
basketball, it’s not just fast 
breaks, slam dunks, and al-

ley-oops, but — through divine inspira-
tion — an opportunity to draw people to 
Jesus Christ. He explains his unorthodox 
approach in his new book, Where Jump 
Shots Meet Jesus. 

“My hope is that this book will make 
the Bible, and the teachings of Christ, 
more applicable in people’s lives,”  
Allston said in a recent interview. “For 
those who like sports, but don’t real-
ly know Christ, this is a way to get to 
know Him.”

A fourth-generation Seventh-day Ad-
ventist, Allston said there were three in-
cidents over a period of time that helped 
inspire the book’s creation. The first was 
in December of 1989. While in a Hunts-
ville, Alabama, barber shop, he picked 
up a copy of Esquire magazine and read 
an article that asked several famous indi-
viduals “the book to read” for the upcom-
ing decade of 1990. The response that 
stuck with him was Oprah Winfrey’s,  
who said the Bible. “She said ‘every an-
swer to every question that man could 
ever pose has already been answered [in 
the Bible],’” recalled Allston. 

BY LUCAS L. JOHNSON II
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Then in 2019, he was listening to John 
Nixon Sr., D.Min., lecture to a group of 
theology majors, and heard the prom-
inent Adventist pastor tell the future 
ministers, “Jesus Christ is in every sin-
gle verse in the Bible; if you can’t find 
Him in that verse, don’t preach it.” 

But, Allston said it was an encounter 
about two years ago at Synovus Bank 
in Huntsville that gave him the affirma-
tion he needed. In a conversation with a 
bank assistant, he mentioned that he was 

considering writing a book that inter-
sects basketball and the Bible. The assis-
tant then told him, “Tim, you do know 
that basketball originated in a YMCA 
(Young Men’s Christian Association) 
gymnasium.”

“I had forgotten that! I was blown 
away!” said Allston. “The fact that bas-
ketball was invented in a gymnasium 
for the Young Men’s Christian Associ-
ation — that became all the alley-oop 
that I needed.”

Additionally, he reflected on what 
Winfrey said about the Bible, and  
Nixon’s statement on Christ being in 
every verse of the Bible. Allston then 
began to develop the foundation of the 
book, which includes parallels between 
principles winning NBA teams used to 
become dynasties — like the Boston 
Celtics, the Los Angeles Lakers, the 
Chicago Bulls, and the Golden State 
Warriors — and principles Christ used 
to lead his disciples. 

For instance, Allston said just like  
Jesus taught his “disciple-players” about 
servant leadership, successful NBA 
teams teach their players to “serve your 
teammates rather than first being served; 
and by serving them first, they’ll score, 
and you’ll get the assist!” 

Such comparisons Allston has branded 
as “NBA 2.0,” for New Bible Advocacy. 

“I believe that Jesus can be found in 
winning NBA championship dynasties,” 
he said. “Because when you start to think 
about Jesus as the consummate leader, 
and the consummate manager, that lead-
ership and that management mantra per-
meates every area of our lives.”

Allston said he’s hopeful the concept 
of overlapping winning NBA champi-
onship dynasties with biblical best prac-
tices, and player-coach Jesus Christ will 
help win souls for the Kingdom. 

“For those in need of a spiritual assist, 
I’m offering an alley-oop — to Christ.” 

To learn more about what Tim Allston 
is doing to win souls for Christ, visit 
timallston.com.

 

Lucas L. Johnson II 
is a freelance writer who lives in 
Nashville, Tennessee.
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Aspiring Teacher’s Club members have 
the opportunity to tutor younger stu-
dents at Adventist elementary schools. 
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SOUTHERN LAUNCHES 
ASPIRING TEACHERS’ 
CLUBS AT ADVENTIST 

ACADEMIES
BY AMANDA BLAKE

To inspire the next generation of 
Seventh-day Adventist teachers, 
Southern Adventist University 

piloted the nation’s first Aspiring Teach-
ers’ Club (ATC) for students at both  
Georgia-Cumberland Academy and Col-
legedale Academy in 2022. Since then, it 
has continued to grow into a valuable re-
source for high school students through-
out the Southern Union Conference who 
are interested in a career in education.

Melanie DiBiase, Ed.D., associate 
professor of education at Southern, de-
scribes the purpose of the Union-wide 
ATC program as “pulling back the cur-
tain on teaching,” empowering high 
school students to jumpstart their jour-
neys as educators and learn about a mis-
understood career.

“We all go through school, so every-
body sees what a teacher does,” said 
DiBiase. “However, most kids don’t 
fully understand the role and mission 
of an educator. They don’t realize that 
teachers make thousands of tough deci-
sions some days.”

As members of an ATC, academy stu-
dents have opportunities to shadow and 
assist professional teachers, engage in 
pre-professional development club meet-
ings, lead out in school worships and mini 
lessons, assist in coaching sports teams, 
and attend University Education Depart-

ment events. They also tutor younger 
students at nearby Adventist elementary 
schools; meet with sponsors to discuss 
tenets of effective instruction, such as 
social-emotional learning and growth 
mindset; and interact with denomination-
al conference leaders to learn about ca-
reers within the Adventist school system. 

“Aspiring Teachers’ Clubs allow kids 
to test-drive teaching and build relation-
ships with valuable mentors early. It’s a 
way to make them feel seen and wanted, 
to elevate the profession of teaching,” 
said DiBiase.

Working as a Team
Piloting the ATC was a team effort 

between Southern’s School of Educa-
tion and Psychology, the University’s 
administration, and the Southern Union. 
DiBiase shared, “The Southern Union 
Conference assisted the two initial clubs 
financially and through the expertise of 
Keith Hallum and Carla Thrower in the 
Union’s Education Department last year. 
This year, Murray Cooper, who replaced 
Hallum as the director of education, 
found additional funding for each of the 
eight clubs in the Southern Union. In ad-
dition, Jason Merryman, Southern Ad-
ventist University’s vice president for en-
rollment management, was instrumental 
in getting the clubs started in 2022, both 

financially and through his expertise, and 
he continues to find scholarship funding 
and support for local clubs this year.”

“This initiative is about teamwork,” 
said DiBiase. “People who work at all 
levels of education are coming together 
to promote a career in teaching. This is 
important since a student’s experience in 
school each year heavily depends on their 
teachers. Our Adventist schools are one 
of our Church’s largest ministries, and 
it is reliant on the quality of teachers we 
have working in our schools. The heart of 
the ATC initiative is helping young peo-
ple discover their God-given purpose in 
education, and to begin supporting them 
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Some of the students in the Aspiring Teachers Club at Collegedale Academy meet 
for a group discussion during lunch, led by their teacher and club sponsor Brian 
Arner (left).
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as they pursue a career in education even 
at the academy level. By providing early 
support to students interested in teaching, 
it gives them a solid foundation as they 
begin their journey in education.”

Expanding Opportunities
In the spring of 2023, the SFFC Foun-

dation approached Tammy Overstreet, 
Southern’s dean for the School of Educa-
tion, Psychology, and Counseling, along 
with Leisa Standish, director for ele-
mentary education at the North Amer-
ican Division, about adding a scholar-
ship component to the clubs. During the 
2023-24 school year, the SFFC Founda-
tion offered to fund up to eight tutoring 
scholarships to every academy in the 
North American Division. Southern also 
introduced a scholarship worth $7,000 
over four years to award to one high 
school senior from each club it supports.

These scholarship opportunities 
helped the ATC continue to grow, and 
Southern Adventist University, in con-
junction with the Southern Union, cur-
rently supports clubs at six academies: 
Atlanta Adventist Academy, Bass Me-
morial Academy, Collegedale Academy, 
Georgia-Cumberland Academy, High-
land Academy, and Madison Academy. 
Oakwood University also supports an 
ATC at its local academy.

As the scholarships presented new 
opportunities to expand the program, 
the North American Division began 
working with Southern and Oakwood 
to help develop a club model and re-
sources for other clubs sponsored by 
other Adventist universities across the 
United States and Canada.

Mentoring the Next Generation
DiBiase hopes the ATC will not only 

help high school students realize God’s 
calling for their lives, but also create a 
pipeline of quality Adventist educators 
who will bless young learners for years to 
come. “We want the students who enter our 
programs to be ready to embrace the rigors 
of college and the journey to becoming a 
teacher. We want to fill the Seventh-day 

Adventist teacher pipeline with high-qual-
ity, enthusiastic educators who are ready 
to successfully enter the classroom on day 
one of their careers,” said DiBiase. 

“One of our Church’s greatest minis-
tries is our school system, and for children 
in our schools, one of the most important 
people in their lives is their teacher,” said 
DiBiase. “Every single year, our stu-
dents deserve the very best. That’s true 
at each level of education, from college 
to kindergarten. That’s why we need to 
support teachers, even if they’re still in 
high school and considering a career in 
education. We need to help young peo-

ple build tools that transform them into 
teacher-disciples for Christ.”

Jordan Smith, high school senior 
and Collegedale Academy’s ATC pres-
ident, said, “The Aspiring Teachers’ 
Club has connected me with teachers 
who care about my future and are will-
ing to help me achieve my goals. My 
experience in this club has convinced 
me that I want to be a teacher just like 
my incredible mentors.”

Amanda Blake is a senior 
journalism major at Southern 
Adventist University.

Through tutoring and learning from mentors, students are able to explore various 
aspects of teaching, such as helping young learners discover the joy of reading. 
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ON THEIR 
HEARTS AND IN 
THEIR PRAYERS

BY DALE SLONGWHITE, DOUG HARDT, JANE QUEVEDO, AND LARYSA GEORGINOVA

For some, the war in Ukraine has 
been something happening to oth-
er people on the other side of the 

world. To the Markham Woods Church 
in Longwood, Florida, whose member-
ship includes many Ukrainian families, 
war is on their hearts and in their prayers 
every moment of every day. In 2021, 
they adopted Ukraine as one of their 
countries of mission emphasis. 

Three years before, in 2018, Larysa 
Georginova immigrated to the United 

States from the Ukraine with her fam-
ily and joined the Markham Woods 
Church. At the time, her mother,  
Valentina Mohylna, chose to remain 
in her hometown of Berdyansk on the 
coast of the Sea of Azov, 56 miles from 
Mariupol. Larysa kept in contact with 
her mother through occasional visits 
and through Skype.

Then the unthinkable happened. In 
February 2022, Russia invaded Ukraine, 
destroying Mariupol and occupying cit-

ies and villages in the southeastern part 
of the country, including Berdyansk. 
While many residents abandoned their 
homes and businesses, Valentina, then 
86 years old and living alone, could 
not imagine leaving the only place she 
called home.

Meanwhile, Doug Hardt, Markham 
Woods Church senior pastor, contacted 
Vladimir Tkachuk, the Euro-Asian Di-
vision treasurer who is Ukrainian. Hardt 
told him the Markham Woods Church 

Markham Woods Church volunteers in Romania on the first trip soon after the war started. ADRA Romania helped the group 
get their 27 suitcases of medical supplies across the border.
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would take up special offerings to buy 
buses and fuel for evacuees who lived on 
the front lines, and to bake four tons of 
loaves of bread daily for the people of 
Kyiv and eastern Ukraine.

The first Sabbath, the church raised 
$50,000, more than double their goal. 
They put a tab on their church website 
where the community could contrib-
ute. Since the beginning of the war, the 

Markham Woods Church and the sur-
rounding community has raised more 
than $350,000. Florida Conference ad-
ministration also saw the great need in 
Ukraine and promoted this project in all 
of the churches and raised an additional 
$700,000. The total sent to Ukraine has 
exceeded $1 million. 

Twice, Hardt visited Ukraine with 
churches from Florida to deliver funds 
for their summer camp and the medi-
cal clinic in Chernivtsi, to help children 
orphaned due to the war, and to bring 
medical supplies. A Ukrainian organi-
zation conducted a survey that asked 
individuals which government or non-
governmental agency helped them on 
the front lines the most; 71% of respon-
dents named the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. At this time, 6,000 individuals 
are taking Bible studies, many of whom 
received aid from Florida Conference 
special offerings.

During this time, Larysa joined 
the prayer and quilt ministry of the 
Markham Woods Church. In 2015, 
five women with limited quilting ex-
perience came together weekly to sew 
quilts for individuals experiencing seri-
ous illness, death of a loved one, other 
trauma, and for baby dedications. Over 

Volunteers prayed with this soldier at a cathedral in Lviv, Ukraine. He was one of 
only three out of a group of 11 in his unit who survived the front lines — and he is 
the only one who is still able to walk at all.

Olena Kotliarova is sharing ice cream with some of the 180 orphans who were 
living at the Adventist camp at the beginning of the war.

Larysa Georginova and her mother, 
Valentina Mohylna, met in Poland.
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the years, the group has added quilts to 
cover incubators for premature babies 
in a local hospital and, most recently, 
comfort quilts for Ukrainian refugees. 
The ministry has grown to 16 women 
who have distributed more than 350 
quilts, which take between 30 and 100 
hours to construct. 

Larysa asked the quilters to pray for 
her mother and gave them weekly up-
dates. Early reports of “She’s okay” 
eventually changed to “It’s not good.” 
Yet, Larysa’s pleas for her mother to 
leave Ukraine were met with an un-
equivocal, “No, even if they fire or 
bomb, I will stay here at home.” When 
the occupying power stopped grant-
ing travel permission into Ukraine,  
Larysa’s personal visits ceased, and as 
living conditions deteriorated, she relied 
on the support and prayers of her quilt-
ing sisters and church members. Slowly, 
over time she began to see the Holy Spir-
it act on her mother’s heart. Finally, she 
heard the words she’d been waiting for: 
“Yes, I’m ready.”

Larysa embarked on a journey from 
Orlando to Warsaw on May 17, 2023, 
where she reunited with her mother, 

who had traveled for two days from an 
occupied territory to Poland. Togeth-
er they proceeded to Kyiv to arrange  
Valentina’s travel documents for the 
U.S. As they prayerfully waited for 
the documents, they lived in Bucha for 
three weeks in one of the buildings of 
the Adventist University, where Larysa  
had previously worked. Every night 
they heard air raid alarms, explosions, 
and rockets whistling overhead. As the 
process took some time, they returned 
to Poland, first in Podkowa Lesna near 
Warsaw and then in Warsaw itself, be-
fore finally flying to Orlando on July 
12, 2023. During this entire process, 
the family of Olena, Valentina’s grand-
daughter, provided great assistance. 
But the most important leader was God!

Twelve days later, they met with the 
quilters of the Markham Woods Church 
who presented Valentina with a wel-
come quilt they had been working on 

since Larysa left. Each of the 30 quilt 
blocks used fabric with the colors of the 
Ukrainian flag and the United States flag. 
No two quilt blocks were exactly alike.

Help is still needed in Ukraine.  
Twenty-seven churches have been de-
stroyed or severely damaged. All of 
their schools have had to build bomb 
shelters or the government would shut 
them down. Almost 20% of the church 
membership has left the country. 

God blessed the mustard seed of faith 
of the people in the Markham Woods 
Church. With the donated funds from 
the church and community, it is esti-
mated tens of thousands of mothers and 
fathers and aunts and uncles and grand-
mothers and grandfathers and children 
of all ages have been helped in a land on 
the other side of the world, but not so far 
away — including one 4ʹ11ʺ 87-year-old 
grandmother who is learning to quilt.

Valentina Mohylna is holding the quilt 
made for her by quilting women from 
Markham Woods Church.

Valentina Mohylna (front), originally from Ukraine; Sue Keller (left, rear), prayer 
quilt ministries leader; and Larysa Georginova, Valentina’s daughter
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Karen Benn Marshall, Ed.D., M.S., was appointed the new provost at AdventHealth 
University.

AdventHealth University 
Welcomes Karen Benn Marshall, 
Ed.D., M.S., as Provost

AdventHealth University (AHU) 
has appointed Karen Benn 
Marshall, Ed.D., M.S., as its 

new provost. An experienced admin-
istrator and educator, Benn Marshall 
brings more than 30 years in academia, 
as well as a passion for academic excel-
lence, institutional effectiveness, and 
strategic planning.

“AdventHealth University is thrilled 
to welcome Dr. Benn Marshall to our 
institution,” said C. Josef Ghosn, Ed.D., 
FACHE, president and CEO of Advent- 
Health University. “We are confident 
Dr. Benn Marshall will develop a strong 
academic vision for AdventHealth Uni-
versity, guiding us into a pivotal era of 
growth, integrity, collaboration, and in-
novation. We hope she is inspired by the 
dedication, talent, and passion of our 
faculty, staff, and students.”

Before coming to AHU, Benn Marshall  
served as vice president for enrollment 
services and retention and dean for the 
center for student success at Oakwood 
University in Huntsville, Ala., where 
she held a variety of leadership roles, 
including assistant provost for under-
graduate education, vice president for 
academic administration, interim senior 
vice president, and dean of the school 
of nursing and health professions. She 
earned a doctorate in science education 
from Morgan State University in Balti-
more, Md.; a master of science degree 
in biology from Alabama A&M Univer-
sity; and a bachelor’s degree in biology 
from Oakwood College (now Oakwood 
University). 

“I am honored to serve in this lead-
ership capacity at a faith-affirming in-
stitution,” said Benn Marshall. “I look 

forward to working collaboratively with 
AHU faculty and staff to ensure we 
grow enrollment while continuing to 
provide a high-quality educational ex-
perience for our students.” 

With campuses in Orlando, Fla., and 
Denver, Colo., AHU offers more than 
20 undergraduate and graduate degrees 

in health care, as well as more than 25 
industry certifications in high-demand 
fields. To learn more, visit AHU.edu.

BY JENNIFER AUDETTE, SOCIAL MEDIA 
AND COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER AT 

ADVENTHEALTH UNIVERSITY
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Churches Embrace Lifestyle Changes 
for Diabetes Prevention, Management

The Centers for Disease Control in-
dicates that almost half of the U.S. 
population has diabetes or pre-di-

abetes. While that statistic is significant, 
roughly half of that group is unaware of 
their condition. Just a few years ago, it 
was uncommon for grade school children 
to be diagnosed with diabetes. However, 
today, there is growing concern as these 
children are increasingly affected.

The symptoms of diabetes can include 
fatigue, increased thirst, increased urina-
tion, or, more commonly, no symptoms at 
all. Consequently, individuals may remain 
unaware of their condition until visiting 
a doctor for another reason. The long-
term effects of untreated diabetes can be 
severe, including heart disease, stroke, 
hypertension, blindness, kidney disease, 
nerve damage, amputations, depression, 
mobility issues, and dental problems.

For individuals who are prediabetic 
or diabetic, it is crucial not to ignore the 
condition due to uncertainty about what 
to do. Taking the initiative to understand 
and implement best practices for nutri-
tion, exercise, sleep, and water intake 
can significantly impact one’s health.

Over a six-week period spanning from 
October to December, Little Creek Fel-
lowship and the Raleigh Church col-
laborated to host a Reversing Diabetes 
Seminar at the Raleigh Church. With an 
average attendance of 30 students and 
volunteers, participants engaged in the 
Grundy Reversing Diabetes Seminar, 
covering topics such as fiber, sugar (in 
its various forms), carbohydrates, fats, 
nutrition, inflammation, and epigenetics. 
The seminar composed of lectures, ex-
ercise sessions, Q&A discussions, and 
sampling healthy foods.

Participants learned strategies for 
making favorite foods healthier, the im-
portance of reading food labels, grocery 
shopping tips, effective exercise meth-

ods, hydration needs, and the signifi-
cance of sleep for overall health. Other 
key lessons included the following.

•	 Diabetes or pre-diabetes does not 
develop overnight, and reversing or 
improving the condition may require 
time, although immediate benefits are 
often noticeable.

•	 Excess weight significantly increas-
es the risk of diabetes.

•	 Changing nutritional or exercise 
habits can be challenging, but progress is 
achievable by aiming to improve each day.

•	 It is never too late to return to 
healthy habits.

•	 Consuming a variety of colorful 
foods daily is beneficial.

Type 2 diabetes is categorized as a 
lifestyle disease, one of more than 3,000 
that can be avoided or mitigated by fo-
cusing on nutrition, exercise, sleep, and 
water intake. Major lifestyle diseas-
es may include most cardiac diseases, 
Alzheimer’s, cancer, and others. While 
some Adventists lead healthy lifestyles, 
there is room for improvement for most, 
leading to significant health benefits.

Several participants proved the effec-
tiveness of the seminar by reducing their 
insulin levels within a few weeks, with 
some experiencing days without requir-

ing insulin. Others reported remarkable 
improvements in their test results after 
just a few weeks, to the astonishment of 
their doctors. Many noted feeling better 
within one to two weeks.

Feedback from participants:
“My family urged me to take action for 

a long time, but you provided the guid-
ance I needed.”

“My overall health has improved im-
mensely.”

“I am eager to apply what I’ve learned 
and attend again.”

“I’ve learned to eat healthily according 
to God’s intended design.”

“I was ignorant, but now I am enlight-
ened.”

“Please continue these seminars.”
“I’ve lost 23 pounds!”
“I’ve lost 10 pounds!”
The Reversing Diabetes Seminar is not 

exclusively for diabetics; it advocates for 
a lifestyle beneficial to all. It serves as 
a valuable tool for evangelism, fostering 
community engagement and strengthen-
ing relationships between church mem-
bers and the wider community.

BY MIKE SIMMERING, LITTLE CREEK HEALTH 
MINISTRIES LEADER, GRUNDY REVERSING 

DIABETES INSTRUCTOR 
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Eight Hundred Pathfinders Unite 
for Carolina Camporee

Approximately 800 Pathfinders hail-
ing from clubs across North and 
South Carolina converged at Noso-

ca Pines Ranch Youth Camp for the high-
ly-anticipated 2023 “TAG HIS NAME” 
Carolina Conference Pathfinder Camporee.

Renowned Chicago street artist and 
Adventist pastor Milton Coronado took 
the stage as the featured speaker during 
the event. Coronado, known for his cap-
tivating artwork and spiritual insight, 
shared compelling stories from his life. 
Drawing a parallel between street art 
and faith, Coronado urged the attentive 
Pathfinders to display God’s tag in their 
lives each day. He also imparted wis-
dom by teaching several sections of the 
Street Art honor.

Pathfinders were given the opportunity 
to sign up for various honors, including 
Basic Rescue, First Aid, Orienteering, 
Geocaching, Christian Storytelling, Mu-
sic, Dutch Oven Cooking, Wild Edibles, 
Seeds, Trees, and more. The event fea-
tured a slew of engaging activities such 
as soccer, volleyball, and basketball 
tournaments, a “swamp” walk, camping 
skills relays, knot tying challenges, fire 
building competitions, archery, toma-
hawk throws, human foosball, Frisbee 
tic-tac-toe, and even canoeing (which 
resulted in a few soggy Pathfinders). The 
Pioneer Village, a favorite among many, 
offered participants a glimpse into the 
past with guides in period clothing and 
a range of activities encompassing cook-
ing, crafts, and survival skills. Amidst 
these activities, attendees had the chance 
to reconnect with old friends from across 
the Conference and establish new friend-
ships, some of which are destined to 
endure for years to come. As the saying 
goes, “Once a Pathfinder, always a Path-
finder.” The Sabbath morning parade 
served as a poignant reminder of their 

shared commitment to Jesus and this 
global youth movement.

Youth and sponsors alike expressed 
gratitude for the nearly perfect tent 
camping weather that graced the event. 
Evenings after camporee worships saw 
individuals engaged in heartfelt conver-
sations, singing songs, and perhaps even 
roasting veggie-dogs or s’mores around 
club campfires. A notable highlight was 
the cook-off challenge, expertly judged 
by Philip Thomas, Mount Pisgah Acade-
my chef, and a panel of culinary experts, 

which showcased the culinary prowess 
of club cooks. Pathfinders extended their 
thanks to their local sponsors and laud-
ed the outstanding leadership of Hector 
Gonzalez, Conference Pathfinder direc-
tor; Vanessa Arana; and the dedicated 
members of the Pathfinder Council who 
worked tirelessly to orchestrate an unfor-
gettable camporee.

BY CHRIS SMALL 
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William A. Kirlew Junior Academy 
Serves as God’s Mission School

Maranatha Child Development 
Center sits on the campus of 
Maranatha Church. Visionaries 

listened to the suggestion of Theslyn 
Brown, former director, to start a school 
to further facilitate the students, and 
Maranatha Elementary School was be-
gun in the church.

A beautiful school building was later 
erected in 2005 to house students. The 
name was changed to William A. Kirlew 
Junior Academy (WAKJA) in honor of 
William A. Kirlew, D.Min., who is still 
active at 103 years old.

“The mission of William A. Kirlew 
Junior Academy is to provide a Sev-
enth-day Adventist Christian education, 
K–8, in which students may develop and 
mature spiritually, intellectually, physi-
cally, and socially.”

WAKJA continues to fulfill its mis-
sion. Faculty and students participate 
in chapel services on Mondays and 
an Adventist Youth service month-
ly on Friday. Every fall and spring, 
there is a Week of Prayer. This year,  
Karina Scarlett facilitated Week of 
Prayer for grades K-3. The students 
were deeply involved in the Word of 
God by engaging in activities relating 
to the theme, “Be Strong and Coura-
geous with God.” Grades 4-8 listened 
intently to Becki Rogers, an author 
from Idaho. She impacted students 
with many stories of her conversion 
from devil worship to accepting the 
True and Living God. 

Before COVID-19, Briana Salmon, 
now in grade 8, led Laila Jean Francois, 
her kindergarten friend, to accept Jesus.  

Both were baptized. Not ending there, 
Laila’s mom, Sheilene Jean Francois, and 
twin brothers, Joshua and Elijah, were also 
baptized. Nellie Holland, a third-grader’s 
parent, was convinced that Saturday is 
the true Sabbath and was baptized at Ma-
ranatha. Just recently, Glenda Quintero,  
Raheen Brown, Rodney Brown, and 
Maneo Lewis gave their young hearts to 
Jesus.

WAKJA’s mission is to allow students 
and family members to come to know 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior. This de-
cision will allow them to be prepared for 
Earth but more so, for the Kingdom of 
God. Then and only then will God’s mis-
sion be fully accomplished. 

BY VALREY FRANCIS, ED.D.

Laila Jean Francois (left) and Briana Salmon attend WAKJA. Briana led Laila’s parents to send her to WAKJA, and Laila and 
Briana were baptized together. Then Laila’s mom and twin brothers were baptized.
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“The Calling” Documentary 
Highlights Ministry of William A. 
Kirlew, D.Min.

For the first time in Broward Coun-
ty, “The Calling,” a documenta-
ry of the ministry and legacy of  

William A. Kirlew, D.Min., pastor, was 
presented on screen, Saturday, December 
9, 2023, for all to share in his journey of 
faith, sacrifice, and joy. 

Kirlew’s impact has been far-reach-
ing and merits celebration for the innu-
merable lives influenced for the King-
dom. If not for God’s calling, this part 
of the world could have looked much 

different. In south Florida alone, Kirlew 
established 17 churches over a 21-year 
period, beginning with Maranatha in 
1976, and including the event venue 
itself, Lauderhill, which he founded in 
1982. William A. Kirlew Junior Acade-
my also came into fruition.

Prior to 1976, Kirlew began serving 
in ministry in his home country of Ja-
maica, where he established churches, 
pastored up to 13 churches at a time, 
and baptized hundreds. He followed 

God’s leading to serve in the United 
States, eventually settling in Florida.

“The Calling” brings out the details 
and facts of a life being well-lived. 
Kevin Campbell, director; John Mills, 
executive producer; Stephen Stewart, 
producer; and Garry Gordon, Lauder-
hill pastor/producer, strived to reflect 
the challenges and the conviction and 
trust in God Kirlew had to exhibit in 
order to overcome those challenges. 

Kirlew was in attendance with Sylvia 
Joy Levy Kirlew, his wife of more than 
65 years; Therese Kirlew, one of their 
six children; and a host of friends and 
supporters. The processional included 
an escort of Lauderhill Pioneer Path-
finders and Adventurers flanked by the 
Drum Corp. Songs of thanksgiving, 
prayer, and testimonies filled the pro-
gram, which also included recognition 
by Lauderhill Church, the Florida Con-
ference, and the city of Lauderhill. A 
Proclamation from Florida State Rep-
resentative Congresswoman Sheila 
Cherfilus-McCormick was read, and 
Hazelle Rogers, commissioner, pre-
sented a Proclamation on behalf of 
Broward County. The final words were 
a covering prayer by Gervon Marsh, 
pastoral ministries field associate for 
Florida Conference.

The program ended, but the journey 
continues. At 103 years of age, Kirlew, 
although retired, is still active. Ministry 
for him is not merely a job, it is his call-
ing — which he is doing with grace, in 
love, and with honor.

BY SHELLY PINNOCK

William and Sylvia Kirlew are surrounded by family and friends at the showing of 
“The Calling,” which was as much a time of praise to God as it was of recognition 
of humble service. Pictured are Sylvia and William Kirlew, D.Min. (seated); Gervon 
Marsh (standing, left), Florida Conference pastoral ministries field associate; 
Therese Kirlew, daughter; John Mills, executive producer; Eric Allen, Maranatha 
elder; and Garry Gordon (back), Lauderhill pastor.
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Lawrenceville Company Becomes 
186th Church in Georgia-
Cumberland Conference

Lawrenceville Company became a 
church in the city of Lawrenceville, 
Ga., on January 27, 2024. The Law-

rencville Company was formed in the 
fall of 2018 by the merging of the New 
Fellowship Mission Group and Quest-
view Company. The church organization 
was a historic day for the members, pas-
toral staff, and lay leaders, who attribute 
the event to the fact that, “We have come 
this far by faith.” 

While the journey to this milestone 
has taken several years, the church was 
blessed on February 4, 2023, to have 
Dennis Ross Jr., interim pastor, and his 
wife, Jacquelyn, join their church. Later 
that year, Ross helped the church take the 
last few steps to request and be approved 
for full church status. The Lord answered 
the members’ prayers for a leader who 
firmly believes and stands on the prom-
ises of Jesus Christ, and the Rosses have 
been a great addition and enhancement 
to the church family.

Lawrenceville has been known to the 
community as a small church with a big 
heart. Members generously welcome each 
other and visiting friends with open arms 
of love. Most times it seems a bit infec-
tious that those who choose to make it a 
church home give their selfless efforts to 
serve and to minister to the community.

Aiding in this ministry to the commu-
nity is the church’s diverse membership, 
with cultures from the Caribbean, Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and North and South Amer-
ica. Having such diversity, the members 
incorporate each others’ strengths in 
meeting the needs of the community.

Every fourth Sabbath is food distribu-
tion. In 2023, the church served almost 
10,000 people. In January 2024, the 

members facilitated a drive to feed 100 
meals to the homeless and provide them 
with warm blankets, coats, and toilet-
ries. The church has also visited a shelter 
and took personally-named gifts to each 
child and adult.

The members also serve the communi-
ty by having Google classes, and charac-
ter and motivational classes for the youth 
and community, family life and health 
ministry days, and back to school back-
pack drives.

The youth are active in worship ser-
vices and programs, and the members 

are committed to providing more minis-
tries for children, youth, and adults, and 
expanding its reach into the communities. 

With such an emphasis on ministry, 
the members are actively praying for a 
church facility they can call their own as 
they strive to meet urgent needs for their 
members as well as the community. As 
the church rejoices, they invite everyone 
to pray for them as they move forward 
by faith.

BY WENDY CELESTINE, LAWRENCEVILLE 
CHURCH COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

Dennis Ross (right), Lawrenceville Church pastor, along with church clerks Kay 
Bailey Robinson (center), and Nicoleen Elam (left), received a plaque that recog-
nizes the Lawrenceville Church as the 186th church in the Georgia-Cumberland 
Conference. The church was officially organized on January 27, 2024.
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The Great Controversy Shared 
Across Conference, Lives Changed

The Georgia-Cumberland Confer-
ence actively started participat-
ing in the General Conference’s 

The Great Controversy Project in July 
2023. Since then, hundreds of thou-
sands of copies of Ellen White’s book 
have been distributed to individuals in 
Georgia and Tennessee. A total of 134 
churches and eight schools within the 
Conference participated, and ordered a 
collective 200,000 English and 100,000 
Spanish copies of the book. The Confer-
ence also included custom pages in the 
newly printed books that included QR 
codes, guiding readers to listen to the au-
dio version of the book and to sign up for 
Bible studies, with people continuing to 
request the Bible studies.

Many churches have incorporat-
ed these books into their community 
outreach and evangelism efforts. The 
Greeneville, Tenn., Church not only 
joined the initiative, but embraced it as 
part of their church’s mission to serve 
their community.

“We ordered 25,000 copies of The 
Great Controversy,” says Nate Nelson, 
Greeneville intern pastor. “We had an 
evangelism initiative to hand out these 
books within a year. At first we held 
back because Messiah’s Mansion was 
coming through and we wanted every-

one who came through to receive a copy 
of the book.” The members handed out 
around 3,500 copies to Messiah’s Man-
sion attendees.

The Greeneville Church also has a 
community service center which has a 
food pantry and gives out meals to those 
in their community. The center also re-
ceived copies of the book which they 
hand out to people who come through. 
The church plans to hand out more cop-
ies of The Great Controversy in 2024, and 
use the content of the book to help address 
the needs in their local area. The church 
also has a team of dedicated members and 
Bible workers who reach out to the Bible 
study leads from the Greeneville area.

Many churches have already been 

blessed to see the impact the book has 
made on those who received a copy.  
Esteban López, personal ministries di-
rector at the Ooltewah, Tenn., Hispanic 
Church, received a follow-up visit by 
someone he gave a book to after a group 
from his church was handing them out in 
Chattanooga, Tenn.

“I gave a copy of The Great Contro-
versy to the pastor of [another church],” 
said López. “After a week, he stopped by 
my office and told me he’s using it on 
Sundays at his church as a textbook.”

Gary Rustad, Georgia-Cumberland 
Conference president, describes the im-
portance of this initiative by referencing 
Ellen White’s own words, where she 
wrote in Letter 281, “The Great Contro-
versy should be very widely circulated. It 
contains the story of the past, the present, 
and the future. In its outline of the clos-
ing scenes of Earth’s history, it bears a 
powerful testimony in behalf of the truth. 
I am more anxious to see a wide circu-
lation for this book than for any others 
I have written, for in The Great Contro-
versy, the last message of warning to the 
world is given more distinctly than in 
any of my other books.”

BY RACHEL BEAVER

MLK Day Outreach Brings 
History to Life

Georgia-Cumberland Academy 
(GCA), Coble Elementary School, 
and Calhoun Pathfinder Club part-

nered together in service to commemorate 

the work of Martin Luther King Jr.
Joining forces, faculty, students, par-

ents, and Pathfinders pooled resources 
to learn and serve in three cemeteries in 

the area which had fallen into disrepair: 
Colbert Cemetery, Zuber Cemetery, and 
a small cemetery located on the campus 
of GCA. Zuber and Colbert cemeteries 
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Congressman, Mayor Recognize 
101-year-old Knoxville Veteran 
for WWII Service

The Knoxville, Tenn., First 
Church hosted two special 
guests on Veterans Day to rec-

ognize 101-year-old member Milton 
Jones for his service to this country 
during World War II. Tim Burchett, 
United States congressman, and Glenn 
Jacobs, Knox County mayor, joined 
Jones’ family and his church family to 
commend the veteran for his wartime 
service in the U.S. Navy, and for his 

work on the Manhattan Project in the 
race to develop an atomic weapon.

 Burchett recently honored Jones on 
the House floor by entering remarks 
about his service into the Congressional 
Record. Burchett read those remarks to 
the congregation and presented Jones 
with an official copy. The representative 
said of Jones, “He has served his country 
and his family well, and the east Tennes-
see community is thankful for the impact 

you’ve had, and we’ve been very fortu-
nate to know you.” Burchett also brought 
Jones a flag that was flown over the U.S. 
Capitol building in his honor along with 
a certificate and a humorous warning, “If 
I see this thing on eBay, Milton, I’m go-
ing to call you back.”

Jacobs read a brief biography of 
Jones and offered sincere gratitude for 
his many contributions to Knox Coun-
ty and east Tennessee. The mayor said, 

BY REBEKAH HELBLEY, JOHN L. COBLE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Ciara Rickerson (left), Eden Henderson, and Kelly Herr pause while raking at Zu-
ber Cemetary in Rome, Ga. Coble Elementary School, Georgia-Cumberland Acad-
emy, and the Calhoun Pathfinder Club partnered to clean up several cemetaries in 
the Calhoun area on MLK Jr. Day.

contained the remains of individuals that 
were enslaved on nearby plantations, as 
well as those who lived during segrega-
tion who were not allowed to be interred 
in “white” cemeteries.

Mr. and Mrs. Boone, caretakers of 
the Zuber Cemetery, shared with volun-
teers that although there were 120 graves 
marked with stones or white crosses, they 
estimate 300 to 400 unidentified remains 

dot the property. Ground erosion leaves 
the land with lumps outlining the final 
resting space of those too poor for any oth-
er marker, and students carefully cleared 
vines and leaves from rocks, chains, and 
glass jars marking remains of others. Stu-
dents carefully traced the names and dates 
of individuals, noting that some came 
from times before the Civil War. Boone, a 
descendent of slaves from a nearby plan-
tation, counted some of these individuals 
in his family lineage.

The Colbert Cemetery, located with-
in the city of Calhoun, served families 
segregated by race. Here, too, students 
and families witnessed the scarred earth, 
recognizing that slavery and segregation 
aren’t just located in history books, but 
sadly mar the collective local history. 
Blowing leaves, picking up sticks, and 
clearing brush not only provided a mo-
ment of learning for all, but, prayerfully, 
also a moment to recommit to the dreams 
of equality and opportunity espoused by 
Martin Luther King Jr. and Jesus.
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BY HANNA JONES, KNOXVILLE 
FIRST MEMBER

Milton Jones holds up the flag flown over the U.S. Capitol in his honor. Jones, who 
is turning 102 on March 20, 2024, was honored on Veterans Day in 2023 for his 
service in WWII.
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“Mr. Jones, on behalf of Knox County, 
we want to thank you for your service, not 
only during World War II, but also your 
continued service to our community.” 
The nearly 7-foot wrestler-turned-mayor  
may have dwarfed the centenarian in 
height, but not in ability. The mayor 
asked the honoree, “The other day you 
had your log splitter taken apart and 
were putting a new engine on it?” Jones 
nodded. Jacobs responded with a laugh, 
“I can’t do that now!”

Matt Durante, pastor, shared a fitting 
verse in honor of the veterans present, 
“There is no greater love than to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friend,” John 15:13. 
He closed that portion of the service with 
a prayer of dedication for those who have 
served and for the elected officials.

All three local television news stations 
were on hand to capture the event, and 
featured Jones in their broadcasts. Jones 
said of the day, “It was unbelievable. I 
could never have thought I would be 
standing on a stage with our congress-
man and our big mayor.”

Jones will celebrate his 102nd birthday 
on March 20, 2024.

Jenson Retires from ABC Ministry

After more than 25 years of ABC 
leadership, Russ Jenson is retiring. 
For the past 18 years, Jenson has 

served in the Georgia-Cumberland Confer-
ence, most recently as ABC manager, over-
seeing the Collegedale, Tenn., and Decatur, 
Ga., locations as well as the bookmobile. 
In addition to serving in ABC’s, Jenson has 
served ADRA in the Franco-Haitian Union 
Mission and as a pastor.

“We are especially grateful for the ma-
ny contributions that the ministry team 
of Russ and Crystal Jenson have made to 
the Georgia-Cumberland Conference,” 

says Kurt Allen, Georgia-Cumberland 
vice president for finance.

Growing up in a missionary family, 
ministry has always been important to 
Jenson. His time serving with ADRA 
also helped him learn and appreciate the 
business side of ministry, he said.

But, what brings Jenson the great-
est joy is connecting with people, from 
those who come in stricken with grief 
from losing a family member, to people 
visiting Collegedale for any myriad of 
reasons, or those looking for something 
to grow their spiritual life.

Jenson recalls a time when a gentleman 
came into the store looking for books 
on prophecy. As Jenson talked with the 
man, he discovered the man had recent-
ly learned about the Sabbath and started 
visiting the Collegedale Church. Jenson 
was able to connect this man to a mem-
ber of the church who led him through a 
full set of Bible studies.

Over the years, Jenson has also re-
peatedly seen the ABC serve as a bridge 
between people who grew up in Ad-
ventist homes or had other Adventist 
connections, but did not attend church. 
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BY DIANE HOOKER, JASPER PERSONAL 
MINISTRIES CO-LEADER

Health Weekend Attendees 
Experience Answered Prayers 
and Mud Masks

The winds swirled with gusts up to 
55 mph and the rains were just as 
unpredictable. Much prayer was 

ascending for the healthy living empha-
sis weekend at Jasper, Tenn., Church. As 
the Sabbath began on Friday evening, a 
noticeable calm appeared. People start-
ed arriving at 5:30 p.m. for the first pre-
sentation; however, there was no sign of 
the speaker. Two of the church members 
started praying at the entryway and, upon 
opening their eyes, saw Walt Cross get 
out of his car. 

The blessing of how Cross linked 
healthful living to leading others to Jesus 
was beautifully presented. The preparation 
for the end times talks were timely also. 

Sunday, during the final presentation, 
43 people came to watch Cross demon-
strate hands-on natural remedies, includ-
ing a mud mask with sticky molasses; and 
a concoction he called “rocket fuel,” made 
from garlic, onions, lemon juice, and a 
few other ingredients. Those that tasted it 
say it shot their immune system into outer 
space! “Linda,” a local Lowe’s employee, 

was invited to attend by a church member, 
and said she really enjoyed Cross’ relaxed 
style and knowledge. Some who were not 
Adventist family members also attended, 
and they were full of smiles as they de-
parted with information on how to combat 

health challenges using items from their 
kitchen pantry. 

Russ Jenson, who most recently served 
as Georgia-Cumberland Conference 
ABC manager, retired after 43 years of 
ministry.
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BY NATHAN ZINNER

“You invariably meet people either 
here at the ABC in Collegedale or out 
on the bookmobile, who do not darken 
the door of an Adventist church. But, 
they have an Adventist background and 
they’re still coming to buy their Big 
Franks. We have a unique place to min-
ister,” exclaims Jensen.

While Jenson looks forward to having 
more time to conduct Bible studies along 
with his wife, Crystal, as well as visiting 
his daughter in Germany and brother in 
Brazil, the ministry of the Georgia-Cum-
berland Conference ABC will continue. 

David Haluska has accepted the invitation 
to become the new manager, transitioning 
from this same role in the British Colum-
bia Conference.

“David has a wealth of knowledge 
and experience in both publishing and 
ABC ministries,” said Allen. “He firmly 
believes in the sacred messages that are 
shared in our books.”

Barbara Thomas (left), and Holly Abrams experience mud masks during the 
Jasper, Tenn., Church’s health emphasis weekend with speaker Walt Cross. The 
weekend attracted several visitors who appreciated the relaxed style of presenta-
tions, and the way healthy living was linked with leading others to Jesus.



MARCH 2024  |  SOUTHERN TIDINGS    27

gulfstatesnews

Panama City Church Hosts “Let Us 
Adore Him” Concert

Each year Panama City Church 
in Panama City, Fla., hosts a tra-
ditional Christmas concert as an 

outreach event for its community. This 
year’s theme was “Let Us Adore Him.”

The concert was held December 8, 
2023, and attracted the community, fam-
ily, and guests, along with church mem-
bers, for a delightful concert of Christ-
mas music provided by the adults and 
children in the church.

Andreea Rac, adult choir director, 
shared, “We were super excited tonight. 
We had a great, successful Christmas 
concert, and we were able to bring in our 
community; enjoy God’s holy presence 
together; and enjoy the music, fellow-
ship, and refreshments with everybody. 
Praise the Lord for this event, and we 
praise the Lord because we’re able to 

bring in new people every single year, 
and make new friends, and connect with 
new people.”

Annie Martin, children’s choir di-
rector, beamed as she spoke about the 
children’s enthusiasm while singing, 
saying, “We had an amazing time of mu-
sic, fellowship, and fun singing about  
Jesus Christ and His birth. We have been 
practicing every week since October. It’s 
been fun. I love it! I was so proud of ev-
erybody, especially the kids. They did so 
good. They really did. They smiled and 
made me so happy!”

Sheila Martin, one of the choir mem-
bers, shared the impact of the concert, 
expressing, “We invited friends and fam-
ily to come. My boss of 43 years, who is 
Muslim, came tonight and sat with my 
mom, and I was so excited. He videoed 

the concert and was very impressed. And 
I have a friend, who I have known from 
work, and she said she’s looking for a 
home church, so I mailed her an invita-
tion and asked her to come. She and her 
husband came tonight, and I was so ex-
cited, and they plan to come back again.”

Understanding the power of the story 
of Jesus’ birth and of community events 
such as this, Eddy Nunez, pastor, smiled 
as he said, “We couldn’t be happier for 
the opportunity to have our community 
here in our church worshiping together. 
It was a night that we will remember for 
years to come. We are very excited for 
the opportunity to adore our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.”

BY COMMUNICATION TEAM

Panama City concert
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Elders, Deacons, Deaconesses 
Gather to Learn How to Build 
Bridges to Those in Need

Gulf States Conference hosted 
the annual elders, deacons, and 
deaconesses retreat from De-

cember 8 to 10, 2023, with the theme, 
“Evangelism: Life of the Church.” Josh 
Murillo, Conference ministerial director, 
explained the spiritual growth the attend-
ees experienced during the weekend, 
saying, “Here we are at Camp Alamisco 
having a great time, enjoying cool, beau-
tiful weather. We are happy to report we 
have over 100 people — elders, deacons, 
deaconesses — who registered to attend 
this training event that serves as an inspi-
ration and provides the tools for them to 
serve at a local church.” 

Murillo continued, “The guest speak-
er for the weekend, Richie Halversen, 
Southern Union church growth director, 
talked about rebuilding — rebuilding our 
churches and rebuilding our faith.

“The first night Halversen talked about 
rebuilding during difficult times. He uti-
lized the story of Nehemiah and the chal-
lenges he faced. He made a beautiful com-
parison between Nehemiah and Jesus.  
On the following day he focused on how 
Jesus built the church and repaired peo-
ple’s hearts, and how we are called to 
do the same for guests who come to our 
churches, as well as for members. We 
are very excited to be part of this. This is 
such a blessing.”

The event was impactful for those who 
attended. Samuel Cardoso, local church 
pastor, expressed, “The blessing to be 
here is that the elders’ retreat gives us the 
possibility to re-evaluate our mindset, 
the way we do things, and the way we 
have done things in the past. [It gives us] 
the right approach for today — the reali-
ty that we have in the church.”

Similarly, local church member,  
William Mann, from Coleman, Ala., also 
shared the blessing of the event saying, 
“It’s been amazing. So far, we have been 
able to talk to other deacons and elders. 
The fellowship we have here is simply 
amazing. To meet people from so ma-
ny different walks of life and aspects of 
life, and to all have the same goal — to 
all have the same light at the end of the 
tunnel that we’re looking to see — it’s 
spectacular to see. Helping with the prep 
and doing things and getting ready for 
the people — everyone is so humble, so 
forthcoming, and just here to help one 
another and to learn and to move forward 
with God.”

Understanding the importance of 
equipping local church leaders to min-
ister to their local communities, Martin 
Fancher, Conference executive secre-
tary, said, “What a privilege to be here at 
Camp Alamisco for the elders, deacons, 
and deaconesses’ leadership retreat. El-

der Richie Halversen has been bringing 
the fire. The Holy Spirit is obviously 
present as we look at the topic of going 
into our community — going into the ar-
eas in which we live, in which we work, 
and sharing and showing the love of 
Jesus in a tangible way, [answering the 
question] ‘How do we build bridges to 
those who need Jesus?’ That’s the goal, 
and I think we are succeeding this week-
end in finding and learning new ways to 
be better leaders in God’s Church.

Brian Danese, Conference president, 
echoed Martin’s sentiments, “It’s been 
a great time here at the elders’ retreat. 
Richie has done a great job just talking 
about how to practically grow your 
church. I hope everyone will plan on 
joining us next year. The theme next year 
will be about how to manage conflict in 
your church.”

BY COMMUNICATION TEAM
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Digital Church Celebrates One 
Year of Worshipping Together

This past December, the Digital 
Church is celebrating one year of 
worshiping together. Founded with 

the purpose to share the everlasting Gos-
pel in a new and expanding digital soci-
ety, the Digital Church has hosted local 
meet-togethers throughout the Confer-
ence, provided an environment for young 
people to praise the Lord together, and 
created an online community. It has also 
provided the opportunity for various peo-
ple in the Conference to tell God’s story.

Brian Danese, president of the Gulf 
States Conference, expressed, “We’re 
so thankful that the Digital Church cel-
ebrates one year of worshiping togeth-
er. What an amazing time all across our 
Conference.

We’ve gotten reports of families gath-
ering together on Friday evenings to 
worship [and] to be a part of it. The Dig-
ital Church has helped lead out in meet 
togethers throughout our Conference. 
What an amazing year it’s been for the 
Digital Church. I know that God is going 
to continue to lead in 2024.”

Marcelo Mansur, pastor of the Digital 
Church, continued the sentiment, saying, 
“2024 will be an exciting year, but every  
year is an exciting year when Jesus is 
ahead of you, because you know that when  
God is for you, who can be against you?”

Marcelo invited members of the Gulf 
States Conference, saying, “So, 2024 is 
a year for the Digital Church to really 
become your online community. Please 

turn on your notifications so you’ll know 
when Digital Church is coming on. Be a 
part of it.”

There are many ways to become active 
in the Digital Church community. Mansur 
explains that you can, “Leave your com-
ments, wherever you’re watching from. 
Send us your questions. We would love to 
hear from you and to create a strong bond 
— a strong community in the year 2024.

Because we know that when we gath-
er and pray together, there is power, and 
we cannot wait to see what the Lord will 
do through the Digital Church. So come 
along; we can’t wait to see you there!”

BY COMMUNICATION TEAM
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Kevin Burk (left), pastor, and Kevin 
Elkins pose together for a photo. 
According to Burk, Elkins has become 
an integral part of the Stanton Church, 
and has opened doors to reach those 
struggling with substance abuse. 
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Kevin Elkins shares his testimony with 
the Stanton Church. For many years, 
Elkins struggled with drug abuse but 
found a different life when he started 
studying the Bible. 
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Breaking Chains: Member 
Shares Testimony of Callings, 
Recovery, Faith

Throughout his life, Kevin Elkins 
viewed drug use as the norm. He 
started smoking pot at the age of 

9 and escalated to harder substances by 
the time he graduated from high school. 
For an extended period, he labeled him-
self as a functional drug user; outwardly, 
his struggles with drugs remained hidden 
from those around him. 

Elkins thought he was living the best 
life, even when his drug use put him in 
life-threatening situations multiple times 
— including a time when he was left on 
life support for four days. Deep inside, 
however, he knew something was miss-
ing. He especially felt this eight years 
ago when his older brother passed away. 

“My brother was my best friend,” said 
Elkins. “I remember being so lost after 
he was gone. I had a needle in my arm 
and a gun in my mouth. I was not excited 
to live anymore. This is when God start-
ed getting my attention.” 

Elkins tried leaving the world of drugs 
behind, but as he did, his friends started 
offering him free drugs. Despite his efforts 
to quit, Elkins would often relapse into old 
habits. Then, he started having heart com-
plications and was told by doctors that his 
life was at risk. This was the second time 
Elkins felt God trying to get his attention. 

“I realized I did not want to die,” said 
Elkins. “More importantly, I realized God 
was telling me to go to Him first. If I went 
to Him, He would take care of the rest.” 

So, Elkins got a Bible and started div-
ing deep into its pages. Through his stud-
ies, he learned about Jesus’ sacrifice on 
the cross and God’s gift of salvation. He 
also learned about the Sabbath and began 
searching for churches that observed it, 
though with little success. On more than 

one occasion, local churches turned him 
away when their responses failed to sat-
isfy his questions. 

However, Elkins did not want to give 
up and, instead, asked his cousin to bap-
tize him. In September of 2022, Elkins 
was baptized in a swimming hole behind 
his home in Kentucky. 

“From that moment, God took 
away my drug addiction,” said Elkins. 
“Though I still faced temptations, I could 
no longer be around drugs or be associat-
ed with them. When God said He would 
take care of the rest, He did — He re-
moved drugs from my life.”

During this time, Elkins also came 
across a sermon by Doug Batchelor, 
pastor, and signed up for Bible stud-
ies with Amazing Facts. He received a 
call on July 7, 2023, from Kevin Burk, 
pastor for the Winchester and Stanton 
churches in Kentucky. 

“I had been contacted by Amazing 
Facts about this person in my area who 
had completed their Bible studies,” said 

Burk. “When I finally got in touch with 
[Elkins] he was so excited. He kept on 
saying how he had discovered something 
so beautiful in the Adventist message that 
he just couldn’t stop talking about it.” 

Since then, Elkins has been attending 
the Stanton, Ky., Church — a church 
plant that emerged just as he had begun 
praying for a church family. According 
to Burk, Elkins has become an integral 
member, actively participating in commu-
nity service projects and facilitating min-
istry outreach to those dealing with sub-
stance abuse. Elkins continues his Bible 
study with the Stanton Church and plans 
to get rebaptized in March of 2024. 

“I hated myself for a long time,” said 
Elkins. “But, now I roll out of bed every 
morning and I praise God for the joy he’s 
brought in my life and into my heart. I was 
dead inside, and He resurrected me.” 

BY PAOLA MORA ZEPEDA
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Memphis Churches Raise More than 
$20,000 for MAA’s Music Program

Ten Memphis, Tenn., churches from 
Kentucky-Tennessee Conference 
and South Central Conference, 

alongside one Mississippi church from 
he Gulf States Conference, united in a 
fundraising concert at the Longview, 
Tenn., Church on January 6, 2024. The 
event aimed to support Memphis Adven-
tist Academy (MAA), and successfully 
raised $22,665 to enhance the school’s 
music program.

The concert became a vibrant blend 
of musical diversity, with participating 
churches and MAA’s choir contributing 
two songs each. The repertoire spanned 
English, Spanish, and Kinyarwanda, the 
native language of Rwanda. 

“It is a beautiful thing, just working with 
all the churches,” said Fabian Reid, MAA 
principal. “I can tell you, all the churches 
put their heart and soul into making [the 
concert] happen. They are united in ensur-
ing the success of the school.” 

Beyond the musical display, the fund-
raising event had a profound purpose — 
to revamp the school’s music program. 
The $22,665 raised will be allocated 
toward acquiring new instruments and 

providing well-deserved compensation 
for the music teacher. According to Reid, 
MAA wants to prepare the musicians of 
tomorrow who will praise God. 

Benjamin Jones, South Central Con-
ference president, said he is proud of all 
these churches for coming together to 
support their local academy. MAA is one 
of the few schools in the division jointly 
administered by two conferences. 

“The single most important thing that 
we can do as collective churches is to 
save our children,” said Jones. “The most 
effective, consistent evangelistic tool is 
Adventist education. This concert not on-
ly resonates across diverse cultures and 
churches, but also serves as a foundation 
for future collaborative endeavors.”

Steve Haley, Kentucky-Tennessee 
Conferrence president, also emphasized 
the pivotal role that local churches play 
in sustaining their local educational Ad-
ventist institutions.

“Our school’s existence is not possible 
without the support and investment of lo-
cal churches,” said Haley. “Our churches 
are the lifeblood for our schools .... The 
celebration of the MAA concert demon-
strated that although each of us come 
from different backgrounds, when God’s 
people come together in worship, and for 
the worthy purpose of supporting a com-
mon vision in mission and ministry, great 
things happen!”

BY PAOLA MORA ZEPEDA

The Longview Heights Church choir 
takes the stage. By the end of the con-
cert, MAA raised $22,665.
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A quintet from Aliento de Vida Church 
play a traditional Christian Spanish 
folkloric piece. During the concert, 
three languages were represented. 
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Concert attendees join in praise during 
the MAA concert. Eleven churches from 
the Kentucky-Tennessee, South Central, 
and Gulf States Conferences came to 
support the school’s fundraiser. 
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The MAA choir sings “Awesome God,” 
led by their music teacher, Carlos Ortiz. 
The money raised during the concert will 
be used to support the school’s music 
program. 
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Atlanta Berean Church 
Celebrates 120 Years

Berean Church in Atlanta, Ga., cel-
ebrated the past, present, and fu-
ture during its 120th anniversary 

observance and homecoming.
The theme, “Celebrating God’s Faith-

fulness,” permeated the day, featuring the 
return of past leadership, former mem-
bers from throughout the decades, current 
members, and visitors, some of whom on-
ly had worshipped with Berean virtually. 

About a thousand or so attendees con-
tinued across the street for an elegant 
lunch in the gym and hallways of Berean 
Christian Junior Academy and Greater 
Atlanta Adventist Academy, and were of-
fered American or Caribbean menus. 

More than 2,500 persons packed the 
sanctuary, balcony, fellowship hall, 
chapel, and other overthrow areas to be 
able to experience Sabbath School and 
worship service in person, while several 
thousand more watched on the church’s 
YouTube channel.

The speaker for the day was Carlton 
P. Byrd, D.Min., president for the South-
west Region Conference. Byrd served 
as the senior pastor of Berean from 
2006 to 2012. Recording artist Jonathan  
Nelson was the featured singer, assisted 
by Berean’s mass choir.

Former pastors William L. Winston 
(2000-2006, 2018), South Atlantic Con-
ference president emeritus; Richard 
Long Sr. (1993-1998); and Linwood 
Stone (associate from 2006 to 2011) also 
returned as program participants. 

Serving as the current pastoral staff are 
Sherwin Jack, D.Min., senior pastor; and as-
sociate pastors Gregory Saunders, Marvin  
G. Clarke Sr., and James Lamb, Ph.D.

Berean was organized into a company in 
1903 in the Georgia Conference territory, 
and met in homes. William Henry Sebastian  
became the first pastor in 1906, the same 
year G.E. Peters organized the first mission 

school for black students in Atlanta, which 
is now Berean Christian Junior Acade-
my (the oldest African-American private 
school in Atlanta). The members and their 
visitors met in the pastor’s home until 
the first building was bought. Located on 
Greensferry Avenue, the building was ded-
icated on February 6, 1909, and named the 
Second Seventh-day Adventist Church. It 
was renamed Berean under the leadership 
of A.B. Storey, who pastored from 1934 

to 1935. Other notable pastors of Berean 
are H.L. Cleveland, Dunbar Henri, Walter 
Pearson, and E.C. Ward.

Berean has been located on Greens-
ferry Avenue (1909-1929), Ashby Street 
(1929-1961), Hightower Road (1962-
2000), and Hamilton E. Holmes Drive 
(2001-present). 

BY LESSIE SCURRY

Carlton P. Byrd, D.Min., president for the Southwest Region Conference and for-
mer Berean pastor, preached for the worship service.

More than 2,500 members, past and current, along with guests and friends, cele-
brated the occasion.
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Charlotte Berean Church 
Celebrates 105 Years

Charlotte Berean Church in Char-
lotte, N.C., celebrated its 105 
years of dedicated service to God 

and the surrounding community. David 
A. Smith, South Atlantic executive vice 
president and former pastor of Berean, 
was the featured speaker.

The celebration was focused on the 
theme, “Still Standing.”

Special recognition was given to the 
members of the technology team for 
their service, especially in navigating the 
church during the pandemic. 

In honor of the past, recognition was 
also given to members 90 years and 
older. They were Trulla Kemp, Mary  
Martin, Janet Simpson, Mae Brown, 
Margaret Johnson, and David Carter.

The mission of Charlotte Berean is to 
make disciples of Christ throughout the 
Charlotte area. Looking to the future of 
Charlotte Berean, Kevin Rogers, current 
pastor, along with his members, has set 
soul-winning as a priority. Rogers has 
identified four areas to accomplish the 
church’s goals: receiving the Holy Spirit, 

lifestyle evangelism, multi-generational 
ministry, and capital projects.

In 1918, William White, a colporteur, 
canvased the Charlotte area. Supported 
by Carolina Conference, G. E. Peters, as-
sisted by J. F. Crichlow, conducted a tent 

effort on East Boundary Street, and 220 
persons were baptized.  

Crichlow remained the pastor, and 
under his leadership, property was pur-
chased on the corner of Caldwell and 
Hill Street for the new church site. In the 
spring of 1920, Charlotte Berean Church 
members walked into their new home.  

In February 1964, under the leadership 
of L. R. Hasting Sr., Charlotte Berean 
moved into its current location at 1801 
Double Oaks Road.

Charlotte Berean is known as the 
“Mother Church,” for from this church, 
six other Adventist churches were formed.

In 1933, the church members established 
their school, Berean Junior Academy, 
which is still serving the community today. 

Some of the notable pastors of the 
past are J. Malcolm Phipps, F.W. Parker,  
Ralph Franklin, R.C. Connor, Richard 
Long, Melvin Preston, D.M. Jones, and 
Godwin Mitchell.

BY CHRISTINE FRASER

Kevin Rogers, Berean pastor, presents 
Margaret Johnson a certificate for be-
ing one of the six members of Berean 
who are 90 years old and over.
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Pictured are Charlotte Berean’s technology team: Scott Fraction (left), Andy Wallace, Jarius James, Chris Anderson, Phyllis 
Hayden, and Tony Anderson, with Kevin Rogers, Berean pastor.  
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Leacroft Green, M.D., was the guest 
speaker for the Community Services 
Sabbath celebration. 

Mt. Olive Hosts Weekend Filled 
with Community Service, Hope

On a picturesque Sabbath day, 
October 21, 2023, Mt. Olive 
Worship and Education Cen-

ter celebrated Community Service Day, 
a cherished tradition that embodies the 
spirit of giving back to the community. 
The department is led by Olive Gray, 
community services director, who has 
held the role for more than 15 years. 

The day commenced with a warm wel-
come from Carl E. Ware, Mt. Olive pas-
tor, reaching both the sanctuary’s attend-
ees and a global audience through the 
church’s digital platforms. At the time of 
writing this article, the community ser-
vice event garnered more than 600 views 
on Mt. Olive’s YouTube page.

The highlight of the day was the in-
spiring sermon delivered by Leacroft 
Green, M.D. His words resonated with 
the congregation, emphasizing the im-
portance of compassion and unity. To the 
delight of the attendees, Green shared 

his melodious singing voice, filling the 
sanctuary with hymns of hope, praise, 
and gratitude.

The community service event did 
not conclude on Sabbath. On Sunday, a 
heartwarming collaboration took place 
between the Hope Channel Network and 
Gray, as well as Lenworth Gray, elder. 
The Hope Channel Network extended 
their outreach by donating toiletries and 
other items to those in need. The toilet-
ries were not just physical items but sym-
bols of care and solidarity. Gray noted, 
“Hope Channel had an upcoming event 
scheduled for that weekend in central 
Florida. They called Southeastern Con-
ference to recommend a church for them 
to partner with, and Southeastern named 
Mt. Olive Church.”

“Mr. Ronnie Mills contacted me stat-
ing they would like to partner with us in 

our outreach. Their donated items will be 
distributed during our next distribution 
date,” added Gray. 

The weekend at Mt. Olive Worship 
and Education Center was more than 
just a gathering; it was a celebration of 
unity and service. Through the words of 
Leacroft Green, and the selfless efforts of 
the congregation, the community was re-
minded of the importance of giving back 
and the strength that lies within working 
together for a brighter future. 

It was a weekend that left a lasting im-
pression, where service and hope inter-
sected, proving once again that the Mt. 
Olive community is a beacon of compas-
sion and solidarity.

BY CLAUDINE TOMLINSON-BURNEY

The Hope Channel Network extended their outreach by donating toiletries and 
other items to those in need. Pictured are Ernestine and Mark Finley (left), Olive 
and Lenworth Gray, and Derek Morris.
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Deacon on Wheels Works, 
Witnesses for the Lord

K eyroy Barnes is a deacon on 
wheels working for the Lord. He 
faithfully serves and functions as 

an ordained deacon at Mt. Sinai Church 
in Orlando, Fla. Through life-changing 
circumstances, Barnes has lived with 
limited mobility causing him to be in 
and out of a wheelchair for the past 27 
years. During a conversation, Barnes 
shared that at the onset of his disability, 
he found it challenging to adapt to his 
new reality. Barnes said, “I worshiped 
from home and was absent from church 
because I did not want people to see 
me in a wheelchair.” A caring and con-
cerned friend visited Barnes at his home 
several times and encouraged him to 
come back to church, and he did. 

Upon returning to the church, Barnes 
was asked to serve as a deacon, and he 
accepted. Within and outside the church, 
Barnes dutifully carries out the respon-
sibilities of a deacon. Barnes has not let 
his disability stop him from doing the 
work of the Lord. He is a greeter who 
welcomes worshippers at the door on 
Sabbath, participates in worship services 
by collecting the offering, serves com-
munion, and more.

Barnes’ acts of service and ministry 
extend beyond the church walls. Re-
membering how he felt when visited at 
home, he sees the sick and shut-in, and 
encourages them through songs and Bi-
ble studies. Barnes’ involvement in the 
work of the Lord attests that there are 
numerous roles in ministry in which a 
person with a disability can be invited or 
volunteer to participate, which adds val-
ue to advancing and spreading the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ.

The church is an ideal environment 
and community for inclusion and spiri-
tual support for individuals with disabil-
ities. The mission of North American 

Division (NAD) Disabilities Ministries, 
also adopted by local churches, is to en-
sure accessibility, accommodation, and 
encouragement for persons with disabil-
ities, and to educate church members on 
ways to involve individuals in programs 
to meet their spiritual needs. Barnes has 
been instrumental in increasing aware-
ness about being actively involved in 
church activities and suggesting how 
to enhance access and accommodations 

for people with disabilities. The World 
Church realizes the importance of dis-
abilities ministries, and urges congre-
gations to have a disabilities ministries 
coordinator leader who promotes and 
facilitates a warm, welcoming, and in-
clusive worship experience for all.

BY JENNIFER R. SANKEY, PH.D.

Keyroy Barnes is an ordained deacon at 
Mt. Sinai Church in Orlando, Fla.
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Southern’s Chemistry Department 
Collaborates with McKee Foods

In late September of the 2023-24 school 
year, McKee Foods Corporation con-
tacted Southern Adventist University’s 

Chemistry Department for a potential 
collaboration. Southern’s chemistry lab 
has some equipment and instrumenta-
tion that McKee Foods does not have, 
according to Bruce Schilling, Ph.D., 
chemistry professor. “We had them come 
over and tour the Chemistry Depart-
ment, and some of us went over there 
and toured the analysis laboratories at  
McKee Foods,” said Schilling.

Jared Freeman, an analytical chemist 
at McKee Foods and alum of South-
ern, said the equipment at Southern can 
help them troubleshoot and find issues. 
“The instrumentation that Southern has 
is incredibly helpful for troubleshooting; 
that’s the big thing,” he said. “We have 
an issue, we don’t know why, and we can 
take it over here [Southern].” 

Brent Hamstra, Ph.D., professor and 
chair of Southern’s Chemistry Depart-
ment, feels that this collaboration with 

McKee Foods is a great opportunity for 
students to see how chemistry works 
in the real world. Hamstra shares that 
chemistry students sometimes have a 
hard time realizing that a chemistry de-
gree is beneficial for a lot of jobs; go-
ing into medicine is not the only option. 
Hamstra believes that students hearing 
about chemists from McKee Foods using 
Southern’s instrumentation for real-life 
problems will help open their eyes to 
more options. 

For a number of years, McKee Foods 
has offered an internship to a chemistry 
major each year. Jared Freeman was the 
first chemistry major from Southern to 
intern at McKee Foods before he grad-
uated in 2023, and Nathan Dickerhoff, 
senior chemistry major, is currently in-
terning at McKee Foods. Hamstra shares 
that the interns have had great opportuni-
ties to see how chemistry can be applied 
off-campus and used to solve problems 
outside of the classroom. This also gives 
students the awareness that there are jobs 

available after graduation, which is im-
portant to the students, said Hamstra. 

McKee Foods has visited Southern’s 
chemistry lab several times to test and re-
ceive data, shares Freeman. He says that 
since Southern has several professors with 
doctoral degrees, there is a lot of knowl-
edge combined when McKee Foods chem-
ists come to the Southern chemistry lab.

Southern’s Chemistry Department and 
McKee Foods have talked about the po-
tential for students to take a field trip to 
the McKee Foods labs next year to learn 
more about how chemists work in the 
field. Both Southern’s Chemistry Depart-
ment and McKee Foods have expressed 
that they want to continue the collabora-
tion in the future because it is a benefit 
to both sides. “We want to benefit the 
department because they have been a big 
benefit to us,” said Freeman.

BY ALEXIS DEWEY, JUNIOR MASS 
COMMUNICATION MAJOR

Jared Freeman (right), an analytical chemist for McKee 
Foods, speaks to students at Southern’s Chemistry Depart-
ment convocation in January, along with Chris Johnson (left), 
leader of the analytical chemistry lab at McKee Foods. 
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Chemists from McKee Foods visit a lab in Southern’s 
Chemistry Department where they can use equipment to 
troubleshoot. 
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ASHLOCK, JAMES W. (Jim), 91, born Oct. 9, 1931, in Poona, India, to Frank and Marcella Ashlock, died July 25, 
2023, in Collegedale, TN. He grew up in Assam, India, to the age of 15, and became fluent in the Khasi language. 
Then the family returned to America, where he married Betty Lou Pruitt. Very soon after starting college, he 
was drafted and sent to Korea where he spent two years in the U.S. Army as a medic. Upon returning to the U.S., 
he attended and graduated from Pacific Union College. He obtained a doctoral degree in education administra-
tion at Oregon State University. Jim and Betty returned to India. They spent many years there while Jim taught 
at Spicer College. When they returned to the U.S., he taught high school in Sacramento, CA. He had a hobby of 
restoring (and building) cars and was very able in building beautiful wood objects as well.  When Pacific Press 
Publishing moved from California to Idaho, the head of the press, Gene Stiles, called him to assist in making 
that happen. After several heavy winters in Idaho, he was happy to move back South as director of Alumni at 
Southern Missionary College (now Southern Adventist University), where he worked for 10 years. He retired in 
Collegedale, TN. He is survived by his wife, Ruth Howard Brass, whom he married upon the death of his first 
wife; three sons: Bill (Jane), Richard (Marina), and Howard (Patsy); four grandchildren; and many friends.

AULT, GARY M., 82, born May 21, 1940, in Council Bluffs, Iowa, passed away from Alzheimer’s on December 
31, 2022. He had two brothers; one older, Norman, and one younger, Dar-rell, he was the last of his family 
to pass away.His father, being a plumber, had a hard time in the winter, so the family moved to California in 
1950. The family joined the Seventh-day Adventist Church in 1958, and moved to LaSierra, CA, where Gary 
worked at Loma Linda Foods. There is where he met his wife, Carolyn Kamberg. Two years later they were 
married in the LaSierra College Church on June 26, 1960. They had three children: Jeanie Tiffany, Karen 
Seiden, and Richard Ault; seven grandchildren; and 11 great-grandchildren.
After he worked with students to help them pay for their school cost: Harris Pine Mills, Monterey Bay Acad-
emy wood mill and laundry assistant manager; San Pasqual Academy laundry manager; and book bindery 
at Pacific Union College and Shenandoah Academy. Then he went to Nosoca Pines Ranch to be a ranger. He 
found Morganton, NC. He moved there in 1988 to work for Brackett Brothers Lumber as the wood treatment 
operator for 10-12 years. In his retirement years he ran the community thrift shop, also an elder, greeter, and 
family ministries. Gary and Carolyn were married 62 years and lived in Morganton, NC, for 34 years.

GROVE, HOMER NELSON, 93, born February 17, 1930, passed December 13, 2023. Homer dedicated his life 
and career to healthcare administration for 47 years, from 1955 to 2002, with Florida Hospital (now Adven-
tHealth). Starting as an orderly on floors, promoted to director of nursing, he had an RN and BSNE degree), 
the director of public relations and promoted to assistant administrator working 25 years with Don Welch 
growing Florida Hospital adding services, heliport, and expanding to include other locations. The first was 
Florida Hospital North (now Altamonte AdventHealth) and was elected to supervise the building and es-
tablishment. Next to join was Apopka Florida Hospital where he served as administrator in the beginning. 
This was the start of Adventist Health Systems (Sunbelt). He served as administrator (CEO) of Madison, TN, 
Hospital, and was called back to Orlando to start the first hospital (developing with IBM) Computer Science 
Department, incorporating employee salaries, and printing the first checks (prior to this Florida Hospital paid 
their employees in cash every two weeks). It is still growing yearly.  He was asked to relieve the CEO of Hong 
Kong hospitals for three months and to elevate the community to better understand what an SDA hospital 
provided. He got a short spot on the morning TV news broadcast to do this every day. To reach the communi-
ty he wrote his daily speech then had the bilingual director of nursing translate to Mandarin and phonetically 

teach him daily to present in language the area could understand. It changed the image of the hospital in a positive way and brought 
doctors to staff. The two hospitals in Hong Kong have grown and serve the medical and spiritual knowledge to thousands of the area 
even though the free Chinese hospitals are all around.  Homer served as a board member to many institutions, some of which were 
Florida Hospital, Adventist Health Systems, Southern Union, SMC (now known as Southern Adventist University) and many more. The 
community support for Florida Hospital led him to accept membership in Orlando City Council.  He was a friend and counselor to his 
fellow workers and spread his help and support with a positive attitude to all he met at work and with those who knew him personally.  
His friend and former president of AdventHealth that Homer had the privilege of working with sent this note read at the graveside: 
“He was a blessing to many people and had a positive impact on AdventHealth. His personality was a real asset to bring the mission 
to life. AdventHealth wouldn’t be what it is today without Homer’s early contributions. Thankfully, we know we will see him again in 
the world made new.”  He is survived by his wife, Connie, whom he met at Kingsway College in Canada and was married to for 68 
1/2 years; his 103-year-sister, Helen Maneval; many loved nieces; and nephews.

JENNINGS, PASTOR PERRY LEE, 85, born August 23, 1938, to Benjamin F. Jennings and Erma L. (Wright) Jen-
nings in Fort Worth, TX, died November 9, 2023. At seven, Perry and his mother moved to Los Angeles, CA, 
and later to Berkeley, CA, where he attended Golden Gate Academy and later graduated from Berkeley High 
School. His early years were filled with instability due to his parents divorcing and remarrying, and many other 
changes and challenges in his living situations. He learned to be good with his hands by doing odd handyman 
jobs and learned auto mechanics while working at a used car lot.  He joined the United States Air Force in 1957, 
where he served as a radar and electronics technician. He was stationed in Japan and at Mount Tamalpais, just 
north of San Francisco, CA. He was an avid exercise enthusiast in the early 1960s, and often spent time testing 
his physical abilities and working out. Most notably was his love of electronics, and it wasn’t uncommon to 
see him, in later years, with a camera around his neck, ready to capture life’s moments.  In 1960, he moved to 
Sacramento, CA, where he met Betty Jean Austin, while he was visiting some friends at Capitol City Church. 
While he “tried” to impress her with his muscles, she told him that she would only date a college-educated 
man. This prompted Perry to enroll in Sacramento City College, where he focused on physical therapy. They 
were married on October 7, 1962.  Perry became very active in serving at Capitol City Church. He was a deacon, a Missionary Volunteer 
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leader, a colporteur, and even led Bible studies. In 1965, while attending a constituency meeting at Pacific Union College, he felt the 
call to ministry. While ministry was not an ideal originally shared by his wife, she knew she would follow him anywhere. Following his 
conviction, Perry attended PUC the next year, and later attended Oakwood College (now Oakwood University) where in his senior 
year, he was elected to serve as class president. After earning his Bachelor of Arts degree in theology from Oakwood, he went on to 
attend Andrews University. He later attended Ashland Theological Seminary in Ashland, Ohio, and graduated with a Master’s degree 
in pastoral counseling. He also studied clinical pastoral education (CPE) at Cleveland Clinic in Cleveland, OH. Perry pastored various 
Seventh-day Adventist congregations during his career. During his last year at Oakwood College, he accepted the call as interim pas-
tor for South Central Conference, in the Greenville/Greenwood district in Mississippi. Upon graduation from Oakwood, he accepted 
the call to be a full-time pastor in the Central States Conference. While there, he pastored in Kinlock and Kirkwood, MO, Bethel Church 
in Kansas City, KS, and Sharon Church in Omaha, NE. He also felt a deep calling for evangelism, and through evangelistic efforts, God 
grew the churches in his districts. This allowed him to form additional churches within the cities. While in Central States Conference, 
he formed Maranatha Church in Kansas City, KS, and Bethesda Church in Omaha, NE.  In 1978, he accepted a call to the Washington 
Conference to pastor Spruce Street Church (now Emerald City Community Church) in Seattle, WA. Again, being blessed through 
evangelism, he formed another church in the area, Maranatha Church in Seattle, WA. On December 31, 1979, he accepted the call to 
pastor in the Allegheny West Conference. In the Allegheny West Conference, he pastored in the Danville/South Boston, VA, district; 
the Hillcrest/Uniontown, PA, district; Maranatha Church in Cincinnati, OH (also formed Emmanuel Church in Cincinnati); Bethel Church 
in Cleveland, OH (also formed Maranatha Church in Cleveland); Temple Emmanuel Church in Youngstown, OH; Parkwood Church in 
Toledo, OH; Berea Church in Charleston, WV; Shiloh Church in Huntington, WV; and Beckley Church in Beckley, WV. While in the Al-
legheny West Conference, Perry also joined the Civil Air Patrol, an auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, as a volunteer chaplain. He became 
a pilot and joined in on search and rescue missions. He was a member for more than 40 years and earned the rank of captain.  In his 
passion for evangelism, Perry led evangelistic crusades across the United States and in Alaska, South Africa, Panama, and India. He 
worked with the international ministry, Amazing Facts, and held evangelistic meetings in Poland and Indonesia. He was among the top 
evangelists in the Adventist church, and he mentored several young men in ministry.  After retirement, he served as an interim pastor 
at churches in North Carolina and South Carolina, and at New Jerusalem Church in Douglasville, GA. He also served as a chaplain at 
Well-Star Douglasville Medical Center and the Adventist Health System in Smyrna, Georgia. He had a passion for reading and had a 
personal library of more than 5,000 books. He enjoyed walking in the rain. He loved meeting people.  Perry and Betty had five chil-
dren: Kevin, Leonard, Andre, Kimi, and Christopher. He was also a son, brother, and “Uncle Perry” to many, whether they were related 
was of no consequence to him, “Uncle Perry” was always ready and available to give wise counsel and a book recommendation to 
all who sought a deeper understanding of some of life’s most challenging concepts. From him comes a continued legacy in the form 
of grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.  He leaves his wife of 61 years, Betty Jean (Austin) Jennings; his children: Kevin (Belinda), 
Leonard, Kimi, and Christopher (Takia); his grandchildren: Kevin II (Leah), Pierre (Jasamine), Kiara (Cornell), Hannah (Patrick), Larry, 
Jordan, Sydney, Kamari, Luciano, Aniya, Darryn, Drew, Zoe, and Grace; six great-grandchildren; his siblings: Marchelle Hill and Peter 
(Yvette) Wilson; nieces; nephews; cousins; extended family; and friends. He was preceded in death by his grandparents, parents, and 
his son, Andre Jennings. The joy of the Lord meant everything to Perry. We will only know his joy again when Jesus returns, and one 
more time, Perry joyfully says, “That’s heavy!”

PETERSON, BEULAH ALTIZER, 90, born September 2, 1933, in Jewell Ridge, VA, died October 30, 2023, 
in Kennewick, WA. Beulah served the Inter-American Division of the Seventh-day Adventists Church as 
undertreasurer for many years in Miami, FL. 
She was active at the Miami Temple Church and was known for her warm hospitality for many traveling 
through Miami. She is survived by two sons: Robert and Richard; and two granddaughters: Chloe and 
Amanda. She is predeceased by her husband, Duane, in 2002; and her son, Randall, in 1993.

POWELL, FLOYD H., 87, born Sept. 30, 1935, to Jim and Effie (Craig) Powell in Gillette, FL, the youngest of 
their four children, died Aug. 16, 2023, in Chuckey, TN, surrounded by loving family members. He was drafted 
into the U.S. Army and proudly served as a non-combatant (conscientious objec-tor) and served a second 
tour of active duty. Floyd spent his entire full-time ministry in Florida Conference: pastoring at Orlando Cen-
tral, Hol-lywood, Tampa Southside, and Winter Garden churches. He joined the Trust Department, and with his 
strong work ethic, vision, and passion to serve, he eventually directed the department. He worked to develop 
a very successful team that trained and mentored the Trust Department leaders from all over the U.S.
He retired in 2001, after spending more than 30 successful and fruitful years in ministry. He then spent time 
with his children and their families, and shepherded more than a dozen churches for short term needs or 
longer transitions.
He is survived by his wife, Norma Jean Armstrong; one son, Kevin (Shelly) of Amity, AR; two daughters: 
Lorie (Mike) Saladino of Chuckey, TN, and Cathy (Mark) Gillis of Hot Springs, NC; one sister, Rosemary 
Gilmore of Sarasota, FL; 11 grandchildren; numerous nieces; and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents; and two older 
brothers: Wesley (Myrtle) and Bill (Delilah).  His family looks forward to the resurrection when Jesus returns and the blessed hope 
of being reunited with him again.
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SAULS, RICHARD LYNN, 90, a resident of The Gables of Fitchburg, born January 11, 1933, in a peanut-farm 
cottage 30 miles from Plains, GA, and lived in various places in the South until he graduated from Fayette-
ville, NC, High School, passed October 13, 2023.  He earned a B.A. in religion from Southern Missionary Col-
lege (now Southern Adventist University), an M.A. in English from Vanderbilt University, a Ph.D. in English 
from the University of Iowa, and completed post graduate work in journalism at Boston University. 
Lynn was a member of the College Church in South Lancaster, MA, has been an active member of the Ad-
ventist Church since his senior year in high school, has served as elder, has spoken in many churches, and 
with the help from his wife, Helen, his best critic, has written many published articles, devotions, and po-
ems, receiving several top awards from the Associated Church Press.  He had a 43-year career in education, 
first serving as an elementary and secondary teacher, and principal before teaching literature, journalism, 
and creative writing at several colleges and universities, including 17 years at Atlantic Union College in 

South Lancaster, MA, and at his alma mater Southern Adventist University. Lynn enjoyed watching beavers on Long Pond in Roy-
alston, MA, swimming in the Gulf of Mexico at Naples, FL, and reading books and traveling with his wife, Helen. He has enjoyed time 
with his family, associating with former colleagues and students, and lately with friends at the Gables of Fitchburg. 
He is survived by his son, Dr. Raymond (Cherri) Sauls of Ashby, MA; three grandchildren: Stephanie (Edward) Butler of Barnard, VT; 
Elizabeth Sauls of Ashby; and Jillian (Jason) Wailgum of Geneva, FL; and three great-grandchildren: Rayanne MacMillan of Ashby, 
and siblings Henry Butler and Simone Butler of Barnard, VT. Lynn was predeceased by his wife, Helen (Braat); his parents, Edgar 
Earl and Mary Craig Sauls; his stepfather, Samuel Christian; and his brothers: William Steven and Eddy Francis Sauls.
Recently, Lynn said the five best things that happened to him are 1) Giving his heart to Jesus when he was 12 years old; 2) Accepting 
the Adventist message when he was 17; 3) Attending Southern Missionary College; 4) Enjoying a 67-year marriage with his wife, 
Helen; and 5) Seeing their son grow up to make them proud. 

VOORHEIS, ALICE ROBERTSON, 97, of Ooltewah, TN, born Alice Genevieve Smith, in Brooklyn, NY, on 
September 11, 2026, passed Saturday, January 6, 2024.  Alice earned a Bachelor of Science degree in ele-
mentary education from Southern Missionary College (now Southern Adventist University) and a Master’s 
degree in educational leadership with an emphasis in the teaching of reading from Andrews University. She 
taught in several elementary schools in the Carolinas before becoming dean of girls at Mount Pisgah Acad-
emy in Candler, NC, she then served as associate superintendent of education for the Carolina Conference. 
She retired as superintendent of education and director of communication for the Gulf-States Conference 
in 1991. Being dedicated to education, she was a life-long learner with a passion for knowledge and the 
value that it brings to life.  Alice was a member of the Collegedale Church. For the last 30 years, she was an 
active volunteer with Adventist Heritage Ministries for which she served as its president for more than nine 
years. She traveled the United States promoting the importance of preserving historic properties and the 
history of the founding and early development of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Her deep passion was 
for people to meet Jesus, and she lived her life with a continuing desire to bring honor and glory to Him. 
Alice was a loving mother who cherished her family, and who’s arms and heart made room for countless young people and others, 
freely sharing her home, her resources, and her love. Alice was a devoted grama, grandma, and great-grandma, always making the 
extra effort to be with her grandchildren and great-grandchildren as often as possible wherever they were living throughout the years.
She is survived by her son, Pastor Philip (Kathie) Robertson; daughter, Janita (Pastor Dwight) Herod; step-daughter, Sharon A. 
(Sam) Kerr; step-son, Byron (Melodie) Voorheis; daughter-in-law, Judy Robertson; six grandchildren: Kent (Wendy) Robertson, 
Stephen (Jess) Robertson, Sebrina (Scott) MacDonald, Jodi (David) Steele, Courtney Herod, and step-grandson, Sam (Kim) Kerr; 
and nine great-grandchildren: Allison and Brandon Cammilleri, Seth and Caleb Robertson, Zach, Ryan, and Emma Robertson, Wil-
liam Steele, and Jackson Kerr; several precious nieces; and nephews. In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her 
first husband, O.L. (Leroy) Robertson; second husband, Arl V. Voorheis; her son, Willis Robertson; three sisters: Joan Smith, Fran-
ces Ryder, and Dorothy Erland; and two brothers: William Fields and Henry Smith. A Celebration of Life service was held Sunday, 
January 14, 2024, at 11 a.m., at Heritage Funeral Home with Pastor Philip Robertson and Pastor Dwight Herod officiating. Interment 
followed at Collegedale Memorial Park.

BRIDGETT, NOEL WILLIAM, 89, born No-
vember 21, 1933, in Content Retreat, St. 
Mary, Jamaica, died October 29, 2023, in 
Altamonte Springs, FL. Noel was one of 
five children born to the late George and 
Mary Bridgett. Noel was a dedicated el-
der and co-founder of the North Orlando 
Church, Orlando, FL. His early education 
began at the Retreat Primary School in 
St. Mary, Jamaica, where he developed an 
aptitude for mathematics. Noel eventually 
left St. Mary and traveled to Kingston, Ja-
maica, where he worked and continued his 
studies, eventually earning his Fellows of 
the Institute in Bookkeeping Diploma from 
the College of Arts, Science, and Technol-
ogy, now the University of Technology. 
Noel’s love for accounting eventually led 
him to Atlantic Union College in Massa-

chusetts, where he earned his Bachelor’s 
degree in accounting and business. Noel’s 
extensive employment history began in 
Jamaica from the mid-1950s to late 1960s, 
where he served as the chief cashier for 
Long Pond Sugar Estate and as an accoun-
tant for several companies that included 
the Jamaican Omni Bus Service and the 
Jamaica Broadcasting Corporation. He 
then migrated to New York where he was 
employed as an accountant for Beth Israel 
Hospital-Bernstein Institute and Controller 
for the Arthur C. Logan Memorial Hospital. 
It was during his time in New York that he 
met and wed his wife of 51 years, Rachel 
R. Reid Bridgett (now deceased). In 1978, 
Noel and Rachel relocated to Orlando, FL, 
and shortly thereafter, he was hired by Dr. 
Mark Cox as the administrator/director of 

Guardian Care Nursing and Rehabilitation, 
Inc., where he served in that role until his 
retirement in 2002. Noel also took on the 
task of writing grants that raised more 
than five million dollars for the nursing 
home, and contributed to the renovation 
of the south wing and the addition of a 
north wing, that increased the bed count 
from 65 to 120 beds. Noel is also credit-
ed as one of the co-founders of the North 
Orlando, FL, Church, where he served as 
the treasurer for approximately 30 years. 
Upon his retirement, Noel dedicated most 
of his time to supporting the church and 
other non-profit organizations. All who 
have met or known Noel credited him for 
his compassion and kindness; a man of in-
tegrity, and one who lived his life emulat-
ing the character of Christ. Whenever there 
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was a need, he filled it, often giving more 
than he received. Though short in stat-
ure, he never backed down from the most 
daunting challenges, often quoting his 
favorite text: “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me,” Philippians 
4:13. Noel is survived by his brothers, Les-
lie and Trevor; nieces; nephews; cousins; 
and more friends than can be counted. He 
was preceded in death by his wife, Rachel; 
his parents; his sisters: Tatlyn and Daisy; 
and many other relatives and friends. The 
Memorial Service was held at Forest Lake 
Church in Apopka, FL, and was officiated 
by Pastors Olinto Groce, Roy R. Brown, 
and Dr. Arlene Thomson. 

CARTER, LINDA J., 77, of Remlap, AL, born 
in Hackleburg, AL, on July 31, 1946, to Fe-
lix Cantrell and Arleva (Cochran) Cantrell, 
died Sept. 4, 2023, at her residence. As 
a teenager, she met the love of her life, 
Paul, and they married in 1967. They soon 
moved to Birmingham, AL, and had two 
sons. Linda, growing up on a farm learned 
to work hard and held several jobs. She 
was an Avon lady, and through that she 
met a lady who introduced her to the Sab-
bath. She joined the Worldwide Church 
of God in 1972 and remained a member 
for 25 years. She worked as a manag-er 
at the Social Security Administration un-
til her retirement in 2010. In 1995, Linda 
met Ray Elsberry, a member of the Roe-
buck Church, and eventually joined the 
church in 1997, after attending evangelis-
tic meetings. Linda loved her church and 
was a most faithful member, becoming 
a wom-en’s ministries leader, head dea-
coness, kindergarten teacher, Bible work-
er, Pathfinder leader, praise leader, and a 
member of the executive committee for 
10 years. She had a card ministry and sent 
cards to anyone needing encouragement 
and wrote beautiful personal messages 
on each one. She was a member of the 
Alabama Civic Chorale and Riverchase 
Community Gospel Choir. Linda loved to 
travel, sing, and lead people to Jesus. She 
gave Bible studies to many people. She 
leaves to cherish her memories, her hus-
band, James Paul Carter; two sons: James 
Darryl (Charlotte) Carter, and Jason Car-
ter; one brother, Connie (Ann) Cantrell; a 
host of nieces; nephews; and friends. A 
family graveside service was held at Union 
Hill Cemetery with Pastor Eddie Hernan-
dez officiating, and Marion County Funer-
al Home assisting the family. A Memorial 
Service was held at the Roebuck Church 
on October 22, 2023.

CLARKE, MURIEL PATRICIA, 67, born Jan-
uary 7, 1956, in Westmoreland, Jamaica, 
to Josh-ua and Inez Williams, died May 1, 
2023, in her home in Ocoee, FL, surround-
ed by the love and comfort of her loving 

family. As the fourth of seven children, 
she relished her childhood in the ver-dant 
landscape of Westmoreland alongside 
of her four late brothers and two sisters. 
Muriel became a baptized member of the 
Savanna-la-mar Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. There she served in vari-ous roles 
including, Sabbath School superintendent, 
secretary, and church clerk. Muriel’s jour-
ney in education began at Unity Prima-
ry School in Westmoreland, followed by 
Mannings High School. After high school, 
she chose to devote herself to the noble 
profession of nursing and was among the 
first batch of nurses trained at Cornwall 
Regional Hospital in Montego Bay, Jamai-
ca, in 1975, where she distinguished herself 
with honors. Her thirst for knowledge led 
her to the University Hospital of the West 
Indies, where she obtained her certifica-
tion as a midwife. After dedicating more 
than a decade of service in Jamaica, Mu-
riel relocated to the United States in 1986, 
becoming a staff member of the Kings 
County Hospital, in Brooklyn, NY.  It was 
here where destiny led her to reconnect 
with an old friend from Montego Bay. Their 
friendship blossomed into love, culmi-
nat-ing in their marriage in April 1987. This 
divinely inspired union gave birth to two 
wonderful daughters. Longing for a more 
tropical and family-oriented environment, 
the couple, with the assis-tance of realtor 
and friend, Everard Daley, relocated to Or-
lando, FL. Upon their arrival in Orlando, 
Muriel found a spiritual home in the North 
Orlando Church, where she served as a 
deaconess and Sabbath School teacher. 
Muriel quickly secured employment at Or-
lando Health, and after serving in various 
departments, she found her true passion 
in dialysis. In February 2021, Muriel en-
coun-tered significant medical challenges. 
Her faith, unyielding as ever, coupled with 
the ceaseless love and care from her chil-
dren, helped her overcome this difficult 
period. After her recovery, she embraced 
life with renewed vigor. The year 2022 was 
a testament to her resilience, filled with 
precious moments and memorable travels 
with her family to Cuba, Canada, Jamai-
ca, the Panama Canal, and Aruba. Muriel 
was not just a dedicated wife, mother, 
and nurse, she was an avid cook, a firm 
dis-ciplinarian, an advocate, a stalwart of 
her church, and a cherished friend. Muri-
el’s life may have ended, but her legacy 
lives on in the hearts and minds of those 
she touched. Let us remember Muriel not 
only for the life she lived but for the lives 
she touched with her unending kindness 
and faith. Muriel is survived by her loving, 
dedicated husband, Paul; her two daugh-
ters: Paula (Alex) and Tasheen (John); 
her cherished granddaughter, Jaidyn; her 
sisters: Millicent and Angela; nu-merous 

nieces; nephews; uncles; aunts; cousins; 
and friends who were as close as family, 
and the North Orlando Church family. The 
funeral service was held May 21, 2023, at 
the North Orlando Church, and was offi-
ciated by Pastor Carl E. Ware Sr., Pastor 
Olinto L. Groce, Dr. Gregory A. Carrol, Pas-
tor Roy R. Brown, and Dr. Leacroft Green. 
Interment is at the Orlando Memorial Gar-
dens in Apopka, FL.

FAGAN, LUCILLE ADELLA, 99, born April 
11, 1924, in Kingston, Jamaica, West Indies, 
died March 22, 2023, in New York. She was 
born to the late proud parents of Charles 
Williams and Lydia Gooden Williams, and 
was a loving mother, grandmother, sister, 
aunt, and friend. Lucille received her ele-
mentary education in Kingston and went 
on to attend Xavier College/High School. 
The family moved to Whitfieldtown, 
where Lucille spent her formative years. In 
1966, Lucille made the courageous deci-
sion to move to New York, where she en-
rolled at New York Technical Community 
College and received her Associate’s de-
gree. She went on to attend York College 
and graduat-ed with a Bachelor of Arts 
in social work at the age of 60, a testa-
ment of her dedica-tion and hard work. 
Lucille married Stanley Simeon Fagan in 
1953, and together they had two children, 
Robert Anthony Fagan, and Audrey Fa-
gan-Parker. Lucille worked tirelessly as a 
social worker, helping those in need and 
making a positive impact on the lives of 
many. She was a devoted member of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, and she 
attended the North Orlando, FL, Church 
regularly, where she served as deacon-
ess. She had a passion for sewing and 
crocheting and spent many hours creat-
ing beautiful works of art that she shared 
with her loved ones. Lucille is survived by 
her daughter, Audrey Fagan-Parker; son-
in-law, Hugh Parker; and two grandchil-
dren: Safiya Parker-Norman and Jumani 
Parker; five great-grandchildren: Joshua, 
Rose, Abigail, Lance, and Luke; her sister, 
Hyacinthe Whonder; several nieces; neph-
ews; cousins; and friends who will miss 
her dearly. She is predeceased by her hus-
band, Stanley Fagan; son, Robert Antho-
ny Fagan; four sisters: Aunt Gloria, Aunt 
Sylvia, Aunt Claris, and Aunt Joyce; and 
her brother, Uncle Gladston. Lucille was a 
kind, loving person who touched the lives 
of many. Her legacy of hard work, dedica-
tion, and compassion will live on through 
the countless lives she touched. She will 
be missed by all who knew her. The ser-
vice was held at the North Orlando Church 
and was officiated by Elder Everard Daley. 
Interment at Woodlawn Funeral Home & 
Memorial Park, Gotha, FL.
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STUDENTS GET
CLOSER TO
AT ADVENTIST SCHOOLS

Jesus
Research shows that students who attend an 
Adventist university are 7x more likely to form a 
deep relationship with Jesus* than their peers 
at public universities. At Southern Adventist 
University, we’re committed to providing quality 
education in a Christ-centered environment. 

Come see for yourself what makes Southern  
special! Whether you schedule an in-person or 
virtual visit, you’ll get a guided tour, time with  
academic faculty, and an admissions consultation 
while having the chance to ask any questions you 
want. We can’t wait to meet you!

southern.edu/visit

*See research data at southern.edu/100reasons.

1.800.SOUTHERN • enrollment@southern.edu • southern.edu/enrollment

STAd | 11.2023
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HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR ADVERTISING
(1) Have your pastor or local church elder write “Approved” and his signature on the sheet of paper containing 
the advertisement, (2) write your name and address on the same sheet, (3) specify how many times the ad is to 
run, (4) send the approved ad to your conference office 6 weeks in advance of the publication date and (5) don’t 
forget to enclose payment in full for each month the ad is to run. Make checks payable to SOUTHERN UNION.

RATES: Southern Union: $40 for 20 words or less, including address. $45 for anything longer than 
20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word beyond 45. Accepted as space is available. Ads may run in 
successive months as space permits.

Southern Tidings makes every reasonable effort to screen all advertising, but in no case can the periodical 
assume responsibility for advertisements appearing in its columns, or for typographical errors.

Property Available

DON’T JUST RETIRE.... Live with purpose at 
Fletcher Park Inn. An Independent Living Re-
tirement Community, located on the campus of 
Fletcher Academy near Hendersonville, North 
Carolina. Join our family, take part in the many 
opportunities for staying active, volunteering, 
making new friends and living with a purpose. 
Call to find out more about our apartment and 
villa homes 828-209-6930 ask for our market-
ing department or visit www.fletcherparkinn.
com. [C] 

FLORIDA LIVING RETIREMENT COMMUNITY, an 
independent living style, is owned by the Flor-
ida Conference of SDA. The FLRC church is on 
property and the largest SDA in the Conference 
is within walking distance. AdventHealth Medical 
facilities are close by. We enjoy the beaches and 
sunshine in large portions. Start your new life with 
us. 407-862-2646. [C] 

FLORIDA SDA REALTOR Would you like to BUY 
or SELL in Orlando, Florida or surrounding cit-
ies? I look forward to helping you! Sandra Da 
Silva, Realtor: 407-840-8500 (call/text). Service 
provided in English, Spanish & Portuguese. [C]

REFINANCE YOUR MORTGAGE TODAY! Looking 
to lower your interest rate, consolidate debt, get 
cash out for home improvements, or get pre-ap-
proved to purchase your home? We have the na-
tion’s top lenders. FHA/VA/USDA/Conventional/
First Time Home Buyers welcome. Licensed in 
AL, NC, TN, FL, and other states. Call 411-MORT-
GAGES...Ozzy 407-285-2510 / 423-457-9057. [C]

SUMMIT RIDGE RETIREMENT VILLAGE An 
Adventist community in a rural setting outside 
Oklahoma City that offers affordable homes 
or apartments and caring neighbors, with a 
fellowship you’ll enjoy. On-site church, planned 
activities, and transportation, as needed. Also, 
Wolfe Living Center offering independent 
living and nursing home. Website: http://
summitridgevillage.org or Bill Norman 405-208-
1289 [C]

YOUR REALTOR IN FLORIDA & EASTERN TEN-
NESSEE Are you ready to BUY or SELL your 
home? Maybe you want to trade hectic urban life 
for peaceful country living? Want to build a home-
stead? I can help you make it all happen. Contact 
Osvaldo “Ozzy” Ferrer 423-457-9057 or 407-285-
2510. Call, text, WhatsApp, or email ozzyferrer@
outlook.com. [C]

16 Collegedale Area Building Lots Available - 

Discover the perfect canvas for your dream home 
with 16 prime building lots within a 10-minute 
drive from Southern Adventist University. Nestled 
off the scenic road “Weatherly Switch Trail,” these 
country lots, ranging from .75 Acres to 3 Acres, 
await your vision. Prices begin at $65,000, includ-
ing completed soil testing and surveying, ensuring 
a seamless building process. Your dream home 
can become a reality! Contact Jon D’Avanzo at 
423-834-4545 or Jake D’Avanzo at 423-834-1371, 
Jakedav11@gmail.com, from Davanzo Real Estate 
to embark on this exciting journey. [3-7]

LAURELBROOK COTTAGES: These cottages are 
perfect for Adventist couples seeking a quiet set-
ting within a small, friendly Adventist community. 
Located next to Laurelbrook Nursing Home and 
200 yards from the Laurelbrook SDA Church. Ser-
vices such as lawn care, meals, and transportation 
available. Two bedroom, 1½ bath (One with 2 full 
baths), living room, dining room/kitchen, and 1 
car garage. Handicap accessible. Contact Brian at 
(423) 775-0771 or nhadministrator@laurelbrook.
org for leasing information. [3-4]

BEAUTIFUL 3/2/3 HOME, steps away to SDA 
Church. On .93 acres, large garden area, poten-
tial mother in law area above detached 2 story  
garage/ work shop on dead end street!  30 Min 
to SAU! Deana Luedtke  423-400-2282 Search 
1000’s of listings at WWW.ChattanoogaSearch.
Com. [3]

Positions Available

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY is seeking qualified Sev-
enth-day Adventists who may fill open roles in 
fulfilling our mission to Seek Knowledge, Affirm 
Faith, and Change the World. If this is of interest 
to you, please check out our current openings at: 
andrews.edu/jobs [C]

UNION COLLEGE, Lincoln NE, is searching for 
candidates for Director of Integrated Marketing 
Communications. Responsible for managing and 
facilitating the work of IMC which includes man-
aging projects and communications functions 
while participating in the production work. Will 
also work with VP for Enrollment Management 
to develop marketing and PR goals and strategy. 
View the job description and instructions for ap-
plication at ucollege.edu/employment. [3-4]

SOUTH CENTRAL CONFERENCE, Nashville, TN 
is seeking applicants for the position of K-12 
teachers and K-12 Principals for the upcoming 
school year 2024-2025.  Ideal applicants have 
at least a bachelor’s degree in education or a 
related field. We need talented and passionate 

individuals to join us in shaping the future of 
education. Don’t miss this opportunity! Submit 
your letter of interest and resume to HR@scc-sda.
org by the deadline of April 30, 2024. For more 
information, please visit www.iamsouthcentral.
org. Act now and be part of something great! For 
a full job description and desired qualifications 
please visit https://iamsouthcentral.org/human-
resource/. For more information email hr@scc-
sda.org. [3-4]

UNION COLLEGE (soon to be Union Adventist 
University) Lincoln NE, seeks candidate for full-
time, exempt position: Enrollment Counselor to 
work specifically with Hispanic/Latino prospects 
and their families to recruit students to Union 
College. Provide translation support for parents, 
visit and speak for church services, attend camp 
meetings and youth rallies, and help organize 
and participate in college recruitment tours. 
Bachelor’s degree required and must be fluent in 
Spanish. See full job description and instructions 
for application at ucollege.edu/employment. [3]
 
UNION COLLEGE (soon to be Union Adventist 
University) Lincoln NE, seeks candidate for full-
time, exempt position: Financial Aid Advisor/
Loan Processor to provide operational and cus-
tomer support. Process federal aid and loans, 
provide financial counseling to students and fam-
ilies, assist with development, documentation, 
and implementation of workflow process in addi-
tion to other duties. Bachelor’s degree or equiva-
lent experience required. See full job description 
and instructions for application at ucollege.edu/
employment. [3].

IT IS WRITTEN seeks qualified Seventh-day Ad-
ventist candidates for full-time Planned Giving 
and Trust Services (PGTS) positions--Director 
of PGTS at the It Is Written headquarters locat-
ed in Collegedale, TN; and a PGTS Trust Officer 
for the Central USA states. For more informa-
tion, go to: itiswritten.com/employment. [3-4] 

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks a 
full-time Associate Vice President for Academic 
Administration and Dean of Graduate and Pro-
fessional Studies. Candidate should have a PhD 
with a minimum of five years of successful full-
time graduate teaching experience at the higher 
education level. Applicant will assume a leader-
ship role in all aspects of graduate education and 
provide academic, administrative, and strategic 
direction to Graduate Studies, Online Campus, 
and the Adult Degree Completion (ADC) Pro-
gram. For more details, visit southern.edu/jobs. 
[3]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks a 
full-time Engineer teaching faculty member for 
School of Engineering and Physics in the areas 
of mechanical, electrical, and computer engi-
neering. The ideal candidate will be proficient 
in developing and teaching undergraduate en-
gineering courses, including both lecture and 
laboratory components. Master’s degree in me-
chanical, electrical, or computer engineering or 
related area required. Doctorate preferred. Prior 
higher education teaching experience and/or rel-
evant industry experience preferred. For a full job 
description and desired qualifications please visit 
www.southern.edu/jobs. [3]

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

PROPERTY AVAILABLE
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SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks 
a full-time faculty in the area of Counseling for 
School of Education/Psychology. A doctoral de-
gree in counselor education from a CACREP-ac-
credited program is required. Doctoral degrees in 
clinical or counseling psychology from APA-ac-
credited program could be considered if ap-
plicant has been employed as full-time faculty 
member in a counselor education program for a 
minimum of one full academic year before July 1, 
2013. For a full job description and desired quali-
fications please visit www.southern.edu/jobs. [3]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks a 
full-time program director to launch a new Doc-
tor of Physical Therapy degree program. The 
ideal candidate will be proficient in managing 
the CAPTE accreditation process, new program 
development, and teaching graduate physical 
therapy courses as well as clinical practice. In 
addition, the successful candidate will be com-
mitted to mentoring advisees, nurturing student 
learning both in and out of the classroom, and 
disciplining students in Jesus Christ. For a full job 
description and desired qualifications please visit 
www.southern.edu/jobs. [3]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks a full-
time teaching faculty member for the Department 
of Biology/Allied Health, beginning fall 2024. PhD 
in Biology who will teach upper and lower division 
courses and labs. Candidate should be committed 
to involvement with undergraduate students in the 
classroom as well as guiding independent student 
research projects. Additionally, candidate should 
be a practicing Seventh-day Adventist believing 
the Biblical record of the creation of life on earth 
in six literal days. For more details, visit southern.
edu/jobs. [3]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks 
full-time teaching faculty in the School of Busi-
ness. Candidates should have a graduate degree 
(minimum). Doctorate in business-related field 
preferred. Ideal candidates will have successful, 
professional experience in for-profit companies/
organizations. Candidates will bring relevancy 
to courses through connecting theories, current 
events, and real-world experience. Candidates will 
facilitate learning in alignment with a Christian 
biblical worldview and Seventh-day Adventist be-
liefs and values. Ideal candidates will be commit-
ted to student learning, engagement, and spiritual 
well-being. For more information, please visit our 
job board at sau.catsone.com/careers. [3]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY School of 
Religion seeks full-time faculty member to begin 
fall semester of 2024. Must be active member of 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in regular stand-
ing and should have Ph.D. (or be near comple-
tion) in New Testament. Positive experience in 
pastoral ministry and teaching is helpful. Must 
demonstrate contagious love for Jesus, strong 
commitment to authority of Scripture, and deep 
passion for Adventist message and mission. 
Good people skills and ability to engage students 
in a positive, faith-building manner in the class-
room are essential. To apply, please visit our job 
board at sau.catsone.com/careers. [3]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY School 
of Nursing seeks a full-time faculty to join a mis-
sion-focused team. Teaching responsibilities will 

be primarily at the undergraduate level. An earned 
doctorate is preferred. Requisite qualities include 
current RN adult health or ICU clinical experi-
ence, successful teaching experience, interest in 
research, flexibility, and commitment to Adven-
tist nursing education. The candidate must be a 
member in good and regular standing in the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church. To apply, please visit 
our job board at sau.catsone.com/careers. [3]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks a 
full-time teaching faculty member in information 
technology. Subject areas include computer net-
working, systems administration, cybersecurity, 
and web development. The ideal candidate will 
be proficient in developing and teaching under-
graduate IT courses, including both lecture and 
laboratory components. In addition, the success-
ful candidate will be committed to mentoring 
advisees, nurturing student learning both in and 
out of the classroom, and discipling students in 
Jesus Christ. [3]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks 
qualified candidates for the following staff Sal-
aried positions— DHSI Community Outreach 
Coordinator (reopened), Customer Service and 
Print Project Manager. For more information go 
to sau.catsone.com/careers [3]
 
SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks 
qualified candidates for the following staff Hour-
ly positions— Closing Shift Supervisor – Village 
Market, Office Manager – School of Engineering 
and Physics, Carpentry Technician, S.A.L.T. Out-
reach Coordinator for School of Religion, Alarm 
Technician, Landscape Supervisor. For more in-
formation please visit sau.catsone.com/careers. 
[3]

Miscellaneous

RELOCATING? Apex Moving + Storage has a na-
tional account with the General Conference for 
your moving needs. Take advantage of a volume 
rated discount. Be assured you are moving with 
the best! Call Marcy Dante’ at 800-766-1902; or 
visit us at: www.apexmoving.com/adventist. [C]

TEACH SERVICES HELPING AUTHORS: Publish 
your book, including editing, design, marketing, 
and worldwide distribution. Visit www.TEACHSer-
vices.com to submit your manuscript for a free 
evaluation or call 800-367-1844. Shop for NEW/
USED ADVENTIST BOOKS at www.TEACHSer-
vices.com or at your local ABC. [C]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY offers 
master’s degrees in business, computer science, 
counseling, education, nursing religion and social 
work. Flexibility is provided through some online 
and many on campus programs. Financial aid is 
available. For more information, call 423-236-
2585 or visit www.southern.edu/graduatestudies. 
[C]

NC & SC Allstate Insurance Agency. SDA owned 
and operated. Call today for a free quote for auto, 
home, renters, boat, motorcycle or life insurance. 
Agent is UCSDA church Treasurer & Elder. Exclu-
sive Agent, Brian King 704-844-2572 or jbriank-
ing@allstate.com or visit us at www.allstate.com/
jbrianking. [C]

PARTNER WITH ASAP MINISTRIES in serving 
the marginalized and reaching the unreached in 
Southeast Asia with the wholistic gospel. What 
you do today can change a life for eternity! To 
learn more visit asapministries.org. Follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube: asapminis-
tries. [C]

WILDWOOD LIFESTYLE CENTER Residential 
Program. Suffering with a physical or mental 
health issue? Come away and receive healing 
from the Great Physician, regaining your health 
through natural remedies. Join our residential 
programs, and learn principles of healthful living 
by calling 706-820-1493 or visit wildwoodhealth.
com [C]

COME AND BE A PART of the Medical Seminar 
“Natural Approaches to Type 2 Diabetes.” Ac-
quire 20 CME credits of knowledge about cut-
ting-edge natural methods for effectively han-
dling Type 2 Diabetes.  March 6-9, 2024. Register 
Today! wildwoodseminars.com [3-4]

FREE SHARING CARDS LifeTalk Radio has beau-
tiful FREE sharing cards for all occasions with 
encouraging messages like “God Loves You” and 
“You Matter to God” plus Scripture cards. Share 
hope and love with others. Order cards at: Life-
Talk.net/sharing-cards. [3]

SOUTHERN UNION/CONFERENCE JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES

MISCELLANEOUS
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Georgia-Cumberland

Adventurer Bible Game, Confer-
ence Level – March 2.
Regenerate Youth and Young 
Adult Festival – March 2. Church 
at Liberty Square, Cartersville, 
GA.
Hispanic Women’s Retreat – 
March 8-10. Cohutta Springs 
Conference Center.
Adventurer Family Fun Week-
end – March 22-24. Cohutta 
Springs Youth Camp.
“Even If” Women’s Retreat – 
April 12-14. Cohutta Springs Con-
ference Center.
Pathfinder Camporee – April 25-
28. Cohutta Springs Youth Camp.
Collegedale Camp Meeting – 
May 29-June 1. Southern Adven-
tist University.
Junior 1 Camp – June 9-16. Co-
hutta Springs Youth Camp.
Junior 2 Camp – June 16-23. Co-
hutta Springs Youth Camp.
Adventure Camp – June 23-28. 
Cohutta Springs Youth Camp.
Tween Camp – June 30-July 7. 
Cohutta Springs Youth Camp.
Teen Camp – July 7-14. Cohutta 
Springs Youth Camp.
Family Camp – July 16-21. Cohut-
ta Springs Youth Camp.
Please check our website for the 
latest information, www.gccsda.
com.

Southern Adventist University

Excavation Expert – March 21. 
Collegedale Church, 11 a.m. Ar-
chaeologist Steven Ortiz, Ph.D., 
of Lipscomb University in Nash-
ville, TN, will speak for the Hasel 
Lectureship Convocation. Visit 
southern.edu/southernevents for 
streaming options and additional 
information on this free event.
Assyrian Archaeology – March 
25. Lynn Wood Hall Chapel, 7 
p.m. Constance Gane, Ph.D., will 

present “The Assyrian War Ma-
chine: Expansion and Conquest” 
as part of the free lecture series 
highlighting ancient Near East 
history. Visit southern.edu/south-
ernevents for streaming options 
and additional information.
Illuminate Arts & Faith Con-
ference – April 4-5. Join Illumi-
nate’s inaugural gathering open 
to those who value the intersec-
tions of art and faith as experi-
enced through presentations, 
performances, workshops, and 
conversations. Visit southern.
edu/illuminate for schedule, lo-
cations, and registration infor-
mation.
Gym-Masters Home Shows – 
April 6, 7. Iles P.E. Center, 9 p.m. 
and 2:30 p.m. Promoting team-
work and trust, both performanc-
es of the University’s acrobatic 
and gymnastic team are themed 
“Soar,” based on Isaiah 40:31. 
Contact the School of Health and 
Kinesiology at 423-236-2673 for 

more about the free event. 
Choirs Perform – April 7. Col-
legedale Church, 4 p.m. Cho-
ral ensembles from the School 
of Music will join together in 
concert under the direction of 
Gennevieve Brown-Kibble. For 
streaming options and additional 
information, visit southern.edu/
musicevents.

GEORGIA-CUMBERLAND

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY

Southern Union

Improving Health Conference – 
April 10-13. Uchee Pines Institute, 
Seale, AL. Speaker: Dwayne Lem-
on. Through hands-on classes, 
lectures, and a focus on biblical 
spirituality, attendees will be in-
structed in healthy lifestyles be-
haviors and given tools that they 
can use to prevent and/or treat 
various ailments with simple, nat-
ural means in their own homes. 
For details: visit ucheepines.org/
events/improving-health-confer-
ence or call 334-855-4764.

SOUTHERN UNION

SUNSET

ATLANTA, GA

CHARLESTON, SC

CHARLOTTE, NC

COLLEGEDALE, TN

HUNTSVILLE, AL

JACKSON, MS

LOUISVILLE, KY

MEMPHIS, TN

MIAMI, FL

MONTGOMERY, AL

NASHVILLE, TN

ORLANDO, FL

TAMPA, FL

WILMINGTON, NC

6:35	 6:41	 7:46	 7:52	 7:57	 8:02
6:18	 6:23	 7:29	 7:34	 7:39	 7:44
6:20	 6:26	 7:32	 7:38	 7:43	 7:49
6:37	 6:43	 7:49	 7:55	 8:00	 8:06
5:43	 5:49	 6:55	 7:01	 7:06	 7:12
5:59	 6:05	 7:10	 7:15	 7:20	 7:24
6:38	 6:45	 7:51	 7:58	 8:05	 8:11
5:57	 6:03	 7:09	 7:15	 7:20	 7:26
6:23	 6:27	 7:31	 7:34	 7:37	 7:40
5:44	 5:49	 6:54	 6:59	 7:04	 7:09
5:43	 5:50	 6:56	 7:02	 7:08	 7:14
6:26	 6:31	 7:35	 7:39	 7:43	 7:47
6:31	 6:35	 7:39	 7:43	 7:47	 7:51
6:09	 6:15	 7:21	 7:26	 7:31	 7:37
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Peachtree Corners, GA 30010

MASTER’S DEGREE IN  
SOCIAL WORK

Get an MSW online on Sundays

1.800.SOUTHERN  •  southern.edu/graduatestudies

Southern Adventist University’s Master of Social Work 
program prepares you to make an impact for good.

It’s convenient. You’ll be prepared.
  • Fully online or Hybrid two Sundays a month
  • Gain hands-on skills in social work practice
  • Faith-inspired, advanced generalist program  

 with a Christian worldview
  • State licensure preparation course

Join an upcoming Info Session
Priority Application Deadline – May 1
Emphases for MSW degree:
  • Crisis and Emergency Management ·
  • Mental Health Practice in Social Work
  • School Social Work

Dual degree:
MSW and MBA

Accredited by the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE)

ST A | 2.2024

Scan to Learn about Upcoming Info Sessions
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